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By ADAM PHILLIPS

The waiting
tontinue

Contrary to what David Pleasance, MD for
Commodore UK, said last month, the liquidators in
the Bahamas are still considering bids including
CBM UK's.

It would seem that the ten day ultimatum
Jaid down by Pleasance and co. has either been
ignored or not upheld by its instigators
The surprise this time round is the appearance of
two ids - the first from Creative
Equipment International based in the Sates
and the German-owned computer retail chain,
Escom

“The bid being taken most seriously by CBM UK
is CEls. With an advert appearing in the
Philadelphia Inuirer looking for accounting, man-
agerial, engineering and production staff for the
e of Commodors n A, thk condence

s 10 be running as high as Pleasance’s whoss
o celebratory pary 15 S0 plannod for Geiober
13t

Litte is known about Escom and is attempt at buy-
ing Conmodre echnology There hes besn 1o

Perhaps UK bid is that Alex
Amor, managing drector of CEI, 10/d Dan Stets of
the Philadelphia Inquirer that he had what amoun-
16d 10 a silent partner, most likely @ large technolo-
9y company that is apparently supporiing his bid

The next generation

Despite the mass of corporate players releas-

ful with their bid, has a 64-bit games machine
in R&D at present. The intention is 1o release
the CD-based unit within the next year, per-
haps even as early as Christmas, to meet the
competition head on.

Somacyt ooty S ove
several \eadmg managemen! in Germany who us
to be Commodore employees

Wil i e o PO#ane 242 albres
across Europe, including 24 in the UK, Escom would
appear to be another candidate in a finanacially
viable position for the buyout,

Colin Proudfoot, joint MD of Commodore UK,
told Computer Trade Weekly, the industry’s newspz
Wi Ko ko e k' st e
wall in terms of timing. But wt il frustrated
with the process, things are mnvmg as fast as
they can. At the moment, we have to accept that
we're ot the only horse in town.”

Despite Proudfoot’s words, one thing remains
‘worryingly clear ~ at the time of going to press, there
stll s no definite conclusion to the Commodore cri-
sis that began months ago and the chances of a
bright Christmas for Amiga stock is starting to look
decidedly shaky.

B
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[LSPA step up the
pornography fight

Officially released at the recent ECTS show,
ELSPA's white paper on the past, present
and foreseeable future of pornography has.
been submitted to the government, bran-
dishing concerns about hardcore material
finding its way into the floppy and hard dri-
ves of children.

‘The paper calls on the government to pro-
vide greater police resources and increase
police training in a bid to curb the ever
increasing problem.

e fight against pornography is not
helped by a belief that it is difficult to obtain
a conviction in court for all but the most
obnoxious material” commented John
Loader, chief investigator at ELSPA's Crime

“Because of the way that computer

pornography is particularly accessible by
children, we believe that the Home Office
should issue guidelines advising courts to
interpret the Obscene Publications Act when

pornography as if

laws and mre police help.

Special offer from (itizen

As part of Citizen's promotional buildup
Christmas, the company is offering a free watch
with every ABC Colour printer, between 1st
September and 30th Noverber. Looking ke &
Swatch watch, the time piece is worth £35.99 and
the complete package costs £213.99 P,




fn explanation

Apparently, some Amiga 1200 owners
have been calling HiQ, the mail order
company, reporting problems with cer-
tain genlocks including the YC genlock
from Electronic Design.

On contacting Electronic Design, HIQ
were told that some UK A1200 models
have had a chip design change which
has caused the problems with existing
YC genlocks. The company has no
plans for updating the YC unit and is
teling 1200 owners and stockists alike to
invest in its Neptune Genlock priced
£549 as an alternative.

Gavings on Stala

In conjunction with Scala, Sifica, the
retail shop, is offering the Scala
Software Suite for all DTV enthusiasts.

ness reports, storyboards, company
tutorials, presentations and a host of
G N S

cala Echo system aliows editing
oo ot i e .00 i o

081-309 1111 for further information.

Recycling for the
future

With the huge amount of computers that
are thrown away by large companies
‘each year, the Computer Recyciing Club
has been established to redirect this
apparent wastage into a useful resource.
The intent is to collect unwanted

achines from all over the country and
distribute them, for a small fee, to home
users and charities.

*I see computers as a necessary tool
that enpower people to achieve more,
particularly those associated with chari-
ties, and people interested in getting
involved in computers for the first time.
will benefit from this club” commented
Keith Park, founder of the Recycling
Club.

more details, call the enquiries
desk on 0685 872369,

With David Pleasance enthusing about the FMV
future of the CD32, CD Vision, a recently created
company, is on the verge of releasing five interac-
tive CD-ROMS and 40 video CDs. It has access t

any responsible for Mr Bean, and Zenith, makers of

Inspector Morse and 990 1.
‘Our aim is to satisfy the entertainment aspects of

both the interactive CD-ROM and Video CD markets”

commented Nigel Wood, joint managing director of

D Vision.

to a massive catalogue of programming,

actively pursuing other publishers and TV compa-

nies with a view 1o using their material for develop-

Crazy World of Home Movies. An additional 20

Insiders packs

Following the success of the A1200 Beginners Pack,
Smith Books has released the Workbench 3 Booster Pack that
contains intermediate level material on Workbench 3.
AmigaDOS and system configuration.

The Disk:

useful for A500, A2000 and A3000 owners upgrading to

Workbench 3.1

he Workbench 3 Booster is only available direct from Bruce
Smith Books and credit card orders can be placed on 01923
894355

Bruce

s and Drives Insider Guide section also contains
relatively advanced tutorials on data compression, encryption

Films for (D32

Video CD titles are planned for November and
December that include Ulrika Jonnson's Extreme
Limits and In the Wild with Anthony Hopkins, Bob
Hoskins and Timothy Dalton.

Requiring the FMV cartridge, CD32 owners can
now hopefully begin o realise the multimedia poten-
tial of their console.

.
AN

near you courtesy of CD Vision

fimiga trels

Contining from its success on American
television, the Amiga, coupled with

tar Trek: TG left off, the continu-
ing kaky saga details the story of two hos-
tile races having to share the same ship 1o

Imaging, the same team that prodk
graphics for TNG. Along with the classic
Lightwave, Raptors are installed in the US
offices to add their usual punching power 1o
rendering time:

The new series should be arriving on
Bitish shores at some point early next year.

(onsole emulation

With the Zappo CD drive available and the:
©D1200 to appear in shops after Christmas,
some owners of existing drives that are nof
compatible with CD32 software may well be.
feeling a ltle hard done by

To rectify this, Blittersoft has announced the
arrival of the CD32 Emulator software pack for
previously unsuited CD-ROMS.

(irab the frame

Direct, manufacturer of the new hardware.

reached on 0773 836781

New for the Amiga is the Pro-Grab 24RT, a 24-bit real time.
colour digitiser. It can capture colour images from any.
video source providing a composite output claims Softwood

Also included is the abiliy 1o allow the digitiser to be
used as a teletext decoder. Softwood Direct can be

£49.95, the package includes the

software, owners must have an AGA Amiga, &
SCSI-2 CD, 2Mb chip RAM and 1Mb Fast

Also included are three lesser titles
that play music, create CD filing systems,
and aid the mounting of the CD-ROM;

drive.
Blittersoft can be reached on 0908 220196.
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Success for First
[omputer

First Computer Centre, the Norther retail-
ers of all things Amiga, has set up a buletin
board for Commodore users. Providing

chnical advice, a selection of PD software
and a chance to place orders, the retail
store has pians to increase the system and
is asking for the uploading of files that
Amiga users think may be of interest or use

The BBS number for First Computer
Centre is 0113 2 311422 or 0532 311422
(pre-BT phone day).

Primed Prolog

Computer language specialists, Grange
Technology Ltd, has announced
a new implementation of Prolog for the
Amiga. According to the makers, GT-Prolog
combines fast execution speed and low.
memory overheads with an interactive
development environment, supporting incre-
‘mental compilation and debugging of Prolog

applcations.
G Prolog epreseis e st n v
goneratir o development prod-

n of s
ucts mr smane. sonis computer. systarsn
wh vide a superior level of perfor-
M8 A vk G e i
affordable by professional users and enthu-
siasts alike,” commented Graham Thwaltes,
Grange Technology's managing director
and author of GT-Prolog.

The package retails for £89.95 and for
further details contact Thwaites on 01235
851816,

PAR update

For followers of PAR software, version

improved system of Importers and
Exporters that has been rewritten and

the
ability to force transiate other programs to
see PAR animation files as if they are
sequences of images instead of single ani-
‘mations. This basically means that any pro-
gram can load images directly out of PAR
animations without having 1o use ARexx or
having to pre-export the files.

“The new Import feature allows the user to
control how the PAR handies the way it
looks at the file numbers before it brings
each file into the PAR. This gives access 1o
more control over the incrementing of
frames.

For more details, contact 24Bit Software
at 6 Skirsa Square, Fioor 1, Glasgow, G23
SDW.

To help customers not adept in things technical,
Siren Software is giving away a free “How To Fit
Your Hard Drive” video with every HD unit sol.
The programme s a step by step guide to enable
anybody o fit an interal 25" hard drive into their
Amiga, according to Siren Software. The price of

liden aid for users

HDs from the company range from £109.99 to
£449.99 with a variety of differing sizes ~ from
S0 54D s W it e of 0 £
per secon

Gomae Siran Software on 0500 340548 for
more information.

A touch of Pizaz

A new company, Video FX, has joined the increasing
ranks of firms producing video specific packages
for the Amiga. lts first release, Pizaz, is a modular
video titling system which, via object-orientated
design, enables extensive scrolling and animation
facilties.

By using a scripting board, the title incorporates
automatic special effects including rotation, expan-
sion and folding (both horizontally and vertically) of
characters. Characters can be scrolled either by

haracter, word, line or page from each of four direc-
tions at any predefined speed, both in and out of the
sore

een
For the first three months of release from the
beginning of October, the package will cost £48.99,
rising to £59.99 after that period
For more details, phone lan Johnson on 0443
674385

Pad or mat?

Golden Image UK has released the two in one
scanner pad and mouse mat that, according to

makers, enables the user to
achieve a more accurate scan. Apparently.
high quality images that usually require
a full page scanner can now be done by hand
alone.

Also included is a built-in ruler to help with
marking up the picture and a T-Ruler o act as a
quide 5o images may be merged together with
the minimum of fuss. Golden Image is also claim-
ing that the device can be used as a mouse mat,
a holder for business cards, memos and other
uses.

For more information contact Golden Image on
0181900 9291

HP: The next

Already boasting a catalogue of quality printers,
Hewiett Packard Is releasing two new models on o
the market. The Colour LaserJet printer, retailing for
the hefty price of $7,295 in the US, uses laser
beam process to add colour 1o a document. The
LaserJet runs ot to 2ppm and black and white doc-
uments at 10 p

For S vt et ook i Lasarsot 4 I

generation

the latest in the HP range that features a
33-MHz RISC processor and a 16ppm output.
According to the manufacturers, the printer handies.
more paper sizes than before and offers a 600dpi
output with Resolution Enhancement and microfine
toner.

For more details, contact the HP customer infor-
mation centre on 0344 369 222.
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(ando goes pro. USA

novaTronics' CanDo has undergone a major

upgrade, both in features and price. Obviously.

now targeted at the professional rather than

the hobbyist user, CanDo 3.0 is retailing at

$399.95. There's now a debugger available for the prod-

uct as well, which sells separately and costs $199.95.

Not the toolkit for whipping out a PD address book pro-
gram, that's for sure.

There is plenty new in the upgrade though. A new
main panel interface is cleaner and easier to use, With
scrolling control icons and configurable hot-keys. The
Object Cursor feature has knobs to control the size and
location of objects, as well as a snap-to-grid alignment
feature and 20 alignment tools. You can now label but-
tons, fields, documents, and sliders; borders on GUI
objects look more professional and you can now set the.
fonts and colours of text fields ~ and tab between them.

‘There is better control over the ook of your screens,
with discrete control of screen and window attributes,
screen palette and font support, and much better public
screen support. Genlock support, with border and sprite
management as well as 27 palette and genlock effects,

Mouing up a peg

Pegger, the image compression system
that adds Jpeg support to programs like
Brillance, Imagine, and PageStream which
jon't normally handle that format, has
been upgraded o version 2.0
I you missed it the first time, Pegger
converts image files on the fl to save hard
drive space — it can take a 24-bit IFF
ge and convert it to Jpeg when saved
by Brillance, then change it back to Jpeg

Finkes CanDo 5.0 ate ale o ieo o e revk
ous releases.

ia users will appreciate the 53 window and
screen transition effects added in CanDo 3.0. These fea-
ture precise timing control — a three-second effect will
take three seconds whether you're running on an AB00 s
or A4000.

Brushes and BrushAnims have been made less
quirky, with off-screen brush rendering and more flexible.
brush placement. Fifty brush effects are included, with
real-ime scaling and panniny

There are other improvements, such as simpler sub-
decks, better documentation, and the return to a free
runtime Deckbrowser and library for non-commercial
user. The CanDo debugger lets you watch your CanDo

cecutes, browse objects and variables, and graph
i usage.

Upgrades from previous versions are $179.95:
the debugger is $99.95 with the upgrade, or $199.95
separately.

0n the edge of time

) |

N
Upgrades, video boards and
bookss in Denny Atkin’s

usual visit into the world
of Amiga, USA style

Utilities Unlimited has promised a new video board for the Amiga before
Christmas - with the company now working to finish up its Emplant PC module, 'd
guess we won't see it until early

Still it looks like it will be worth the wait. Using the Cirrus Logic Alpine chip set
the board is reported to be able to serve as the first “video board emulator” - UU's

Jim Drew claims it will run the software for the Picasso Ii, Piccolo, and EGS
Spectrum graphics boards, effectively emulating them.

Drew claims PowerMacintosh video performance, with 640x480x32-bit (Alpha-
Red-Green-Blue) full-screen animations running in real-time. The board will sup-
port the usual ridiculously high resolutions ~ how high and how many colours will

when PageSiream attempts o load it

The biggest improvement in release 2 is
in speed — its roughly twice as fast as the
original release, making it one of the
fastest Jpeg systems on the Amiga. You
can now Snoop files by program, allowing
You to change the compression mode for
different programs that may save files to
the same direcory.

New file formats have been added,
including Imagine RGBS, IFF 8-bit color
and greyscale, Jpeg greyscale, TARGA
colour and greyscale, and NewTek
VideoToaster CG Framestore pages.
Pegger also now, works over networks,
such as Pamet, ENLAN-DFS, and
Netware.

Registered users can upgrade for $15
US + shipping and handling. The program
retails for $99.95, but Heifner is offering it
for a special introductory price of $49.95.
shipping and handiing.

or more information contact Heifner
Communications, 4451 1-70 Drive NW,
Columba, MO 65202, USA; pone (314)

445-6163; fax (314) 445-0757. You can
a2 e s O

ore in

v much memory you add to the board. It support

il include genlock ability, Alpha channel overlay:
that can move 80 megapixels a

up to 8MB of
stry-standard 72-pin SIMMs.

and a biitter
second. Price isn't set yet, but Drew claims it will

be very competitive — perhaps as low as $299 without the nece:

(apture the Net - read a book!

Connect Your Amigal is a new 256-page book from
former Commodore engineer Dale Larson that tells
You everything you'll ever want to know about con-
necting your Amiga 1o other computers, whether
you're using Ethemet to connect a suite of Amigas
for rendering or just reaching out to the Internet
using your modem.

The first chaptes
itbicton i vers 6 be of o
cations, BBS noworks, LAN, and the ntormet, pro-
viding all the basic information a novice will need
without sounding condescending. Like most of
Larson's book, i's sprinkied with casual, humorous
remarks that help keep what could be awfully dry
reading interesting and fun.

‘The remaining chapters go into deep detail on
these topics, providing a detailed, knowledgeable
overview of the programs and hardware you'll need

o Nobworke 1.8 brint

to accomplish your network connections ~ all the
techie details on TCP/IP, SLIP, PPP, Envoy,
DECNet, SANA-lI, and Ethernet, written in plain,
understandable English.

n-line users will appreciate the helpful
overviews of terminal programs, compression il
ties, offline readers, and fax programs. If you're
jumping on the overhyped information superhigh-
way, Larson's 33-page Intemet section is a must-

their girriends name as their BBS password and
fived to regret i

‘The book s a bargain at §24.95 plus shipping (S5
book rate, $13 Air Mail. Its available from Intangible
Assets Manufacturing, 828 Ormond Ave., Drexel Hil,
PA 19026-2604 USA. You can fax the company at
(610) 853-3733, or email info@iam.com.
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et's get provocative and start with
some commonly overheard quotes
and their true meanings.
Johnny can do anything with a computer
meaning, he can wiggle a joy-stick and zap

2

know anything about computers'
meaning, | want to talk to you for hours, pick
your brang, by folhing then leeve — sl
foctirg notioc about cor

w let's get provocative o it
at the same fime. | was thinking the other
day about what makes me angry? Do cus-
tomers make me angry? No, | get frustrated
B ARER S i

You know, customers who ring, insist on
talking to he managing director and say
ere! | ordered 100 disk labels and one
was tor so | only got 99. | want another
label and compensation for the cost of this
phone call

What would he have done if he had got
103 labels? | ask myself. Ah well, send him
another 10, just to be on the safe side.

t makes me really angry though
is ignorance. | mean, just look to the
future. The next generation are going to
have some tough questions to face.
Questions like “Should it be real or should it
b virtual?"

I'm concered about the way computers
are affecting our lives. We are becoming
more insular, less jovial, more politically cor-
rect, more boring, more predictable and
more machine like s fime goes by.

People don't seem to feel or even care
much these days. What's happening to per-
sonality and indwidualty? Its being zapped
by Johnny that's what!

it won't be long before we have standard-
ised responses and standardised proce-
dures for day-to-day living. Woe betide
the poor bugged personality whose output
responses do not conform to these
standards.

An incorrect response could lead to a
prison sentence in the years to come! Look
at America where o called sexual harass-
ment at work has lead to procedures on
how to conduct yourself with colleagues
in order to avoid potential million dollar
lawsus.

How awful 1o have to inhibit our natural
self expression, whatever our gender,
in order to conform to some intangible,

The Al team

The retailers
BUBNgE

Strong words from across the counter as
Byran [obley puts computers in their place!

impersonal, meaningless and politically
correct rubbish.

“It's not computers that are doing this’ |
hear you say. No. But they are making an
enormous contribution to the standardisa-
tion of our fives.

Your credit rating, job, income, health
buying and spending habits, sexual habits,
sttus, polical views, genatc ngeprns,

place on computer databases or soon will
be.

You people interested in computers and
buying this magazine; are you not even a
lttle bit concerned? No. | bet you're thinking
“Whos this nut?”

So why are computers so important?
Why can’t we live without them. More
important, are computers addictive.
destructive or maybe even evil? We don't
even think about it, do we? That's what
makes me really ang

We take things for granted, Faster, more
powerful and more productive. Someone
‘asked me the other day: “What do you use
your computer for?” What a daft question. |
use it for lots of things. Things like, er, let
me think erm....anyway that's not the point.

P

times think we are going ar
and have lost something fundamental from
our lives because we are dizzy

Itis said that a fanatic is a guy who dou-
bles his effort when he has forgotten his
aim, and the computer world is getting
fanatical about computers.

Slow down guys. Computers aren't
important. They re fun-to-use tools of enor-
mous benefit if we didn't take it all so seri-
ously. Well, most of us quys in the busi-
ness take it all too seriously. How about
you?

Bryan Cobley.
dl honcho
First Computer Centre
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£3.00 CASH BACK WITH ANY
PACK PURCHASED FROM

PG WORLD

THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE

To support the launch of BBC floppy diskettes simply pur-
chase any type of ten pack from PC World Superstores,
send your receipt and this advert to:

Strand Europe Ltd,

Blackbushe Business Park, Yateley,
Camberley, Surrey GU17 7GE.

and we will send you
a cheque for £3.00
Offer ends 31/1/95

Not in conjuction with any other special offers.
Only one redemption per pack purchased.
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boot from your CoverDisk when de-
‘arehiving applications. The installer pro-
@rams can be located via the install icon
with the appropriate name in
W8_283_Only drawer.

The de-archiving procedure has been
much improved and now combines the
pawer of the official Commodore installer
program with that of Workbench 2.0 and 3.

‘The installer program is designed to be
owerful yet simple for the beginner and
features a user-friendly interface allowing
¥4 10 de-archive programs with a minimum
‘amount of fuss. The installer programs for
‘Workbench 2 and 3 users can be located vi
e cons named:

InstallCprogram nane]

[
o run, simpy doubl click on the icon
Rt oo i e talorprogram.

Using the installer
Ignore the buttons that appear when the
Installer program boots up and simply click
on the Proceed button. The program will
then copy the necessary files to RAM.
Once this has finished it will inform you

that it is about to format a disk in DFO. Click

Proceed, at which point you wil be told

o

to insert a blank disk ready for formatiing.
nce you have ciicked on Proceed, the

installer will indicate that t is formatting the

disk in DFO. When this has finished, click
on Proceed again to start the de-archiving
procedure. When the appiication has been
de-archived you will be told where the de-
archived files are. Click once again on

If at any time you are unsure as to
whether you want to continue installing, you
can click on the Abort Install button.

Occasionally, utities may need to add
instructions to your User-Startup file located
in the S directory 50 that they wil function
correctly. If you want to add the instruc-
tions, cick on Proceed when prompted.

e e ol

install the games
make sure you copy
all the necessary files.
across as listed in the.
CoverDisk pages.

The Amiga (omputing [overllists is
designed to be as simple to use as
possible. Follow these instructions and
you'll be up and running in no time!

Aways boot from your CoverDisk when de-archiving
applications. The installer programs can be located via
the install icon with the appropriate name in the

/B_1.3_Only drawer.

B InstaliCprogran nanel 1.3

. trstallprn1.3

When you load up the 1.3 instaler the program will first
prepare itself ready to de-archive the program

blank disk(s). You willthen be asked to insert a disk to
rmatted into DFO and either press y to continue or
nto abort
Provided you answer y, the disk you insert will be
formatted and the application de-archived.

Installing utilities
You should frst run the MakeUtitiesDisk 1.3 to format
a blank disk called ACUtilities which will be used to
store any utiles you eventuall instal.

This disk can be used with future CoverDisk utiliies.
unti it becomes full. The MakeUtitiesDisk1.3 program
will be a permanent !eulum of the

To install any uii your machine with your
CoverDisk inserted in DFO. Utiities can be installed by
dlicking on their install icon found in the appropriate
Grawer n the WB_1.3_Only drawer. You cannot specity
their destination and any additions to the Startup-
‘Saquence must be done manually.

When installed the utiiies are copied to a drawer
called ACUtils on the ACUtilities disk.
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We have now managed to fix the prob-
fem with AmigaDOS displaying a “disk
is write protected" requester when a

t

Installing utilities

The procedure for instaling utiies is much
the same as installing applications, except
that you can boot from your hard drive or
Workbench disk. As utitis donit need to be
de-archived, you are asked to specify a
directory on your hard drive or Workbenc
disk where you would ke to instal them.

I' you don’t want to install to the deh\u\l

rectory you can change it by clicking on

Ch:nge Destination.
{on wil alow you o slecta new device and
directory. You can create a new drawer for
your uiity o go in by clicking on the Make
New Drawer button and typing in the name.

You can also make a utiies disk by run-
ning the MakeUtitiesDisk1.3 program locat-
o nthe W6.1.3.only craner nd g
your utities to here. At times you may be
Lokad € you warh o nteh & MY sl
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elcome to Techno Sound Turbo
from New Dimensions ~ not just a
sound sampler but a fully working

sound studio featuring well over 100
advanced funciions only previously avalable
in pofessional ecording stucios.

When Techno Sound Turbo has loaded
(see Installng Tochno Sound Turbo) you wil
bo presented wih the main editing interface
When you click the mouse bufton you will be
asked to enter your language and given the
option of diearing the sample memry, which
you shoud answer yes ()

Now that's out of the way we can begin
with ourfrst tutoril which vil teach you how
10 negotiate your way around the Techno
Turbo Sound inertace

The interface

The Techno Sound Turbo interface is
split into three sections
play area, studio options and the signal
level indicator.

The sample dispiay is the large black

appropriate sub-menu scrolls on at the
bottom of the screen.

Inside the sub-menu will be a host of
different options that wil allow you total
control over how your samples sound
and play. You will find a brief description
of all the functions accessible from the
main interface in the annotated picture.

Installing Techno Sound Turbo

Techno Sound Turbo has not been compressed in any way so

screen appears press the left mouse button to continue.

[over Distss

Sounds

(ining loopy

‘Accurate looping is difficult but possible
with Techno Sound Turbo's wide assort-
ment of looping functions. Click on the
Loop button and five gadgets will scroll on
1o the screen at the battom. They are, from
Jeft to right: Forward play, Forward loop,
Sweep, Reverse loop and Reverse play.

Lets take a look at each one individua
Ily. Forward play will smply play the sam-
ple once from left o right. Forward loop
will do exacly the same as Forward play
but will loop 1o the beginning when the end
is reached

Sweep will play the sample from left to
right, then right to left (backwards) and
vice versa. Reverse loop is identical to
Forward loop except the sample is played
in reverse. Reverse play is identical to
Forward play except the sample is played
in reverse also. In all looping cases the
right mouse button will terminate the
operation.

By pressing the Super Loop button you
can enter a third pointer into the sample

right of Super Loop allow you to move the.
pointer (which is blue) 1o a desired loca-
tion. The single arrow moves the pointer
slowly while the double-arrow moves it
quickly

Click and hold the right double-arrow
button and you should see the biue pointer
moving across the sample display to the
fight. Move it to the midde of the sample
display and then press the Forward loop
button.

GameOver sample will be played in
its entiety, at which point t wil loop from
the beginning of the Super Loop pointer —
it will continue to do this until you cancel
the operation. Using the Super Loop you
can repeat specified sections of a sample
as many tmes as you like. Obviously, the.
GameOver sample is not the best example.

try using the Super Loop option with
instrumental samples.

n next months issue of Amiga
Computing we will be discussing the art of

samples

display. The four buttons to the left and

special effects and sequencing, so stay
d

As this is the complete version of Techno Sound Turbo,
New Dimensions has actually supplied a vast collection
of high quality sound samples to get you going.

Click on the Disk button and nine disk-based gadgets
wil scroll onto the screen at the bottom of the display.
Together these offer complete control over the loading
‘and saving of samples and songs.

Al oading functions are indicated with an arrow point-
ing away from the disk image and saving functions with
the arrow pointing to the disk image. Click on the first
gadget - load IFF sound sample.

Techno Sound Turbo's file requester will gently scroll
into view whera the signal level indicator previously w

¥

Click on this drawer and then select the GameOver
sample. ‘GameOver appears in the fie
press Return or click on the OK button to load i into
memory. Now take a close look at the sample display. It

mpu
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will appear that there is no sample loaded but the display
is automatically set o the lowest magnification so it won't
initally be visible.

1f you look o the far left and right edges of the sample.
display you will notice two lines — one white and the
other yellow. These two lines allow you to set a range ~
the white line being the beginning and the yellow the

end.

The white line, or pointer as it s correctly termed, is-
moved by clicking the left mouse button on the appropri-
ate place and the yellow pointer with the right mouse but-
ton. Move the yellow pointer approximately fom to the
Tt ofthe e cre

locate the magnify button below the sample dis-
play m»ck out the annotated picture if you can't find f
‘and click on it. This will magnify the area between the
two pointers o fit the entire sample display. You should
now be able to see the actual GameOver sample.

To get a better impression of the sample, move the.




We can’t offer you a full recording studio but we

can offer the next best thing - the complete

Techno 5ound Turbo package from lew Dimensions

fantastk

iy .1,' »,-J,l,

-

High quaity play

yellow pointer so that s at the end of the actual sample.
wave form. Giick on the magnify button again and the
Sarel st e clopyed skos sntly i e
ple displ

LR S e,
ing on the de-magnify button directly to the right of the
‘magnify button

Now that you can see the sample clearly, let's piay it
10 see how it sounds. Locate and click the Play HQ
(High Quality). The screen will blank and you will hear
the GameOver sample at the highest quality — this is
what HQ stands for.

B 0% Tedio coum T st ey
e TR
white pamm arrows and on the right the yellow
wm

‘Theoo oo you e conrl e the posiioning of
both pointers, allowing for more accuracy when cutting,
pasting and creating loops. The red arfows move the

Input signa display.

Editing option

opeopii e bck o b orignal ocaon, You can
yourself and listen 10 the resuls.
10l roc e oo oceaton egeiing e pointer
positins, take a look at the area directly below the sam-

ple di

Pointer 1 and 2 indicate the start and end positon in
bytes, while Area Size acmauy shows you how many.

nt sample oc

o ok on the 260 Deiey buton e sgnallevel
indicator will be roplaced with a magnified view of each
pointer and the sample wave form which wil allow for
ater accuracy when looping and editing

The outside windows show the input wave forms for
each channel in real time. The three central windows
show the sample wave form underneath pointers 1 and 2
and the Super Loop pointer (explained later on).

1f you move one of the pointers in the sample dispiay
you will see the zoom view being updated under the
appropriate pointer.
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Using th Zoom uncion you
the range pointors ar more accurately

l m Iy ..1".‘\,‘.“ i
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1 the offects aren't quite what you desire why
‘own’? Echo is one such effect

Techno Sour

i Turboprovides excelent
zampling functions o copeseer
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elcome to the Sensible World of
Soccer by Sensible Software, des-
tined to kick all other footie games

into touch. We at A fting thought it
imperative that we offer you a fully playable,
exclusive demo of what promises 10 be the.
best soccer game ever. And here iti.

After the loading screen has appeared

icksing off around
he World

Put on your favourite team’s shirt,
lace up your boots and get ready for
the action with the best demo yet of
football at its greatest

press the fire button and you wil be presen-
ted with two options — Friendly and Demo
League. Friendly allows you to jump straight
in the action and play ball, while Demo
League promotes you to manager of your
favourite team, which we're sure will be

Compuing.

if you select Friendly you wil notice that
only one of the four options is enabled
(green). This is because this version of
SWOS is a demo ~ in case you hadn't
b

ot Gl Tate e, Erglrd ard
roky Dieon O, S you v resciac
this point you will be able to s ot
team. You can play as a playerimanager or
manager only by selecting your team with
SN 0 o e T spporant el

lected in red. For a two-player game, make
sure two teams are highiighted biue.

n you are ready 1o proceed click on
Play Friendly, at which point you will be taken
e cnange
your team make up by simply s
players you wish o swap and a\xermg 3

Basic skills

There are a few ball control skills that need to be mastered when
playing SWOS. The most important of these is the curved ball. If

u are running with the ball you can curve it when you kick by
quickly pushing the joystick in the direction you wish the ball to

e.

You run with the ball your player picks up speed. As speed
increases he will have less chance of directing or lummg be bl
The best way to progress is to make short but speedy passes - the
ball will be passed to another player if one is near enough.

I the opponent has the ball and you have a player near to him
you can press the fire button
and attempt a sliding tackle.
However, try not 1o foul your
opponents as the referee will
have no qualms about handing
out yellow or red cards.

W08 1 the skl temer
The bl can e conivied
by addis

Amiga Comp
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formation for which 4-3-3 and 3-4-3 are avail-
e T
click on the OK butt

o mke sibatfutons o cangs ks
during the match wait until the ball is out of
play and press the cursor up key or cursor
down key, depending on which way you
shooting, on your keyboard. This wilbring up
the manager's bench, along with an
Move the arrow 1o point over the coach to
change tactics. Move it over the players in
order to make substitutions.

T, Mo e ot bee o8
in your team, select Squad. From here you
can also swap playevs around in order to
‘maximise your team potentia.

Transtorwi sl you 1 6y and sl play-
ers. You select the player you wish to buy
and then make an offer. I the offer is sub-
stantial enough the manager will agree and
the player will be transferred into your squad.

play. This function is disabled on the demo
version but you will be able o gain a good
impression of how it

“The key 1o success in SWOS is knowl-
edge. You can gain a good impression of
how opponent teams are performing by
selecting View World. By choosing a team
(England, taly or Scotland in this demo) and
a division you can find out who the highest
goal scorers are, view the way in which their

Senaile Werdof Socceraows you o pck
blayers, change formation and alter tactics

games are played and check out each team
ke The il clment n manigh
your team is 10 keep a close eye

iy betnitin e Socomsed vie Al
Busi

o baraJou Wi gan valuabie nfomel
S b the Yde's et cvor o youl
current balance, income from player sales
and income from player purchases. A

understanding of all these elements is
required if you are to become a champi-
onship manager and take your team 1o the

Although this exclusive Amiga Computing
demo is packed with features, the full game

promises even more. For a full isting of all
addiions to the fll version of SWOS, check
out the text on the loading screen — you
won'tfail to be impressed.

Tactics editor
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Now that you have seen just what is capable with
the encellent Techno Sound Turbo sampling pack-
age, why not upgrade to the complete package,
including d:gltrsz/ audio leads and the Techno Sound

User Guide
New Dimensions are offering two exclusive reader offers which will allow you
to complete or improve your Techno Sound Turbo package at a reduced cost.

Techno Sound Turbo

To compliment your CoverDisk, New Dimension are offer-

Please send me Techno Sound Turbo (the full product) at £15.00

ing the complete package for only £15 (RRP £20.99) Delver to.
"his ncludes the igiiser which wil allow you {0 sample Name (MrMsMissMs) 3
from & source such s a tape Ik 5

deck, CD player, stereo or TV,
audio leads with which you can
connect your Amiga to a selec-

___ Daytime Telephone

Postcode

Iwish o payby...

[ Cheque/Postal Order payable to New Dimensions
Credit Card (Visa/Access)

(oL e o o 1 9 R o I

Please allow 28 days for delivery.
m]

Y B
Guide packed with hints and tips nw:- =
and reference.

Also included is an update
form for Techno Sound Turbo 2 B2 3
at a special reader price of just
£12 - normally £16. 4

Techno Sound Turbo 8

The latest enhancement to the original
Techno Sound Turbo 2 features a wealth of
new functions including direct to hard drive
recording, real-time special effects and a
fully functional sequencer. Techno Sound
Turbo 2 comes complete with digtiser,
audio leads and an informatve manual
The retail price for this package is
9. New Dimensions and Amiga
L‘umpunngave offering Techno Sound Turbo 2 for just £23.99.

Please send me Techno Sound Turbo 2 (the full product) at £23.99

Deliver to.
Name.
Address

Postcode

Daytime Telephone

Iwish o pay by..

[] ChequelPostal Order payable to New Dimensions
Gredit Card (Visa/Access)

Gerdno. [T T T[] BRI

Please allow 28 days for delivery

To order your complete package of either Techno Sound Turbo
or Techno Sound Turbo 2, please il in the appropriate coupon
and retum it o:

New Dimensions, Brooklands House,

Bryngwyn, Raglan, Gwent NP5 2AA

1994



ourtesy of some ingenious

Lightwave by simply adding a few extra
Scrpts o the exsting Macro selecion.
PowerMacros are split between mod-
eler and Layout of the
Lightwave environment. However as
Modeler is the only element which
has a direct link to ARexX, ifs haro
where all the macros are initially

appled.

“The obvious question is how mod-
eler ‘scenes and
special effects in Layout? The
answer is automatic scene genera-
tion bult directly into the macros
themselves.

In total you receive 17 macros spit
into four categories, namely Energy,
Layout, Modeler and Business, as

R sty o e s e
ray collection, the Layout offerings stil
some invaluable t00ls.

Snake is a prime example of painless

ich formerty would have been a
ting endeavour. Basicall, Snake
generates serpentine morph objects using
result being swimming fish,
sithering snakes and so on.
Next comes Render Batch, which not sur-
ly offers a similar acily 1o that prov-
ided by the render sequence feature in
Wavemaker — see this month's features lst.

Courtesy of Render Batch you can auto-
mate the generation of an unlimited number
of scenes, with the files saved as either

IFFs.
Scene is another, sometimes essen-
tial option which allows the transfer of
ne fles between volumes and,
intum, machines.

Not only does the macro alte the scene file
10 reflect the changes bu it will copy al the
‘objects and image maps to new user-defined
Iocations, with the only exception being

maps.
However, the new scene wil sl reflect the

sequentialmage selection, 5o all

do is move the sequence manualy later on.

Although far from glamorous, many profes-

slonale my fiod hs tr most imporant

Smooth Veloty i ye another pantul task
made easy, as f croates a constant velocty
for an existing moion path. Again this is a
trcky proposition with spline-based motion

pat
The Focal Distance macro puts another
nightmare 10 the sword. Actually animating
field can be an absolute nightmare.

Now tracking an object using a depth of field

ducing a perfect DOF envelope for the scene.

Macro

[rnrrcsIm

MagiC

(an AReny really make

Modeler

Now we're entering the real bread and butter depart-

using polygon is arguably one of the best modeling time-
savers in the collection. This allows you to mirror an
object via a selecied polygon within the scene — instant
o
ivot

ment, starting with Lo por
entire scene directly into modeler.

‘comes the Clone object and surfaces, yet anot-
her excellent e

Save i
1 ind one of the most annoying aspects of importing
objects into Layout i the program’'s habit of piing allthe
ob} Thisis

surfaces within cloned objects — surprise, surprise.
Thanks to this useful it number, duplicates of a par-
ticular object not only get a number appended 1o the
object but also matching attributes names in ascending
order, Therefore its much quicker to define separate sur-

face atti %
Fiip Around polygon is yet ancther handy addition

in conjunction with the Attach Polygon macro. Mirror

ulary infuriating when the objects are all elements of a
larger hierarchical structure which then has to be
painstakingly rebult.

Fortunately, thanks to Save Pivot Point, the nightmare
is now over as you can build the hierarchy in modeler
‘and define separate pivot poins for each sub-object.

Now when you run the macro all the elements in the
hierarchy remain in ‘and retain their pivot points.
when imported nto layout — absolute biss.
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Atthe risk of being boring, PowerMacros
L Lightwave add-
. perfect for anyone who's into the
s e purely corporate.
indispensable collection
for the serious 3Dphile.

Product: PowerMacros
Suppier: Fronie ity
ice: £99.95
Tel: 071 721 7050
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55 million years in the
maksing - the Amiga
meets RIS with the

FRaptor. Amiga
(omputing explores
the new union

FjeUua b e
of m

complete the project, they in fact
ed the original specification by

a the Raptor 1
s. Not only did the ct

1D-rondered sprites coupls
with old style gamepiay.
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Although Amiga Computing has had

the Raptor Plus for quite some time.
As you can see from the screen

question when it comes to the finer
points of the new union.

of the Raptor. Having the power to
experiment makes all the difference.
You leam by experience and courtesy
of the Raptor — the learning curve is
transformed from a mountain into a
molehill

Aside from enhancing mastery of
the software, John is also particularly
impressed by the Raptors ability to
handle some of Lightwave's advanced

As any 3D animator will know to
their cost, experimentation is the key

John's opinion this is the real benefit

the existing range. As a result the Raptor
Plus now pumps out rendered images 60
times faster than a standard 25Mhz
A4000, while the Raptor Il manages
roughly half that via its single, rather than

which take perhaps 30 seconds (o ren-
der normally only ook between two to
four seconds longer when rendered
with time consuming extras such as

twin, CPU set-up, thereby matching the
original Screamer speed for approximately
half the price.

OK, we've mentioned it's fast, but ho
does a RISC-based rendering engine link
p the Amiga? A good question, with
Ethernet connection being the answer
Fortunately there's much more to the
Raptor Il than simply a super fast CPU.

DISGUISE

In reality, each Raptor 1 is in fact a fully
fledged RISC-based PC workstation, com
plete with its own monitor, mouse, key.
board, CD-ROM, SCSI Il controller
Ethernet and 24-bit video board all run
ning under WindowsNT.

As a result all you need is a compatible
Ethernet card in your Amiga — the hydra Il
being the preferred choice. Once the two
are connected all that remains is o install

The Dream team

Available within the next few
months are selections of games
featuring the delights of 3D ren-
dered scenes and action. The
two most touted itles are Super
Stardust and Alien Breed: Tower
Assault, the former being an
updated sequel to Asteroids with
large and glossy 3D knobs on
and the latter the sequel o the

on the Amiga, is a blend of risk-
style strategy and arcade action
where the player must amass as much riches, land and power as
possible by planning and invading various castles and strong-
holds. Again, the game will feature rendered cut aways, intro and
ending to add to the atmospherics.

Witchwood, a scrolling adventure game, and a host of other
tiles are also making an appearance nex! year. From what we've
seen s far of the work in progress, al dispirited and gloom-laden
Amiga game players will be pleasanly surprised.

[cover FeaTure [IR

Operators opinions

motion blur and particle blur added.
Normally adding such options dramat-
ically increases rendering, but with the

Raptor Plus to accompany their exist-
ing machine.

ety fm =
-

for the PC

Witchwood - an eight-way scrolling
arcade adventure with aives, fairies
‘and other fantasy odities
the ScreamerNet software and the
Lightwave rendering engine onto the
Raptor. The is achieved by actually
installing the software on the Amiga which
in tum adds the necessary software to the
Raptor via the aforementioned Ethernet
connection.

After installing these two disks of
essential data you're off and running. In
fact the floppy duet are the only elements
that require installation by the user, as
each Raptor ships with its Windows NT
operating system pre-installed.

| must admit | find the choice of
Windows NT as the preferred OS rather
annoying, simply because of the massive
amount of system resources it demands.
However, that's NewTek's chosen OS for

>
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network rendering and given its prowess
in this particular area, | suppose it's a wise
move.

But even so, the fact remains that in
order to run Windows NT 16Mb of RAM is
a minimum — simply to boot the machine.
Fortunately the Raptor II ships with 32Mb
of 36-bit RAM as standard, which can be
expanded to 128Mb if the need arises.

EXPANSION

Its bigger brother, namely the Raptor
Plus, ships with a massive 64Mb as stan-
dard - which again can be expanded to
128

When it comes to storage you receive a
500Mb hard drive as standard, split into
two partitions, one being dedicated to
import and storage of Lightwave scene
files and texture maps, while the remain-
ing drive is left to Windows NT and any

into a 30 reaiiy.
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other software you see fit o install.

Obviously the NT version of the infa-
mous windows has real appeal to those
running the Workstation as a network
server, but as a basic OS for a rendering
engine it does seem 1o be a case of over-
ill. However, it must be stressed the
Raptor is sold as a complete computer
which, when the need arises, can double
up as a rendering engine for other
machines.

In fact given the necessary Ethernet
connections, customised Amiga software
and the installation of the appropriate ren-
dering engine, there's no reason it
couldn't turn its hand to just about any
application — in theory.

As existing Lightwave 3.5 users will be
well aware, the program boasts an SN —
alias Screamer Net — button on the layout
control panel and it's from here you make
the connection with the Raptor.

Thanks to this mysterious addition to
the menu bar you have the ability to use
up 1o eight processors connected via a
Windows NT network.

As a result, the potential speed of a

System speed

Thanks to this mysterious
addtion to the menu bar you
Haue the aiity o use u to gt processors
onnected uia & Uindows T
netuarh.

fully populated system is mind numbing —

would theoreticaly result in rendering
times approaching 500 times that of a
standard A4000 040.

As mentioned above, the two Raptor:
variants ship with one and two CPU
respectively, so it's possible o add four
Raptor Plus’s or eight Raptor Iis to a sin-
gle Amiga.
SIMPLICITY

Assuming the necessary connections;
and software are in place, setup is prey
straightforward. Once Lightwave is boo-
ted the first task is to initialise the Raptor
by clicking on the button provided in thel

SN menu.
It alf's well you then simply Send A/l

Although the Raptor system makes a dramatic difference when it comes to
ightwave, it must be stressed fully that it only has any affect on Lightwave

rendering.

As a result, the rest of your system will stil depend entirely on the speed of your
existing CPU. As it stands, the best way 1o increase processing times across the
Amiga in general is by adding a Warp Engine or a similar 040 accelerator to your

system.

However, by the time you read this article the first generatior

n of 060 accelerators

should be shipping, which if the literature is to be believed will provide speeds
around 12 times that of a standard 25Mhz 040 A4000.
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F4es 10 the Raptor/network. At this point
e entire Lightwave scene is copied to
¥ rendering engines hard disk.

If you then select render the power of
& the available CPUs on the et are put
% work rendering the scene.

If for some reason you don't like the
0 results, you can simply alter the nec-
wssary elements and Send Scene File
which updates the Raptor version of your
stost alterations — a big time-saver over
sending the entire scene via the Send All
Fies button,

It's also possible to update objects and
mages within the scene via separate bu
%ons, as well as update the Raptor version

4 the rendering engine when you receive
% new revision to Lightwave.

When you've finished a particular scene
Glear Al Files not surprisingly removes
the existing scene from the rendering
gines hard drive, ensuring there’s
plenty of space for the next scene. s

Uerdict

By now I'm sure you've spotted the
price tag for both versions of the
Raplor. As a result it goes without say-
the system is definitely for the very
serious end of the Amiga market.
However, even at such a jaw drop-
ping price the system nevertheless
brings the Amiga true workstation per-
formance at and even beyond that
of the most powerful Silicon Graphics
systems ~ and all at a fraction of the
price.

[coven FearuncllSe

‘The Amiga wouldn't be the same without that group of
programmers, artists and management in Wakefield,
Yorkshire that have consistently produced games of
high calibre for the last few years.

Team 17 are synonymous with the image of a smal,
youth-based bunch of enthusiasts who decided not so
fong ago that they wanted to do something with the

ommodore machine that many other companies were
having trouble doing ~ producing playable games.

Before you begin wondering how much Team 17
may have paid this financially starved writer to write
such a glowing repor, it does wel 1o bear in mind that
the average score for all their games across all maga-
zine formats s above ninety percent. Not a bad track
record,

As one of the only software companies remaining
that hasn't been bought out yet by the likes of Electronic.
Arts or Virgin, the independent, old school of thinking
Team 17 stil have an extremely healthy financial back-
bone to apply pressure to when the need arises for
investing in the future.

aptor Plus was one such decision. Costing in
the region of £14,000, it was seer
piece of kit for the graphic artsts on site. Martyn Brown,
creative director and Mr Firm but Fair guy round the
office, explains their predicament: “The Amiga 4000 can
only render so much at a time and seemed a waste of
John Allardice’s [3D animation artist] potential. We
came up with two options 10 resolve the situation — buy
a Silicon Graphics machine or use the Amigas we
already have.
LR SR e i
seen as the hoice. “On hearing that it was 60
{5 e B39 i a A 400, o ot
out, contacted Bill Owen at RAMiga Intenational and
bought one.

But why ot an SGI? “There was no point,

n as a must-have

explains

L e T e A SN W SR
\deed, it would seem that DID, the 3D programmers
ot e th otsa T, e plans to do

buying a top-spec 3D Amiga system ‘is cheaper than a
house.”

“The financial and time saving benefis offered by the.
newly installed Raptor Plus are already on ample dis-
play. “With the Raptor, you can do a minute or two of
animation in a couple of days where it might have taken
two weeks before. The old cliché “time is money” is very
appropriate,” states Martyn. * Instead of having three
doing an intro sequence, it's just John and the

Martyn is sure that the introduction to Microcosm,
which took & long time to put together, could be created
in two months with their current setup. Uniike the much
hyped and overrated Psygnosis title though, Team 17's
creative director is adamant that flashy intros featuring
glossy 3D graphics will not become the focus of their
forthcoming games.

I'm not into interactive movies. The only reason
we're making the investment in the high end kit is to
add atmosphere and a movie-like backing,” said
Martyn. “With this hardware, we can make everything
ook a lot better. The results add believabiliy to the
overall ile - we've always concentrated on gameplay.

ith the Amiga at the core of al their operations and
a substantial catalogue of games to be released on the
Commodore machines over the next year or 5o, there is
o fear of Team 17 jumping boat and leaving its fans in
the lurch. *People who say that you can't make money
out of the Amiga are talking crap — the Amiga games
are il at the top of the Gallup charts consistently.

Indeed, Martyn is quite clear on why many compa-
nies lose money when they release a product on the
1200. He believes that most releases aren't worth the
disk they're stored on and punters just aren't interested
in being ripped off.

As for future releases, there are some very promising
tiles o the way.Product: Raptor IUPlus

Supplier: Ramiga Intemational
Price: TBA Approx £10,000 + VAT
Raptor Plus £14,500

Tel: 0690 770 304

Amiga Computing
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Alfa Data New 800 DP...

Trackball Alfa Data.
Trackball A Light.

290 DPl Mouse.
DPI Mouse.
Mouse/Joystick

40MHz 4Mb RAM

G-FORCE for A1500 - A2000
Spede 030 40MHz £67900.
Supra 1441C. oz

por o

For A1200 - A600 Sportstar 14400 + Fax
CD-1200 Controler. £6500  Worldport 14400 + Fax
ExCase with PSU. 69900  Courier v32 Turbo + Fax.
Mitsumi Dual Spee £12900

A1200 Overdrive CD-ROM -£194.00 ACH ORIES
RN AEG0- AC00. AS00E. —_ACCESSORIES ...
TA500, AGOO, AS00%. pierCale. 500

1499

: ot
[ RepAIR SERVICE
‘K!w uwulm\m for most Amiga comf
on s

Modem/Nul.. et £10 for
- | Which we ml enmvm your m«wmev and
‘21200 Clock . n exact quotation price’
Dust Covers. therepa L s s cried out the €1
then deducted from yourbil.

RSN s MR

st
_Low §0§T A1200 RAM DISKS HD or DD HOW TO ORDER

ordering by telephone please qu

32.bit RAM with clock 100% eror free bk disks "B ki
0 s your credit card Y ol wed by
850 ! INTERNAL REPLACEMENT gy date and s your ol rame and|
9 lease make

i a0 s posul o, plese alow
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DELIVERY CHARGES

e
the vae of £33 please add £350
items above £59 please add £10 it
v, Ofshore and highiands, plese \:Ho'
quotation. In addition, we-

xpress. smnzs, smmay dewlvy

fmu i un%jgx,

'ASOD, ASOO+ internal..
CoProfor above 600, AT200.
% 5 A2000.

malat s £ w

« and major corporates. (Strictly 14 days net). Please phone for approval.

Official purchase orders welcome from Educational establishment
All prices include VAT. Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E&OE.

All goods under £50 please add £3.50 pép and all goods above £50 please add £10 ‘Courier Service. Next day service please call.

126 Bore Sireet, Uuue felmonton, Lundon 118 242
el Ds1-2435 6000

SOBIESAS 6806

" Major eredit ards accepted
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hen it comes o spreadsheet pro-
grams, Amiga accountants have ot
had the benefits of industry bench-
marks like Excel or Lotus 1-2-3.
However, there are some highiy capable alter-
inatives avallable 1o ther

Though Maxiplan has been at the head of
e field for a long time, now the developers of
Tumoc;ic are hoping that their V.2 can seize

TubeCal clearly aims 1o outclass the com-
petition as far as looks go. The attractive inter-
I o0 conviee wih ik ook locs
which make accessing commonly needed
ommands faster and more user-friendly than
Keyboard shortcuts.

‘The concentration on appearance, however,

fccoun

has not been at the expense of power when it
omes to data manipulation and calculation.
In fact there are over a hundred functions and
120 Macros available.

Al the features you'd expect are there.
Selection can be done using the mouse and
finding a particular cell is made easier
because you can create a grid. Dragging the
mouse lets you highiight a range.

Data can be cut, copied or pasted either by
QI ernelcii s o e

erted without messing up.
e B iicne st ot clocumens

PROTECTION

If you're using this package at home you
might not want the kids poking ito your per-
sonal inance files, 5o  protecion option is
provided in Turbo which should prevent any
Such problen.

There's aiso a facilty allowing the user to
fide rows or columns. This is important
because confidential information can be
included into the spreadshee's calculations
without revealing it o unaithorised peoplg

[ % oo s o ocity 10 poneras
pl, auto-

¥ Tou ¥ con o b s
create a series with data.

Imagine a set of calculations is based or
AT being fixed at 15 per cent. If the VAT rate
changes later, Turbo lets you alter the formula
[ e et conumant it oo rch -

database is a powerful add-
tion with search, sort, copy, extract, delete
and other facilities such as number of
matches, average and so

in, bar, line, point, step and pie charts

‘The package allows you to choose different
fonts for headings and so on, and these can
be enlarged for a more emphatic ook
Frames can also be drawn up to highiight

B My

il

i

[soFTwanre IS

HHTA T

H N‘HI!EH!!
B

[ookiing the bookss is —

‘oasy and inci

oil, maybe not.

dht

accelerator

1 ot
using a trame.
fields of data. Add to this the abilty to change
the background colour of sections of the
sheet, plus alignment and columnrow sizing
functions and it becomes obvious that Turbo
is a winner on this count.
A final feather in ts cap regarding presen-
tation is its integrated graphic print. It trans-

fers the processed sheet as a free scalable
graphic 10 the printer and, thanks 1o the new
scalable character set of 0S2.0, produces the
best qualty print

y, the documentation supplied was not
Up 10 the standards set so far. An aftempt has
been made to cater for the beginner but the

Small faults aside, TurboCalc is an excellent product. In fact,
our accountant was impressed enough to compare it
favourably with Excel, with which it has a lot of similarities.
The speed and simplicity offered by the interface has by no
[ i e e ey
What's more, Amiga accounts work has never

sis program.
Iooked this good before.

To be honest, most home users won't use more than a fifth
of the functions available, but its flexibility is commendable
all the same. Already popular in Germany, Turbo deserves to
be a winner over here.

‘2 3D effect
‘actuaily makes data exci
‘W

""" without struggling with

pair ing enough —

Sslow software. fev —
the process up with
Turbolalc Yersion 2.10.

transiation from German into English some-
times causes confusion.

On-ine help isn't bad and covers most of
the commands you'l need. Having said that,
sections could be sub-divided more to allow
quicker access 10 the required topic.

Turbo ot only supports ARexx but it also
has a built in Macro-feature and these pow-
erful tools will allow users to automate
processes. Even the beginner should be
able to use Macros in this program. They
can either pick from a menu of built-in
options or they can record a sequence of
keyboard instructions.

SYSTEN ESSETTALS

Bz () (2D

Workbench

=

The bottom line

Product: TurboCalc V2.0
Distributor: Power Computing Ltd,
44 ab Stanley Street,
Bedford MK41 7RW

0234 273000
Price: £59.95

Ease of use
Implementation 8
Value for money 9
Overal
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RS




White Knight Technology

THE PROFESSIONAL e

AMIGA SPECIALISTS T 0992 - 714539
SUPPORTING SERIOUS USERS F A Xo.30am -6pm Monday - Friday
PO BOX 2395, WALTHAM CROSS, HERTS, EN8 7THQ

HARD DRIVES |
FROM MONDAY 3157 OCTOBER '94, OUR NEW NUMBERS WILL BE :- IS PTO-Taty B
290 MB SCSI 35" £ 249
535 MB SCSI2 3.5" £ 349
1.0GB SCSI2 3.5" £ 699
2.1GB SCSI23.5" £1199

A1200 ACCELERATORS DTS %ffg&j;?’s;?‘l’]\“‘
BLIZZARD 1230-" TURBO ko 2 e 3_5 ‘esl 3 -2
o Sandard SINM St Clc AMIGA 4000 | "ocessee”

3 SCS1 Port, No RAM fitied

WITH 40MHz EC030, No MMU £225 ALL AMIGA 4000 MODELS ARE N 4.3Gb £ 2299
40MHz EC030 & 33MHz FPU £ 275 VERY SHORT SUPPLY - PLEASE
40MHz EC030 & 50MHz FPU £325| | CARk FOR PRICES AND AVALBLITY| A4000 IDE
50MHz 68030 and MMU £289 340MBIDE3S"  £219
50MHz 68030 & 50MHz FPU £ 399 e

BLIZZARD SCSH-II IF for 1230 £ 79 e

GVP A|230 Perlormance Series Il 1.1GBIDE35"  £59

| Gl Opion 4802 FPU And SCS1 Por et LRt HARD DRIVE |

k Recording, Ediing & Pla n
| WITH 4om:z Egggg :Mb RAm S LCONTROLLER
40MHz Mb RAI er Animation a ne i
and 40MHz 68882 FPU al B . FASTLANE Z3
50MHz 030,4Mb RAM SCSH-I + Upto 256Mb

50MHz 030, 4Mb RAM 3 32-Bit RAM For the A4000
ind 50MHz 68882 FPU Now Only £

a

GVP A1291 SCSI IF for A1230 1l £ 59 AMIM ’200

A4000 ACCELERATORS Official PAL Version FROM NEW’ A1200+ 85 MB HD £ 445
: A1200+127MB HD £ 489

WARBENGINE 25/ 33/ d0M2 suonr § 449 A1200+200MB HD £ 519

4x72Pin SIMM v - A12004340MB HD £ 689

BultinFASTSG 7 st -

3 MEMORY
(With 68040/40) " k
il . 128Mb RAM, ScreamerNet Software, SIMM'S

BLIZZARD 4030 TURBO 50MHz 68030 + Ethernet Card & Enlan DFS Software 32MB SIMM-32  £1149 |
MMU, Opt. FPU (For A3000/4000) ~ £ 259 2 16MB SIMM-32 £ 649 |
Available with 50MHz 68882 FPU for £ 369 & 8MB SIMM32 £ 325
COMMODORE A3640 Card, 25MHz 68040 RA 4MB SIMM-32 € 150 |
(As Fitted In Amiga 4000-040) SH £ 499 3.1 UPGRADE KIT 2MB SIMM32 £ 85
CYBERSTORM 040/40MHz 68040 + 32-Bit WORKBENCH & KICKSTART IMBSMM32 £ 29
RAM, Opt. SCSHI (For A4000 range) £ 899 Manual set with 6 disks, ROM(s), and instructions e
GVP G-FORCE 40MHz 68040 + 4Mb A500/500+/1500/2000 % 89.95 AMB £ 195

328it RAM (Exp. 128Mb), Optional SCSHI A3000/3000T/4000 £ 99.95 | 16MB £ 985

DMA Controller (For A3000/4000) £ 989
e VIDEO EDIT CONTROLLER - The KRP "TES20"
A2000ACCELERATORS Ariga Base ystom Usng Bumod ' Timeece, GontlsUpo ¢ Machre. RCTC
mpatible, SMPTE read & write. GP| Trigger. LANG / Panasonic / RS232 etc. Shot
| GVP G-FORCE 40MHz 68EC030 + Eists, Vision Mixer conol, Aucio cues, unimited scene capacity, synchronised audo |
882, 4MB 32-Bit RAM + SCSI Port  £685 | | dubbing. Upgradable to upto 8 parallel control industrial machines, RS422 and VITC. |
GVP G-FORCE 33MHz 68040 + Prices From £ 499
4MB RAM, SCS|, Ser&ParPorts £979 | | Please Call For Full Specifications Of This System




REMOVABLE DRIVES

“THE BOX 150" BERNOULLI By IOMEGA
150MB SCSI-2 INTERNAL DRIVE £ 485
150MB SCSI-2 EXTERNAL DRIVE £ 555
150MB REMOVABLE CARTRIDGE £ 95
SYQUEST DRIVES
105MB SCSI INT. 35" x 1 DRIVE
105MB SCSI EXTERNAL DRIVE
105MB REMOVABLE CARTRIDGE
270MB SCSI INT. 35" x 1" DRIVE
270MB SCSI EXTERNAL DRIVE
270MB REMOVABLE CARTRIDGE

£295
£415
£55
£449
£589
£ 65

MAGNETO OPTICAL DRIVES
FUJITSU 128MB SCSI INTERNAL £ 649

| FUJITSU 128MB SCSI EXTERNAL £ 749
| FUJITSU 230MB SCSI INTERNAL  £799
FUJITSU 230MB SCSI EXTERNAL £ 899
BOX OF 5 128MB MO DISKS £149
BOX OF 5 230MB MO DISKS £249

DAT TAPE BACKUP

CONNOR SCSI DAT - 2Gb, Ext
CONNOR SCS| DAT - 8Gb, Ext.

CD ROM DRIVES

TOSHIBA XM4101B SCSI-2 (Int.), Twin
Speed, Multi-Session (Tray Load) ~ £219
TOSHIBA XM4101B SCSI-2 (Ext.), Twin
Speed, Multi-Session (Tray Load)  £279
TOSHIBA XM3401B SCSI-2 T/Speed

Int., MS, Fast Access (Caddy Load) £ 279
TOSHIBA XM3401B SCSI-2 T/Speed
Ext., MS, Fast Access (Caddy Load) £ 409

SOFTWARE

VISTA PRO 3.1, DISTANT SUNS V5.0,

TERRAFORM & MAKEPATH Bundle £ 65

LIGHTWAVE 3D V3.5 (PAL) £449

ART DEPT. PRO. V25 £149

REAL 3D V2 NewPrice  £339
| BARS & PIPES PRO V2.5 £215
| MEDIA POINT V3.28 £229

TVPAINT 2 (Picasso Retina / Hariequin /£GS) £ 179
| SCALA MULTIMEDIA 210 (AGA)

SCALA MULTIMEDIA 300 (AGA)

SCALA MM 300 + ECHO 100

SCALA ECHO 100 Edit Controller

PRO CONTROL (For ADPRO)

ASIM CD-ROM FILESYSTEM (V2) E 55

MORPH PLUS

QUARTERBACK TOOLS DELUXE : 79

£1029
£1109

CPUs & FPUs

68881 20MHz PGA £ 29 66882 25WiHz PGA € 49
| 68682 33MHz PGA £ 79 68882 5OMHz PGA £ 99
| 68882 25MHz PLCG - For Ado0OCR0 etc. € 69

68882 GSMHz PLCG - For A4O0OGD eto. € 89

68882 40MHz PLCG - For A4000I0G0 oo, £119

40402 or Upgrading AkOOOLCo0 165

68030 25MHz with MMU (PGA Style)

68030 33MHz with MMU (PGA Style)

68030 50MHz with MMU (PGA Style)

s Zorro Il card perfc

tape e
time

hard drive
4000-030 (2 +8Mb, 1.0Gb HD)
Digital Broadcaster 32 (Zorro 111 Card)
MediaFlex Produce

Monitor (For Ami
For Video)
vare (ADPRO)
tem Configuration & Testing
GIVING FULL, BROAD
INE, NON-LINEAR, VIDI
FOR FURTHER DETAILS, PLEASE CALL

Monitc

MAIN BOARD (V.2)
VIDEO PROCESSOR
VIDEO SUITE

TBC card with
ding PAL/SECAM/NTSC
FRAMEBUFFER R c
B FILTER for GVP TBC+
External

mp
VHS / Hi8 unit. S/W Controlled

Z3 24Bit Zorro lll card, 1Mb

23 24Bit Zorro lll card, 4Mb £ 619

DI

409

MONITORS

PHILIPS CM8833-l 14" PAL RGB, Y/C &
Composite Input (0.38 dot pitch, Stere) £ 239

MICROVITEC CUB-SCAN 1438 14"

(Mult-sync, 0.28 dot pitch, No Sound) £295

FORONLY £ 499

SCANNERS

EPSON GT-6500 A4,
24-Bit Colour with ASDG |
| Software & Cable £ 699

MICROBOTICS
SX-1

Expansion for CD32_£195

SYSTEM
BUILDING
WE HAVE THE EXPERTISE |
TO BUILD A COMPLETE |
SYSTEM FOR YOUR |
APPLICATION - PLEASE
CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR |
REQUIREMENTS

SPECIALISTS

HAPPY TO ADVISE YOU.

SONAL SERVICE

FAND AFTERSALES BACKUP

THAT 1S SECOND TONOKE,
OOK NO FURTHER

DELIVERY L'HAREES
Express Small £ 6
edium £ 7

SURCHARGE
It ordering with ACCESS or VISA
there is a 2.5% surcharge.
No surcharge for DELTA,
CONNECT or SWITCH.

HOWTO ORDER
HAVE YOUR CARD DETALS|
READY, AND CALL -

0992 714539

New Phone Number From
31/10/94 Is 01920 822321

BY POST :-
CALL FIRST TO VERIFY
PRICE AND AVAILIBILITY.
BEFORE SENDING YOUR
ORDER TO
"WHITE KNIGHT
TECHNOLOGY",
P.O. BOX 2395,
WALTHAM CROSS,
HERTS. EN8 7HQ
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n e food o Lirave adéns
w pouring in from acrss the pond, 1
eom a it hasy t pick one

package as the best of the bunch, However
aftr spending a few hours n the company of
Wavermaker s ik Fm more than wilng to
o

Uil tho vast majry of iy ofer
ings, Wavemaker dossn' sctualy add any
new features o the basic Lightwave reper
{ofe. However, wht t dos provdo s noth
ing shor of a cream come tue for countiess
commersal animators

I shor,t brings automatin to the some-
mes painful process of 30 design and an-
maton. In essence, Wavemaker does for 30
hat Scala & Co, have done for 20 imacy
and conventonal Amiga anmaton

Basicall the program is th frst 1o ofer
point and cik 3D design. During nsaltion
& hugo colcton of motn paths,cbjects

As you've probably gathered, Wavemaker is impressive,
but thera is one sight proble. Although designed to work
hand in hand with Lightwave, I'm alraid in certain cases it
doesni
AS you can see from the screen shot, certain aspects of

the interface are dedicated to interacting directly
with Lightwave — the idea being you run both programs
simultaneously.

ihe most part this option works perfectly. However
due to what Axiom Software describe as a bug within
Lightwave35, the program cannot transfer scenes directly
to Lightwave as it can with earfer versions.

roblem is caused because 3.5 demands at least
one light in every scene file. In the past this wasn't the
s o 8 S doesn'tincluding a fight

rt of s sce

by oy o, many ofher third-party products it

has been caught out by the surprise release of 3.5.
According o a spokesman at Axiom they v already con-
tacted Lightwave’s designer and he has promised to
rectfy the problem with the next Lightwave upgrade - due.

= fi fly in the
pintment

Paul Austin explores the ultimate

add-on for 30 couch potatoes

even the odd texture map s added - all neatly

their contents to your system, al that remains
is to fire-up the software and sit back in
amazement as the software goes to work
‘compiing animated scenes in seconds, which
normally would take hours of painstaking
attention to detal

Although a slight exaggeration, this is
almost exactly what happens when using the
software in its simplest form. The only thing
required is an existing Lightwave logotype
object. This can be anything you ke, usually
consisting of extruded text.

As you're probably aware Lightwave
or rather modeler, can convert PostScript
fonts into 2D polygons which in tum can be
extruded into 3D. Assuming you have either a
string of text or an existing 3D logo,
simply select it and you'e off. At this point the

in November. In practise this means you cannot run b
packages simultaneously, as Wavemaker lu\om.am:a“y
updates the present Lightwave scene whenever you save
a newly created script - at which point Lightwave crashes.

Although a seemingly terminal problem, there is a
simple solution. You simply create and save your script,
S pum a Lightwave scene file is generated
autom

Yoo ten oad Lightwave, import the scene manually,
save it immediately ~ at which point a single fight is added
by Lightwave — then reload it and everything works

rlectly

In practise this s only a minor inconvenience, however
it doos afect one feature quite dramaticall. Unfortunately.
due to the problem it's impossible to use the Render
Fim Wavemaker, as this demands you

Ve 4 SR Lptns i the background,

which of ofaa caeet e,

Fortunately his is the only feature lost as al others
work pertectly, regardiess of whether Lightwave is active

 otherwise.
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Instant storyboards at the fouch of a button

object is auto-scaled to fit in with the other:
elements in the newly created Wavemaker
scene. However, this doesn't mean your
existing logo will be overwritten. Thankiully
the program simply scales the object and
saves it out with the same name plus a WM
sufx — therefore leaving your original object
safe and sour

Once scaled you have three choices.
Firstly, you can let the software apply a e
artificial intelligence and build an entire:

imation automatically using its own
selaction of objects, motion paths and colour
combinations.

The second alterative is to go for one of
the 16 Prefab animations. In this case you
have a greater degree of control courtesy of a
Pop-up requester which enables you to define
the duration of the logos introduction plus the
amount of time — in frames — that t will be
held in position

INTERCHANGE

In addition you're also given the choice
(0 use your existing logo, exchange it for
another, or use a null object, which in realfty is
simply a reference point which denotes the
location of a would-be logo in the scene — the
idea being that you use Lightwave's replace
object feature o interchange the logos of your
choice - or perhaps leave it out altogether.

The third, and by far the most flexible
option is to build your own animation from all
the elements on offer. Although this involves a
few extra mouse clicks, the end results are
well worth it as layer after layer of animated
objects accompany your logo ~ each with
its own designer motion path and surface
attributes.

At this point its perhaps worth explaining
what kind of animation, and perhaps more 10
the point, what kind of animator Wavemaker
has been designed for.

Wavemaker is uniikely to win you any
prizes as a 3D animator. However it's ver
likely to secure many a commercial contract
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= corporate cis

A5 ever its diffcult 1o envisage animation on
#1e page, but f you've ever watched the inter-
udes during the Super bowl you've seen
xacly the kind of animation Wavemaker can
create

In short, fast and glossy American eye
candy, the stuff that corporate types kil for
s glitz and glamour approach may not
#ppeal to your artistc sensibilfies but the end
fesults are about as eye catching as anything
you'l ever see on-screen.

The basic system revolves around adding
& user definable motion path for your logo
amidst a sea of what are known as nurnies.
Nurnies being a term coined by Ron
Thomion, the British animator responsibie for
he Lightwave sequences in Babylons,

A numie is simply a generic name for any-
thing and everything that has no real pur
p0se, other than to add a litte more excite-
ment 1o a scene. The phenomena usually

Whistles and bells

Although Wavemaker generates ts
own script files and Lightwave

fori o oeme v
Lightwave scene rosult it
@ oo prove an sesanil ovral

ool

A partuiary pleasant additon is

the ability to generate storyboards
from any Lightwave scene. To pro-

duce a storyboard you simply select

 scene file and specify whether

your choice. Once rendered, it then
foads each frame for the storyboard
into the supplied scene, mapping
the newly created images onto a
series of
rendered separately and you end
up with a complete storyboard,
ready 1o use a as

Build Sequence option. A click on
this button reveals a requester

take the form of flying stars, streaks, and all
manner of revolving shapes which invariably
fly around in all directions.

Take them away and you have a boring
bounce-on, bounce-off logo anim, add them
and you have what appears to be a massive
30 production number

Admittedly, Wavemaker offers more than
just automated nurnie generation, but in
essence that's what's on offer. Cliché per-
haps, but | guarantee the package would pay
for itself within days. Obviously, once the nov-

ity of the Smart anim and Prefab options has
worn off the vast majority of your time is spent
compiling your own designs from the ele-
ments on offer. But even In this, the most
plex option, a dozen yes/no mouse clicks
Sl ek b st e

s logo is chosen you
e ok Betamy 6 0 75 o aptions;
hold positions and outro styles il shown as

minature graphic push-button selectors.

After specifying motion you move on to
defining the pause prior to the introduction,
the time taken for the intro itself, its pause in
position, the ouitro, and finally the frame time
before the anim conciudes.

Next comes background selection. Here
you can choose between a soid, a gradient —
eight styles are provided with user control
over both the light and dark colours - a single
image or image sequence.

Following this comes the all important ele-

a second requester enabling you to define its

racion; reaton 1 e, speed and
uring

In total there are 48 separate effects on

offer, each of which can be customised. Add

panel objects. This is then

reference for

The basic control

scroons - claan, simple.
and incredibly effective

with the images saved as either
RGB's or Framestores. And of

nd step

you can set-up a h render
of muliple scenes and leave the
combination of Wavemaker and
Lightwave to generate the whole
thing automatic
hours or days as it

It's also possible to render a

ally over as many

You want nine or 16 panels in the  which can hold 15 separate single scene
storyboard image. that can be rendered in sequence tion button. Quite.
then automatically  automatically. quit out and render direct from

The software
divides the scene by the chosen

number and sets about rendering  output requester, 50 you can specify.
individual save locations for each,

those frames in the resolution of

scene location has its own

Lightwave is a mystery, but |
suppose it's been added for
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all eight layers together and,
as you can imagine, the end
results can be impressive.
mes camera con-
trol. Adrmittedly this is pretty
basic stuf with the options
inging from; A litle closer,
Default and Back a ltle However, one of the.
eauties of WaveMaker anims is the minimal
use of key frames, so there's no problem
-amera movement when the

Th8 Tl kornant o o il i e
Iution and rendering settings your new scene
will employ — again all very straightforward.

As you'd expect you can choose
resolutions, but better still, by using the
advanced options it's possible to specify
whether you require antr-aliasing, the aspect
ratio, and whether or not 1o use field render-
ing and motion blur. £

Uerdict

Obviously the problem of direct scene
importation is slightly annoying, but to be:
honest it isn't a major problem. As a
whole, Wavemaker is nothing short of a
masterpiece, and for anyone who does a
Iot of corporate videography it's an
absolute essental. Quite simply add-on
software at its very best.

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

‘Rocommended

The bottom line

Product: Wavermaker
Supplier: Radiosity
Tel: 0101 612 787 0855
Fax: 0101 612 787 0856

5249.99

Ease of use
Implementation
Value for money
Overall




|SOUND FX J/ﬁ

SPX01 VeHICLES
S ding e o
Sz

e 2001 o

i o, Wizand of Oz

SPSeTSPAGESTATON

GINE saFTwA

gl

s CaAURS & ANBIALS e diors s
VAES) MRS ARCRARP o

—
VISA
oo

Order hotline. 0793 490988
=

APCIT ALENS APC

oML
% | 5’,1"“,;5-?’,‘5&? i
T

V3325 WODEAN ARCRAFT . Agwene cona 757 £117 F15, 571 Bk, X23 s
VAR AT U (SR e ot o S
VIRk STARNAEN OBIEETS  Lonea o v ceocs from Si Tk
VASSE RLAGA Too0 OBJECT.  eypourd Nouss 6
1|5 i et (et o iy
Vi Sveees i B B T B S
| VETRo S MadE cRlters oz AEctin el e o i Chese e
| b e S e R
| NERRGTERes  X ot il e
|[£ EMAGKETGE™  henaie el i
4100 RARBUTES Sl o s o st tntures_
==

o

| 2nonses
J

5AMPLE§

VAZI1-5 RAVE SAMPLES 15

i

s oToReYcLES 30

Large colacton vy i cty
oopaie Beste k.
i e Gt o oA

PROFESSIONAL CDROM TITLES

niiguration fitted with a COROM drive, Floppy drive & keyboard

Suitable for any Ami

e
e agmosauns ssoo| A |

700 i

Eulnur ir Clipart Wnnn L'hpart

&
L

| TeamramsecTs

AR BUSNESS £
‘Aiiv““v‘»ﬁcé" o

T

ArrAloWes

JoeareRes

ART4a BiADS
AR743 WORE

Priority Order Form

order \/a\lua

A
| Creit Card No. Other e

e oy i DT

ARTEE KBRAE. s

AR SALETME s .

AT VAN FARE

ARTag EARM
ART3? MXED ANMAL
v
AL & e AJr

ST

NAKER FONTS.
EEOLOR e FouTs
AT EDITOR

g

o

price £7.95
ACKE RS A TPS

enp»«m FonTs
T FONTS
vs1uzr|c\'nl£mms el
Vst coroun T FonTs.
/3550-10 PAGESTREAM FONTS 1-10
WAGHE 3 FONTS COLLECTION Vol 1
ek otecton'f 0 supa oser
W || rammny g ogos . P

o seeTS
FE P ot
Tt

VIS ULTMATE GOV UTLS
vﬁmgouu Gic "
Aiaga colecton'ol W1 3 cons
oS R ALY
v WS P

ivee ksl f sz
Vit CORTOM IEGNS K
KE con ot
Vi e ﬁm
) UR ICONS
Gl o o wan g W08
Vabs3 76 COLOUR 1EONS K273

S ot B |

oy

EE
B0X OF TEN QUALITY BLANK DISKS
| WITH EVERY PURCHASE OVER 225

\ Other CORom mles’i

copD2 or siasponcn |

s

£1999
s

s0%0

e




il

\
2

twould seem that all computer pack-
ages need a main character —
Someone or something who's like-
able, hopefuly individual and that the

Slayer wans to control and manipulate.
Games have thei ragtag team of heross ~
Sonic, Mario and James Pond o name but a

Sew. Edutainment, that ghastly description of

“un” leaming titles, has Noddy, also Mario
now Bertie Bunny, the musical white rab-

5% normaly found up a magician's sleeve.
The Canadian-bom bucktooth is the pre-
senter of the Making Music package that con-

40d 12 -~ the producer boldly claims that
Bertie has enough scope to appeal across
Such a wide range.

1, s a parent, you were hoping 1o buy the
package and then leave the kids alone with it
5 make themselves busy, you would be sadly
mistaken. First up is insaling the software (o
your hard drive, then troubleshooting any
problems that should happen o arise, then
eading the instructions which unfortunately,

‘written ~ are on scroen and not
1the form of a printed manual

Once that has all been sored, its onlo the
main program ftself which i easy 10 use ter
e first attempt. Split into three distinctive

young, i’s possible 1o “bang’ on the keys
Wwhich simply chooses whichever instrument
or icon that the Bertie is bouncing on at that
sime,

The mouse comes into play for the more
advanced in years whereby they can select
what they want to o like any other package.
The actual sections that make up the program
& the instrument room, the tune room and
e studio.

Each segment is displayed with the help of
colourful icons and Bertie Bunny who
bounces round the screen, following your

Mary Ha a Littie
‘ther nursory classics are available.

and
t the click of a bunny hopping button

Pla

From out of nowhere comes Maksing
Music With Bertie Bunny, primed and
ready to help Fids learn how to
understand and create their own

toons. Adam Fhillios reviews

pointer movements. The instrument room
consists of several icons representing the dif-
ferent musical sounds — saxophone,
trumpet, flute, clarinet, electric guitar, violin
and stee drums.

X-HEAD

Using Bertie to grab the instruments and
move them, up to four can be selected for
use in the studio or tune room. Once done,
moving into the studio allows the user to play
‘each instrument individually via the keyboard.
On the 1200, only one key can be pressed at
a time but on the 4000, up o three can be
used simutaneously. The tune room offers
eight familiar songs to dabble with — Twinkle
Twinkde Little Star, Mary Had A Little Lamb
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with the title are relatively.
and can be recognised in
relation to thei real fe counterparts.
My only gripe which would even send a
three year old up the wal after awhile, is the
incredibly annoying jumping noise that Bertie
makes every time he moves anywhere. It
grates on the nerves and | was nearly assault-
d by the entire offce after only five minutes of
using the it furry fellow.

Graphically, the whole proceedings are

rather crude and uninspiring. While there is
posed 1o be a child-ike style 1o the graph-
fcs, it does look shoddy and amateurish.

As far as the edutainment factor of the
package goes, while two to seven year olds
will enjoy tinkering with the keyboard and
hearing the tunes using diferent instruments,
Im just a litle cynical about how interesting
your average nine o 12 year old will find
Berties rather limited set-up.

It would have been ice to see more sec-
tions with more options for older children such
as special sound F/Xs like sustain, a basic
recording and playback facilty and a host of
other options.

As Bertie Bunny stands, it's ideal for the

helshe is going to find the package lacking in

scope.
Oh, and just for a change, Bertie Bunny.
would appear to be hard drive only.

SYSTEN ESSETT
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Workbench Hard drive
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The bottom line

Product: Making Music with
Bertie Bunny
Supplier: WindShadow Software.
Phone: 0101 905 836 4400

Price: £24.99
Easeofuse 8
Implementation 6
Value for money———— 6
Overall ' =
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First impressions matter but
what’s hidden behind the scenes.
Franks Mlord delves deeper into
ImageMaster and finds out

ell, it's been a long time since |
took ImageMaster for a test drive.
The copy | bought (v9.23) is ages
old now and doesn't even reside on my
hard drive any more. Still, | thought to
myself, it should be interesting to see what
they've come up with for this version.

The first shock | got upon opening
ImageMaster's box was the fact that the
sizeable manual they used o include was
gone. | wondered for a second whether
there had been some sort of mistake, but
out of the corner of my eye | noticed one of
the sheets of paper accompanying several
disks in an othenwise bare box.

Manual

This sheet went to great lengths to
explain that since Black Belt was such an
ecologically sound company it would no
longer be producing the manual on paper
(only later did it say that i’s also really
rather expensive).

So we have a pirates dream. Software
complete with manual on seven disks. But
is it a user's dream too? Hmm, well, a man-
ual on a disk sounds okay in theory but
there are a couple of problems.

“The firstis that ImageMaster uses a sep-
arate screen for ApAssist,their onine man-
ual program, so you have to continually fip
screens to go from one to the other
| would make things easier i you could just

{lip back and forth using the Help key but,
I unfortunately, that just puts you back at the.
contents page each time, resulting in the
user having to re-find her place ail

Rotargotablo? Amiga
High Res? Pah!

the time. The other major problem with
online documentation s a lack of portabily.
Until someone brings out a laptop Amiga
you are never going to be able to read this
manual on the train.

1 would like to be able to go straight into

ver, there are a lot of good things
about this manual. For instance, the little
animations playing inside the manual and
the interactive tutorials which work by click-
ing a button on the manual page which
takes you back into ImageMaster's inter-
face where you are presented with
whichever effect you have chosen demon-
strated on an existing buffer, with the option
o undo the effect at the end of the demon-
stration. On now to the program itselt

Amiga Comput

"DECEMBER To04

Master
puse

ImageMaster has always been the leader
of the three main image processing pack
ages in terms of effects appliable, and this
version stil offers more little gizmos to play
with than either ImageFX or ADPro.

Uses
Not al of them are very useful, but hav-

ing a reasonably good morphing package:
built in to ImageMaster will certainly win it 2
number of friends straight away.

The stabillty of ImageMaster also seems|
much improved (the version | own was
prone o frequent crashes) and the inter-
face is a lot more consistent, if il a litte
overwhelming with the sheer amount of
options presented and the names chosen
for these options.

As an example, how about cropping anl
image? Since ImageMaster gives the user
such a wide variety of area selection 100l
a crop should be a doddle wouldn't you
think? But no, try as | might, | couldn’ find




ta

&%0p command in the interface and | had
sesort 10 the manual which didn't seem to
a crop command either (even in the

Surely some mistake? No, its just that
imageMaster refers to cropping a

Srely tempted just to load the image ino
AD] use it was easier to crop the file
# there). Insisting on the user having o
#ype stuff nto gadgets is also not on in my
Spinion. If you are going o require ARexx
Scripts for a redraw (why?) then at least

present the user with a file requester to
choose the script from.

While on the topic of niggles
with the user interface, why did Black Belt
decide to lump absolutely everything in the
main executable? The ImageMaster file is
over 2MB in size which must make it
harder to upgrade than using a modular
approach which can be picked apart as

ssary.
ther problems include the fact that
clicking on the ImageMaster RA logo in the

doesn't do anything), and the fact that you

fre you well supported?

are supposed to be able to relocate your
selected area by holding down the right
‘mouse bution while drawing the area out —
this doesn't work sither.

n you get right down to it, what sort
of interface doesn't give you any option but
to carry on with a process, even if you don't
want to, and relies on you being able to hit
the cancel gadget while the operation in
question is being performed o having an

indo buffer.

Next comes the question of the. FH"\SIND‘
ImageMaster's preview windor
tion and morphing/warping opevauons ¥
don't consider my machine under-specified
with 14MB of RAM, but even before |
loaded an image there was “No RAM avail-
able for FilmStripr. | tried all sors of things
to get it going, but to no avail — if you'll
excuse the pun.

Having exhausted all the possibilties |
was willing to try to get the FilmStrip up and
running, | decided | would have a go at the
Wipe tutorial detailed in the manual. After a

bit of faffing and a crash | eventually got
the result you should see somewhere
about these pages.

Control

It really quite good and the stars can
be replaced wih elipses, rectangies, elc
There is a large amount of control
over these elements including X & Y quan-
tities, rotation and whether or not to
have a variable transparency as the
wipe occurs. Although it all seems rather
horrendous to achieve, after your first cou-
ple of wipes you'll wonder what
all the head scratching was about.

As Black Belt incessantly reminds you through all he fterature accompanying ImageMaster, it i prob-

abl

ly
f el o Ben Willams of Black Belt on the net earler this year to enquire about the lat-

y version

Iunq as | had 2 credit card.

is about

y helplul, as

GRAPHICS]
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Retargetable? Someone say
retargetable?

As those of you who read this rag regularly know, | am the proud
owner of a Picasso Il graphics card. So it was with delight that |
read the blurb on ImageMaster's box saying it was retargetable.

How disappointed can you get? Very. ImageMaster doesn't
‘even use the display database for s preview screen choice and
its choices for retargetting are limited to Firecracker (an NTSC
frame buffer by Impulse that hasn't been made for a good couple
of years), HAM-E (by Black Belt, also no longer in production),
Harlequin (and thus Reting) and AGA.

I don't consider being able to run on AGA “fetargetiing’, but |

bbb’ (e Do you want HiRes,
request. Come on, Black Belt get into the Nineties, man.

ImageMaster is cerainly one for the serious
image processors ou there, with its abilty
1o show 1D cross-sectional palette informa-
d specirum analysis, logarithmic rep-
resentations and a gorgeous 3D histogram,
whose only fault is that it can' be rotated
atall
If you know your Variance Conversions
from your Forced Dynamic Ranges then
ImageMaster is the package for you

Offerings

As for the rest of us, well, I not so sure.
ImageMaster doesn' really offer all that
much over the ADPro/lmageFX axis other
than its price which is much lower than
sither of the ofher two.

It doesn't give as many fil formats as the
other two but does include ones that are
faify abstruse, such as NASA's JPL format
which is probably used by about 00ooh, five
people in this country ~ this is the type of
failing that ImageMaster exhibits.

In summary, while ImageMaster is a
superb package in most respects it is let
down b s stanceon an scer

ce, s 0dd method o retargetting the di
i e o 7
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Hard drive Hard drive

1MB Chip RAM  2MB Chip RAM
4MB Fast RAM  Lots of RAM
68020/68030/6
Workbench 2
Workbench 3

= higher

had my name and address on thir database as | had never received any info about upgrading or news
zhuul o b by fixs that went through from the version of ImageMaster | ownad 1o the present
d | was somewhat shocked 1 receive the reply that Black Belt never sends any info out to ts
vsg\sleud users, et aone any updaes,
11 wanted 1o buy th latest upgrade it would cost me $25 plus shipping, regardess of whether it
was an upgrade or bug fix. | don't mind paying for upgrades but | reallythink that users who loyaly
supporta f ak

Since | refuse o own one of the Devirs playing cards | was in shtuck. | asked him to check that they T
The bottom line

puting
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At SoftWood we have o

e Ao’ t just rest on them!
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When your softuare repeatedly wins the highest accolades in reviews worlduide, what do you do?
Work even barder to say abead of course! New Final
Writer Release 2 is the latest result of our intensive
developmen - s even easier 1o use, and even
more powerful. It's the best there is, and it's
designed for those who expect the most from
their Amigas. Bu, if you don't have a hard
drive system, don'tdespair, we can still belp.

g

Final Con/!
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Final Writer

At SoftWood we offer you a choice of two Word N
Processon/Page Publishing packages N
But wby TWO? ~ @ s
Well, this means that whatever specification « X
Amiga you bave, SofiWood have the perfect s

solution for your requirements - and aluays the most

pouerul passibl for your sysem. Final Copy I1 st the peak o what
can be achieved when running with twin floppes,it’s no possble fo
offer more witbout losing performance. Final Writer is the frst and.
only bard drive compulsory Amiga word processor, the only package that doesn't make compromises to

be floppy compatibie!
Final Writer, extending inuovation...

Now, as others are fust starting 10 add smilar feaurs

7

74

&
1
1,

/!

The SoftWood Advantage..
FinalCapy I upgradabe o ol Wrte s your neds

‘grotw) and Final Writer are the only word processors that Saying they e ‘revolutionary, Final Wrier extends tbe

Final Copy I Release 2

‘Our word processors go beyond simply producing normal
Jeters and documents,at which they naturaly excel, and

progess into 4 world where “how the whole docum

t

Jooks” i just a importan as “what it ays”. Admitedly,this
can be achieved with Desk Top Publishers - but they e not
50 casly use as word processors,
especialy when a good looking
leter needs creating quickly
they'e far 00 cumbersome,
Final Copy ofers th pefect
balance berseen the two requite:
mens...Ease and speed of use, with ot control over the

perfect pinted presentation.

innovation Plus™ - adding

even faster and more funcrional options,including a

gite you PerfectPrint™ -a unigue
\ printing adcantage giving slly

smooth Industry Sandard Adobe™ e rotate command. Final Wrier Release 2 i

again
\ Tipe 1 or Nimivs Q scalable eadi e way it he oo of ToucbTools™
\ e fonts direc 10 any priner and PotwerUser Bar™ lechnolgie. Thes features
' even dot marix and ik ), in e the s a defnable area a the op of each docu
s landscape and portat. Oters ent utndot wbereup o eght “oneouch buton
sea esicive and nmecesary s can b configured. Each srip contains ey cus-
bl of differentfonis i complex omisable st of functions giehg stantacces 10 all
E‘ driver programs for outputting 1o
| carius rinier. e launch of Final ihe mous
Copy Il o FastDraue™ - a

specialse of stmctured drating ools for

the major commands eatures - with  simple click of

ereis even a et of butons allowin,

totuch” selectons offont syl an

including Plain, Bold lalic and.
consicting line, borders, anous,circes 1t o wonder we'e received top reviews, raings and

aards from all e lading magazines

The Highest Accolades...

ec.dircty on the page.

“What the Papers Sa

g Shopper.. il Wrter i b st i o M Word 1
oo Computin sy i Bt

 and d for o A, vl Wrieds that s - A
b come o e st ! Wrer” A
Gy 1 e s Word Pulisher
Ko 3, o e Sk
e
s e e Amiga Computng..
s e o congue g U e whnis ol
e 7 o e e s g ot
o St Vo Wt . il Vi 8

documents look, now you have
itatyour finge tps on your
Amiga! Featues include
FastDraw™ (onsceen drving

tools for use with the generation of borders, boxes andlines

oratows at any angle), Muktile Newspaper Syl saking
o, PerfectPrint™ (he wnique abiy 10 use Post
Seript™ outinefotson absoluely any priner n either
posrai orlandseape) and Text Auto Flows around graphic
abjctand imparted icues (placed anywhere, scled o
cropped) wth he ighes print
qualiy Textan aso be prined
overgraphied

1t estures ke these that explain
hythre are so professional
g, wih 200 piges, hat ae produced il with
Final Coy I Publishers, and many other, bave quickly
discovered thar

No other Amiga Word Processor in the same.
category, and at such a competitive price, has
all the capabilities Final Copy 1f users have.
always taken for granted! Isn't it time for you
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ur Laurels...

>

Final Writerwas launched kst year with the power usr in mind. I i the Amig's

only Hard p processor - neither p
ave been compromised to maintin compatiilty with foppy dive only ysems.
s well s having 1 unique st o features for the author oflonger documents and

i table of llustrations, e of b
taphy generation - Final Wrier it i TextBlocks™ wasthefirst word processor 0
puta characir or goup of characters) anywhere on the page,at any size and any

angle. I offrsa vinualy unlimited ablty for efecs with graphics andtext. Just
™ and has 1 set of toos

like Final Copy 1. Final Wrierlso inclces PerfectPrint”
1o create srucured graphics with new FastDraw Phus™ (now with addional

functionalitythat incudes ne options like rotaton). And...you can als access

features unique 1 50fiWood
with boththe new Touch
Tools™ & PowerUser Bar™
‘one-ouch technologie.
Simply clicking’a buton
means you can defie, change
and save such things 1 the S
Paragraph Syl (e Font Argled SHB @S
Fon iz, Tex Posiion, Bold, e

Halic, Underline etc) and
YLayout Optons' (e, righ,centre or fustfied, bulets, line spacin, ndens etc..

“The options you have through single button selectons are nothing les than

Word 10 appea on the Amiga”! Ao uniquely, Finl Wrier an impor, scal, crop,
view o screen and outputsructure PostSript EPS lip-ar images (we
Supply s hundred free with the package) o any priner (>2b system
RAM required). And...if you own a PostSeript printr Final Wrier
s the only word processor with 2 et of utput options
including scaling, crop marks, thumbrails, a0d half-

Acl lp ot s Sl
toning. Combine feature ke ARexx/Macros and

Tent Clips™, ith others ncov o Final Wrier,inchuing flosting
paltes and UNDO REDO (on ext, formating and graphics
acion) -and you have. Final Writer Release 2.
Avaiable now from SoftWood Diect(and al other good.
Amiga software stockists) - offering you the.

‘Word Processing/Page Publishing Solution.

SoftWood
New. Ifr
"“l;mr-mssnsfé""""" DESS 7BP Englang

Facsimile: 0773 831040

Introducing - SoftWepd, oot
Ve ey i
) eyl e oo o o oy o

o
ptionsor oo
o about ou soffware. The resus B

When we acked ey
st ‘m' = ey, he st o
he it tha they ofen g, o0 answers were pric g
o had et e o 1o g iy,
e They couit e rocec ey
o o o o g O ] 0 e
el 0 0 o vty ey s, VNS
v . e ol e g et b
ey d e i

Tty

e A

PR compic: Ech o gy, e
il Some Amiga softwar
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i e v chaget
et Bt Possble Sofwar e g Buying
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BY FAX ‘ BY POST
0773 831040 ..to the address below
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0773 521606

&

SoftW

¢

'ACO
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Games Arca!
Pit your skills against the best of the games this
Christmas in the World of Amiga Games Arcade.

All of the Amiga
press under one
roof. Talk to the
editors and sign up
for a subscription to
your favourite
magazines.
Compestitions being
run throughout the

show.

Retail Park

An Aladdin’s Cave of stalls selling everything you need for your

computer and much more, from

plete systems to stocking

fillers. Don't miss out on the incredible show bargains.

All the gadgets, gizmos and software you'll ever need for your

on high end application requirements. Graphics, Video, Networki
Animation, Image, Text

ALMATHERA GP SOFTWARE (AUSTRALIA) SCR
AMIGA CENTRE SCOTLAND GREMLIN INTERACTIVE NATIONAL BUSINESS COMPUTERS
NUTEK

oI
EUl

OPTONICA

MACRO SYSTEMS RAMIGA INTERNATIONAL
IGITAL mwc(ssmm svsrms MERIDIAN DISTRIBUTION ROMBO
MICROVALUE FLAIR SCALA UK

GDLBEN IMAGE MULTIMEDIA MACHINE SILICA SHOP

TEAM 17
THALLION
TRI-LOGIC
VILLAGE TRONIC
VISUAL IMAGE DYNAMICS
WHITE KNIGHT TECHNOLOGIES
WORLD OPTICAL

. AND MANY MORE




WEMBLEY EXHIBITION CENTRE — HALL 1
9-11th December 1994

Friday-Saturday 9.30am-5.30pm Sunday 9.30am-4.00pm

Admission: Adults £6.00 - Children under 14 £4.00
Family Ticket: (2 Adults & 2 Children under 14) £15.00

Software wf[“y ol

See, play, and buy the latest and best in games on
the Amiga. Many of the top software houses will be
there showing what’s new on floppy and CD this

Christmas.

Throughout the exhibition there will be non-stop

-memmm-m with live Blnds, radio-broadcasts,

brit d a few more surprises in

ore. Don't miss the upyanunlfy o gul‘ involved and become a star for the day.

tures including:
Apply for your
advance tickets
now and go into
the free draw for
14" Remote Controlled Colour
Television

Join in the debate,

m see the latest
S pplications software 5 ==
== ond peripherals being (
m 5L hm’wﬂun lﬁlh October/ 5t
ymonstrated, 6th November/ 21
i) l’:":"‘;’:"“"’"""’ TICKET HOTLINE
€N 01369-7711

programmers. |
| Cut out coupon and send a cheque, postal order or credit card payment for the appropriate

Type of ticket : MrMrs/Miss
Child (£4)  Adult (26) _ Family (£15)
Total Number of tickets required
Total cost £
Method of Payment: (please tick)

heque. World of ‘o
Cheque _Postal Order

COMPUTER &

AMIGA COMPUTING
AMIGA ACTION
AMIGA FORMAT
AMIGA CD32 GAMER

St
World of Amiga Tickets,
Highland Avenue, Dunoon,
PA23 8PQ

INTERNATIONAL  THE ONE




Frontier lnnnvl\lons Pack

Comes comple
Amiga 200 * anm Elite Il
Batman Re
Wurdwunh AGA

rint Man:

Permm\ Pam V4

TR
Brian the {7

A1200 Hnd Drive Options

130 Mb Hard Drive Pack £519.99
12 Months At Home Warranty from ICL
-

ScooP PURCHASE
Top Quality 100% Error Free
BULK DISKS
50 Disk Pack £12.99
Disk Labels 500 Pack £4.99

&c.

Romeo Aubio VisuaL ProbucTs
[Megamix. Low
o b oy sl son N PRICE 3419

Animtion paciage i 2 mus: for computer arss and enthusiass of 3l ages.
JAc used in Rolf Harrs Carioon Clob E

The uimac ow cot colou diiser orthe Amigs. the st vl l
‘Amiga Forr

g Vidi Amiga 12. This all new version ofers rea time colour capture
fromary video source e FUIAGA chpet support a sandard for al A 200/A4000
INDI PRICE
o At (Y B et i
For the more serious user, this 24 - bt version wilagain capture from any video source
ealistic images! A saggering 16.8 milion colours can be utlised with

I AGA chipsec support.

“This Superb A4 Amiga Scanner voted "Amiga Shopper Best Buy', arrives complete with
e IT and Micrograph OCR Software. Merge IT allows the simple, quick merging of
©wo on-screen images and Micrograph OCR turns your Amiga into an effcient text
resdg s Amis SO0 pls /AGQDA1200A1500 2000 3000 4000
mory * Minim mory &  Hard Disk to run OCR option.
Kicktart Workbanch v1.2 o higher
Auria Cotoun wini 256

MPLETE WITH OCR SOFTWARE
Optl Characrer m;mm evrers. oo o
Bocumencs. Perfec for Word Procassing Applcadons

PACE MODEMS The No. | in Telecoms
The MICRO! .
Everything you need in 2 Fax
Moden.
Simple to set up and use
Universally compatible

100% accurae data and
Image transmission

£169.99

a great money save when you have volumes of

£269.99

£329.99

170 Mb Hard Drive Pack £579.99

Commodore 601

e for the Amiga
600,512K. INDI PRICE €19.99)

2991 SCSI ConTRoLLER CaRD
G o 15 o s cr
RS B

Indi can niow offer top quality 2.5" Incernal Hard Drives for the Amiga 600

and 1200 at unbeatable prices. Alldrives come complete with cable and
instalation sofware.
HD's

£21499
£249.99

BX 1230 XA 50 Mz |
50 Mrz 68030 & MMU
S PR

Easy trap door ebion (No soldering
required)

Fast RAM upgradable to 128 Mb (72 pin 32 bi)
On board bartery backed clock

Does not nterfere with PCMCIA port

50mhz £199.99
50mhz +50mhz FPU £229.99

Amiga 600/ 1200

£34.99

OPAL VisiON MAINBOARD
ion Mainboard includes O

The Opal T
imate, Opal Presents and Opal

al Paint,
Opal

Hotkey.

THE BEST SELLING "REAL TIME'" PROFESSIONAL VIDEO
TITLING SOFTWARE.

For a limited period from 10 April until 30 June we wil be giving away a FREE
copy of Montage 24 worth 300 US Dollars. Montage 24 features Real Time
font scaling, embossing and shadowing, colour spreads and transparency
effects with an effective resolution of | nanosecond. lts many image processing
capabiies include translucency blending, image compositing and beveled
boxes. Now you can enjoy the benefics of the ultimate in high qualiy 24 - it
titing for OpalVision and the Amiga

Once again Indibring you the best deal in town with a full €70 off the bulous
SPECTACULAR ©D32 Voyage Pack. Why so generous! I€s simple. The more.
€D32 we sell the more software you will buy and t Indi Prices who could biame you.

Amiga CD32 Comes with: Microcosm and Chaos Engine an
yehisestockslst Oscar, iggers and Wing Commander. CD32 wil i

. L

Commodrs LstPrce

BUY NOW PAY IN 6 MONTHS INDI TEL 0543 419 999 FAX 0543 418079




Dodoy dealings...

Always on the look out for
a bargain, my eyes left
their sockels when on page
127 of issue 77 of your

g | saw the Compudeal

Multimedia Systoms advert. Wow! Four

‘games for thiry quid plus P&P.

Himm, bankrupt stock, that's why
cheap. So in a rush to avoid disappoint-
ment | popped my cheque off in the post
thing
One month passed and | honestly
thought I'd ost my money. But worse than
that I'd unknowingly bought pirate soft-
vare. On apening he package | iscov-
red 11 disks which had been very obvi-

oo o rom e,

1 can't understand why people use this

much prefer to pay for an original which
includes the plot and instructions, which
in turn lead you into the game, than
receive four or more pirated games which
leave me col

Its false economy because straight
away you're tempted to cheat which
shortens the game’s life, you get bored
quicker, you buy or obtain more pirate
software, the software houses stop
releasing games, the pirates move on to
something else and you're left with an
expensive table decoration — plus a load
of very dodgy software.

Get rid of the pirates before they rid
you of your Amiga. So take my advice
and be careful who you order from. Thirty
two pounds for 11 blank disks, that could
have bought me a full game — faise econ-
omy or what!

A Jenkins, Crewe

Well, before joining in to flog the

s, It's worth stressing that the
advertisers in question are already
being tracked by the police, FAST and

indeed Amiga Computing’s very own
advertising department.

Unfortunately it appears Compudeal
Multimedia Systems at hit
and run operation - one big score and
off into the suns

Obviously, with investigations still in

gress it wouldn't be wise to
further detail, however rest assured
that everything possible is being done
to track down this particular bunch of

of mail

order it has.
The

st sl offer is to
from regular advertisers.
W the name's familar i's fairly safe
to say your money will be in good
hands.
o matter how gloss, rt or
enticing the bargains don't be fooled,
the cost of producing an ad is only a
tiny fraction of what a professional
operation wil pull-down from Joe pub-
lic if the con trick com

For all those, who like yoursel, have
been stung by this particular scam |
can only apologise that we were duped
into accepting their advert in the first
place — which of course will never be
paid for.

As for o pomeascts on plraing o
general, it's pleasing to see t
still people out there

only
onl

s Tastot s

copying will mean in the long term. No
market, no development, no Amiga, it's
literally that simple.

Thoughts on Imagine

DECEMBER 1994

LETTERS

Aduice line

1 am seeking advice on a database pur-
chase. I shaud be capabe of sorog &
vast number of entries, i yraphics
and sound and possibly dapiane 1o
incorporate an infial menu system.

1 have thumbed through your pages of
PD offers but 'm not sure what the individ-
ual software offers. | am ot specifically
looking for PD, it could be a commercial
package f there's anything sutable.

P.A. Newson, Great Yammouth

Strangely enough we had a fairly simi-
lar query in last month's column. In
your particular case d sugoest
s the ideal solution to
s e
going commercial isn't a problem it
offers the ideal solution with support
for both sound and graphics, pius it
boasts it own Internl programming
language which wi
s oxiiig daiakrs e H
Yous omn dedlcated version,from
scratch. As you'll soon discover the
Software ain't cheap, but if you want
this kind of power I'm afraid there’s no
alternative but to pay for it.




Hot and bothered

1 am asking for advice, as | am wor
that | may have a problem with m oy
Wi 1k st work, my smell oo
have switched on the machine, so
it stayed on until | heard the disk
drive clicking when | went to bed that
night.

1 don't know how long it had been left
on, and it wouldn't have mattered,
‘except for the fact that | always keep the
dust cover on, and because of that the
underneath of the casing had become
quite hot.

Everything seems to be working fine,
except that some loading screens and
graphic displays now seem to shimmer —

which | didn't remember them

Game graphics seem to be OK, and
all my software seems to fun without a
problem, i's just that, s | said, certain
loading screens and graphic displays
appear o ficker

Has my “little darling" done some

jamage? And is it likely 1o cost a lot to
1ix? Please help. I'm extremely worried,
have any spare cash and |

Am r
DECEMBER 1994

need my computer working in tip top
order Got
LK. Gee, Bristol something to say
through the pages of AC?
Ezra Surf is our mailman,
dedicated to reading your letters
and selecting the most interesting
for publication. Drop him a line at:

OK, we'll start with the possibil-

Although it may
running for hours it’
unlikely this cau

damage.
Basically the only dam-
age done will be to your
ectricity bill - and even
this will be very minim:
99.9 per cent of cases

Ezra Surf's Postbag , Amiga Computing
Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP

Please don't enclose saes as Ezra just

ing a machine on for days or hasn't got enough paper to reply

even weeks will do it no harm N SE R AL L T LR R

whatsoey shorten your letters, so don't

e ohion be offended if you end up

xperie o

you first switch the machine on, it's at geting pechop,

this point that the system is put under

the most strain as the circuits receive

a sudden folt of electriity on power- and then revert to a normal non-inter
d display when in use. I

up.

As for the dust cover remaining in
place, I'd be very surprised if the insu-
lation provided would be enough to
overheat the machine to a dangerous

ree.
Obviously it's worrying when the
casing warms up but if the machine
S noots; dod your software still runs
ttle to worry about.
e fo tne suddon screen fickor,
suggest this may be a psychosor atie
reaction to the explohs of your ittle
darling.” Many programs boot-up

a
SR didn't pay muct
attent

Ohvloully this is only a possib
solution, s0 Vd suggest you checl

Yo during his e advontire yo
son didn’t accidentally alter your
screen mode preference into Hi-res.
interlaced.
Although this little episode may
have been a nasty shock, it's very
unlikely your machine has sustained
any damage. As for your nerves I'm
not so sure.

using tated sersen vesstutions




CONTEN

OVER 10,000 FILES 195 BITMAP FONT
500 24 BIT IMAGES 120 COLOURED FONTS
ALSO IN HAMS & HAM 107 ADOBE FONTS
1308 COLOUR CLIP ART 80 POSTSCRIPT FONTS
2139 MONO CLIP ART 79 CG FONTS
93 SCALEABLE CLIPS 214 ICONS
750 MUSIC MODULES
2300 SAMPLES & MUCH MORE

ONLY £ 1995

RC e
SIMPLE NETWORKING TOOLS FOR AMIGA CD
FThe Network CD
Amiga. The CD32 ot
o the vast pool of data available R cpR2
Biilable uses the AUX socket of the CD32 and comes complete
keyboard pass through, 1
X1 addons. Network CD sets up a Workbench environment and disabl
it function, allowing the CD o be changed and access to any other 1S0966(
CONTENTS
Pamet & Semet
NComm & Term
Twin Express
Fred Fish 800 10 975
Amos PD 478 10 603
74 Utilty Disks
PhotoCD Conversion
500 Images in 256 cols.

Network CD £ 14.99

CD™ Cable £ 19.95
Pamet Cable £ 9.99

maintaining the abili onnect FMV or

‘THE OFFICIAL AMOS PD
LIBRARY ON COMPACT DISC

The Official Ams PD Library i the lagest source of

samples, :
extensions 0 Amos & Amos Pro. Warkbench s also

ring you this remarkabl resoure for nly
Compatible with all Amigas

Sl eIeases

P Clip Ari % Bonis £ 9,99 euci
Souneds Tepeiile £ 19,95

B



SUBSCRIPTIONS
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Ul\ 23

Subscnbmg to Amiga Computing means you
reap all the benefits of the exclusive treatment
) you'll receive as a subscriber, and you get to
choose one of these great free gifts as well

So, you're wondering, what exactly is this exclu-  Amiga Computing is reserved for you personally.
sive treatment? It's a whole range of thingsthat  Before the masses have even thought about thei
ensure you get your copy of Amiga Computing  monthly expedition to the shops you'll have had
B\ without any fuss or effort. Asasubscriber there  your copy for a few days, delivered direct to you
&, | are no worries about remembering when the door, postage free,
nextissue is on sale. You can watch your Not only do you already know the latest news
w8\ favourite soap or have a iein, because you  and gossip, but you've also had first pick of the
won't be scrambling down to the newsagents.  bargains on offer. Subscribing by direct debit
Xm‘” be content in the knowledge thatyou  means you can spread the payment, contributing
are part of the select, because your copy of  only a small amount each quarter.

Choose either a yearly (13 issues) 12109 ot Complo o bk
or a quarterly subscription Quarterly Direct Debit Instruction

AUTHORITY TO YOUR BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY DIRE

rder payable to Europress Publications Ltd
 Expiy Date
FoRoFCE ust oMy

» @ Deliver my magazine to
cost of your sut

Name (Mr/Mr

£110 the costof your subscrption)
1you e paying by direct et please pay additional amounts by cheque orcredtcar.

tcode— Daytime phoneno ——_____
Europress Direct, FREEPOST, Sourh Wirral L65 -'IEA (No. :mmn nu-hdl(poll-d in UK.)
=ible ins

Your subscription will commence from the earliest po:

R Amiya‘competies RENE b %
54 i SEGEWBER 1557 i —
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| quide for your Amiga!

Talse out a
and indulge

® [wo entra issues
plus an elegant Amiga
(omputing magagzine binder

Subscribe o Amiga Computing and we'll send you
B e e computing magios
binder, These special S il keep
et

you n mint
excelleni reference point, as well as keepin

stored away neatly. As well as this useful binder you
also get two extra magazines.

uced binders wi

® Mouse and logic 3
Mouse Mat

You can have this superb mouse
and a high quality Logic 3 mouse
mat absolutely free when you
subscribe.

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLIME

for card orders

Tel: 051-357 1275
Fax: 051-357 2813

subscription
yourselr?

® Boolss for

Amiga users

[hoose one of these truly useful
bookss from Bruce Smith Bookss,
publisher of the world’s best-selling
HAmiga bookss.

Aimiga Dishss and
Drives Insider Guide

“This book is suitable for all
Amiga users and is the
definitive guide to the
Amiga’s floppy and hard
disk drives.

Mastering
Amiga Beginners
This is the book to pro-

Amiga A to 2 of
UWorksbench 3 Insider Guide
Suitable for Amiga A1200
or A4000 owners, this
guide describes everyday
usage of the Workbench in
step-by-step terms.

Amiga Rssembler just about everything.
Insider Guide

Ideal for new users wanting

1o learn 1o write programs

in the native code of the

Amiga assembler

® ool 2

This widely acclaimed game follows Zool's trav-

intelligent enemies and the choice to play Zooz,
friend (shown here), Zool 2 makes an

A p——
though A1200 owners can choose an
enhanced version (see order form).

Amiga Computing

DECEMBER 1094 7



EMPLANT

The World's First Multi-Platform Emulation System!

Macintosh® Emulation Module

The Macintosh emulation module is a 'generic’ Macintosh with the speed of the emulation depending on the processor your Amiga is using. An A3000 is equiva-
lent 1o a MAC lci. An A4000 is equivalent to a Quadra 900. Supportfor p 1o 16 colours is provided for non-AGA machines. A4000 owners can use a full 256
colours!Up to 24 bit (16 million+) colours s supported using third party video boards such as: Picasso Il, EGS-Spectrum, Vivid-24, Rainbow Il, Rainbow Il
Visiona Paint, Merlin, Retina, Retina 23, Piccolo, EGS110/24, and OpalVision! Built in multple file transfer allows for quick, easy translers between the Amiga
and MAC emulation. Support for AmigaDOS devices, Scanners, CD ROM, MIDI, SyQuest removable diives, Printers, Modems etc. Full stereo sound is supported
ool Requires Macintosh ROMs (not supplied).
=586DXsm Emulation Module

We are now in the final testing stage! We have added the next generation GPU instruction set! The £586DX emulation module offers a high speed S86DX (FPU.

‘and new instruction set) emulation with complete low-level architecture suppor, giving you the abilty 1o run DOS, OS/2, NT, Windows 3.x, and even
Chicagol Support for MDA, CGA, EGA, VGA, SVGA video modes, sound, oysticks, floppy drives, hard drives, extended memory, and more!
The posslities wih a mull pmcmm achine a1 ncless Now fo ca ek achariageof e host ofgea sfvar reiously navelse, ad us e

By iga (extra memary, faster p etc) you y upgrade your emulation too!

Blittersoft are the exclusive European distributors for Utiities Unlimited. We provide a full technical support service, as well as software upgrades.

BLITTERSOFT. Four diferent versions of EMPLANT are avalable.
EMPLANTBASIC  Base emulation card
40 Colley i, Brahwell, Mitn Keynes. . EpANT OPTION A As Basic« ppeTak
e EMPLANT OPTION B  As Basic + SCSI
0908220196 24hr Order line EMPLANT DELUXE  As Basic + Opt. A& B
0908220196 24hr Fax line €586DX= MODULE  For al versions

0908 310208 24w BBS (2400288K) L i leves
smdaton markes reque an Amiga wi siots,
Also plesurf@cix.compulink.co.uk s I T O

anda
Lo s PosiPackin 25,003 day or 28,0 nxt da
UK/EURO DEALL WELCOME (2.5% Surcharge).  ESOE.




t seems that Amiga word-proces-
sors have all been moving in one
directon lately. Packages are offer-
colourtul front-ends, in-buil drawing tools
DTP funcions, ailin an attempt to emu-
Microsoft' monolhic Word for Windows.
Bearing this in mind, the latest version of
xt shows either brave individual-
o just plain backwardness i the competi
worid of word-processing.
For those who haven't seen the package
lsefore,  glance at the screenshots reveals a
imalist approach. The interface is con-
oted through the old pul-down menus vith-
5t a single quick-clck button in sight.
This doesnit necessarly mean that control
s cumbersome. People who
rd short-
Jcuts wil be able o get around Protext very

Quickly.
Take a look at the menus and it becomes
‘Siear that the unatractive front-end hides a

hensive formatiing options and the abilty to
on

iged easily from

ment analysis gives you a word count and all
e other statistics you may need to know.

With user friendiiness being a main aim of

most word-processors, beginners wil want to

rates here. Though visually

unappealing, it isn't as difficult to use as

[omparison

Since Protext 6 was reviewed the competi-
tion got tougher with the release of
Wordsworth 3 and Final Writer 2. Offering
icons galore and DTP functions, these
[ e e chad this

ins some advantages, most
nolamy i oroster speed and smaller
‘demands on memory, and the additon of
features like the auto-corrector has helped

1o consolidate ts position
However fhaiaii geckeiseioie
lot more

REVIEW

—

\Word up

Protent has commanded the respect of
the purists when it comes to word-
crunching. Lareth lofthouse gives an
update on the latest improvements.

it initially appears. Installation couldn't be
ntation provided is of
a high standard. The on-line help facilty is

also good and now includes a full topic list.
Despite this, all the pulk-down menus make
Protext less attractive for the beginner than
icon driven packages like Wordsworth.

Having summed up Protext's general
capabiltes, its time 1o see what's new in
V:6.5. Though not a thorough overhaul, there.
are some valuable addtions, particularly with
the auto-corrector

When enabled, this can correct common
i also be.

used to expand abbreviations or make capi-

il it e sare ten. lhey are
9

Uerdict

keyboard short-cuts will annoy many

longer be considered as superfluous.

dated in comparison
they'd better not rest on their laurels if they want to stay in the game.

to the competitior

of errors or abbre-
viations using the auto-correct edilr. It works
like this: if the user types “recieve” the mis-
spelling will be instantly corrected. This.
feature is available on Wordsworth 3, for

At heart, Protext is a powerful word processor and this update has given it a few use
ful extras. However, there is a danger that new purchasers will find it lacking in some
areas. Having 1o either sift through lengthy menus or learn a huge combination of
people. Bank upon bank of icons may not be
necessary but a few buttons would be helpful

Other packages offer tools for drawing or table creation. Since these features can
enhance humble newsletters, bulletins or business correspondence, they can
extras.
Until more fundamental changes are undertaken, however, Protext is going to look
n. Arnor still has a good product here, but

no
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now foature helping to give this WP
roofing power that's second to.
example, but because Protext is quicker
it seems to work more efficiently in this
package.
Print preview is another important adtion,
allowing you to see what the document will
eventually look lik. Fiicking through different
pages is simple using the mous

Preview also allows you to view any
imported graphics. This is a big improvement
because previously you couldn' see how a
picture would fook in the document without
printing it

Also included s a dictionary editor and the
macro editor has a larger et field for expan-
sion string. Find words/anagrams will search
any configured dictionary at a faster rate,
which must be good news for crossword
fans. yAcs

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

~ Essental

RAM  Hard drive

Workbench

The bottom line

Price: £79
Supplier: Amor Ltd.
Address: 611 Lincoln Road,
Peterborough PE1 SHA
Phone: 0733 68909

Easeofuse
Implementation

Value for money

Overall

o~




TECHNICAL

SCas

AMIGA COMPUTING ADVICE SERVICE

Yet another miked bag of computer
worries comes under the surgeon’s
Fnife in time for @ speedy recovery Flkres

not by any

cally? If not, what do

Although Virus Checker
1 VS fopptea e e
, it will not protect

e Chisa T I
run Virus Checker from th
drive 50 that it watches any fioppy.
disks that are Inserted.

this method Virus
Checker should be able to eradi-
cate any viruses before they can
infect the hard drive, although
most attach to floppy disks any-
how. If you think you may have a
virus on your hard drive your best
bet is to format the drive, re-install
the software and then install Virus

boot your Amiga.

means an expert

Checker 10 the WBStartup drawer  aihough Virus Checker won't directly
loaded every time You  chck your hard drve It wil neuirsise

. ave boon using Virus Checker i 5 varius orms or e fatyearor s am
i) n computing bu | can understand now Virus
Chackor works wi oppies msrted i oppy dves.
wever | cannot see now  can
Tneed 1 6o 1 have 1red racing the docsbut i hem o techi-
Gl and cofusingfor my mies knowieage

check hard drives. Does it happen automati-

J. Byme, Gibraltar

Virus Checker is certainly the best step you can take against the virus threat
7 and tis kept up o cate by s author - John Veldhuis.

irusos sproad from flappy disks.

(D or not (0?

1 am considering upgrading to CD-
ROM capability and would like a
litle advice on the subject. | have
decided which drive | will be buying

f you are expecting to find a
multitude of applications on CD
then think again. At the moment

D on the Amiga is only being touched
upon and you'llfind that most CDs con-
tain only data or PD utilties.

By data | mean that CDs

ostly

(the Zappo) but am a litle sceptical as to
the amount of Amiga CD products out there.
My interests are mainly in programming
and applications, although | have been
known to'play with games now and again.

‘Your help would be greatly appreciated.
A. Johnson, Cardiff

being used to store graphics and sound.
However, due to the large capacity
of a CD these images and sounds are
invariably of an extremely high
s

As rogramming s concerned
the only 001 av use asraad ikt

Worksbench fauours

caters for fans of this genre is an Amos
CD packed with extensions, graphics,
sound effects and Amos specific pro-
gramming tools.

My advice would be to hold fire for a
while to see exactly what happens to
Commodore UK and their bid to tai
control of the company as a whole.
Make a decision on this result.

1 have Just upgraded from the Amiga 600
to an A1200 and | must say that | am
“ extremely pleased

Now that |
around with St 1 am presently changing my
Workbench to own req
| emia) r-qmmd fou e tll varwio o
Moyelhs am designing arwork

m«xmmml.
mmlmmmmnhw

with an image. When
takes the.

‘Workbench wil repeat the picture as best it
nnlnmummvm this is why the.
image repeats itself. Once you have the screen

you any suggestons?
J. Downe, Stoke

\ first thing you need to realise is
| that you will have to create your
nnuu in lmmnmmu

jorkbench — that way the images.

1o longer be a problem.
Drawing full screen images can severely
‘slow down the

to check the settings in the ScreenMode

rate of Workbench and

become more of a hindrance

The memwammn-
e bes!

grounds is mﬂmn:miﬂ-w

repeat.
uv.nuubmhmdmwum

(iri
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Iastu backdrops

s vy i et s my
A e
ihe cetault disk Icon Is used for

 any attempt 1 change hs affects
et isk ion.

Looking at the Workbench screens in

CoverDisk section (lovely backdrops,
¥ chance of getting them o
erDisk?) it obviously can be done.
lyou peass ol me how.
1L Waker, Choshia

factumy explabie how 1o cre
3 K icon a few
= months lga o e
this as quick and concise as | can.
The first thing to do is to create an

r-Startup and insert the following
atthe top:
oy 52 1o tandiskainto
is will copy the icon into RAM and
rename it disk.info (a disk icon) so that
time you boot your Amiga the RAM
disk has your new icon.

As for your second question — if read-
ers would like to see a selection of
colourful backdrops on the disk they
should write in and if the response is.
great enough Il do it

I'm presently hunting down that
the Lion fix and as soon as | find it I wil
send it to you. Famous last words!

Star turn

Please could you help me with a

¥ problem | am having with my

. Star LC200 9 pin colour prnter. |

would fike to print using the full

potential of my printer but unfortunately

there s no Star printer driver and there-
fore | am having o use Generic instead.

1 have scoured the PD libraries but
cannot seem to find a suitable printer dr-
Ver. Where can | get one and how much
would t cost? Your help would be greatly
appreciated.

L. Weir, Edinburgh

If you want to maximise the
potential of your printer it is
best to use a totally dedicated

printer driver. Generic will work
on almost all printers but provides
only basic printouts with lttle or no
control over style and look.

Your best bet is to contact Star
Electronics direct and ask them for a
printer driver. They should be able to
send you Amiga specific drivers for
just the price of a disk.

For more information contact Star
Electronics on 0494 471111,

N2

has been installed correctly.

The problem s that while | am work-
ing on my Amiga the hard drive occa-
sionally switches off, halting all
Workbench processes, and then pow-
ers back up, at which point | can
resume whatever it is | am doing.

A friend of mine mentioned that it
could be the drive parking itself but |
am sure this s not a natural event
Could you please help me as the prob-
g sopaaas obe e wne

‘Mense, Birmingham

1 have checked al the refer-
T ence manuals | have access.
to but can find no reason
iy your hard drive s acing
the way

Vo IDE drve shouldt roauire

parking and this sounds to
i i
answer s to back up your important

=g am having a great deal of problems wih my
¥ A1200 IDE hard drive which 1 personally
* instaled approsimately three monihs ago.
" have folowed the instllaion procedures to
ihe book and am now otaly confident hat the drive

Hard Drives in Systen
Status

Intertace Bidress LN

o
—

‘specialist and see if the board is faulty. If anyone
out there has ever come across this problem
before could they please contact ACAS and I will
pass the information on.

Irive Type

S|ty b e |
—

data and take the drive to a local

DECEMBER 1994
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[recvica [Iee

2777,
| have tried booting my Amiga with a
Pcu-nmmmmn
Wommmnd-

i you please help.
s S
important to my work that | be able to
read PC disks.

S. Maraclough, Kent

Vumummm
QETRra
Your A1200 can read and for-

mat PC disks, and from the
mmwmn

at which point you should
able to see two files called PCO and.
PC1.
Drag these to the same drawer

in Devs, that is Devs/DOSDrivers.
Now re-boot your machine. When
inserting a

PC disk into DFO. After a short while.

you should see the disk icon and
name appear.

reply personally, so save those
SAks




| NEXT MONTH Es

Q [ast/ AMDS - yourF

Amiga Computing is proud'v
to announce that
Christmas issue will fe
ture the complete, yi
that’s complete, numk
one Amiga programwﬁ
package — Easy AM
from Europress Software.

8 o

T —

There are a variety of pre-written
s which will el you s
2 e of program

Amos has become the premiere Amiga Basic

programming language and Easy AMOS has
been especially developed with the beginner

in mind.
Utllising Easy AMOS' superb command
editor, you will learn 10 create stunning
games and applications in no time at all
you can sell for
Using the intuitive sprite editor you can

scaling and much morel You want sound?

first steps to
PROGR\A’MMIN

effects.

As if that wasn't enough, Easy AMOS fea-
tures on-line help which you can call up at
any time should you get stuck. On-disk tuto-
rials also help to take you through the AMOS
language - even providing a graduation test
In which your knowledge of AMOS s tested
as well as an Impressive collection of pre-
written games and applications Including
Break Out, a typing tutor and database.

Amiga Computing

DECEMB

R 1994

- On next month's.

You can creato your own appilcations
with easo. Just take a look at this
directory manage

AMOS s supporte World
and additional command extensions are
ing available all ime, mai
AMOS the most com)
advanced programming langua

werful and
on the

iga ever.
1 you's Knen 10 gut e most from your

Amiga, Easy AMOS is your passport to

Game T e W b g

Amiga Computing Christmas
'special - available November 17th



AMIGA 1200
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2469
489

NEW

AMIGA SUPBLIES <

0442 233393 CALL 0442 233393 CALL 0442 233393 CALL 0442 233393

HARD DRIVES

13 Jmm 1o door

bl

only £15

1 Gigobyte (1024Mb] ord Drive oy £599

A1200 MEMORY
Tiper 68030 Range

Vier OM /o F7U
Vier 2Mo /o F7U
v

MDNITORS

yTelL
P

@ 2/ttt comotte
P o P
Duel

Reods CO32, KCS09660,
udlo ord Moc [HFS) CDs

8 b6 San
W,
o

WORKBENCH &
ROM SWAPPERS

Priners all makes)
PCs fall makes)
SEGANimendo

w500
AT00600
A2000/ISO300

Monitors (all makes) '!nwv £

from €15.00
from €25.00
Jrom €100
Arari STIEMEGA fsedprice £44.95"

0442 233393

All Prices include VAT

Educational Discounts available

123 MAR

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD

Call mow on 0442 233393

“TOTAL COMPUTER SUPPLIES LTD.

LOWS

Cheques should carry guarantee number on reverse HERTFORDSHIRE HP1 1BB

No Charge for Normal Delivery

Al rde marks




PROTEXT 6.5 at new Low Price £74.9s
Professional Word Processing for your Amiga

v with Auto-Cor

ct and Preview Exfile, the Magazine for
Auto-Correct Learn from your typing errors and next time correct them automatically Protext users

Abbreviations expanded as you type * Capitalises sentences and proper nouns il [a o the sserviafireatfor all

Preview * Shows a full page just as it will appear * Works in any screen mode. Protext owners. Relaunched and being

* Shows different size fonts, bold, talic, underiine, sublsuperscript and graphics edited by Amor, Exfile includes:
Features  Unrivalledprinter support incluing PostScript over 400 printers sted) * Authorative articles by the

 Fast spolingcheckarand hesaus - Graics mpart and viowe programmers of Protext

- Frotoe i eplace funcion werks &cross muile fles  Hypheration * Contributions by knowledgeable

- Styles with scalable font and colour support (printer permiting) Protext enthusiasts

* Index/contents * Footnotes * Indent tabs * File sort/conversion * Add cx * Readers' technical queries answered

 Malt-column prining * Upto 3 documenis opan * Programmable oo * Protext discussion forum

Workbench New Look throughout, Public screen suppor - Hints and s sbout usig Protext
Value e Proi ot E158 75 Today’ thawgh 1 ber than ove, k caribe * Program:

ours fot just £74,95. Pices ncluds o months' free technica support fiomt iy help you make the most of

jour printer

“Unbeatable for speed and text editing options”

BGA SHOPPER, iy 19 6\ssuesuhscnplmncu:\suniy216
An excallot ool . fast and easyto uso Protext 6.5 95

AMIGA FORMA Back issues £3 each

For any Amiga with at least 1Mb and Kickstart 2.04 or later. (Also Atari, PC) “The Protext Companion”
Perhaps you originally tried a cover disk

‘ou can take advantage now of the lowest ever upgrade prices. For New Protext tutorial book by Alan
sd ok Joicatine il program vt bereft o8 < Gesorbed sbove, Cal 01733 63908 Bradiey (Sigma Press) £15.95

DSV SRS Sosion of ot © upgrade?
and now have version 4.3. Y

Protext 6.5 Upgrades: From 6.1 550r5.0 £39 43 or earlier £49.95

- IO7__

Arnor Ltd (AC), 611 Lincoln Road, Peterborough, PE1 3HA. Tel: 01733 68909. Fax: 01733 67299

All prices include VAT, postage within U.K. (Europe add £5, elsewhere add £10). Access/Visa accepted. Cheques payable to Amor Ltd
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After introducing you to
all the basics in the
previgus tutorials,
Michael Milne now takes
you into the first program

it

ndows, Menus and Gadgets

Sme 10 put together a program.

“sponse to popular demand, our first pro-

7am wil be a standard database program.
To start off with lets set out some basic

Wules for our program (i.e. what do we
|l bin recordssifuss, )

an armay to hold our records:

For this example we want our program

% hold a name, address and postcode 24 2 Vars for our record handiing:

cuerent_secord. i)
nusber 5 _recars.

Now we define our gadgets (don't forget
these are Gadtools and aren't

patble - use string gadgets and text gad-
gets instead).

rrent and the current number
B e o ol recocany
/@ can get on with i

Firstty wo start with the workbench. Ststin 1,852, 12,001,
15,2088 im0
12130
sy g
Bl 123
- 4, 1,5
e Sereen 14,80,81,80,12,"POSTCORE" 1,9
u X n on 1,7,340,5,84,12,"<hob>" 16
#hen a constant to define the maximum AR

Smount of records:
“This next part has an interesting aspect. To
L get the min/max windowsizing gadget,

There ar a fow things that you might want to know about theFlushEvents command and
its interaction with GadTools. First of all, the FlushEvents command clears the value
ssed by GadgetHit which determines which gacget the user pressed.
Mol s o male a b B of dlarone 0 gacges, bt when  comes o
beyed: When

0

more he Gaageth wil always retum he ast GadToo! it ol FushEvens s
executed (i.e. every time around a loop, which can cause unnecessary repeating of
‘commands).

Therefore you should always use FlushEvents to clear the GadgetHit command to
make sure that only a new GadgetHit is returned and not the one from last time. You
must also remember that FlushEvents also clears several other things including InkeyS,
which is why in the line which reads:

1 WadEEtSS200 Thn ndet Else key_pressselnieys  Flushis

1 read off the value from Inkey$ before | use FlushEvents to make sure | don' loose any.
user input through the keyboard,

Amiga Computing
DECEMBER 1994
e ARy

[Foron (IS

‘which is next to the windowdepth gadget, to
appear, all you have to do is have the win-
dowdepth and windowsize window flags on
an Amiga 1200 and the gadget will magic-
ally appear. And on top of this, you can
control the default sizes by use of the
SizeLimits command:

SiaeLinits 360,15,530, 116
it L6430, 1IN

Then you can attach the GTList (A1200
only)

AtaeheTList 1,0
And now for the main loop:
tepeat

Has the user closed the window (if not then
clear the event queue)

1F VaTtEsent=S200 Then nd.bet

If Else FlushEvents was one of our gadgets
it

selest Gadgethicion

(As long as we haven't reached our
maximum):

€ on:

bt
‘Add to our maximum record:

e

rssordsel

New record will be the latest one:




[roroniaL]

cureent_secerdenusber_of_records
Clear gadgets contents:
fossb clear_ads

Get new contents by activating each
gadget

fosth wait_ad

After all gadgets have been filled we store
the info in our array:

far te
subssleu
hext

41 10 6
At record,tenp-11sGTGetStrns 1 tenp)

fetarn

NEXT (add number by 1 and display
info):

Lant:
Gurrent_records)

PREVIOUS (as above except number
minus 1):

revious:
Garrent_recordl

heturn

This sub-routine waits. until the user has
finished with the current gadget (ie

Gadget released=$40)

s
Wile e
Hision 100,

Then compile and run the program again:

Arrays - inside B

12,1 16
o VAR e oo 4

fin update to
turrent events

If you are one of those people who are
still trying to contact the old Londor
number then | suggest you stop as
Benoit Varasse no longer deals with
Blitz. All your subscriptions fo
updates are now handied by Guildhall
Leisure Services who can be contact
ed on 0302 890000 or write to: Blitz
User Magazine Subscription, Guildhal
Leisure Services, Unit 15 Guildhal
Industrial Estate, Kirksandall
Doncaster DN3 10R

notice anything different? Now lets put &
little bit of code in the main loop to handié
the reading of the keyboard.

After the line that reads ‘Repeat’, ente
in the following code, replacing only thé
‘WaltEvent fine with the new one:

1 VaFtENentsS200 Then née1 £
keppressteltey © Flustévents
s

ot
1 current_recor
orevious e
rd select

1 Thes Gasub
wpsereen 0

Now compile and run the program and i
pressing the keys underlined in the gad
gets. Quite easy 10 do isn't it £

A helping hand!

It you have any questions that you
need addressing from reading this col-

The Drive, Earley, Reading, Berkshire
RGE 1EG

(NB: Please state what machine you
are using and any peripherals you
havel)

Arrays are a very old data storage method associ-
ated with the very first forms of Basic. Just like all
the rest, Blitz is no different in how they are used.
The R 58510 s ey o e ol e with
the ‘Dim'stateme

oin tands tr hransion becaues an aay I8
i ddylone lGalalo el h 0of a;

a1 of a). In this way, arrays are very
good for file nanmmg as they store information in a
logical, systematic way which allows access to any
record at any time just by giving the dimension
number.

But there is more at hand! You can also have a
mult-dimensional array where each dimension has
n dimensions. For example, ‘Dim
a(10,2)’ would create an array which has 10
B e ! o oss hiperin has two
of its own dimens

This array o sl roprosentan arsy of X.Y
coordinates where each dimension from one to 10

has an X and a Y stored in its own two dimen-
sions. So to get the X.Y of dimension five you
would do the following:

=,
1,2)

and similarly you would do the following for dimen-
sion eight:

Teaid, 1)
182

There s one thing to remember when dimension-
ing arrays, and that is the type of array that you

jant to create. In a standard array (without
Newtypes) you can only have one form of data, for
‘example Dim a(5,5) = would dim an array of num-
bers and Dim a$(5,5) = would dim an array of
strings (text) — they cannot be mixed in a normal
array

A quick review of some important window gadgets!
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Amiga Frame Grabbing has
just taken a Fall... in Price but
f definitely not in quality!

The revolutionary new ProGrab™ 24RT is a 24-bit real
time colour frame grabber and digitiser - costing less than
any of its rivals! Whilst ProGrab™ has slashed the price
of frame grabbing on the Amiga, it has been bestowed
the Amiga Format Gold Award for its ease of use

and excellent quality results!

Country: With ProGrab™ you needn't be
Watch an expert in Amiga Video
on One technology either. Simple 3 stage
operation ensures you get the right
result - real time, after time...

STAGE |

# ProGrab 24RT
Digitiser
# ProGra 24RT

Software.
+ Parallel Connecting

+ Mains Power Supply I T
unit lishing or Graphic

software packages

0GraD really makes t that Smple

Pr

£129”
01773836781

s

4 GORDON HARWOOD COMPUTERS.
[ Dept:d CO, New Street. Alfreton,
Derbyshire. DESS 787
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VISA IS NOT
UNTIL DAY OF

1
==

REGULAR

|
¥ " GIVEAWAYS WHEN.YOU
BUY FROM DIRECT

'AMCO12/5C, UNIT 3, CROSS KEYS SHOPPING MALL, ST NEOTS, CAMBRIDGESHIRE, PE19 2AU.

DIRECTS BEST SELLERS

'HONE
AMIGA TITLES

MORTAL
KOMBAT

£19.99

BENEATH
STEEL SKY

FRONTIER
(ELITE 2)

£19.99

CANNON
FODDER

INE: 0908 379550 FAX: 0908 277142

*FREE*FREE® WHEN YOU SPEND

£30 OR MORE ON AMIGA GAMES YOU RECEIVE A nll um *FREE'FREE'

T - — 1 ”
S i o

AMOSEAS. I umw 698 mmﬂmn 1149
] NG ONNGET €110 MECAMATSALE 6729
MM 19 \UNCHBONUS. 16 MGODGS.—_ 4%
o R
e i Sin Moo oun
.56 P —
i s, fin oo
pRENE S LS WGOSANS. 499
omace. . _op W e Meacoonnpin
[ a—————— e e A R

WE WILL MATCI’I PRICES!! NEVER BEEN B ATEN!! TRY US!

Pleau charge my Access/Visa No: 0000 0000 0000 0000
ORDER FORM Expiry Date: 001 / OO

ORDERFORME

Piease supply me withthe following for: DATE:
Computer NAME:
Tfles pice  ADDRESS:
I
POST CODE: ...
FOST & PACKING TEL:
TOTAL

AMIGA COMPUTING DECENBER

94

Please make cheques & PO's
payable to:

DIRECT SOFTWARE LTD, AMCO12/SC, UNIT3,
'CROSS KEYS SHOPPING MALL ST. NEOTS,
'CAMBRIDGESHIRE. PE19 2AU.
rosT AND pACKING

UK MAINLAND = FREE
LEC = 200 PER I

sumscr 10 avauasir
AL HICES SURICT 70 CHANGE WITHOUT
Noice {4 01 At iow 108 chtaue laANC
AN Ao
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out it, but once you've had the tool in hand
¥ou won't want to.
Pixel 3D Professional Version 2 (PixPro)

of that object and bring it out into three
dimensions.

1f you've used earlier versions of PixPro,
you'll find plenty in Version 2 to make

h better handiing of

hierarchy support, support for loading

Lot a new logo you want to promote?
Use Pinel 30 Frofessional and you'll

multiple objects, beautiful Z-buffer preview
rendering, and a much-improved
LightWave-ike 3D stage for object manipu-
lation — Interface

ADVANTAGE

PixPro starts up on a high-res screen —
interlaced on ECS Amigas ~ and takes
advantage of the extended 24-bi palette on
AGA machines. There's no way to select a
particular screenmode directly, but the pro-
gram will sense your Workbench screen's

create a stunning 30 version.
Denny Rtksins checkss it out

Manual
labour

‘The program includes an 80-page manual in an easily-browsable
three-ring binder. The manual is very well written and completely

covers the program’

However, it could do with a few tutorials for the more advanced

object modification features. The big flaw though is the lack of an
Index, forcing you to search the table of contents when you're
trying to figure out a new feature.
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settings and open on an accordingly larger
screen i, say, you normally work in Super72
mode. The interface is a bit odd by Amiga
standards - there are no pul-down menus,
only an array of gadgets across the top and
left sides of the screen. Some operations.
will bring up requesters with pop-up menus.
‘The interface won't seem that strange to
LightWave 3D users, and is easy to learn
evenif you're completely new to it

Another LightWave connection comes
with the new LightWave-ike single viewing
window. Changing your perspective in this
window is easy — just hold down a mouse
button and move the mouse eft, right, up,
down, in, or out, and the object moves
accordingly.

Front, Side, and Top views are available
as well. Gone is the Redraw button of earlier
versions. When you move an object, the
view switches 1o a bounding-box view unti

u release the mouse, and then it's auto-
maﬂml\y redrawn.

Speaking of redrawing, you'll love
PixPro’s multiple drawing modes. When
You're working on an object, you can have it
displayed in Wire or Hidden modes for quick
redraws.

The Flat mode is a flat-polygon preview

ZBuffer modes. Now you can see your
>




Pixel 30 Pro's help feature

>
Obiect in ull shaded gory,fit by an automa-
cally-placed light source.

“This i grea for checking the final appear-
| ince of your object without having o switch to
| (and wait for) your 3D rendering program. See
the USS Enterprise ilustration for an example
of the qualty this featue s capable of.

S Enterprise object is a good exam-
ple of the power and stability of PixPro.
Created by artist Carmen Rizzolo, ths Image
‘object 10ps 1.2Mb in size. Yet PixPro had no
| rouble loading i, manipulating of rendering it
o converting it to another format. (In
AutoCAD DXF format the object was nearly
8Mb in sizel 3D Studio's version came in at a

re reasonable but st huge 4.5Mb.)

PixPro loads objects in nearly any imagin-
able format: 3D Professional, 3D Studio
(ASCII and Binary), AutoCAD DXF, IFF
Bitmap, Caligari, Draw 4D (regular and Pro
formats), Imagine, LightWave (objects and
scenes), PostScript (ASCII and EPS),
Scenery Animator DEM, Sculpt 3D and 4D,
Turbo Siver, VideoScape (ASCIl and binary),
; Vista Pro DEM, and WaveFront.

It saves in all of these formats except DEM,
Turbo Silver, bitmap, or PostScript. It's a
shame that DEM saving isn't supported — it
would be fun to be able to use PixPro 1o cre-
ate custom landscapes.

Uniike some early object editing programs.
| 1've used, PixPro never seems 10 get con-
| fused about where o place polygons when

converting objects. 3D Professional, for

instance, will often invert some 3D objects

when loading Sculpt files, but the same

objects converted with PixPro ook perfect
hen loaded into 3D Pro.

One nice feature in PiPro is the abiity 1o

Wrapping
it up

Version 2 is a fast, powerful program that's a
must-have for any 3D artist. The tools for creating objects from
outlines and bitmaps blow away those built into programs like

imagine.

You'l find it worth purchasing just as a conversion program,
i with ts ability to flawlessly move objects between formats while
retaining as many object characteristics as possible.

plaints are very minor: Some PostScript fonts wouldn't load

nto the program, but that's a comman problem with programs like
these (PixPro did handle fonts that Imagine couldn't) due to flaws
in some fonts’ P code.

It would be nice to see a ScreenModes requester so you could

object
These minor omisslons aside though, Axiom has a winner on
their hands.
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An Amiga 600 EPS clipart fil loaded into PixPro

load more than one object into the work-

space. You can use this simply to compare

how objects look in a scene, or to

them into a single object file. PixPro gives
u the option when saving them whether o

You can paint the surface of your object

simply clicking on individual polygons.

modifying or creating objects, t0ols inclt
nd Unpick, Link, Sw

features for creation of object primitives.
The Bovel feature is really neat. You c
create a standard bevel around the edge

actual workshop router tool to modify
object.

rking with complex objects couldn't
casier, thanks to PixPro’s Object request

ok
Unique to PixPro is the ability o load
PostScript files and EPS graphics and con-
vert them nto outines which can then be
beveled and extruded into 3D obi
haniSh oven complar. shadéd Fosisert
fils, as is evidenced by the accompanying
tiger illustration.

CREATIONS

1 had no trouble loading EPS graphics
saved by PageStream 3.0, although PixPro
choked on actual PostScript output files from
that program. The program loads PostScript
fonts, which makes creation of fancy text

graphics and fonts. The font feature works
very well if you'e working with a fairy large.
iypetaos — obvously Topez 8 it gong o
trace into a very smooth font

When working with lmages you'l want to
work with simple graphics, such as scanned
monochrome logos, or simple images with a
few colours; memory won't pemit you to load
detailed digitized images, and you wouldn't
be able to work with the complex results even
ift would.

1f you do try to load an image with
than 256 colors, PixPro can nummancahy
load ADPro and convert the image info a two-
colour bitmap.

If you want to do more than just convert
objects, PixPro features a complete sue of

or polygons, and smooth and bevel
“The 3D Painting Requester is wonderfu.

an object in an outine form. You can spe
parent, chid, and Orphan relationships,
ate other choose objects ind
ally or by family.

If you want to change the position of

Fast RAM

Workbench

The bottom line
Product: Pixel 3D Professional
Version.

Tel: 0101 (612) 894-0596
Fax: 0101 (612) 894-1127

Value for money.
Overall




SCSI/IDE HD'S
A our hard drives come complete 12
th guarantee with fing cabl, screws,
partiioning software and ul nstructions.

2.5" IDE HARD DRIVES

S0MB HARD DRIVE  €139.95
120MB HARD DRIVE €159.95
170MB HARD DRIVE €219.95

3.5" SCSI/IDE HARD DRIVES.

260MB HARD DRIVE 219.95
350MB HARD DRIVE (15495
520MB HARD DRIVE (329.95
1GB HARD DRIVE  699.95

-4 DUO SCSI BOXES

DUO FEATURES
———————————
22 Brieral SCS| high storage devices avable
oy ¥ih a dud speed CDROM drive, 128MB
vel @ Optcal Drive and Gigabyte hard disks. Al
v i Duo Boxes come complete with al leads,
ing @ power supply unt and user manuals.
2 DU BOX |
DUAL co-ROM &

] 128MB OPTICAL DRIVE
] €1089.95
a

DUO BOX 2

168 HARD DISK &
128M8 OPTICAL DRIVE
€1499.95

6 DUO BOX 3
268 HARD DISK &
128MB OPTICAL DRIVE

€1979.95 Afermative configuratons aviable (POA

AWARD winning PRODUCTS

44alb Stanley St. Bedford MK41 TRW

telephone 0234 273000
Jacaimile 0234 352207

POWER COMPUTING

DESIGN and INN VATION

VIDEO BACKUP 3.0

BACKUP FEATURES

novatve product tht alows you to backup
your software oo a VHS casstte. You can
now it up 1o 520MB on a four hour tape.
The award winning Video Backup System
ow has new backusp modes for Amigas with
2 68020 or a higher CPU, a new user
interface that also runs on the Workbench
screen 2 two
Version 1.5, data compression over three
times faster than Version 15 and you can also
n your 10845 montor

times speed improverment over-

watchteleviio

VIDEO BACKUP SCART
VBS SCART VERSION  £65
VES PHONO VERSION  £60
FORMAT AWARD WINNER

TURBO CALC

TURBO CALC 2 Diagrams
Turbo Calc v2.0 is the unique software
solution that defines a new standard to

e etc.
Variousfling pattems and colours
Output s IF-le o graphic printout
Optional display of legend and axis

spread sheets applications on the

Commodore Amiga. Experence s unimited abeing
capablites i all reevan
Macro/ARexx
ARexc port

Extensie formatting optons
Al supported fot formats Free men defntion
Nocolour restricions Macro language with more than 120
Various cel frames, including 3D option

Fresy adjust row withcolumn heght

instructions

atabase
Functions. Integrated database with numerous
More than 100 functions covering data definition and retrieval options:

arithmetcal and fnandal needs

aewW

Search, copy and delete operations

It
TURBOCALC 2 5

Works with any Kistart

Telephone
sl S Syseem owned
Name. Descripeon
ChaquepO o ¢ g i ot
Crdit card No.
Postcode Expiry dace Sign
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1o longer will the PL and —
Mac dominate the 0IP—
markset. Like a breath of —
fresh air, PageStream 3—

around for desktop publishing, offering
colour-separated page output while the
other companies were siil rying to perfect
black-and-white.

As personal computer-based publishing

leaving their Amiga counterparts in the

Until now, that i, Screaming through the
dust like the Batmobile comes Soft-Logik's
PageStream 3, running competitors
PageMaker and Quark XPress clear off the
road. It matches both programs in the fea-
tures department, and blows them away
when it comes to ease-of-use and flexiilty.

Upgrade
Gold Disk's now-orphaned Professional
Page 4.1 isnit even in the same league

can still upgrade to the latest and greatest.

In fact, the name PageStream 3.0 is a bit
of a misnomer since it's actually a com
pletely new program, sharing no code at all
with the previous release 2.22. The user-

and brought closer in line with the Amiga
style guide.

The previous two-column t00lbox has
been reduced 1o a single row which uses up
less screen real-estate and can now be dis-
played in vertical or horizontal format, with
large or small icons.

0 useful is a floating, context-
sensitive palette that lets you choose com-
mon settings without having to open and
manipulate requester windows. You can

breezes in and blows —
their tools away—

‘Arguably the.
‘awaitod release in the history of the Amiga DTP.

- Something

selectively hide views or documents, which
helps keep down screen clutter when you

/e numerous documents open, and
saves on Chip RAM as well. You can run in
any system-legal screenmode, including
258 colours if you have AGA or a graphics
card. Public and virtual screens are sup-
ported as well

With earlier releases, you needed 1o pur-
chase Soft-Logik's HotLinks Editions if you
wanted to easily edit text and graphics in
the program. This package included a cum-
bersome HotLinks device driver, the BME
bitmap editor, and the PageLiner text editor.

‘Thankfully, the linking mechanism is now.
built directly into PageStream, and BME
and PageLiner are now bundled with the
package. Unfortunately, this means you can
no longer HotLink to ImageMaster and
ProWiite, the only other programs ever to
‘adopt the HotLinks standard.

PageStream now uses the Amiga’s clip-
board for cut and paste, making it a snap to
paidstaall Sl EB e
clipboard-savvy sof

PageStream 3. s thalcopmarkys
inatallo program, I8 many offer et
productivity progra

Onos fhe st compihl e e

most Important, and certainly the most long

prompted to enter your PageStream serial
number and permanent password. If you've:
upgraded from a previous version of
PageStream you'll have the permanent
password, 5o no problem.

I you're upgrading, though, you'll have:
o type in a temporary password each time
you start the program, until Soft-Logik
processes your registration card and sends
You your password

Creative

Desktop publishing, of course, bolls
down 0 the creative and attractive place-
ment of text and graphics on a page.
PageStream 3.0's text-handling features
make creating both long and short docu-
menis much easie.

Text can be placed on the page in co-
umn frames, shape frames, and frameless
text objects. Column frames have been
enhanced to allow placing more than one
column in a frame — this makes it much
easier to move multple columns around
document together.

To create a shape frame, simply use the
crawing tools to craw any shape, then set
its properties to indicate it's a frame. Some
impressive effects can be done this way.

PageStream’s printing system has been compltely
revamped. Custom drivers ae included for Hewlett-Packard
— and Epson - compaible prnters, as well s the Fargo
Primera; a Preferences diiver is included for ofher piners;
and an IFF diiver lets you ouput your page as an image
file. The PostScript driver now uses PPD files for greater
compatibiliy with both laser printers and professional
imageseters.

For professional outpu, you'lfind a full st offeatures
such as crop and registation marks, trapping patches, sur

gauges, and grey balance patches.

antone colour ibraries let you use industry:standard
colour values. Trapping ets you choke and spread colours
for creating separations, and plate control lets you set
colour printing options for each plate in 2 print ob.

Print qualy is much bettr than i earer versions. The.
text i extremely crisp, looking a5 good on an HP Desklet
as the output from Final Wiiter, Graphics, both outlne and
bitmap, now look grea, having st the muddiness evident
on some printers with earler versions of PageStream.
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In the air

For instance, | drew a basic outline of an
airplane and spilled the text of the poem
“To Fly" into it to create a poster for my
offce.

Frameless text objects are quite handy
when you're just trying to drop  few words
onto a page quickly — just click on the page

umn frame, only the frame changes size:
resizing a frameless text object also
strotches or shinks the text ~ ifs great for
fiokiog peatines  acacty witut haing
1o fiddle with tracking value:

Typing text directly into Pagesnsam 30
is_excruciatingly slow.
A4000/040. Luckily, you can export text to
he included PageLiner toxt editor.

PageLiner is a very basic text editor —
Sporting not much more than
searchireplace, a spell checker, and basic
editing tools — but s fast enough that its a
godsend when making more than minor
changes to a document’s tex.

If you'r trying to enter an obscure for-
eign character or graphic dingbat and you

can't remember the proper keysiroke, ma
new Insert Character command lets
i the i charecir from 8 om0
requester — great when you can't remember
the key o press to get the trademark

symbol

PageStream 3.0 imports text in a number
iing ASCII, excellencel,
L

Filters are also pmwdeu that are sup-

posed to handle Microsoft Word (Mac, MS-

DOS, and Windows) and WordPerfect for

‘and Windows files, but in PageStream

30 mmal L SR
B

¥ o muvmg text from a PC or Mac

deskiop publishing program, PageStream
can import text files with embedded Quark
XPress or PageMaker codes - just use
Hhose geogrsme’ text axpon feliresilo
S8 doch

One neat \mpvovemem in version 3.0 is.
that the fiters work fo bath import and
export, o you could take formatted text, for
instance, and save it as a WordWorth file
without losing all the bold, italics, and other
attributes.

The Edit Paletie'makes formatting text a
snap. Font, stylesheet, type style, size,
width, tracking, leading, indentation, and
paragraph formatting values are all a single
click away no matter what you're doing.

Formats
Automatic formats are included for mak-
ing bulleted paragraphs and drop-caps
Chapter and document-level commands
make it easy o create long, sectioned doc-
uments such as books and manuals.
PageStream supports fonts in original

DECEMBER 1904
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Soft-Logik, Compugraphic (both Gold Disk
and AmigaDOS formats), and PostSeript
formats. Release 3.0 now directly supports
Macintosh ~ and Windows - format
PostScript fonts as well as MS-DOS type-

60 fonts are included with the

rogram.

PageStrea's image facilties are much
improved as well. The improvements in the
text engine~ lpbosrd s, foaing ool
palette, export as well as import, and 0 on
et o8 hare. THo tigpest Iroroweec)
though, s that PageStrear finally displays
graphics in full colour. No more working
with muddy black outlines when trying to
precisely place images!

Supported bitmap graphic formats
include BMP, GIF, IFF, MacPaint, PCX, and
TIFF; outline formats include EPS, Art
Expression, Freehand, Illustrator, and
ProDraw.

There's also a complete set of drawing
tools, including a ool for adding, deleting,

d moving individual points, as well as
tools for creating polygons and bezier

aurves.

Add these to powerful tools for rotating,
aligning. fencing, and skewing objects and
graphics, several types of gradient fils and
you'l realize PageStream 3.0 is about as

I you need to i bitmapped images,
you can send them direcily to BME,
Himap o tht now supports fll cooue

and has a basic set of image-processing
Capabities. Unfortunatly, nether It o
PageSiream support loading Jpeg images.

1f you're fight on hard disk space and you
won't be moving your documents o anoiher
Amiga, you can choose Leave External
when loading a graphic;this willsave only a
link to the original image fle, making your
PageStream document much smaller on
your hard drive. /287

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

ssontial  BLACK = Recommended

L=

Hard drive Hard drive
1MB Chip RAM

4MB Fast RAM

Workbench 2 A

or higher Amiga DOS 2.1

The bottom line

Product: PageStream 3.0
Supplier: smr ookt
‘Price:

il
EaseofUse— 10

Implementation 7
Value for Money.

veral
value wilbe  oncea feturs e plemented

f—
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Telephone: 0690 770304 * Fax: 0690 770266

TALON

Are Tee 24~ &F
Braphics cords missivg somilling

DKB 4091 99

SCSI II Hard Drive Controller

DKB 1240™
Accelerator Card

030 40 MHz Processor * Maths Co Socket
(PGA 50 MHz ) » Up to 128 Mb RAM + Real Time
dar * Auto Config Memory *
ST 11 Connector
£ Cantt!

essor with MMU + Maths Co
MHz) + Up to 128 Mb RAM
uto Config

Europe
Ramiga International Led




| Peer to Peer Networking

uires AmigaDOS Version 2.04 or higher £299 (5 user licence)

HE “I” CARD
“MCIA network card, Ethernet Base SANA IT compliant
S00/A1200/A200/A300/A400 compatible.

wandard 10 Base T - 10 Base 2 Conectors £299

N=wT=k

NEWTEK’S LIGHTWAVE 3-D
NEW PAL VERSION 3.5
LightWave 3D is a full featured 3D graphics and animation system.
10's renowned for its easy to use interface, which gives quick access to
a wide range of potent features. LightWave 3D’s spline based,
framing system allows fast creation of motions, while other !
such as Envelopes, Skeletal Deformation, and Displacer mppxng
allow almost every element in a scene to be animated. ’N

iﬁhl: of 16.8

LightWave 3D features a powerful rendering engine!

million colour, ultra high resolution output and extremely fast render
times. It also features such high end rendg rﬂpl\\_f!\l: lens flares, full
motion blur, and depth of field effects.  efsnsive texture
control, including five types of imay i, a variety of procedural
textures such as fractals and wa% d the ability to animate

< £499.00

et other LightWave Add Ons.

o,

Call for informatic

Wicial European Distributor
l ~ bad boy has the equivalent

power of 20 - 30 Amiga
r\Julm/uJu and is a steal at this price! Fully

& jouded price includes 128 Mb RAM and 8-user
merNet (inc LightWave) software license (Ethernet adapator
AN-DFS software required to connect your A4000/040
cluded. (Formally known as The Screamer).

SCREAMING AT. £14,599 + VAT

oh ©
LightWave requires 2 Mb 4.9
Chip RAM to operate. Ry

N L4

of a wide range of including: Panasonic.
y RC Pioneer, Hitach

True A/B Roll or Cuts-Only control of up 10 16 sources, 4 recorders, and up to 49
riggers.

Absolute zéro-frame accuracy®

HiS, VHS, -
jan, ipple and exicnsive sor options

Pl rigger output with programmable logic

wheel and hot keys
+ Complete control over NewTek's Video Toaster or any RS-422 switcher, audio
mixers, and DPS time-base correctors
NTSC and PAL compatible.
+ Expandability-AmiLink Pro and V-LAN technology provide unlimited, flexiblc
system configurations

“requires frame-accuraie vir
SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS
‘Windows Version: [BM compatible computer with an Intel 803861486 processor,
mouse, 4 mb memory, MS-DOS version 5.0 o higher, Microsoft Windows version 3.1
or higher, VGA, SVGA, TGA display or higher, 3.5" loppy drive, system hard drive,
one open parallel port and srial port. (If you use the Video Toaster, you will need two,

. When

video equipment, consult manufacturer's documentation.
Amiga Version: Amiga computer, 2mb RAM, AmigaDOS version 2. or higher, 3.5
floppy drive, system hard drive. ( IF using the Video toaster, you will need 9 mb RAM.
VT4000 When

consult manufacturer’s documentation.)
Link

Iy and quickly with a minimum learning cu
TR I
uiofiden slt nd dvanced mtch e i

opi

d PRO is  trademark of RGB Computer & Video,
Inc. V-LAN is a registered trademark of Videomedia, Inc. All other trademarks are the

y of their respective owners. This product uses the industry standard V-LAN
Universal Control Network.

OFFICIAL EUROPEAN DISTRIBUTOR

Al Prices Inc. VAT.

All Cheques payable to :
RAMIGA International Ltd., Stablau ‘Rin, Pentrefoelas, Clwyd L1.24 OHT
- Tel: 0690 770304 Fax: 0690 770266

H
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551 (D-Rom
Installation

One of the most flexible pieces of soft-
ware for installation is FirstCD-Rom from
First Computer Centre. Space willing,
we'll be putting this on the front of next
month's issue so you can get your hands
on it for free.

The advantage of this software is that it
works with drives which were not
designed with the Amiga primarily in
SCSI compatible
you can use any of the CD-ROM drives
that you might find advertised in a PC
maguaie
means that triple or quad speed
P oo Amiga owners,

ed should be use
this case

pury

efully de
tallation softw

igned
o sup

Using external drive with
no Enturnal uﬂrt

ful ther
A ks i

ntron-

Amiga Computing
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Driven

giving them obvious advantages in

terms of access time. To allow the
Amiga to communicate with the drive a
SCS! controller card is required, while
an external SCSI port is recommended if
using an external drive. FirstCD works
with controller cards supporting SCS!
Direct (ie. most of them) along with O.S.
2.4 0r above

Wher t the software into the
floppy drive an icon will appear which
you should open. Thankfully, FirstCD-

gives you a standard Commodore
installer system which makes ife easier
for starters.

The user is immediately given the
option of real or pretend installation, the
latter option obviously being helpful if
you're concerned about where the pro-
gram is going to place the files.

The next step is configuring the.
device drivera for yolie cee N

. If necessary you ca
el sting 10 afoent
ing it's 2.4 or higher.

Though the softw
setting will often be ﬁnl, it will be

The program comes with a
number of additional utilities,
including JukeBox which
allows you to play audio CD

_and a photo-CD loader for
Image FX. You can choose
at this point which, if any,
you wish to install.

o bt TR LGN

example ‘CDRom’.

will be asked where you intend
the additional utilties to go, but as long
as you want them as sub-directories
within ‘CDRom’ then its just a matter of
hitting the proceed icon until the magic
words appear: “Installation Complete!

PROBLEMS?

You've installed FirstCD-Rom but for
‘some reason still can't open the device.
This could be because you have given
the software a unit identity that is not
reflected on the drive setup itself.
Remember the SCS card can control
‘seven devices so each one must have a
unit identity. If the ID on the drive does




not match the ID number you supplied

d the software with during the setup, the
g Amiga and drive still can't communicate.
s There are two ways 1o resolve this
' problem. One is to change the unit ID of
c the actual drive so it reflects the soft-

ware — your CD-ROM drive manual

should tell you how to do this.
Alternatively, you can overcome the
r difficulty by editing the CDO file. Open
up the command shell and type: Ed

" dovs:dosdrivers/cd0 and this will open
t up an ASCII text ile

This contains a mount-list, in other
| words a list of commands which tell the
2 Amiga what to expect from the drive. All

you have to do is edit the
start-up line by supplying
it with the drive’s unit
number. Hey Presto,
the problem is
solved...well,
‘hopefully.

HARDWARE |}_

Buy a (0-ROM Orive and —
with the help of a manual —
installing it should be easy. —
That is, in theory. Gareth —

Hints and tips

[ofthouse investigates —

Installing the Toshiba ‘t1016

Unike the other drives discussed, this CD-ROM is d

10 bo installed ilomaly, This obviouely p
" greter ety e

ourd by highighing
srocedure 4
A4000
Todj b Tre 5 w inc
is less
l el e mounting brackets and
software designed specifically to install the Toshiba

ou get

Some (D options

Toshiba XM4101: Internal £189.99; External £259.99.
C 3XE: Triple Speed £349
oy SCSi card: £122.99

‘omputer Centre, Dept. PCH, Unit
3, Annl.y Park Coun B o Leessi a3

n be expanded
EXT buton

-]

Hitachi SCS| 2 COR-1950SY: £359 (mcman SCS! kit)
Contact: Computers by
Tel: 081982 iy

New: Teac CD-55 AK. Quad speed CD-ROM
‘access speed of 195ms and

'600KB/sec data transfer rate.

Available for SCS! interfaces.

Tel: 0923 225235.

ince facilty th
 pattern

arch for hunds

being given the OK

> with a possibility

ally, sin a

inthe f

simon the m it w
perfect
e

orceror also llustrates another pr
ept the :pmn is garbled, which sadly leaves the game totally
the CD32 programmers are
in mind and game data will sometimes go 10 th
lame Zappo for thesa compatibilty
nodore standards they would

problem is
ing with he A1200
memory locat
probams. e

on be supplied with improve
the number of diffcultes. In fact,
tallr, w

improved compa
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T ompating;

Star LC100 Golour £119.99
Star LC24/100 Mono  £169.00
Star LC24/30 Colour  £209.99
@ Buiit n 55 sheet feeder

in Colour
Starjet SI48 Bubbiejet  £210.00

il et g
printer

® 144 element head

® Glossy colour output

360 dpi resolution

izen
Citizen Swift 240 Colour £250.00
n ABC 24 pin Col.  £179.99
Hewlett Packard
| HPDeskjet 520 £250.99
HP Deskjet 310 £239.99
asers
Ricoh LP1200 £599.00
Panasonic KX-P400
ser £499.99
Seikosha OP104 £479.99

Add £3 for Centronics cable
and £7 for next working day
i

® Quantum SCS! Hard drive
® Ultra fast 11ms access
@ Up to 8Mb RAM on board

SPECIAL OFFER

260MB NO RAM

£339.99

2 x 1Mb Simm’s £49.99
4x 1Mb Simm’s £99.99
e -

@ 16MHz 286 PC Emulator
® Norton rating 15
@ Plugs into GVP Il HD

GVP PC-286 Emulator  £89.00

g

Ergonomically designed Trak Ball
320Dpi resolution, 2 microswitched
buttons. The Legend Trak Ballis
very easy to use. Unlike normal
Trak Balls the LEGEND is operated
with the thumb freeing the fingers to
click buttons.

ONLY £19.99

® Video processor provides real
time software control of brightness,
contrast, saturation, hue,
sharpness, filtering, gain efc.
Audio processor with two audio
inputs, software switchable or
mixable, with software control of
Volume, Bass and Treble effects.
G-Lock Genlock

£284.00
Rendale 8802 Genlock ~ £149.99

7

Plugs into PCMCIA slot
Fully Bnemah duesn\ affect
anty

250 Overdrive
Phone for higher capaclllu

® 14,400 Baud
® Fully BT approved
@ 5 years waranty

ONLY £169.99

Amiga 600 Summer Pack  £184.99
A1200 Race & Chase  £279.99
Includes A1200 with 2Mb RAM.
Trolls and Nigel Mansel

1200 Computer Combat Pack £329.99
Includes A1200 with 2Mb RAM,
Digita Wordworth, Digta Print
Manager, Personal Paint 4, Total
Camage, Zool 2, Brian The Lion.
Amiga CD32 79.99
2Mb RAM. Dual Speed CD Ao
Multi session, plays music CD's,
256000 colours on _— {ickes
2 games Oscar and Digg

Amiga 4000 030 £999.00
Includes A4000, 030 processor,
2Mb Chip RAM, 80Mb Hard drive.

® 2900pi resolution

® 2 Microswitched buttons

® Opto/Mechanical mechanism
Switchable between Amiga/ST

® Direct Mouse Replacement

£9/99

® 880K formatted capacity
Double sided, Double density
@ Through port
Zydec Drive £59.00
'A500/600 Internal Drives  Phone

"SPECIAL LIMITED
OFFER"

AA500 512K upgrade
“§14.88"
A600 1Mb no clock

Plugs straight into ABOO trap door
compatible with A600, AGOOHD

® 40MHz 68030 accelerator
® Makes your Amiga 1200 run
over 7 times quicker.
Allows up 1o 32Mb RAM
® Optional FPU
A1230/4Mb/No FPU
A1230/4Mb/68882 FPU

£429.00
£529.00

Microvitec 1438 £289.99
The Microvitec 1438 is a multisync
‘monitor compatible with
AS00/A600/A1200/A4000.
31DP Colour SVGA  £199.99
Colour SVGA Monitor  £209.99
i R ok sTe oS
28 dot pi

A1200 VGA adaptor £9.99
Falcon VGA Adaptor £9.99
Philips SCART to Amiga ~ £9.99
8833 MKIl to Amiga £9.99

higaiaan 099

® 16MHz 32 bit 68030 Central
Processor, 16MHz Biiter,
32MHz 56001 Digtal Signal

essor

® 1.44Mb 35" Floppy, up to 14Mb
RAM. Displays 65536 colours
from 262144 paletie

@ 8 Channel, 16 bit, high quality
Stereo sound sampling

FALCON IMbNoHD  £399.00
FALCON4MbNoHD  £599.00
FALCON 4Mb 64Mb HD  £799.00
FALCON 4Mb 127Mb HD £799.00
FALCON 4Mb 209Mb HD  £899.00
Falcon Screen Blaster  £89.00

Ciimserice®

Our Service department can repair
Amigals in minimum time at competitive
rates. We can artange for courer pickup
and retu delivery of your machine fo
ensuro its safety. We even have a

ame day service which will ensure your
machine s given priorty and subject o
faul, completed the same day. We offer
a Quotation service for £15 for which we.
will examine your machine and report
back with an exact price for repar. If
You do not wish 1o go ahead with the
ropairs then just pay the £15. However
you do go ahead then the charge is
included in the minimu charge. Please
ote: The minimum charge covers
Iabour, parts are extra

Quotation service £15.00
Min repair charge £35.25
Courier Pickup £11.00
Courier Return £7.00
Same day service £15.00
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¥ the end of the last instalment our
program had got to the stage

R = = Iyt iy i
quite easy to

There are in m Mo G
the most flexible rameter
BB i v i ow o e
functions

The tag list approach begins with a call o

‘AlocAslRequest() to allocate the main data
structure for the requester. Providing this call

was successful, a
Qs tachycain an taleie)
functon as many times as

Before the uvowam erminaiss 8
FreeAsIRequest() function must be called to
hand back the resources allocated by the
‘riginal AllocAsiRequest()

The requester options are specified using
tag items defined in the firaries/asl. system
include file, and these allow size, position,
requester text and so on to be explicitly

Although seting up an asl parameter tag
st is no more diffcult than the window list
weve X -
tive asl library functions that bring up a

sized requester and I'm going to
these because they make the code a litle

simpler.

default parameter scheme involves
making a call to an AllocFileRequest()
inction and saving the returned requester
pointer (checking the call for a successiul, ie
- oA
bring up the requester by
unmg s Aslﬁsquasl() function mentioned

Reciie e program terminates a

FreeFileRequest() function must be called o

hand back the resources allocated by the
R oyt ok

Biow et leRequest() alloca-

FrssF\leRBﬂusle handing back

mncnon ean cbvalsh be pared togtrer

incorporated into our existing program

This month Faul Overaa
tartiles the use of the
5L File requester and
005 file handling
functions

mahe

|}-—

()

: reuuest

selected, so all | need to do is load registers
50 {00 A pace
the AsiRequest( functior

T siipioary apmentin Htiog
shows the addiional instructions needed 1o
bring the file requester to life along with
tasks yet to be tackied.

COMPLEX
Easy code so far, and with this code in
place the file requester certainly appears.
When we start o tackle the job of extracting
the flename and loading the file into mem-
r, things get a litle more compli-
cated and in fact the rest of this month's

You should know the format and the phi-
fosophy behind these routine pairs by now,
50 1l just refer you to listing 10 and earlier
S G
on explanations
Th fle roquesir has 1o e
when:

ihat was called whon this menu option was

Because the file handing code, taken as

a whole, could seem rather daunting, I've

onth to go through the various

steps in detail, identifying the code frag-

ments concerned. This should make it

easier to come 10 grips with the complete
routine that you'l ind o disk.

If AsiRequest() returns TRUE then the

{_File and l_Dir fields of the requester data

structure will contain the name and the

DECEMBER 1094

directory of the il salected by the user. I
be copying these fields o a fiename buffer
that was defined, along with a label repre-
senting s size,as shown n istng 2.

precaution of clearing t before adding any

new sel

‘The 680x0 dbeq instruction is great for
these types of tight clearing loops and the
fragment in listing 3 shows the code
arangements used. Notice that the loop

either the bufer s full ora NULL
byt is found — this prevents the loop from
clearing memory that s already clear.

The next step is to copy the ASL
requester directory entry to ou fle name
buffer using another dbeq based loop, as
shown in listing 4. Finally we add the fie-
name to the directory path information that
was copied 1o the filename bufer by using
the DOS library's AddPart() function. At this.
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Filehandler

a0t

filenan 45,0 258
Filenane 12 £ vofilenane

clar_fil HiLenane STEERF-1,
Hilersnesd

lear_toop

~copy_toop

flerest 50
Hilen

it
HTlensme SITELF 65
Adgpart, fuse

KL requester

o Hilen

St FiLenane en
el filenane bufter

GaLits

e fib

e 0 18

ey "
Allochosthiect,_ostase
a6

bri
L o 3 buff
Testoe som ragaters

Filenane butfer size Less 1
our Filerane buffer

£ ve resched o NILLY

diress
fher
try

abject type

save gefnter to fib

5o many things can

works the filehandler routine just has to
FilelnfoBlock structure that it alocated, and

el e
TR
s_Fis ot
il
Fristestsject

(T dt-65 1

code that firstly only freelclose things that

DisplayBeep() function before returning.

loading will cause the screen
the file could not be loaded.

oo wone.
s
serrart |
6
Fresbostaject D0sBise
Lerrart "

mum-m oot
(4T i1

On a good day library functions do ot fail and when everything

On not 50 good days, for example when system memory is being
heavily used by other programs, many fibrary function calls can fai
~hence the need for checking retur values.

‘The various error labels seen in earier code fragments cause a
path 1o be taken that leads to duplicated sub-sections of

acquired or operied, and secondly make a call to the Intuition

‘This means that any error conditions that result in the file not
lay to flash, thus indicating that

90 wrong

close the file, free the
retur ke this:

e i i
clos
Frri

restore registers
al exit

the above
had been successfully

clse file

e
flash screen to show errort

restore registers
 axit

DECH
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et
HODESLOFILE &2
et

e Bisiuse

0
wrnert

butfer o1
e buffer
er_size 0

ot Mcchie

Filenane start adiress

save tile handle for clasing

Exaninera() o1

5 0 butfer still allocated?

free allocated buffer semory
L butfer ointer

aoven | 41 (s
e

eror anateatiioest

Freerilehen

a7
At e

ErreebiLebes,-(05)

116041, -407)

preserve ress
save retarned sointer

push deallocation abdress
Festore 1o

preserve
Tt o close

restore regs

ol
6 Sizeta0) 40
a1 futtersite

HERE i

Pty
e

i
e asanause

il fnfo block seiress
size of selected file
store feentified size
neaded for Resdl) call
any senoey uill do

aid ve get any aenary?

e hadle sofnter
Butfer_p fron AlLochea()
copy file fnto menory

>

point we will have buit a complete pathi
name string that can be used to open the fie
—see lising 5.

Quite a bit of work stil needs to be done
and the next step is to attempt to open the

allocat memory f
e cated a FlenioBlock (defined in the
dos system fie)

‘There are a number of ways of doing this
but the modern way is to use the dos
ey AR Dl it wmmg
ter dt wugmvymmmwmmcm-me
info block.

REGISTERS
I've chosen to store the retumed pointer in

register dé, a non-scratch register (i. one
that isn't affected by any lioary cals) so the

called ExamineFH() that loads information
into a file info block for a file specified by a
file handle, i.e. the value retumed by the

Open() function.
' function needs to be called with the.

success (i should be non-zero)  see listing
8.

At this point a potential snag is looming
because we are ready to alocate some
bufter memory for loading the file, but &

fter may alre
the user had previously selected and loaded

a buffer exists and must be de-allocated

File opening uses the dos Open() function
and, as with all library functions, its just
matter of loading the required parameters,
ing the CALLSYS macro to generate the
library call code, and collecting the result
(usually in do).
“The file s only going to be kept open long
and copy it nto memory, so
again Ive chosen 1o store the returned file
handle in a register (d5) as shown in lising

7
‘The dos library now provides a function

this scheme to work it s necessary 1o
clear the buffer_p variable wnen-ver a
of the.

from the file info block, use the Exec
AllocMem() function to allocate a buffer
large enough 1o hold the specified fle, and
then use the dos library’s Read() function to
read the whole fle into memory. Listing 11
shows the completed section of code that.
perfoms these operations. pics




I\
&

RAPID DELIVERY

Low| PRICES
L BEST SERVICE

SALES FREE CALL

SALES HELPLINE 081 686 9973 / 081

DISKS DISKS DISKS +l°¢K‘BI-E 3.5 STACKABLE BOXES

100% CERT\F\ED ERROR FREE
ode A

503.5" DS/DD X m sn4 100 cap lockable box. .
£25.00 + 100 cap lockable box. .
300+ 7.1 100 coblbor . Add £800 AMIGA cp32
£48.00 + 2 x 100 lockable box 1 Modulo Expansion
£69.00+ 3 x 100 lockable box Add G700 "gmm‘;gg&m&m K.Mm_(md
£92.00+ 4 x 100 lockable box Add £16.00 b | e
£110.00 + 5 x 100 lockable box Add £ €032 to Amige 1200
£205.00 + 10 100 lockoble box Add £30.00

o
FREE LABELS + FREE DELIVERY BY PARCEL FORCE FREE DELIVERY

' <" “AMIGA 600_
eact & Shmes Wi ALERCS 8V ks oo i Gik b 3.5
N ool ol 4,
AL STARIING PACK 2]4 W;m mn,k\
450510/ 1006k, s ok, Ok ey iy o TR
10 Cap lockable box

£309.99 | £339.99 Wi —iiminc i ESEIEE

Mouse mol. DiskClecnar oysick
‘Syndicote, Choos Engine, Nick Faldo's Golf, Pinbll

P 2073 24 o mone.
P 1509

Joyshek Splfers
ok [l

bibiaZia2llk

(‘"’"A'“?‘og"zf"“ o
Pt

Mok n e /4
Voo Ao
Urtversal ’nrﬂv smndw

Sy 108 ol
] s&wmm i i v
e prchs il e
‘Copociy Cortidg.
(aE:mngﬁ\l
T Nirovin: 1438 Fre pecer)
g ki
Add £2 for Delive: ombtar OB

GREY-TRONICS LTD, UNIT 1015 WHITGIFT CENTRE,
CROYDON, SURREY CRO 1UU
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he hype surrounding CD-ROM

has often focused on expensive

games. Dodgy interactive dramas

eplete with ham acting and flashy

fooking arcade action concealing poor

ey s probably o mary tkdng
“What's the

Happl, there's 8 wide chok of ers

serious products available that are surpris-

ingly successful despite not costing an ar

and a leg. The Amiga enthusiast would

do well to consider some of the options
avaiiable.

With its obvious advantages in terms of

space, serious CD-ROM tends to

ROUNDUP

isks mple
contain so many fies and applications that
initally they can be daunting.

‘The software covers a wide range of
applications. The image and font libraries
can store thousands of memory-consuming
images that can be used for anything from
simple Workbench backdrops to

used by both the musician or the video-
maker who wishes to add sound effects o
a film. Networking tools, Amos related files
and the Fred Fish collection are just a few
of the other possibiiiies available.

f course you'll need a CD-ROM drive to
run these tities, but with the advent of the
Zappo for the A1200 pius various hardware
options for the A4000, users can get a

CD drive at a third of the cost of an
equivalent 600MB HD.

(lip Art & Fonts (D

Formats: 600Mb+ of EPS, IFF and PCX
Clip art. Adobe and PSFonts

Targeted for deskiop publishing uses on
the Amiga, this is an excellent source of
material for all sorts of documents
General purpose files include pre-
doskrigf s ol rom THiAC
46 0 ol pater

St neads ere iso ctared fo. For
example, there is a choice of well-drawn
menu headers that could be used by café
o restaurant owner

‘The selection of black and white llstra-
tions is of a higher than average
quality, and many of them could be used

10 give leaflets and newsletters a profes-
sional touch.
‘There is also a huge amount of Adobe

s Ml it nc e e

oo i)

Image formats: B&W IFF Bitmap, Coloured IFF
Bitmap, Prociips EPS, Pagesetter, Pagestream, IMG,
Corel DRaw

Font formats: Adobe, CG, Bitmap, IFF & Coloured,
Postscript, Pagestream, Prodraw, Truetype, PCX,
Calamus, GDOS

More pictures are available

most compre-
hensive collection of Ciip art

v
lack and white bitmap
images and coloured images are provided in IFF for-
mat. Many of the Bitmap designs are disappointing,
not because they are simple but because they are
poorly drawn.

Despite this there are others that are useful. The

Weird Science Clip Art/ Fonts

coloured images are of a
better standard, with the
e BORRs aRyTd
as some of the

maps could also be fn.

There are images in separate dlvecmnes E
Proclips, Pagestream and Pagesetter. What's
1he collcton of brushes Is & valusle addiion fof
DPaint users to play around with

again, then, ts rather a mixed bag as far as,
quality is concemed, but considering the price it repre-
sents excellent value for money.

As you'l be expecting now, there are thousands of
files on offer, and they are amranged in easily access-
ble subject libraries. All the fonts are read for use.

Designs range from the standard fonts to the more.
unusual, including holey swiss cheese characters or
horror designs dripping in gore.

Unfortunately, many of the fonts look rough round.
the edges and are not up to the job of professional
presentations. But then at this price there's a limit 1o
what you can expect.

fieams of

The Professional Fonts and [|IIJ Art

torati

1o the two,

the benefit of

This makes it

more suitable for professional user

i ot 60 Vo o rain e parsh nowseter
Obviously, an e inter would be required to

juce documents with these high resolution colour
images.

Picture subjects covers a reasonable amount of cat.
egories and they are generally good quality, but there's
not as much to choose from as with Weird Science's
Clip Art.

As far as fonts are concerned, there's 320Mb worth
of Adobe, Compugraphic and True Type fonts avil
able, 50 the serious DTP user is again well catered for.

Amos PD

‘sound samples and numerous music banks.
Pamet and Semet are also included to allow
material to be transferred from the CD32.

Amiga Comp
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Amos, for anyone that doesn't know, is a
dedicated creation system for producing
Amiga programs. This CD is the official
Public Domain Library of Amos related
software.

With the entire PD library available, the
disk offers good materal for the Amos user
and is also a source of help and tuition,
Thankiully its all catalogued for easy acces-
sibility. Provided with the CD are Amos
source codes, sprite banks, Ctext banks,




Gifs Galore

Image format: Gif

e
witha

f Grouped into dozens of cate-
gories, the choices inciude images of aviation,
cartoon, clp art, raytrace and even vietnam.

There is a combination of high efinition pic-
tures and basic hand-drawn designs, the latter
being more useful to owners of less powerlul
Amigas and printers.

“The quality varies wildly from the impressive
o the ludicrously inept — perhaps not surpris-
ing considering the breadth of choice offered.

For those looking for a comprehensive
Source of images, there should be more than
‘enough quality material o this CD to satisfy
your needs. There's also a selection of Bay
Watch types in swim-suits ~ not that you'd be
interested in that!

umcnunmly, our copy had a fault with the View Tech which meant that as soon as images were

vanish from the screen. The problem was resolved by using AD-Pro, but this bug seriously

i

ROM =

\ 30 Uplume 2/Aualon

0

3D e O\ Synﬂesws second 3D volume received high

o when it was reviewed last month by

Stevie Kennedy. Though more expensive

than the other products in the round-up, its

high qualty Images represent great valu for Lightwave and Imagine users. With 202 mod-

s 10 choose from, the CD offers an altemative to the laborious process of crealing them

yoursal. Furthermore, they are all easy o use and require only a it editing o it ino any
scene.

There 5 now an abundance of
(0-ROM titles auailable containing
libraries of images, sounds and
utilities. Gareth lofthouse takes a
looks at what's on offer.

on GO, untotunately. s mich ess consiste when H comes t qualty and il be
ottt meret people who don't own InterChange Plus or Pixel Pro

Networls (0

Intended as a simple networking ool for
the Amiga, this product contains over
36,000 files of freely distributable or

nnect a CD32,

the CD32 cable. This uses the CD32's.

machine as a remote storage device for
your master Amiga.
To connect the machines you'll need

lection of images and lots of utiliies.
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(What does it

all mean?
T

As has already been stated, as there are
o instructions 1o speak of, these CDs
make few allowances for the beginner.
So here's a brief explanation of the

jargon.

To start with the image libraries, difer-
ent types of images are saved in differ-
ent types of formats on the Ami

IFF: This is the standard format for

images. This is not ususally a problem
svos most o e G nckide the g
Viewing softw:

1 o ot have he igh vewing sot
ware, need an image processing
package such 83 AD o image FX ot

imagemaster which will convert this sort
el D
don't come cheap.
Jpeg: These are 24-bit compressed
images, the advantage being they take up
less memory space. As far as viewing is
concerned, many CDs will provide soft-
ware such as Fast Jpeg.
iges must be loaded into a
DTP package (see below) for use. Well
known DTP software includes Page
Setter, PageStream and Pro Page
Bitmap: These images are black and
Some use cross-hatched shading,
2 form of dithering which gives extra
Gefinton.
Adobe Fonts/PS Fonts: These are
Postscript fonts that can be converted to
other packages such as DTP software.
Furthermore, you can import Adobe type
1 fonts into Ray Tracers that wil allow you
1o alter the appearance of characters with
effectslike extrusion.
DTP: Stands for Desk Top Publishing
DTP software is designed for text and
image manipulation, making it possible
to reste magazine siyle ayouts for
docume

A i the CO image lbares, the
Sound CDs wil often include software that
allows the sounds to be heard. Opus
Directory includes this facilty as well
Modules: These are whole pieces of
music. However, samples can be ripped
from them using sound processing soft
ware such as Audio Engineer or Audiion
4, which is a sample editor. Med and
‘Octamed also include their own “ippers”

Basically, the way these work is that
the sounds from the module are stored in

e musician can then order up the
sound editor, grab a partcular sound from
the piece and then edit t together with
other samples or music
Samples: These are snippets of sound
extracted from film sound-tracks and
music peces.
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(DPD IU/Aminet Nl

This is the latest version in the well
respected CD public domain series, its aim
being to offer the most up-to-date utilties
for the Amiga. For starters, it contains the
latest Fred Fish disks, an ocean of pro-
grams in itself

‘The King-Fisher database that comes as
part of Fish is a life-saver. Designed for
the maintenance and perusal of Fish, it
provides brief descriptions helping you
find what you need in what might other-
wise be an overwhelming choice of
utites.

We can only scratch the surface of the
library, but the utilities range from
Spreadsheet tools like FHSpread to
archiving systems and untold numbers of
demos.

Other examples of what's on offer are
the Five Star betting prediction tool, the
popular KCommodity, Mach V, which is a
hotkey/macro muiti-purpose utility and
Fractal generators.

As if this wasn't enough, CDPD has utii-
ties outside the Fish collection such as
music modules and Persistence of Vision,
a complete raytracing system, along with
objects for Imagine. There's also 350
Bitmap and 410 PostScript fonts

An alternative that's been out for a while
now is Aminet 3. Again you get lots of Fish
utilities plus pictures and animations,
along with over 200 games for when you
want 1o relax.

Overall, both packages are comprehen-
sive all-rounders with lots to offer the
enthusiast.

Using the (s

A fault of all the CDs in the round up was that they
contained virtually no instructions on how to use
the products. This is a serious failing since the
beginner doesn't necessarily know how 10 view the
images or hear the samples.

e easiest way of inspecting a file is with a
directory manager like Directory Opus which
includes facilities for showing pictures and playing
sounds. If you don't have such a tool, most of the
CDs thankfully include viewing or playing software.

Unless the CD has a good contents guide, a
directory manager would also prove invaluable

Amiga Computing
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when it comes to find-
ing particular material
Otherwise, hours could

be spent sifting through \
thousands of files in an
attempt to find the right

Many of the programs that come _

with the utility
the best of the sound and image collections, how-
ever, sound processing or Image processing soft- )
ware could be useful.

Supplier/distributor  Value  Quality  Price

Gifs Galore. 17th Bit Software 8 i £19.99
Clip At and Fonts CD = s s £1999
Professional CD oz 8 8 £19.99

CDPD IV CD Z 10 8 £19.99

Network CD = 7 8 £14.99

Amos PD [ 2 ) 8 £1999
WS Glip At | Weird Science ) 8 £9.99

WS Fonts I = 8 7 £9.99

‘Sounds Terriic - 10 8 £19.99

Aminet It PDSoftware | 10 8 £19.99

3D Vol 2 SyndesisCop | 9 9 £65

3D Avalon = ; 7 7 £32 approx

Sounds Terrific

This is a double CD pack that aims to
be a vital source of sounds for both
the non serious user and the musi-
cian. With over 1.2 Gigabytes of music
and sound data on offer, there should
be something to interest anyone.

One disk is composed entirely of
music modules. This source of pre-
made music is a mixture of original
compositions and rip-offs of well-
known tunes and songs.

As you might expect, House and
Electronic pieces work more convinc-
ingly than the attempts at Rock or Classical. Wagner's Ride of the Valkerie stood out as
a hilariously feeble imitation and will surely have the composer's corpse turning in his

rave.

Despite this, there are plenty of good quality pieces to be used with sound editing
systems to create presentations. Musicians can also steal samples from within the
modules.

The other disk includes Sonix Scores, Midi Files, and samples in most of the required
format, as wel as all the converters that are needed to use it with different utiities and
appiications.

Messing with the sound samples is fun in itself. There are famous snippets of speech
from the likes of Top Cat or The Muppets and the inevitable samples from Dr. Who and
Star Trek. More useful are the samples of et and car engines, explosions, gun-fire and
50 on. Some of these are of a high enough standard to use in video film.

As a package that caters both for simple fun and serious uses at the same time,
Sounds Terrfic is highly recommended, especially when you consider that even games
can cost twice as much.

2

/

17th Bit Software
Tel: 0924 366982 Fax: 0924 200943

Weird Science
TelaFax: 0116 234 0682.

PDSoftware
libraries stand on their own. To make Tel: 0702 466933

ndesis Corporation
Tel: 0101 414 674 5200
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THE PERFECT ALL-IN PACKAGE FOR YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS.

@ A professional WORDPROCESSOR with powerful graphics @ A flexible SPREADSHEET with more than 50 functions,
capabilities and a 50,000 word spell checker. Ideal for a wide simplifying the most complex domestic monthly budgets or
variety of correspondence and official documents. commercial cash flow forecasts.

@ A versatile DATABASE which is simple to use and powerful @ A supremely friendly DISC MANAGER to make using your

enough to deal with anything from basic address book Amiga as painless a task as possible.
functions to club membership lsts and business records.

® Incredible GRAPHICS with more than 18 types of graphs
ilable to brighten up your make

your month by month financial situation as easy to appreciate

s possible. You can even make use of eye-catching 3D effects!

Database: Build up 3 Spreadsheet: Prepare
index, budgets or tables, aler
Column width, iniert o

functons..and morel
functions. and morel

Graphics: e data irecty Disc Utilities: Avold the
ol fom the sprescheet riben

eHmPRES-S Europa House, Macdesti, O , el 0625 859333
rTwaRE iy
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DELTRAX PD (AC),

DISK PRICES:
cach, 315 Disks =
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S
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10 BAALY Ml )

LT WO S .

s

LT MaONON o ReK G

wesmoce s cn s

36 Bodelwyddan Ave, 12 nh 25 Dk
0Old Colwyn,

Clwyd L129 9!

Overseas onders welcome payable n sirling

Cataloguedisk £1.00 Fst,relibl friendly serice
Make chegues/posial orders payable o "DELTRAX PD'
POSTAGE & PACKING:

UK = 60p perorder
Furop skiROW.

Note: Prices are per disk and not per set

40 per disk

CLIP & POST

Address.

Poscode.
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Dave (usicts surveys the latest PO and
shareware releases, fresh from the jiffy bag

heap doesn't necessarily mean

nasty, a statement confirmed by

e
software that has tumbled

gently into the
mpnm-gmnmewmulmemn
‘month, Whatever activity engage
yourssi in wit the e of your A,
there will most likely be something to
tickle your fancy available for a few quid
through the public domain...

cHAM Snnttrum HEH

The wave of Spectrum nostalgia sweeping
the Amiga scene continues with the arrival
of another program whose sole purpose in

ART of th

Iie is 10 transform your powerful 16 or 32-
bit machine into a vastly inferior computer
dinosaur. What, you may ask, is the point
of shelling out a few hundred pounds on
an Amiga and then using it to play
Spectrum games? Well, it would seem
that despite the technical excellence of
many modern games, today’s offerings
are often sadly lacking in the playabilty
department

Even though | never owned
Spectrum, having navigated the heady
days of the early- and mid-eighties from
the bridge of my trusty Acom Electrn,
I can see that for some the temptation
o Stds vt

time could prove to be
rosstabl,

Although this is certainly not the first
such program on the Amiga, in the past
such offerings have been let down by an
alarming lack of speed. Spectrum soft-
ware has been known o run inexplicably
slowly on even the fairly pacey 14Mhz
A1200.

Fortunately, in this respect the ZXAM
emulator is slightly ahead of its rivals, so
at last the oldies can be relived at some-
thing approaching full speed.

nt.
end. It can cope with Spectrum games
saved by other emulators in a variety of
formats, although in some cases you may
need to rename the files for them to be
recognised.

‘ou can also, of course, load your old
software from cassette, although you will
need a suitable hardware connection
such as a sound sampler to do so.

A selection of some of the more
usotul utlities supplied on the ditk

MONTH;.

g Never Liked
& lino

Programmed by: Lego
Available from: OnLine PD!

Slideshows are ten-a-pennil
these days, so s refreshing

1o find one which features decent
pictures which have not simply
been scanned or digitised. There
are plenty of pictures crammed onto this
disk, covering a wide variety of themes
although perhaps unsurprisingly fantast
artwork is prevaent.

The pictures are colourful and stylish
and can either be viewed in sequence of
individually. A couple of the fantasy ones

thing, especially when the pictures are!
this well drawn.

‘There's a pleasant enough tune playing
away in the background, and the overah
effect is pretty decent. Not bad at all

lIJﬂE/i Utilities t

grammed by: Various
el rom: KEWI sfwre
Disk No. W1114

As a general rule, on disks of this kind
there will generally be a few run-of-the-mill
programs, the sort that are copied to the.

T
|

D

ImageStudio
Programmed by: Graham and Andy Dean
Available from: Graham Dean

e b
lmgw Processing package, the two real hea
Imegb and AdPro, b bosst it large
at st ¢
ram s a sy theycannotafrd
PD and Shareware authors have, however, been
slow 10 altack the potential market. The 3
‘which was only slightly less unpleasant to use than its
hame made s e, ot eyond skmola e converaions
Kot ove ) M

v 5 o coclersted Ariee bt ZXAM o
e sightly pacior than the

It can read and write in an
4mpms|ve range of picture formats, from standard

a Computing
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Amig IFF ane Gonpusarve G 1o e eficient Joed
lows the user

hnnhlmn and coﬂlms( or apply a Invg- selection of

including sharpen, emboss, and even

e tetae e W more, it does it all

from within a beautful intution interface, meaning it is
pleasant to use and extremely easy 1o work with.

1t can handle 24-it pictures with no problem, and as.

well as displaying them using either the intenal viewer

or an exteral user-configurable one such as ViewTek,

the resizable preview window can use up to 256

g ¥
Various effect windows can be left open on the
screen so that they are quickly available, and the
screen layout can be saved to disk along with other
Preferences.
Perhaps the most impressive feature is the option to
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hard drive, maybe used once or twice, and
then deleted next time you become short of
storage space.

There will also be a couple of pointless
programs which are ignored after you've
read the ReadMe, and the odd highly sus-
pect program which either crashes instantly
or causes strange things 1o start happen-
ing. Just occasionally there may even be
some really useful programs included.

fer here, fortunately, we don't have
any crashers, and there’s only a couple of
pointiess programs. A couple of programs
have even been granted positions on my
already cluttered Workbench screen, which
is surely the highest accolade | can award
such utilties. Of particular note are the
following gems:

® DocReade e heart of this

Applcon utiity is a simple yet clever idea.
icon onto it

DocReader will search the directory for the

doc, .guide, or other similar suffix. If it
doesn't find one it will simply open the text
viewer with the file you dropped onto t, so
you can simply drop the readme onto it if
you 0 choose.

@ Appinfo — This is an Applcon which
simply tells the user a few things abou the
specified file, including file size and
version number, along with a ver-
sion date if it can find
one. This is another nice
idea which could make
hard drive management much
easir

® AppTrash — This is an enhanced ver-
sion of the Workbench trash can feature.
Dropping files and drawers onto it gets rid
of them while dropping disks onto it wil for-
mat them. Files can either be stored so
that they can be removed from the trash
later, or deleted instantly when dropped
onto the trash can.

h, and there's also yet another flying
toasters screen saver — how original. Stil
it's more configurable than most of its ilk
and at least it doesn't seem 1o crash the
system. Al in all, an interesting disk which
won't exactly revolutionise the Amiga world
but could be worth a look

Not just a protty face, Star Wol

appropriate file with a

use a hard disk as virtual memory. This means that it
can run in under one megabyte of memory, a feature
that would certainly be welcome in many commercial

ferings.

It means that if you apply several effects to a picture.
and then decide that you don't ike any of them, you're
ot limited to only Undoing the last effect as it is possible
1o store up 1o 100 actions in the Undo/Redo buffer.

You'll need one megabyte and WB2 to use
ImageStudio, and having an AGA machine is a definite
advantage or piture clepiayig, abough R s by no
means essen

TthDdemomﬁwhulllmﬁmsm-db
only handle pictures up to 250x250 pixels. The full ver-
sion, along with an optimised 68020 version, s available

for a very reasonable £10, extremely good value consid-
o :
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(alling all PD libraries....

and individuals with anything remotely

having a peek at, If you

want something released as PD, or
of

why

ocumentation and everything clearly

labelled? | promise Il at least look at
ur work.

Tina Hackett, PD
Arica Cog] Europa

Star Woids

Programmed by: Martin Kitt, Rowan
Crawford and Rob Wells
Available from: OnLine PD

of my favourite 8-bit games was
Thrust, since it was not only highly enjoy-
able but also fairy challenging.

For those who never sampled the delights
of Thrust or its Atari ST cousin Oids, the

fotated when the joystick was moved left or
right. It could thrust in whichever direction it
was facing when the joystick was pushed
up. This made simply steering the ship quite
tricky and when enemy gun emplacements
were added then things could become really
tough.

Your objective was o journey to several
planets and retrieve from each one a bizarre
ball thing that dangled awkwardly beneath

e ship, making keeping control even
harder, before destroying a nuclear reactor
buried in the caves and escaping from the
planet within ten seconds.

As a great fan of Thrust | was particularly
impressed by this classy derivative. The
principle gameplay difference between Star
Woids and Thrust is that here you are col-
lecting Rebel Soldiers from the planet sur-
face, instead of strange spherical objects.
Rebel Soldiers? Hang on a minute. Star
Woids... Rebel Soldiers... Has this game got
anything to do with Star Wars?

Yes. The authors make no secret of
the fact that Star Woids borrows consider-
ably from the Star Wars films. This is partic-
ularly notable in terms of presentation, with
an impressive rendition of the title tune and
some short animated sequences involving
Xwings and the like.

1 hope this doesn't create difficulies for
the creators in terms of copyright problems
because in addition 1o boasting an elegant
facade, Star Woids s a playable and chal-
lenging game.

One megabyte of memory is required to
run Star Woids. This is only a three level
demo, and for the full game you'l have to
pay a £10 registration fee. That said, how:
ever, Id be surprised if you finish the demo
in a hurry because its not eas)




Quackbusted &

Programmed by: Rednex
Availale from: Onine PD

avoid confusion in families with lots of similarly
named people, comments can be added to the
records to differentiate between them.

Genie requires one megabyte to run. It comes in
two flavours, the full registered version and the freely
distributable PD demo which has the printing features
disabled. Registration costs €5, and for those inter-
ested in charting their pedigree then Genie should be
very valuable.

Genie
o O o Goray
software?
[ o o

Genie s quite an impressive family history database
program, capable of storing details of the relation-
ships and marriages of up to 9999 people on hard
drive systems and 1500 on floppy. While genealogy

prove a great help for those

Who are interested.
Although Genie was writ-

ten in AMOS, the author

gram as to the relationships
between them is a simple
matter of clicking on a few
buttons,

Once all the necessary
data has been input, Genie

Family groups, lists of indi-
viduals and so on can all be
output. Pictures of people
and marriages can be
linked to the records and to

have been able to recognise it. Anyway,
whether it is an original tune or not it
is excellently sampled and crisply
+ reproduced, and despite some cheesy
electronic organ-style slides it is one of the
best Amiga demo tunes I've heard in a

while.

Throughout the proceedings, various
words of wisdom in the form of song lyrics
appear on the screen. Fine, if you happen
to be a fan of the Nine Inch Nails or the
Dead Kennedys, although if you're into

YA

slightly more, erm, mainstream music you
may find they spoil the effect of the spi-
ralling patterns. There are also various
messages from the programmers.
Unfortunately, some of these you probably
won't understand because they're not

i mushragmipluo
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witimately 3
litte pointles:

writien in English, whereas some of them
you will but may wish you couldn't
because they're written in bits of English
you wouldn't generally use in polite
conversation.

It's a shame that many demo coders
are unable to produce a disk without at

case it spoils an otherwise quite reason-
able production. 4

lay your hands
on me

KEW-=II software
PO Box 672, South Croydon, Surrey
CR20YS
Tel: 081657 1617

Graham Dean
ding Avenue, Poynton.
Stockport, Cheshire SK12 1YX

Online PD

1 The Cloisters, Halsall Lane, Formby.
Liverpool L37 3PX
Te:. 0704 834335

John Godley
91 Whitiey View Road, Kimber
Rotherham S61 2HJ
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Steve White opens the door to creating
I a 5 E your own installation stripts and
enplains how to use routines correctly

being copied from the disk into Ram so that it
can be installed quicker.

1 will discuss this in more depth when |
explain how 1o set up an installation disk
Note how an AmigaDOS wildcard patten is
used to copy all the files beginning with

01 ;MyProg test installation script » ) MyProg at fine 07.
© e comition "
B cote )
8 e il : B it st Lo TN I PRRRIRAN
i ot e e T e
8 i vt Ubaso Uy o rns st irar because we want  to contin the resu of
W Crun “ielespy WyPraght to ran:®) B (help degprlibiels) 4 the following commands. The fact that there
. ) pestsumdibie ) is no close brackets means that command
(ot metent 3% Ganfirn) 09 is part of the routine 09 to 15, Variables
RV H i) o not need an dentfer such s § for stfing
" (prospt "Where would you Like to install AyProg?") » ) variables. Installer automatically sorts this for
i ey dsir-ws) you
1 et sl i) 5 omtete )
e W s |
Hi i orost “Istttig el ibar” 10
a ey bapibaep) The is the beginning of another outine within
16 et adefault-dst apedes 8 Gnares sl brre) the foutine set by line 09. It i a routine com-
s A gL mand that tels Installr that the folloving
i H o] Gommands are 0 do wit asking th user for
;; lmxvrw “Installing NyProg progran.. ) adirectory to install MyProg.
Gl i Ccomplete 95)
a2 (help dsoprfiles-help) L3 1
H (it mihpron' H Prompt simply dispiays a message whie the
H H Installer 1s wating for confirmation of the
H ) 2 (ot 10 Asicir routne.
i Hl)
| . |
- This tells Installer that if the Help button is
| i now describe each command so that  usetu for informing users how much of the pressed on the inerface it should display the
Jou understand whal the Instaler scrptis  installationprocedure is completed help text @askci-help Certan rouines have
actualy doing. Consider it good maners. dedicated help text buit into Installer. You
can also create your own help i none & pro-
o o Vided, and there il be more on thi laer.
“This, and fne 02 are basialy notes forthe  This simply prinis a message (0 the screen
witer ofth scrpt Anything preceded by ;s 5o tht the user knows what s going on at 1
gnored by Instller 50 that you can insert  hat tme. This tels Instaler what the defaull destna-
information regarding the st ton is. | have used a pre-defined variable
os here called @detaut-dest, and, as | didn’ sat
5 The Run command allows you to execute 10 a certain locaton earler n the scr,
This command displays the number as a  AmigaDOS commands within speech defauts to the curent dovicos.
percentage i the Instaer window bar —  marks. In tis case, the appropriate data i >

Amiga Computing m
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in the third instalment of our Installer
Guide we will be looking at the individ:
ual routines and their associated com-
mands in more depth. We will also be
taking a look at variable handling and
explaining how you can define your
own Help text.

Amiga Computing
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>
14

Lines 14 and 15 simply shut down the rou-
tine opened with fines 09 and 10.

16
This sets the variable @default-dest to
equal the directory result held in mp-dest
which we asked for earler. This means that
/e can use @default-dest 1o copy the nec-
essary files into me e e
that

3
More help for Copylib. This is also built
Most routine commands such as.

within a routine. If it is missing a com
Wil occur.

3
This and line 35 are exactly the same
s 23 an 24 exvpt | et

isap
1 oad t scrs destnaton arecines. tle
also used at the end of installation when
Installer informs the user where they have
installed their program to.

18
Line 18 opens up a new routine.

Opens up yet anather routine which is a
copyfiles routine. Installer knows that the
following commands wil be used 1o copy a
file orfles to a destination.

21
We can't use a Prompt here because cof
files is instant and we won't see it. That is
why there is a Message command at line
19.

2
This assigns the help text @copyfiles-help
10 the Help button on the Installer interface.
“This help text is built into Installer.

2

Source command allows us to tell
Installer which fle it is we want to copy. In
this case itis MyProg which was copied into.
Ra earler.

Tho Solece 0w ok e dasiimo
where the file i to be copied to.
it s Iobation beld by the vanable
@default-dest which we set through lines
0910 16.

25
Infos instructs Installer to also copy any
info (icon) files that are associated with the
main file that is being copied — MyProg,

2
When any copying is performed Installer

really, al libraries are copied oL,

“The Confirm command does just
e ke 1 ot B copyl

force Installr to display version i

38
‘This closes the routine opened by fine 31.

s 01047 s et shove
tine but copy asl.library rather th
diskfont brary.

ows a message teling the
that Installer is cleaning up. Cleaning
Whenever you copy data to Ram in
installation process it is aways good
ners to delete it when instalation has
ished.

50
Lines 50 to 51 basically use AmigaDOS

was copied to Ram
the beginning of installation. This keej
things neat and tidy.

5
You made it Exit tells Installer to inform
‘and on pressing Proceed to quit

Do i o i s s £
soript to your

ly displays a progr
Nogauge tums this off. If you' ke to keep.
the gauge visible simply remove ths fine

27
Lines 27 and 28 simply close the routine
opened by lines 18 and 20.

3
The Copylib command indicates the start of
a routine and informs Installer that the fol-
lowing commands will be used to copy a
library o a destination.

a2
A Prompt to tell the user what is actually
happening.

of the
installr disk s to make sure that every
is copled into Ram fst. Imagine installng
Iarge program with ots of ies and having
swap between the source and destinal
disks.

Likewise, i is vitally important that

Installer treats scripts, and leamed  fa
extensive chunk of the language,
can begin to explain each routine ar
associated commands indvidually.

L9
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f You Know Who had been using a

copy of World Construction Set o cre-

ate the Earth, it might have taken a it-
But

tle longer than six days. But the place would
probably be a lot better looking. World
Construction Set isn' the easiest landscay
rendering program out there o leam, but its
certainly the most flexible and powerful.

At$250, the product isn't priced for the
casual user who just wants to create some
ool landscape picures 1o use as Workbench
backdrop images.

rid Constructon Set uses actual United
States Geological Services Digital Elevation
Model (DEM) data fils 1o render increcibly
authentic and realitc images that arent just
pretty 1o look at — they're accurate enough o
use for mapping purposes if 90 meter resolu-
tion is detalled enough for you), and of high-
enough quaity to use for commercial anima-
tion work.

Of course, few peaple have a day-to-day
noed 1o render beauiful three-dimensional
landscapes. But there are many possible
uses: Creating for 3D renderings,
overhead views of areas for brochures, and
more.

fyou'e creating a video presentation for an
architecture firm, for instance, you might ren-
der an animation that zooms across a land-
scape at high speed unti it reaches the new

find on the

.0enny Atksins created a world of his own. If you
want a better place to live use World (onstruction
Set and create a land of makse believe

location for  building. Then you'd fade the
Video to a 3D rendering of that buiding. You
may not need a landscape program, but

Help for oo
the future

‘you'l very fikely find one handy if you do any.
art or animation work.
World Construction Set is an attractive pro-
gram ~ ' the first commercial application
Magic User Interface.
dd-on that adds drop-
down menus and a customisable user-nter-
face to MUI-supporting programs. (Note that
youl need the registered shareware version
i )

since there’s not an easily followable
sequence of events 1o go through before ren-
dering a landsc:

oudier, wret yoiu vl
You'l love the lack of modalty, as it makes &
very easy to quickly make dozens of
changes to your projects settings without
clicking dozens of windows open and closed

You can open World Construction Set on
any Public screen — a Picasso Il running
1024x768 or an AGA Amiga at 800X600 &
‘great for working on complicated projects.

OPENINGS

The most unique feature of World
Construction Set s that ifs a non-modal pro-
gram. That s, you don' jump from a camera
landscape setings mode 1o a ren-
dering mode. Instead, the program lets you
open vinually any window at any point, and
You never have to close one to open another.

“This can make for a lt of confusion at frst,

wmmm-mmmmhddannln- help, i's
any, so

,nu'llmbmmmmmu “The manual’s very

program seriously.
 There's 50 much here o lear 1o take advantage of
that its hard to imagine much in the way of
new features. The only area where World Construction
‘Set is weak is n the display and formatting of fs output.
However, the vast majority of folks

who buy this L) aiaa ol v e

rogram anyway, so why should
Guesar pend (0 o oot supporing ifrent rone-
ing modes and file formats when they could instead
spend the time on the landscape portions of the

Of course, this is mo fikoicase ofiord
Construction Set. Among
ar fracal landscape gencraton s0 you can
create random worlds, better LightWave support, the
aforementioned Vista Pro support, and image scaling.
I can't wait. In the meantime, with a ltle patience, the
results you can get from this program make the steep
learning curve worth climbing.
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Construction set features an aige-
fithic ecosystem mapping setup that you
can use to populate your world with rocks.
water, grass, and various types of trees.

looking image. You can choose betw
Water, Bare, Rock, Conifer, Deciduous,
Grass ecosystems.

The neatest feature of ecosystems.
though, s that they can be “animated” —

hange over fime ~ 50 you could create
animation of a stil scene that gradually pra

or you can use animated bitmap image:




various screen modes (you can preview in
any screen mode, though).
“This means an image-processing program
such as ADPro or ImageFX is a must-have to
view your final images in their ful glory, and
o assemble them into animation files.
Setting up your rendering is an absolute
joy, thanks to the Camera Window. This
is one area of the program that definitely
is easy o use — in fact, easier than the
compefition
can render a quick wireframe preview,

or choose sun-shaded view 1o

World Construction

available from Vista &Co...
backgrounds. Questar hopes to add clouds in
& future release. In the meantime, nobody
has ever created an algorithmic cloud that
Jooked half as good as a digiized one, so just
map a scanned image of real clouds behind
your scene.

Of course, the program supports a full 24
bit palette. There are 30 palette registers for
various ecosystems and surfaces. You mig!
set one green colour for sage scrub, and a
darker one for grass.

COLOURINGS

The remaining 16,777,186 or so colours.
are created by the program as needed
depending on your objects' base colour, the
lighting (you can adjust both sunlight and
ambient light), and the amount of haze.
Preview images are created using a 16-color
palette, but saved files contain the full 24-bit
palete.

Rendering capabilties are a mixed bag,

get a better idea what your landscape looks
fike. You can even zoom in on a particular
Spot on the screen 1o see what the ecosys-
tem looks like at that spot.

Rendering time varies by complexity of the
scene. There are numerous mapping tricks
buit nto the program to allow speedy render-
ing without having to go overboard on

next update.

abovetto

Set uses actual USGS
DEM data, rather than the custom format shared by VistaPro and
Scenery Animator. This means you can obtain actual data from the.
USGS (which can be a pricey proposition) or, if you have a modem
‘and acoess to the Intemet, FTP data for free.

If you're switching from another Amiga landscape program,
Questar says it wil be adding support for VistaPro DEM files in the

To terraform a custom landscape (think of how impressive it
voud be to 200m cose over 8 i rarga and then 2500 U

GRAPHICS

polygons.
‘The program sports sophisticated anima-
e program sports Sop e forsies

landscape overfights with realistc, airplane
or helicopter-ike motions
An interactive 3D wireframe layou display.

your image;

logo),
{56 W6 8 4 (yvjacl IF Iy bl R v ot o

Word oo oo Ikl s iy e e i aul-

lo that allows you o place

pulmca\ baundaios, roads buidnas, o a eakiand

you can also label images. You can even load
AutoCAD DXF vector abjects and place them on your image.

or objects, such as

any rate) motion previews are Suppor
el ard o aihne perrites can be s
using a timeline motion graph.

Professional animators will appreciate the.
LightWave motion 1/O feature. You can cre-
ol Skol
World Construction Set, or generate a motion
path in World Construction Set (0 you can
avoid running into terrain) and export it into
LightWave so you can add other objects. By

a Computing
DECEMBER 1994
s,

merging World Construction Set and
LightWave animations, you could zoom over a.
realistc landscape populated by photorealstic:
LightWave-rendered objects, creating some
amazing effects. Not having LightWave | was.

unable o try this, but it sounds incredible.

SYSTEM ESSENTIALS

I’ Hard drive

The bottom line

Product: World Construction Set
upp/rer Questar
Pric

Tel: 1303) 659-4028

Ease ol use
Impl
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COMPUTECENTRE
OPEN 7 DAYSAWEEK

Late Night Openin
'OPEN HALF DAY MOST BANK HOLIDAYS

TELEPHONE LEEDS

24 HOUR MAIL ORDER SERVICE

0532 31 9444 10LINES!
FAX: 0532 3191

SHOWROOM ADDRESS :
EPT. AC, UNIT3, ARMLEY
PARK COURT, OFF CECIL ST,
STANNINGLEY RD, LEEDS,
LS122AE

HOW TO ORDER
Ordriy gt koo cract
card Pleasemakechequespayabletothe:
FRSTCOMPUTERCEN
Inany cmrespundenc;flease Feicida
phone number Donotforget
toinclude the delivery tariff & Dept. cod

llowSworking daysforchequeclearance.

Allpricesinclude VAT @17.5%
showroom with free parking
defslikensubjecﬂnilams
tional orders welc
Rae e —

UK MAINLAND
DELIVERV TARIFFS
eStandard D 95
.Guarameed "1aildaykwukdays} ) o5

We nd you confirm prices.
Detore piacing an order. ESOE.

CD ROM Drives
A1200 OVERDRIVE CD-ROM

NEC Mumspm i wera £167.99

PRlNTERS

Kspec, come
inribsantone, prinmunvm
(ifavailable), paper &cables!!

I E | RS T cowruter centre (LEEDS)Tel: 0532319444
IIEEEEE.

 TOSHIBA XM3401 memal £286.99)
200Ms Access time  #300KB ransterate

+305Ms Access tim B transterate
ntomal.£180,09 Exorl £256.99
Mitsumi FX0011DDual Speed...£129.99|
‘Tandon IDE CD ROM Controller
forusewithMitsumionly.........£64.99
GVP A4008SCSI controller......£122.99)

AMIGA 500 Plus trade in offer
I 300.00

only £178.99
"
=X Plus.

Tortione. Your i Amigamustbe nwerking

2.5"Hard Drives.

ro.cables ncinsirctions.
134,99 120D £209.99
."£164.99 240Mb..*£259.99

3.5"Hard Drives

249,
3 tocze ket 35 360 ap () 100 she

Sportster 2496 +Fax.

Sporiter 14400 o (D ¢
Fax.

cabesandineiuctons
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COMPUTERS

e AMIGA A120
mznwmmpmmwrzus 99
Computer Combatpack only £329.99/
yimTouICansge ranthe Lon Zoo12
Wordwer P oy Doy,

HARD DRIVE VERSIONS

Standard pack
6aMD....... 424,00 AJAE60.00tothe

=
LOWPRICEIHP 560 Colour.

even faster than the old HPS50C !
AP piters come wih a3 year waranty

£449.
£489.
£549.

price for the
Combat Hard

THE CHAOS PACK!
UK FALDO, CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF
INBALL PANTASIES.
*smeichTe
only £29.99 or £19.99
withany AMIGA!

THEFIRST5GAMEPACK
00

a:
'A4000/040LC.214

‘74000 AHSCS\anersys(zms,POA
o hrd v ony 18 ot covre by on st varany|

o

STEREO/ SPEAKERSVSTEMS
Aerospace Deluxt

2% SereoSystem
ZyFiProStereoSystei.

Expandibiets K. 6fons and qulet mode.

Star SJ144 Colour Thermal

cant ISt vt o o4 (8600 o
Comewinasyearwarranty 400 BABTApproved

MONITORS

‘Allourmonitorsare UK spec. Allmonitors
come complete with a free Amiga lead"

TiandSwvetSndeny 39
oior
Microvitec, Au\oscan 1438
s imigamodes.
s swivel

only £259.99
Star $J48 Autosheet feeder. only £49.99|
Universal Printer Stand....only £4.99

PRINTER CONSUMABLES

“Howonly £289.99
“Freocablelo AdoCO oy
ssocanie o Soests

PREMIER Ink
Ca

NPssmsou Colaur c.mlalg-
iusCok
Eheon Smusnwmc-mdq

Sheeta 17

no cartridges (3pack). £2
Shvsj!umlwrc-miwsﬁpuck) 2194

Shercprniercable
TOmereprniercable




PRIMA A500 & A600 RAM
3 YEAR WARRANTY!
A500 512k RAM
expansion (noclock).£19.99
A500 Plus 1 Mb RAM
£34.99
AB00 1 Mb RAM expansion
(with clock). .£39.99
32 BIT RAM (for A4000 etc)
o i tas.09 oo% RATED!
& M Stvm. NEWLOW PRICE] . £145.99)
8 Mb SIMM..NEWLOW PRICE!....£279.99|

RAM & CUSTOM CHIPS
T

SPECIAL OFFERS!

AMIGA
compUTING

SCANNERS

‘Alfa Data AlfaScan

hedscannerwih 258 greysclos andup1o 800
nowonly£114.99

ROMBO PRODUCTS
vi! 12 Flesl Time £139.99
lour dgitzing from any video

dpport. 12 Vi PSU for

VIDI 24 Real Time £214.99

SOFTWARE
BUSINESS

Voney girs

CD ROM SOFTWARI

178 Collction.

sny vl sourcs FUl AGA supert 12 on

VIDI 12 AGA £59.99
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e
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i,

PROGRAMMING

‘Optional SCS! adaptor.

or £139.99
Alfa Data Alfa Colour Scan
inccolour orrection
now only £299.99
Power Scanner V4 £119.99

Col
EPSON 016500 Golour Flatbed
only £589.50 prewse
Art Department Pro Scanner SW.£99.99

[compatibie with Epson ES300C, ES800C,
ESt00c. GTe00s, G500 & GT8000

MICE & TRACKERBALLS

90% rating. 400 Dpi
only£12.99

29.99
Alfa Data Crystal Trackball
only £34.99

DISK DRIVES

JOYSTICKS

Blaxbonc
Dovpacs

PUBLIC DOWAN Top 50

,‘Q:’ﬂ' iy gtES e
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A time to Soten

spotlight

d Rid the world of this
r E a 'Tl its euils and go
Kill crazy in month

Empire’s atmospheric and bloody adventure



Welist some of the best
releases we have looked
at over the past few
‘months and explain why
every gamesplayer
‘should have them.

. OYSTEM
EEIE[tiunS

King's quest 6

Sierra has finally decided to release the sixth adventure
in the King’s Quest series. As far as adventure games
o, they don't get much better than this

With its brilliant graphics, a fairy tale of a plot,
superb playability and a level of addiction that will
keep you coming back for more and more, King's
Quest 6 is an adventure that should have a place in
everyone's games collection.

Pinkie

A cracking little platformer. It looks beautiful with its
pastel coloured graphics, it has a nice and cheesy pop-
tastic soundtrack and even the gameplay differs from
its competitors as it's heavily puzzle-based.

Pinkie, as a concept, isn't anything different and
doesn't contain any new surprises, but as a game on its
own it works remarkably well. Pinkie i a harmiess little
platformer that won't hurt anybody. )

Universe

Without doubt, Universe is one of the games of the
year so far. It has class in copious amounts and is pre-
sented outstandingly well. The combined icon and
text-control system is intuitive and friendly, making
this a simple game to get t0 grips with.

Universe is the type of adventure game that wil
be enjoyed by even those normally disinterested in
the genre, and must be highly recommended.

Theme Park

The graphics are simply exquisite, the sound is
excellent, it is as playable as hell and more
addictive than any drug. It oozes sheer
class and everyone that has seen it has had
nothing but praise for Bullfrog’s business
simulator,

| could enthuse about Theme Park all
day, but | don't warnt to because right now |
want to get back to my A1200 to continue
constructing my park

Putty Squad

The graphics are beautiful and the animation is
excellent, especially on the main character.

The control method, considering just what
Putty can do, i very easy to use and becomes
second nature to you after only a couple of
goes. It s extremely addictive and | put hand on
heart and recommend it to everyone. Die-hard
platform freaks and Putty fans are going to love

itto death,




PREMIER
VIANAGER
_-Thisgame

-~ Isnotamatter

of life & death..

more important
than that...

Premier Manager 3 is the definitive football management game,
and the climax to the most successful management simulation
series in football history.
A whole range of exciting new features have been added to the immensely popular Premier
Manager interface, which now includes:
® The European transfer market. ® New match display featifé and user definable tactics.
® Al the latest up-to-date squad listings. ® Allthe key European and Engiish competitions.
@ Three modes of in-match animation to help in game decision making. ® New ‘Player Loan
facilty. ® Assistant manager appointment, ® Direct insiruetions to squad members.

 to four independent scouts. ® Squad strengthening loans. ® Full graphic ground
improvements. ® Comprehensive match reports. @ Detailed results and player/manager
information service. ® Manager of the month award, ® Mid-season disissal.

Premier Manager 3 is the only game exclusively compatible with the new Premier
Multi-Edit System™ the complete information editor AVAILABLE SOON
“You'll never need another management game...ever!”
Please send me my FREE Premier Mult-Edit System™ information pack.

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Send this coupon to:- Premler Mult-Edi System™
Gremiin Interactive Limited, Carver Housa, 24 Carver Stret, Shefield S1 4FS, England.




The military strategy game, Fields of Glory is making
its way onto the Amiga recreating the famous
Napoleonic battles of Ligny, Quatre Bras, Wavre and
Waterloo, with players coming up against characters
from history like Blucher, Wellington and Napoleon.

It will feature MicroProse’s “Close Quarters
Combat System” and an extensive database with
accurate orders of battle and biographies of
commanders

n'a race against the dlock you will ontrol thou-
sands of troops by issuing your orders through a

MicroProse’s blaze of glory

point-and-lick interface. From historical battles to
alien warfare, MicroProse have another release in
store, UFO: Enemy Unknown will require you to
defend the earth from an alien invasion.

Combining a mixture of strategy and tactical com-

t, you will have to control the operation of bases
you build and stop the aliens invading with *isomet-
fic seek and destroy” play.

Strategy fans can look forward to these
two releases very soon and both will be priced at

£3499

Get ready to
tumble

Not only has Renegade recently
released its shooty type platformer,
Ruff and Tumble, but its also set to
release The Bitmap Brother's excel
lent Speedball 2 for the CD32.

Together with Binary lllusions,
Renegade will be bringing out its
humorous graphic adventure, The
Flight of the Amazon Queen very
soon.

The game is set in 1949 and takes
place in the Amazon Jungle. With
over 100 different graphic locations
and 40 characters to interact with,
the game looks to be huge. You play
the part of Joe King (hmm) and must
iy film star Faye Russell into the jun:
gle - the location for her new film
You meet the evil Dr. Frank Einstein
and must foil his plans for World

Renegade we have
Sensible Software's Sensible World of
Soccer, the sequel o the excellent

Sensible World of Soocer will appeal to
everyone, from arca

e footy fans to those

ho prefer a more tactical ga

st it 1 dah #

furn humans ito
Gnossur peosle’

Team tactics

Team 17 have plenty in store to keep Amiga and CD32 owners happy. Olde
England is the setting for their trategy adventure game due out this Winter. !
capturing Kingdoms and rescuing maidens i distessis your kind of thing, thef
King of Thieves s the game for you! The CD version willalo contain spoken nat
ratives and extra enhancements.

Looking ahead to next year, Team 17 are planning to bring out Witchwood, &
~zelda-esque” adventure game. It will be available for the Amiga around Eastes
and a CD32 version the following September.

‘lso sharing these release ates is Team 17 Pinbl. The game promises al thel
latest features, including Mult-ball and “incredible special effects.” ‘

Racing fans with a CD32 wil be able to get Off Road Racer for their machines
in September ‘9. t will have texture-mapped graphics and a state-of the-art 30
engine developed in house.

"And ifyou can't wait that long, Team 17 have plenty coming up n the nots02
distant future. The sequel to Alien Breed is imminent as well as Super Stardust

Alien Breed Tower Assault will have over 50 levels, new objectives and fea:
tures such as a retreat mode
which means you can fire behind
you while backing off and can
also make your fire dangerous to
another player.

Go back in istory with King Of
Thieves for a strategy adventure

Sensible Soccer, but chocka full of

new features. i




Mirage rise to
the occasion

One of the stands that attracted

Lemmings suicide

shocker

Yes, those cuddly ritters are at it again with another
game in the making. All New World of Lemmings will
feature three different Lemmings Tribes - Egyptian,
Classic and Shadow (all wearing traditional costumes!)
~ and as well as the usual you will now have bad guys
to face and trapped Lemmings to rescue.

The improvements made include larger, enhanced
sprites, and the many Lemmings' skills have been
reduced to a core of the more essential, making it
easier to play

formats for all Amigas and also for
November.
Mirage believe it will be “the biggest
multi-format launch in  games
histor
ol Coont, Mackating Masager
for Mirage said: “The p

Winning formula
| Domarkes successtul racer F1 is to have a follow up. F1 World
| | championshi Eaition is based on the 1994 sason and wil feo
ture changing weather conditions and artfcial inteligence g eparsrfipec bl s

| B based around the actual 1993/94 driver and team perfor- & ol 1 ek 5
NSRRI //07.) CHAMPIONSHIP EDITION trollable 3D graphics.” Former Queen
ot guitarist, and rock legend Brian May
rom inside i

be providing music for the game
q and 3 view from behind and ai turbulence which may affect the handiing i e s
- bR sasainciEed ‘The Dark” and “Resurrection” being
It sequel mania from Domark and not only has an end-of-1984-season g
) update disk for their football management game, Championship Manager, Thoviars alos Naotang oatS th
< been brought out but a sequel i also planned eolbias area T RHIErRIE

“This version will have everything from stereo sound with chants from

Manufacturing and a coin-op version
rival fans, to match sequences with full text commentary. There wil also be 6 >

of the game will be out soon.

an enhanced player exchange system and willinclude the Scottish League

Virgin’s magic
carpet

fin o s vy cpce s i Pl
beiog tei Asdin gane t the Amig. romiing
B i e e orgial film 111 st o be
released around Nove

s eolaboraton wil e iy
ing out T King, Disney’s
e e ana
and finds refuge with Pumbaa the warthog and
Timon the Meerkat.

Vice President of Disney Consumer Products, Steve.
McBeth commented: “Never before have game play-
ers been able to participate so fully in the emotional
experience of a film. In The Lion King game, players

—— e,
A . S

N ey

Fightsim
Ftve 300y ite o
actually enter the world of the movie, which is
brought to life with unparalieled animation, non-
stop action and dramatic confrontations.

If flight sims are your cup of tea though you can
ook forward to Overlord from Virgin and Rowan
Software, the creators of Reach for the Skies. The
game recreates the experience of the D-Day
fighter pilot and will aim to create a highly realstic
simulation.

The player takes part in missions that were aimed
at gaining air superiority and weakening coastal
dafences and they wil s ale to fy Sptfires,
Mustangs and Typh

‘e aroud tecios v Sl laye i ok
back at the base, including briefings and air raids,
where he can choose to fight or hide away in the
Shelter.

be backed up with a
huge pre-launch marketing campaign
including TV commercials and bus
shelter ads, o look out for the distinc-
tive looking sprites at a bus stop near
you!

Tmmaeee
i “The biggest multformat
inch i games isory*

i

Tough
Kompart-ition

Publishers Kompart are planning quite a
few releases for the Amiga, with games
from developers such as Croatian Black
Legend, NEO, Max Design and Arcane.
Among those from Black Legend we can
expet to see Embryo, 3 vector shoot-em:
up, Spherical Worlds, another shoot
up but using a top view instead, .
that used in Alien Breed.

New UK publishers, Arcane, are working
on Turbo Trax, an over-head racing game
where you can choose to race dxd jeeps,
dune buggys, sports cars and 4xd trucks!




irst thing you must do is jump off the discon-
nected service channel and onto the asteroid
below. Search around the asteroid for a bent
metal bar and a circuit board. Once you've
achieved this you must jump onto the spin-
ning rock
This s quite tricky, but good timing s the key to suc
cess.If you miss it don't worry, pick yourself up and try
again. Once on the spinning rock, you must jump on
the bridge which leads you to the next sequence of
events
Insert the bent metal bar into the panel of the satel-
Iite ish and then insert the cicuit board. Use the panel
and a computer read-out will appear on your screen.
Select the Gavric Homeworld filtration system.
You'll now be able to fink up the service channel
with the Gavric Homeworld. All that's eft for you to do
s walk across the newly created bridge to the next

00000

Universe

scene. You'll find yourself in a mysterious city with
many strange creatures wandering around the screen.
Move towards the air ducts on the left-hand side of
the screen. Pushipull on the air ducts and you will get
sucked down to the asteroid with the spinning rock
You'l notice that you weren't the only thing that fell
down the ducts. A mirror has fallen down with you
pick it up because It i a highy important object and
You can't progress without t.

Once more, jump onto the
spinning rock, then jump

beat the «

you on a trip around the worid of Universe. Enjoy!

Boris has found the bent metai bar, now ll he nesdls
the ciruit board which, thankfully, i quite nearby

onto the service channel
ke until you reach the satellite

dish again. Proceed back to the screen with the aif
ducts on, then walk to the far end of the scene and;
turn left to exit.

Wait for the robot to pass you by before throwing
the mirror at the lasers. The laser bolts willstrke the
mirror and refiect back towards whatever fired them,
leaving the area safe for you to explore.

Go to Silphinaa's house and use the keypad which
is situated right next to the door. Once you get inside.
attack the door keypad with the bent metal bar. Find,
the wardrobe, open it and put on the suit which you:
will find hanging up inside.

Use the arm computer on the console and then use!

The sart of the adventure and Boris




The airducts on the feft-hand side, f inspected,
Wil uck Boris down to the planet below, but

You'll uncover the al-important mirror

the console to open the window shutter. This now
enables you to jump out of the window to safety. Now
use the arm computer once more, but this time on the
ather flash parked car. Once you've done that, the car
will now be safe to enter. Jump in, but you'l find that

it needs o be hotwired!

To gt the car up and running, insert the keycard
into the lot on the left of the control panel, Use the
console on the ight and it will sk you for a code. The
code you should type in is "87764". Navigate a course
to Balkmos 7 (which i currently third to the left of
your exsting position.

d to the planet and select the top-right
quadrant. Pick up the droid and the spray can.
Combine the droid and the can together and then use
them on the aliens. Jump back in the car and ascend.
Punch in a course to Jorslev 4 (or in other words, the
next planet on the m

Descend once more and this time select the topleft
quadrant. Pick up a rock from the floor and throw it at
the alien. Use the droid on the blob and then quickly
jump back into your futuristic motor vehicie. This time
You need to select the bottom-right quadrant.

Talk to the old man in the hut, give him the blobs
and he will give you some canite in return. Jump back
into your car and ascend. Lie in a course heading back
o the Plllenop asteroids. Offer Snorglat the medici-
nal herbs. You can now dock with the ship, use the left

1SYSTEMe.

mouse button to accelerate and the right mouse but-
ton to activate the clamp. Unfortunately that con-
cludes our guide to the first section of Universe, for
here on in you're on your own.

Have a chat with Siphina
nteresting facts, but don't hang about because the
security drofds are an their way!

hedoar. e asers i
Siive and youtbe et o

ving the . via the window you'l nd
e Wi e o Ut
S et 7 0 s ey

Oi Parkie!

It seems that we've got a bit of extra space in this month’s
Beat the System, so just for you I've prepared some hints
and tips for Bullfrog’s wonderful Theme Park.

The key to a successful park is pre-planning.
Its best not to rush in and plonk things like
rides wherever you damn well please
because on the day you're park wil suffer.
Just use your head and think about the best
areas to place your ides. The roler coasters
for example, is the star attraction and is
always worth a spot in the centre of your
park.

The rides are important, but the pathways
are what you must concentrate on. Lay these
down wil-nilly and you'l find that people
will start to wander and will eventually get

st o stuck. Initiall, just lay the minimum
of paths needed to get people to and from your rides and stak

As the park builds, a one-way system s sriously recommended. This wil enable
you majority of peopl per
cash. Always make sure that you have plenty of signposts pointing to the ext, the
tolets and all your bes rices.

Your entertainers are employed to keep your vsitors hapy, but it s extremely
important to keep the entertainers happy too. If an employee's morale s low
because of problems with things such as wages then you won't get the best out of

Plough foads of cash into the
research of new and exciting rides

because nothing can pull i the

crowds like a roller cosster can

them. i's always a good idea to have plenty of handymen and mechanics working
on your park. Keep them well paid and theyl fix and clean things a lot quicker
Always position handymen near your tolets because i they stat to smell your park
will ain a bad reputation and people willtay awa

If your staff decide to walk out, then give them the cash they want because,
financialy, strike action willtotally cripple your park.

Keep a careful eye on the thought bubbles that appear above vistor's heads as
these tell you thei current mood. Only respond to a problem if there are a ot of
people with the same thought. Thisis down to the fact that some visitors won't be
happy no matter what altrations you make.

The best way to keep your vistors happy i by throwing food and drink down
their necks because people are essfikely to complain if their tums are full. Watch
the price of your goods thot

“The visitors wil have loads of cash in their pockets, but the probler is tying to

g pend i
around, especally near the entrancelexi.

There are many strategies to use in Bullfrog’s business simulation, but follow
these basicrules and they should get you offto a fiying start. Remember the golden

rule. Pan everything by using your brain, before you dick that mouse button.

Various food stall. f they re to0
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Might as well take that enomy out now or
you'l ind throwing it off your trail tough

The aliens* cods of honour
obviously leaves them with no
‘qualms about ganging up on you

s suggested that this was one worth waiting

o Dt oy cuveoond by o

ne man in a single year,

claims were being made that Guardian let Starwing
on the Super Nintendo looking pos- y
ively sluggish.
s here looking slick,
fast and rather desirable. still, looks

One of the first CD32-only games, Guardian
is billed as a no-nonsense blaster. Gareth

Lofthouse leaps into the fray.

Set in the far, far future (oh God, here we go),
the action takes place in a rapidly shrinking uni-
verse only a couple of light years in diameter,
Millions of ife-forms are battling desperately for
possession of the few remaining resources. You

are a Guardian, one of an elite troop of pilts;
with the duty of saving what's left of humanity.
Your task is to protect planets against attack
from wave after wave of alien invaders

1f you fail the human race is stuffed, but if
you succeed they've probably had it anyway
thanks to the universe crumpling in on tself.
Now that's what  cal incentive.

with effortslike this 7

biggest appetites for destruction.

When your ik first whirts to ife things don't bode well. You look
a the tite screen and think, "What hope has the CD32 got

Thankfully, it's a case of don't judge the book by its cover. When

you take control of the fighter and start sweeping around your'
planet’s installations, your get a radically different view of things. A

3D polygon game, Guardian immediately strikes you as very fast and
smooth. This speed really enlivens the game, allowing you to battle with
three, four or more enemies without any slowing of the action.

The detail of the graphics improves with progression through the game. Initially the ground instal-
lations are made of simple shapes and some of the ships are run of the mill as far as looks go.

On later levels, however, the landscapes become much more interesting and the developers have:
obviously aimed for visual variety. Some enemy ships look great, such as the tie fighter design, and
again there is a big enough range to maintain player interest

Dogfights look spectacular as you slalem through obstacles evading streams of rapid laser fire. Hit
an enemy and it bursts into a cloud of fragments - satisfaction enough for even




and "
Gisintegration trick

the same time.

Guardian has no pretensions as far as gaining the simu:
lation depth of Elite and the like is concerned. The
object s to shaft the enemy good and proper, simgle as
that

Levels are cleared by destroying the droinoids
dropped in waves by a huge Mothership. Though they
themselves are defenseless, enemy fighters and surface
craft soon materialise to give you trouble.

The control system s very effective. Moving in hori-
zontal and vertical planes means you have to hone your
targeting skill to survive, but fortunately the enemy

tolock on as well

The fighter slows to a halt unless you hold the
thruster button on. That may sound annoying, but it's
actually an asset since it allows you o slow down instinc
tively when you find yourself plunging full-speed into a
web of crossfire.

Best of all though s the back-flip move with which
you can instantly get pursuers in your sights and look
pretty cool at the same time. Other special weapons
include tracking missiles and smart bomb.

Each enemy type of craft follows a different tactic
with some, for example, fixing doggedy on to your tail
whille others swoop round to come guns a-blazing from
an unexpected angle. As different craft appear through
out the game theres a compelling challenge in finding
the best mode of engagement

Developer: Acid Software.

Disks: WA

Price: §20.99

Geare: 30 shoat- ey

Gontrl system: JGBA2 pad
Suparts: £32

Res

032

conme

Destroying droinoids can be a way of picking up
power-ups such as twin laser fire and shield boosters

This is nothing short of superb. €D =
audio quality obviously helps, but
its the mixture of the tunes and
effects themselves that really
enhance the atmosphere of the

game.

There's different pieces of
music including the prepare-for-
battle pomp of the title screen,
and the wah-wah guitar driven

dance music of

allvery convinding

level 1 - sorry ‘An unusual feature of the game is the way you can
about the NME spiel there, folks.

Sound effects range from dev-
astating explosions to the energis-
ing buzz noise of power-ups. It's

Other enticements include taking on the Mothership to
defend the planet, a section that is actually rather
disappointin

Make no mistake, the idea behind Guardian is simple,
but winning through s very tough. It's a definite
downer therefore that no password save is provided —
going back to the start for the nth time tends to
dampen the enthusiasm somewhat

Another problem with this type of action is the ques
tion of durability. The futuristic combat s exciting but
some other style of challenge would have been wel-
come; even the anient clasic Defender had you rescu-
ing men as a break from pure trigger pumping mayhem

change the viewing angle, for unlike most flight sims
thisis more than a flash effect. You can pull the camera
up and far back and actually play effectively from an
overhead view-point. Not bad for novelty value if
nothing el

Lets face it as far as pure 3D action is concerned,
Guardian is the dogs gonads. Frenetic, mind-numbing
combat should absorb you for long enough to leave your
eyes so dead your parents will be convinced you're a
okt B

i gam 3 rary n tha f actuffocks and cunds ke 324 technology.
Wk . the aradion s mor thin sk deepthaks o play-bmy that

\

Bt i ol b i A i say could
becase th ackof a pasvod v e s tedous e that dull the
otherwise addictive nature of the gam
That arpe side,this ' goed anough o have CD32 cwrers beng envied
IR S o s OB Guardian and invigo-
ime. This one shouldn't be missed
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s dark. It's dangerous. It's definitely not for little kids. It's got
a self-imposed 18 certificate. It's definitely not even suitable
for adults with weak constitutions. It is Dreamweb and it
could, and probably will, change your o
‘games overnight.

Sex, drugs, violence and swearing. A lethal combination
whichever way you look at it and only a couple of complete loonies

iion on computer

would attempt to put them all in a game

Creative Reality are, at this moment, straight jackets, drib-
bling profusely and bouncing around a rubber cell because not only
have they attempted to put the above elements into a piece of soft-
ware, they've succeeded in doing so.

In your dreams you travel to a place called the Dreamweb. Everybody
does. It s a plane of subconsciousness which affects your life every day.

It controls the very heart of civilisation.

The forces of evil have discovered the power
of the web and have installed evil people to
control it. The web is overrun and destined to remain evil forever. Only
‘one person can stop this happening.

You play the part of Ryan, the chosen one. Summoned by the keepers
of the web, you must destroy all seven evil controllers of the web to
restore equilibrium back to the Dreamweb.

It is a completely mad idea and luckily, one of the best ideas for a
computer game that I've ever heard. It's got to be much better than
bouncing on platforms trying to rescue a captured cutesy Princess from
the clutches of some e

Welcome to the dark, violent work of Dreamweb. Enjoy, it's what the
Amiga games world has been waiting for.

Take atrip to hell and
have a quick peek in
Satan’s games
cupboard. Look right
at the top of his
ection and you'll
find Creative Reality's
adventure. Jonathan
Maddock has found
the game he's been
Iooking for all his life
and he’s about to
share it with you

‘Dreamwebcan hoid

The inventory system i i
planty of objects and is elatively simple to use
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it much easier to see the various objects

Objects such s the pair of shades can be used, for
no particular reason except to make Ryan look
incredibly hip and things like cigarettes can be
smoked, but serve no real purpose within the game.
1ts these little touches, which have had a lot of time
spent on them, that go together to ift Dreamweb
high and away from all ts adventure competitors.

It's obvious that the day before the graphic artist
started work on Dreamweb, he stayed up all night
gorging himself on a movie trple billfeaturing Blade
Runner, Akira and the King of New York while, at
the same time, reading a copy of William Gibson's
Neuromancer.

Ultimately, the graphics high-spot of the adven:
ture occurs when Ryan has to assassinate one of the
seven evil beings who run the Dreamweb. This is a
bloody gore-fest that makes Reservoir Dogs look like
an episode of Andy Pandy. | won't tell you specifically
about any of the deaths because that would totally
spoil your enjoyment of the game, but | quarantee
you haven't seen anything quite like it in a computer
game before.

FLASHBACK

1 have been wracking my brains and |
can't even recall one game that is
remotely like Creative Reality's
Dreamweb. Valhalla by Vulcan Software
uses a similar overhead perspective, but
apart from that there s literally no
comparison.

This can only mean that Empire’s
adventure is, wait for it, an original
game. Yes, in these times where plat
formers, beat-‘em-ups, and shoot-'em-ups
are becoming alarmingly similar, | can do
nothing but stand up and cheer for devel
opment teams such as Creative Reality
‘who have such strong and original ideas.

2 ocation, you
o s .mn,w have todols cide
where to go next using the m




As you might have expected, Dreamweb has a soundtrack that fits the
overall mood of the game. The dark, moody atmospheric music compl

ments the industral locations while you wander around and explore.

‘Although not especially spectacular, the music is just about perfect
for this type of game. If more companies took more notice of the vari
ous soundtracks within computer games, then | for one would be a
happier person.

The sound effects also provide a lot of atmosphere to the proceed-
ings. The clanking of doors and various other noises are nice and clear
and 1o be honest, on the sound side of things, there isn't a lot | can
moan about. Dark, melodic and moody, a soundtrack just how I fike it

jour first

Deveiaper. Creative Deaity

| 1)

Price: B4

Seare: 195 Mveatare

Hard Dk lostall: s

Cantrel Systea. Noese

‘Supperts: A500/800, 11200/ MO0
11000 pwares

Publisher- impirs

DDITIONAL INFH

Open up your Dreamweb box and inside you'l find a book entitled “Diary of
a Mad Man” This belongs to Ryan and contains important information which
you'll need during the game, and Empire recommend you read it before you
start to play Dreamweb.

Over the course of the hand-written diary, the words become scrawled and
iflegible as Ryan's dreams (nightmares) get worse. Here s a brief extract from
the book where Ryan's condition starts to worsen.

riday April 6th. Stayed awake. Haven't read library books. Eden rang
Told her to leave it for a few days. No murders. Must sieep. Something’s hap
pening to the electricty. Death knocked on my door, but | wouldn't let him in.
m no fool.

“Saturday April 7th. Slept till mid-day. Dreams getting worse. Coming
nearer. No reports on the dealer. Went to St Septimus  didn't go in. Eden
didn't call. The lights are turning on and off on their own. | prayed to Angel
before | went to bed. She sang me to sieep with an Ave Maria. Deliver us from
evil. O, off. On, off.

“Sunday April 8th. Dreams still bad. Not sure | woke up. | watched the light.
switch for two hours. It didn't say a word. Spiders everywhere. The Deliverer
Killed a woman today.

“Monday Apri 9th. The clock keeps going round. It won't tell me the time
Santa Claus gave a gun to me. Let loose the puppies of war. | died last night

“Tuesday April 10th. Today was not a good day.

“This diary s a perfect insight into the mind of the character you're controlling
and it far better reading this than watching some superb ray-traced intro-
duction animation (even though Dreamweb does have an intro sequence of
it's own)

The writing s briliant and just by the feel of it you can tell that Dreamweb
would make a briliant ilm or book if it was ever turned into one.

the future,

anyway) by
using lasers

The netuwork plays an important role in Ryan's lfe. You can gain

se your
star that's over reeased a record




Take to0 fong assassinat
someone and you
the cor

sequences. The
consequence being death

The development team behind Dreamweb consist o just
two people. Neil Dodwell is responsible for coding the
adventures of Ryan while his partner Dave Dew brings
the character to life using his skills at producing top
quality graphics

Creative Reality was formed around four years ago
and the duo have completed 15 projects between them
The last Amiga product you'l find their names on was
the briliant sash-‘em-up Myth for System 3.

Dreamweb has in itself taken just over four years to
complete, but Neil and Dave are hoping to create more
games using the same adventure engine. Hopefuly,
Dreamuweb will sell by the truck-load because | am
already lusting after a sequel.

it sutier

‘Anather gruesome kiling by your fair hand. Thistime, » wel-timed
headtshot will put this victim out or the count..permanently

g s, o

Whenever Ryan kils one of the seven evi beings, he consumes
their soul and s then sent into the mysterious Dreamweb.

Imagine an interactive version of Blade Runner directed by Quentin Tarrantino
and you might just come close to what tslike to it, watch and play Dreamweb.
This title cozes cass out of every digital pore and it almost seems t00 good to be
true

1 may have used far
myself. Dreamweb i my game and | an't st0p p\aymg e good
when | first saw it over a year ago, but since then it has just got better and

is what | imagined all computer games should and could be like. |

. cutesy pltformers, | wanted something out of this world and I'm
happy to say F've found it

The graphics, considering the size, are outstanding and the soundtrack throbs

along complimenting the action, but where Dreamweb rules the roost s in the
‘gameplay stakes. The fact that you don't follow a pre-determined path and that
you create your character's own destiny has o be  strong resson why it per-
forms so well

Even the inventory system works like a dream. Clicking on, looking at and
using the various objectsis so easy that you can concentrate a lot more on play-
ing the actual adventure.

There are no limitations to Dreamweb. You can do what you want, when you
want and you don't suffer any consequences. Obviously there is a certain path
you must follow, but how you get on that path is entirely up to your adventur-
iyl
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Man Bites Snail. Be nic to the cute ones
olse you'l roceive a nasty” rating

Chart s for the chop unless he
negotistes this part carefully

Killing the cuddly citters will result in
youbeingset o Pandemoniam and
oromtiet et thnt o bappen

‘asputin Software, renowned for their
successful flight sim, Jetstrike, are
venturing into the platformer market
with Charlie J Cool. However, the
games scene is crammed with plat-

formers to say the least, so what's
going to make this release different

o countuse ot

I, they actually e i ‘jump ‘n’

The taxic snot substance is 2 lethal a2

it looks, 5o time your moves well

who must decide his fate by completing a
quest.

Better to reign
in hell, than
serue in heauen

Milton, Paradise Lost

slightly strange this one but here goes: Charlie
just happens to be walking along the street
when he gets stuck in some super glue and a
Piano falls on his head (it might happen!) He
then sees his own body lying on the pavement
and his soul is promptly whisked off to a
Netherworld.

Because he's died rather unexpectedly, the
records of whether he should go off to Utopia (a
heaven-type state) or Pandemonium (hell) aren't
complete, so he must go off on a journey 1o see.
whether he leans more towards good or bad.

He must travel to a place called Midway, and
through al seven lands to complete the journey.
Only two forces exist here, that of good and
evil, and by the person’s actions it i decided
which they are. 50 if you killlots of fluffy bun:
nies you're obviously evi, but if you kill the nas-
ties you are good. Straightforward enough, |
supposel

harlie

GRAPH

The different worlds have been rather nicely based
around themes. On his mission he travels around
the Seven Lands of Midway and each land is cre:
ated in an imaginative way to provide variety.
Although the cutesy sprites have been well
drawn they are more likely to appeal to a younger
audience, but they do look good and fit in with
the feel of the game. The main character of Charlie
has been nicely animated, for example, f you leave
him standing he will tap s foot o start reading
his newspaper. The levels ook attractive and

have been carefully
thought

ensure the game:
play works nicely

tinguishable from background
detail

Graphically it does rate highly and a
fot of attention to detail has been paid

)
@




ADDITIONAL INFO

Rl Col eves round the e of thre benga cocep fhesven and el
mal lfe i
et sl o s i gan refr 1 he e ke stte that Chrlis woukd g0
if hisactions were ba. The actual word, mearing confusion and uproar, or a scene of this, was used
in Milton's Paradise Lost to mean a place of Demons. The word comes from the Greek PAN + Daimon
(emon).

Publisher: Rasputin Software

Developer: Ii-house
Genre: Platformer

There are plenty of different tunes in the game to keep it varied and they
fit in nicely with the action. The worlds all have appropriate tunes and
fortunately don'tstart to grate on the nerves.

The sound effects are adequate for the job they do but they aren't
particularly spellbinding. There are the usual boings and bashes but noth-
ing out of the ordinary.

Contral system: Joystick

‘Supports: A500/AB0D/AT200/Ad

Recommended: 88000 upwarts.

FLASHBACK

Platformers come and go these days
without so much of a second glance -
that is of course, unless they're really
special - some aspect that makes
them different from the norm. Take
Ocean's Kid Chaos for instance, a
brilliant example of everything
a platformer should be. Great graph-
ics, tons of playability and highly
addictive.

Charlie J Cool takes the same kind
of character and concept but it cer-
tainly doesn't have the same brillant
gameplay. This doesn't mean it's a
bad game by any means - it just not
up to the same standard as the more
exceptional platformers

It s also a lot slower than other
games. You can'tjust whisk your way
through the levels as you can with
those like Zool. You have to stop and
plan your moves carefully. Ths means
you have to negotiate your route
‘more carefully which provides a chal-
lenge, but on the other hand it was
quite fun just to whiz through a

vel

Rough ‘' Tumble from Renegade
was another great game because it
combined a good puzzle element
Charlie J Cool is certainly playable
enough and it is a big game, but
somehow it doesn't have enough
new features to make the grade.

With the many other platformers
that are about to bombard the shops
very soon, like Virgin's Aladdin, it
going to come up against some
tough competition.

Cool platform frolics co

dons her shades to take a look

rtesy of

Rasputin Software. Tina Hackett
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Grab your yoke and
perform il those fancy.
g manoeurs The sky starts to illup

med
about n Rowan's
Torthcoming fight

his gogules and shouts “Chocks away!”

ne of the most popular genres of game

over the last few years must be the won

derful world of fight simulation. Man's

conquest to fy in the sky stil remains an

objective for many. Computer gamers can,

almost, experience what it's like to zoom
around in the clouds via the help of a joystick and a
damn fine piece of software.

There are loads of flight simulators on the market
today and some of these are veering towards the new
excting hi-tech planes, which is all well and good, but
what about the pilots from World War 1 who had to
rely on natural sill rather than million pound super-
computer controlled arcraft

Don't get me wrong | love to play games like F-19
Stealth Fighter as much as anybody else, but there is
something about products like Knights of the Sky
which appeal, to me anyway, a lot more than their
more hitech brothers. Admittey, Knights of the Sky
has more than had ts day now and good games from
the WWINW2 era are hard to find, but | advise you to
don your hat and goggles for Empire’s forthcoming
flight simulation.

Created by Rowan Software, renowned flight sim
experts resposible for such titles as Reach for the Skies
and Virgin's imminent Overlord, Dawn Patol s a state

"

b
flight simula:

S
\ o tions, Dawn Patrol is.

historically accurate, right down to the
smallest detail. You get the opportunity 1o
recreate over 100 actual flight sequences and missions
of the flying heroes of the era. There are 64 pilot
biographies which will help you, eventually, create and
customise your own characters.
Historical battle flights featuring such aces as Baron
Von Richtenhofen, Immel
mann, Richenbacher and
many more are featured
within the simulation
Pilots can choose from
15 aircraft from the

of the art World War 1
flight simulation which
firmly focuses on pilot con-
trol and natural skill. Rowan Software isn't a company %
about to create a flight simulator where you st in a hi-
tech jet and blow up your targets from 20 miles away.
The core of the game is almost entirely based on
head-to-head combat in the skies and the only weapon
the pilots have is a machine gun. The game concen-
trates on your actual flying and game-playing skill
to out dogfight your opponents in the sky
rather than relying on heavy weaponry. As
with most of Rowan's




period, including great aircraft such as the Sopwith
Camel, the Fokker Triplane and the SPAD 7. You can
even choose which side you wish to fight for - French,
American, Britsh or German, the decision is entirely
down toyou

Rowan Software has used the same engine that it
used for Virgin's Overlord (stilyet to appear on the
Amiga) but has enhanced it lightly for Dawn Patro.
Al the screenshots you see on this page are from the
PC version, but 've had imiga ver-
sion is going to look really good. At least the team at

mmmmmw.mm colour of
an st T e th i
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Rowan Software now have access to the superior
A1200 which, of course, they didn’t have when they
created their last Amiga game, Reach for the Skies

COMPETENT

The PC version, graphically, looks incredible. The
aircratt are built using a polygonal frame in 30 studio,
which are then put into the game using Rowan's own
conversion program. The image mapping i layered on
t0p then fully light-sourced and gouraud shaded. The
Amiga version cani't possibly mirror the PC graphics,
but expect them to look as good, if not better than
the ones seen in Rowan Software’s previous games
There are some very nice graphical touches
which might not amaze, at first, but go a
long way to making Dawn Patrol a far

more in-depth and competent product
The effects of battle damage on the
planes s one such touch that's
worthy of 2 mention ~ bullets
from your opponent,
ripped canvas

Before you hop into your plane.
wesith of information on the mission and on
the other flying sces to read st your leisure

chopped up woodwork on your aircraft, plus if you
start to take too many hits, bits of the fuselage and
wing section start to peel away from the plane.

The inside lock view is a new viewing angle which
firs featured in the PC version of Overlord, and has
been included in Dawn Patrol. This highly useful view-
point adds a further element of realism to computer
dogfighting. Basically, when you turn the view on it
locks tself 10 a targeted plane. Wht this all means is
that the view moves around the cockpit

“This enables you to know which direction to climb,
dive or roll in to get your enemy opponent in your
sights, just as a real pilot wouldve been able to do.
This 360° view is strange at first and it takes time to
get completely used to t, but you'l find that it makes
things a lot easier in the long run.

If you've ever fancied pitting your wits against a
bunch of famous World War 1 flying aces with only
your natural skil to save you from an untimely death,
then | guess you'd better start saving up for Dawn
Patrol

Having seen the PC version in full hot-blooded
action at the recent European Computer Trade Show, |
am extremely impressed at the sheer quality and in-
depth detail of the product. Empire and Rowan
Software have joined together to create, what is
potentially, the Amig the year.

A5PAD 7 takes a hit, and a meeting
the ground s imminent.

excuse me.
siting, so exactly why are you going in the
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The football management
is now more popular than it's ever |
oo For prost, you nwed ony fook
at your local computer store shelves and you'l find plenty of
it s pots
The one thing that you could possibly fault in the football
management game is 15 lack of atent in the graphics department,

know most of these products don't often require high-lass pixels to
make them playable, but why isn't there a game where you've got the

sraphics o mtch the amepley.
Somebody at Daze must have been t the same thoughts
because ey ttest lcence; shyned from German devalopars, Acton.
the first football management game that looks as

System reviewed On The Ball: World Cup Edition last issue and it
maneged to grab sl B faeseos,but It wasliking hat ceraln
mething to make it a classic. This time with the
domestc Teugse el G B e i
might just sneak a winni time, but then again one bad
Tacle 1 could get 14 marching ocers ot she ied of play.

Jonathan Maddock laces up his boots and
talces a look at Ascon's World Cup Edition.

s essential o your success an eye on your cash flow

IAPHICS You're watching an actual match and all
you hear i the crowd noise. There isn't
On the musical front, there is a choice  anything as extravagant as a chant, but
between four tunes which can be the pitch of the noise rises when either
accessed from the main screen. They're  team has a shot or scores a goal

ot the most awe-inspiring musical mas- _ Overallthe sound isn't that good, but
terpieces you've ever heard, but they do  football management games have never
the job adequately enough and there s required a decent soundtrack, o |
always the option to turn them off. shouldn't worry about it

‘The only other sound occurs when  too much

The actual standard of the various static screens within the simulation is
unbelievably high, but where the game really scores is when you watch an
actual match.

You get a wealth of animations and could be forgiven for thinking that
you were watching an episode of Match of the Day rather than playing a
football management simulation.

‘The animations are used to show the various high-points within the actual
match. You are treated to nerve-racking penalties, 30 yard free-kicks, unbe-
lievable saves and more importantly, a varied amount of goals, both good
and bad.

To accompany the animated action there is a running commentary, & la

1o Mirsons which e you s Kinds of nformation on het th ime s i g [ m
going. =
‘At the end of the day, On The Ball has got the best graphics ever seen ina - g
football management simulation and for that reason slone it should be E £ [onmeuneualitom b
applauded. ASOO/AG00 should note that your version of On The s 5 g
Ball isn't as colourful 3s the AT200 version, but apart from that I k- 5
BEE =3
E§-E23 ? ria
2 re's & 3
ON THE BALL z E 2 E E On The Ball isn't quite as in-depth as

an!ev Mll\iqlt or Cnmptmmn‘»
beats |
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e of the most popular genres of game  to see anything that comes even relaively close. There
these days s, surprisingly, the football  aren't many games Il play well into the early hours,
management simulation. When the origi-  but Premier Manager 2 is one of them and although it
nal Premier Manager arrived a couple of  doesn't get played as regularly now, it stll has a secure
years ago, it was adored by just about  place in my games collectio

everyone including non-football fans. In  Having said al that though, Gremin are now out to
fact, even those people who detest the beautiful game disturb my precious collection because craftily hidden
had taken to Gremiin's superb simulation. up their ieeves i another helping of Premier Manager.

Premier Manager was an absolute corker, but you
got the feeling, at the time, that something was miss-  PROMISES
ing from the simulation. To combat this, Sheffield's  The imaginatively tited Premier Manager 3 promises
finest software house created a sequel which 1o be even better than Gremin's previous two efforts.
more than surpassed the original. For proof you only  Considering just how good Premier Manager 2 was
have to have a quick peek at Gremiin' sales figures  (is2), you might be wondering how on earth do you
for the game which were well over the 100,000 unit  improve on a game of such high-qualty. Like the say- e e
mark ing goes though, nobody's perfect e

s far as I'm concerned, Premier Manager 2is the  Realms of Fantasy, the developers behind the trilogy
Uiimate football management simulation and fve yet of games, have included a stack of new features info of how the match s going, so thus you know what t0

Premier Manager 3 and the  change if things aren't quite going to p;
00000 first one you notice is the The sound has also had a radical overhaul and the

t l improvement in the graphics  match s now littered with crowd chantsinoises. A sam-

department, The actual lay- pled Martin Tyler (top TV commentator) is also heard
out of the sreen isn't vastly  whenever something interesting happens in the game,
different, but the standard  such as when a goal i scored or when your goalkeeper
and overall quality of the  makes a heroic save.
graphics s Using a specific grid system on the pitch, you can,
The ground improvement  now determine where and how each player will play,
creen, for instance, now has  depending on where the ball is on the field of play.
 detailed picure of your  This dos ake tim to setup, but worthutile n the
Stadium, whereas last time end as you have a lot more control over your
you could only glance atthe  Perhaps, one of the most helpful new b
Various terraces and stands.  introduction of an assistant manager. You'll find one
Graphically, even the tele- down the job centre and once you've hired him, you!
phone has been given a new can get him to do all those jobs you love to hate. He'll
lick of paint, but the biggest handle all the players contracts, training and a lot of
graphical change of all is  the day-to-day running of the club leaving you to con-
when it comes to playing an  centrate more on the team.
actual match There are bundles and bundles of new bits to the
You are now presented third game in the Premier Manager series, but | just
with a whole game rather haven't the space to gab on about them all, but having
than just a few snippets of played a near to completed version of the game | know

e ——
KO o | o SN

the whole football pitch and  agement simulation.

B i e | Voo e kniow sxactly. _ Stert saving yeur casl Aow:because Gremll
Treewoidl Jorathan Waddock loks at he i Y i it ol e Wil
mhm\,mumw e e

you get a better overall view  trick by cracking one o the top corner.
The main menu

been updated
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sensiible Software. Top hits like Cannon

Fodder, Sensible Soccer and Megalomania
immediately spring to mind. Now the soft:
ware developers from Essex have somewhat
of a reputation for quality titles and with a

clutch of new games in development there
seemed like no better time to pay the not o sensi
ble guys a visit
Deep in the heart of a picturesque little town
called Saffron Walden lies one of the top develop-
ing teams for the Amiga. In a plush little office,
complete with Pool tables, Pinball Machines and
MTV (to aid creativity, of coursel) we found the
chaps hard at work on their new projects. We talked
to the guys behind the games and took a sneaky
look at what they
have in store. The
Sensible story is one
of those 'rags
to  riches’

Stoo busily at work on the
raphics for Sensible Golf.
90,

types. Well, pretty close anyway. From hum which are a bit of a curiosity in themselves,

ble beginnings just over eight years a but Jon explained.
Jon Hare and Chris Yates started with 4 :

2 meagre £40 a week from the

Government's _ Enterprise

hey originate from Mega:
Allowance Scheme. They started

lomania. The game underwent a

thought it would be better o
humanse it a bt and use human
characters.”  And  thus
Megalomania was born...8ut then
Sensible Soccer appeared bearing
the very same sprites. Coincidence? Or
did the guys realise they were on to a
good thing?
Jon points out: “During development we were
playing the Kick OFf games a lot. They were bugged
50 it gave us the inclination to write a good football

including games
Twister and Parallax.
then the real success
started to happen. Wizball,
Megalomania, Sensible Soccer, Wizkid,
and Cannon Fodder followed in rapid suc-
cession and all shot straight to the top.
“Their games have many qualities that have con-
tributed to their success. One of the things that
Sensible are renowned for is their miniature sprites




game. We saw the sprites in Megalomania and
thought they would work well.* And obviously they
did. Sensible Soccer reached many formats and
became a bestseler

Jon explains their appeal: “The smaller the sprite,
the more playing area you can see and the better you
can plan the tactics. The same is true for Cannon
Fodder. You have adequate graphics but top playa
bility. Symbolic graphics work better than realistic
ones, take Chess, for example. You have the horses
head - it's not realistic but it artstially pleasing
and does its job. If you wan realism, then go and d
the real thing!

“Alot of money has been wasted on peaple trying
to make things as realistic as possible. Computers
should be used to do things nothing else can do. Like
with the Chess games or Scrabble, for example, you
can play when no-one else wants to - the Artficial
Intelligence is used well

“But why put an Encyclopaedia on a computer
when you can't carry it around? Why spend £80 on
an interactive movie when you can go down to the
shop and buy the film for €8 - and there’s no iritat
ing pauses in it

CLASSIC

Sensible Software have obviously found a formula
that works, 50 what makes a best seller and what
does it take to turn an idea into a classic game?

“A good design evolves. f it doesn't feel right you
chuck it. And that's the hard part - after a few
months of working on something it's difficult to
admit that it rubbish and just ditch i

“The actual idea can take ten minutes to think up
but up to two years to carry through. It varies -
Cannon Fodder took two years and Sensible Soccer
took eight months. Keeping your finger on the idea
isn'teasy.

They've obviously all been successful but which are
Jon's personal favourites? “Firstly Wizball because it
established us as original ers and secondly,

The familiar Sensisprites have.
‘become a trade mark

Pointing to the state of the console market, Jon
admits: "Im glad we haven't put much into consoles
and I'm glad to see the back of it. s been marketed
like a fashion and it has died like a fashion.

“Peaple are sick of buying things that go out of
date. Those outside the industry don't understand
how the greed of the hardware companies is causing
massive problems. No one knows what's going on -
the developers don't know what to develop for, the
publishers don't know what to back and the
Magazine Houses don't know which magazines to
produce

Jon believes the solution to all this lis rather ide-
alstically with just one ultimate machine: Hopefully
all machines will die out except one. Until then you
will never get the best. Once you have top quality
graphics, CD quality sound, quick loading and as
much memory as possible then that i the ultimate

OBERON

Sensible’s Megalomania started off a5 robots in a factory

Sensible Soccer because it made us famous!*
Sensible Software have established themselves as
top Amiga developers. But in an industry that s for-

expect to see a ot from the team in the not so
ever changing where do they see the future lying?

distant future.

Work in progress

On hearing the latest info on games in progress, the Sensible Software name appeared more
than a couple of times so, hot on the trail of the latest, we raced down there to get a sneak
preview of what they have in store

Sensible Golf preview

Not content to dominate computer football, our favour
ehiathn o dhucc e vl et fe v
golfing. The questi the game show the same fair
o playﬁb{lhy e e e o s el

Software

Sutichne deliberately avoided the simulation
‘approach of some other golfing games. As they say them-
selves, if you want full realism then you should play real

golf.
Rather than incorporating a complicated control system,

S R
quer the increasingly fiendish courses.
The computer opwums Dave accesories 1anging frOM - Stoo once sgan hopes to cear the river The
of sill. With
gl\;:eumsmnd! out of a combination of 72 holes, there €°mer that’sleast abstructive o the view
10 be plenty of depth to keep the player going.
nuvm.m,ieom.eg.munm ar, giving us the simple overhead view the makers seem to prefer.
seventies' hairdos, the litle sprtes have miles more character than the Nick Faldo types you
getin S golf games.
Finding a

As for the courses, a
Strength and accuracy of a shot is controlled by the
H

into giving the playe ty

iy el
o ing alittle tap into the hole is nigh impossible because it is
wwmmmnmumnnmnmm here.
effects include woodland chirpings ~ thank-
fully you wm be -bte 1o turn them off - and convincing
tshou

compkunholaundtfﬂ" e

Thehlggmhﬂmgn'mlmgow mes arises once the
g Gecane i e et o

is
| difficut. This area of Sensi-golf wasn't complete when
sawnsum(svdﬂhewnmngm)oolmfnnnmm!

T Sanlble Software e » reswabe copy will b st
so0n, 50 we'll give you the ful verdict as soon a5
For now, though, Sensi-Golf looks very promising.
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One of the most original games of r imes is Cannon Fodder, a strategy type
shootem-up thing. And now Sersible Software are in the process of making the
sequel

used the same game engine as the original, same style of objectives
with similar sorts of missions and phases and basically the same great gameplay as

different for a new challenge

for 2 great looking game

the original. 5o what have they done to the game to warrant a sequel? Wellfrom
what we've seen the screenshots look totally different. Don't worry, the same
familiarsprtesare tll here, the overhead view remains the same but now they've
added some strange storyline about aliens whisking your troops off to different
points in history to prove themselves

This goes some way to explining why you end up in these strange scenarios}
But this “atistic lcense” also meanslots of great looking and original themed lev
ek

| mean gone are the usual ‘hum-drum’ tanks and helicopters - well at least in
part anyway - 35 they have given way to Battering Rams, Witches in bubbles (eri-
ously) and Airships

Now we have all sorts of scenarios ~ Medieval,
Beirut, Chicago and Alien Ships indeed. And a ot @

have the right hair colours (s bit unfortunate for
Andy Townsend!) Every detail from their individual
skill o the player position is accurate. Considering
there are 1,400 teams and over 22,000 real players
included this isnt to be sniffed at.

‘The attention to detail looks to be phenomenal
and things like the home crowds cheering louder
compared to away fans will be included. Even the
crowd will be dressed in the appropriate team
colours!

The referee comes complete with his black book
and red cards and 2 there is a physio who rushes on
to treat injured players.

A
L)
L3
a
a
L)
a
2

The original playablity has been retained

complete with accurate stats!

s for the management side, you can buy and sell
players and if  player is on the bench his value goes.

down.
“The game looks to be absolutely huge and play-

How do you improve on ane of the best soccer sims
of all time? You can't, can you? Unless, of course,
you add a huge chunk of tactics and a tonne of
managerial aspects. And that's just what Sensi have
gone and done. So whether you are a Mark Hughes
or an Alex Ferguson you're every whim s catered
for.

f you're statistically minded or just want the odd

kick-about’ then Sensi’ sequel provides the perfect
opportunity. They've kept the highly popular game-
e o e gl hed 45 2 bit and added
awhole host of new
The game will Cootan thipgs U bl s
with accurate stats. And get this! The players even

‘There are a huge amount of tournaments, incuding the.
option to set up your

imagine!
The actual gameplay is n.vmg new additions such
as being able to tap the ball in a more controlled

way and the guys are also looking at indluding “tap
headers* which wil allow you to head the ball away
a v distance.

Look forward to this release around October time.
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A pnersincudo aparallelcable

" niogal i o

ISk BRIVES

oo SO PO o ARG
I WISCELLANEGUS
A1200Howk A Clock 2t o P
200 b

(it 13000
7% s Skt B (psotz) 1895

M for ASD0Z000. (Fros pap) 3200

CD-ROM Drive for A1200
Runs over 90% of CD32 software
Piays Aulo Gds. Sows Pt G, Puge o PONGIA Port

£189.00
$X-1 CD32 Expanslon Module

Fogpy Por” IDE HOD
Keyboarspor- e 1o 6 Fast ol
Serial Port* Parallel Port * Vi
ime Clock

£189.00
Keyboard for above £44

This poputer munnor is back in stock!
tere0 Colour Monior ncluding Amiga leac

£219.00
Microvitec Series 3 Monitor

in 0.28 Dot + Two Speakers
Suppors Nomal, Producivty & AGA Modes, PC ouper VOA Compaie

(Al A4000/1200 Prces include Home Maintenance]

8 Ruswarp Lane, WHITBY, N. Yorks YO21 1ND
TEL/FAX: 0947 600065 (9am - 7pm)




Faw\uSHCe
Bapewatth
Adveptureland

Entertainment’s third game in the pinball series.

here was one game that arrived on the Amiga
scene a couple of years ago that impressed just
about everyone that saw or played it. Pinball
Dreams, a game that wasso addicive it should've
the Government, but hey they

were probably al playing it a well

Pinball, a5 2 game on its own, is one of the most addic-
tive and simple games in modern history. Computer
gamers' only real chance of playing "ball” was a trip
down 10 the locl arcade or pub (depending on how old
youwere)

This was mainly due to the lack of decent pinball
games, simply because the majority of programming
teams couldnt handle the complex reaisti bal routines
‘Then Digita Hlusions virtualy poppec p from nowhere
and suddenly the gaming world was, at last, presented
with 2 game that was as good as the real thing

Digitl lusion, a Swedish amaigamation of exemo
programmers, graphic atists and musicians, used their
considerable talents on 2 product that should have a
home in everyone's games colletion

“The succes of the firt game prompted Digital lusions
0 create 2 sequel, Pinbal Fantases, which aso received
tremendous criicl accaim. Both games went to the top
of the charts, picking up several prestigious awiards on
the way and clocked up over 500,000 sales between

them. Believe it or not, the
Pinball games are still seling
Tike hot cakes, but avid fans
of the product are now thirst
ing for something new after
playing the various tables to

this public “need” and once
more turned to Digital
Hllusions to see if the launch
of a third pinball game could
be possible. Digital llusions
obviously said "Yes® to 21st Century Entertainment
because coming your way in November is Pinbal lusions,
which will (that's will, not might) be the ultimate
computer pinball game that you've always dreamed
about

After finishing Pinball Fantasies at the end of 1992,
Digital llusions wanted do something different because
let's face it, you'd think that the boys on the development
crew would be sck of the sight of pinball by now.

FEVER

ed work on an adventurelshoot-em-up pro-
visionally ttled Malfunction, but in April 1993 had to put
it to one side to start work on Pinball Fantasies for the
CD32. t took Digital flusions four months to complete
the task, but by then the boys had got the Pinball fever

Although static
shot.

objects behind the
st of tables are &
sight to behold

doing the third Pinball installment. The feature i, o
cours, the multi-ball

By the end of February, the hard-working team had

manage t get the sl fsure worin, Fg

nths were spent building up the bask

g oo o nd e proesies

back and began to think about how t0 impr o
selling game.

By January of thisyear, the whole team had moved to
Gothenburg and worked on the new game for about
four months. A decision was made {0 scrap the old code,
because the basc structure of Fantasies was far t0o fim-
ited o support al the new features.

There was one feature in the new game that fans of
the Pinball series had been yearning for. The program-
mers decided f they couldn't do i, they wouldn't bother

previous attemps,

One of the new effects means that scores can be bul
up around a mode or sub-game system. These ae specl
events where you have to achieve a cerain objective.
instance, you might have to shoot the same ramp fi
times in 60 seconds o gain the bonus.Some of these sl
games involve the new multi-bal feature and they il
change depending on which table you are playing on.
s per usual there will be four new tables. The frst oo

—



The “multiball i a new feature and
s sure to test Amiga pinbal piayers sverywhere

is based around a cyberpunk theme. You are a cybercop
and have to cope with the amount of criminal actiity in
the city of the future. The second table s looking good
and has a beach theme. It's provisionally entitled
“Babewatch" and the action centres around a backdrop
of beach, burgers,surf and sun.

‘The other two tables are stll in development and have
Yet to gain their own themes. This is because when the
table is first created all that you see is a wire-frame ver.
sion of the graphics. This is 50 the table can be tested to
see if it works adequately enough, without the fancy
‘graphics getting in the wa

It takes the Digital liusions team five to six weeks to
create just one table. Sometimes they dor't even use it in
the final version and many tables
Ply because they weren't good enough or were replaced
with 3 superior one.

During the first week the basic layout of the screen is
created and s tested extensively. Al the possible shots are
attempted to see if things work properly and if they
do the team move on into the second week of table
development,

The team now work on basic graphics, ramps and
mechanical features. This process lasts for two days and
during that time Digital Ilusions put their heads together
and try to think up a specific theme to use with that table
Ideas are implemented and the team try to decide

ther they work or not.If not they scrap the idea and
try something efse.

Into week three and the themed graphics of the table
are drawn 5o that they know what lights and animations
are required. The lights are completed soon after, but the
graphics take, at least, another week to finish. While
these are being completed, the product is continually
tested.

The animations take a while to do and while they're
being finished off, the pinball table is bug-tested and
fixed. Six weeks later, providing there are no hold-ups in
the production process, the team have finally completed
the table. All that's left for them is to make a tart on the.
other three tables!

Digital llusions are frantically finishing off Pinball
Husions so that it can ain a November release, and don't
be too surprised if you find it at the top of the software
charts by the time Santa pops his head down your
chimney.
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OFFICIAL DISTRIBUTOR OF FIVE = 1A DD

[LCL announce an
incredible new release

CD MICRO FRENCH (eginvers-Gcse)

over 4500 disks available at only 99p/disk + 7?p
for

p&p per order. Please refer to their
fities you want to order and then send to us for
immedicate despatch. Catalogue disk 70p.

CD32 EXPANSION converts CD32 into A1200
X-1 £184.99

Keyboard Black ~ £20.99  SC-1skbedmbe2son £489.99
External drive ££54.99 'SX-1+kb+2mb+250HD £449.99
2.5" IDE HARD DRIVES 2 year warranty on most drives
8OMB £121.99 200MB £217.99 340MB  E£CALL
130MB £14999  260MB £26999  512MB ECALL
35" IDE HARD DRIVES
120MB £121.99 B £177.99 420MB  £206.99
200MB £157.99 340MB  £189.99 540MB £274.99
RCA 120 MEMORY BOARDS
'A1200 compatible. Ram expansion up to 8MB. Sockets for
FPU & Oscillator. Battery backed clock.
OMB board £57. 2MB board £119.99
1MB board £79.99 4MB board £159.99
EXTERNAL PCMCIA HARD DRIVE DEVICE
Does not invalidate your machine’s warranty. Call for prices
on hard drives not listed.

Amiquest Overdrive
oMB £64.99  OMB £79.99
Special Offer - deduct £10 off the Amiquest or £15 off the

Overdrive if you purchase this item together with any of
our Hard Drives!

OVERDRIVE CD ROM DRIVE

Compatible with: CDPU, photo CD, music CDs and over 95%
of CD32 games. 1200 £1

MEMORY SIMMs AND FPUs

72pin Simm suitable for A1200/A4000

1MB 32bit Simm  £34.99  20MhzPLcCPGA  £24.99

2MB 32bit Simm  £76.99  33Mhz pLCC £59.99

4MB 32bit Simm  £122.99  40Mhz pLcC £79.99

8MB 32bit Simm  £234.99  50Mhz PGA £139.99

MONITORS

Microvitec 1438 Colour multisync £294.99
Colour TV/monitor £174.99

Sharp

Philips 8833 MKl Colour stereo monitor  £200.00
ACCESS FAX MODEMS

High quality Group Ill 14400bps fax. Hayes compatible.
Complete with all comms software.

1414 va2bis - 14400bps. £149.99
2814 VFC v32bis - 28800bps £239.99
Fax Software for above £44.99

VIDEO CONSOLES
CD32+4CDgames £199.99  Panasonic 300  £379.00
Atari Jaguar £219.99

ACCELERATOR BOARDS

'A1200 compatible. Ram expansion up to 8Mb/128Mb Sockets
for FPU & Oscillator. Battery backed clock.

Viper 030 Mki OMb £154.99  Viper 030 Mkll OMb £174.99
SALE ITEMS

A4000/030 BUILT TO YOUR SPEC.  £CALL

Delivery Charges

Please add £6 to all orders. C.0.D. by arrangement

How to Order

INTERACTIVE DISTRIBUTION LTD.
(Dept. AC), 153-159 Bow Road, London E3 2SE.
Mail Order Tel/Fax: 081 502 5200

Am rl
DECEMBER 1994

CD Micro French is a complete:

beginners up to GCSE in French,
following the National Curriculum,
for the Amiga CD or CD32. (See:
the screen shot).

Ttuses all the features of a CD
system, ie.

o Interactive film-like programs are
included. Actors talk to you out
loud and wait for you to reply,
before continuing the conversation, 8PS

in French. @ Massive 30 programs.

¢ CD music by musician
have played with world-famous

 Extensive French speech by
native speakers.

o Very easy touse, it really teaches
‘you French, and it s great fun.
Also iﬁk interactive real speech
in Amiga courses (where required)
o

5 LCL Self-tuition courses will open up a whole new world
@,  foryousseach cour s specifically designed to take

beginners up to a recognised level (such as GCSE, A-
‘ Level or National Curriculum tests) in a fun but effective

» way

Everything you are likely to need is included - you don't
have to keep buying new packs. Each course includes an
incredible 24 programs or tutorials, and even a book.

They are the most comprehensive courses of their type
available - and yet amazingly, because of their estab-
Jished volume sales - they cost LESS.
Choose from the largest popular range of GCSE courses
Reschiheropin the world:

MICRO MATHS

MICRO FRENC]
CSE) (11 years - GCSE)

(Beginners—

MICRO SPANISH | | MICRO SCIENCE
(Beginners - GCSE & Business) | | (8 years-GCSE)

MICRO GERMAN | | PRIMARY MATHS
(Beginners - GCSE & Business) COURSE (>-12years)

MICRO ENGLISH | | MEGA MATHS
(8 years - GCSE) (Alevel course)

£5 OFF TOTAL FOR 2 COURSES,
£10 OFF FOR 3, £17 OFF FOR 4

y £24.99 per floppy . Only
Overseas, add £2 per course.
Cheques payable to LCL. Free catalogue
Send orders to:
LCL (Dept AMC), Thames House, 73 Blandy Road,
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG 1QB.
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The soundtrack in the normal
Amiga versions of Soccer Kid was
fairly spectacular, with a selection
of funk guitar samples played
against a thumping dance beat. It
has to be said that the tune ranks

technology and thus have the
abilty to make their music even
sweeter. Having said that, the
tune isn't vastly different from
the ASODIAT200 versions, but the
actual quality of sound is far
superi

@uv software
wonderful game of football

Krisalis aren't that stupid because
the game they've got for you is

With the World Cup now
well and gone, you'd think

it'd be a pretty stupid time
L
based on the

Soccer Kid, this time putting in a
new and enhanced star appearance
on the CD32.

First time around, Soccer Kid was
acclaimed by punters and reviewers
alike for its amazing array of car-
toon quality graphics, its superb
soundtrack and the fact that it

Krisalis’ Soccer Nid, a
platform:
about everybody last year,
has been transferred to the
CD32. Jonathan M:
checks out the new s|

0DUCTION

wasn't just another platform game.

Krisalis, keen supporters of the
D32, have now made major
improvements in the graphics and
sound departments.

lauded by just

The first thing that hits you is the
introduction sequence which has been
created by Catalyst Pictures. The actual
sprites and standard of animation was

almost as close as an actual cartoon
when Soccer Kid first exploded on to
the Amiga, but now Krisalis have
taken the graphics a further step
forward

The introduction animation is an
actual cartoon. I tell the story of how

ior
‘Another sound introduction is
the inclusion of speech into the
various animations. The various

add 10 the whole presentation of

the product.

the World Cup was taken by aliens
and then spread, by accident,
throughout the various countries. The
animation, at times, is as smooth as
anything you'd see on television, but
sometimes it does siow down - that's

down to the CD technology rather
than the actual animation.

As well as the introduction cartoon,
there are several others which happen
when something significant occurs

not
enough to complete the whole game
toseelt.

Al of Soccer Kid taken from the
briliant introduction sequence,

Soccer Kid i one of the Amiga's best platform games and
the transition to CD has only enhanced the product even
further. The graphics are beautiful, the sound is of
the highest quality, but remember, just because the
presentation aspects of the game are superb this
doesn’t mean that it plays well. Lucky for you then
that Soccer Kid is capable of doing both tasks extremely
wel,

e main character can o various tricks with the ball
and although it take you a while to get the hang of all
the moves via the joypad, it il at the end of the day

become second nature to
you. The only really bad
point about Soccer Kid

is that the difficulty  #
Tevel s set too high
during the beginning
stages, but then again 4
people are always com-

plaining that platformers \
are t0o easy to complete
anyway.

1f you're looking for an original
platformer with bags of style and class that'l give you

ours of entertainment, then | guess tis is the essential
CD32 purchase for the month.

Gontral system: Joypad

Hard disk install: N/A
Supports: 032

Publisher: Krisalis
Develaper: Krisalis
Price: £25.99
Genre: Platfarm




WordprocessinSuper
printinNumbercrunchin

LinedrawinPictureplacin

TexteffectinDigisensinSpell

checkinAutocorrectinMailmergin
SpreadsheetinDragndroppinSuperspeedin

Wordworth, more than words can say.

In other words, new

improved memory and
Wordworth® 3.1 is faster, 7 i floppy disk usage *

-
friendlier, and even u enhanced PostScript

more powerful

1t's faster, like Find And
Replace for example,
which is now more than

{0 times quicker

you consider the

advanced on-line help

- support

Upgrades start from as

% litle as £14.99, and if
you use another word

/
c % processor, you can
1t's friendlier, when £ ﬁ fll - trade up for just £59.
i

For more information

call 0395 270273, or

tutorials, intuitive editing

and unrivalled technical support 1¢'s more powerful, with new
Gaffer all, with more than 175,000 features like: landscape printing *
users, Wordworth is the Amiga’s drag and drop editing « new
favourite word processor). commands « better text filiers +

write to Digita®,
FREEPOST, Exmouth X8 2YZ.
With Wordworth 3.1, the world's best-
selling Amiga word processor has just

become better than words can say

Wordworth 3, 7

%DIGI ° Digita International Limited,
Black Hor Exmouth £x8 11
INTERNATIONAL lephone: 039° Facsimile: 0395 268893




Over the last few years the 3D
RPGladventure game scene has been
positively pulsating, but now games

minimally packed with various medicines and
tools. You've also got a micro-computer
secured to your chest to keep you informed of
your physiological condition, but apart from

that it's up to you to stay alive.
The aim of the game is self-preservation
and to survive you must escape from the alie
‘world. Robinson's Requiem certainly looks, on
the surface anyway, to be a highly original
adventure, but first it has to survive System's
with a survival kit which is critical eye,

planet ; e

You've crash-landed on an alie

* L to let your ears peruse over, but if you
with only a medi-kit for survival. What don't ke them you have, a last, got
do you do? Jonathan Maddock panics.

Before the adventure kicks off you're treated to a short, but
beautifully presented ray-traced animation of the crash-iand-
ing. This superbly crafted introduction sets the atmosphere for
impressed

Into the game and you have a choice of graphics mode. The
detail level can be set between low and high and the screen
size can be swapped between smal and large. Obviously the
game runs faster with a low-detailed small screen, but then
you don't get high quality graphics. Users will have to fiddle
around with the controls to
find the best set-up for your
i, OPINION

The icons on the side of the
screen are nicely done and this
makes the game look a bit | Robinson's Requiem £ oy gl ey
more polished on the presenta- | and playing it s an entirel g e
tion side. On the whole the | The major rablem though thefacttha you mustsac-
graphics aren't too bad, but | rifice the qualty of graphic so that the game runs at a
they suffer badly at times and | reasonable speed. Thisis a shame, but for users of higher-
appear “blocky” when objects | grade machines this wori be too much of an obstacle.
on the screen get too close Silmaris adventure is also one of the toughest games I've piaed

in g¢s and sues achllenge hatl have you playing I or ages.Parsy g
A players might want to steer clear, but adventure game veterans m:gm want to
Check Robinso's Requiem vt

A

(632.99 AGA machines)

Geare: RPG /hdventure
Hard disk install: Yes
Cantral system: Mouse

Recommended: 68020 upwards

Publisher: Daze
Developer: Simaril
Price: 832.99




Simon the Sorceror

Back in our May issue, Simon the Sorceror gained
acdaim marking it out as one of the best adventure
titles available on the Amiga, Now it's available for the
CD32 with the addition of a *full talkie soundtrack”

The background story is very simple. Receiving a note
from a wizard named Calypso, Simon becomes involved in a
quest to deliver the land of Fleur Deli from the evil sorceror
Sordi

Original, no ? Well perhaps not, but from this unpromising start things become
more engrossing as your travels through the land unfold inreasingly tricky twists
and turns.

The appearance hasn't really changed, but Simon remains a visually appealing
title. A range of fantastic characters and atmospheric settings are combined with rare

Just e of the weil

attention to detal
Many adventures try to enliven the proceedings with a touch of humour, but the
jokes il 00 often all flat. Simon is an exception because,like the clasic Monkey
iland, it acually is funny

This aspect o the game s greatly enhanced since the character o Simon i playedt
by Chis Barie of Red Dwarf fame. Speech in games can be a gimmick but hearing
{he sarcasti banter of characters in this version creates a fresh appeal,

o foc t i cear that 3 ot of work has gone into this area. When taling to 3
character, you have a large enough chaice of responses o gve the ilsion of res
controlover a conversaion

Considering that speech has been added, it a shame they didn't add a greater
variety of music, because the tunes you're stuck with really begin to grate after &
\while St his s more of a grpe than asrious complain

Though lihthearted in approach, there’s nothing easy about the puzzls i this

Those strange folk
Publisher: Aveatug St eho enjoy the bran-burst
ing frustation of a tough

+]

IJUSSSO

‘ Devaper IHOISE agventure will ot be dis
‘atsfed

| ot Simon the Sorceror was

ric:$20.99 2 googame before, With

the inclusion of speech;
Geare: Graphic 0VERIUTE .0 oome has been signifi

Warddiskinstall. WA cantly improved and
should be considered by
Gontrol system: CORO! Al any D32 owner who has
Support: 6032
Recommented: N/A

‘System’s here once again to give you the low-down
‘on the latest budget releases and CD32
conversions. This month pick from a superior

or a mind-numbingly violent classic.

Buody Blows AGR

Though s been around for some time now, this game isstil considered by many  version's extra characters. In addition to the two
25 the beatem-up for the Amiga. Already superior to the poor conversion of  player and tournament modes, a new Tag Team
Street Fighter I} Team 17 now offers the game at a bargain price. ption has been imported from the D32 version.
Graphics and animati f  high standard though yor i it Two humans can play a tag team of up to ten
Jou're expecting a gore-fest. Fights take place against backdrops ranging from  members.
battleships to boxing rings. When  team member is defeated the next character
icks and punches aré accompanied by sitably vilent sounds and the musicis  enters and so on untilal the team has fought.f  fighter wins he gains an extra
passable. the i i

g |e

¥

before.

‘There is a choice of ten
fighters to pit against
each other, most of them  swapping.
possessing different styles So many games in this genre have been released in the last few years that it's
of fighting and individual 2 19 to take something special to

9y g
‘Another welcome addition is the option to install the game onto the
hard-drive. This should prove welcome as without it there's a lot of iritating disk-

‘special moves. > overcome that jaded feeling.

Having said this, there i) Body Blows AGA doesn't pretend to
isn't much difference >, offer much that is new, but it remains.
between certain fighters one of the best of its type on the
apart from the clothes ¥ Amiga. If you've managed to avoid

Gontrs| systom: Jiystiel they're wearing. This overdosing on this sort of game so far,
4 fault might have been then at this price it's a
Swparts: 29 /Mase overcome if they'd intro- 7 \ E s must.

duced a few of the D32

Another ane bites the dust!




OPEN ALL HOURS

WELL, NEARLY!
9am-10pm Mon-Sat
10am-6pm Sunday

SPECIAL OFFERS!!
IDE HARD DRIVES FOR AGOO/A1200

170MB  £139 |
245MB  £159
345MB  £189
420MB  £219

Imlllll‘ nee callection and i
working days tunaround).

A1200 RAM EXPANSIONS

2Mb  £109.95
4Mb  £174.95

Including battery backed clock and socket for
optional FPU

PRINTERS & RIBBONS
Star LC100 Colour

Star LC24-30 + Auto Sheet Feeder .£200.00
Seikosha SL95 24 Pin Col

Star LC24-200 Colour

STOCK A WIDE RANGE OF RIBBONS
AT LOW PRICES - PLEASE CALL

LEADS & CABLES

Printer

AMIGA HARDWARE
A1200 Race and Chase Pack £20005
A1200 Innovations. £321
CD32 + Software
Amiga A4000.

Microvitec 1438 Monitor

CGubscan 1440 Multisync

Exteral Floppy + Virus Klller £56.95
500 Internal Floppy Drive ...£48.95

AS00 512K Ram Exp. + Clock . £23.50

A500 1.5 Meg Ram Exp. ......£76.95

A500+ 1 Meg Ram Exp. .......£29.00

A600 1 Meg Ram Exp.

A1200 2 Meg Ram Exp+Clock£109.95

A1200 4 Meg Ram Exp+Clock£174.95

ASO0/ABO0/AT200 Power Supply . £29.95

DISKS & LABELS

DSDD
DSHD
100 DSDD

* +100 CAP

DSDD Rainhow Disks
FUJI BRANDED
DSDD Box of 10
SHE Box of 10

l dsks guaranteed error free

1000 3.5" DISK LABELS ~ £5.99
1000 3.5" TRACTOR FEED £7.99

STORAGE BOXES
Most 35'0r5.25" disks.

Joystick Extender 3 meire
JoyslickiMouse Extender
Amiga to SCART

Amiga to 1084S/8833
Analog Joysiick Adapler
4 Play

Parma: Gable

BRRLIBRRRE

Now you canprint your own
500 Plain white disk labels on
elpplidhl

Yours for ONLY

1000 Labels with software
ONLY £13.50

10 capacity

80 capacity Banx drawer
150 capacity Posso drawer
200 capacity drawer

VISIT OUR SHOP

9.30am-5.30pm Mon-Sat, 9.0am-100pm Thurs

MISCELLANEOUS

Mousehouse.
Mousemat 6rmm thick

1
1

2
1

0

5.9

Angle Poise Copy Holder. £14.95
Mt T Pec i et 450
2000 sheets . £14 95

JOYSTICKS
Alaystoksnave aucfr feature
except ihgse marker

Trigger Grip Models
Quekshot urbo
Python 1M

Sigma
Base Fue Button Modeis
rick

Speedking
Navigator
Bug

War

Saitek Mogagip 3,

Speedking Analog ...

Iniruder 5

Adapter o e oy PO feli s lcynlck
n an Amiga..

Gravs Analogue Pro

o 6pm Sun
porem il

48 Hour ncllv-ry £3.30; 24 Hour n-uv-ry £3.75
ar

We accept POs, o

\eques & credit cards

Please writs Cheque Card Number on cheque for Instant clearance

eokonds
36 HOPE STREET, HANLEY, STOK

N-TRENT ST1 58S
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AMIGA - PC -

All Commodore

One third year subscription M—Dﬂ-‘ £8.50 UK only

call 0a1) 65t
Write to 45 Bruult!:

651 5436
Ild. Crvydon CRO 9NA
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NEW GO BELEASES
F0% P4, 199
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To place an ad on this page call Barbara Newall on 0625 878888

dates:
24 0ct
21 Nov
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On sale 17 Nov
On sale 15 Dec
On sale 12 Jan

Free typesetting servie provided

= AMIGAHOLICS

HOPCHNO MEGA SEEDYs.

HORNESOFT PD

e o g AV, Wk S P
e ]
“ALL LATEST DEMOS, UTILS, GANES
AVNILABLE ASSASSINS GANES UPTO
961 A O

OR SEND3 x 15t CLASS
OR PHONE FOR FREE cmmsuz

opERATION FRESTORN
AL GUALITY GAME LNE

o iaon
omiesorT poron

i s, P01
o [T
k| ek
ki o,
£ |immanis wons 1o 1
{FREE P&

oy D lon G
e 309

 Bucks. SL7 3AA.
AX: 0628 891022

Street,
TELP
@) Aok encuimes weicon: S

e s s e G 55
T s s ety 2 4
29 Woodville, Barnstaple,
N. Dovon EX31 2HH

ALSO F1 LICENGEWARE AVAILABLE
ANDLOTS, LOTS, MORE

EVER NEED PROBABLY!!
FAST. FRIENDLY SERVICE, 24 HA DESPATCH

i s over 3 diks Seno i

Wt do ou wart fom PO Library?
+ 24 How Tuao

A s st ot css
FOR A CATALOGUE DISK
PLEASE SEND 3 FIRST CLASS STANPS OR 4 FIRST
ECASS STANPS FOR CAT & FISH CAT

0831 - 649386

Real Time Clock
'A1200/A500/AS00

COMPUTE-A-RACE+
THE FINAL EDITION
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COMPUTEARACE+ s o Horse Rocing
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‘elecbes,cocle e nd mch
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inputing & oce will e second note.
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AGS, SCOPE, PLUS.
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ARexn 147

Paul Overaa takes a look at how
to transfer and retrieve data
from specified memory locations

Uiden 149

Video work holds many hidden
pitfalls, s let Adam Phillips lead
you through to safety

Music 151

The next step in sound processing
deals with editing operations using
. aMidi Sequencer

(omms 153

This month Phil South gives
you the run down on Internet
Mailing Lists

Amos 155

Create fancy guages for
your Amiga using this
simple tutorial

Publishing

Ben Pointer helps you get the
right balance between decorative
and informative covers

AMIGA

An essential aid to the enthusiast, our
maonthly guide is backs helping you to
- make the most of your Amiga.

LUID

Home video 140
Gary Whiteley shows you
how to add those small
but all important extras
to your work

fAmiga guide 145
Steve White completes his
‘AmigaGuide tutorial by
showing you how to assign
MultiView functions to
databases.

T

(lassifieds 160
Buying, selling or just
browsing, all the best Amiga
bargains in our dedicated
second-hand section



TUTORIAL

alocation, identiying any

actors, guing everyone a role 2s appropriae.

preparing forthe shoot. This
‘month 1l concentrate on preparing the.

hand before you star aying it outin your
graphics, uting (or even 30) program. I you

{oriefy] cover th shao see box

produce your graphic.

tohoot you
avaiable here, but f you go to your local

Amiga and how much you can afford to

fibrary

spend,

Added

The countdown has started to achieving the

i s i final video production. Gary Whiteley leads you
o Fondios ol softwte, but Mot equre secfc BRI
g e b oo v noc v o one that little bit doser and shows you how to
e sandadfe : i
” start adding a few finishing touches
S e i of e, Do acly  be pank progam sch s Dee P,
ot i of gapisyoure going teed _ Brkace,OpaFai, T Pt orPeron
Sdatit e i it mighe ap
ng Capt an) ther Y 10 ¢
need o convey o unertandable churks s ofwae
o once youteppring end e O he e and, i pias

RONALD and HARGARET

Adt‘ ‘l'u‘ Church (Wf Chn Ez'ulu.\miuﬁ

What | would like to do is dispense a few essential tips which
you'll find helpful before, during and after the shoot.

1. Ensu nough new tape and spare batteries on hand to guarantee tha
you'l get a5 much footage as possible during the time availbie for shooting.
This sn' so important when it comes to “studio™based productions [ use the ter

studio cautously, bet
own front room, than
ains of ideoing a five event - be t a wedding. sports day or school pantomime -
1w wouid be shooting performance based material such s drama.
ut fyou only have one chance of capturing the moment then it wouid be fooish
un out of tape halfway through. So plan ahead, find out how many minues of tape
youe ikely to need and then double i fo safely. You can always use the spare tape
later.

2. Go for the best qualty tape you can afford. On o account buy cheap tapes v

famiar brand names. Chanesare thy I be poor quay and your whole productor
I sffer. By shote apes (e.. 60 minute ones rathr than 3 hour tapes because the
e easie 0 log and edit from.

3 Aways whitealance the camera when you change camera positon of when ther

ble changes in lighting level or light sources. White-balancing is especiall
mportant when you move o artficl t natural igh. becaus there s Usualy 3 colou
ture diference in such stuations.  If you were o use the same setting in eac!

tempe
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pHtras

here. Just remember that whenever you'e your production.

covered,
yourgraphis are on a pen background and
neverreach the edges of the TV screen.

pages of textor graphcs 0 204 bt of iz o

TUTORTPA®

read from a distance.

0 read everything twice and then move
onto the next tem

5. Whenever possible use hi-res
interlaced screens (DbIPAL and other

avoid closely-spaced, thin, high

contrast horizontal ines because they i
ficker - even o video.

memory - ths way the iles will be smaller

about) to gve you acces to 2 wide range of
typestyes, One point o note. Small fons
arenit oo easy o read o screen, especilly
genlocked, 50 avoid them wherever

Graphical h

1. Don't use overly bright colours as they wil bleed when transfrred to video
2. Keep it smple. Dorit cram screens with information. Divide your graphics into easily-

digestble chunks, and keep text large or contrasty enough to be easily

3. Remember o use paette Colour 0 for the background i
you'e going to be genlocking your graphics over
video,

4. Give the audience time to read the
‘graphics. A good rule of thumb s 0 be able

promoted AGA modes don't work with geniocks] but

6. Use as few colours as possble f your Amiga s short o

nts & tips

A good rule of thumb i to step back from.
your Amiga and view the graphics fom a
‘normal TV viewing distance. If you can't read
the graphicsor ext poperty then hey arent
going o work when ransfred o video
Remember - fyou cant draw for ofee
you can sl get in on the graphics act by
buying commercial avaabiecip art such 2.
that produced by Artworks orother
companies.
Jocaton then you'd fin tha as you moved t natral ight the video woud tke on a false g
Coloured cast and ook very stinge indeed - and would certainy b very noiceable when | Uing packages
the sequence is edited. You may be able to make colour corrections later but everything you o
getngnt uning the shoot il eve you e po term e tings
for the eiting and programmecompleson process il

4. fun the tape in record for at least ten seconds before actually starting a shot. There are
several reasons for thi. Frsty, I lets the equipment get up Lo speed, secondly it gives the
Video edit decks time to synchronise and rollup to speed before an edit takes place ~
providing the maximum possble accuracy - and thirdy,If you'e doing a drama, it gives the
actorstime to compose themselves and for the directo to shout “Acton”

If you have one of those cameras which can superimpose captions or time and date over
the picture, make sure you have them turmed off whie you'e shooting ~ unless there's a
good reason to have them on, of course:

6. Remember to take the lens cap off Thi in't as stupid as it seems and it happens 1o the
best of us. | confess to having a panic one day years ago when | was documenting a large
sponsored bike ide from London to Oxford.

Montage, MediaPoirt,

FREEBIE

Ifyour Amiga is't quie 5o powertul s
aways possible that you could prodice a
reflections

eg

Image’s
sctoller 2 software 00 a recent coverdiskand
thisisalso.a pretty good, ifsomewhat
qesticted,iing program.
Titing programs generally allow the
(scroling) and

audience.
There ae several excellent 30

piograms afdund; including imagine,

Rea13D and LightWave 30, and mast can

into 3D objectsbu

uich as €apions and subites and often

other elements of your

e Saye and the other and
I

adding drop
shadows, Qutlinés and cispiy syle 10 tex

own making. Al you need i some

amount o tme.

there was
hen some wag shouted across that it would be better if | took the lens cap o Tak about
embarassment. | never id it again thougt

as well as ansiions,
for maving Smoothy betwee! One graphics
scieenand the next.

My personal preferencefs for Scala

7. Wite down 35 much relevant information about the happy couple, the acors and
by locaton, date etc Youllneed
rapics and s esir o get it at th tme than tochse t o e,

presentanan Software you can get but it i
‘beyond your budge or your needs, go for a
ortise.

Amiga Computing
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together with basic yideo edting and,
mixing 50 Gon't mis 0Ut oM the fnal
showdown.

‘Gary Whiteley can be emailed
irgaz@cix.compulink.co.uk.
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Telephone: 0690 770304 * Fax: 0690 770266

£69.95 PERSONAL PAINT V.6

(Upgrade available at £39.95)

Personal Paint is a powerful and intuitive paint, animation and image processing package.
Animation (featuring a storyboard, superior compression, multiple palettes

IS frame-by-frame timing ctc)
Virtual memory (uses Fast RAM and disk to store inactive image data).
New Image processing effects, including transparency. Al effects are 50% to 500% faster than before
Support of Retargetable Graphics (display cards like the Picasso, Retina, Piccolo, Rainbow, EGS, Taks
etc), Autoscroll painting and many more functions to manage screens and display models.

High quality 24-Bit printing (Colour and Black & White) with undercolour removal, gamma correction:
PostScript etc. You won't recognise your printer! (Normally a stand alone product.)

1 conversion of IFF24, PCX24, HAM & HAMS to 256 colours (state of the art colour
quantization and remapping algorithms). The result is very hard to
distinguish from that of an expensive 24-Bit display. A HAM and
HAMS viewer s active during colour reduction.

Loading of files through Amiga DataTypes (JPEG, BMP etc.)
Workbench Application Icon (Drag and Drop).

arty utili
Deskjet printer drivers (up to four inks, jointly developed by Cloanto
and Commodore) and JPEG DataType, which can be automatically

24-BIT PRINTING installed to the hard disk

Most requesters and colout
processing functions have
g e é ¥ been rewritien or otherwise
PERSONAL 3 enhanced. Kayboard
FONT v ~= shortcuts have been added
VERSION20 & ey
The Personal Fonts Maker is BT i

oo > . hundreds of other exciting
the best bitmapped fonts editor Y
for the Amiga. It is used by
enthusiasts and professionals
from Scala computer
television to Kara Computer
Graphics. It is the leading tool for handling fonts in up to ’
256 colours (no size limit). It can even create printer (98
download fonts (to achieve maximum printer quality and
speed) and anti-alias Amiga vector fonts. Numerous other
tools are included.

DISTRIBUTOR

Personal Wite is a very usable, fast and affordable Amiga word
processor. Its features include: multiple text windows, mail merge.
data compression (to save disk space), encryption of confidential
texts, printer spooler, PostScript driver, etc. Ideal as a first word
processor,its original and powerful text processing capabilities
‘make it an invaluable companion to any software.
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TUTORIAL

Ky, | know (s been  ong time
ut popur demand has
pressured me nto completing

AmigoGuide o, the st

par of which can be found n sue 7 s,

itsbeen that long|.

In th st part | discussed the basic
princplesof creaing n AmigaGuide
document foruse with Multiew, as wel 25
the more advanced techmiques such 2
reating nodes, butons and adding
fomating commands 0 tex

In s, the st AmigaGuide trora, wil

AmigaGuide document

Fist though, users of Workbench 2.0 who
are using the actual AmigaGuide program
a o

‘commands and the abilty t load pictures
ind play sound

tutoral,

AmigaGuide, contary to what the
AmigaGude documentation states

In my experience, word wrapping doesn't
‘work and text formatting commands such as
10} [ub] etc The

Boolss with

At long last, a complete cure for baldness.
Steue White finally gets round to the last
instalment of our AmigaGuide tutorial

attached to it MuluView will ot orrecty
word wrap i i i needs to be wrapped.
Instead it spit across two fines and the

THEs 5 0 Line of
steate the vord wrapping

it

s, o e

by of these o course is word
appin

disappears. The following is an example of

Lets suppos in
bold {b} and that MultView happened to
The

s 20
wthor of

tell them o 5ort these bugs out. However,
you may find that you have no problems, in
which case you will be able o folow this
tutorial ith o problems.

Thereis also 2 bug in MultView which you
may or may not be aware of. I you have a
word that has text formatting commands

e o —
ﬁ;_‘..'n" g
S e

BRI S22 o e
TR Ferabbaida Skl |

e

|
2L e |

ot only can you create buttons in AmigaGuide but aiso

Rt T b the very first Line of the BCBImsauldbCub) da |

36418 NARLEMY Soptho, ey BubIBC tert)

mm. 3 BAMIOHE BLC) commrighs BCabeCry text)

nm:.lmﬂ‘m) BSVER: cinigablS uerson string B tect)

Jsed te rsion of hl database. s comnand must alvays be in
6ok E0er 53700 SWEe Fite o the atabase,
) <size> DI tect)

R

ki,

Mot usar wi resort (o £d when creiing AmisaGuides
ut you wills0on find that £4 is far 100 inadequat

DECEMBER 1994

What follows s afull ting of al the:
commands available for AmigaGuide, as
wel s a brief descrpton of what each
command does. Therefor, ifyou need to
Jook up a particuler command you only
need to check through this reference data

Must ahways be the it line in an
AmigaGuide document

The suthor o te databese

Used to speciy the version of the database

Specifed the source filforthe database

Speciy the font and sizeto be used in the

AmigaGuide syntax

database

Speciy the name of the index node.
accessed by the Index button. This can be a
node in an external database

fy the name of the help node
accessed by the Help buton. This can be 2
node in an external database

Tums word wrapping on
irade cxame> Tt

Stat 2 node

Hnode <amne> Ctitle)

tart a dynamic node. The dynamic node
hosts are queried forthe node data

Ao it i o i 8
be ignored by Multview




result would ook ie this

AR
 trate the vord wrappg bus.

TUTORTA®

Add colour to text

R S i A
0 2dd colour ef
T colouring i

youcan

Sty anges the foreground colaur £
B0bg Changes the Background colour to

Colour can be:

Mhlight

Using these commands you can present text in a more readable style, with important text
highiighted fo refeence.

 You canalso

sample. The method of attaching pictures and

0 the way in which inks are made. You may

by MuliView, In order to print a command,
you smply 200 a reverse sish character in
This character

Amiga Guide Part 2

your picur
The onlyway around thisis o make sure that LS

backspace ky.
W, Belowis an example of how you would
butthe only one. e ion below hat e

Bugs aside, lt's take a ook at the extra
MultView provides n the baxout

As mentioned earer, AigaGide
documens are sk apaieof dplang.

S04 button” Link fazin)
ACCLck ae for a picture” Link
rassimage.drush anin)

AGE°Ths 5 how yas vould write 3 buttan®
sk fain)

ywmv:w

ry type e

The
anode

aitte atitles
The ttefor the node:

Specify the name ofthe Contents node. This
can be a node in an external database

iorey <oune>
Specity the name of the node to go to when
the Browse < button i pressed

@next cname>
Specily the name of the node to go to when
the Browse > button i pressed

ihepuerds <hepuords>

Asign keywords to 2 node. Used when
searching for a node.

Hont <rane> <siz

Seckthe ot nc et e sed

3 clabel> Link <commanés
kit s b K o

button within the text.

3 e glcare o s st e
ink 1

Editing
MultiView

s well as adding your own buttons and

o)
Tums underine off

ity <tpe> }

icture
sound effect o any other datatype

Ends anode
The following is a st of formating
commands that can be appled to text
)

Tums bold texton

i)

Turs bold tex off

it

Tums taic text o

s
Tums talc text off

i
Tums underine on

links you can also edefine the buttons
provided by MultView. This means that
You can create your own help

and attach it 0
another, so when the user cicks on the
Help button the new database is loaded.

The commands for redrecting the

MultView buttons are explained below:

See formatting types below

5 ctyperd

See formating ypes below

@ background
@ hignight The parameter name allows you 0

actually assign that paticular bulton 1o an

command node wihin
o iy e

Jeft o the backspace key. See below

P
tha document

Al of the above commands can be
present insde previously defined nodes

\a[Fake command ink Main} which makes them accessible o al nodes.

Amiga Computing
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Best-Selling Amiga Titles
at Amazing Prices.

An essential requirement
for the office and your
home! The friendliest
word processor you will
probably ever use. It is
simple “enough to _have
you working in minutes
and yet sophisticated
enough to provide the
features you need for
your resumés, reports,
correspondence and all
your writing _projects.
| Page layout, mailing
| list merge and a variety
of other up-to-date
\ functions make Kind-
| Words the right choice
| for users of all ages.

A first class word
M processor.

KindWords3

This tremendously power-
ful desktop publishing
program offers Al
output, ultra-fast

ation and a wide variety
of superb special effects
you never imagined

using. This publishing
iz | system lets you design
\md create fop_ quality,

professional-looking
documents ~ efficiently
and effortlessly.
you can create the
perfect page layouts
for your leaflets, ads.
newsletters or novels.
with infinite  case!
Supports page _sizes
up to 20" x 20" and
magnifies 30%-300%

Now

charting program lets you
take control of all your
number and data  tasks!
Tackle financial analysis,

| database lists  and
| marketing research with
“ the accurac d speed
| your projects require.
| Organise, calculate and
| present your data both
| clearly and graphically
with ~colourful ~charts
multi-use

| all in one
| program. sive time
| and energy by auto-
| mating repetitive or
| tedious tasks with our

simple macros .

£29:0

Now
ONLY

wr £29: oy B2

ONLY INC VAT ONLY INC VAT
This atclaimed ~spread- An invaluable suite
sheet,  database  and

of three powerful,
friendly and easy-
use business tool

nmeUlllc

The friendliest word pro-
— | cessor you'll ever use!
o \ See top left panel for

further details.

| MaxiPland™
A flexible spreadsheet/
| database that tackles
your information  with
| ‘case. See left panel for

| further details

l|||ol ile™

Thn useful program is
lection of business
iilitesthat willlse
time and frustration!

ow £69:22

Now you can get four of the all-time best-selling Amiga programs for amazingly low pri
AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD AMIGA COMPUTER STORES

oisTRIBUTED EXCLUSVELY N THE Uk BY T SIUL=T




mentioned last month that ARexx had
ctions especally designed for
il s g
rom, explciy specified memory
Tocatons.
functions, called Export(, Import] and
Storagel) are all part of ARexx's builin function
orary, with Export]) copying data from an
(optonal sting to some previousy alocated
memory area using ths type of cal

Al

ess Lot

AL Cpadl)

The length parameter specifes the maximum
~number o characters to e copied, with
defaut value being the length of any supplied
sting.In

lrading
5tandard5

et ovenwritten - Export) does ot
Itis dificut to give a simple

onger than the strng, the remaining memory. o

locations are filed with the pad character (or
uls if no padis provided). Export]returns a
‘countrepresenting the number of bytes
ranferred.

The Import]funcion goes the other way. It
createsa string by copying a specified amount of
data from a given four byte longword) start
address:

1. The exec li:

fbrary (accessed as

an postive ofsts from

tetaport(address, L1

Ifthe length fied is ot povided then the copy
terminates when a nuil byte i fount

The Storagel]functon has ths sortof
parameter layout

st and 5o on.

ple

is one use of Import that you may
ind us ary base.

pointer found at the fixed longword

location ‘00000004 i most ofen

used as the entry poin (o the exec

displacements caled brary vector

system variables, poiners o system

ExecBase does, for instance,

| [redriamaoend

ERTER  power supply
machine and n fact,since version 36 ere N2  mengoned ear
‘been an E dlock frequency feld called Avalue (auea Abexe(Eam s, however,
and with no arguments its Y ek . thatis, the
o addressof the longword memory ocation that
avalable PAL machine. Typical values are 715909 for contans the execbvary polnte [SysBase).

The address argument,f given, must be & NTSC and 709379 for PAL herefore fyou want t be pedanic [ an
four byte d Storagef] In order the exec DY Amigy system sense) then a better way of
from A baseweneed
with Expor begini sometfing along these nes

than the strng then the remaining mem
e s ARG i pat s
00

Note the two important diferences bet
e it Sl A Py,

ing at
done using code such as:
Exechasesaport O00ODLG

s works but, to be hanest, the code s a it
miseacing. because the

bsEuechases 0O0OOLA's
) ey

s

IaportAbsExecase L0KG)

It 2 small point  know, but given that

Secondiy, Storage( returs, as  string, the

brary base i

SysBase, not ExecBase

Anyway, once SysBase is available the rest is easy — we just add the
stucture offset values (o the SysBase variable and read the required
number of bytes from the ExecBase structure.

‘Again 1 recommend defining some “pseudo constant” to represent
the number of bytes being read:

B s sl e o
UOGE 1 represents untaned Lnpore” 1

A
the three fields ve mentioned:
GBITE VBLARCFREAUEC = 100000212'x
UBYTE PONERSUPPLYFREQUENC = ‘00000213
UG ECECLOCKFREWBY = '0000023'x

Other field values are avalabl from the RKM manuals or ather sources.

Good structure

You can aiso calculate the values directy from the Amiga header file
defintons.
The only fy i the ointment is thatin order to add offets to SysBase
we need to do  ltle number conversion umg C20() and D2C]) to

prevent ARexx thiowing up numeric conversion erors.

The example below gives the general idea and by altering the added
offset vl (and using a suitable size value] you can of course access any
other ExecBase information fiekd.

I
1 represens signed byt o/

IIIN M".’Ym‘t; "unsigned longuord® */

SyssesbCIpartbsEechne, 101

et a2 b BAPERET) 1)
say “wertical lanking frequency = * frequency

DECEMBER 1994
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shows you
how an ARexk
stript might be
used to access

fimiga system
information




€= Commodore”

11 NorthStreet, EXETER, DEVON, EX4 3QS

We're Backing Amiga! £ [ CD32Expansion Modules | | Retina BLTZ3 |
g | Superb 24 bit |
2 P s FavideoPo | v
. oppyPor  * 23 Pin Video Po i
Amiga 1200, CD?ua A4000 | & |jumubikron = Mpes Thoush i o]
2 37 | mrsse ¢ adwinaou - R| MPYeiH |
ar i ey short syl Phone for s | & |KeyboaraPon = Drive Switch | Only £449.95
ws, prices and availability. § s : |
3 | puralel P . < |
We have available now memory expansions, 2 Brilliance 2! |
sccclerator hard disks (SCST “and IDE), floppy | Great Value at £199. 95 Superb 24bit
isk S graphics cards, | Memory, Floppy Drives, Hard Drives Prog
pnm:rx(lmpacl ink bies, aduptcrs, | e Clber fard Dives. || Paint Program
B monilor share swilches - just bout | - izt | only £69.95
e e |5 one fo prices
- " . _-— ” .
o e e I —————————— I
Imagine a drive which is almost as fast as a hard drive, but | Microvitec 1438 || CD32 Connection Kit MarkIl
which takes disks simila 01 loppy drive 14"Colour | Network to any Amiga or PC
< Multisyne .
Imagine filling this hard drive, and then simply replacing | Monitor. All With SERNET - “Just Click and Go" |
e midge nd instantly having another 105 or even 270 | 0| Amiga modes.
Megabytes of stoage avalable 18 | "529995 “Only £34.99
8
Imagine saving your work 10 carridge, and being able to | *or* since October 831 I .
read the data on any similarly equipped Amiga, PC or MAC | 3 | Phillips 8833 Youvantco et
£ | Monitor. A
From || & | Classic for only
Now youre thinking SYQUESt ... | 110995 | & | 229,00 Upgrade from Connection Kit
g Mark I available — Only £16.99

or one full of clip art

or CDPD
or the latest AMINET CD

ora SCSI controller

or Flowcharting software or

Can’t see what you want? Just

ring (0392) 499 755

lots more than we can show here§

IHow To Order]|

By Post | By Phone.
s o oot | For e
o the adres lephon our sl
e you . } ot your et o debi
eephone umber andthe | card mamber

xpertbuying advice is
availabl a al tmes.

(0392) 499 755

|y o you shee 0

ices Gorvect At Time Of Going To Press.

Edon maste Phons To Contirm LatestPrices. "%}

CD32 keyboard adapter

Fax Modems ||

A'ZO‘;’CD ' [Lightwave
complete with | | Rom Drives
Softwre, Join | | ow 19995 || 3D PAL
the Comms Internal Amiga | mited
revolution! || €D Drivesfrom || P e
Trom £189.95 | | LIS | | vl ot
$ | e sonihingly good |
[ e SCSUHard | | priceo £449.95 |
|  28800bps Drives -all sizes. [f|  Misiowm |
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0392 499 755
@ VISA E

No Hidden
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Al Pries Shown Include VAT Standard Delivery Is P aras,




Picture
problems

Lack of Image Er, take the lens cap off

Obvious but sometimes overlooked on the spur
of the moment

Bad picture quality with “snow"like
specks: Dirty video heads that require a
cleaning tape. If possible and affordable, far
better to et a qualifed engineer do them.
Gulny muddy picture: Lack of sufficient

wobnly image: Bad nerves or something
more serious - a servo fault could have
developed. Hunt out an engineer
ootk ufBpel Qutt pond e
her rage B ol e e Ad s
manually f your camcorder wil et
e ot oparating: Lock
of ambient light, increase the lighiing level to
rectify. If shooting into brightly coloured
scenes, the white balance may well be beyond
Js ool e T < ol conecion

tationary lines or i o gl
foreign body has found its way onto the fens,
i usually move of rotate with any lens action.

Jhotographic tissue and clean the
lens carefully. If this doesn't remove it there

he o e g, Us vl i
counter balance the interefence.

Auto-focus “confused” or not working
Auto-focus window may be dirty or your
fingers are wandering n ront of . blocking its
Drop-out and “snow" present on taj
Either tape is worn out or the recorder needs
1o be booked in for senviing.

Picture instability at edit points: Check
that the VCR being used as the edit recorder
has an insert edit or a backspace facilty to ad
smooth transisons

Lrowing

Sound problems ll .

Excessive wind noise when outdoors: Put a foam-
p it n«me of your

‘woolly soc
the mi or buy a professional wlndqn g

Lens motor whine/rigorous handling picked up on soundtrack: Moving the camera too
much without care where your fingers are wandering can result in creaking and other
such delights on the Soundirack, Motor nelse can sometimes be picked up n quiet
locations when the automatic gain control decides to kick in.

High background noise, low muffied sound: Clean audio heads.

Oscillation or howling noise: When the recording microphone is placed too near a TV
loudspeaker, 2 “howling” sound makes ftself rather apparent. Turn the TV sound down
fully.

troubleshoots
SOMe (omman
mistakes
made by

Pitch change at edit points: One of the more annoying but sometimes inevitable parts
of tape-to-tape editing. To minimise the effect, have professional sevicing of both the
camcorder and VCR.

Operational problems

Camcorder not working: Battery fat. power

fledgling and
erperienced
videographers
alike

already full rewound or forwarded to the end.
ttery short on power. The bane of any.
location shooting - more obvious reasons
include excessive use of auto-focus, autoz0om,
stop/startcontrols. Battery may not be fully
charged o has worn out. Low ambient
temperature; internal presets may need

adjusting by an engineer.

Lack of record function: Check that the Cameorder turns itself off after only a few

safety tab on the video Cassette has not been minutes on pause or stop: Ustially 2 design

removed. S ome B i lon
ampstaerd foncanig ceseus will not N{emawe!y i have run outof

open making i pictur & Redia s

\mwmb‘e 10 0pen the compartment on some R s e

machines.In the worst case, machine may have  cleaning.

eaten the tape and jammed the mechanism Stopping in same place on cassette for no

Whatever the circumstances, never ry and force  reason: Tape is damaged at that partcular

the compartment open. point - throw it n the bin

J Ho)o of caution

itsonlya

10501t out any

afculies you may be having - i most
50 you can be assured that equipment s in safe hands.
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E MUST BE MAD

AMAZlNG OFFERS GENERAL ACCESSORIES
ON 3.5" DSDD DISKS QUALITY MOUSE MAT £2.50

MOUSE POCKET £1.50
25X3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS  £8.95 3.5" HEAD CLEANING DISK _ £1.95
50X3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS £16.45

AMIGA EXTERNAL DISK DRIVE £54.95
100X3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS £31.95 AMIGA REPLACEMENT MOUSE £12.95
" " AMIGA A500 DUST COVER £2.95
200X3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS £59.95
300X3.5" DSDD 135tpi DISKS _ £86.95 AMIGA A800 DUST COVER £2.95
O INCLUDE VAT AND COME COUPLETE WITH LABELS AMIGA A1200 DUST COVER  £2.95
N OR FREE £ FOR 1 GUARANTEE

SPECIAL OFFER W SEECIAL, QF7.ER
200X 3.5" DSDD DISKS £67 95 MOUSE MAT, MOUSE POCKET,
+2X 100 CAP. BOXES ' CLEANING DISK, DUST COVER 7 5
(PLEASE STATE A500, /AB00 OR A1200) ]
ma bl [EEVRY | 0THER ACCESSORIES
CHAOS ENGINE 212:95 AMIGA TO SCART CABLE £12.95

JOYSTICK EXT. CABLE £4.95
NICK FALDO'S GOLF £9.95 BOSHIFT MSE/JST 12,
D TAeIES e ROBOSHIFT MSE/JSTICK SWITCH £12.95

AMIGA NULL MODEM CABLE  £9.95
ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST

MSE/JSTICK TWIN EXTENDERS  £5.95
AMIGA ANALOGUE J/STICK AD. £5.95
DISK STORAGE BOXES
' SUR FLIP TOP STORAGE BOXES ARE OF AHIGH QUAL

/A500 REPLACEMENT MODULATOR £39.95
ALITY
'ANTI-STATIC DESIGN AND COME COMPLETE WITH LOCK,

AMIGA STEREO SPEAKERS £17.95
AMIGA PRO STEREO SPEAKERS £54.95

g e el fogmad B THIS MONTHS SPECIAL OFFERS

£3.50 SKIDMARKS £17.95

35" X 20 CAPACITY BOX MONKEY ISLAND 2 £24.94
3.5" X 10 CAPACITY BOX WORDWORTH V3 £50.95
00L 2 £14.95
COMBAT AIR PATROL £17.95
WIZ N LIZ £14.95
MICRO MACHINES £17.95

EACH B ol HK

CANNON FODDER £19.95
ONLY £7- 95 eaCh. ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST - ONLY WHILE STOCKS LAST
200 CAPACITY £ 2 9 VISIT OUR SHOP WHERE THESE AND MANY MORE
DRAWER TYPE 1 . 5 PRODUCTS ARE ON DISPLAY ALL AT LOW PRICES

PLEASE ADD £3.50 FOR P&P
(UK MAINLAND ONLY - OTHER DESTINATIONS WILL BE CHARGED AT COST)
CHEQUES, P/0'S TO:-

g i MICROMANIAGcep ame

5/ [ 74 OLDBURY ROAD, ROWLEY REGIS,

Ll o \_ WARLEY, WEST MIDLANDS B65 0JS

21 559 1002

ty. Al



he massive range o edit funcions
availbe on the average Amiga
em prety bewildering
attimes, but four faciltiesstand head-and-
shoulders above the rest when it comes to making
fife easy for the wouldbe musican.
Transpositon, changing the key of eithr all or

melody that i reused later in different keys its
possble to paste n copies of the melody fat
appropriate postions) and transpose them as

‘Aot of people use the key of C for il o theit
Kepbard werk nd then rse e e
o down o the required key - it saves havi

ot o 0y i e 8
pleces of musc are harder to play n some keys
than others but the key of C i invariably the

; N

casest].

There are even vald easonsfor serous e 2GR

musicans opting out inthis admitedy easy

fashion, Supposing, for intance. you are a trumpet
yer who s nteresed only in reating backing

tracks to play along wih.

You may decide that learing how t0 piay a
pano operty especiallysine It not
really the instrument thet iterets you, i not
feasibl gven the amount o time you have
avaiabie.

s you want o lay  bas ine theme.

0033

1 Events

10, se the sequencer recording, and then play
the bass notes.

chances are that although your timing
might be reasonably accurate it will ot be one
hundred percent perfect. What you could do now.

1.124
00:01:04.09

sequences it s possible o get the synthesizer 1o
You

Simple
solutions

SPRRISH per

SEUENCER

(U2 GBS QB4 SET

» otean (D
STORE
o
DLETE
PEVB

Ackuitar

g b a s

e timing

3 eat quantize adj
of the notes in the rack so tat they fall exacty on  might suspe

e e creong W el o1

ect
program change command o a sequence is 1o

bl using
an evnt editor - such things il awys be well

Nowthaia very el but here 5. 5039

g

sense s their event editors

46,8 notes
per bar etc tend to make the music sound
“mechanical”

jon lmml’(wymrulm of e s gone

TRICKY

I practice thi does work, butt s usually easer

a
places other than the start of a track or sequence,
low you might be asking why one would want
toinsert  program change command into the:
midde, or possibly the end, of  sequence. There.

pama\ quanisaton.”One apton s o tdy e, 18

e several easor
i

sty.

Anolhev is o only quantize those notes it

the
and Dsgm playing fn time] on the fstbeat of a

slctng 3 voice, g a
song. Secondly, you may be controling some

both uselul

and effectivel

are added s, ke most v operatins,

other ok of equpmen it s mmen onwhen
5t before

g e ighot ever s foapiay

although it s ahways

Re-channelling

Another useful facility, which can be applied to cither whole
iracks or ranged parts of  sequence I the conversion of data
el o e s itferent Midi channel

This, not surprisingly, is called re<hannelling. Imagi
b piana/violin/bass song has been created using Midi
channels 1, 2 and 3 respectively but that the multi-timbral
synthesizer setting also has a spare channel (set to Midi channel
3) available but not in use.

You might decide to make use of the extra channel/voice slot
to include a second violin sound hoping to “thicken up’, i.c.
harmonically enri original violin sound.

ot example this would just involve copying the

existing Midi channel 2 to a spare sequencer track and then re-

Shanelieg e e o that all channel 2 events were
oo i ool
Shiar i Foumiad M. shmiiar e 48
dlnlnqulmahl-, some extra editing could be done - a small time
delay (usually called a time shift] could be added to one of the
tracks, or the second violin track could be transposed up or down
an octave.
Some sequencers wil even let you add smal random variations
to the note timing so that the second track sounds more like a
second musician trying to play in unison.
“This “sound layering’ as been used in studios for years to
improve weak sounding voices. Who knows, it might even lead to
your own top twent

a Computing
DECEMBER 1994
DECEMEE

(onfused about
how a Midi
SpqURNCer (an
help you makse

better music?
Paul Dueraa
explains the
purpose of four
important
sequence
editing
operations




INTERNATIONAL SOFTWARE DISTRIBUTOR
SPECIALISING IN MULTIMEDIA PRODUCTS
(DISK OR CD-FORMAT) FOR AMIGA,
AMIGA CD-ROM & AMIGA CD 32

SEEKS

EXCITING NEW
PRODUCTS
FOR DISTRIBUTION
THROUGHOUT
‘GERMANY,
SWITZERLAND
& AUSTRIA

ADDITIONAL
DEALER OUTLETS

&

GTI CURRENTLY DISTRIBUTES TOP AMIGA PRODUCTS
FROM: ALMATHERA, EUROPRESS, FRED FISH, HI-SOFT,
MMM, OASE, OPTONICA, OSSOWSKI, PSYGNOSIS, WALNUT
CREEK, XETEC & MANY OTHER WELL KNOWN COMPANIES.

L

ALL COUNTRIES

"~ Grenvile Trading Internatonal GblH
smiblenves

Oberursel

Tek: +449) 6171 85937

Fax: 449) 61718302

ANIME PROJECTS @ ANIME UK  WESTERN CONNECTION

MAVERICK

MAIL ORDER INTO THE 21ST CENTURY

*\ANGA @ KISEKI  CRUSADER # ANIANIA

ALL MANGA VIDEOS AND MERCHANDISE IN STOCK

PHONE OUR CREDIT CARD
AND INFORMATION HOTLINE

B

0989 767 655 | wwem

FREE CATALOGUE AVAILABLE =~
MAVERICK MAIL ORDER LTD

PO BOX 7, ROSS ON WYE, HEREFORDSHIRE. HR9 7YX.
TEL: 0989 767655 FAX: 0989 768563

FROM

NEW GENLOCK

RENDALE

£299 including VAT and delivery.

modes are offered, including two keyhole modes.

Buy this new genlock directly from the manufacturers, at a price of only

COME TO RENDALE, GET THE BEST.

Contact: Marcam Ltd., 62 Tenter Road, Moulton Park,
Northampton NN3 6AX.
Tel: 01604 790466 Fax: 01604 647403

At last, the new Super-VHS
genlock from Rendale is
available. The Super-9402 is a
true S-VHS genlock, offering
high quality output, together with
other features. It offers the ability
to fade Amiga graphics in and
out, and also to cross fade
between Amiga graphics and
your video input. Various extra

SECEMBER 1004




e thing you can do on the Ineet f

You don't have a dial up, ike a Demon

‘account etc. is mailing fsts. These are.
a 501t of extension of the conference idea,
whereby st of messages are posted to your
‘mail box address, and contributions are mailed
0.2 mail st server which does al the posting

Mailing lss are fun, but usually up the level
of rafic going into your mailbox by an order of
‘magnitude, and it fairly common that new
users o mailing lists unsubscribe ater th first
posting to their mailbox.

However, malng lsts can be fun, and to get
you started here i a st of the maiing fsts you
can access.

The protocol for maling s is as follows: You
‘normaly send a message to a s server at 2
subscription address (usually diffeent to the one
to which you send contributions to the ist) with
the fine:

subscribe
or similar and therealter you get a load of mail
every time you log on. For example, to subscribe:
o the Lightwave lst you send a message:

L ani

apating

subseribe Lightua
putink.co.ut

and youre on. Many (istservers carry more than
one s but a few only carry one, 50 on those:
systems you can omitthe listname. The sysops
wil pull you up if you go wror

The sts cover a number of diverse topics and
the chances are that you will be able o find a
mailing st on most of the subjects you are
interested in. The only requirement of the
system i that you have a mailbox which is
capable of being mailed from outside your
system over the Internet, which means just
about any system, up t0 and including
CompuSene.

The more obscure st are deailed below:

List OF Lists - The list of Internet Mailing Lists
contains a comprehensive [putting it mildly st
of all the mailing fsts you can put yourself on.
Put yourself on more than one of these and you
Could get anything up to a book's worth of text
every day. To get a copy of thefs of st you
can either FP o

fpnise.sricon

and ook in the /netinfo/iterestgroups
directory. or email

il-serverinisesri o

and in the body of the message leave the text:
send netintolinterest-groups

You will then receive a copy of the biggest st
over 500 pages) of detailed instructions about
mailing sts and most of the lsts avaiable when
the st was compiled

Mailing List Search - To do a search through
the various mailng lts, presumably to find 2
subject not covered in the st of fss, you can
use gopher to access

and Iook under Intenet Resources, MailLists
There you will find a search engine to navigate
‘you through the various lst servers to find what
you are looking for

Exploring Caves - The caving maling st s for
anyone who's happiest underground.
subscripton address i

canerserqustivist iy
and the address for postings to the st s

caversiist ety

Ballooning - For il of you who hate t
underground, but quite ke being in the air
under a hot airballoon. The subscription address
is

Balloon-requestlut.ac. ok
and the address for postings to the st s

Leonilat.ac.sk

Postman

Photography - The photography s, for all
you budding David Balleys out there, is
‘available from the mailing st subscription
address

Ustsersabuacea.itnet
and the address for postings [0 the st s

o-labuacea.bitnet

Film Music - For discussion about fim music
and musi for TV and video, Anyone wanting to
be John Willams when they grow up should
use the subscription address

Ustservaucs. indtans edu

and the address for postings to the st s
Filnus-iubuadecs.fndians, edy

Camel Research - Wel, someone has to be

nterested in Camel rearing and feeding, Im

sure, and also the latest research on camels and

camel awareness.I's based at the Camel
Research Centre at King Faisal Universiy, Saudi

Comies - For the discussion o rare comics, cal
The i

coniserequestivord.std.con

and the address for postings to the st s

confrduorté

Eesmons o Kbt o poue
mailing I

Avabia, of course.

Ustservasstfuld bitnet

and the address for postings to the st s
camel-Lasakiu bithet

Lightwave - The mailing st devoted to
NewTek's Lightwave program. Subscribe to

oy

pagae-requestidrycas.club.ce.ca

and the address for postings to the st s

Uistservanes

and the address or postings to th fsi:

Uightuane-Lanetcon,con

SECEMBER 1994
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eg y
i a meter program for Amos which
allows you 10 show a task in operaton by

the use of a meter - a gauge which sowy fils up

ffom the et o theright. Wel, requiar contributor

Malcolm Lavery took i 1o heart and has come up

with his own routine along simiar ines, and | ke it

50 much | thought you might ke 100,

The program, called 30 Meter, ot only shows you
the mete, but It shows you how 10 esize the meter
with the mouse as it ls up. I s  ice bunch of
routines and nicely coded for the hard of thinking,

The program starts with th te, then of course
there i al the setup suff.

Vartables assigned, you then have to open a screen:

pen 0,600,256, 16, Hires

nleite
SULSTFF, S0, SEEE 950 S35, 887,400 8800, 300,80,
s,

O8F £ 0ls 0 ¢ Flash o1
Linit Rouse 0,0 To 660,500
Thats th frst screen, including a custom palette and

‘amouse It t0o. As we are going t0 do afastne.
redrawing move, we aso need a second screen

oot s 1,440,581

w,mr,,,xm SEEE 899,533, 44751008800, 30,880

Grstr s 05 s ot
Right. Now fyou are doing any fastipping, page-
b skratongpe gy e o amcn
Double Buffer o et do that nex

Double Buffer
o e Off
Linit Rouse 0,0 To 640,500
The Autoback and Bob Update Off commands control
the rate at which the sreen i updated. Autoback 0
means that the Autoback sstem s tumed offand the
graphics are rawn o the logical screen as fast s

possile. Bob update Off means that automatic screen
Updates are tumed offoo.

Now we arefiraly reacy to cal the 30 Display PROC:
_SUBISPLAE,0,639,255,0,61

dd a it explanatory text. in ink colour 06

0
Text 150,20, 4AY SIZE RETER CN 5E PRODUCED AVE
Text 150,250, D 11 ANY COLORS CLICK NOUSE 0T~
o
and then calthe 30 Meter PROC
3 RETERCE XS, YS2E, VAL, FCOL3COL

Then you can copy the contents of screen 010 1

e e s, ko e lrk e

add o the ength of the bar with the.
varable:

e Gy 010 1
scren Sup

ey
K4 g2

e 0 and set the starting mouse coords:

Sereen 0
1 Rouse

¥ touses10)

b s i
colours of the bars i the e

Bt
)

This brings us o the loop. The fist b onrols the.
coloursofthe bars n the meter using the mouse:
buttons, and the sze o the box

mxm S o
s Rosse)
it

1t
Loop

but

LIS

1o
VT 10

Ink ShN

FHELGHT 203

I 1
Drow X101 To BT, HRELENT

w1 o AT

To £ HEIGHT-1

un T 102 T T T2
it

a Y2 To 12 NI

S YR o YT, ti2

e proc

The vaues are passed tothe PROCS by variables
Wwhich means you can change the sze, and the

what about the PROCS? These arevery smple and
clegant

Do it
yourself

See if you can write a program

by your imagination.

bos
you go dong

Amiga Computing
E

BER

o
Ink BT

draw 1, To Yoy
Braw XY To X,VHEIGHT
o

rav

94

i JI"UV[I 1NIBTH ML, 00T, FELLD

NIV, To TAIBTE TG
brak DT, VAEIGHT To £ VHEIGHT

L
Bar B0 To FAIOTR-T TORELGHT-1
ot

time as

Write
stuff

If you have an Amos

House, Adington Park
Macclesield SK10 4N,



ONLY POOLS & HORSES

fiware which predicted Norton's Coin, at 100/1, to
o il order. To get
1s

ayable to
or Visa), for the sum of only:

£34.95 inc VAT & P&P

AMIGA COMPUTING READERS' SPECI
Buy pster™ and receive The Dogs', our Greyhound
Racing software, or m Punter™, our ‘pools softwas
ate th
offices. Wi GIVING AW, o pi
Tipster™ sold. Purchase two and g

245,55 including PAP and VAT

oday, we cannot keep this
than one month.
A demo disk is available for £9.95
(Re-fundable against purchase).

0 BOX 7, SIDMOUTH, DEVON EX10 0TD

e Hours T 01395 567073

INCREDIBLE
NEW RELEASE

FOUR GREAT GAMES
and all this Maths revision
Times Tables
Addition
Subtraction
Multiplication
Division

ons
Decimals
Using calculators
Shape & Space
Money problems
Measurements
Number patterns

AMIGA MATHS ADVENTURE
For ages 6-14 Price £25.99 inc. VAT

Now ava?lable from your dealer or direct from Kosmos.

Write or telephone for our new FREE 16-page colour brochure of
‘Educational and Leisure software (Please state computer type)
Kosmos Software Lig, FREEPOST (v samp needed)

‘ALE, Beds. LUS 68
Tnlephone e o o 575406

EDUCATION ADVENTURES
Written by experienced teachers

s DRAGONS. Ag

aw,w.i_,w“ N B e o nunbor Sum ype nd degre o difcly
e O e cover of o M Dragons, you s s he ccterd pioes Sex
e o e v of e by oo

12

v o g e e e e e

e ot e iy
p‘ W pe of bicges, eoch with o

3
vhe o s e " g bare o s o

B——
I N s

P s s o o o
P e oy, g o o
hT el R o oo
ehoi ot ,‘,JL ool
CAVE MAZE. Ages

ot wmy e s e You b bl o o ey o by
o i o oo s o

umww, ey Ko iy
oo, hy shodd b 00 uch

AUDIO GALLERY

Audio Gallery, from Fairbrothers Inc., brings a for-
eign language fo i

ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, ITALIAN, PORTUGUESE,
SPANISH - £35.9:

CHINESE, JAPANESE, KOREAN, RUSSIAN - £39.95

o e o 4t 1 e et v gl e e
ook S Ty S e e s of i ey
o g o e e
o d SECTACUA 0 ety T i 0, b ofspoch s
ik by o ot o mm Barned T aiod 1o sk o word

seviwns .

Sty bons
il =
ety ﬂ:‘.,rw.,f.m

vign oo, the Aubo Golry s s indipenale oy
ey D e ooz Ao
e e e | Ry oo

ol rginl e i 2 rore ing.Fabrobor i h US s apporenly cxhiewd e

R Gl hovght ond i,
PICTURS FRACTIONS. Ages 710

s desi rovide o complee Horary of averydey words i o whole range. of
e e R T

it 2ot s fcn vk oty o
e e 2 o St o o . om0 s

bl pmm"\wxu o mmsws i word o o o

rracriow cosuNs.

byrrelyompey o

30
W ol f e s of number con be sl 4 on

+ All words and phrases Fully Digitized Speech

* Includes Dictionary, Pronunciation Guide, Q-Iml
% 25.30 Topics such as Weather, Numbs
+ 7.8 Disk Set - For the Student, Traveller, el

Coombe Valley Software * 18 Nelson Close * Teignmouth * Devon T014 SNH
Tel: 0626 779695

Send SAE for details. Send 50p or disc for demu Please specify your computer and software in which you are interested.

YT T T YY)




our mother aways told you never to
judge 3 book by is cover, and while
the may be tue, the realty s
that the covers of most publcations are specally
designed to attract your attention and make you
want to read them At the very leas, covers
exist 10 tellyou what to expect inside.
fow you design your cover epends on the
Jobit has to do, I ' there justto identiy the
contents and stop the pages wearing out, then
a bold tte on some stiff card will be good
enough. Smple typography i the order of the
day forthis type of cover.
ere are two o three elements to be
considered: the e, afew lines expanding on
the ite [often called ‘cover ines", a

single ine. as two ines (‘double decked') three
e R Bt o

" e 45 6 e e o
e il o 1, cnsder

setting that word larger, ofin a different font or

syl
Roll the tite around your head and get a fee!
for the mood t arouses in you. Does it make
you feel angry or indignant? Then don't set the:
tide smallin 2 wimpish font. O maybe that's
exacty the contrast in emations you'd fike to

Bial B i nes cont e e

s cben
{rer 1 nlofmaton hat wi b of aianage o
them

Does the tile make you feel nothing? Then
either you are a Vuican or you need 2 new tte.

nce decided on the size and shape of the
tite, step back and look to see f there is any
simple design that will ‘st t off". Would a
frame help? Or a ule above and below?

‘Avoid “funny” cartoons. You might think t s
sublly amusing and sums up the tte but
someone else may see it entirly differently and
be putoff by i, or even take offence.

B e o e sscsrton

Ifthe publication is the work of one person
and that person wants their name on It what
you do with the author's name depends on
who the author is.

Ifthe author i a recognised authority on the.
subject, and f there are rival publcations on
the subject, then it will help your publication if
the author's name i prominent
more prominent than the tde isel.

Many, many book covers use this rick. But if
the author Is not well known, setting hs or her

And ahways keep in lite

e wh not cah he ye o he casal

reader, too much decoration will be tcmumg
the e

name n tal, bulky yser
remind people that they have never heard of
hefshe.

decoradon on#s own.

i many.
auhors rams g one ot e xpmal

ten reasons
why it might

be better to put

it somewhere else

ten

i somewhere else

Study the shapes made by the
words; watortlls and saircases
aro considered poor design.

treatment may very well upset th others. No
e 0 you want an upset author crying down

Word wise

over fne atyour
e by Singl font and style, smaller than the i, bu not 5o small at they

cannot be read easly from a ew feet away

peril

‘Again, write down the words in different ways ~ double decked, triple decked, different

Justiications and 5o on — and study the shapes tht resu
s

ult. Avoid waterals or stairases, where each

Forcompany report s ohen et

o
standard layout that will contain the name of
your firm or department, and “holes” in the
design where e, cover fines and the author's
‘name go, plus any other variable detais that

line s a e

ng
sy smusee 1t e p e esere o 2 publication,or of the story which i being advertied

rames o rules will be on this standard cover.
You can get ths printed umpteen times, and

words than are

necessary (0 get the message across. e you sy st e ek ok e e
| front cover iterlly on the reverse side of the cover] or on the back

are necessary. Thin card can be used with most
Iaser printers  for Inkje printrs that won't
take thin card you might ke to use coloured
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—{IREADERS OFFERS H

" RELEASE THE POWER
AN AMIGA COMPLUTING

THERE ARE NO
PRICE CHANGES
DUE TO CURRENT
MEMORY
SHORTAGES. THESE
ARE TODAY'S

AY
PRICES AVAILABLE
1

i Sove on the P&P. ick up your upgrade and save
on delvery charges. Wh's more, bring your
MEMORY NEVER NEW et vy avcve il H yor ey
TEST EXISTED! pgrade and s for feel. Personl cllers re very
‘welcame but please phane beforevisiing fo confirm the fem

SOFTWARE. A Fou wantis in stock. We hove disabled access.

THANKS TO THE HUGE BUYING POWER OF AMIGA COMPUTING WE CAN GIVE
OUR READERS THE CHEAPEST HIGH QUALITY AMIGA UPGRADES AND OTHER
CESSORIES FOR YOUR AMIGA.

2 7. 28 doy no-quibble money back
et et iz quarantee.

8. We are ere il 8pm every day
during the weel

hss e T P TR 7 9. 24 hour order hoflne.

Alihe products offered by AMIGA 10. Because we only sell a few ifems, your

COMPUTING hove been corefuly selected ;"der vl '&mu“v be supplied stoight

) " rom our sfocks

byl G850 1 15y ol bl

aur huge buying power, we con delver fo procssed fhe lem you order isnot

our readers the best producs ot the best

in sfoc!
12, Experienced sclessofcre on hand for

L when you order o if you need advice
1. All memory boords are popuoied wih before placing o order.
memory.
2. Almenoy bt e indiduolly
fest
£7.99) . swporonakpenginess oo TURBO DELIVERY
A superh phone cal oway NEXT DAY DESPATCH
replacement 4. All memory upgrodes ore simpl o i, AVAILABLE FOR ORDERS

Amiga mouse. irap door upgrades - no soldering and
This Amiga Compufing mouse is a major no need fo open your Amiga's case.
enhancement because it uses micro swifches No minimem order and no credit cord
for the buions. Our mouse also has a much surchorges

PLACED BY TELEPHONE
INLY

POSTAGE AND PACKING
FOR TUR%‘)EDSESPATCH

o

Ingher resolution - 280 dofs per inch which o m 4 !
means you need much less desk space and lemory upgrades carry a five yeor
You get @ much finer control warranty.

Amiga Computing
D EMBER



READERS OFFERS

OF YOUR AMIGA WITH
MEMORY UPGRADE!

AMIGA A500 AMIGA AGOO
e iy Y

Upgrade to IMb | Upgrade inc.Clock Upgrade to 1.5Mb | Upgrade fo 2Mb Upgrade to 2Mb | Upgrade inc.Clock

DD DD

BAAT1

Our A1200 upgrades come complete with clock and optional 25Mhz maths coprocessor.
They fit in the trap door and feature full 32bit Fast Ram.

Upgradeto 4Mb  Upgradeinc.Math  Upgrade fo 8Mb  Upgrade inc. Math

&> & D> D

PRIORITY ORDER FORM

Order by eephone by coling 04873 582 Mon to Fri 10am to 8pm / Sat 10am to 4pm.

ORDER HOTLINE

-
i
1
1
| T —
1 Q) Mouse 99 |DovoyAddes_____
OERT NIRRT
lnes e mommed rom Monday | 01 AS0D upgrode o 1M inc doc...£17.99 Poskode 7
to Friday 10am fo 8pm and on } 2 AS00+ upgrade fo 1.5Mb £1399 [S-cosromen perAns ]
auwvdﬂm‘r‘wg-g ":h"’"'h 1 0 A500+ upgrade fo 2Mb. £2099 |
 call outsid these hours you con ame
plocs cn orde by answer phore jutgve he | 01 AGD0 upgrade o 24, £2299 | s o e v o e s o o Cora
Information on the order form n he order it 1 0 AG00 upgrade fo 2Mb inc.clock..£27.99 | poymet b hs nehd]
appears. You might find it casier fo complete the | (1 41200 upgrode fo 4Mb. £129.00 | Telephone No: | ]
crderform before cling s hatyou cneed . 0 41200 upgrode 1o b (Coprol. £15400 i
i b vy sty | 5 AT200 upgrode o 6 £189.00 | Credi Cord " H
B evammrassr 7" 1 0 A1200 upgrode o 6Mb (Copro). £21400 | T f~m
Mooy o ey bowems 0omand 67 § QA0 Cofeasorory Ziif,aien o a a
@ M ( 1 TOTAL GOODS VALLE Card
W\ | PP (1 fem=2200 vyl |
| 2o mote s £3.00) e e
AMIGA COMPUTING SPECIAL OFFERS TALORDER i —
COMPO SOFIWARE [D. ! Tfh‘ Lo VI:LUE: S
UNIT 3, GREEN FARM, ABBOTTS RPTON, [ e ottt S s P PSP
HUNTINGDON, CAMBS PE17 26F | gon Cam T
(i

Cheques Payable 1o Compo Software

e o - - e e o o o

[Amiga Computing]
DECEMBER



OPOSSTPFE L E

s long ax your ad is ton
s o s 3 sy
e vl o wart mere
space you'l Tind unrivaied

Jueformoney - for Instance, 25
wards cost Just £10.Fill i the orm
and

below ar
i 8 spikable) - nd remeber 10
umbert

s 00040 1200 KO 6 A, s
Tet 0664

o vk i 5 o i games . €325
oo Tel-0296 681107
1940 montr, €160 bosed 3 new. el Viy

9513342, Lonon

@ ot 16 e
Badowaer i, Englond TR BEL
@ Withe i s 551 Gty 0374
769475

'ATigaA1200, 2, two extemal dives, bored,
£250. Tk 0403267578

Classifieds

r

Deliver to.
Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)
Address

Postcode

Complete the coupon an:

You can'order b
Payable by credit card (Visa, Eurt

cardno. [T [ ]

Rest of World

You can order by card on: Tel:

Card no.

\E I )

the chance to upgrade in the nea

A4D00 030 85Mb Hard Dive 4 memoy, £700.
Tek 0252 614366.

0 0.Day for sk s new, €10, Tl 0602 208511
new £90 ono. Tt

forph s, unwanied gt 25

0934 576024
@i o et 200 s 3.
compler, £50 aro, Tel 0585

-samus o ook e, 15 T 0585

& o kel Hagebook oy €6.Te
0585 461406.

@ €032, mouse, sotware bored s new, £150.Tek
Bedford 8431
1070 swapping AS00.Tor Adersen, Anditk 14, -

2323 ngs, Ny
Mas Ambs 10, Srcust 5. Immeral
g ez s
s vare,Darer
ot 3

SLCZSMHD £50. Tt 0403 242102
@ Srasc Park game or s, boved €10
et 0628 20156
@ Eps0n L0100 printerfor sle £150ano.
Tet 0226 286297
Contactwanted. send st M. Mz, 32 T D~
Dukr, Zeun, Mata, ZINGZ.
®Fr e Arig 1200+ 35000

éom
@ Amiga contact wanied, Amands, 150 Fid Rd.

ot s s, 7 T s n
mm N5P T2

Please send me Edge 2.0 (the full product)

Daytime Telephone

pe
INOVAtronics GmbH, Lise-Meitner-Str. 1, 85716 Unterschleissheim, Germany
‘card on: Tel: 010 49 89 3173164 Fax: 010 49 89 3174957

INOVATronics Inc, 8499 Greenville Ave.#209B, Dallas, TX 75231

010 1214 340 4991 Fax: 010 1214 240 8514
Payable by cred card Vi, EuroGard & American Express)

INOVAtronics and Amiga Computing will hopefuly be able to offer non-credit card holders

Forgeas o il Genetator o sk, 25, Tl Shane 0703
e 0585 861406 & Wb x5 s 3 OFF, 25 eac, 50387 St
er Forsm
Name
Address !

Telephone

Postcode

Cheques should be made payable to * Amiga Computing

P o 18 .01 . o
R
signed

Send to: AC Classifieds, Europa House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP

phans mber/addees I the
el

advert on the form!

Engrossed by our Edge 2.0 <w.mlm Make sure you take it
all the way with the full package, Including manual, for the
special offer price of ust $75 (including $15 for shipping).
zuga 2.0 Is a text editor with configurable power that
. When it :ome! to working on AmigaDOS

d return it to;

oCard & American Express)

I LI —

Expiydae[ |

«r future, at which point you will be notiied in the magazine

Amiga Co ng
DECEMEER 054



50 TOP AMIGA GAMES

FOR ONLY £9.99 POSTPAID!!

FUTURE SOFTWARE (AC)
& Magnolla Park. Dunmurry, Belfast BT17 0DS
All AMIGAS - 1 MEGABYTE MINIMUM!
Cheques and Postal Orders
Fast Despatch on orders. ‘Overseas add £2.00.

ATTACK HELICOPTER FLIGHT SIMULATOR

“Serious flight modelling that requires skill to master

Sm = )

Not avilable on other sims, Author B.

dynamics modell

LowgsT PRICED TP QUALITY
RIBBONS, INKJETS, TO‘\JERS & Disks

e

o )

e e e
ngnsandWEWlLLBEATnl]nmearhbmp ices
kjets, Ink Refils & Toners

i
1008 1501
g it

3D Camin ki p in
in AmiE 0o Dok Covr 9
e A B g

Only £9.95 Includes Instruction manual, postage and packing.

ek T s e i e
o Onder: Pl end you e & i wih chegse r ol o 9.9 e o
e A1 8 e R Gl oy oy L8 4

e
All Prices INCLUDE VAT (@ 17%%) & UK Delivery

Ring us or send chegues to:
Owl Associates Ltd, Dept 270, Owl Ho
5The Brambies,

Unit 6, Ashway Centre
Eim Crescent
Kingston-Upon-Thames
Surrey K2 6HH

REPAIRS WHI

+ AMIGA AS00 REPAIRS WITHOUT DIAGNOSTIC et
« FIXED CHARGES (A500 AND AS00+ ONLY)
« FAST TURNAROUND

< BANY COMPUTIR HPAIRS BN WHILK.YOU WA

+ WE PROVIDE P! SERVICE FOR R FOR ONLY £6.00 + VAT
© QUOTATION ON AGGO/ATE00 AND MONITOR REPAIRS

19.95 MOUSE MAT
19.95 DUST COVER.

-U-WAIT!!!

Computers (UK) ud Telephone Mon-Fri 9am-6.30pm

Sat -9am-5.00pm

081-546 9575

Tel/Fax: 081-541 4671

MONITOR

1 MEG 3.5" A500 Internal.
1 MEG 3.5" A600 Internal
1 MEG 3.5" A1200 Internal .

CHIPS AND SPARES

KICKSTART ROM V1.3 24.95
KICKSTART ROM V2.04......29.95

8375 1 MEG FATTER AGNUS.34.95
G375 2 MEG FATER AGNUS.39.95
19.95

34.95 SUPER PRO ZIPSTICK KICKSTART ROM V205 ....34.95  PAULA. el
44.95 10 BRANDED BLANK DISKS ASO/AS00 + KEYBOARD ....44.95  Cn 995
1495 10 UNBRANDED BLANK DISKS. 595 || AGODIATZ0D + KEYBOARD..£9.95 6306 1495
SCART LEAD. 14.95 PRINTER CABLE 95 | | amcapsy 44956570 KEVBOARD CHIP ....19.95

s include

g
+ Sme DAY DESPATCH subject 10 avalabilty

i pric A
o i
 Postage Chrges £350 by Royel el o £6.00 + VAT for couier
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COMPUTER CONTROLLED ROBOTICS

TH i et sy i, i Bl s
e wum\m‘emu;unuf "G o Aniga e

UGGY KIT £17.05 T o 3

o e e D e

o edag (o U0 P

e "mg:%;cm;r P
SHTCHSOFT Ot AT 2 Py, SogonCo a0 O

FAST AMIGA REPAIRS

FAULTY TROUBLESOME COMPUTER??
Send or deliver 1o the experts for fast reliable repair of your beloved Amiga 500
FOR ONLY £44.00 INC,*

DRIVE OR KEVBOARD REPLACEMENT + £10

COLLECTION SERVICE IXCIIAH.! lll\llﬂ
AVAILABLE DOOR TO DOOR

ANYWHERE IN U.K.
£5 EACH WAY

* WE RESERVE THE RIGHT 10 REFUSE ANY MACHINE

@ FAST COMPUTER SERVICES, TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON SE1 2HG. TEL: 071 252 3553

= '\ludc I-w ( mnpmen rel 11!
Chtrs D
oGy 0 ek

= ey
Pt i

D 5 L oms £

e

SIMMs

mw wion

AMIGA REPAIRS

FIXED PRICE ONLY £42, 99 incl . mwonr
B et
e (1 Ve

TDE Hard Drives (SCS

'DIAGNOSTICS, SERVICE AND SOAK test
It drive or keyboard need replacing add £10

AMIGA A1200 Repairs only £62.99 — Fully lncluslva
IAL OFFERS

Tntermal Drive £36.20  AG00/1200 Iternal Drive 5.5690
) 50 eyboard (UK}

A \IIl\TIU\ ALL DEALERS A
e dener epit srvic ol Boecompates.
e e S FORFRES NRORMATION PACK TODAY

Service HOTLINE (0533) 470059 by
DART Computer Services [} —UAl -
105 London Road Computer Services

Gt

LEICESTER LE2 OPF e ke i of DA Corptrs i
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HARD DRIVES

DISK EXPANDER

POWER COMPUTING

DESIGN and INN VATION

MEGACHIP

Produce 256 greyscale imags

machine). scan in 64 grey

Amiga can only display

2dd text to scan
A1200/600 version avaable

POWERSCAN ¢ ary

POWERSCAN 4 OCR €139
SCAN INTERFACE o
POWERSCAN 4 S/W €20
OCR SOFTWARE .

EPSON SCANNER

Powerscan orImage FX scarrng software.

GT-6501
GT-650;

POWERSCAN (599

COLOURSCAN

The new 18-t colour handscanner produces

OCR optonal extra

COLOUR POWERSCAN (239

AWARD winning PR

can supply SCSI or IDE 35725 hard
drives i many dferent szes. Inchuding cables

and instadaton software

Disk xpander ncudes the folowing features
Can add 50% to your hard drve capacty

omMB IDE 2.5 s
1208 IDE 2.5 C159.95
170MB IDE 2.5" Qs

1GB SCSI/IDE 3,57
268 SCSI/IDE 3.57 €1099.95

OPTICAL DRIVE
Power award wining 126MB optical dsk drve
128MB OPTICAL INT. (549
128MB OPTICAL EXT. (649
1288 OPTICAL DISK €29
SCSI CONTROLL! .

SYQUEST DRIVE

Remoiabl storage systems fom Syquest.

3.57 IDE INTERNAL (399
3.5" IDE EXTERNAL (499
SMB CART. as
3.57 SCSI VERSIONS (POA

TANDEM CD-DE

Relabie intets-no data compton
Worls with aldrves, SCS., IDE, oppy, etc
Works on any Aiga and any Kistart

Once installed the program is transparent to
the user
DISK EXPANDER as

FLOPPY EXPANDER  (9.95

VIDEO BACKUP

Increase your Amiga 5002000 chip RAM to 2
total of 2MB. MegaChip does this by using s
own IMB of RAM and draving extra memory.
from any other RAM you have installed in
your Amigs. No solderng i required.

Use  VCR as a backup device. 200 floppy
disks ft on to a 4Hr tape . Video Backup
alows youto watch televsion on your 1084
montor

VIDEO BACKUP SCART cé5
VIDEO BACKUP PHONO ¢60

ACEEX MODEM

NoT 8T 0
APPROVED

Extemdl

RAM asy
MEMORY
We manufacture a vast range of memory
cards or all the Aiga range of computers
Plase telephone usfo prices and avaiabiy
WARP ENGINE

The high speed 040 board which installs
diecty into the CPU s, ot a Zorro ll sot!

WARP ENGINE 28MHz (199
WARP ENGINE 40MHz (1199

WORKBENCH 2.1

Release 2.1 enhancer, incuing 2.1 software.

FullHaynes AT command set supported
Supports cass 1, L and 3 fox commands
Faxsend and receve

Auto dal and auto ansver

Supports error corection and detecion
Leased Ine support.

Forthe Amiga

Supports Misuma CD-ROM drve

Supports Syquest 35" drives

Supports IDERard drves

Ply audio CD utity

Requires Kicksart 204 and above.
i

ACCEX MODEM v32bis (169
ACCEX v31 TRAPFAX €199

MISCELLANEOUS

MipI s

TANDEM CD.DE CARD €69
CD-DE AI200 CARD €69
CD-DE CARD, CD-ROM (129
MITSUMA CD-ROM €169

puCTs

44alb Stanley St. Bedford MK41 TRW

0 Blrior:
facsimile

0234 273000
0234 352207

VGA ADAPTOR as

2.1 ENHANCER w
ROM SHARE INC. 2.04 ¢59
2.04 ROM CHIP. as

PREMIER VISION

Youe heard how the Amiga has made TV
programmes possble such as Star Trek-TNG,
Babylon 5 and Seaguest DSV. We are the
timate mufimeda service for corporate and
business users and offer a wide range of
services,incuding. morthly events on mult
media, design and install complete systems,
training, CD-ROM masterng and cuplication
Some of our clients include: CIC Video,
Granada TV, Shel, National Trust, MOD.

PSU FOR HARD DRIVES (39

ot o oo

CALL 071 721 7050




3 Steps to
Frame Grabbing

Frame grabbing couldn’t be simpler and more
satisfying and is probably the best function that you
can add to your Commodore AMIGA.

The Vidi AMIGA range has been developed to meet
this requirement at an affordable price and an
unequalled performance level. No matter what your
needs are, from hobbyist to professional, there is a
Vidi to fit the bill.

The Vidi AMIGA helps you place pictures within
publications, animate or just have fun with digitised
images. Connection couldn’t be quicker and simpler.
They’re designed to exploit your creativity and

- imagination!
: — Vidi AMIGA 12

Excellent value 12-bit digitiser, captures colour HAM

pictures in less than 1 second. Delivers good quality

grabs from composite or S-Video sources. Minimum

recommended system: AS00 with 1MB RAM.

Only £99.95

Vidi AMIGA 12RT

A superb real time (fast scan) digitiser, grabs 24-bit
images in 1/50th of a second. Similar to the Vidi 12
but with many additional features and higher quality
output. Vidi 12RT can be upgraded to the Vidi 24RT.
Minimum recommended system: A1200 with 2MB
RAM.

Only £199

Vidi AMIGA 24RT

Identical to the Vidi 12RT but with more video RAM.
Can grab in formats up to 24-bit and produce full
overscan images in HiRes interlace. Professional
quality capture. Minimum recommended system:
A1200 with 2MB RAM.

Only £299

All Vidi digitisers have common built-in features such
as sequence editing and playback, essential for
3. Use it animation and sophisticated image processing
software. All have composite and S-video inputs and
are fully AGA compatible.

ROMBO Productions Limited, The Vidi AMIGA range is available from your
2B Young Square, authorised reseller or from ROMBO.
Brucefield Industrial Park, For more information or to place your order phone

rombo Livingston, Scotland. EH54 9BX. 0506 414631 or fax 0506 414634.



