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The Amiga

Dimension

Managing Editor Antony Jacobson
claims that he’s just an innocent by-
stander - it's not me, guv! - when the
total confusion of the home computer
world strikes and leaves him, and
probably us, wondering what will hap-
pen next.

SuperDisks

No.73 and No.74

This month, in addition to the delights
of the usual crop of the cream of
Amiga utilities, the AUI SuperDisks
contain a selection of pictures for use
with last month’s M.M. Experience
authoring program from Optonica. Plus
some samples thrown in for good
measure. A joyous bundle to give
your Amiga. Imdad Shah and David
Ward provide the goodies and the

guidance.
NewskFile

1 Wherethe newsis, there

they nose. Nothing stops AUrs fear-
less NewsFile newshounds, Anthony
Mael and Martin Witton. Once they
are on the trail they follow it into the
darkest and most dubious corners of
computerdom. That is unless some-
one offers them a beer and a dog
biscuit, in which case they’ll hang
around until the beer and possibly
the trail cools. This month they sniff
out a Amiga Technologies CD-ROM
drive and report on the forthcoming
604 PowerPC Amiga. All computer
ife is here, including a plethora of
their notorious Quotes of the Month.
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Amiga Answers

z If you have a technical

question, if your Amiga is keeping you
awake at night and makes you want to
sneeze, wheeze, or buckle atthe knees
see, or rather write to, the Answer Doc-
tor. The Amiga Answer Machine him-
self, none other than Andy (Give me
your set up) Eskelson. The Man Who
Knows is AUls answer to a world of
problems - your problems. Like somany
others have done, you too can ask him
to solve them for you. And he will.

9 The PD

Stakeout

Venturing forth among the mountains
of disks, careful to dislodge none,
David Ward treads the primrose (hill)
path of the public domain. Bringing
back bunches of the things, he ar-
ranges these blooms for your pleas-
ure and use.

112
to Reply

Some readers, especially those who
have earned his displeasure, justcan't
face the pages printed in acid, the
“Bud Vennos, Keeper of the Amiga
Conscience Column”. Other readers,
braver or more masochistic, turn first
to Write to Reply to enjoy the whiff of
sulphur as an aperitif to the rest of the
AUl repast.

3 CD Round Up
Seedy or floppy? Neither
word sounds terrifically encouraging
but, as David Ward finds, the CD
world is beginning to turn faster and
faster and throw out more and more
sparkling programs for the Amiga.

JANUARY 1996 Vo0l.10 No.1

4 Cyberspatial
Harmony

NO, this isn't a musical instruction, but
a modem of high value and low price.
If you want to get into the wired world,
reports David Ward after his TestDrive,
this could be the score you need to
make.

|
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Termite
Moves On

o

As the Internet and Email become an
everyday part of life, HiSoft's smart
communications package could be-
come a necessity. David Ward test
drives the latest version of this top
piece of communications software.

FIELD REPORTS
Forget the

3 Dead Trees

Anthony Mael goes Frankfurter sau-
sage shaped, anddiscovers two Wem-
bley Stadiums full of CDs.

Virtually There

Michael Hanish, flesh,

+

blood, and bone, finds himself lost in an
encroaching world in California. There
the distinctions between real and unreal
are becoming very vague indeed.

4 Info Highway

If you are not online, you
are notonthe Information Super-high-
way. David Ward reviews two books
that tell you how to get in with the
online crowd.

USER PORT
3 Hard Driving
Knowing what you want

from a hard drive, and knowing how to
get what you want, is the key to suc-
cessfully using what is now consid-
ered an absolutely necessary add-on
for the Amiga. Alan Lewis makes the
understanding, and the use, easy.

PHILIPS

Into The

59 TechnoWorld

Martin Witton leads the intrepid AU/
team Into the fascinating, but not
always comfortable, TechnoWorld.
64 True Lies and No Videotape

68 The Online Column

74 Showing In Four Colours

3D Tips

WilMobberley letsyouinto
the secrets of the Amiga-using pro-
fessional graphic artistand shows you
how to impress people and make
money.




Gods Almighty

Feel like being omnipo-

9

tent? Ashley Cotter-Cairns rises to the
heights with a special feature on God
games. They're just heaven, he says.
Other games, reviewed by Ashley
Cotter-Cairns and David Ward, are
Team and Thomas the Tank Engine.
Choo-choo!

4 Back Issues
Despite being desper-

ately ill, you crawled down the road,
coughing and spluttering, to get to
your local newsagent for a copy of
AUI. They were sold out. Of course.
You should have subscribed, shouldn't
you? You still want that issue? Here it
is - put aside just for you, and your £5.

9

Subscribe!
How and why to sub-

scribe to the world’s longest estab-
ished Amiga magazine - and there Is
an astounding free offer of Data-
chrome too. What did Sarah-Jane
Clifford-Jones have to do to get this
for such a generous special offer?

1

Arena

The Arena has been
expanded still further to fit the huge
number of eager companies wishing
to show off their stunning products.
Peruse and choose.
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The Ocpu
Under Your
Feet Part ]

Something stange is happening. As
Michael Rumbelow, leadingthe AU/
I team, explained in lastmonth’s Part

|. The whole country is being invaded
underground by an octopus of |
cabling, much of it fibre optic.

In this, the second and concluding
part, he exposes the growing power
of the cabled world and suggests
] what you can you do about it.

Advertisers

b b

Where you can find those who want
you to know what you want to buy
when you need something to help you
know more about the Amiga.

...And What They
Used

Commodore’'s Amiga 500, 500+, 2000, 3000, 120C
CD32, Aimathera’s Photogenics and Parnet, Aror's
Protext, ASDG's Art Department Professional 2.5
Canon'’s BJ-20 BubbleJet, Commodore’s 1942 and
1084S monitors, Citizen's Swift 240C, Consultron's
CrossDOS, Datel's Action Replay MKIII, Digitas
Wordworth 3.1, Discovery Software’'s Grabbit
Epson’'s GT9000 flatbed scanner, Electronic Arts
Deluxe Paint IV, Gold Disk’s Professional Pag
GVP’s A530 Turbo, GP Software’s Directory 5
5, HiQ's 1500, John Velduis' VirusChecker, JVC's
HR-D980 video recorder, Micro-System’s Scribble!,
Macro-System’s VLAB, OpalTech’'s OpalVision,
Paravision's SX1, Philips CM8833-1l monitor, Supra's
V32/288 Fax Modems.

e 4
DUS

Distributed by COMAG Ltd

Amiga User International - an independent maga-
zine for Amiga computer users - is not connected in
any way with Amiga Technologies. Itis published 12
times per year on the first Thursday of the month.
The publishers do not accept any liability for any
incorrect statement or errors contained in matenal
that may be produced from time to time.

Printed in the U.K.

WITNENSIDN,

hat is going to happen in this electronic world? In the NewsFile
this month, we have a quote from the Editor of a Playstation
magazine, in effect, that everything went right for the launch of
Sony’s “next generation” games console. The comment was made
probably because the Playstation outsold the previously launched Sega
Saturn, with reported sales of 50,000 in the UK and 300,000 in the USA, both
figures probably doubling those claimed for the Saturn. Personally, though,
| think the claims for both machines unlikely.

The Playstation launch “success” caused the Sega machine to be slashed
in price to £299 in the UK and $299 in the USA, still not exactly cheap
compared to the old hand-helds that swept the world. Yet no sooner have we
seen the two “next generation” machines finally emerge from hype to reality,
than Nintendo announces that its 64-bit Ultra is almost upon us. And when
Nintendo “a.k.a. Godzilla” speaks, the games world trembles.

Then there Is the stories that Atari, with the failure to sell large quantities
of the Jaguar, is about to pull out of hardware, and 3DO is to sell its hardware
copyright to Matsushita - probably the largest electronics company in the
world whose brand, Panasonic, is a global power.

Another global power, possibly an even stronger one, Microsoft, has just
effectively “relaunched” the PC as a games machine which, they say thanks
to Windows 95, will offer arcade-style and quality gameplay with a simplifica-
tion of use through the much vaunted Plug and Play system. |

There is an upheaval in the whole field of “home” machines. And where
s the Amiga in all this kerfuffle? Well... Escom have announced that they are
going to sell the Amiga through their High Street shops in the UK and may well
do the same in Germany. They are also going to bring out a CD-ROM drive
for the 1200. Wow! Oh yes, and Commodore PCs are intended to grab 5% of
the PC market in the UK. Oh, Commodore, sorry, that hasn’t anything to do
with us anymore.

The selling of the Amiga through Escom’s chain of ex-Rumbelow stores
may De a good idea, but industry sources suggest that it is a response to a
difficulty with distributors for other outlets, rather than an enthusiasm for the
computer itself. Some interesting and possibly better news is that Amiga
Technologies has decided upon using Motorola’s 604 PowerPC chips in the
next Amigas, which could be licensed technology from Apple who are already
permitting PowerPC clones. It is RISC technology and it does work.

~owever, with all the marketing and technical muscle behind the Sega/
Sony/Nintendo/3DO pure and simple entertainment machines, it would seem
uniikely that the Amiga, with a real computer character as opposed to the
dedicated consoles, would get a look in for its traditional games market where
once it had only to compete with the Atari ST. That is unless the next Amigas
could take such atechnological leap forward that they would be better than the
competition - and that would take some doing when you think of the massively
resourced, and now entirely Japanese opposition.

'f the Amiga goes to the other side, as the real computeritis, it might stand
a chance against the PC, but another item in the NewsFile about Gold Disk,
the creators of ProPage, tells sadly of their desertion of the Amiga for
Windows. A story that is true of virtually all the once fine Amiga developers.
To get them back would require an effort that, up to now, Escom have not
shown they are interested in attempting.

Even if that were to happen, a provocative report into Multimedia in the
Home does not make enthralling reading for PC manufacturers like Escom.
The report, from Inteco, an international market research company, says that
“The home PC boom is in one sense illusory.” For the most part, it seems, PC
sales in the UK were going to existing users, either as replacement or
additional machines.

Inteco’s research shows thdt the majority of multimedia PC owners are
“‘wealthy males” and suggests that the prospects for convergence of PC and
TV are overstated. It also says that “the euphoria in the PC world is misplaced,
as there are major problems that will inhibit growth in PC usage.” It even
Indicates there may be a " backlash in public attitude.”

Now isn’t that something of a facer for those who think, or hope, the PC
IS going to take over the world? Inteco could be wrong, but there are also
predictions about major public resistance to the “next generation” consoles
because their prices are so much higher than previous games machines.

So whatis goingto happen in this electronic world where confusion reigns,
at least in the “"home machine” market? Don’t ask me, I'm only an innocent
bystander. And don’t bother to ask Amiga Technologies, or any of the others
either, they’re just hoping and possibly praying that it will sort itself out in their
favour.

Antony Jacobson
Managing Editor
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As well as our usual excellent gathering of utilities to

help vyou get the most out of your Amiga, this month we

bring vyou, as promised, some support files for Optonica’s

M.M. Experience, the full multimedia program that was
included in December’s SuperbDisks. Imdad Shah and
David Ward did the compiling, checking and checking...
and now explain how easy and thrilling it all is.

Half a dozen high quality HAM interlace
conjunction with the M.M.Experience
The Perfect program we gave away last month.

Pictures Dislk These can be accessed straight from
Workbench as they have not been

compressed.

AUlJan96a

AUTJAN9Ga 84% full, 137K free, 242K in use |M|@
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The AUIT
Utilities Disk
No.1

program, you can soft-boot another
Kickstart-say 2.1 on a 1.3 machine,
providing you have enough ram of
course. Great for developers.

i Version 39.

. Copyright ®1993 Commodore Internstional Ltd, 1985-1992
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BootScreen

Fed up with looking at a blank screen
during the early stages of your Amiga's
bootsequence? Thenwhy notdisplay
a picture. BootScreen is just the utility
foryou, and it comes complete with an
example IFF.

FMS

Developers often need to create test
disks for their software. However a
floppy is not the fastest of devices
and they find themselves spending
ages formatting and writing to these
slow devices. Enter FMS.

Thisis afile based floppy simulator.
Created on your hard disk, FMS can
be used as if you had a floppy in an
external drive. It is also useful if you
want to run some software from your
hard disk which usually only likes to
run from dfo0:

GrabKick

This piece of software allows you to
grab an image of the ROM fitted in
your, orsomeone else's, Amiga. When
used in conjunction with a relocation

MPEG_PLAY

rendering
appearing
saved as an MPEG file. Now you can

view them using this software
d

packages are

—
| heseg have

)
AL
|
-

-
b
r

it
{1

)

{h

iy

n M (D

|
|
1
3

11}

|
A
L
i

in
=

when you accidentally deleted an
important file. UnDel can quickly come
to the rescue and help you recover the
lost item.

VirusChecker
7T.18

0| Virus_Checker 7.18 by John Veldthuis [4]L=]

Options
Check Now

o| Virus_Checker Options

Eile/Dir Hatch | Scan Files l

Quit

=

Use XFD Master

Use Hindow

Ignore BB Read Error
Unpack Files

Check DF@ Bootblock
Check DF1 Bootblock
Check DF2 Bootblock
Check DF3 Bootblock
Scan Hatch Change

Ignore Capture Yectors
Use BootBlock.library
Check into LHA/LZH Files
I Po Nothing (Spare)
Check DF® Full

Check DF1 Full

Check DF2 Full

Check DF3 Full

Arexx Scan Hindow
Applcon On

PopUp HotKey |I:nnnlnd shift help

Iemporary Directory |HHH:UCTEHPHRC/ |

Save 0FNL|

Close Window |

-

Here is the latest version of the worl
famous virus protection utility. Easily
installed and controlled as a Commodity,
using hotkeys, or via Arexx, Virus

-

ecker has saved the day onmany an
pccasion. Hemember, to get the best
you must register .

SuperDisk 74

The AU
Utilities Disk
No.2

0| AUIJANIGD 88% full, 179K free, 788K in use ][

Arq

Here it is again, in case you missed it
first time round, the ultimate in
replacement requesters. Simple to
install, Arq provides you with more
interesting, animated, messagesthan
those given by Workbench.

Included with Arq is Upd, a tiny
sound sample player that Arqusesto
give you audible warnings when
something happens. It will need a

Y
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little configuring, but whenit's all up

CacheClock

and running you will be impressed.
Hint - some of the samples on
AUlJan96¢c are ideal for this
purpose

Looking at the interface for this
program | was immediately reminded
of Facc Il - the floppy accelerator by

Format Request o
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0K to format volume
Empty?

HARNING!

ALl data will be lost!
(888K capacity, 8% used)
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Perry Kivolowitz, the man who wrote
AdPro. Anyway this is not by him.

CacheClock works by
remembering what your Amiga read
from a floppy, like a directory, so that
if you access it again the data can be
supplied from ram without having to
re-read the disk. And it tells you the
time and memory usage too!

Droplt!

to appear on screen. Now, by holding
down the left mouse button, you can
draw around what you want to grab.
Let go of the button and your picture is
saved as a standard IFF. consecutive
saves are correspondingly numbered.

SlowEcho

Amazed at how we print text to the
screen when you are unpacking the
SuperDisks? SlowEcho can be made

0| Droplt! Preferences

£

Quit |

tﬂul'F

Don'tlike directory managers? Prefer
to use Workbench? Then Dropit!
could be just the util if you have to
wade through dozens of icons on
disks. Once configured Droplt! allows
you to drag icons onto its Applcon
and, hey presto, the file is acted upon
If it is a picture, it is shown. A text file
is displayed, while an Amigaguide
documentis loaded into Amigaguide

A number of additional utilities are
provided - ShowlLBM, ShowText,
PlaySample, and Decrunch - which
handles PowerPacked and Lha'dfiles.

MEM-Handler
and MeiVion

Two little items for the dedicated
hacker. MEM-Handler allows you to
manipulate ram directly from the
operating system, while MeMon not
only acts asaprogrammer scalculator,
but also alter memory addresses

PictSaver

My favourite utility for grabbing the
screenshots usedinthis verymagazine.
PictSaver mustfirstbe configuredasto
where it 1S going to save its results.
Then, once that I1s done, you can grab
most screens, windows, or icons.

By simply pressing [Crtl]-[Left
Shift]-[Left Alt], you cause crosshairs

to display text at various speeds. Now
you can play at being the football
results printer on Grandstand.

TinyClock

A tiny clock configurable to your own
preferences. Say no more.

The Smashing
Samples Disk

Here are twenty samples ideal for use
within M.M. Experience, coupled to Arq,
or maybe just for fun. You can use Upd
or Droplt! to play them back if you have
not got a sample player of your own. AU/



[Quantum exclusively offer
'VIDI Amiga’ Capture Solutions by [£elaglele;

Whether casual or professional
interest in graphics from Video -7
you musthave a "VIDI Amiga’

These Video Capture solutions
offer superb performance and
exceptional value for money.

il

VIDI Amiga 12

The world’s best selling Amiga digiﬁser,
many features including Image Capture,
Animation and Image Processing.

Mono Images are captured in real time,
colour images in less than a second.

Supporting Amiga resolutions up to
704x566 in full overscan and all
AGA & A1200/A4000 modes.

569

Compatible with :

Q Composite & SVHS inputs!

Q All colour modes inc. HAM & 256 col!
Q Time Lapse remote image grabbing!

Q Swipe & Play Animation Workstation!
Q Cut & Paste between frames!

Q 15 Image Processing effects!

AS500 - A600 - A1200 - A1500 - A2000 -
A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 1.3/2.0/3.0

VIDI Amiga 24 (IRT)

Real Time colour capture from any video
source. It has even more features than
Vidi Amiga 12 and the added benefit of
image capture fromn moving video.

Full AGA chipset support as standard.

£149

Compatible with :

Q Real Time Image Capture!

Q Composite & SVHS inputs!

Q Time Lapse remote image grabbing!
O Swipe & Play Animation Workstation!
Q File support for BMP, TIFF & PCX!
Q Load & Save 24 Bit ILBM & ANIMS!

AS00 - A600 - A1200 - A1500 - A2000 -
A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 2.0/3.0

VIDI Amiga 24 (RT) Pro

Professional or serious user. True colour redl
time image capture from any video source.

Photorealistic image capture with 24 bit
file option to bridge Amiga and PC.

Improved image enhancement algorithm

to produce screen and output files of
the highest guality.

Full AGA chipset support as standard.

£249

Compatible with : A500 - A600 - A1200 - A1500 - A2000 -

Q Real Time Image Capture!
Q Composite & SVHS inputs!
Q 16.7 million colour grabbing!

Q Swipe & Play Animation Workstation!
Q ILBM, ANIM, BMP, TIFF & PCX!
Q Image Processing controls & effects!

A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 2.0/3.0

N.B. Prices include VAL All Products made in UK. Trade enquiries Welcome.

Tel: 01506-461917
= m

E)uantum

2b Young Square, Brucefield, Livingston EH54 9BX




AUI SurerDisk

DISK INFORMATION

- Additional
Iinformation

Floppy Users

You can install to any disk except this month’s SuperDisk. When prompted,
insert your spare disk into df0:, the internal drive. The time taken to install
a disk varies.

Hard Drive Users

Now you can install directly to your hard drive. Boot SuperDisk No.73 as
you do for floppy installation, and select the disk you wish to install. When
asked whether you wish to install to floppy or hard drive, select 'h'". You will
be given a list of available devices and the space on them. Bear in mind
that over 2 and a half Megs of space are required to install the whole set
of disks.

The SuperDisks will install an exact copy of the floppy disk, AUIJANS6x,
to a subdirectory of that name. This includes startup-sequences et al. Delete
any unnecessary files. Note also that the icon information default tool in the
documents will need changing or the reader ‘least will need copying from
the c directory in the subdirectory to the c directory on the partition you have
installed to (not necessarily sys:c directory).

You cannotinstall to any path that contains the following letter sequence:
“df", “pc”, “ds”, “ram”, “cd". This is to avoid any confusion with other Amiga
devices. It is not a good idea to have paritions/directories called this

anyway.

Expert Users

The installation directly to hard drive should mean that manual installation
would take you longer now. It therefore seems little point detailing this.
Should you wish to, remember that SuperDisk No.74 is a diskspare disk and
requires this device to read them and that the commands are stored in
superdisk74:c/commands.|zx.

A Plea

We have gone to every effort to make the SuperDisk easy to use and to ensure
that all the programs work on as many systems as possible.
Weregretthat we cannot take any telephone calls concerning SuperDisk

problems. They are just too time consuming and then we wouldn't have time
to put the next SuperDisk together for you.

If you do have a problem, try the docs again and refer to your manual, should
you need to move any libraries or assign any programs. If you are truly stuck,
please write to Amiga Answers.

BBSs

\. J

d m .
Viruses

During the production of our coverdisks the disks were constantly checked

for quality. While disks are checked for viruses, it is always safer to virus
check the disk prior to installation.

Shutters

Prior to installation you should check the shutter of the disk to ensure that it has
not been damaged in transit. This is best done by gently sliding the shutter to
the left and allowing it to spring back. Please note that AUI nor Publisher
cannot be deemed liable for any problems arising from use of the disk.

Disk Return

In the unlikely event your disk is damaged or simply doesn't run, please
return it to the duplicator, Tib PLC, Tib House, 11 Edward Street, Bradford,
BD4 7BH, (who may be contacted on 01274 736990) together with a
stamped addressed envelope. Where it is a duplication fault, the postage
will be returned along with the replacement disk.

Technical Support

Ring our duplicator's technical support line on 0891 715929 (weekdays
10.00am - 12.30pm, 1.30pm - 4.40pm). They may be able to offer useful
advice. Calls are charged at 39p per minute cheap rate and 49p at all other
times. Please ensure you have the permission of the phone owner before

\_making the call. )

m AUl « JANUARY 1996

Much Gratitude to Jimbob, the supportive Sysop of the excellent Waltons'
Mountain BBS, on 0181 891 5730. Faulty Towers shouldn't be omitted,
available on 01235 535113. If you want to be truly international, then check out
the splendid American BBS Smorgasboard, on 205 745 3989.

Readers’ Contributions

AUl's SuperDisks are crammed with the cream of Amiga crop. Many of the
programs are created especially for us and released into the Public Domain through
AUI. It's you the reader that makes it possible for AUI to continue to share top quality
software with tens of thousands of avid Amiga users.

If you have a masterpiece that you think can cut it with the best, send it to:
SuperDisk Contributions, Amiga User International Magazine, Unit 2, Utopia
Village, 7 Chalcot Road, London NW1 8LX. Alternatively, you can send your
programs uuencoded by email to amigauser@ cix.compulink.co.uk.

It's best for us if you don't use Powerpacker, because we use LZX to archive,
which is far more efficient. It will also help if you tell us which libraries or fonts your
program requires, keeping them to a minimum if possible. So, if you're sending
an AMOS program for example, try to avoid the need to have the AMOS library
separately. These guidelines make life jolly for everyone.

Happy compiling!

Shareware

Just a brief reminder that some of the programs on our Coverdisk are Shareware, This
means that you can try them out, but if you regularly use them you should send a
registration fee to the author. Registration fees are between £5 and £20 and
sometimes the author will send you the latest version in return. You can send an
International Money Order, or preferably a cheque but many authors don't accept
cheques if they are outside the UK. If you want to risk sending cash in a registered
post, it's up to you. We wouldn't advise it but it's your money...

Note that some of the authors don't want anything more than a postcard
from you so they can see how far their programs have travelled. So, why not
make their day. After all, they made yours.

Compatibility

These SuperDisks are WorkBench 2 and above only, and require one Meg of Chip
RAM or more. We deem this to be the minimum spec Amiga used nowadays. That
doesn’t mean that we aren’t aware of users with 1.3 Amigas. The reason is simply
that most new programs, certainly those developed by PD programmers, require
WorkBench 2 and because it allows us to give about a further 300-400K of data.
Getting over four Megs onto two disks isn't possible with OFS disks and
decrunching them would require more floppy disks on your part. WorkBench 2
gives much more than a new WorkBench disk, it powers up your Amiga, radically
renovating your Operating System. The only option for 1.3 users is to upgrade.
The cost is negligible (c.£50), and is more than worth it for the wealth of new
programs on offer and for the money you'll save on floppy disks!

Allthe programs on these disks work on an A1200 and most on an Amiga 500+.
The best way to check is to read the docs and try the game. Should you require
additional libraries for the program, they should be enclosed in the program
directory and you need to copy them to your libs:directory on your WorkBench disk.

Read your WorkBench manual for instructions on doing this.

Should it all go horribly wrong, please WRITE to Amiga Answers at the
address shown in the Answers section. DO NOT RING! We cannot answer
queries over the ‘phone. Sorry.

Documentation

All the plain documents can be read simply by double clicking on theiricons. The
text will scroll, use the mouse to control it and press Escape to quit. If the docs

are in AmigaGuide format, you'll need a computer that can read AmigaGuide files
in order to read them without all the nodes showing.

The docs can also be loaded into any Word Processor that reads ASCII,
which is just about all of them.




He's Back...

Following an from the original ground-
breaking Squirrel SCSI Interface, HiSoft is
pround to announce Surf Squirrel. Offering
even higher SCSI performance, suto-booting,
and an ultra-fast serial port. Surf Squirrel is
the ideal expansion peripheral for your Amiga
A1200. Squirrel is also the only SCSI
expansion that is hot plug and unplug,
requires no opening of your Amiga, no
technical knowledge and does not imvalidate

Disk Magic £39.95

Newly released, Disk Magic (screenshot on the left), is
the ultimiate file and disk management utility for your
Amiga. DiskMAGIC makes every task you perform -
from the copying of a file, to the extraction of an
archived file, as simple as a clicking on a button! In fact,
after using DiskMAGIC, you'll wonder how you ever
used you Amiga without it!

DiskMAGIC is exceptionally configurable, with the
ability to alter window lavout, file types, action buttons,

your warranty! Contact HiSoft for more Ty 2% WAL (03 L fonts, screen mode, archive handling, viewers and more.
-!-h ] W F i) F I LT 1" § S T T —— [ il i R | } . . v ¥
information on the amazing Surf Squirrel GEE I Tl e e " DiskMAGIC is compatible with all Amigas running WB2

(or higher) and with 1.5MB or more of free memon

£E189

E119 inc
Saairred 5CSI
-

The floppy drive for
the multimedia age
AnGA This newestl, most pu.rl.'lhh: .
o~ exchangeable hard disk drive weighs
M in at just 11b, has fast transfer and
AN ARD access times (up to 1 Mb/s transter,
28ms seek), easily hits in your hand,

Aﬂ'ligﬂ ZI.p Tﬂﬂ'S vour bag or _‘-'l1lll. briefcase, stores up

exclusively from HiSoft to 100Mb on floppy-sized disks, is

As music experts (all sampler products are

our own design, built an-::ll:’pmimmmtd in 599. 95
the UK), you can trust HiSoft to deliver the
right package tor you; a professional Midi

interface (ProMidi £24.95), a great-value, Ansaa
8-bit direct-to-disk sampler (Megalosound
£24.95) or a superb quality 12/16-bit stereo, {(
direct-to-disk PCMCIA unit (Aura), both
samplers have superb real-time effects.

perfect for all types of application
Zip drives from HiSoft include everything  and is priced at a level that will make [ —— - Termite £39.95
you need to get going on a SC5l-aware vou want to unzip vour wallet == i B .

Amiga: the Zip 100 drive, a 100Mb cartridge, immediately

Afraid of becoming a hedgehog on the
all necessary leads and a complets

Infurmahﬂn 5uper Highway? Dcn t worry!

Price inc 100Mb cartridge, extra

E s A ‘ 'trlemmmunicamr will feel at home.
T Order your Zip drive now to AL . . .
o Passuword protect @ Cartrud tugirss y » Termite is 100% WB2 Style Guide compliant and provides

e Write protect avoid disappol you with all of the modern user interface features to

really enjoy playing in the highway!

- Y

1GB | - ermite supports both the Amiga XPR and XEM libraries
tﬂ-m‘ 4 : — el well as having its own internal ZModem. Termite is

E£E349 €259 e ———— e compatible with all Amigas running WB2 (or higher) with

419 externel 199 interned IMB or more of free memory and all modems.

The Best-Value

Hnrd Drives

If you want a SCSI hard drive then HlEﬂR
has the one to suit your needs; whether s _n .
you are looking for an internal drive'fior &
your tower case, AJ000/A4000 etc. or an
external 1Gb beast-of-a-drive for @hy
SCSl-aware Amiga, we can supply. |

vum

CinemadD £199.95

T'his exciting new package is available at the amazingly-low
price of only £199.95, Cinema4D is set to revolutionise th
3D-rendering and animation market.

Cinema4l) provides an easy-to-use multi-tasking editor
replete with every conceivable option including
multi-window editing, interactive modelling, direct
modelling in 3D, basic and complex primitives, easy object
manipulation, hierarchies, an optimised FPU/CPU version
and much more!

Cinema4D also includes a comprehensive file conversion
utility to allow full import of your current objects

Commg Soon..r

Based on only the highest quality

mechanisms from top suppliérs, withtkall " C .
man LIT;!L'!LII’I.'T-H Warra [1'["-. ‘mm ﬂﬂ‘rl.“‘" \‘”‘..' ﬂf_&'l" mh‘lh:‘l ar ﬂl":.:r-.‘lh :"‘-:g m

are fully tested for all Am Cﬂﬂw rs  drivésand {[}'RDM Grives h‘t"ﬂ
and come with our own Emﬂlﬂ ' d@mﬁflhbh OrmouTRS
warranty and technical sapport. the &30, "1"_'['"!‘ e ey A0
and corie with neces-ary leads e
Hard Drives screws wililt (e et nal dfives are
S5CsI 2.5" IDE wpplicd oo professional Sqaicrel
420MDb internal £159 40Mbisternal - £54. 95 cases 1av atlablesep rately) windi
J20Mb euprnal £229 65Mbintemal  £69.95 mMmt:gﬂ A1SCSH i~
1Gb integnal £299 120Mb internal fm _Lﬁinm;lhm_lnd m*ﬂhm'ﬂ
1Gb vl £369  170Mb internal £124:95 YOUREhoice (3t & small e (ra cCat).

s ‘ Bring the cinema into your home and onto vour

brings high quality digitally mastered images and
16-bit stereo sound to you and your Amiga

Squirrel MPEG is a SCSI peripheral that can be used
in conjunction with any SCSI controller, such as the
squirrel, and any Videol D compatible CD-ROM*,
Squirrel MPEG can also be used as a stand-alone unit

computer with Squirrel MPEG. Playing the popular

VideoCD and CDI CD-ROMs, Squirrel MPEG
llillll-il--illllllilitr-

Super-Valve

CD-ROM Pack

;{"-{T‘” :t“h ;-l“r L;.nF;':;h“":h ' - as an addition to your TV, Video and Hi-Fi setup.
AN mamuTeecla o S " . . 5

Squirget SCSI interface, Aiwa “Squirrel MPEG requires a SCSI CD-ROM that s CDr® (Green Book) or VideoCD

ACD-10 CD-ROM and the (White Book) compatible. Check your CD-ROM supplier ‘or compatibility details

Almariresa ji-on-10 pack of CDs! :
S Just look & what you get: order Hof,lne

The amazinh. trewd Wtiee Squired 2
SRS | () 0500 223660 HlS@ft

& CD32 and CDTV emulation softwarg 58 Zip, scanner ¢ic ) 10 &

Rehat you can all those cames and othear datsu-chained ;,_11.,*, [0 order anv of the pﬂ}du::l?'- shown on this page S Y S ’ I : E M S
il A, « . or any other HiSoft title) - just call us, free of -
Ht‘.ﬁﬁlh as Vede |.. il » TJL:J'l nathera ."l":'1rF'|:I o LDs rhres N o ; : : 2
i , . = H J ; charge, on 0500 223660, armed with your credit :

v Ihe ‘:'SI:'::;“”'H By A I.']|'- e ¢ 10 CDsanciudmg the ;:u;;: l'!mr"""'rf:"""" or debit card; we will normally despatch within The Old SChGDL GI‘EEI‘IfIEld
CD-ROM drrve; a fast, double-spee 2000 cirp-art images, the [llustrated Works of 4 working davs (£4 P&P) or, for only £6 within -
CD-ROM with full SCSI specification plus Shakespeare, & Comms, Internet & the UK, by ;:.u-muun.'d next day d;.'ll"-'rr:,,- lice Bedford MK45 5DE UK
complete ;:h..*r'.- [ II-IHHJ{; .u;r fhrﬁuﬂ_m thal ?J{;tj;.;mif:gﬁﬁ nwp‘ﬁcﬂ;::!fd:;hh : L; wods in stock). I.f'*.ll-_-irtmtin_-lj,i', you mr!nI -;-_::L: ur;ﬂ Tel: +44 ([}} 1525 718181
you can play music CUs directiy>£ 0 an s Of fons. v 0im rvan cheque or postal orders, made out to Fuson. # .
infermative LCD panel, msich, much mﬂh prices include VAL Export orders: please call or Fax: +44 (U) 1525 713716

fax to confirm pricing and postage costs,
£ 1995 HiSoft. E&OE.

All prices imciude UK Zip 15 a trademark
VAT (@ 17.5% of lomega In

All this, packaged together, at a truly ™%
superb price, with Rull 1 year warranly
and technical support from HiSoft.
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Introducin

the Digita family

!

“ now understand why this
remarkable

software is so
popular in Germany. Thank
goodness Digita worked
with TurboCalc's German
creators to develop this
English version. In a nutshell, a fast
spreadsheet, at a friendly price and
with a proven track record!™

:TurboCalc 3.5

ol q.:é = -i < i

Spreadsheets can be used for many

forms of financial planning. Using

TurboCalc, you can calculate and

recalculate entire spreadsheets in

seconds. And then, by selecting from a

range of 2D or 3D styles, view your

data as charts.

B Award-winning spreadsheet with
over 52,000 users in Germany!

B Unbeatable combination of power

and speed

Ideal for charting, for budgeting,

for cash flows and financial

dﬂ:‘ll}"!-—-i‘-.

Extensive charting options,
including 3D and animated graphs
which update in real-time

Drag and drop editing.

Multiple undo and redo

Share information with other
spreadsheets, like ProCalc,
Microsoft Excel or Lotus 1-2-3, as

well as Datastore,” Money Matters,”

Organiser and Wordworth?®
On-line AmigaGuide help

whenever you need, so you can
learn Turbocalc as you use it.

Owver 100 built-in mathematical and
financial functions.

Extensive ARexx and macro

:mppur't .

Low price upgrade! Call for
details.

Requires Workbench 1.3 or
above, floppy or hard disk,
IMB RAM.

£49.99

|

!

“ I the only Amiga
paint

program that does
everything—painting,
image processing,
animation and 24-bit
printing—there is no other
choice for a computer artist!™
Painting has never been so
liberated! Personal Paint’s unique

virtual memory facility uses free disk

space to supplement RAM, and in
doing so, relieves memory
constraints.

I'd sum up
Datastore. There are so
many helpful features, like
DigiSense for example—it knows
what | want to type and helps me
type it! Time-saving features like
that make all the difference.™

Datastore makes storing
information simple. Ready-made
EasyStart™ templates means that you
don’t have to design your own
database layouts. And, the wide
range of automated data entry
facilities ensures that you type as
little as possible.

With Datastore, storing
information has never been this easy.
B EasyStart™ Templates include:

Address Book, Club Membership,

Gardener’'s Guide, Home
Insurance Inventory, Recipes,
Video Vault and more.

B DigiSense™ technology, like Auto
Date™ which senses the date you

want and helps you type it.
B List view lets you see multiple
records on-screen.,

his is the only choice,

:Personal Paint 6.4

And with its unequalled support for
third party graphics cards, you can
create fabulous images no matter
what Amiga vou use.

B Stunning eftects like emboss,
water-colours, transparencies and
stereograms.

B Full range of drawing and
colouring tools, with the ability to
store up to 9 brushes.

B Animation storyboard.

B Virtual memory, uses free disk
space to supplement RAM.

B Wide compatibility with third

party graphics cards.

Import and export IFF, PCX, PNG.
Multiple undo and redo.

Built-in screen grabber.

Low price upgrade!
Call for details.
Requires
Workbench 2 or
above, floppy or
hard disk, 1MB
RAM.

£49.99
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Quickly and simply print labels

(using Wordworth)

B On-line AmigaGuide help
whenever you need.

B Share information with
Organiser, Personal Paint,
Turbocalc and Wordworth.

B Low price upgrade!

Call tor details.

B Kequires

Workbench 2 or

above, tloppy or

hard disk,

IMB RAM.

£49.99
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New!

:Money Matters 4
66|

my finances
at the end of the month. |

:Organiser 2

“ wished I'd bought the
Digita Organiser
earlier. Imagine, an
organiser which looks and works

Use the power of your Amiga to do
the work for you! Instantly see what
vou spend the most on, how this
compares to last month, last year, or
to vour budget—it’s effortless!
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never forget birthdays or bills, and | owing more than | had left over. In in one go.
really plan my time effectively. I've fact, my finances were a bit of a B Easily reconcile standing orders
learnt a lot too with the Diary muddle and a lot of hassle. and direct debits with your bank
Themes and Eupplamnnis." But not anymore, now that | statement (and receive warnings
uge Mmau Matters. | know mnﬂu if bank C}'h'lfgt.'.‘i are |IkEI}-"]
what | owe, | am able to make B Now includes Human Interface
sound financial decizions and plﬂn Protocol™ v2, which combines
boi tha Balire. Baat of all. the Workbench look and feel with the
Eﬂ'd"ingﬁ T Bt card new super-intuitive HIP™ style.
B Share information with Datastore
charges covered the cost of :

Turbocalc and Wordworth.
B On-line AmigaGuide help
whenever vou need

Money Matters in just a few
months!*

Optional business-style reports
and VAT handling for small
business, clubs and charities.
Low price upgrade! Call for

The Digita Organiser features built-in details.
intelligence that we call DigiSense. Like Requires

Auto Date for example, which Workbench 2
senses the date you want and or above, floppy
helps you type it, and Auto or hard disk,
Start™ which automatically 1MB RAM.

starts other programs when

you wish.

M Easy-to-use personal
organiser display with
animated pages
containing: Calendar,
Diary, Task Lists, Address

£49.99

Add £3 posioge ond pockaging

Book, Supplements. T e e S e
B Daily Fortune Cookies e e, el
(operating tips, proverbs,

anecdotes and jokes).

M Prints pages for Day-
Timer, Filofax, Rolodex,
Time Manager.

B Mailmerge with

my li'fﬂ'ﬁm&—juining _
Her Majesties Forces— o o o
Parachuting—volunteering for near BRI (. AP
impossible things—but one of the = '

Wordworth to create best decisions | have ever made E:E',::::':'::‘::;::: i
personalised form letters. was #o buy Wordworth!* . T
M Manual and automatic When Amiga Technologies
linking of related items. wanted the best word processor, it Existing Wordworth users can now
®  On-line AmigaGuide help demanded Digita Wordworth—the look forward to Wordworth 5, and,
whenever you need, so pest-selling Amiga word processor in provided you're registered, you'll
you can ]EET" Organiser the world. Wordworth 4SE, created in receive full upgrade details in
as you use it. English, German, French and Italian, November. New features include
B Share information with Datastore is now included with every Amiga. ARexx, Fast Format,” FontEffects,”
and Wordworth. S0, then, the world’s most popular footnotes, style sheets and much
B Low price upgrade! word processor becomes even more more. Best of all, the upgrade costs
Call for details. popular! just £29.99!

B Requires Workbench 2
or above, floppy or
hard disk, IMB RAM.

£49.99

Add L3 posioge ond pockogng

. Digita Internatonal Li (d Black Horse House Exmouth EXS 111
|I.|1. :-hfmt 01 395 270 ._'_"‘- Facsimile 01 395 2068 894 Emul salest

INTERNATIONAL ' 7 i ins

SALES HOTLINE 01 395 270 273

ALL PRICES INCLUDME VAT, PLEASE WD 458 FOER POST AGE ANDY P R WGENG
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Commodore Returns

Escnm. having bought the Com-
modore name, is attempting to
major on it solely for PC-related products
which are now beginning reach the retail
shelves of their chain of stores. Mike
Poeckling, Commodore BV MD told AUI
that Commodore will regain its market
position by comingin at prices upto“20%
lower than other equivalent top brands”.

The aim is to grab 5% of the Euro-
pean PC market in three years with the
Commodore brand name, concentrat-
ing efforts on an “affordable line of
Pentium multimedia PCs and acces-
sories.” Thelineis called “Commodore
GO" not “Golf’ as was originally sug-
gested by Escom.

Former Commodore UK staff are
sceptical about Escom's chances of
success having lost the momentum
while other PC manufacturers have
surged ahead. Andrew Ball, former
Commodore PR Boss, now director of
PR firm Insight said “Commodore was

always associated with the Amiga in
this country. Itwas nevera PC brand in
the UK and it never had a good name
in this country among corporates.”
Andrew Ball is not strictly accurate in
saying that it was “never a PC brand”.
It was and for a time did almost reach
that magic 5% of the UK market. In
Germany it had as much as 26% of the
total PC market at one time.

But don't mention 5% to the Editor
of AUl He glares and swears and
groans. Going back ten years to the
time of achap called Howard Stanforth,
the then Marketing Manager of CBM,
when they were in Slough and then
Corby, who, with Paul Welch, also
Marketing Manager and now of Atari,
5% of the total PC market was the
proudly announced aim. And, the Edi-
tor points out, it was then confidently
proclaimed the target of every CBM
boss up to the time when CBM finally
admitted defeat and dropped the PC

and concentrated on the Amiga

Another reason that the Editor may
not be entirely convincible about the
magic of the Commodore name in the
UK for PCs was that this very publica-
tionstarted as, there are nodoubta few
of you out there who will remember,
none otherthan Commodore Business
Magazine. It was because CBM had
launched a a new range of PCs -
destined, they claimed blithely, for that
elusive 5% of the market.

When the Amiga 1000 was
launched, as you will recall as a busi-
ness computer, the name of this publi-
cation changed to Commodore Busi-
ness and Amiga Magazine and then...
But that's history, isn't it?

Commodore PCstoget5%7 Whis-
peritvery quietly indeed, Mr. Peockling,
if you are passing the Editor of AUI's
office - you can recognise the door by
the steam coming out of the CBM-logo
shaped keyhole.
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Phoenix Price Cut

bcon Computer Services have
told AUI about their great Xmas
and New Year promotion on their
Phoenix inkjet refill kits. By buying
direct from them you can save more
than 10% off of retailer's normal prices.

A standard refill kit, containing two
syringes of black ink, will set you back
£7.99. While a high capacity kit, with
twice as much ink as the standard,
goes for £9.99. These prices include
post and packing.

Abcon also do a tri-colour kit for
£11.99, and bottles of Cleaning Solu-
tion (£3.49) and Head Recovery Fluid
(£5.99) - designed to unblock those
nozzles.

The Phoenix products are said to
work with ALL makes of inkjet printer,
so Canon users should be able to refill
their cartridges without worry.

Fashionable 600s

IBM are preparing for a six month delay before the 620
version of the PowerPC chip is completely ready. Apple are
said to have also had problems with the early 620s because
of difficulties in running the Mac operating system properly.
Rumours were rife concerning the demise of the chip
following Motorola’'s recent decision to abandon develop-
ment of the 615 - a PowerPC chip with built-in Windows

compatibility.

The cheaper 604 device continues to power the entire
Apple range, and speculation increases as to who will

eventually take over Apple. IBM are a strong contender.
In Japan, Mitsubishi Electric have joined Apple and
games company Bandai in a multimedia alliance. They
plan to produce equipment using the PowerPC 603 and
Apple's Pippin operating system to access the Internet,
play games and CDs, and word-process.
While in America, at the recent Video Toaster confer-

ence, Amiga Technologies announced that the next genera-

tion of Amigas are to be called Power Amiga. That's right-the
RISC Amiga is going to be PowerPC. See page 28.



Virtually Silica

AUI reported in the October 1995
ssue that Escom had taken the Euro-
nean distribution of i-Glasses, a vir-
tual reality headset. Lo and behold at
the meeting at which Amiga Tech-
nologies sought to reassure the UK
Amiga developers that Escom really
ntended to support the Amiga, the i-
Glasses appeared and were, to the
pemusement of the gathered devel-
opers, lauded as taking an important
role, almost with equal status to the
Amiga, in the products that Amiga
Technologies were going to sell.

Some developers did not conceal
their surprise, and even alarm, that
the company wasn't concentrating on
the Amiga, but letting itself be diverted
into another and by no means easier
sales area.

Now Silica, who are the major
distributor for Amiga Technologies,
have taken the VR headset and are
pushing it as a way into the growing
world of virtuality.

Silica say connect the new
Glasses headset to a computer or
games console and you can watch fu
colour 3D video images leap around
in the space before your eyes. Try it
for yourself and see if you agree that
the “incredible illusion is reinforced by
immersive 3D stereo sound effects
and music"!

The i-Glasses can be used with
existing games. Two versions are on

L

offer, the PC version costs £899.00,
yes, that's not a misprint, and takes
VGA and sound signals from a stand-
ard PC. It includes headtracking ca-
pabilities that follow head movement.
This allows the user to look in any
direction within a game.

The headset works with all exist-
ing PC games and VideoCDs, or with
a new generation of specially designed
games and movie titles.

The Amiga (composite/TV) head-
set also works with most popular
games consoles and costs £599.00.
(Buy an Amiga, or nearly, with the
saving from not buying the PC ver-
sion!) The headset takes any PAL
composite video source, including
video tape and disc, to produce a
virtual 80" colour display. An Upgrade
Set is available to give the composite
version of the i-Glasses all the powers

¥ ¥ p{: LY Tal | A
or the version Inciuding
- e il .I"'I ate]

|
ieddiracxking
b
Irll-n-\,ne - aT-Mla ﬂrﬂ;T i a:'p—\-;_.- o~
L et o e | s wd | R e T et b -
-
—
b= e el iij = ¥ : ey et mrme
S e aild Nal olliCd oYSIems
- - ¥ p—— e —
- . = = - = -
5 e reta >UL WNoSe Dare
- - - - - o T | o
i - W b i w1 - - =
P —— - il I [ — P —— Y T
= = - = e il 2l Uy
- - o s s e - =T T =
dve e d dl MOCKS aild aie
L] Jr— - = i
P - -y — " =
I a s Ll g
L] -
) Py - =S " L Fas o ]

Pl '::pa L o

Ll a— - 'l: - =1 & E el ]

-

_

=~ b= g e i
l::.u h_uS ey Y 1] '-'...'!I

THE AUI News FiLE

put up a kind of wall around them-
selves to protect themselves against
their creditors jJumping all over them.

Administration is similar to the
Chapter 11 procedure in the USA
lly, is exactly what Com-
modore used to keep themselves go-
they could sell themselves

That sell off appears to have come
oo late for SDL as they say that some-
thing like 50% of their business was
Amiga-based and, over those dreadful
18 months, just disappeared. Appar-
ently they couldn't replace it with PCs.

So now they are attempting a re-
structuring and are able to carry on,
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of the Month

“The UK market is a really tough one, still dominated by games. Arts and
cultural titles have not taken off as we expected’, said Falnck Meichior,
Emme’s French CD ROM Publisher. "We're hoping it s not a dead mvestment.

A dead investment in arts and culture in the UK? Qoh, la, &' Monsieur
Meichior, whatever would give you that impression? While France, at least

under President Mitterrand, provided money for things like that, the UK creales
a Lottery so that it can reduce public spending on such unimportant matters.

In the UK, we are much more polite than Hermann Goering, the Nazi Field
Marshal who said “When | hear the word “culture” | reach for my revolver.” But
the attitude of many, especially present Government politicians, is not 100
aissimilar.

Technologies which may seem wondrous at the time of their invention,
fade as they are inevitably overtaken. It is by their cultures and their arts that

civilizations have been remembered.

And the problem for anyone who respects the Amiga in the UK is the sheer
weight that has always been put behind it as a games machine - a toy. The
same may apply to the attitudes of the CD-ROM market.

You may come, Mr. Melchior, like your namesake, beanng gifts, but in this
country don't try frankincense or myrrh - or arts and culture - they |l tell you to
take it back and bring a toy for the baby instead.
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Worm Turns
Up Trumps

Team 17 are overjoyed at the re-
sponse they have had to their
new WWW site. They told AUI that
accessestotheir Web site has reached
well over 20,000 hits a week. The firm
put up the shareware version of their
game “Worms" on the Internet and on
GamesMaster's. GamesNet pages.
The full version is due for release on
Amiga.

Contact: Team 17 Tel. 01924 267776.

Lﬂlrtli' the troubles of Iife g:l.um?

—

with the possibility that they will be
sold off. Strangely, in view of their
announcement about selling the I-
Glasses virtual reality headset, they
are a kind of virtual company them-
selves now. Do all of their staff go
around with i-Glasses on? We don't
know, but what we really hope is that
as the leading distributor for the Amiga,
Silica/SDL will stay real and enable
the machine to be sold in numbers
that will make it a power again. And
not a virtual power either.

Contact: Silica Systems,

Silica House, Hatherley Road,
Sidcup, Kent DA14 4DX.

Tel. 0181 309 1111.
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Virginally On-Line

irgin have reported orders of over

£40K of music, games and video
from all over the world after joining the
UK Shopping Centre on CompuServe
recently. The Megastore Net shop
now has a range of over 1,500 differ-
ent items available through ordering
direct to Virgin via the Internet.

This form of selling is going to
grow rapidly. For, even if the numbers
of new Netters doesn't reach the mil-
lions predicted, those who use the Net
appear to be already a good potential
market, especially for technology-ori-
ented products.
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The Net SpeaksinTongues

lobalink, a US translation soft

ware specialist, have launched
ontothe Net. The new Internettrans-
lation service will be integrated with
Netscape Navigator 2.0 and will al-
low Internet users to translate for-
eign text while on-line. President of

the firm, Jim Lewis, forecasts the
translation option will be as common
as the spelichecker enjoying world-
wide use. Globalink have established
European headquarters at Bracknell
as a base for marketing in the UK,
France, and Germany.
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Brand
X?

dagency, DMB&B have beencar-
rying out research into popular
brands of PCs and have come up with
the surprising fact that a third of con-
sumers in the survey were unable to
name even one company. Of those in
the know, IBM was perceived as the
industry leader, followed by Amstrad
and Apple. (Amstrad? where have
these consumers been living?)
DMB&B concluded that the other
companies needed to step up their
image and market their competitive
benefits positively. What a surprise.
Perhaps they could advertise through
DMB&B.
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The
chips

are up
M

otorola, the US electronics group
who manufacture the chips for
the Amiga, is, it says, responding to
the increase in demand for credit card
devices by stepping up its manufac-
turing capacity for smartcard micro-
controller chips.

Motorola, who already dominate
the market with a 70% share, will now
increase production tenfold to ten mil-
lion chips per week with an invest-
ment of £2.5 billion. Motorola claims
that the annual global market for mi-
crochips will grow from under $100
million - £65 million now - to over $1
billion, £650 milion by the end of the
century.

Scotland has been chosen as the
company’s worldwide headquarters for
smartcards and will have a key role for
the new development.
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Quotes

of the Month

“The Playstation happened to be
the right machine at the right
time, with the right price, the right
company backing it, and the right
number of zeros in the marketing
budget”. Steve Jarratt, Editor of
the Official Playstation Magazine,
who is, of course, completely
unbiased.

“Right” everything? That
claim is made because they sold
30,000 or so into the retail trade
in the first few days. But though
Mr. Jarratt's statement comes
from a not unprejudiced source,
that doesn’t make it wrong. All
those “rights™ may well be cor-
rect, forcompare the picture with
what CBM or Escom have done
with the Amiga in recent times.
“Right” etc.? Too little and too
late, might well be a more accu-
rate description.

There are those who think
that the Playstation is just a
passing phase and will last less
time than the Amiga has. We shall
see.

Synthetic
light

Researchers from Princeton Uni-
versity in America have recently
demonstrated what could be the re-
placement for the LCD screen usedin
today's laptop. The material employed
is a special plastic that emits light of
varying colours when an electric cur-
rent is applied to it. The device can
apparently produce the three colours
- red, green, and blue - necessary for
a full-colour display, plus yellow and
violet.
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Iready subject to a 3.9% tariff,
CD-ROM drives are expected to
suffer a further 10% rise in cost when
the European Union re-categorises
them from computer peripheral to elec-
tronic consumer goods. Why? Well
they can play audio CDs, can't they?
They also have plans to build a
Euro-community wide power grid, which
means that a power station in Scotland

m AUl « JANUARY 1996

EU thought it
was all over?

will be able to supply consumers in.

Greece etc. This might upset those that
are about to get their hands on the
privatised National Grid, orwhateverit's
called nowadays, but the main fear for
the Eurosceptics, which really means
Eurohaters, is the introduction of Euro-
voltage and power sockets. Goodbye
safe, square, three pin and 240v. Hello,
dodgy two pins and 220v.
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Blﬂckbuster Entertainment, the
kings of the video rental bL.ISF
ness, are proposing to move into the
booming Asian countries and open
1000 stores by the year 2000 in direct
competition with Hong Kong's KPS
retail video stores.

Blockbusting
into Asia

In addition, the US firm plans to
have eight new music stores up and
running by the end of the year. Block-
buster have 4000 stores operating in
the US and hundreds of outlets in
Australia, Europe, and Japan, but this
will be their first attempt in Asia.

Acclaim
Claims Duo

cclaim has bought up two of the largest independent entertainment
software studios - Probe Entertainment and Sculptured Software, beating
Electronic Arts who, it seems, also wanted to acquire them.

Acclaim’'s US share price jumped by 15% at the time of the acquisition,
followed by another 2.5% on the following day. Shares ended the day at around
$25.

Acclaim says Fergus McGovemn's Probe's “successes” include Primal

Rage for Time Wamer Interactive, and Batman Forever for Acclaim. Scuip-
tured Software is famous (?) for Mortal Kombat and Mortal Kombat 1.

Both Probe Entertainment and Sculptured Software will retain their iden-
tities within the Acclaim empire, which now has exclusive use of the two firms’
250 staff. Acclaim has made most of its presently increasing profits in the
cartridge boom of the early nineties. It has acquired these development
companies possibly because it realises that massed experience in program-
ming and development isn't so easy to find. In fact, though, none of the games
mentioned above was particularly original, they were unquestionably very
profitable, but how much did they add to the creative scope of games?

Beat ‘em ups, even mediocre ones, are an ever popular video game form.
Armies of programmers are what the Japanese games producers use to chum
out the stuff that fills the arcades. Looks like Acclaim is setting itself up to
produce larger quantities of the same kind of profitable dross.
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Hotunderthecover

he next generation Pentium chip,

previously known as the P6, which
some wags were hoping to be called
Sexium, has now been officially
launched and named by Intel as
“Pentium Pro". Rival microprocessor
manufacturer NexGen have quickly
announced their ‘betterthan Pro’ com-
petitor - the Nx686. However Intel
have put pressure on clone manufac-
turers to design-in the capacity for
heat dissipation of up to a staggering
40W - that's three times more than the
current Pentium designs produce, and
remember the problems they had with
that little hot one.

At the launch of the Pentium Pro,
attended by companies such as IBM,
Hewlett Packard, et al, who have al-
ready produced prototype machines
with the new chip, Compaq put some-
thing of a damper on the joyous pro-
ceedings by announcing that the chip
had a problem when their computers
containing it were linked into a net-
work. Because of this, they said they

wouldn't be releasing any machines
with Pentium Pro until well into 1996.
The Pentium Pro is claimed by
Intel to run at a little matter of 200MHz,
now that's fast and PCs with the new
chip on board are thought to be going
to be priced at around $4000, some
£2700. And Escomwant to sell A4000s
at £18007 Someone must be joking.
Meanwhile Advanced Micro De-
vices (AMD), who still haven't got their
rival Pentium class chip, the K5, to
market yet in viable numbers are to
buy NexGen in an $840 million deal.
Once complete AMD plan to sell the
Nx686 as their own K6, so securing
their position as the second biggest
chip supplier to the PC market.
Another third-party chip manufac-
turer, Cyrix, is struggling as sales of 486
processors plummet. Their 5x86 sold in
reasonable quantities, but not enough
to stop their business from falling dra-
matically. Yet Intel go from strength to
strength, reaching a record turnover of
$16 billion - about £10 billion - this year.



AMIGA 4 1200

The UK's favourite home computer is back! Amiga Technologies, A Fi : , \MIGA Technologies Gmbli

a brand new UK company have launched the Amiga 1200 with a . . A

stunning array of software in the AMIGA MAGIC pack. And, to £ £ > -UW[(}[ 7200 ‘ﬁ‘ *& 1
make a great pack even better, every Amiga 1200 Magic Pack f 4 o m ‘

from Silica (at the advertised price), comes with a FREE g/ W=

Chaos software pack - see below. iy T

MAGIC PACK INCLUDES:

e Amiga 1200 Computer - 2w RAM

® 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive Built-in

e 2.5" 170ms HD Option - see seiow rﬁghﬂ%’;
o Wordsworth v4se - word processor UPGRADE

» Digita Datastore v1.1 - patabase
e Digita Organiser v1.1 - personal Organiser
o Turbo Calc v3.5 - spreadsheet

» Photogenics v1.2se
Paintimage Processing & Composing

e Personal Paint v6.4

Paint Package

e Workbench v3.1 > : | e
e Whizz - 30 piattorm Game — - > . LN ' A1200 SPECIFICATIONS
e FREE Chaos Pack B S e 32-Bit 68020EC Processor

e Pinball Mania - pinbail Arcade Game T— _ ' ' o AGA Chipset/16.7 Million Colours

= TV o 2Mb RAM - Built-In Modulator
INCLUDES ALL DISKS & MANUALS IHCLUDES SCALA MM300 * ’ o 96 Key Keyb'rd With Numeric Key Pad

9w RAM - NO HD [ 2w» RAM + 170ms HD | o POMCIA Smart Card Sio

Inc VAT - AMC 3039 Inc VAT - AMC 3199 Rt S

— S Ny 2w

AM[GAA4000T

TOWER SYSTEM .2
® 68040/25ue: o 680B0/50ur: PIOCESSOT wonron wor mcvcces s e | SoFTwARe Pacy

CHAOS ENGINE

e 6mp RAM - 2mo Chip, 4w Fast | | SYNDICATE

PINBALL FAN

""I:‘L

e Workbench v3.1 r | MICK FALDO'S CrAMPIONSSL:

e Advanced Graphics Architecture : == | | awarp 405 pACH
'AGA' Chip Set - 16.7 Million . | WINNING pack .

1‘ Colour Palette |
-._ _-,J ;
% e 1.260 SCSI Hard Drive e - | Y @

e 1.76mv Floppy Drive
e 2 x 3.5 Drive BHFS o ) bl
e FREE Chaos Pack from Silica @‘ >

68040cPu + 1.26» HD J 68060CPU + 1.26b HD

£2199|(£2499 | [Scalammsoo

Inc VAT - AMB 5040 Inc VAT - AMB 6060 | No disks or manuals
CALL FOR AVAILABILITY

\ JEEIZTIZAN  MAIL ORDER HOTLINE:
FREE UK _~ ,
DELIVERY 5, A) =
o o =20 ELDE f : ¥

'DH IJHD‘EHS 'D'A"EH Eiﬁwﬂ .




\ QUALITY AMIGA PERIPHERALS & SOFTWARE WV

'RAM UPGRADES 4l FLOPPY DISK DRIVES
-mm GENLOOK

Takes an ASD0 from 512% o 1we - RAM 0505

e o Wl T SONY FLOPPY

AS00 512K (inc clock)_ £25.00 |
MK FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS ™™o« Aownsaene oo AMIK  3%n DELUXE EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE
AS00 Plus s £30.00 FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS
HT100
HOME VIDEQ o seghgod dobst e ool e
E AB00 1Mo (inc clock) . £40.00
\rAT Takes gn AGOO from Tub to 2 - FAM DE10
Hawk Tws - No FPU ____ £99.00

B 32-bt RAM board, T populated
and bafiery backed ciock - RAM 1210

Hawk 2ws - No FPU
B 32 -0t FUAM board, 2w popuitated
and bafiery backed ciock - FAM 1220

Hawk 4smb - No FPU
B 32-bit FAMN board, 4ue populated
and batiery backed clock - RAM 1240

Hawk Bmb - No FPU
B 32-t RAM board, Bue populated

£129.00

£189.00

® High quality 34~ Sony mechanism  ® J5MS access lime
® Strong meal casing ® Daisy chainabie via thru port
® Bydlt-in anti-click feature ® [ow power usage

£329.00

® High quality graphics and video mixing desk

® Hardware fade befween graphicAndeo

£59

and bafery backed clock - RAM 1280 ® Swilchable anti-virus mode & External PSU
® FREE Scala HT100 program disk ® RGE thru - saving the gemlpck from ® Fnable/disable switch rot required NC VAT DFW 1150
® Add tithes and special effects to videos being unplugged when nol in use FPU 33wz For Hawk . £59.00
® Ideal for home and semi-professional users ~ *® Eﬁﬂﬂ;mm*ﬂ‘uﬂﬂm"ﬂ' TP St P e A= L A
y i f
e T ® Comprehensive FPU 40mm: For Hawk . £99.00 LGABEH I"TEH"AI- FLOPPY
® [nput and oulput composite video signals 16-page manual Egg Crystal and FPU for Hawk - UPG 12565 3!&" 1"1‘ lHTEHHﬁL FL“PF? nl““E
® Swilches batween video only, computer only plus full colour ¥
and mixed graphics sieeve NC VAT VID 2900 FOR AMIGA 500/500PLUs OR AMIGA 600/1200

3D HEADSET
I-glasses!

FOR AMIGA 600/1200

OVERDRIVE QUAD SPEED CD-ROM

FOR THE AMIGA 1200

N/ A\VIA\VIA\VIAVIA\VIA\VIA\VI

This unit combines a CO-ROM drive with the future in Smart Card Interfaces, the 4000 WITH MAMBA MODULATOR

PCMCIA siot. This makes for an incredibly convenient and simple to use CD-ROM

drive systern opening up a whole new world of COVmullimedia fechnology

o pomcin SCS! INTERFACE 48l MONITORS

S echatam SCSI-2 INTERFACE 14" COLO

" ranstr e M "SQUIRREL I!J'II]I\IIT[IIIE‘“:l
co - s

* compativi = N o eyes 1o & whole FOR ABO0/A1200 FOR A1200/A4000/T

. :.:}L;'?L:EEM new reality. Ull"llikﬂ‘ other head- —

® Runs most CO™ soffware mounted devices, Virtual 1.0's

SEE PAGE 3 FOR FULL OVERDRIVE RANGE

£249

BNC VAT  HAR D

i-glasses!™ give you a crystal
clear full colour video image -
it's like having a personal 2

l mi(,l:

Aminet Set 1 £24.95 ROM £29.00 .
4%#»1-*” ACA 0500 of 30 obyects, images eic - ACL 0100 metre screen with you all the
Aminet 5 : £14.95 Meeungfaaﬂgﬂ Vol. i e :’E.ﬂﬁ time. What's more, with the hi-
1.1 prgabytes of software - ACA 0510 st PD sofware - - . AMIGA
Aminet 6 .. £1495 Tema Sound Lib £19.95 :::“’; SOUNd, YoUS Wondar B s
1!%{#%:# KA 0520 sy g evel . ! . g .mﬂ‘mlﬂlwm
Animations Double CD . £19.95  The Light Works £2495 settied for [ £DDY Shus s Be PCMCA S fouily  © 14" 28awm Colow Monker wit
Hundreds of animations - ACA 1000 Aaytraceng objects and lexiures - ACT 0500 :
CDBoot 1.0 £19.00 UPD Gold £29.95 less. MC VAT VID 9830 warmanty problems) and afiows you 10 connect Built-in Stereo Speakers
Runs CO® software. CO-ROM requined - ACC 1000 Entire PD libeary on 4 CDs - ACL 8500 ::;umnmhmﬂ;m i ¢ TR
Giga Graphics £29.00 Zoom £19.00 of herd drves SCS! e Digital RGB Analog
10,000 images on 4 CDs - ACG 0500 Galachon of PD classics - ACZ 0500 CO-ROM drives, 2ip £69_'H & For A1200 &
drives, PD drives, eic AONT
JEEREL VAT WAR S0 * Power and audio mgg
IMAGE MANIPULATION cabis B VAT _MON 313

e —
- r
-

PHOTOGENICS V1.2

MAHBA

) FOR A1200/A4000/T SOFTWARE OFFERS ’
| 3 i & Manipuiate and paint graphics in 24-bit & MODULATOR AMI-FILESAFE - USER £29.00 12 GHEYSGALE
' Photogenics * Zipeots Wmmwﬂa FOR ALL AMIGAS Super last g system - ASA 4795 MONITOR
: L AMI-FILESAFE - PRO __ £69.00

* Muitipie image editing
® Real-time HAMS display

* (Open design lefs you o add your £54

own loaders, savers or effects

Ml AT

Mo mainchons vimueon - ASA LA00
BRILLIANCE V2.0 _ £49.00

Adwvance pand L aremabon soffwane - ASB 7912

FOR ALL AMIGAS

CANDO V2.5 £79.00
interactve audiovisual authorng - ASC 2200
SCALA MULTIMEDIA EDGE 1.7 - PRO £1695 5
MMA400 o g AR B
« Video titing and I = The Amitsk Mamba External Modubtor, GB ROUTE PLUS £34.99 f‘!
presentation =% - makes an ideal replacerent modulator for e s and oumeys in The UK - ASG 3122 0
package all Amiga owners. E needed is b
o RS b T o e e s T A
- s e | B4R  PENPALUK1S £36.95
animations fo M‘Tw INC VAT _ MOA 4200 Easy 10 Use word processor - ASP 1942 'Wﬁﬁhﬂrhﬂnﬂmﬂd
= Profpssipnal Shades
FINAL COPY I £49.95
ik o A o v * Pt Wors s
» imports MID! and standard sound files MAXIPLAN 4 .. £19.00  * Buil-In Stereo Speakers
- smwﬂm FLC PhotoCD and POWEH Su PPLY Busingss software suite - ASM 2012 ® Fasy Access to Controls for
o PEN PAL UK 1.5 £36.95 SRR
formats . Brightness,
" ﬂ'ﬁmﬂf 2 ‘ Amitek AS00/8600/1200 __ £29.00 Eamy 10 Ul wond procsssor - ASP 1542 .
wm Wﬁﬂgﬂg 'ml:i'm Eﬂ‘ 22 Beige coloured replacement power VISTA PRO 3.0 £24.95  » Small Footprint Egm?:

e el e i T -

ORDER HOTLINE:

0181-309 1111

Supply for ASDDBD0M200 - POW 0510

All prmes rrlcludﬂ VAT

Landscape generating package - ASV BOO2

change

FREE UK .
DELIVERY ¢

ON ORDERS OVER C£40.VaT

A Y 40V 4V 4V 4V 4V eV WYV L




CITIZEN 24-PIN
ABC COLOUR
DOT MATRIX

fajuic}

T y— -
% /
* Small and compact with 24-pin
griet quality
* Works with any PC or Amiga computer
& 5 Buit-n fonts, 2 scalable to 40pt
® Huit-in 50 sheef auto feeder

o (itiren ‘Easystart’ software for
Windows and Amiga

& Auto sef racity
& Resolution: 360 x 360dpi
& Black ribbon

& Colour kit supplied
including
O b Don

& 7 year warranty

£149

NC VT PR P

COI.OI.!N
BUBBLE JET

-
‘

® Speed 4

10cps at 245cps (high speed) and
173cps (tph quaiity)
& 50 column - Ad
® Rag 360 i
with smoothing function in mono
® Fonfs: 5 typefaces

® Parallel interface _ -.,q '
® G4K input buffer, 41K download buffer froum dick el
® Emulations: LO2550. X23E ery litle mermory

LEXMARK EXECJET IIC
COLOU: INKJET

‘ I ® Speeds

BEW
Jppm drafly

Zppm LO
Colowr from

N\ PRINTERS AWV A AMIGA CD*

CHITIGAI. ZONE PACK

32-BIT SYSTEM - 7 CD TITLES

e per page

® Hes 600 x 300dp black and white
300 x 300dpi colour

& 150 sheets A4 up to 15 envelopes
& 12 Bult-in Scalabie Fonts

—

e base warranty

Der mmnule -

360dpi - 720 x 360dp!

.
a Py ..-r'n.

4‘“ FREEnCT dims
i !

Canon enhanced s Tha

& Automatic

angd manual
shaat fppder

Jr 8,
£299| o

o Paraliel mierface
{Optional serial)
& ¥ year refum o

.J'I-"l-

- F - e -~ i - A
YRS O [N A

* 21KB Buffer Memony

2olo
Fminutes

£249

[T

STUDIO PRO NI

FHIHTER EI'.IH'EHI]LLEH b——

'Illlllilll'l TET]

| E49

ipa ML WIRT

ASS BEO)

EILICA ETUCK A FULL RANGE {}F PHIHTEHE DRIVES & AEEESEDFIIEE CALL FOR DETAILS

w A W A v

Seagate ST9240AG 210w

+ GUP E-Uﬂware £129.00
S-Eagate ETQcEDGAG EEEu
i'l JE.C-D

+ G'u’F S-nﬂwa:e _

. F '-r =ik

D\rEfDnvE Dﬂuble Spee-d Eﬁ":‘l 00

and play CC -,.L.... ..-..u:- 1:._1

ﬂu.rertlmre Guad Speed
aocess o Amiga spacific Chs
angd :-..-.'. L™ o |r..-. || - HAR 3542
EE | 5 A

OVERDRIVE HD
(IDE) - 560Mb

FOR THE AMIGA 1200
Uiftra fast external hard disk. Plugs
into PCMCIA siof -
interface is twice the

speed of the -

internal one -
Gan be used

along side

niernal

e
hard drmve

® External IDE hard disk for A1200

 [£249

rﬂl’."l"lj,"l'rﬂp
= VAT HMAR :';,'H-'li

£249.00

soffware
& Lan be used along
sade miernal HD

Zoom 14 4XE Fax Modem

"-1.-'- wal T4 AD060E P e
TATIC S TR

Zoom 28.8XE Fa.; Modem
F tne

——

BASED

£249.00 Lﬂgm ESpeed Muuse EH.’:‘IE
MORE THAN JUST A

£349.00 Gurclr.shm Apa-:he 0513’1 £6.99 GAMES CONSOLE
umons 6 Lritical Zone includes the powerful 32-bit CD*
45 ' e e games console with built-in dual speed CD-
£116.33 ‘?uichshm St_arﬁghteﬂ £8.99 AOM drive, an 11 button controller and 7 top
- e CO-ROM games. Optional upgrades include

keyboard an \

Zip Stk Super Pro oo e ooard and disk drive (allowing use of 1200

E1 98.58 &usolirg. m

LTS

il 28 BDOBOS [Ran i e iiBR R g tabla top joyshch

:;qlanrtul'-. MOD B35

Panasonic
PD SYSTEM

READ/WRITE OPTICAL DRIVE

® Ouad speed CD-ROM Drrve
with 600K Data Transfer
and 195ms acoess

@ B50M: re-writabie ophical dish
arrve with rémio
Cartndges (DIS

ALL-IN-ONE

NEW %588

47 STORES NATIONWI

0181-309 1111

MEGA MOUSE

FOR ALL AMIGAS

vable canndges
1500) £45.0C

CD-ROM, HARD DRIVES & IIODEMS 'MICE & J'STICKS 4

JE-FDF»-EDE#HS-E-W

POWER
CONSOLE

software) and an MPEG video playback card
allowing video CDs to be played on the CD®.
e 32-Bit processing power

® Dual speed CD-ROM drive

e 16.8 million colours

® Plays audio & CD+graphics CDs
® 17 button controller

e [itles available from £9.99

L ]

Optional full screen video
CD module - ccaaszn erise

OPTIONAL SX1 MODULE

Twrns the COD™ ndo 3 powerhl

Mega Mouse 3 Button

£14.95

32-0f multemediy Computsr wng
fhe SX1 multlpon expansion
modhie

E199

S$X1 CD* BLACK KEYBOARD 539 '[.'HJ
PC type keyboard thai :-lu.u;ﬁ. ko 5X1 P

Jm

10 ERANCHES

ETMATE RO B Dws

£199

INC VAT CCD 3450

"'A"—A".A

£/ N DAL NAL/NAL/NDODL/NOL/N)

N THEREWHAMT

Batore you

COMPUTER
SHOPPER

product
ol our slores. of

THE SILICA SERVICE

geCxde WHEN 10 buy. we sugges! you consider WHERE 10 buy and
protec! your mvesimend with & purchase fom Slica WEh or unrvaled
Sxpesrenic® Bl axDeise, wi will provicks Bl the extra halp. ehace and
rilormaton you may need bolh now and in the future. Buy deect .-; =
riturn B COUPONn Now and begin 10 experence e "Sdcs Service

1964 Awards
WINNER
Best Soffware
Dedrvery Senace

prowven track record un

17 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Sikcd has been established for over 17 years I
fhan most ofher computer sSuppliers
professaonal Compuler Sales

and has &

OPEN UNTIL 7pm

Mall arder ines are open Mon-Fri Sam to Tpm and Sat Bam
fo 530pm. Call your local store for Shop GDEMNG TiFnes

Y !’.“"?,E MATCH

Slofeé, you See he H"""‘ pooda """.'".'. i‘ B SOl

price by 3 OCal competitor. we will maich them on
a Same Product - Same Price bass For customers
who order by teiephone we will match ofher ma

order companss prces (ncigd g Tl e
charpe). All price malches are Subsed o :;,-.-
Compatior |'I|'Ilrlf'l|j the QOOSE N $I0CK

manthly termis (APA 15.8%

HOW TO PAY

We accepl mos! major cradn canos, cash, chegque o
- WITEn Quobes on réquest)

WE OFFER DISCOUNTS

o Busingss, Education and Government purchassrs
who place volume orders, Call D181-308 OBBS

COMPUTER

SHOPPER

1904 Awards EHE[HT TERMS AUHII.ABLE WE SUPPORT YOU

NOMINATION | | o sapes v % Mot savmess F.l‘v T Free Technical Helpling - 0181-308 1111 and Free
Best AlTer IehEine "r‘ .l:..l o '}.‘L Saibect B [} 1*'.1 BroChures vEikabse on regues

Sdies Senae

MAIL ORDER & HEAD OFFICE: Silca House,

Hatheriey Road, Skdcup, Keni, DA14 40X

e 1

NATIONWIDE

BRETIL Jetwatgmy- Db S Jamet Bariee 17409 MM

" DHELMSFORD  Detestams - o e 31 HGH S NS 3 Piease send me an Amiga brochure - free of charge
CROYDON Debestaon - owfeo 1130 Mol End 101500 055 Please send detaded mformation on the following products
GLASCON  Detestns-me mwd B AT MA-ITI BN

GLOUCESTER  Debeohams - uur i e Kings Sy VIS-282 1111

GULDFORD Debestams - o i Mook e o

RAROW  Debeniams - ow Suion Ad N4 on

WL ebertary - Progpect & i s

PIWICH hﬂn:: Wesge S ) gr: My Sesis —_——

IOWDON  Séc - STotetmCowtRd IS NS ——

LONOON DebETRams - o e 1M Otord & MITI500 DONE
LONOON  Haods  -ow e Knghtididge  BTTY-T 1M ompany « x

LUTON Debetams - tubeo: Amdaie (et SR NN

MANCHESTER  Debertams - e reer Warket 1 (R Asdress

PLYMOUTH  Debentams - ¢ i Aoy Parade N2 155k

ROMFORD Debentams - o e Markel Place FITOE THEDNE

SHEFRELD Debentams - oo e The Moor -1 N

"SHEFFELD Debettams - ¢ bowe Weadowtali D NUESET

SibCup s - Bicd House Hatheriey B4 D-3I2 BT Postcode: ..

SOUTHAMPTON Detertams - 1 vewt Quttgny nm E‘

SOUTHEMD Weddes HghSinel N2 M2 B Tl (Home)

THURRDCE  Debentar ke Centre D108 BS3SHT Tol (Work) 1730

% !

e BN

anL 0181-309 1111 OR RETURN THE COUPON
¢ Shcy AMUSR-TIEITD SEo Hosse Hafwriey Rd Sakep. Kent DA 40X

Which computer(s), i any, do you own?

DEBEDAMS

hlir "e:0" .} 0y . &8, T .Fi2"h: 3




THE AUI News FILE

Quotes
of the Month

“To go from Bosnia to One Foot in the Grave, to be treated as having a
two minute attention span, to be assumed to need more and more
stimulation by increasingly startling presentations is to have everything
reduced to the same level of significance or insignificance,” said the
former Archbishop of York.

He went on “To have almost limitless power to call up any image, to
convey and receive information without any restraints, to create, as it
were, one's own world, could reinforce the dangerous perception that
life has no purpose beyond self gratification.”

The Archbishop'’s first comment has a very incisive edge. He is right
in saying we are giving ourselves an immense problem with reality itself
if we place, in the powerfully convincing medium of television, so close
together that they are on he same plane of consciousness and believability,
ugly, sometimes terrible events juxtaposed with frivolity and escapism.

TV does reduce vastly differing occurrences to the same level of
significance. They appear on the same screen in the same time frame,
often with the same production values. What happens to our ability to
judge the significance of real tragedy when it is placed with, even
interrupted by, sales messages and surrounded by entertainment?

In the whole of human history, our race has not been faced with a
brainwashing medium so powerful as TV. Worryingly not only is it so
believable a medium, but it also fits diversion and enjoyment into the
same format as terror and death, daily. Is it surprising that the USA, for
example, is such a violence soaked society when the age groups that are
least equipped to distinguish reality from fantasy, children and
adolescents, are provided with a diet of undifferentiated TV in which the
real violence and horror of Viet Nam and Bosnia are easily confused with
the fictional baddies of NYPD and the Silence of the Lambs?

Seemingly children in the USA see several thousand killings on TV
before they reach school leaving age. And they are supposed to be able
to separate factual deaths from fictional ones...

As for the Archbishop's second point about creating one’s own
world. Perhaps in a world as ours, in which such confusion and ugliness
seem the order of the day, it unsurprising that many take refuge in
another world of their own making.

But doesn’'t his comment suggest that he fears that such power not
only reduces the distance in capability between the human being and the
traditional, world-creating God, in which the Archbishop believes, but
also that religion, at least in the West, can’t offer a sense that there is any
reason for living other than hedonistically to “enjoy” life.

The ability of technology to enable the creation of “self-gratifying”
worlds is not a crime of technology, but a result of a society in which
commercialised values have enforced a confusion of what is of
significance and what is for gratification, what is real and what is unreal.

Don't blame the engine, Archbishop, blame the greed and stupidity
of the society that creates it, and of the people who drive it.

And, as doubtless the Archbishop used to say on Sunday mornings,
so endeth the lesson.

Just the Trick

anadnan company AmiTrix have

annaunced a hardware and soft-
ware networking solution for all
Amigas. The AmiLink hardware ena-
bles the networking of upto 20 Amigas
via their floppy ports. This leaves the
other ports free, and allows for high
speed data transmission. Plus up to
three external floppy drives can still
be connected per machine.

Apart from the software that sup-
ports AmiLink, AmiTrix have also ne-
gotiated the rights to bundle Envoy -
the official Amiga networking soft-

m AUl « JANUARY 1996

ware - with their kits. The starter outfit
consists of two network modules,
AmigaLink and Envoy, cables and
connectors

The prnice for this lot I1s currently

set at $299, some £200. Additional
units vary between $135 and $179
depending on which software is sup-
plied.
Contact: AmiTrix Development,
5312 - 47 Street, Beaumont,
Alberta T4X 1H9, Canada.
Tel/Fax. 001 403 929 8459.
Email. sales @amitrix.com
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here have all the Amiga users

gone? According to the Amiga
Club, most of their members are now
abroadwhich has prompted Roy Byrne
to change the name of the club he
runs to “Amiga Club International”.
(Now there’s something familiar about
that name, don't you think?)

The Amiga Club has been in
existence for six years, supplying
members with a disk of the month and
the chance to purchase PD/Shareware
for 40p if they supply the disks. Amiga
Club International is a member of The
Amiga International User Groups

Amiga Club
international

Association.

The cost of membership is £10 for
the first year with subsequent years at
£5. Curiously no price is mentioned
for overseas members, for whom the
club has changed theirname, although
they say that anyone joining the club
Inresponse to this AUInews item may
join for £7 if they send in a photocopy
of this article.

Contact: Amiga Club
International, 190 Falloden Way,
Hampstead Garden Suburb,
London NW11 6JE
Tel. 0181 455 1626.
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ClubbingitinGreece

he Amiga Club International may

be interested to know it has a rival
which has just been set up in Greece.
Called creatively “Greek Amiga Club",
itis the first Amiga computerclubto be
officially recognized “by the law in the
country of Greece” according to
Stephanos Siopoulos, the club's Sec-
retary General,

The club is committed to support-
ing both users and distributors to
promote the Amiga in "several pro-
fessional applications fields". They
are appealing for donations to the
club, on behalf of the individual us-
ers, from foreign user associations,

haraware and, especially, software
developers. They are willing to help
developers translate their software
into Greek to overcome problems
caused by the Greek alphabet, as
finding and purchasing original Amiga
software in Greece is, they say, rather
difficult.

Contact: Stephanos Siopoulos,
52 Silivrias Str., N. Smyrni 171 23,
Athens, Greece.

Tel. 0030 19349963. E-mail.
konem @prometheus.hol.gr (attn:
Greek Amiga Club) or
anaconda@athena.compulink.gr
(attn. Greek Amiga Club).

HP Targets

Desktop Market

H ewlett-Packard has announced its first line of disk drives designed
specifically for the desktop computer market. Available in 1Gb and
1.6Gb capacities with industry-standard Enhanced IDE interfaces, the new
products feature HP “SureStore out-of-box compatibility with all popular
operating systems.” Oh, really?

The HP SureStore Disk 1080A (1Gb) and HP SureStore Disk 1600A
(1.6Gb) are backed by HP's “SureStore brand benefits, such as Express
Exchange” which, they say, assures drive replacement within 24 hours to
users. HP also offers direct, end user phone access to trained HP techni-
cians.

The new E-IDE hard drives extend HP's existing line of 1Gb, 2Gb and
4Gb SCSI interface drives that target servers, workstations and high-end
desktop PCs. HP expects the 1Gb and 1.6Gb models to be popular in
situations where VARs (Value Added Resellers) are specifying or configuring
desktop systems and PC upgrades.

Contact: Hewlett-Packard Ltd., Cain Road, Bracknell, Berkshire
RG12 1HN. Tel. 01344 369222



Compaq
Top for
Servers

ccording to IDC research,

Compaqgnow has 41% ofthe PC
server market largely because they
are running Windows NT, offering
twice the performance of Unix sys-
tems. The most popular machine be-
ing a Compagq Proliant 4500 with four
133MHz Pentium processors, each
with two megabytes of Level 2 cache
RAM.Compagq is now working on clus-
tering technology to allow NT servers
to be linked to do minicomputer and

Net Increase

A ccording to the New York Times,
adults are spending as much time
surfing the Net each week as they are
watching rented videos. The first sur-
vey of the Information Highway has
shown that 10.8 per cent of the popu-
lation have used the Net, which is
more than anticipated by many ‘ex-
perts. However the survey also
showed that the majority of users tap
into the Net from the office rather than
from home, although presumably the
same can't be said for videos!

But what it also means is that
users aren't having to pay for the
phone bills resulting from their going
onto the Net. It's always cheaper and
a very attractive option when some-

mainframe-size tasks. one else is paying.
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Bum Draw

computer userin Pennsylvania is having a go at suing Corel for megamillions.

Why? Because versions 4 and 5 of Corel Draw “were not properly tested,
were released in defective condition, were unmerchantable and unable to pass
as suitable in the trade, and failed to properly load or execute™. Nothing serious
then!

Nothing new there then, so why should the poor old Corel user be surprised?
Most software comes out in that problematic state. You can't really imagine, say
car or washing machine manufacturers letting their products out in that state; or
Marks and Spencers selling bras or knickers that fall to pieces when touched -
though that might not be such an unpleasant idea.

Is it that people - and especially software companies - do not actually believe
that computing is a part of the real world where such things have the same
standards?
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You can't eat or even wear this Big Mac.

unnyline is serving up the Mouse

Burger, a mouse shaped like a
cheeseburger. The Mouse Burger
costs £27 and comes with its own
driver, which has double click
shortcuts and adjustable cursor
speed. The product’'s launch comes
along with those other can’t-live-with-

out computing accessores,; the Lion
King mouse mat, and the Trojan Light
Pen.

The Trojan Light Pen? That used
to one of the less demanded add-ons
for the C64 back in the mid-Eighties!
What is this - Back to the Future with
the Mouseburger and Company?

A R E R E R R R O ey vy e e o I B B B DN BN BN BN BB BN BN BB B NN B RN N N B L B

THe AUI News FiLE

Multimedia
Monitor

ViewSmnic have launched a multimedia monitor with built in hi-fi stereo
speakers. The 17GA s the first to feature the Viewsonic's new “PerfectSound”
system and has been designed they say, to make the most of multimedia
applications at the office, in education or for entertainment.

The new monitor has twin dome speakers, “with microhole speaker grills,
built into the bezels at each side of side of the screen”. This, claim ViewSonic,
“unsurpassed stereo sound quality.”

There is a built-in microphone, external microphone port, and headphone
jack. The 17GA is backed by ViewSonic's three year warranty.

Contact: Viewsonic, Airport House, Purley Way, Croydon, CR0 0X2Z
Tel. 0181 781 1856.

of the Month

“We have hundreds of employees who get up every morning with just
one thing on their minds: finding ways to improve the Internet, thereby

winning for Microsoft a larger share of the market for Internet browsers.
People ask, ‘Will the Internet be the thing that kills you?' | say with
tongue in cheek, ‘No. It's all the other things that will kill us, because
we re so distracted by the Internet’.

Bill Gates (who else!) Boss of Microsoft.

Itis, of course, Microsoft that is being said to be the big loser if PCs
are replaced by cheap set top boxes that don’t need its Windows
software. No wonder hundreds of employees have the Internet on their
minds. Their jobs may depend on Microsoft coming up with something
that eliminates the threat the Internet poses Bill Gates’ company.

Windows on

the Shelf

The hype surrounding the release
of Windows 95 meant that 7 million
copies sold, covering the launch costs
and helping to raise profits for Microsoft
by 58% to $499m - £300 million - for

the quarter. However it seems that the
majority of copies of Win95 that were
sold went to PC manufacturers and
were pre-installed on PCs. ‘Only’ 3
million stand alone copies sold ...

JANUARY 1996 « AUI m




THE AUI News FILE

Astrion Carries

the Torch

Astrion. distributors of CD-ROM
products in the UK for The Dis-
covery Channel and Voyager, are now
developing products themselves. The
Olympic Games, priced £39.99, is
what they claim to be the first official
licenced history of the Olympic Games
to be produced on CD-ROM. Sports
and history fans can access 100 years
of the Olympic Games information

from Athens 1896 to Barcelona in
1992. “As well as audio-visual footage
of the most memorable moments,
there will be statistical records and
biographies of medal winners.” AV
footage from 18967 That mustbe very
early prizewinning stuff indeed!
Contact: Astrion Plc.,

142 Great North Way, Hendon,
London NW41EG Tel. 01812020011
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HP Gobbles
Up Convex

With debts mounting up over
the last two years, Convex

Computer has been acquired by
HP in a takeover worth £100 mil-
lion. Convex uses Hewlett Packard
technology in their super-comput-
ers for scientific and engineering
applications, like oil exploration,
automotive crash simulation, and

weather modelling. HP currently
holds a 5% equity stake in Con-
vex.

Convex will become awholly-
owned subsidiary of HP and will
be integrated into HP's computer
systems group to become the
high-end of the company’s com-
puter product line.
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survey of over 1,100 children
has revealed that The Sun news-
paper is more popular with seven to
fifteen year old boys than any other
publication, including sport, comics,
and computer games magazines.
The 1995 Business Development
Partnership's Schools Survey also
throws into dispute the popular theory
that children are turning away from

Sun Shine

television to computer generated en-
tertainment, with an average of 41%
of girls and 34% of boys watching 3 -
4 hours of television each weekday.

With all that TV and The Sun to
read, do they havetimeto play games?
Well, The Sun readers do, you'd have
to be illiterate to take more than six
minutes to read the whole ten-words-
a-sentence daily comic.

Bikini Net

ccording to some US experts,

“Women watchers are very well
served on the Net with choices rang-
ing from the Baywatch Web Site to
the 75th Miss America with its 50
contestants.” For a varied diet though
they are advised to try Hooters,
home of the world famous bikini
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clad waitresses’ which started with
one branch 11 years ago and now
has 150.

Now could it be that they don't
mean “women watchers” but watch-
ers of women, who are more likely to
turn out to be men? Funny language,
English.
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Alcatel’s satellite deal

Icatel Alsthom, the French
lelecnma transport and engi-
neering group has been awarded a
contract for about £400 million to con-
struct three satellites which will be
used to create a digital radio network
for the Third World.

Work will shortly begin for World
Space, a privately owned US-based
company which aims to be the first
large-scale provider of digital radio

services by satellite.

The system is expected to be a
cost effective replacement for many
broadcasters in the developing
world which have difficulties reach-
ing even their own national popula-
tion using shortwave and FM trans-
missions.

The BBC is also experimenting
with digital radio broadcasts which
produce a higher quality sound.
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S wedish Skipper, Dennis Oren, set
out from Falmouth on 22nd Octo-
ber to undertake a single handed,
non-stop, voyage round the world in
an 86 year old wooden Baltic Trader
called the Vega of Bergkvara.

The boat is being sponsored by
the Swedish Children's charity
Globetree Foundation in support of
the UN's 50th birthday. Globetree or-
ganised the financing of the project as
part of their Blue Wave initiative. The
Blue Wave project aims to engage
children in practical, environmental
studies across the world.

A consortium of high technology
companies comprising Digital, Sony,
Upnet and Swedish Inmarsat provider,
Telia Mobitel, have banded together
to install a state of the art communica-
tions system designed to link to the
Internet. The consortium has imple-
mented a system linked via the
Inmarsat satellite to enable children to
follow the voyage round the world and
to provide a worldwide forum for chil-
dren to work together using electronic
mail and the World Wide Web.

On board the Vega there is a
HiNote Ultra, a lightweight laptop PC
from Digital with specialised peripher-
als to enable the multimedia capabili-
ties, cameras, and microphones posi-

The Net on the
Ocean Wave

tioned by Sony. These are linked via a
Cisco router to the Inmarsat Satellite
system, which supplies the informa-
tion to the Web site on a Digital Alpha
Internet Server 1000, connected to
Taide, the Upnet Internet service pro-
vider, based in Stockholm. The Web
site is accessible worldwide.

“To our knowledge, this is the first
time that a real-time Intemet link has
been created on a sailing boat. Informa-
tion collected by the Vega will automati-
cally be updated on the Web site. The
Internet is a mass communications
medium designed for everyone and of-
fers endless possibilities for people at
sea for periods of time", said Peter
Szmulik, Internet Business manager for
Digital Equipment in Northemn Europe.

The system's multimedia capa-
bilities allow yachtsmen to send not
just text and graphics, but also real-
time sound clips and pictures. For
example, documents could be edited
and sent to the office, or pictures and
sound clips from on deck sent to the
family at home.

The cost of installing a basic mul-
timedia Internet system on a boat
typically starts at around £5,000.

To follow the electronic log of the
Vega's progress, contact internet ad-
dress: http://wwis.upnet.se/bluewave.

Amstrad back
Iin the black

Ex-ratail giant Amstrad, is back in the black, unveiling a £3.06m profit after
three years of losses. Profit contributions from PC computer manufacturer
Viglen, acquired last year, helped offset continuing losses in traditional consumer

electronics.

And not too long ago, Spurs Chairman and Amstrad Boss Alan Sugar, was

trying to persuade the company's shareholders that they had no chance of making
any money out of the company. So the best thing they could do was sell their
shares back to him, at a very reasonable price, for him, of course. Oh yes, and that
was to have included the little matter of £100 million or so cash that was in the
Amstrad kitty. Oddly, the shareholders didn't accept the offer. And now, surprise,
surprise, Amstrad’'s making profits again. It just shows how even businessmen as
brilliant as Alan Sugar can get it wrong. Or do we mean get it right?
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e Pistol-Grip handle Pistol-Grip handle e
e Three fire buttons Five fire buttons e
e LED indicator LED indicator e
e Six microswitches W Eight microswitches e
e Suction cups for extra Suction cups for extra e
stability stability
e Autofire facility Autofire facility e
£12.99 £14.99
INC. VAT INC. VAT
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joystick. Any joysbck
function can be
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games
£19.99
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& SCREENBEAT 3
Multimedia Stereo
Speaker System
Designed to be mounted
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on a computer monitor LOGIC 3 A
For any computer with FW 111 - Digital Freewheel for Amiga/ST/C64 etc.

audio output of PC FW 123 - Analog Freewheel for Amiga
-5:5-5 v ;r:e C?TE. lltl_i Can you imagine Nigel Mansell using a joystick to control
una Blaster, Ad Lib, his car around a high-speed track? Probably not. That's why

Eﬂ‘fﬂ’; - we came up with the Freewheel. Just plug it into your
uilt-in dooster computer joystick port and experience the real sensation of
circuitry and magnetic driving!
E?IEIUIH-Q e Suitable for all types of driving and flying games
Also accepts output ¢ Uses unique angle-sensitive switches
from a Walkman, e Extra-long connector cable.
Discman, CD player e Does not need to be mounted or
etc. £16.99 fixed to a surface £19.99
INC. VAT INC. VAT
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Towering High

Keeps them private and confidential.
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Companies get together

G old Disk has teamed up with
Fujitsu ICL in a worldwide deal to
bundle its multimedia presentation
software, Astound for Windows, with
the hardware manufacturer's ErgoPro
PCs and Ergolite notebooks.

Now why should that be of interest
to Amiga users? Because the name
Gold Disk might just be a shade famil-
iar to readers of AUI. Were Gold Disk
not the famed creators of many won-
drous Amiga programs including none
other than the one and only Profes-
sional Page?

Once Canadian, but now Califor-
nia-based, Gold Disk have taken their

ittering talents away from the Amiga
ompletely and are committed exclu-

Fellu:rwes has been considering the
needs of CD-ROM users and stor-
age. They have produced a CD Tower
as a practical solution for the storage
and protection of up to 20 CD-ROMs,
CDs, and CD Caddies.

The dove grey Tower has been
designed to suit any office or home
and to organise and store the disks
behind the lightly tinted transparent
lockable door for protection. This, they
claim, will ensure privacy and confi-
dentiality. The Tower can be wall
mounted or free standing.

To support the launch of the new
Tower, Fellowes is offering a free CD
Jewel Case with every product sold
“up to March 31st 1995", subject to
availability. AU/ assumes this is not a
catch, and that they mean 1996!
Contact: Fellowes Ltd, Doncaster
Road, Kirk Sandall, Doncaster,
South Yorkshire, DN3 1HT
Tel. 01302 885331.

sively to The PC. No use shouting
Shame! Though we might all feel that
way. If Escom genuinely wantto make
a success of the Amiga what they
should be doing is getting companies
like Gold Disk back into the Amiga
market. How? Simply by paying them
to produce outstanding software for
our beloved machine. The downfall of
the Amiga, particularly as a serious
machine began when Commodore
didn’t ante up to get the top develop-
ers to put out their software on the
Amiga. 'hat short-sighted policy con-
demned the Amigato be marginalised
from the mainstream where the devel-
opers naturally tended to go. just like
the late, lamented Gold Disk.
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It could be you?
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i
(D
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Lottery. |

choose those lucky numbers?
On the AUI cover

helped some readers to win cash

But there are commercial programs that claim to help
Lottery hopers to trouser millions. Can they do it? Ah, that's for
you to decide if you think the Big Finger is pointing your way.

There is a program is available in traditional 5 1/4" format
price £12.99, orthere is a version on CD-ROM priced £14.99.

Contact: Gem 01279 822822,
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H any of your numbers come up yet? It could be you [
who decides that a little help is needed to win the | ‘6

he choice, it seems, is yours. If birthdays and [
house numbers haven't brought you any luck should you
invest in one of those dinky keyrings sold at petrol stations
or a computer program specifically designed to help you

disks we have included Lottery
programs to help you choose those multimillion pound
numbers. And - see the Write to Reply this month - it has

®  naomoia

NATIONAL
LOTTERY

LI T ARE PRDGRLMW

1 EhuLb
BI TORE
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SLIGHTLY LESS SAFE THAN
JOINING THE MILE HIGH

CLUB BAREBACK WITH A

JUNKIE WHORE IN A PLANE
FLYING OVER A WAR ZONE
WITH THREE ENGINES ON

FIRE A PISSED UP PILOT
AND CARLOSTHE

JACKAL SITTING
RIGHT BEHIND

Oh really?
dvertisements for computer games are getting more and more desperate
intheirtone. Recently Virgin had to cover up a picture of France’s President
Chirac when he was included in a rogues gallery of dictators and other, similar,
admirable characters in an ad for one of their games.

Posters for the game had to have a quick visit from the paper and paste
merchants and a big white space appeared where Chirac's face had been as a
result of protests from the French, and others, who didn't think he was quite up
to Hitler level.lt was pointed out, by Virgin in their defence, that Chirac has been
somewhat negligent of world opinion in nuking innocent Pacific atolls and their
piscatornal inhabitants.

However, the language in the Mortal Kombat ad illustrated here doesn't
seem in all that good taste either. Why does selling games, exploiting children,
or those who act like children, seem to bring out the worst in people?

Quot €S ofthe Month

“When we created Doom we liked it. We knew it would pay the bills. But if you'd
told me I'd be sitting here two years later talking about merchandising and
bidding wars, I'd have asked you what you’s been drinking”.
Jay Wilbur, CEO ID Software.

Doom has sold 200,000 units and is installed as shareware on an estimated
15 million PCs. The Mac version, and Ultimate Doom, have now both become
chart toppers. Yes, you can make an awful lot of money if you remember that
famous phrase “You'll never go broke underestimating the level of taste of the
average consumer, especially the computer games player.”

It is a famous phrase, isn't it? If it isn’t, perhaps it should be.

“99% of the information clogging up cyberspace is drivel.”
Nicholas Blincoe, Computer Retail News

Mr. Blincoe has a point. As yet the amount of information on the
Superinformation highway certainly has no purpose other than to enlarge the
ego of those who put it on and/or waste the time of those who receive it

But isn't that also true, if not in quite so dramatic proportions of the
information to be found today in other media such as newspapers? It is said
that in the western world, 60% or more of the population gets its information
on current affairs from the TV.

So newspapers have become more likely to create “features™ and “col-
umns” than report news and many if not most of these features and columns
could well be classed as “drivel” too.




Printers
Star LC240 24-pin mono £135.00
Star SJ144 thermal £269.00
Citizen ABS 24pincol £155.00
Cannon BJ30 £199.99
HP Deskjet 600 £289.99
Cannon BJ4000C £329.00

Eklipse Mouse

290 DPI
Microswitched buttons
ST/Amiga switchable

Free mouse mat

£7.99

Fusion Genlock

Phone for details
£94.99

AMIGA PACKS

Amiga 1200 Magic
Pack £399.99

Amiga 1200
Computer Combat
Pack £349.99

Repair Services

Our service department can repair Amigas
In minimum time at competetive rates, All
repiars go through our gquotation service
We then report an exact cost for repair.
Turmn around is usually 4-5 working days
but we can arrange same day service (subject
to fault)

Quotation £15
Min Repair Charge £32.25
Courier Pickup £11
Courier Return £7
Same Day Service £15

Memory Upgrades

AS500 512K
(Upgrades A500 to IMb RAM)

£12.99
A500+ IMb
(Upgrades A500+ to 2Mb RAM)
£16.99Y
A600 1Mb
(Upgrades A600 to 2Mb RAM)
£24.99
A1200 4Mb
(Upgrades A1200 to 6Mb RAM)
£179.99

A1200 8Mb

(Upgrades A1200 to 10Mb
RAM)

£299.99

2x IMB SIMM’s
Upgrades GVP HD8 +II Hard
Drive to 2Mb RAM.

£44.99

4x IMB SIMM’s
Upgrades GVP HDS8 +II Hard
Drive to 4Mb RAM.
£89.98

2x 4MB SIMM’s
Upgrades GVP HDS8 +II Hard
Drive to 8Mb RAM.

£279.99

Ladbroke Compting International are one
of the longest established home computer
dealers in the U.K. We have an extensive
customer service policy which involves
testting of all hardware proir to despatch to
ensure that the goods amve in working
order. Offering free advice and support
over the phone and keeping customers
informed. Although our prices are not
always the cheapest we do endeavour to
offer consistently good service and backup.

All prices/specifications are correct at copy
date 09/11/95 (whilst stock lasts), and are
subject to change without proir notice.,

1 adbroke

omputing

33 Ormskirk Road. Preston,
LLancashire PR1 2QP
TEL 01772 203166 / FAX 01772 561071

How to pay

Y ou can order by mail, Cheque/Postal orders
made payable to Ladroke Computing. Or
give your credit card details to one of our
lelesales staff,

Delivery

Postal Delivery is available on orders less
than £40 (Normally £3 phone for details).
For orders above the value of £40 add £7
for msured courier delivery. Saturday
Delivery £20. All the above price are for
mainland UK,

All prices include VAT

Hard Drives

All Datapulse hard drnives comes
as complete boxed external umts
with a small footprint, 2 SCSI
ports, internal power supply.
compatible add on units for GVP
HD8 + II or A600/A1200 via
Squirel Interface.

Datapulse Micra

532Mb £230.00
Datapulse Mica

1Gb £470.00
Squirel SCSI Interface
A600/1200 £64.99
SCSI I Cable £14.99

Allows connection to VGP HDS +
1 for AS500(+)

Floppy Disk Drives

Amitek External Drive £55.00
AS500 Internal Drive £39.00
A600/1200 Internal £49.00

SCSI CD ROMS

Sony external CDROM with
internal power supply and audio
outputs.

Quad Speed SCSI
CDROM £260

Squirel SCSI Interface
A600/1200 £64.99

SCSI I Cable £14.99
AllowsconnectiontoGVPHDS
+ II for ASO(+)

Amplified

Speakers

Soundwave 10
(80 Watts) £39.99

Soundwave 20
(25 Watts) £25.85

Soundwave 240
(120 Watts) £49.99

Monitor’s

T —.
T T —

Amiga M1438S
Multisync £299.99

14", 0.28 dot pitch ultsync
monitor with built in speakers.
compatible with AS500/600/
1200.

OEM 17" SVGA
Monitor £454.73

.28 dot pitch. Non-Interlaced,
MPR2

Fax / Modems

Break into the communications
revolution with the Communicator
high speed range of modems. Log
on to commercial bulletin board
services, contact hardware vendors
BBS s for online support or surf
the Internet.

14,400 Baud External

Fax / Modem £99.99
Fully BT Approved, includes all
cables and 5 year warranty.

28,800 Baud External

Fax / Modem £179.99

Fully BT Approved, includes all
cables and | year warranty.
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he first POWER AMIGA should

be available atthe beginning 1997
and will feature the Power PC 604
RISC CPU. Further models will be
available later in the entry-level, as
well as in the mid-range, say Amiga
Technologies.

They claim the Power Amigas will
be backwards compatible with current
models and will also feature a new
and more powerful chipset.

“Our pre-emptive multitasking
Operating System AmigaOS will be
ported to the Power PC platform first.
Our goal is to make our OS hardware
independent to allow further ports on
other platforms”, said Petro
Tyschtschenko, Chief Operating
Officer, Amiga Technologies

He added: “We have a clear
business plan: We do things con-
sequently, step by step. First, we

ramped up the production and set up
an organisation to handle the Amiga
market and satisfy the demand. Now
that we have achieved this suc-
cessfully, we focus on research &
development to bring new and better
products on the market. One of the
mistakes the former Commodore
made was to do too many things at a
time, too many promises and therefore
losing focus on important aspects of
its business. We have leamed from
these mistakes and won't repeat them.
Commitments and promises are nice
but facts are better.”

The developments will also focus on
including more features in the AmigaOsS,
especially regarding network abilities and
memory management.

The development of the native
RISC AmigaOS willbe made at Amiga
Technologies. An R&D department is
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Packard Bell v. Compaq

bitter dispute between Packard
Bell and Compag is reaching the
courts in America. Packard Bell is
claiming unfair competition, defama-
tion, and violation - yes that’s all. It is
making the claim under the Federal
Lanham Act which makes false ad-
vertising illegal.
Packard Bell accuse Compaq of
running a campaign against them and
“purposely misleading the publicincom-

paring the practice of the two compa-
nies”. Allegedly - you can understand
why we are being very careful here
because we don't want to end up in
Court! - Compaqg have suggested that
Packard Bell has been using “second
hand” parts in machines they sell as
new. Packard Bell is seeking punitive
damages, reimbursement for loss of
income, and a court order compelling
Compaq to run corrective advertising.
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Bored by software!

Acmrding to a report by the Nikkei Weekly, Japanese teenagers are
favouring traditional boardgames, such as Monopoly, rather than the latest
interactive software. Other popular games the youngsters have developed a
yen for are ‘The Game of Life' and “The Dealer’ which “hold their appeal as they
are based on reality rather than fantasy.” Oh really?

Then who has been buying the claimed sale of over 1 million Sega Saturns
in Japan and who is apparently buying up all the Playstations that Sony can
produce for Japan? The Anti-Monopoly Party?
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Amiga QDrive

miga Technologies have told AUl that they are bringing out the Q Drive, a
CD-ROM drive for the Amiga 1200 and 600. Plugging in via the PCMCIA

port, the multi-session quad speed drive is to be launched at a price of £229
including VAT.

The drive has been designed to play, using specially supplied software,
audio CDs, PhotoCDs, and CD32 titles, as well as allowing access to ISO9660
format data discs. The HiFi quality stereo sound from the drive can be mixed
in with the Amiga generated sound output, and then fed to a separate speaker
system. This arrangement is somewhat similar to that on the old A570 drive
that was made for the A500+.
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Amiga goes PowerPC
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towardsPower PC inashorttime, also
for current models.

The first Power PC boards for
current Amigas should be available
before end of 1996.

Amiga Technologies say they will
be flexible in licensing the RISC
Operating System as before so that a
global solution will be available for all
above mentioned Amiga computers.

The 68060 board for the Amiga
4000 T should be available during the
firstquarter of 1996 and should provide
the power needed by applications like
3D rendering software, compilers and
high-end graphics software.

Dunng 1996, new68000basedentry-
level models will be available. These
Amigas will be based on the A1200, but,
say Amiga Technologies, with faster
processors, more memory expansion
capacity and CD ROM expansion.

currently being set up in Bensheim,
Germany, with sufficient engineers to
meet the announced schedules.
Former well known Commodore
technical staff as well as new
engineers will probably join the team
in Bensheim this year.

This development project will also
be involving a dozen companies in
close partnership with Amiga
Technologies GmbH.

More possible news for all Amiga
users: The Power PC technology will
not only be available for new Power
Amigas. Due to a close co-operation
between Amiga Technologies and
Phase V, the German turbo board
manufacturer, a full range of Power
PC boards will also be available for
the A1200, A3000 and A4000 Amigas.

This, say AT, will allow a general
migration of the Amiga platform
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Now you know
what it’s for

Caﬂ it be that there are still some
people around who are largely
ignorant about the value of everyday
PCs? Apparently so as Durham Uni-
versity Business School has published
a free booklet ‘How on Earth can a
Computer Help my Business?’

The guide uses 21 case studies to
show how companies negotiated the
problems of implementing new sys-
tems and then reaped the benefits. For
example, one bookshop located in
Galway started to advertise on the
Internet giving a detailed catalogue of
books in stock.

The booklet, however, emphasises
that a business needs to sort out its
paper based management systems
before installing a computer. Or even
get its management properly trained.
Contact: Durham University
Business School Bedford, MK45 5DE
Tel. 0191 374 3384. Tel. 01525 713671
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Return to Go

he afore mentioned Japanese teenagers - see “Bored by Software!” item

on this page - may be interested to know that they will now be able to test
Monopoly with players all over the world, thanks to a CD-ROM with Internet
facilities being put out by the world's largest toy company, Hasbro.

Monopoly is 60 years old and is apparently the world’s most popular board
game. Now up to six players can take part either around one PC or over the
Internet or local area network, so a US player could sell Boardwalk to a UK player
who would receive the equivalent property, Mayfair, the property we all love. The
program also takes care of currency conversion, dollars to pounds etc. (With so
many prices needing conversion, perhaps we should get it for these pages too!)

The CD-ROM version features 3D animated counters and a master of
ceremonies to roll the dice. Players can view properties before they buy. (What
no more little green and red blocks? Shame!)
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New Amiga Books

fter a period of some inactivity

Bookmark Publishing, a sister
company to Hi-Soft, have obtained
the services of Jeff Walker, the editor
of Just Amiga Monthly (JAM). He has
now become ‘editor-in-chief’ at Book-
mark and will supervise the produc-
tion of quality Amiga-related books
that give practical advice, by some
good - though not necessarily well-
known - authors.

The first book due out is by AUIl's
very own Paul Overaa, and is to be
called "Making the most of Midi". Jeff
Walker told AUI that “It would make
an ideal Christmas present”. JAM will
continue to be published, but from the
Bookmark address.

Contact:

Bookmark Publishing, The Old
School,

Greenfield,
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AUI Test Drive

AGA Experience

Don’t take any notice of the back
insert on this CD. It may be upside
down, it may tell you that the disc
only works with AGA Amigas and
then with ANY Amiga running WB2,
and it can't seem to make it mind
up as to whether it has been pro-
duced by SAdENESS or SAd-
NENESS PD. What is of interest
are the contents.

On the disc we find animations,
demos - both by coding groups and
commercial concerns, games, pic-
tures, and utilities. All have been
selected to show off the capabili-
ties of an AGA machine equipped
with a CD-ROM drive.

In addition to the above there
is a section for diskmags and
slideshows. NFA's own quality
mags are to be found here along
with their efforts at picture reels.

Only one ‘Bodyshop’ title for young
boys - Big Girls. Ten pictures of
beautiful women of average size.

The main idea was to have as
much as possible ‘ready-to-run’
straight from the CD. Unfortunately
many of the Demos and Diskmags
require booting from floppy, so that
they have to be uncompressed to
df0: using DMS.

Apart from the problem with the
back cover insert, | only found one
other... is there no other colloquial
word for mistake that programmers
need to use that does not refer
to some rude part of the body?
Anyway if you want to run the CD
from a CD32 then you need the fol-
lowing - Weird Science’s Network 2
CD (see below).

Once this system is set-up you
can operate the disc remotely from

David Ward harvests AUl’s crop of
CDs and finds out that this month’s

tractorful is not all coming up roses.

your main Amiga - in my case a
souped-up A500+. This is neces-
sary because if you double-click
the ‘Click Me' icon on AGA Exper-
lence, you will get the message
“Cannot find your tool lconX".

This minor error can be over-
come with some judicious copying
to and fro and editing of the offend-
ing file and its icon.

RATINGS

Rating 90%

INFO

Price: £19.95
Publisher: SAJENESS PD
Formats: AGA Amiga
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| could say “See last month's AUI
for the review”, but that wouldn't be
right or fair, even though much of
what was said in December’s issue
could equally refer to the new disc
8 as it did to disc 7. These CDs are
the best.

As usual each disc has a partic-
ular leaning and Aminet 8 has been
graced with just under half a gig of
music modules. “Two thousand of
a very high quality” according to
the compilers.

No doubt disc 9 will already
be out by the time you read this

m AUl ¢ JANUARY 1996

minet

review. lake my word for it, no mat-
ter what's on the disc, the Ami-
net series is worth having. Buy it.
Regardless.

RATINGS

Rating 94%

INFO

Price: £14.95
Publisher: Schatzruhe

Format: Amiga




TurboCalc V2.1

CD has now become a standard
medium in the PC and Mac world
for delivering multi-megabyte soft-
ware. Photoshop, for instance,
comes on a CD-ROM from which
you then install to hard disk.
Amiga CDs have been some-
what different, until now. Previous
discs have mainly been reposito-
ries for shareware data. Bucket
loads of public domain, shovel-
ware, and such like, with only a
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handful of programs running direct-
ly from the disc.

Now this is to change, and one
of the first ‘single program, runable
direct from CD’ pieces of software
has been released by Schatzruhe.

TurboCalc is a professional
quality spreadsheet program that
has been around for quite some
time now on floppy. The decision to
launch it on (from) CD came unex-

If you want to get your Amiga to
communicate with the outside
world, then Network 2 is the disc
for you. Parnet, Sernet, Twin
Express, Ncomm, they're all here.
But the main feature of Network is
its ability to turn your CD32 into a
useful addition to your Amiga,
rather that a grey box for playing
games on.

The long awaited Commodore
A1200 with a built-in CD-ROM
drive has always existed. It's just
that the CD32 was limited by not
having a sensible array of ports -
parallel, SCSI, keyboard, or stan-
dard serial. Luckily, it does have
some sort of serial port and this is
where Network comes into its own
in conjunction with the appropriate
cable.

pectedly. How can a piece of soft-
ware that once occupied a floppy
disk now take up over 600Mb? It
doesn't.

Part of the answer lies in the
fact that no printed manual is sup-
plied. Information on how to use
the spreadsheet is stored on the
disc as illustrated AmigaGuide doc-
uments, of just over 1Mb each, for
both Workbench 2.x and 3.x oper-
ating systems.

The version 2.1 software takes
up slightly over half a meg, while
the demo for the new version 3.5 is
again about 1Mb. Add them all
together and you get just under 4
megs total. Now add to that the
size of the German version. Throw
in localized copies for France and
Italy, but without manuals, and you
end up with a CD with only 8.9Mb
on it.
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Network is also supplied with a
special boot floppy. Hard disk
users can install the software on it,
while those without will not. It's
about time you bought one.

Once inserted into the CD32,
Network boots to a Workbench
screen and then polls the serial
port. You can see it doing this as

No
o
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Tes

AUI Test Drive

But you have to admit that it is
the best way to distribute it. No
need to have different manuals
printed for each country, or floppies
duplicated. Just press one, cheap,
CD. Simple.

The insert booklet tells you that
you can obtain the upgrade version
of TurboCalc, with printed manual,
for the reduced price of $52 by
sending off the special form. Is it
worth it?

Now some of you may never
have heard of TurboCalc, so | think
| had better enlighten you.

TurboCalc started off in life as a
shareware program. Schatzruhe
started out as a PD library, then
became a budget software compa-
ny, and then took on TurboCalc
when Michael Friederich, Turbo
Calc’s author, wanted to make
some money from his prodigy.

Today TurboCalc is Germany's
best selling Amiga spreadsheet,
and Schatzruhe are one of the
leading Amiga software suppliers.
Perhaps they used TurboCalc to
improve their business.

Anyway, spreadsheets are very
powerful programs... in the right
hands. Apart from being able to
total columns and rows of figures,
perform complex maths on data,
generate graphs and charts, they
can also be used as databases.

There is very powerful ARexx
support and a macro scripting lan-
guage within TurboCalc. It also
supports 3D spreadsheets. Okay,
you are puzzled by that one. Say
you run a company. Each month
you have sales figures, profit,

the power light intermittently fades.
Click on the floppy's Remote-
_Sender icon and you are present-
ed with a range of options. For
Sernet there are four preset
speeds.

The faster your Amiga normally
runs, the higher the transfer speed
you can safely use. | found that
72,000 was stable on my 28MHz
machine. Once this has been done
the two machines automatically
configure themselves for communi-
cation. The only user intervention
required is to close the Shell and
terminal windows on the main
Amiga.

When up and running you use
your mouse to open icons on both
machines. Move the pointer off the
left edge of the screen on your
Amiga and then see it appear on
the right side of the CD32's
Workbench screen. Incredible but
true.

Click on the Network icon on
your Amiga's screen and you can
access and run stuff on the CD32.
Click on the same icon on the

losses, staff costs, and so on. All
this data is entered into a spr-
eadsheet. You may even do this
weekly.

When several sheets have
been completed, they can be lin-
ked so that you have rows,
columns, and time. Now do you
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see what I'm getting at. Therefore
you can ask TurboCalc to do a
forecast for you, using those fig-
ures, and find the hidden trends.

Tempted? With everything be-
ing on the one CD, manuals, help
files, tutorials, and examples, it obv-
lously makes life that little bit easi-
er than struggling with a handful of
floppies.

RATINGS

Rating 91%

INFO

Price:TBA
Publisher. Schatzruhe

Format: Amiga
\ A

CD32 and you can access Ram:
and Sys: on your Amiga. If you are
really macho you could use the
software keyboard emulator on the
CD32, but | preferred to copy items
across for editing and then back
again for running. To get the best
out this arrangement you must
know how to create scripts.

Apart from the networking soft-
ware there is also a large collection
of images, LSD legal tools, anima-
tions, demos, and a PhotoCD con-
version utility. All in all a very handy
disc to have if you own an Amiga
and a CD32 or CDTV.

RATINGS

INFO

Price: £14.95
Publisher: Weird Science
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AUI Test Drive

Round Up

What a wonderful disc. The Ass-
assins have put together a CD
packed full of shareware games.
Most will run on any Amiga, includ-
ing CDTV and CD32. You get a
choice of interface; mouse or

remote control, and comprehensive

AmigaGuide documentation.

Throw in some networking soft-
ware, a load of handy utilities,
250 Assassins games disk in DMS
format plus a further 60 util disks
similarly archived and you've got a

winner.

LSD
Compendium
Deluxe 3

This disc got off to a bad start. |
opened the window and found two
icons reminiscent of all things bad
from the pre-2.0 days. Clicking on
‘Welcome', | was catapulted into
the arms of the Guru courtesy of a
bad copy command.

Wading through the disc | dis-
covered the usual games, demos
and diskmags, music modules,
and pictures. The graphics all
appeared, to me, not to have orig-
inated on the Amiga. Amiga artists
have a certain flair, an originality.
These pictures conveyed ‘pee
cee’ to me.

Each part of the disc had an
index document in a supposedly
AmigaGuide format. It was not
quite correct as my directory man-
ager rarely launched AmigaGuide
to read it. Instead | had to rely
more often on the built-in text reader.

32 AUl o JANUARY 1996

Quite a lot of the software on
this disc is in the form of DMS
archives, or Lha archives in the
case of the various text files. A
laughable one that | came across
was called Online and is about
communications. The author sta-
tes that you must not read it
unless you pay the shareware fee!
A typical MS-DOS attitude.

RATINGS

Rating 72%

INFO

Price: £19.99
Publisher: 17 Bit Software
Format: Amiga
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RATINGS

INFO

Price: £19.99
Publisher: Weird Science
Format: Amiga/ CDTV/CD32

Contacts

17 Bit Software
1st. Floor Offices
2-8 Market Street
'ELCHED!

West Yorkshire
WF1 1DH

Tel. 01924 366982

SAdENESS PD
13 Russell Terrace
Mundesley

Norfolk

NR11 8LJ

Tel. 01263 722169

Schatzruhe

Stefan Ossowski's Schatzruhe
Veronikastr. 33

D-45131

Essen

Germany

Tel. 49 201 788778

Weird Science

1 Rowlandson Close
Leicester
Leicestershire

LE24 2SE

Tel. 01162 340682
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THE ‘LITTLE GEM’ MICRO
AUDIO MIXER AND E.Q. UNIT

| THEY SAID IT!
“The Little Gem is just the thing to bring your Amiga’s sound out of it's shell.”

“Give your Amiga’s sound the treatment it deserves — 83% CU Amiga.

“This is an essential piece of kit. Buy it now!”

“If you're serious about using your Amiga for making music, then you MUST have one of these.
Simple as that.” — Raven (MED User Group).

“The quality of the Gillett Mixer is self-evident.”

“The Gillett Mixer is an extremely useful addition to the equipment armoury
of an audio buff.” — 83% Amiga User International.

“Feed your sounds through the “Little Gem™ micro mixer to
make a higher quality end recording.” — 80% Amiga
Shopper.

Features:

2 Channel In/2 Channel Out

Hi and Lo EQ (equalisation) to +/- 12db — to increase/decrease the
bass and treble content of the sound

Pan Controls for stereo positioning of each channel - no need to
suffer from hard right and left stereo panning

Battery or Mains operation — takes no power from your computer
Process sounds prior to sampling — then process again on playback!
Acts as a sound processor to seriously enhance the sound
Dimensions only 140mm x 75mm x 50mm

Compatible with all models of Amiga, PCs, Macs and Ataris

V' The current retail price for the ‘Little Gem’ is £69.95
which includes VAT, packaging and first class
postage. Overseas delivery: Europe add £4.00. Rest of
\_World add £6.00. Cheques and/or postal orders only

!‘_' s

Also
suitable for use
with PCs, Macs
and Ataris!

Battery or Mains Unit Not Supplied
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FORGET

THE DEAD

TREES

“Ich bin ein Frankfurter’ boasts Anthony Mael, booking

is ticket for

Do you know entertainment?

Even CD-ROM-shaped TVs.
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hen is book not a
book? A girl | know
took a very snooty
attitude recently about
them. “| love books.”, said this
Edinburgh University recent grad-
uate. Yet she looked down her
nose with what was almost con-
tempt at the idea that there could
be such a thing as an “electronic
book”, a CD-ROM. “Iit's not some-
thing I'm interested in. It's not for

! me."”, she said.

Such callow snobbery about
books - printing on dead trees, as
the Internet fans call them - was
not, however, very evident at the
Frankfurt Book Fair. This is the
largest fair of its kind in the world,
and was held recently for the
professionals in the Gutenbergian

means of communication.

But there, among the huge Fair
halls filled with mashed up dead
tree stuff were two, equally huge,
halls for the latest development in
the book world - CD-ROM.

Publishing companies, very far
from being dismissive of CD-ROMs
and other forms of electronic com-
munication, are eager to get into
this new world and the two Halls,
each about the size of Wembley
Stadium, were full of them to prove
it.

Interestingly what was most
obvious was that the book publish-
ers who had migrated into the elec-
tronic world had carried with them,
if not their prejudices, at least their
traditional ideas. There were very
few CD-ROMs that presented

a visit to a sign of the coming technological times.

information or entertainment - or
what purported to be both - in any-
thing but traditional ways.

Yes, the techniques of the CD-
ROM were used in the ‘click on it’
and find the answer structure that
IS naturally impossible in a conven-
tional book. Yet the real talent of
multimedia presentation, whereby
a subject can be made far more
exciting and informative, didn't
seem, Iin general, to have been
properly exploited or perhaps even
understood.

Entertainment?

Entertainment is familiar to all of us
informed users and some recog-
nisable names were there making

CDs are getting more important and bigger all the time.



their presence known to more than
the usual games playing commu-
nity. Mindscape, owned by the
giant Pearson Group, were show-
ing their latest PC games.

As most of the visitors, at least
during the four Trade days out of
the five days the Fair runs, were
middle aged international publish-
ing gents or somewhat trendy
Sloane Ranger type girls, there
was something of a bemused look
about them when they ventured
onto Mindscape’'s stand to experi-
ence the thrills of Silent Hunter, Air
Power, and SU-27 Flanker

The unfamiliarity of the average
visitor with games, a very definitely
‘non-book’ field, was clear from one
games distributor's stand that
needed to ask “Do you know
entertainment?” The answer in
most cases would certainly have

We like books, you can stick your CDs on the...

been “No". Games publishers are
used to overcoming ignorance and
publicising themselves in unusual
ways, and other more traditional
publishers at the Show were not
averse to this either. One company
presented its software through a
hole in the Wall - the Berlin Wall, an
apparent section of which it had
built in the Hall. That seemed, to
some visitors, in somewhat dubi-
ous taste.

150,000 companies in 25 couniries.

The disc duplication com-
=| panies also took some un-
usual ways of presenting
themselves too. The ubiqui-
tous Warner of Time Warmner
&7 had a giant sized disc as the

{/ main attraction.

The duplicators are increasing
their capacity all the time, as
across the globe CD becomes the
accepted method of storage. | was
told that the total world capacity

now exceeds
month, and that is expected to nse
vastly as the resources and

demand of China begin to take

effect in the next few years.

It seems that the publishing fra-
ternity both fear, and gaze with
eager eyes, at that country’'s one
billion population of potential ‘read-

ers’. They fear China because it

has been estimated that 95% of all

CDs there are pirated. Many of

AUI FieLpo RePoORT

these discs are duplicated by
State-owned manufacturing com-
panies, or rather Army-owned fac-
tories. Unsurprisingly, publishers
are unwilling to barge into China
and start banging their fists on the
table with silent and inscrutable - or
possibly furious and menacing -
army officers at the other end.
Nevertheless, publishers know
that such an emerging nation has
enormous needs for information,

.....

and probably entertainment too.
Anyone who can get that business
out of a market with the huge
potential of China may well have
found the pot of gold at the end of
the CD rainbow.

Big Fees

100,000,000 per

Though no-one seems to have
made fortunes yet out of CD,
there are some areas which look
profitable. The environment, for
instance, is well catered for with
interesting maps, directories, and
children’s stuff. As geographical
information is so suitable for multi-
media, it is hardly astonishing that
there were many programs with
information, maps, and so on.
These are great to look at and
easy to make into something inter-
esting. Some, like American com-
pany Mountain High Maps, supply
what is really clip art free of copy-
right for home users, educational

0
]

Familiar names in unfamiliar places bemused the visitors.

institutions, or other publishers to
use.

Copyright is becoming one of
the big issues with multimedia and
there was a conference at the Fair
about this difficult subject. As the
spread of CD and the Internet
across the world becomes more
noticeable, the lawyers are rubbing
their hands in joyful anticipation of
big fees as the copyrights of every
kind of ‘content’ get fought over.

The European Union has
already brought out a document,
The Bangemann Report - named
after the European Commissioner
who headed the investigation, on
intellectual property. Both the
Report and the whole matter of
copyright were discussed at length
at the Fair, but there are as yet no
proper guidelines as to how copy-
right should be applied in multi-
media

The European Union itself pub-
ishes many CDs, and seems the
«ing, or rather president, of the
directory publishing field. Every-
thing from lists of manufacturing
companies to grant giving organi-
sations can be found on their CDs -
which from the brief look | saw
were doubtless informative, but
also very useful for anyone suffer-
ing from insomnia.

If you are into directories, Euro
Pages was - were - offering details
of 150,000 companies in 25

=
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Forget the Dead Trees

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 65
-

countries and they were throwing
in an economic dictionary of 7,000
key business terms in six lan-
guages for free. For those needing
to know about multimedia itself
there was the Multimedia Yearbook
with a free CD costing a mere
£135.

Not a directory but an ency-
clopaedia... CDs are, of course,
excellent for storing such informa-
tion and now you can get the
acme of encyclopaedias all one
disc. Encyclopaedia Britanica had
not one, but two separate stands at
the Fair. We gave them your
address and they’ll be knocking at
your door soon to tell you about it.

Kids’ Stuff

Everyone is keen on their children
being able to read, and the follow
on from that is the user-friendli-
ness, perhaps, of the Multimedia
PC. Selling around the world in
their tens of thousands, giving the
kids the excitement of electronic
education, Children's CDs aboun-
ded. And they will probably con-
tinue to saturate the CD market.
Maybe it is easier to create CDs
for kids who tend to be less
demanding of a high standard of
creativity. Certainly, if a CD-
ROM reaches a high quality, such
as some of those products being
de-veloped by companies like

Dorling Kindersley, then it will be
even more successful.

Maps - from GeoSystems for education and information.

Though DK's current offerings
are not really so much multimedia
as fairly basic electronic books, the
future products they were showing
at the Fair look very impressive.
However, the cost of spending long
development times, and putting
large teams to work on creating
something special, may not turn
out to be financially so viable as
publishing quite simple CDs. Kids
get these as presents and soon for-
get - and then Mum and Dad have
to buy some more, don't they?
Which is how the toy and the video
game markets have always
worked.

Some children’s CDs were cer-
tainly worth playing with. Running
Press, from the USA, has two
which used the medium both cre-
atively and provided plenty of
information in a very clever way.
Dinosaur Hunter's Kit was one
bright idea. Dinosaurs are univer-
sally popular now, though perhaps
they weren't with the other beings
that shared the Earth at that time.
And Hunter's Kit entertained and
educated by using the popularity of
the animated Jurassicos combined
with the thrill of a chase.

Now Voyager

oysger - “The single best source of innovative CD-ROMs ",

E AUl ¢ JANUARY 1996

Not all was kids' stuff or boring
lists. One CD publisher always
stands out for its creativity and
adventurousness. Voyager was
founded in 1984, so must be one of
the longest established in the field.
They built their successful busi-
ness on sheer creativity.

The New York Times has called
them, “..the single best source of
stimulating, innovative CD-ROM
titles..” And rightly so. Voyager are
consistently exciting in their variety

of material and now have a cata-
logue of over 300 titles.

Some of those titles are mouth-
watering just to read about. How
about “Puppet Motel”, in which
Voyager say “Laurie Anderson,
America's premier performance
artist blurs the boundaries between
performer and audience...” and
invites you to “Explore a luminous
world saturated with her passion-
ate intelligence, where nebulae
whirl, words turn to smoke, music
is everywhere and time travels
both ways.” Wow! Now that sounds
like real multimedia, doesn't it?

Other titles include “Cinema
Volta” - about the transforming
power of electricity, “Take Five" -
how to relax with your computer,
and “Defending Human Attributes
in the Age of the Machine". Here
the guru of interface design, Don-
ald Norman, calls for the humanis-
ing of technology. On his CD he
“transforms the computer screen
into a three dimensional space that
explores, critiques and turns inside
out.” Double wow to that!

Books, They’re not

The Frankfurt Book Fair was an
interesting contrast. The traditional
books were there in their thou-
sands, if not millions, but the CD,
which last year, had just one, this
year had two Halls. A sign of the
coming technological times.

Many of the CDs at the Fair
don’t sound very exciting products,
and they aren't, but what they
are is a very comprehensive way
of providing large amounts of In-
formation in the most usable and
economic format. Books, they're
not.

Those forthcoming technological
times that they herald may not

Hunt down the Jurassicos!

please the snobs who contemptu-
ously reject what may happen to
their beloved book. Probably there
were superior beings who, when
Gutenberg started printing books,
didn’t care for them at all, but only
valued those beautifully illustrated
tomes, handmade by monks, that
now rest in museums.

There was, as far as | could
see, not one CD for the Amiga in
either of the vast Halls. Now this
was in Frankfurt, in Germany, and
isn't Escom a German company?
Don't you think that with thousands
of professional visitors an Amiga
presence would have been worth-
while?

So far as | know, | was the only
representative of the Amiga world
there. PC, Apple, piles of CD-
ROMSs, and no Amiga in the fastest
growing market in computerdom. It
makes you sick, doesn't it? AUI
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Hard drives, like this sexy Maxtor, don’t come much smaller or better built

hard disk is probably the
most important add-on
you can buy for your Am-
iga, and will almost trans-
form it into a new computer, as you
are freed from the sluggishness of
a floppy based system. We will
look at what a hard disk is and how
it works, and what to look for when
buying one. Later we'll be looking
at how to maximise its potential,
and improve your usage of it.

| am assuming you have at least
Kickstart/Workbench 2 or higher. If

m AUl ¢ JANUARY 1996

not, then upgrade now! Kickstart
1.2 cannot autoboot a modern hard
disk, and although Kickstart 1.3
can, it is a dated and obsolete sys-

tem.

What is a
hard disk?

A hard disk is really just a very fast
floppy disk, but one that holds a lot
more than a traditional floppy! Oh,
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and you can’'t remove it, of course.
There are exceptions to this; rem-
ovable hard drives, typical exam-
ples being the Syquest EZ drive
and the Panasonic PD drive.

Hard drives get their name
because the disks themselves are
made of rigid, magnetically coat-
ed platters. More often these are
made from aluminium alloy, but
hi-tech ones are produced from
glass. There are several such plat-
ters in a hard drive.

A hard drive holds more infor-
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mation, and delivers it quicker, due
to the recording density and rota-
tion speed of the platters. An
Amiga floppy disk has 80 tracks of
data, and spins at about 300 revo-
lutions per minute, or 5 revolutions
per second. A 3.5" hard disk, by
comparison may have thousands
of tracks per platter, and spins at
3,600 rpm! Hard drives come in
sub-2", 2.5", 3.5°, and 5.25" sizes.
The middle two being the most
popular.

Since there are many more



tracks per platter, the tracks are
obviously very fine, and so a corre-
spondingly fine read/write head is
used. Also, the magnetic strength
of the track is relatively weak.
Otherwise, the tracks would be
affected by the magnetic fields of
adjacent tracks. Therefore, the
read/write head is extremely close
to the surface of the disk - the dis-
tance is measured in thousandths
of an inch. The heads themselves
actually ride on a cushion of air
inside the drive, and must operate
in a clean, dust free environment.
For this reason, the disks are
sealed inside the drive and are not
removable, unlike floppy disks.
Even a speck of dust between the
drive head and the disk surface
could cause a catastrophic failure,
or ‘head crash’.

Storing Data

On each hard disk platter there are
pairs of concentric tracks. These
form a cylinder. This might be hard
to understand, as there is nothing
cylindrical about a disk! Think
about it like this, if you took a track
on platter 1 as one end of a cylin-
der, and the track of platter £
underneath, you have the two ends
of a cylinder. A very short cylinder,
but a cylinder all the same.

Tracks are broken down into
sectors, which hold the data. A hard
disk generally has 34 sectors per
track. For comparison, a floppy
disk has only 11 sectors per track.
A sector is the basic storage unit of
a disk.

Files

The next concept is that of files. To
most of us, programs and data are
entirely separate. Programs do
things, and generally produce data.
A program could be a game or
word processor, for example. Data
could be a high score table or
saved game, or a letter created on
a word processor. However, to the
hard disk, they are all the same
thing, they are all ‘data’. To avoid
confusion, we call the data on a
disk ‘files'. Files, therefore, can be
programs, data, or whatever.

Each sector holds 512 bytes of
data. Of course, a file may be many
kilobytes in size, and so occupy
many sectors. It may also be
smaller than 512 bytes, and so
occupy less than a sector.

However, a sector can only hoid
one file, or 512 bytes of that file. It
cannot hold anything to do with
another file, no matter how much
room is left. How do you know

where the files are then, and what
sectors they occupy? You don't!
AmigaDos and the drive look after
this for you.

Remember cylinders? They also
play a role in the high speed of a
hard disk. When a drive is active,
the drive heads on each platter do
not move independently of each
other, they all move to the same
position of each track at the same
time. It would not make sense then,
for only one head to read or write a
file. All the heads are used.

Let's assume we are writing a
file to a drive with four platters and
four heads: First, sector 1 of track 1
on the first platter would be written.
At the same time sector 1 of track 1
on the second platter would be writ-
ten. The same happens on platters
3 and 4. By this time the disk has
rotated one sector, and sector two
is written to on all the platters. if the
file is large, it may occupy more
than the 34 sectors available on

each track on all the platters com-
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bined, so the heads will move in a
track, and the process repeats. If
only one head were used, then we
would have to step the head four
times for every track written, com-
pared to the once in the former
method. The process of moving a
head from one track to another is
called track stepping.

The idea of a cylinder may now
be clearer. The platters are in the
horizontal, and the sectors of each
track are vertically above each
other. Therefore, we have an imag-
inary vertical cylinder.

Drive Speeds

Typically, drives are quoted as hav-
ing a speed in milliseconds (ms).
Modern hard drives average 11ms
or less. The figure quoted is the
seek time, and is the average time
the drive takes to move the drive
neads to any track on the disk, and
seftle. Some may quote track-step
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Surface mount technology has enabled designers to squeeze more electronics into the drives.

times, which should be less than
3ms.

Some drives are advertised as
being capable of transferring x
megabytes per second. However,
these claims are not all that impor-
tant. In most cases the drive trans-
fer figure is the maximum theoreti-
cal throughput of the electronics on
the drive, and not how fast the
drive can read or write data to and
from the disk. You must always
consider the time that the drive has
to work out where to put the data,
and then move the drive heads
accordingly.

Controllers

The Amiga, like other computers,
cannot just have a hard disk
plugged into it. It needs an inter-
face, which controls the flow of
data between the drive and com-
puter. There are two main types the
Amiga can use: IDE and SCSI.

IDE is short for Integrated Drive
Electronics. This is a standard that
originated in the PC world. Prior to
IDE, the computer had to work in
conjunction with a controller card to
handle much of the work of trans-
ferring data to and from the drive.
IDE put the controller within the
drive and gave it some intelligence,
which frees up the computer and
makes the drive faster as a result,

The Amiga 600, 1200, and 4000
all have an IDE interface built into
the motherboard. IDE interfaces
can only handle 2 drives, although
the newer E-IDE allows for 4, and
even some CD-ROMs. However,
the A600 and A1200 internal inter-
face is limited to one drive, al-
though you can always fit an exter-
nal interface and drive later. IDE
interfaces are often referred to as
AT interfaces, a hangover from the
PC world, but not to be confused
with the IBM AT.

SCSI - for Small Computer
Systems Interface, is a standard
designed to control almost any type
of peripheral that could be attached
to a computer, not just hard drives.
There are SCSI tape drives, CDs,
scanners, and even printers avail-
able. SCSI interfaces can handle
up to 7 devices, are more versatile
and, in general, faster than IDE.
SCSI has recently undergone sev-
eral developments, resulting in the
new SCSI-3 standard.

Some interfaces are also quo-
ted with impressive transfer rates,
often as high as 20Mb/sec. How-
ever, these claims are not very sig-
nificant. Just as with quoted drive
speeds, the figure is often the max-
imum theoretical throughput. In the
real world, the figure is less as the

o
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Hard Driving

CONTINUED
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computer and interface cannot talk
to each other that fast. In practice,
a drive is often much faster than
the interface.

Interfaces

The interface depends on your
Amiga, your requirements, and
your budget. The older Amigas, the
A500 and 1500/2000 do not have
in-built interfaces, so you need to
think carefully about which type to
get. A SCSI interface generally
costs more.initially, but will let you
add more devices later as your
budget allows. If you only want to
add the one hard drive, then
IDE/AT is the better option. Both
Visage Computers and Gasteiner
sell IDE interfaces for the A500 and
B2000, and Visage also sell a
SCSI-2/IDE interface for the B20-
00, giving you the best of both
worlds.

A500 SCSI interfaces are
attached to the side expansion slot
and include models by GVP,
Supra, Commodore, ALF and
RocHard. B2000 interfaces come
in the form of a card that fits a
Zorro |l slot inside the Amiga. Zorro
Il controller cards were made by
Supra, Nexus, Octagon, and Data-
Flyer.

Also consider an accelerator
card with an on-board SCSI inter-
face. This will speed up vyour
Amiga, and give you blistering
drive performance. GVP made the
best such interface, the GVP A530
for the A500, and the G-Force
range for the B2000. GVP were
bought by

Power Computing sometime
ago, although the UK dealer, Silica,
may have some still in stock.
Visage also sell a 68030 accele-
rator card with SCSI-2 interface.
Many are available second hand,
including the RCS Fusion Forty,
and the PP&S Mercury and Zeus
cards.

A few years ago, a serious user
considering a SCSI hard disk had
to decide on a DMA or non-DMA
type. This was as complicated as a
can of worms, covering whether
the drive fed data directly to mem-
ory, or whether it went via the CPU.
Some interfaces caused problems
when used with accelerator cards,
because of how they transferred
data. This is not an issue for AGA
Amigas, though if you own an older
Amiga and are considering buying
an old SCSI interface and are con-
cerned about these issues, then
contact the AUl Amiga Answers
section.
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If you have an A3000, you have
a SCSI interface built-in. Both the
A3000 and A4000 come with a
hard drive as standard, and the
AB00 and A1200 are available with
hard drives ready fitted.

SCSI is also available for the
A1200 and A4000, as are com-
bined accelerator/SCSI cards. For
the A1200, these fit into the trap-
door expansion socket. A4000
owners with deep pockets can buy
immensely powerful 68040 and
68060 cards with on-board SCSI-2
interfaces that deliver amazing
hard disk performance. With the
advent of the A4000 and its Zorro
Il expansion slots, there were sev-
eral fast SCSI cards available,
notably the Fastlane Z3 and
the DKB4091 card. Unfortunately,
since the demise of Commodore,
these appear to have been discon-
tinued.

The A4000 can use many older
cards designed for the B2000. A
word of warning though. Many
older SCSI cards will not work
properly, if at all, in an A4000. If
you are offered one of these sec-
ond hand, test it to ensure it will
work in your system.

Try to ensure that your interface
card and software support the
Rigid Disk Block standard. Apart
from auto-booting your
hard drive, and ensuring that any
other drives or partitions are auto-
mounted, it theoretically allows you
to remove the hard disk from your
Amiga, and plug it into the interface
of another Amiga. It can then be
used straight away without having
to be re-prepped, which would
erase the data on it. Furthermore,
let's assume you prepped your
hard disk with the Kickstart 2 filing
system, and then you upgrade to
Kickstart 3.1, which has a superior
filing system. Without RDB, you
would have to either continue using
the older filing system, or backup
your hard disk, reprep it with the
new system, and then restore the
data to it. RDB automatically uses
the newest filing system it finds on
the disk or in ROM.

RDB simply reserves two tracks
of the hard disk and writes (stores)
some information conceming the
drive there, along with a copy of
the filing system code. It is very
much like the boot block of an
Amiga floppy disk. RDB is normally
only found on SCSI drives, how-
ever. As far as | am aware, only the
ICD AdSCSI failed to support it.

Big box Amigas can also use
very cheap PC IDE interfaces, with
the added advantage of extra par-
allel and serial ports, by using the
GoldenGate Bus card, reviewed in
the September 95 issue of AUL.

A special mention now for the
Squirrel SCSI interface, which fits
into the PCMCIA port of the A600
and A1200. It is probably the best
bet for anyone looking for either a
SCSI interface, or considering
adding a hard disk. It will happily
handle DAT drives, CD-

ROMs, removable drives, and
so on. The software is well written,
and allows you to configure your
SCSI setup, play audio CDs on a
CD-ROM drive that supports audio
data over the SCSI bus, and use
CDa32 titles. Admittedly, it does not
autoboot, so unless you already
have a hard disk you have to rely
on a boot floppy disk.

Or rather you did... because
HiSoft have developed Squirrel 2.
It's hard to see how Squirrel could
be improved, but they have done it!
Squirrel 2 offers everything its pre-
decessor had, plus autobooting. It
is at least twice as fast, and comes
with its own high speed serial inter-
face. All the drivers are now multi-
tasking and allow the Amiga more
of the CPU processor time. All this
is good news for Amiga users, and
if you ever wanted to run a dual line
BBS from an A1200, now you can!
The price? A mere £99.95.

HiSoft are also offering an up-
grade path for owners of the older
Squirrel interface. Very commend-
able; it is also the first time | have
heard of an upgrade path for hard-
ware owners!

Big and Fast

Once you have decided which
interface to use, you need a hard
drive to go with it. The best advice,
often given here by Andy Eskelson,
AUI's Amiga Answers Guru, is to
buy the biggest and fastest you can
afford! Most companies will adver-
tise interfaces with drives, the big-
ger the drive the more expensive
everything becomes. You can, of
course, buy a interface from one
company and a drive from another,
but make sure the drive uses the
same interface as the controller - it
would be a shame to buy an IDE
drive only to find it will not work
with your SCSI interface!

First, determine what your
needs are. Everyone should have
a hard drive, but not everyone
needs the same size. If you only
play games, a 40Mb drive will prob-
ably suffice. If you create huge ray
traced files, or use serious muiti-
media applications, then you may
be looking at upwards of a gigabyte
of storage space. Drive prices have
come crashing down over the past
two years, and many PC dealers

offer 540Mb IDE drives for under
£100, plus VAT. SCSI drives are
slightly more expensive, but still
reasonably affordable

For speed, if you are buying a
new drive, you have nothing to
worry about. Most drives are 11ms
or less. If you are buying a second
hand drive, make sure the speed is
less than 25ms. You won't notice
the difference between a 25ms and
11ms drive, unless your work
involves disk intensive applications
such as sorting a database. The
only other application that needs a
fast drive is audio-visual work,
where the data is being recorded or
played back direct from the hard
disk. In this case, you should buy a
specialised AV drive. Brain Fowler
Computers, Blittersoft and White
Knight offer very good AV drives.

The difference between an AV
drive and a ‘normal’ hard disk is
quite important. A run-of-the-mill
hard disk will often re-calibrate the
track and head positioning while in
use. This is not noticeable for day
to day work, as it results in only a
very slight performance drop.
However, if you are playing video
or audio off the disk it can cause a
noticeable glitch. AV drives do not
re-calibrate on the fly, and so are
the only drives suitable for this kind
of work.

New or second hand, ensure
the drive supports Aut
This means that the moment the
drive senses the power has been
turned off, it moves the drive heads
to a safe location - either a
zone on the disk surface, or off the
disk entirely. It also means you do
not have to run a ‘park’ utility to
manually accomplish this when-
ever you turn the Amiga off. Auto-
parking also protects the drives in
case of a power failure.

If you are working to a budget
though, a rough guide to working
out the minimum size of your hard
disk is to count all the disks of the
programs you use. Consider each
disk to equal roughly a megabyte
of storage space. This will give you
a bare minimum. Add 10-15 mega-
bytes to this figure to store Work-
bench on and remember that you
will also need drive space to store
whatever data you create, be it
documents or slideshows, artwork
or music. 100Mb is a good size
with which to start.

It is surprising how quickly a
hard disk can become full, espe-
cially with today's software needing
many megabytes of disk space.
For instance, Final Writer 4
requires 12Mb for the full installa-
tion. And 24-bit images can be
almost a megabyte in size, even
compressed! AUl More next month.
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GEOGRAPHICAL VIDEO

n 1935, the world started to shrink. Explorers
established a trans-Arctic air route, radio broadcast
world news as it happened and politics went global.
Suddenly, we had a new perspective on the world. And
as events unfolded, The Royal Geographical Society
founded The Geographical Magazine to keep its Fellows
informed.

An era of the greatest change we had ever known, it was
a time of conflict, conquest and challenge. A time when,
propelled by the demands of an exploding population and
boosted by technological innovation, we began to shape the
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“Cyberspatial Harmony

his is a 14.4 kbps device and
the fast lane is usually
occupied by the boy racers
and their 28.8s. Mind you,
Harmony also do a souped-up version
at £159, but Tiff Needell was putting
that review model through its paces at
Brands.

At under £90 the Harmony 14.4 is
superb value for money. Remember it
was only about a year ago that these
devices were going for about £200.)

Cheap?

The Harmony modems are not BABT
approved - no green sticker.
Consequently they can be offered ata
lower price compared to approved
modems. This is because the long
and expensive test procedures have
been avoided.

This also means that UK buyers
are NOT allowedto connect this device
to any BT service directly, orindirectly.
However some cable TV companies,
who also provide telecom services,
will allow such equipment to be
attached to their systems. Contact
vour local supplier first to make sure.

Size
e Harmony is smaller than an A5
sheet of paper - that's half A4. Its
mensions being 145mm wide, by
10mm deep, and 30mm in height.
The grey plastic casing is slightly
darker than that of a CD32, with a
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David Ward manages to get
into the middie lane of the

information Superhighway

using a new fax/data modem.

smoked plastic window on the front.
This has the various status codes
printed on it, and hides the nine LEDs
that indicate the modem’s condition.

The back of the unit has a standard
25-pin D socket, the 12v AC power
connector, and two American style
phone sockets - one for the line
connection to the wall socket. The
other for a telephone handset. On top
IS a recessed on/off switch.

A combined plug/transformer is
supplied, along with a 2 pin to 3 pin
shaving type adaptor. This is fine if
you plugging into a trailing socket, but
a wall mounted socket tends to make
the whole affair suffer from the effects
of gravity.

A6 footlead is supplied to connect
your modem to the nearest phone
socket, so you should consider buying
an extension as well. We all know that
phone sockets are usually no where
near where you computer is set up.

The modem comes with a special
serial cable for connection to your
computer. One end fits the modem,
the other is terminated in both a 9 and
25 pin plug. So you can use thison a

PC too. The length makes it desirable
to mount the modem on or near your
computer.

Without Error

It is a simple matter to connect
everythingup. The suppliersincludea
copy of NComm 3.0 to get you started
in the world of comms, but little in the
way of who to call first. NComm is
surprisingly easy to set up. The
modem's handbook might be
frightening for the first time user, so
should only be consulted as a last
resort. NComm's guide is much easier
to understand, and soon points you in
the right direction. | had the Harmony
up and running in under ten minutes,
and | don’t consider myself an expert
in these things.

Unlike PC Labs we cannot connect
modems to hi-tech telecom test
equipment and then simulate use
under different line conditions. All |
can say is that it worked well and
without error. That should be expected
nowadays with the availability of
cheap, quality, and off-the-shelt
modem chipsets.
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During my test the dog got his leg
caught in the extension lead. The
modem ended up suspended between
desk and floor while | was on-line. No
errors occurred during this heart
stopping episode, so | can conclude
that the error checking was working
okay.

Conclusion

A neat little package that's excellent
value for money. AUI

_RATINGS

armony
FEATURES

95%
PERFORMANCE 95%
INSTALLATION 85%

VALUE FOR MONEY 96%

Overall Rating 90%

Price £89 plus £5 p&p

Contact:
Mode 15 Computers
Domus Alba
Cheselbourne
Dorchester
Dorset DT2 7NJ
Tel. 01258 837398
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Virtually

Michael Hamish charts the

progress of the Amiga and
The Next Big Thing.

he Meckler VR95 Conference

is one of two or three fairly large

annual U.S. conferences on vir-
tual reality. It seemed a little poorly
attended this year, even though the
exhibit hall was very busy. The expen-
sive parts, the lectures, were some-
times almost empty.

One of the other regular attendees
opined that the attention was all on the
Internet, which probably is part of the
truth. The VR scene, however, gotthe
usual media NEW THING! hype here
for two or three years, and then it
wasn't new any more.

Of course, the media typically gets
it half wrong and listens to the loudest
voices, knowledgeable, honest, ornot,
so now we have the backlash phase.
VR development has not noticeably
slowed, yet the only significant break-
throughs that | observed were the ap-
pearance of some fairly high resolu-
tion HMDs (Head Mounted Displays)
at consumer level prices - well-to-do
consumers, that is.

In particular, VIRTUAL i-O Inc.'s i-
glasses VGA were getting rave com-
ments everywhere. Lightweight (8
ounce), hi-res, 3D capable, with
180,000 pixels per eye (field sequen-
tial at up to 70Hz for 3D or hi-res,
flicker-free interlace), head-tracking,
stereo surround sound and see-
through optics. These are now distrib-
uted by Escom in Europe (See
Newsfile.)

The video input and reasonable
power requirement (2.5Wattat6VDC)
mean that portable gaming or busi-
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ness computing applications are rea-
sonable. The see-through optics would
make it possible to even jog in the park
(with some risk, it should be noted, lest
this magazine be subject to lawsuits)
while watching television or reading a
business report off a beltpack PC or
WatchMan. A cellular linked palmtop
could even give you full net access
anywhere, any time - except maybe
swimming. The suggested price was
only $799.

This is a development that those of
us in VR have been eagerly anticipat-
ing for many reasons. Not only does it
bring high quality VR to a much wider
market, butit also potentially obsoletes
most of the bulky, expensive, heavy,
power-hungry CRTs. These dinosaurs
that now force people to sit at desks, or
cluster around a single location at
home, will soon mostly drift off into
oblivion. Instead TV, gaming, com-
puting, and VR will be with us every-
where, whenever we want it.

Virtual surgery continues a rapid
advance. The U.S. medical research
community has real money to attract
real talent. Surgical training systems
have become a big piece of the VR
action, with obvious spin-offs into every
other VR area, especially those

involving force feedback, 3D or-
ganic modelling, or telepresence. This
yearthey offered such realismin graph-
ics and tactile feedback that a surgeon
might be fooled at first touch and sight,
although the true surgical VR Turing
test will probably not be passed by a
simulation any time soon.

You know you've arrived when they start offering graduate degrees.

| asked at one of the seminars if
general biological modelling would in-
clude collateral effects of surgery, such
as tissue swelling and consequent
ischemia, were part of the current
simulations. The answer was “No, but
probably next year.”

VR training systems have been
going into companies such as Motorola
on a large scale. Live training on com-
plex real machinery is costly and haz-
ardous, while VR training is safer,
cheaper, and has proven to yield bet-
ter results. Along with the news that
VRis rapidly moving into the corporate
environment, there were incremental
advances in every other area, but
again, no real breakthroughs.

Therewere no Amigas atthis year's
conference, so | decided to focus my
time and energy on Amiga-related is-
sues. However, there were several
attending companies that got their start
on the Amiga and were still supporting
it, such as Hash, Inc., and Caligari, or
the makers of VR Slingshot, who are
now doing surgical simulations.

The issue of the Toaster came up,
of course. Most of you probably know
that Babylon 5 only exists because the
Toaster allowed them to do the dyna-
mite special effects for a small fraction
of the estimated costs it would have
been using tradition model methods -
and, correspondingly, it was the use of
the Toaster on B5 that generated the
Toaster market explosion. (Mostcom-
puter graphic special effects on U.S.
TV are now claimed to be rendered
with Toaster LightWave.)

Babylon 5, which is probably more

popular here now than the current,
rather lame incarnations of Star Trek
(which is now using the Toaster), must
be in Germany, as the entire B5 music
background is directed from the Berlin
Philharmonic by Christopher Franke
(Tangerine Dream) via satellite link
from Hollywood. Every B5 episode
has unique music.

Last year | reported on the
“VideoPlace” Amiga applications, such
as Mandala from The Vivid Group in
Toronto and CyberScape from Tensor
Productions in Santa Barbara.

VideoPlaces map your image di-
rectly onto the computer screen. The
computer then reacts to what you do.
You see yourself on the screen inside
some virtual environment and you sim-
ply reach out and touch or grab things
in that environment. You can paint
using your body as the brush, play
musical instruments, or interact with
someone else who is somewhere else
via ordinary phone lines.

VideoPlace has been in develop-
ment for about 25 years, pioneered by
Myron Krueger - who coined the term.
The software first appeared on a per-
sonal computer - the Amiga - in 1986
as Mandala, a complete multimedia
authoring package that once sold for
$279. On the Amiga, it required a
LIVE! board ($600), for a total system
costin '87 of around $2,000. A couple
of years ago, the first PC VideoPlace
appeared, costing over ten times the
price (around $40,000) and doing much
less.

Since VR94, the U.S. Amiga scene
- apart from the Toaster (which is now



Hot new shades to view a2 “WARPed™ reality (top monitor). About 6 months ago, “Midnigit
Engineering” magazine covered a totally new product called WARP. [(How many “WARPs" does that
make now on the market?] This one gives you FAST 3D imagery via the
simple expedient of photographing scenes with a fish-eye lens and then morphing the area on screen to
correct for the lens. The result is the ability instantly to pan or room around in an apparent 3D
environment that can be very large and hi-res. The WARP
concept should work on any computer system, in theory, and they are licensing. Susan Wyshinsky (of
Mandala fame) is the contact on this at CATINHAT@WARP.COM.

available either from NewTek as a
stand-alone non-Amiga box that works
with a PC, or as a sort of PC Toaster+
clone from the Play Co. - the people
who split off from NewTek) - appears
to be winding down. Major dealers are
shutting their doors to the Amiga. The
Amiga user groups are still quite ac-
tive, butthe VideoPlace stuffis about
the only area where our baby is still the
star.

Vivid Effects was at Meckler again,
this time with a solid-looking Mandala
arcade system that has dropped in
price from last year to a measly
$29,000. It is still a turkey system
running off the PC, instead of provid-
ing the full-featured authoring system
it had on the Amiga.

The game that Vivid was showing
had the player on a flying platform
controlled against a 2D background.
You fly by pointing. Y ou shoot by touch-
ing. You try to avoid the helicopters
and other things that take away points.
| think that 15 minutes would be about
my limit on this one. | have a copy of
their 1993 promo video which shows
much more interesting applications,
including games.

A security systems manufacturer,
at one point in the late 1980s offered
an industrial security system in which
surveillance cameras followed intrud-
ers by tracking their images via LIVE!.
Phil Burk, who coauthored JFORTH
on the Amiga and is now co-authoring
the 3DO system along with R.J. Mical
and other former Amiga pioneers, also
wrote custom VideoPlace applications
for a magician in Denmark. One of
these applications could respond to
facial expressions, and was used to
allow a band of quadriplegics to per-
form music on Danish television. A
lady in Massachusetts is currently
authoring her own custom virtual envi-
ronments on LIVE!.

Then there is Carel Strucker, the
actor/director who plays Lurch in the
Addams Family movies, Deana Troy'’s
mother’s butler in Star Trek: TNG, and
the pawnbroker in Babylon 5, plus
many roles. Carelis also a CyberScape
author. | mentioned his turnkey

VideoPlace application for physi-

caltherapistsin lastyear's report. That
system was shown at the Cal State
Long Beach campus late in 1994 to a
packed seminar hall.

Itis now undergoing further devel-
opment at NASA’s Cape Canaveral
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shuttle facility, where Louise
Kleba (KLEBAL@MONTAGE
SKIL.LKSC.NASA.GOV), who runs the
payload programming team for the
space shuttle, is building in robotics
capabilities to CyberScape.

CyberScape has a lot of unique
capabilities, such as combining up to
two power gloves with the VideoPlace.
In addition, Joe Shen gives you the
complete source code and invites other
programmers to add in capabilities as
they need them. The biggest Cyber-
Scape drawback is that the manual is
really very poor. You have to leamn
how to program it by the trial and error
method, and there is no authoring
interface. You write scripts and then
test them.

The Vivid Group also had a project
going at one point with the Canadian
government to create a Mandala ap-
plication to allow the disabled to con-
trol their homes. This was one of hun-
dreds of prototypes developed by them.
(It is like the early radio days, when
Motorola, Philco, RCA, eic., hired
hundred of engineers to design and

A new Mandala arcade game screen. :
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patent every kind of circuit they could
think of, just to grab a lock on the
industry when it really started mov-
ing.)

How is it that products like the
Amiga or VideoPlace don't take over
the market, while junk like Microsoft
DOS, Windows, or expensive and slow
Head Mounted Display VR systems
do? Here's a clue. | spoke with Linda
Jacobson, one of the prominent VR
personalities and a speaker at VR95,
who recently published her Garage
Virtual Reality textbook.

In GVR, Linda Jacobson barely
mentions VideoPlace and implies that
it is expensive and difficult to use, with
limited application. At her VR95 GVR
seminar she claimed that VideoPlace
cost a minimum $15,000 to get into.
Yet when | cornered her on the sub-
ject, it was clear that she was quite
familiar with the current VideoPlace
market, including CyberScape, which
at $245 is used by Nickelodeon on
prime time children's TV, at NASA,
and at installations all over the U.S.
supplied by Dean Friedman’s InVideo

\

\

(914 736-3600), or his competitor,
Amusatronics (718 268-4411).

So here is Linda Jacobson, advis-
ing people in GVR to spend all kinds of
effort, time and money to build fairly
expensive VR systems out of industry
discards, while failing to cover inex-

T

pensive technology that works! Why?
| asked her.... Because it's not avail-
able on a PC or a Mac. SO WHAT?

Similarly, foryearshereinthe U.S.,
reviews of products would appear in
local newspapers and magazines,
covering the Mac and PC, without ever
mentioning the often superior Amiga
version. Or worse, providing totally
misleading information about Amiga
products. Why? Because Commodore
wasn't buying ad space, wasn't invit-
ing the press people to expensive res-
taurants, and their press agency wasn't
getting the press releases on-line?
We, the users, sold the Amiga here,
not Commodore.

While | didn't see that much really
new stuff of interest at VR95, | did
attend the Electronic Entertainment
Expo here in L.A. and tour the Virtual
World system in Newport Beach.

The EEE was jamming. Booths
from all the major gaming players were
enormous multi-faceted areas that took
minutes just to walk past. The 3DO/
Panasonic area was hot.

Virtual World, which is all over the
globe now, has developed a strong
cult following with BattleTech and the
Mars colony simulations.

Opportunity

Both the LIVE! board and CyberScape
got some major recent press cover-
age in the U.S. When | got back from
VR95 a call was on my machine from
a friend, who was looking for LIVE!
boards for his customers. One of the
smaller mail order suppliers of used
Amiga hardware advertised a LIVE!
board and got hundreds of calls. They
now have back orders for tons of them,
ifthey ever getanother one. And there
is a PAL LIVE! board, although the
NTSC one can be made to work on
PAL. Meanwhile another friend is
sitting on about 30 orders because he
doesn't presently have the $15,000
capital he needs to build the boards.
This lack of capital was due to the long
period of time before the market be-
gan to wake up, sono orders are being
filled. If anyone wants to buy into a
really hot market, this might be the
opportunity of a lifetime. VR is defi-
nitely The Next Big Thing. AU/
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A Directory of
Electronic Mail

The latest, the fourth, edition of this
hefty tome now stretches to about
650 pages between two soft cov-
ers. Primarily targeted at network
administrators, the Directory con-
tains detail of networks worldwide.
From Argentina to Zimbabwe, the
Directory describes in detail what
networks are in operation, and how
to access them with email.

The slim User Introduction gives
valuable information on how to
address your mail, details on dom-
ains and sub-domains, plus mes-
sage formats. The main body of
the book is devoted to the com-
mercial networks and their staff.

The most familiar to our readers
would be Compuserve, Demon,
and Fidonet. The least familiar
probably being LEARN - Lanka
Educational and Research Net-
work. That's it. A very handy book
when you need it, and cheap too,
but one that you could probably
live without.

A FMrechorny
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David Ward reviews two handbooks
for the Superhighway Surfer.

fectreniic Mail
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Adldressing & Networks

Price: £7.50
Authors: Donnalyn

Frey & Rick Adams

COILOUR KITS for MONO PRINTERS

Ever wished vou'd bought a colour printer instead of 2 mono one? Wouldn'® it be nice to
software. The colour kit is sim

need to print in colour, including superb

is automatic, vou do not have to manually align. PRINTS AS GOO
1080/81/1123/1124 Epson FX80, FX100, QS0 etc. Citizen 120D+, NEC P6, P6+. Please note colour kits come complete with coloured ribbons. Anti band.mgmnn-v:hnd:dmy:ﬁwm

The WorldWideWeb
Handbook

Half as many pages, but three
times the price of the above Dir-
ectory, the WorldWideWeb Han-
dbook is described as a guide for
authors, publishers, and users of
HTML - the HyperText Mark-up lan-
guage.

The book is divided up into three
sections. The first deals with get-
ting onto the Net. What equipment
you need, software, and the vari-
ous types of files you will en-
counter once connected.

The second section covers the
different types of Web browsers
available for a variety of machines,
including the Amiga, while the last
section tells you how to create
pages in HTML for publishing on
the Web.

This would be a useful book for

ﬂm out pictures in colour? Now you can with Amiga "FlexiKolor Kit”. Each Amiga FlexiKolor kit comes complete with everything you
gkmmﬂ'ﬂ fit exactly the same way as your black ribbons so it will not affect your
AS COLOUR PRINTER. If your printer is not listed below please

NETWORLDS

anyone interested in getting not
only onto the Web, but also into
creating hypermedia documents
for distribution via other means -
CD-ROM, for instance. HTML is
now such a universal standard
that proprietary search/text eng-
ines on CDs could become a thing
of the past. The day’s of the plat-
form specific CD encyclopedia are
numbered.

WORLI :ﬁ:’n EWER l
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Price: £24.95
Authors: Peter Flynn

fee. Also on all models listed below paper alignment
. Amiga FlexiKolor kits for Star LC10, LC20, all Star 24 Pin. Panasonic

COMPLETE KIT £5.95

FLEXIDUMP 3

COLOUR PRINTER RIBBONS & RELOADS SPECIAL RE-INK

NODENERENNG \lurgerange £, Just take the fop off, 'ﬁ‘;‘:‘,‘p‘,if - 0ld ribbon and reload it witha  For Panasonic 1080/81, 1124, 1180, 2123, 2135, Star
: ! i lplis 5 .
i o e oy Complete  One  Five  LC2009 Pin, Epson LQI00, Oki 182/3%0. Black
w m Sm BmRE nb mlmd “:."'I-M'db mtﬂf “1” re.‘mk 1m+ m 11111111111111111111111111 H-%
o e e e e Panssomic KXPIIZ3/3104/2180 9% €699 £993 PRINTER
i r ANASONIC ; ¢ ;
ﬁﬁﬁiﬂ“ ﬂiw prwrwﬂ Panasonic KXP2135 £9.99 €699 £2995 BLACK RIBBON RELOADS
Other new features include- Star LC200 9 pin £9.63 £599 £2395
# Balanced control for picture enhancement # Select area 10 be Star LC24-10/20/200 £9.63 £6.99 £2995 Just take the top off, take out the old ribbon and
F*"EI" :ru%ihﬂ ﬁ‘”hm‘d * m‘-"ﬂm ® m:““ Star LC24-30/1L.C240 £8.99 £499 £1999 reload it with a new one.
oo n utomatic T
* Gammm correction % h"?;.“‘mm..c %Cipw  Seikosha SL95 £1299 €999 £2995 (Citizen Swift/ABC/120D 5 black reloads ........£9.99
“"f..;';":.‘ﬁt;;;‘“{:;“““’"‘ il ooy INKJET REFILLS Epson FX80/LQ800 Range 5 black reloads .....£11 95
remove banding ﬁfﬂh te lines tcu}mrw e ~ For: HP DESKJET 500, 510, 520, 550, 500C, 550C, 560C. Seikosha 1900/2400/5L9 5 black reloads..........£9.99
print miniaure ke 80w EPSON STYLUS 800, 1000 CANON BUBBLEIET BC-01,  Sar LC10/20/1005 black reloads - £48
o o e e MM IO/ X, 03, 1300 5130, B30, B0 TS
lazesiet printer. CANON BJC 600, B]JC 4000
20 Refill Kit 120ml pure black..........cccouvceinns ..£16.99  Star LC24-30/LC240 5 black reloads ................ £1499
ONLY-£3995 CARE SPECIAL £29.95 EPSON STYLUS four refills 120ml pure black...........£16.99
UPGRADE FLEXIDUME TO FLEXIDUMP PLUS 3, EPSON STYLUS TRICOLOUR refill, 2 refills of T-SHIRT PRINTING RIBBONS
ONLY £24.95 INC. RETURN MASTER DISK ellow, magenta & cyan 180ml .. renrnnnnn el .99 PRINT ON NORMAL PAPER IRON ON T-SHIRT
OLIVETTI JP150, 250, 350. CITIZEN 1‘RDIET
MISCELLANEOUS 6 Refill Kit 120ml pure black... 1699 4 Colour Citizen Smﬂfhﬂcﬂ-lﬂ ..£199
Mo A _£2%  Print Head Recovery Fluid for unblm:kmg 4 Colour Citizen Swift {Reiﬂ&d} £999
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HiQ Limited

Multimedia PowerStation options for all Amigas

F__;F= v PowerStation Specifications

l 1. 200 Watt power supply for complete Power Systems
Good looking high quality steel construction.

Five drive bays. Various mounting configurations.
Ideal monitor stand and cables slide unagerneath.
High Speed Squirrel SCS512 interface from Hisoft
Dual speed, highly CD32 compatible CD-Rom drive
Power and Hard Drive LED's.

Future expansion potential.

Low cost when compared to single drive cases.

‘HJ Mix CORom and Amiga audio outputs thru speakers.
11.Computer speed indicator, 2 speed switchable
12.D0OES NOT VOID WARRANTY.,

DN EWN

Rave reviews in all Magazines

PowerStation Pack Prices -
Includes 2x SCSI CDRom +
Squirrel

Includes Internal Audio & SCSI
Cables

o
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&, e,

Dosktop Version  £209.95 |\ Y Tower version  £120.98 | A 200 420mb IDE
Carriage £12.50 e Carriage £12.50 Oﬂ’y £124.95
The Greatest Drive A1200 850mb IDE
. Only £179.95 1 |
s,nce the MOde’ T Ford Aél ;Irivc.ﬂ !’urm;a}lhid.[;und tﬁjﬂi}gicij'h\-'cirkhullu'lli p|;,l|fi PD
Well the wait is over and the future has arrived in soitware installed. Free hitung tor personal callers.

the shape of the new Panasonic PD System SCSI
Optical drive. This unit is a Hybrid 650mb, Quad
speed CD-ROM and Optical Read/Write system.
(Yes, you did read that correct!)

Now you can read all of your favourite CD Titles at
over 600kb per second and by purchasing the low
cost 650mb cartridges you have 650mb of storage
space always on the line just like a conventional
hard drive

ILimited Supply! B =ED T
Internal Drive Unit £599.95 inc Vat
650mb Cartridge £49.95 incVat N
External Case £59.95 Inc Vat

Samsung New “M” Range Monitors

The new Samsung “M’' Range monitors are
only for the serious Amiga User. They work
at above the frequency range of the Amigas
so you need to run in Double Pal mode, but
the display is the best you will see from the

2= | largest monitor maker in the world!

15" does not support DBLPal

15" Gle £329.95 15" Gli £399.95
17" supports DBLPal
£649.95 17" Glsi £749.95

P&P £12.50

Soon to be made
in the UK

Quad Speed versus Dual Speed (SCSI) COROM drives
Is Quad Speed the Future?

: et PR

17" Gli

No, around the corner are thenew multi Gigabyte CORom drives.

Is the extra speed useful

In some circumstances, but most CDORoms developed to run in Dual
speed.

What about very high quality video 4-500kb / sec.

Yes, 15 minutes worth. All Video setup for 150kb/s for 70 minutes.
What do HIQ know about it anyway?

See the MultiMedia CDRoms we develop for companies like Samsung.

Sqeirrel

5CH iniﬂfﬂt

% *ms@i mmm
Nesd wie £5 Marn E.E-l 95 *P&P

»O0P0 POPO

FAX 01525 211328

PowerStation Case Prices

All Prices Include Vat

i | HiQ Ltd, Gable End, 2 The Square, Hockcliffe, Bedfordshire LU7 9NB
| EMail address:- Compuserve 100432,711 « Internet:- steve @higitd.demon.co.uk REG_

A1200 Cable Pack £20.00

Post & Packing £7 (CityLink)

SCSI 3.5" Drives
Quantum 540mb FireBall

Quantum 730mb Lightning
Micropolis 2.1gb AV drive

£179.95
£229.95
£829.95

Coming Very Soon

Full blown S-Video quality digital
Video Recording, Editing and
Playback system for PowerStation

users only.
Features:

Digital SVHS/Comp recording
Encoded SVHS/Comp Video Output
Full Digital Video Editing software includes
many high quality DVE effects
Upgrades Processing power
16 bit Audio recording and Playback
Includes Mpeg playback facility
Mpeg file creation software included
1024 x 768 16bit colour display
Add Panasonic PD drive for instant studio.
Prices from approximately £1,500.00

Hi-Fi Quality Active Stereo Speakers

(Suits all Amigas) P
Specifications:

1. 80watt Active Stereo -
2. Built in Amplifier.

3. Colour matched.

4. Volume, Bass and Treble.
5. Excellent Bass Response.

Price Only £39.95 P&P £7.00

VISA

TEL 01525 211327
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MAN FROM ESCOM PERF

HE PULLS HIGH-SPEC, LOW PRICE PACKAGE OUT OF A HAT

Jusl like that”, the Man from ESCOM
has launched the superb AMIGA 1200
‘MAGIC PACK’ in ESCOM stores throughout

the UK, And at such an amazingly low price,

the UK’s favourite home computer has never
been so attractive.

Bundled with this 32-Bit wonder machine is
an impressive array of software, showing off
its capabilities to the full. “Those with artistic
flair will love, ‘Personal Paint’ and ‘Photogenics’.
The business minded are spoilt for choice
with a complete business package, and games
[ans can get to grips with the fantastic ‘Pinball
mania’ and "Whizz'.”

S0, it looks like your local ESCOM store
and the A1200 *MAGIC PACK® offer the

complete multimedia experience. Now that,

as they say, is magic!

oo | AMIGA MAGIC PACK

D 'mu{ \ 7200}
.-|-. ’ _!"_
S

wmbah |
f

® Compatible with any standard video } " | Amiga A1200 ® 1 Two Button Mouse

output ® Capable of displaying 2D and 3D ! ® | Power Supply ® Workbench ® Kickstart 3.1

video, PC games, movies and television ® 3 User Manuals

B Stereo sound Hi-f1 quality ¥ Sold with Software Bundle includes

an installation and a demonstration video h. /o i; . ® Digita Wordsworth 4SE

tape plus a free bundle of the 10 best 3D e " Wordsworth Print Manager

games ® Lightweight for comfort = e Wy = = ®* Digita Organiser ® Digita

l 1 r l I r L
.Ir Jr ?I .
I q
i r i f j j ' i P ] ! o

Datastore ® Photogenies

-

VIRTUAL

REALITY ONE
VIDEO ONLY VERSION

B Video only but with TV
and video compatibilities
" 240 grammes

.oo £586.33

FVAT L

1.25E ® Personal Paint 6.4
® Turbocale 3.5 ® Whizz

® Pinball Mania

£398.33

Inc. VAT

49

VIRTUAL

REALITY TWO
PC VERSION

® PC Version

" 380 grammes

79

WOULD YOU CREDIT IT?
MORE WAYS TO PAY.

Make purchasing from ESCOM even easier with our new Chargeeard. Your card's

unique customer number gives vou priority service with fexible terms,

allowing you to make payments from as little as £10 per month. You'll also
receive monthly statements, Keeping vou up to date on your repayments,

$£938.83 and access to our [ree advice technical helpline.
ine. VAT

+VAT

For further details about an ESCOM Chargecard, call into vour local store.
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ORMS MAGIC
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AUI Test Drive

Termite
Moves On

t first glance there is no
apparent change to the
software since its first
incarnation in 1994,

The manual has shrunk, but
where are the real improvements?
First, you should know what Ter-
mite actually does in case you are
not familiar with the software.

Termite is a communications
package designed to allow you
to connect your modem-equipped
Amiga to the numerous bulletin
board services (BBSs) and infor-
mation providers. A Commodore
(or should that be Escom now)
Installer painlessly copies the
required files from the master disk
to your hard drive or floppy disk
copy.

Now all you have to do is con-
figure the software to run your
modem. The manual takes you
through a 'Quick Start’ procedure
in which you define the settings
and paths, and enter the numbers
you wish to call in the ‘phonebook’.
Setting up is quite easy, but for the
beginner the most difficult part is
who to call first. Amiga bulletin
boards don't seem to advertise.

Tec!mical bits

Termite can handle baud rates
from 300 up to the latest and
fastest 28 8. The faster the mo-
dem, the faster your Amiga has to
keep up to provide it supplied with
enough data. A basic 68000
machine, or a 1200 with no fast
RAM, can manage 19,200 (double
9600), while an accelerated mac-
hine will quite happily operate at
57,600 - enough to run a 28 8.
Multi-tasking and the number of
colours on screen will also affect
data transfer rates, and this is
often forgotten.

Once you have your phone
numbers you can store them in the
phonebook and add them to the
Dial pull-down menu. Settings can
be customised for each number -
one BBS may use different proto-
cols to another - and Termite can
pe made to remember them.

m AUl o JANUARY 1996

David Ward test drives an important
communications package
that has been given some
handy improvements.

Once connected, you can chat to your hearts content.

Protocols handled include X &
YMODEM and the practically
default standard ZMODEM. Ext-
ernal ones, like XEM and XPR, are
also supported.

Logging-on scripts can be cre-
ated along with macros, but up-
graders to v1.1 will find that their
v1.0 scripts are no longer valid.

New to 1.1

and the screen updated several
lines at a time. This comes highly
recommended and is the best and
fastest way to operate.

Termite allows easy on-line connection.

slower modems, while the second
determines how much data will be
stored in ram before being saved.

Conclusion

Although v1.0 had a button bar
capability, the new version of
Termite now gives you a chance to
change the path to the button set-
tings. Other additions include the
ability to select RIP in the Palette
Prefs for RIP BBSs and a check
box so that you can ignore serial
error messages.

Every time there is a new line
your Amiga has to redraw the
screen. Obviously this slows things
down when lots of new lines are
arriving quickly. So another new
option is jump scroll. When data is
coming in very fast to the screen,
the arriving text can be buffered

The useful ‘monitor’ option has
been moved from the Dialer (sic)
window to modem settings. This is
a facility that allows you to see
which strings are being sent to the
modem so that incorrect initializa-
tion commands can be spotted.

The Transfer Settings window
has been extended to include
ZMODEM options: Auto Up/Down
load, keep partial files, and
resume. These last two are handy
when you are downloading text
files and for some reason you get
disconnected, you then don't lose
everything. Resume will append
the lost data to the already saved
file when connection is re-estab-
lished.

Frame and buffer sizes are also
set here. The first affects the speed
of your data transfers, mainly for

We have been using Termite v1.0
successfully here at AUI for many
months now with no cause for
complaint. Upgrading was incon-
venient with regard to our previ-
ously defined scripts, but that was
S00N overcome.

The extra options, especially
with regard to ZMODEM, came in
very handy. AUI

Amiga BBS numbers:

0171 3771358
01372 271000

01 for Amiga
Junction 9

ermit

FEATURES 86%

PERFORMANCE 91%

DOCUMENTATION 92%
VALUE FOR MONEY 91%

Overall Rating 89%

Price: £39.95
Contact:
HiSoft Systems
The Old School
Greenfield
Bedford
MK45 5DE
Tel.01525 718181
Fax.01525 713716
Email.hisoft @ cix.compuserve.co.uk
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One of the most original channels available exclusively on cable is the
Landscape Channel. At first glance it looks like the kind of footage ter-
restrial TV channels use instead of a testcard to fill dead air time
between programmes - swooping panoramic views of seagulls against
a sunset in Cornwall, or meditative shots of a hot-air balloon floating
over Bath, to the soothing strains of classical music. After a while
though, you realise that these are the channel's programmes.

The Landscape Channel consists entirely of pleasant film of nature
and countryside from around the world, with no adverts and no voice-
over, just classical music. Shez Hamill, Marketing Director at Sussex-
based Landscape, spoke to AUl about where this novel concept in TV
came from and what plans they have.

Though Landscape is now only available on cable, it was conceived
ten years ago as a channel for the Astra satellite. In 1985 MTV and other
pop music channels were thriving in the US and elsewhere, and were
just starting their astonishing growth in Britain and Europe.

However classical music, which accounts for something like 20% of
the recorded music market, had practically no outlet on television. The
designers of Landscape reasoned that with all the new TV channels
becoming available through satellite and cable technology there was a
place for a new classical music based channel. They also felt that a lot
of people would welcome an alternative to the accelerated pace, infor-
mation over-load, and flashy effects of most TV channels. Something to
wind-down to, rather than be stressed by; a kind of relaxation channel.

With these ideas in mind they set about taking gentle pieces of clas-
sical music and putting images to them. As Shez Hamill put it: "“Mozart
isn't around any more to make videos for his music”, so the Landscape
crew do their best to make films that complement the classical music
soundtracks.

The emphasis is on quality; the Senior Producer, Mike Appleton,

m AUl ¢ JANUARY 1996

used to produce The Old Grey Whistle Test and other quality music pro-
grammes at the BBC. He makes sure that the Landscape camera oper-
ators, in-house and freelance, always use film and never video.

The results are usually edited in-house at their own production suite.
The style of the programmes, which are more like extended music
videos, is thoughtful. They are often based around one scene or natural
feature, exploring and meditating on the image. “Not like some of our
imitators” says Hamill, disdainfully, “who often jerk insensitively from one
image or theme to another, haywire.” -

LANDSCAPE
=

To date the Landscape recipe of high-quality, well-produced films of
nature to a classical soundtrack, has been a considerable success -
over 70% of UK cable operators now carry the channel. As there is no
voice-over, the content can be sold unchanged to foreign-language
cable and satellite channels, which is one of Landscape's fastest grow-
ing markets. With such an apparently successful formula, is there any
reason to change? Recent market research suggests there might be.

Late-night Chilling Station?

Along with their growing popularity, Landscape have recently faced an
unexpected drop in the average age of viewers. The channel was
always aimed at a more mature age-group than pop music channels like
The Box or MTV, but in the last year or so surveys have shown that large
numbers of young people have been tuning in, especially on Friday and
Saturday nights. Hamill attributes this new audience to clubbers, turning
to Landscape as an ‘ambiental’ channel to relax to when they come
home after a night out. The channel is “not discouraging that image”, so
does this mean that Landscape might change the style of some of its
programming to cater specifically for this new found youth audience.
Perhaps playing electronic ambiental music as well as classical?

At present it is difficult, according to Hamill, because Landscape pro-
vide their channel to cable operators on tape, so they have no control
over what time what is broadcast. With the channel boom expected in
the next year or so, when new digital-format broadcasting takes off, they
are hoping to get their own live digital feed to satellite or cable. Once
they are broadcasting live, then, yes, they would like to make pro-
grammes especially for this late-night audience.

If Landscape do make the big step of including computer video
effects and electronic chill-out music in their films, it will be interesting to
see if they use the Amiga. Already used for making graphics effects
demos, creating electronic visuals in clubs around the country, and with
so many cable stations already using live feeds from Amigas for local
information, it would be a small step to broadcasting ambiental Amiga
visuals live.

For more information call The Landscape Channel 01424 830 688

T
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Typical subject of a Landscape programme, 10 an appropriate classical music soundirack
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Cable on line - High-Speed Cable
Internet links to the Home

CableTel are one of the top five big cable companies in the UK. This
summer they became one of the first cable companies to also provide
Internet access.

Initially their Internet operation, called Cable On-line, will operate
more or less independently as a standard Internet service provider, in
this growing, lucrative market. Cable On-line plan to install over seventy
points of presence (or ‘pops’, the local servers you can dial-up with a
modem to connect to the Internet) around the country. These will offer
standard dial-up access to the Internet, at local call rate, to about 90%
of the population by mid-1996.

During in the next two years though, they plan to start integrating their
Internet provision with their cable operation by offering direct digital high-
capacity links to the Internet from any home connected to their cable
telephone network.

This kind of direct digital cable link to the Internet will be a spoonful
of veterinary strength tranquilliser in the tea of anyone struggling with a
28.8K modem on a standard analogue phone line, and impatiently wait-
ing minutes for a World Wide Web page to load. A dedicated digital
home cable link could offer 10 Megabits per second direct Ethernet
access to the Internet, a two-hundred fold increase in speed over today's
fastest modems. This opens up a plethora of possible new Internet uses,
like video-telephony, video-on-demand, and even shared virtual reality
environments.

In some areas cable operators already provide high-speed digital
Ethemnet links to businesses, hospitals, local government, and universi-
ties. In particular Videotron, who run the cable franchises in much of
London, have extended the UK Internet backbone, SuperJANET, to
Hammersmith Hospital, Imperial College, and Queen Charlotte's
Hospital via a 100 Megabit/second fibre-optic link. They also provide pri-
vate fibre-optic computer networks of up to 2 Megabits/second for
organisations such as Southwark and Greenwich councils, the Riverside
Health Authority, and the Hampshire Police Authority. On the consumer-
level, digital Internet links are a different technical and economic propo-

sition. Cable On-line may well be
the first to provide this kind of
link at a reasonable,

consumer level prices.

Biaris"

Even before then people
who use the Internet fre-
quently can often benefit from
a cable connection. Most cable
operators now provide telephone
connection to subscribers as well
as TV. Several cable companies, like
Videotron for instance, don’t charge any-

thing for local calls between subscribers. So if

you can find an Internet provider with a point of pres-
ence connected to your local cable telephone net-
work, you can in theory get free, unlimited dial-up Internet access (once
you've paid your fee).

In practice, for the present at least, most Internet providers would
rather not give you the incentive to use up their valuable modem lines
and server processing power all the time, if they don’t stand to profit.
Even CableTel, who normally offer subscribers local calls for a fixed
charge of one and a half pence, won't be giving access to the Internet
for this rate; they plan to charge a small premium for calls to the their
Cable On-line Internet servers. Even so, such calls are still significantly
cheaper than standard BT. line calls.

The ideal of free Internet access for all is still some years off, but with
direct high-capacity cable access of the kind Cable On-line are currently
testing, the price per kilobyte of data transferred, at least, looks set to fall
drastically.

For more information, call Cable On-line on 0800 506506 or see their
Web page at http://www.cableol.net

Internet connection
around the world will
get better and cheaper.

Videoway Interactive Television

The only cable operator in Britain currently offering all its subscribers an
interactive TV channel is Videotron with its Videoway system, onginally
developed by their Canadian company. Technically, the level of interac-
tivity is limited, but in the past few years their interactive programme
designers have invented some ingenious applications

Essentially the Videoway unit is a very basic computer, more like a
beefed-up calculator really. It can run very simple games, Doom they
aren't, which you can play using the remote con-
trol. Card games, for instance, or a very slow ver-
sion of Pacman.

The key aspect of Videoway, though, is that
small amounts of software can be sent along with
the programmes on the Videoway channel and
downloaded into the Videoway unit. This means
that at certain points in an otherwise normal pro-
gramme, you can be offered an onscreen multiple
choice of options, and the Videoway unit can
remember and act on your response.

On the Videoway channel Videotron broadcast
four distinct channels. The most basic application
of Videoway is simply to allow you to change between channels at cer-
tain times in the programme. So you have disco dancing programmes,
with guest dancers, and during a song you can choose between four
camera angles of the dancer, for instance. Or with a football match

very impressed by the games
on Videoway, but the aver-
age household is reported to
spend five hours a week
playing them.

broadcast on Videoway you can choose |

between three different camera angles, | | & T
and one channel devoted to back- 2 - o '%'{{
T 2 % Sl <

ground information about the players. I o &
Videotron also plan to extend this capa- -
bility to a live music venue with four '
cameras. -

Slightly more sophisticated are mul- oW |
tiple choice quiz programmes which let /nteract... patiently.
you choose the answer. The unit can register if your choice is right, and
if so shows you the channel which has the host congratulating you, oth-
erwise you get consolation and are told the right answer. It can also
remember your score and by the end of the progranme show you the
appropriate channel which awards you with praise if you have done well,
or criticises your performance if you haven't.

A neat and unexpectedly addictive variation of this is interactive
roulette, which lets you pick one of four stakes at each spin, and calcu-
lates your winnings as you go along. You can only

see the channel relevant to your choice of bet, and
at the end you are shown one of four channels,
depending on whether you are won a lot, a little, or
have lost imaginary on-screen dollars. Though you
are really only choosing between four channels,
while the Videoway unit keeps track of a score, the
illusion of interactivity is surprisingly effective.

A videoway unit.
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Interactive TV and the Amiga

The Amiga has always been the outstanding machine for creating high-
quality multimedia applications easily and cheaply. Even the humble,
sub-£100 multimedia Amiga authoring systems, such as Helm and early
versions of CanDo, always whitewashed expensive, slow, and compli-
cated PC-compatible and Apple Mac rivals like Macromind Director or
Authorware Professional. Despite now being sold as a ‘multimedia’
machine, there is still no multimedia authoring package on the PC to
touch a premiere Amiga package like Scala. This is one reason why
Scala, after eight years of developing authoring packages for the Amiga,
are now porting their software to the PC. Even then it will not have the
same capabilities.

In tandem with booming demand for PC-based multimedia in the last
two years, though, has come a boom in home video production. As it is
so inexpensive, good-looking, and simple-to-use, Scala has always
seemed natural for Amiga users to use for video production, the creation
of titles, sub-titles, fades, wipes, and interactive multimedia applications.

Video on Demand, or near Video on Demand - in the pipeline.

Now these two strands of technological development, the affordable
multimedia computer and the affordable video production suite are com-
ing together. And one of the places it is happening first is in cable TV
studios. Cable TV companies often want to present local community
information in a multimedia format and create graphics, titles and wipes
for their programmes, as cheaply as possible. With Scala and an Amiga
this has become possible. This combination is the single most popular
multimedia information delivery and video production package amongst
cable TV stations in the UK. It is also used by over 100 cable stations
worldwide.

Now Scala, and others, are looking to take this development a step
further by making all the multimedia information available via cable and
satellite interactive. So by sitting at home in front of a TV with the remote
control, users can bring up exactly the information they want. It follows
that they will also be able to bring up particular programmes, films, or
music tracks that they want, too. This is iTV - interactive TV, a fusion of
computer and television.

The device, or 'set-top box’ as it's universally called, which will pro-
vide interactive TV is to be a kind of hybrid computer. It will run interac-
tive multimedia software, but will be less expensive than a full-blown
multimedia PC, so that a mass market can afford it.

Scala are currently doing their best to ensure that the set-top box of
the near future will be running Scala software. Barry Thurston,
Managing Director at Scala UK, told AUl about Scala’'s involvement in
state-of-the-art interactive TV.

One of the first things Thurston made clear was that when it comes

E] AUl e JANUARY 1996

THE OGTOPUS UNDER YOUR FEET

CONTINUED

to interactive TV, nobody really knows what is going to happen. There
are two main problems. One is that none of the broadcasters really
knows what people at home want out of interactive TV, if anything. And
the other is that even if they decide to go ahead and deliver interactive
TV, the gap between what they will probably want to deliver and what
current technology can feasibly and economically do is enormous.
Scala are obviously committed to interactive TV, but as far as real cus-

tomers and the bottom line is concerned, it's a leap into the void.
So the development of Inter-

active TV is obviously risky, but it is
also potentially very lucrative and
Scala have managed to persuade
some very heavyweight partners to

join them. These include General {& ; ;}.,.1 u;. }{x ,1 5
Instruments, the American com- o > x_ft
pany who manufacture 65% of all R A BE i@

cable set-top boxes, and 90% of 1 F__‘H.f'_f_.ﬁ\:“i-'.;-if: -

satellite boxes, in the US at the PR

moment. G.l. are also world lead-
ers in digital compression hard-
ware, of the type used to encipher
and decipher the digital satellite,
terrestrial, and cable TV broadcasts
now being introduced around the
world.

They have Dbeen working
together for the last year or so on a
cheap set-top box which will run
Scala software. Price-wise, the cru-
cial component of set-top boxes is
RAM chips, and one of the biggest
attractions of Scala’'s software is
that it can run with less than one
megabyte of RAM.

Thurston recounted with wry
glee the scene at a trial of interac-
tive TV systems carried out recently
amongst American broadcasters,
involving a Scala-based set-top box
versus a Microsoft system. Micro-
soft were aiming to wipe out the A
competition with an interactive TV RStz

system that could run modularly & :
o m the world'
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under Windows, supposedly a snip
at only twice the price of Scala’s
set-top box. “Now then, how many
of these Microsoft systems will you
gentlemen be taking? (slightly awk-
ward pause).. er.. None, thanks”. Of
course, the Scala-based system
was more attractive, because price
and quality are crucial in the race
for an affordable interactive TV
technology. With an attractive, pro-
fessional looking, elegant system like the Scala-G.|. set-top box on offer,
most people are not going to want to pay twice what is already a con-
siderable amount of money for a Windows-based alternative, whoever
the president of the company is. Even if the Scala software was origi-
nally developed on a long-lost freak cousin of the ‘normal’ computer.
The Scala-G.l. consortium have already settled a deal with
PrimeStar, one of America's big satellite broadcasters. PrimeStar are
one of the first broadcasters in America to adopt digital broadcasting.
Because of the huge number of channels they can broadcast using dig-
ital compression - over 150 - the programme guides they broadcast con-
tain massive amounts of information. A multimedia system like Scala
provides an interactive, graphical way of presenting and organising this
information, so viewers can find out about what programmes they want
easily. PrimeStar broadcast all the latest channel information digitallyig

rh;mr:-r-l 10

Scala is used by over 100 cable channeis
worldwide for presentation.
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PRODUCTIVITY SOFTWARE -‘
Brilliance 2 £59

DPaint 5 £69

Image FX 2 £189

MediaPoint 3 £299

Montage 24 £299

Pixel 3D Pro 2 £129

Animation Workshoe 2 £75.99
Bars & Pires Pro 2 £249

PC Task 3.1 £69

Moreh Plus £189

Real 3D v3 £399

DataChrome £29.99

DataChrome GOLD £49.99" ASK*
DTV Toolkit £29.99

ScaLA -

SCALA HT100 £49.99
SCaALAMMZII] £149

SCALA MM400 £269

SCALA ECHO EET00 £149

SCALA MM400 ECHO EE100 £395

MEMORY UPGRADES =

A500 2MDb £90

AS500 Megachir RAM £157

Virer Al 200 Accelerators - ASK

Wizard Developments Arollo RAM - ASK

A1200 HARD DISKS -

80MD 2.5 IDE £69

120MD 2.5 IDE £95

340Mb 2.5 IDE £189

510MbD 2.5 IDE £299

810MD 2.5 IDE £559

1 Gb2.5IDE X719

2.5 CABLE & SETUP DISK ADD £7
2 Gb 3.5 SCSI £659

4 Gb 3.5 SCSI £1099

SQUIRREL SCSI I/F ADD £49 (65)
NEW ZIP DRIVE - PHONE

AMIGA ==

GET A MYSTERY XMAS PRESENT WORTH £29.99

ALL ORDERS OVER £150 DURING DECEMBER
HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM CHROMA!

3000 O
A

SU,
A1200 Magic Pack £389 JECT?OAVAQAEHJTP

A1200/170Mb SCALA Pack £489

Amiga M1438 Multisvnc 28DP £289
Amiga Systems o YOUR Spec - CALL

g

Please 'phone for a full price list

IF YOU'RE ALREADY A NEW A1200 USER
PHONE FOR DETAILS OF
CHROMA'S "INSTANT UPGRADE" PACK

NAME
ADDRESS

POSTCODE
ITEM

ITEM

ITEM _

-
d
U3
s
i
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I
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ORDER EARLY FOR XMAS

Please add £2.50 P&P (£5 for systems)

E&OE

VIDEO & GRAPHICS SOLUTIONS FROM

CLROMA

> DACACFIONE

THE AMAZING NEW AMIGA UTILITY

DataChrome uses WB3.0 Datatypes to enable your
Paint Packages, Word Processors, Databases,
Desktor Publishing & Multimedia Programs to load
JPEG, GIF, PCX, MacPaint & Windows graphics
DIRECT - WITH NO NEED TO PRE-CONVERT!

WORKS WITH MOST IFF-ONLY PROGRAMS
LOAD JPEGS INTO DPAINT & SCALA 300
IMPORT MAC GRAPHICS INTO FINAL COPY & WRITER
ACCESS PCX CLIPART WITH PAGESETTER
VIEW CD GIF FILES WITH DOPUS4
And more - Just think ofthe possibilities .. ..

PAtACFROmME HD + WB3.0 AND ABOVE £29.99

DTV TOOLKIT -

ENTRY-LEVEL VIDEO TITLING & FX
if you-re just into video ftitling with your Amiga,
then DTV TOOLKIT is what you need!

Use it with your favourite Paint/Animation package to produce
slick wipe effects, cool animated text and moving fitles.
Complete with manual & disk tutor for DPaint 4.
There-s even a FREE help department - just in case!

DTV TOOLKIT All Amigas - 2mb+ £29.99

i 5 GENLOCKS
rendale 8802 fmc (composite) £175
rendale 9402 (s-video) £289
lola L1500 (composite) £175
lola L2000 (s-video comeposite) £349
amitek fusion (composite) £99
GUP G-Lock (S-video) £255
Order any genlock and claim DTV TOOLKIT FOR £15!

POWER COMPUTING CD ROM DRIVES
The best value Amiga SCSI CD drives around!
guilt-in Squirrel PCMCIA/SCS51 intertace.
A1200/A600 compatible

Double-speed £199 Quad-speed £299
order either CD drive with or DTV TOOLKIT DATACFIORME
and deduct £5.00 from total

A1200 PCMCIA-FRIENDLY FASTRAM
complete with battery-backed clock
PC1208 2MD-£1354Mb-£185
order with DaTacCkIoOme or DTV TOOLKIT
and deduct £5.00 from total!

TOTAL ENCLOSED

CHEQUES & PIO's PAYABLE TO CHROMA
153 HOLT ROAD FAKENHAM NORFOLK NR2Z21T" 8JF TEL: O1328 62693
CHROMA SPECIALISES IN GRAPHICS & HOME DTV SOLUTIONS - IF YOU HAVE SOFTWARE YOU D LIKE TO PUBLISH - PHONE US
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the form of structured multimedia files which can be browsed using
Scala software. The set-top boxes, which are effectively pared-down
home computers, have the necessary Scala software already stored in
memory, and can simply load in the latest digital multimedia file as it is

broadcast. Viewers can then just point and click their way through the
channel information as they would with any interactive multimedia appli-
cation, like muitimedia CD-ROMSs for instance. The channel guide can

feature pictures from programmes, reviews, background stories etc. A bit

like an interactive Radio Times.
Channel guides are one useful application of Scala multimedia soft-

ware in set-boxes, but the same technology could in theory be used to
broadcast files of any interactive multimedia information. Any material
currently available on interactive CD-ROMs could soon be accessible
via interactive set-top boxes. So educational and entertainment applica-
tions for instance, could also be broadcast via cable or satellite, if there
was a demand among viewers. But just how much multimedia informa-
tion people will want delivered to their homes and what kind is still
unknown.

An ex-CBM staffer, Barry Thurston is still very supportive of the Amiga
community despite Scala having branched out from their Amiga roots.
One unique feature of Scala's new ‘backbone’ system is its inter-com-
patibility — any application written in ‘backbone’ format for one platform
should work on any other platform running the same Scala software.

Gontdomaon Pralor

Singin’ in the Rain The Groat Dictator

Blondaos

Prowviow

Purchase

Cancol

Scala is proven, easy-to-use multimedia authoring software.

This means that in the future, if set-top boxes running Scala take off,
Amiga users could design multimedia information at home using Scala
on their Amigas, and then send it directly to cable or satellite companies
for broadcast on their systems.

For more information contact. Scala 01920 444294

From clothes shop window to cable
corporation: One man and his Amiga

Cable TV is one area where the Amiga has had the chance to stretch
its multimedia muscles and achieve some sound commercial success.
Running the world-leading Scala multimedia software, the Amiga is now
the single most successful computer system for delivering multimedia
information on British Cable TV. At least six of the UK's seventeen big
cable operators use Scala with Amigas for their local channel daily pro-
gramming, plus many independent cable channels.

Most cable TV companies are trying to get professional-looking, eye-
catching, and innovative video graphics and multimedia, easily and
quickly done on a shoestring budget; the kind of market the Amiga was
made for. Its success on cable is creating opportunities for growing
numbers of Amiga users to make a living from their skills. And their imag-
ination and creativity have in turn boosted the reputation of the Amiga
amongst budding Cable TV channels.

The career to date of Roifield Brown is typical of the pioneering suc-
cess of the Amiga in Cable TV. In the last three years he has worked

fridays

The Amiga comes inlo its own producing this lype of high-quality graphics.
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freelance for several of the major Cable TV companies, including the
Cable Corporation and Cable London, as well as several cable channels
such as the Black Entertainment Television channel. He is now in the
process of setting up his own company, ‘Handprint’, to create Amiga-
generated video graphics and multimedia, mainly for cable TV compa-
nies. He is also training users in Scala and DeluxePaint. He told AU/
how he has managed single-handedly to carve a career in Cable TV,
using nothing but Amigas. 5

Brown, now 26, first used Amigas in the late eighties when studying
video graphics for an Audio-Visual HND at Batley Art School in the
Midlands. He has never found any reason to use any other kind of com-
puter since. After finishing art school he then ventured into the clothes
retail business, with shops in Birmingham and Manchester, and it was
there that he first began turning his Amiga hobby into a business. By cre-
ating a basic multimedia sequence on his Amiga using the Scala IC500
program and DeluxePaint, and putting the monitor in his shop window,
he had a home-made, eye-catching advert he could leave running all
night long. Soon he was getting more
interested in programming the adverts on
the Amiga than he was in the clothes busi-

The Future

For the moment, future demand for more
information services seems to be practi-
cally infinite. In the next three or four years
technological advances in digital commu-
nications and fibre-optic networks seem
set to fulfil some of this century’s futurists’
dreams.

In particular, Britain’'s budding local
cable channels show every sign of becom-
ing a new, low-budget, but lively cultural
force.

However, many people are beginning
to reject the vision of an information soci-
ety in which everyone experiences lite,
and each other, via a cathode ray tube. If
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:;;e .-'i.-:'“:; ot 23 hours a day, as well as their engineering infor-
g_ - -_z'-;.:::::._ l"]“ :E: W mation channel, which provides up-to-date news
- e "L::ﬁr:r:a- e Oof any engineering problems. For both these
-r:: -r"-}:‘:."‘;"rt::::: [:"'"H"L s Channels he uses two Amiga 4000/030s running
:_:;:::,::f _*,-_; . - ::: - Scala, DeluxePaint, and Art Department
- "1:-'5:1-:;3;3 = _._____;_;::: o Professional. A Vidi-Amiga 12 is used for digitis-
< *-.:Eig_:jg:j'_: e . : _?h_'}_:;;?:-:.‘:- et INg, and he also uses an A1200 to separately

o e R e Sl > T T I:::::I et create the adverts for the channels.
:::':}: ;Ezf-;f;;::l-: S e J-;__iﬁj:jjf' > --:-*::I:: e He has also designed the multimedia infor-
el < *":i;i:t:ﬁ:ﬁ:i::—i‘;:::::ﬁ:‘ij::iﬁ e Mation content for the Camden-based cable
e e ety company, Cable London, on his Amiga and is
now working for Birmingham LIVE, a branch of
Big changes are happening with new developments in interactive channels. the new LIVE TV cable channel based in Canary Wharf. The one from

ness. He found himself in demand for multimedia
odd-jobs like designing projections for the now
famous ‘Luvdup’ DJs at a local nightclub. Then
cable channel Identity, now Black Entertainment
TV, asked him to do an ‘ident’ channel logo for
them.

After building up his experience with Scala
and the Amiga, he eventually managed to get a
regular job working for the Berkshire-based
Cable Corporation designing and producing the
content of their ‘Service Station’ channel. This
provides multimedia local community information
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which Janet Street-Porter recently departed.

So which tips would Brown give to any Amiga users aspiring to find
work in the growing Cable TV industry using the Amiga?

“Just approach cable companies and sell yourself. Look for not so
obvious opportunities as well. For instance, lots of cable companies use
Scala on the Amiga because it's such a flexible and affordable system.
And they all end up using only about ten of the fifty or so backgrounds
that come with the Scala package. Especially the grassy one and the
water one. So some of them would probably welcome new back-
grounds. And try other outlets which could use multimedia displays like
art gallenies, restaurants, boring places like that, and just sell them the
concept of multimedia.”

The blossoming British cable industry offers some of the best oppor-
tunities in years for Amiga users to use their machines professionally.
Cable is puncturing the old exclusive, big company, glamorous image of
TV broadcasting and bringing it down to earth, within reach of enthusi-
astic amateurs. And these people are generally open-minded enough to
use Amigas.

For more information contact: Roifield Brown,
HANDPRINT - 01973 371709

it's true that “information is alienated experi-
ence as Jaron Lanier, virtual reality pioneer
and designer of the virtual reality data glove
has said, there might soon come a point at
which people become fed up with just
absorbing electronic information from a

 screen and begin to look for other kinds of
experience instead.

The economic momentum of the informa-
tion technology revolution is so great at the
moment that the future of cable seems
assured for the next few years at least. In that
time, changes in telecommunications, the
structure of the economy, and the nature of
work may well radically change people's pat-
tern of life and their viewing habits. In the
meantime cable is spreading its tentacles
under the land with yet unpredictable results.
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Once again, the indefatigable Martin Witton leads the intrepid
AUl team of investigative technofreaks out to face the
innovative future that is moving in on us right now.

live without them?

... AUI rounds
up the latest in techno
developments. Can you

deducted from the total on the
card.

Prepaid cards can be used, for
example at such places as at
sports clubs, social clubs, squash
or golf clubs, works canteens and
schools and Casio are working

The only
Serioud
alternative
to cash

hard to perswuade such organisa-
tions to take them on. The obvious
benefits to the clubs and their
members are in security as the risk
of theft of cash from both cus-
tomers and tills is reduced.

For clubs and organisations
involved in the cards the benefits
are in faster transactions and cus-
tomer loyalty. And, of course,
plenty of times cards are paid for
and then lost or not used up com-
pletely as happens with stamps or,
phone cards or even travellers
cheques. The clubs get the benefit
of such unused amounts.

Casio have bonus schemes for
users and companies through
points systems, prizes and dis-
counts.

Casio Electronics Company Ltd.,
Unit 6, 1000 North Circular Road,
London NW2 2YP.

Say Me,
Say You

For people who have sudden ideas
or remember something important
at inopportune moments, the
Voice Organiser, from Apple Tech-
nologies - not the computer com-
pany - could be a useful little gad-
get. The voice activated Org-
aniser replaces the need for scrib-
bled notes which have a habit of
getting lost and could also take the
place of a secretary!(And it's lighter
on your knee.)

But this neat litle device is more
than just a dictaphone. As a diary,
it will tell you all the events for the
day which you have given it at dif-
ferent times. As a voice activated
telephone directory, it will store 400
telephone numbers and save you
having to scroll through an elec-
tronic or manual directory.

For example say “Kate Walters”
(You do know Kate, don’'t you?
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Everybody knows Kate!) and it will
display her home, work, mobile, fax
numbers and sexual preferences -
well, not the last unless that's infor-
mation that you have given it..And
as a voice activated notepad you
can tell it, in confidence, those
amazing ideas as you get them and
play them back later.

As soon as you have trained the

Speak to it of love - or anything else.

pocket sized Voice Organiser to
recognise your voice you can dis-
pense with a whole pocket full
of diaries, notebooks and tape
machines. It will work for up to a
year ahead and is multi-lingual.
(No, it won't talk back to you in
Spanish - unless that ees what you
speak to it, Amigo.)

Price £149.99
Contact:
Apple Technologies Ltd.,
16 Willan Trading Estate,
55 Waverley Road, Sale,
Cheshire. M33 7Ay.

In Car Computer

For people who have problems
with map reading in cars such as
travel sickness or simply can't read
maps, Philips Routefinder is a
useful electronic alternative. This
portable computer can plan any
road journeys in the British Isles.
By entering your starting point and
destination, you can follow the step
by step instructions on the screen.

You can specify routes such as
avoiding motorways or particular

m AUl ¢ JANUARY 1996

places along the way. If you
encounter traffic jams or road-
works, the Routefinder will instantly
give new directions from that point.
By entering data about your car
and driving habits, the 16bit 8MHz
processor will estimate your time of
arrival, cost of trip and fuel con-
sumption. Interestingly, it is being
brought out under the aegis of the
Science Museum no less. Quite a
recommendation.

Price £199.00
Contact;
The Science Museum Catalogue,
Euroway Business Park,
Swindon. SN5 8SN.

Multimedia
Speakers

Goodmans claim to have designed
speakers specifically for use with
multimedia computers and key-
boards with sound facilities. How-
ever, the speakers can also be
used to broadcast sound from per-
sonal cassette and CD players,
radios and TVs.

Speakers designed for multimedia.

The speakers have magnetic
shielding to protect sensitive com-
puter equipment from distortion or
damage. The 2-channel stereo
amplifier and 20 Watt power output
multimedia speakers are priced
£39.95 per pair.

From most electrical retailers
such as Comet.

alt.culture

Having trouble keeping up with the
jargon and latest on-line develop-
ments? alt.culture - the book, takes
you through cyberpunk, Internet,
new age, media viruses, touc-
heads, TinySex, binocular dyspho-
ria and the like. With 900 entries
including Internet addresses, alit.
culture is an A-Z of the 90s under-
ground and online dimension.

alt.culture is by Steven Daly
and Nathaniel Wice,

published by 4th Estate and

available in bookshops.
Price £12.99

or contact JEM Marketing,

Little Mead, Cranleigh,
Surrey GU6 8ND.

Prize Winning
Innovation

First prize at the Great British
Innovations and Inventors Fair this
year has gone to Telerecorder 701.
The 701 enables you automatically
to record all your phone calls with-
out additional wiring, adaptors or
phone sockets.

To install it, you simply place the
Watsonlinc connector around the
telephone cable at any convenient
point along its length. No physical
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On the way to Kensington? The Sclence Museum advises you o avoid the M25 today.

contact is made with the cable but
the stethoscope is claimed to pick
up every word of the conversation
and relay it into the tape recorder.

Recording is voice activated
with auto start/stop. It is trans-
ferrable to any phone and also has
an ear piece for live call monitoring.
The Telerecorder is battery or
mains operated.

Price £149.00
Contact:
Innovations Information Line.
Tel: 01793 513946

More Powerful
Laser

Scientists at the University of St.
Andrews have developed a mini-
ture laser small enough to fit in a
matchbox. The researchers say
that the laser will be useful for sort-
Ing cells in biomediacal research
and photographic reproduction.
The power source of the system
IS a beam-creating diode laser sim-
llar to those used in CD players.
This powers another laser, which
creates an infra-red beam. This is
then reflected within a transparent
crystal, where it is converted into
green light. (Have you got that or
do you want to read it again?) The
minature laser produces 130 milli-
watts of green light which is 100
times more powerful than that of
conventional red laser pointers.

Electronic
Photography

Japanese electronics company,
Hicoh has produced a pocket sized
digital camera that captures an
image with 410,000 pixels of reso-
lution. This is comparable to Super
VHS video. The DC-1 measures
135mm by 22mm by 76mm and
weighs only 255q. Price £1,100.
Casio Computer are also devel-
oping small digital cameras for
about half that price, although
weighing less the Casio offering
ofters only 250,000 pixels of reso-
lution. There are at least 10 com-
panies competing in the digital
camera market, such as Kodak,
Nikon and Canon and these
cameras are beginning to come in
a wide range of prices and abilities.
Digital camera technology,
which like VHS video is replac-
ing conventional film, has vastly
improved the images which can
be manipulated and are easily
-
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transmitted over conventional pho-
ne lines around the world. Some
makes, such as the Ricoh DC-1,
can even transmit its images over
telephone lines to remote comput-
ers.

Multimedia systems and net-
works that combine many of differ-
ent kinds of graphical and audio
data can handle information only in
digital form. For a wide variety of
sophisticated devices to share data
and work together as a system,
common standards will be neces-
sary and they aren’t yet agreed.
However, most digital camera dev-
elopments have taken place in the
last year and still have some way
to go before the rolls of film
become obsolete. But it will hap-
pen, it will happen, you can believe
us. Does AUI ever get it wrong?

Boarding
the Green
Bandwagon

Japan's NEC has taken on board
environmental issues and has
developed a technique that inc-
reases the proportion of recyclable
material on printed circuit boards.
The new machinery NEC have
developed raises the content of
recyclable material by 50% and
enables solder, glass fibre and ep-
oxy resins to be extracted, in addi-
tion to the gold and copper that is
already generally reused.

The circuit board is heated
using infra-red radiation and the
components dismantled. It is then
pulverised and separated into cop-
per-rich powder and a glass fibre
resin powder. The process is exp-
ected to be operational within three
years.

Touch
Technology

accomplish this without cabling,
with wireless technology.

The goals of the project are to
increase the safety, comfort and
convenience of everyday living. It
involves a wide variety of new tech-
nologies including multimedia and
voice command. Hawley is aiming
to run the living space project at
the sound of a specific word or
gesture. Microwaves ovens will be
activated, computers and televi-
sions will turn off and on at the lift
of a hand and door handles will
recognise the owners touch.

The key to this futuristic way of
living will be through a centralised
camera which Hawley hopes will
one day recognise individuals as
they walk through the room.

Even more advanced is the
computerised medical monitor that
would relay your body temperature
and stress levels to the house com-
puter. “For instance if you come in
from a jog and you're heated up,
the air conditioning would drop
lower, and if your stress levels are
rising, the room might dim the
lights slowly and soften the music”
said Hawley.

But doesn’t that beg the ques-
tion, “What happens if there are
several people - or only two - and
they have different tastes in heat
(or only one of them has no clothes
on!)?" How does the house know
which temeperature to go for?
Sound like not so much a recipe for
an effeortless future but a house
with a nervous breakdown.

SPEA’s 64 Bit
Accelerator

The famed Massachusettes Instit -
ute of Technology (MIT) has been
looking into futuristic high technol-
ogy living spaces in a project called
The Living Room of the Future.
According to Michael Hawley,
the professor in charge of the pro-
ject, it will be the first to integrate
everyday appliances from a variety
of manufacturers into a central
household brain. Hawley hopes to

m AUl ¢ JANUARY 1996

The PC continues to advance as a
tool for graphics and muiltimedia
production. SPEA now have a V7-
Mirage Video TV which they say
combines a 64-bit graphics accel-
erator with a TV tuner, allowing live
video input to be monitored in a
scalable window while the user
works in other applications.

The Mirage Video TV supports
video scaling and MPEG-1 hard-
ware playback and is intended for
both home and multimedia app-
lications. It allows a PC to be
upgraded to multimedia MPC3
specifications for VideoCD play-
back, interactive video games,
multimedia presentations, interac-
tive educational systems and mul-
timedia information and sales ter-
minals.

(Why isn't the Amiga doing all
this? It could if Amiga Technologies
got its skates on!)

The V7 is equipped with the S3

Trio64V+ graphics and video
processor and has 2MB EDO
DRAM. It offers resolutions up to
1280 x 1024 at B5Hz, or TrueColor
up to 800 x 600 resolution at 75Hz
along with scaling of digital video
such as MPEG or Video for
Windows.

External video sources like
video recorders can be connected
via a live video input at resolutions
from 16 x 16 up to 1024 x 768, full
screen or in a window, at 25 frames
per second UK PAL format, or
30fps NTSC. The PAL TV tuner
allows aerial or cable TV connec-
tion, with Videotext on frequencies
from 48.25 - 855.25 MHz.

The Mirage Video TV is also
available without the TV tuner as
the Mirage Video, for those who
just want 64 bit graphics, video
scaling and an option on the MPEG
decoder. (And don't we all?)
SPEA's realtime video digitizer
CRUNCH IT, can be connected
directly to the Mirage Video cards
using the SPEA Movie-Bus for pro-
ducing digital and MPEG-1 videos.

The PCI bus Mirage Video TV
costs £260.00 and the Mirage
Video £190.00. The MPEG de-
coder costs £ 100.00 extra.

Contact:
SPEA Software,
Tel: 01844 261886.

Fire Monitor

Firefly, an aptly named Swedish
company has developed a device
to combat industrial fires or explo-
sions triggered by hot particles or
sparks often caused by friction on
production lines.

The device uses an infra-red
monitor to measure the radiation
from a glowing particle. within a
couple of milliseconds it can trigger
a fire extinguisher or can divert the
flow of material on the production
line.

The monitor is sensitive enough
to adjust the nature and intensity of
the fire-extinguishing agent, acc-
Oording. to the temperature of the
particle,

Contact:
Firefly Sweden
Tel: 86462565

Don’t Call Us

The TechnoWorld is not always a
comfortable one. It can turn out to
be inconvenient for the oddest of
reasons when some technological
device goes even slightly amiss.
How about a computerised phan-
tom caller?

A not very happy American
woman from Massachusetts rec-
ently was infuriated to find her tele-
phone ringing every ninety minutes
day and night. This went on for six
months and nearly drove her
bananas.

The calls were all the same. The
telephone rang but when answered
there was no sound, not even
heavy breathing. Finally, out of
patience with this persecution, she
got the police onto it. They brought
in the local phone company who
traced the calls to an abandon-
ed oil tank. Yes, it was abandoned
and, though this is not a ghost
story, no-one was making the calls.

No-one but the tank itself. The
tank contained a computer and had
been programmed to alert the oil
company when the level of oil fell
below a certain point. What it was
doing was, quite correctly, inform-
ing the oil. company. The trouble
was that the phone numbers had
been mixed up and the lonely oil
tank was pathetically, if infuriat-
ingly, calling up, not its company
but the poor woman every ninety
minutes.

BT says that this kind of mis-
taken call is becoming increasingly
common. In fact, the Editor of
AUl's mother was driven to fury
and the desperate resort of chang-
ing the telephone number she had
had for over twenty years because
she was getting the high beeping
noise of a fax coming in day and
night over her home voice phone
line.

The problem, says BT, is that
more and more people are using
automated fax-back and phone
services controlled by computer
databases.

“If it's a fax, we would advise
people to connect a fax machine to
receive the fax and then contact
the sender.” And if it's an oil tank?

The Technoworld may be inter-
esting, even fascinating but we
can't expect it always to be a com-
fortable place, can we? AUI
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TRUE LIES
AND NO

VIDEOTAPE

Computer graphics and special effects are entering every area of presentation. Vision ‘95 is where TV and movie

professionals discover how to do it

Amigas, and meets Henry and Harry.

!

0905 26 53

CD quality recording direct to hard disk is possible using - DAR's OMRS.

o article on computer
graphics would be com-
plete without a reference
to Big Arnie, so here we
go. In his film "The Running Man’,
our hero was framed for mass mur-
der by the manipulation of video

digital special effects. ‘Terminator
2' was considered ground-breaking
in its use of morphing, while his
recent ‘True Lies' was packed full
of discrete digital effects.

At Vision'95, the show for the
TV and Film professional, you get

images. His face was to see the sort of equip-
‘mapped’ onto that of the ment that is used to cre-
bad guy, and his voice The future ate these stunning visual
was synthesized to say won’t be images.
hat th aid. ing th ,

) ;‘?'Thate fti]ii? %ﬂ:rg: r:'\ade tapele?'s’ usb:ﬁdlwgerte EOTJa;nteaﬁ
quite some time ago but with They've been in the busi-
when computer special IESS tape. ness for twenty years,

effects were still limited in
what they could do. As
the years have passed by, Mr.
Schwartzenegger has appeared in
films that have had more and more

m AUl o JANUARY 1996

pioneering the move to
digital computer editing

with the launch of Harry in 1985.
Since then Henry and Hal have
appeared on the scene, but now

there are pretenders to the crown
that Quantel have worn for so long.
It is similar to the IBM story. Once
they dominated world markets with
their proprietary mainframe com-
puters. Then along came ‘open
systems’ like UNIX

Quantel's equipment has been
based on proprietary hardware, but
the competitors are offering soft-
ware solutions running on ‘off-
the-shelf' machines like Silicon

— s = -

Digital video will soon dominate the newsroom.

and what to do it with. David Ward mixes in with the pros, finds a few

Graphics' Onyx superworkstation.
These machines can composite
images, move things around, and
remove or distort objects within a
scene. The operator works on one
frame of the movie and the com-
puter then duplicates the effects on
the rest of the frames in that scene.
No longer can the camera be
considered a truthful piece of equ-
ipment. With a computer special
effects unit you can alter reality




beyond belief. At the Show the
Quantel operator was erasing parts
of New York, causing skyscrapers
to fall over, and darkening the
already deep blue sky.

Kodak's Cineon System was
being demonstrated. This outfit,
running on Onyx, was used to cre-
ate the town visible behind the cas-
tle for ‘First Knight', and merge the
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The Altus Hard Disk VCR.

train compartment to a filmed back-
ground in Warner Brother's ‘First
Kiss'. Thus making old-fashioned
back-projection redundant.

The film's director, Lawrence
Kasdan, also wanted richer colour,
so Cineon was again used to
enhance the Technicolor film.
Today's films are not the only ones
to benefit from this technique.
Ingmar Bergman's 1953 “Ingen

industries.

Items such as the Pink DA. This
is a “cost effective” video distributor
and amplifier. It was noticeable eye
mainly for its shocking day-glo pink
paint job, rather than any other
aesthetic or technical qualities it
may have had. Much of today's
video editing is done using digital
‘off-line’ editors. Rather than the

assembling of individual scenes
from several tapes onto a master
tape, the digital editor compiles its
images on hard disk. These are
then output to the master in the
correct order once the edit is
complete.

Early editors had banks of hard
disks in large cabinets for this stor-
age. As disk capacities have
increased, and physical sizes
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A Camcutter gives you 20 minutes of digital video from its 2.4Gb hard drive.

hours of domestic VHS quality, for
about £13k. It does this via user
selectable Motion-JPEG compres-
sion.

With disk prices dropping daily,
and decreasing prices for silicon
chips, the domestic hard disk VCR
may one day be a possibility. It may
also happen to the camcorder. The
$19,000 Avid/lkegami CamCutter is
designed for professional news
gathering. Yet 20 minutes of
recording time is hardly enough,
even though the removable 2.4Gb
£1700 disk pack can be used over
and over again, say industry pun-
dits.

turers, or their agents, were at
Vision'95 demonstrating their
wares. Ampex, a name that's long
been associated with video tape in
the professional market, are now
expanding into computer products.
The first to make their appearance
are: a recordable CD, and a DAT
tape back-up cartridge. An Exabyte
cartridge is to follow.

Guaranteed
for life?

Ampex venture into the computer consumable market with a variety of back-up products.

Mans Kvinna" was restored from
faded obscurity to its original
clarity, and had dust marks and
scratches removed automatically
from it too.

Mind you, Vision'85 is not all
about special effects and image
processing, a lot of the Show is
given over to the less glamourous
hardware used in the TV and Film

decreased, it is now possible to
have a hard disk recorder that
works in a similar fashion to a VCR.
And of a similar size too.

The Altus Digital Disc Recorder
(sic) can be supplied with disk
capacities from 2.1 up to 9.1Gb.
The top end machine can handle
45 minutes of broadcast quality
sound and video, or nearly two

Tape could be the only viable
alternative for digital recording in
the foreseeable future. Sony have
shown Digital Betacam and
Betacam SX, while Panasonic
have their DVC-PRO. Both still in
their early stages of development.
These systems all rely on MPEG
compression in order to get the
huge amounts of data, that video
and audio streams generate, onto
magnetic tape. And, as you would
expect, the leading tape manufac-

Ampex once ventured into the
domestic video cassette market,
but margins were too thin for their
liking. They left, leaving the field
open to the Japanese big boys
TDK, Fuji, Sony, and Maxell
(Hitachi). Scotch tapes, made by
U.S. company 3M - Minnesota
Mining & Manufacturing, domi-
nated the U.K. market through
innovative advertising, rather than
superior quality.

In Europe video tape production
is led by BASF - Badische Aniline
und Soda Fabrik, who also dabble
in floppy disks. In fact most mag-
netic tape manufacturers have a
computer products division for flop-
pies and now, more importantly,
optical discs.

Tape quality is an important fac-
tor in the broadcast environment,
so there were several manufactur-
ers that were showing tape testing
machines The systems are used to
count the number of drop-outs, and
therefore the acceptability, of video
tape.

Research Technology Intern-
ational also had a combined tape
inspector/cleaner. The TapeChek
takes standard VHS cassettes and
cleans and polishes the tape’s sur-
face. An advanced optical system

-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 66
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also inspects the tape for damage
such as; creases, oxide shedding,
tears, and the dreaded crinkly
edge. The basic machine costs
£4,000, with additional options like
bulk erase, adding to that price.
The machine is used by law
enforcement agencies to recycle
video surveillance tapes. At one
time these tapes were being used
on a ‘use once only’ basis, but
costs proved prohibitive. By invest-
ing in an RTI TapeChek the tape
can be repeatedly used, then dis-
carded when it fails a preset quality
level. Some brands manage 20
recording cycles before being
binned. So beware of guarantees
that promise a lifetime of re-record-
ing - whose life, yours, or that of
the video heads in your VCR
(approximately 2,000 hours).

Amiga Makes
a Stand

There are a number of compa-
nies that offer computer generated

BASF had their full range of media on show.

prompting equipment, but only one
that does it on the Amiga. EDS
Portaprompt originally used the
A500, adapting it to take a folding
LCD screen, but now they have to
use A1200s.

The model on the stand was
one of the first A1200 HDs off of
the Amiga Technologies production
line, and Jim Keating was proudly
showing it off. A complete unit con-
sists of the A1200 mounted on top
of a metal base unit. This also
holds the mini-TV screen for the

Kodak's Cineon digital film scanning and manipulation packer.

The return of the Amiga...Still in there with the besL.
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prompting operator, power supply,
and speed controller.

Jim Kesting told AUl that
although the PC can provide
scrolling text for prompting, it can-
not do it as well as the Amiga. Well
we all knew that anyway, didn't
we? EDS not only provide the com-
puter side of prompting, but also
the special screens and monitors.

You may have seen these at
conferences where the speaker
stands in front of an angled glass
plate. This is the semi-silvered mir-

ence views it, but where the bulb
would normally be, there is a circu-
lar TV screen on which the prompt-
iIng words appear. This is a boon
for the theatre industry as the unit
can be part of a stage set with the
actors walking around it. Thus con-
cealed it does not draw the atten-
tion and provides instant help for
the actor who ‘dries’.

Unfortunately EDS do not sell
as many complete Amiga systems
as they would like, but software
sales have been good to existing

Restore those tired video cassettes with RTI's TapeChek.

ror onto which the text is projected.
For TV use this mirror is mounted
in front of the camera, while for
less obvious prompting EDS devel-
oped the ET.

Cleverly disguised, the ET looks
like any run of the mill spot lamp
from the rear - the angle the audi-

Amiga owners who work in TV. A
complete Digiprompt DP1200
would cost you £2,300.

With the A4000 (plus the 060
chips) about to reappear, the field
of professional computer graphics
and effects is still there for the
Amiga to win. AUI

Contacts

Altus (Hitech Systems Ltd.)
Ampex
BASF

EDS Portaprompt

Maxell

Research Technology Intl.
email:

- 01256 780880

- 01734 302240

- 0181 908 3188

- 01494 450414

- 01923 777171

- 01895 252191

RTIUK @ cix.compulink.co.uk




Upgrade your
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and save £15!

For a limited period you can upgrade any old Amiga paint, graphics or image processing package to Photogenics
1.2A, the latest word in 24-bit paint and image manipulation software for the Amiga. Take full advantage of the
power and flexibility that the Amiga offers, don’t be limited by the inconvenient and archaic interfaces that your old
products use. Just send us your payment and any proof of purchase for a rival product (Photocopy of receipt, or just
quote us a line from the manual by fax or phone) and we’ll send you back the latest version of Photogenics 1.2A by
return. Plus you can continue to use your old software while you wait for Photogenics (normally dispatched within
two days). See for yourself why all the Amiga magazines gave their top awards to Photogenics. Upgrade now to the
future of Amiga graphics software.

But hurry! This special offer must end by November 30th 1995. Order soon to ensure prompt delivery.

Photogenics 1.2A requires a minimum of 2Mb of RAM (4Mb minimum if used with hard disk), a 68020 or higher CPU and Kickstart 3.0
or higher. CyberGraphX required for 24-bit operation on third-party graphics cards (eg. Picasso II, CyberVision64)

Upgrade cost £44.95 (normal cost £59.95), plus postage and packing (£2.25 UK, £5.00 rest of the world).
Total cost: £47.20 UK, £49.95 rest of the world.

This offer is ONLY available for direct orders from Almathera. Please do not embarass your local dealer by asking him to honour this deal. Only the English Language
version of Photogenics 1.2A is available through this competetive upgrade program,

You can upgrade from any version of the following: Deluxe Paint (any version from 1 to 5), Personal Paint (any version), DigiPaint, TVPaint, Image FX, Art Department,
ADPro, ImageMaster, PixMate, Brilliance. (Phone for information on upgrading from any other Amiga graphics package.) Cover disk versions of software ARE acceptable
for upgrades. Any disks or manuals sent in for upgrade purposes WILL be reutrned with your order. Please do not send in any large or bulky manuals or we will have to
charge extra for return postage.

All trademarks used in this advert are acknowledged.

« ORDER BY PHONE: 0181-687 0040 « ORDER BY FAX: 0181-687 0490 « ORDER BY MAIL : CUT OUT OR COPY THE ORDER FORM AND SEND TO:
ALMATHERA, Southerton House, Boundary Business Court, 92-94 Church Road, Mitcham. Surrey. CR4 3TD. England.
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he world having been
invaded by the personal
computer may well shortly,
if many who are who ant-
agonistic to the global dominance
of Microsoft and Intel are to be
believed, run away from the pesky
tabletop things. Oracle boss Larry
Ellison has been busily hammering
away at the idea of a set-top box
‘device’ to replace the PC to fulfil
this dream. So all you need would
be a cheap unit to connect you to
some powerful distant server and
then it's goodbye to the PC. Well,
maybe...

Another possible straw in the
wind caught on the Web is the idea
that you can get onto the Internet
without a computer at all. This
somewhat startling notion emerges
from Sweden where a broadcast-
ing company, Infral, is about to test
a text-only service on the Internet.
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This month it is Anthony Mael,
Anne Dall and other keen

Netters who scurry along the
silken strands of the world wide

web and come back bitten by
the bug of the Network.

All you need for this is a touchtone
phone and a teletext equipped TV
set.

Yes, with these two very domes-
tic appliances, it is claimed that you
can send email and even browse
the World Wide Web. What you do
Is dial up a computer at the TV sta-
tion and enter commands with the
telephone keypad. The message is
then transmitted - broadcast in fact
- in teletext format and displayed

on the TV screen. You don't need a
modem or a computer to get thro-
ugh, just your phone.

IBIT of Fun?

Infral calls the system IBIT -
Internet Browser for Interactive
Teletext. IBIT works on standard
teletext technology with any com-
patible terrestrial, cable, or sate-

llite TV. Infral's parent company,
Kinnevik, will soon be testing the
system out on its Swedish cable
network.

By following the instructions on
a teletext page you can join the
system. First you must call the TV
company and their computer gives
you a mailbox and PIN number.
You then select a teletext page on
the TV and this becomes your
temporary Web access or email
location.

One of the problems may well
be that although the PIN number
will stop anyone getting into your
email, other users could see which
pages you are browsing through
on the Web. (That soft core porn
site which you accessed entirely by
mistake yesterday. Do you want
the neighbours to know when you
accidentally, of course, visit it
again?)
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Infral says that each of its com-
outers can handle up to a million
mailboxes. However the limitation
s that present teletext systems
don’t have much space available
after the “professional” users have
given you all that stuff about
today's recipes. So there might be
only a few hundred pages available
to IBIT for accessing the Internet at
one time.

Nevertheless, once online, the
real problem of the system is that
you have to enter a 2-digit code for
each character. So it could take
you aeons to key in a long email
message, which might mean that
you keep your messages down to
the minimum words - no bad thing
perhaps. Brevity, as someone said,
being the soul of wit - whatever that
might mean. Apparently, the BBC's
Ceefax people have already had a
demonstration of IBIT and have
peen very impressed.

Teletext is an odd technology,
and though many people use it
occasionally, it has not really
assumed a key role in communica-
tions. It would be ironic if the
medium that is clearly overtaking it
- the Internet - should prove to be a
way of making it really popular. If
the world at large could be offered
the advantages of linking up to the
Web and sending email without a
computer, the very cheapness and
universality of the TV based tele-
text system might well encourage a
whole new audience. One that
would not enrich Microsoft, Intel, or
even QOracle by using their expen-
sive devices.

Find Your Thrill...

On Blueberry Hill... Ending our
Louis Armstrong imitation, we pass
on to a new site on the WWW
named after that famous song.
Why? Well the online begetters of
this fruitfully attractive sounding
location are a design consultancy
called surprise, surprise, Blueberry.

They somewhat gushingly claim
that their driving force is “enthusi-
asm”. They also believe in giving
something back. Though we're not
quite sure to what they're giving to
whom, we are impressed. Do you
know anyone else talking like that
on the Net? (Thankfully, neither do
we.)

Blueberry told AUI - speaking in
the majestic third person about
themselves - “Their corporate ‘cul-
ture’ has evolved into consistent

pro-activity and above all having
‘fun’. (Their quotes) There is a con-
scious effort to avoid joining the
ranks of the stereotypical, jargon-
speaking and acronym led compe-
tition.” Oh really? We would happy
about that, we're sure, if we knew
what it meant.
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the Exchequer. We wonder if he'll
visit the trendy new cafe to plot
Internetted revenge on John Maijor,
or in between pleas for a new seat
in Parliament.

It seems that Cyber Cafe's own-
ers, impressed by the success of
their first venture are, planning to
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and perhaps still is. The American
whiskey company - note the ‘e’ in
whiskey, which distinguishes it
from Scotch - have put up a site
that offers you a tour of their famed
Lynchburg distillery in Tennessee.
Here you can also find background
information on the area where the
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Sur{ 's up — Catch the Wave (http:/fwww-eumya.sgf.cum)

Riding the Internet Wave.

Nevertheless, the design talents
of Blueberry, rather more satisfying
than their literary abilities, make us
think that their site is well worth a
visit. It certainly seems lively and
colourful and was created from
scratch by a team of four in just
four months.

Blueberry say they are going to
make it even livelier with audio,
video, and virtual walkthroughs.
They are open to suggestions for
changes by anyone who cares to
contact them.

The only thing we have to com-
plain about really is their OTT writ-
ing style. No, Blueberry, this will not
be “the ultimate interactive web
experience” - there will be plenty
more thrills to come. Blueberry Hill
is on http://www.blueberry.co.uk/

Cyberia 2

Cyberia, owners of the UK's first
Cyber Cafe in Central London are
moving out to the sticks. They have
opened their second Cyberia caff
in the leafy, if somewhat boring,
London suburb of Kingston on
Thames - once the unfortunate
constituency of Norman (Black
Wednesday? We planned it all
along!) Lamont, ex-Chancellor of

franchise the operation with the
intention of having other Cyber
Caffs popping up all over the coun-
try. You have been warned.

If you want to know when - if -
they will be coming your way you
can contact them on:

Hunter @ cyberdiner.easynet.co.uk

One for the Road

distillery is and, believe it or not, a
CyberBar. Shame that the Internet
doesn’'t deliver the real thing,
accompanied by Jack Daniels, of
course, Steve. Drink your fill, virtu-

ally, at http://www.infi.net/jack-
daniels
Surfing With

Silicon

There is one site on the Net that
would certainly appeal to ex-CBM
MD Steve Franklin. Jack Daniels
with Coca-Cola was the favourite
drink of the ex-Commodore Boss-

Ideal for keeping the CyberParty going.

You may think that supplying loads
of high priced - some say over-
priced - computers to games devel-
opers, and making loads of dough
out of it as well, would be enough.
But no, Silicon Graphics want into
the Net too. They are on the WWW
with a site called Silicon Surf and
provide info such as “Who we are”
and, modestly “Awesome Prod-
ucts”. You can guess whose prod-
ucts they find awesome.

SGI are keen to tell the Net
world about their workstations and
servers, their authoring tools, and
other software. Which don’t come
cheap, but we cannot deny that
they supply “awesome” stuff. Surf's
Up - Catch the Wave is their let's
get hip slogan.

If you want to surf the Silicon
wave they are on:
http://www-europe.sgi.com

2
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Now Hear This

US company Progressive Net-
works have launched on to the pre-
viously unsuspecting, and almost
silent, Net world Real Audio. This
is a client-server software system
that allows users on the World
Wide Web to hear audio files in real

been able to tune into this hysteri-
cal, er... historical, event.
Doubtless we are going to be
able to access more and more sim-
ilar ‘happenings’ - to use the word
appropriate to the near OAP
Rollers - through the Net. Though
let's hope that as technology gets
better and we are able to see more

. Netscape: The Stone Bone Connectedtothe MBONE

problem, and the reaction to it, was
when an American lawyer sent out
an advertisement for his ambu-
lance chasing services which then
found its way onto the screens of
many thousands of immediately
irate Netters. Their response was
to “flame” the offending attorney by
sending so many messages to him

load, the program can then filter
out any spam that arrives.

Cancelmoose is not just a pro-
gramming group, but also the
name of a program automatically
searches out and identifies spams.
It picked up nearly 20,000 spams in
its first week of operation.

While you may want to double

BE

time. Before this release, you had Major MBONE Routers and Links
to download audio if you wanted to el 1. .
hear it. Now you can listen to it first. P ' . A

As a minute’s audio can take ages,
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possibly as much as 15 to 20 min- -’"Fﬂ—"‘“*x
utes to download, RealAudio could bet- 3 :‘-“;‘I:"ﬁ SR
prove a distinct advantage. The SO0S AN A

system has already been used by
radio stations who are anxious not
to be left out of the rush of publish-
ers and broadcasters onto the Net.
The system consists of the Real-
Audio Player and RealAudio
Server. The Player allows you to
hear files which have been created
using the Server, which costs
about £1500. If you would like
to know more about RealAudio
or to download the free Player,
Progressive Networks can be
found at http://www.realaudio.com.

Breaking the
MBone

The Stones Jam Live On MBONE!

Ihe Folling Stores, Thinking Pictures and Sun Microsystems are proud to report that the first

ever live multicast of a zmsarrock band's performance on the Internet was a
bands had had cool broadcasts of live shows on the MBONE in the past, but “vwho? were they? Find out

on [UMA.
The Rolli

Talking of sound... The Rolling
Stones, ever wanting to stay young
enough to be with the hip crowd,
got themselves onto the Net
recently with a broadcast of a gig
from the Dallas Cotton Bowil.
Actually we thought it was called
the Superbowl and were once
shown over the place where the
frightfully huge Dallas Cowboys
blitz everyone else into smith-
ereens. In the group there was this
girl, a cheerleader from Austin...
but that's another story. In what is
claimed to be "the first ever live
multicast of a major rock band's
performance on the Internet” the
Stones Internetted 25 minutes of
their concert live, sponsored by the
generous Sun Systems computer
workstation company.

The “multicast” was put out on
MBone which is a fairly elementary
video transmission system for
which you need a pretty powertful
computer and something like a
connection to ISDN, which most of
us don't have. So not too many of
the Stones aging fans would have
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Jaggerd tongues, to be kepl strictly in the cheek and off the Net.

clearly what is coming our way, we
don't have to look at Grandfather
Jagger poncing around the stage in
a manner far too undignified for a
man of his age - even if the wrinkly
rock star can still sell loads of tick-
ets to the mortgage paying nostal-
gia crowd.

Spams off

Usenet, largely made up of news-
groups, is where you can connect
to thousands of different topics,
including Amiga ones. What ann-
oys, infuriates even, the users of
these newsgroups is when some-
one comes in with an inconsequen-
tial intervention right off the sub-
ject. The most infuriating of all of
these is an unsolicited advertise-
ment - “spam”.

Spam is - are? - deeply resent-
ed by the dedicated anti-commer-
cial community of the Internet. The
first recorded major example of this

Stones multicast 25 minutes of their Dallas Cotton Bowl concert live over the internet

that his whole system was jammed
up. He had to retire from the net-
work, but not before he had
received messages from many

thousands of potential clients.
Spams are still being sent to

many of the newsgroups on
Usenet. They advertise all sorts of
things from dating agencies to
ways to muitiply your savings in
double quick time. (Dream on!). As
the Internet has no governing body,
no-one can officially take action.
Most people simply delete the
spam, but sufficient responses are
made for there to be a constant
flow of these annoying “junk mail”
style messages.

Perhaps the days of spam on
the Internet menu are numbered. A
new program called NoCeM - “No
see ‘em - get it? - has been
released by a programming group
called Cancelmoose. To use
NoCeM a user subscribes to a spe-
cial newsgroup. At the start of a
Usenet session, when you down-

S w)

smashing success. Other

N o _»

your money double quick and so
would be happy to be given the
opportunity through the Internet,
you also may not. The new pro-
gram at least gives you the chance
to avoid time and money wasted on
things in which you have no

interest.
If only we could do the same

with the “junk” that arrives by snail-
mail.

Incider Surfing

What was claimed to be one of the
“biggest and most innovative
Internet campaigns ever seen in
the UK” - how many Internet cam-
paigns have there been so far? -
was launched on Halloween by
none other than Martin (slurp,
slurp) Witton’s favourite tipple.
Merrydown Cider, or as the
egregious Witton calls it “Mari
Down Cider”, that ruin of many a
virgin, has come up with what they
call "a ground-breaking online

-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 72
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Over 2,000 titles. PO BOX 69,
Stone,
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A0Z22) BRIAN THE LIOM. .. ..« :c060: G0029 FIELDS OF GLORY . . .
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CD-ROM
£169.00 Nt
Hard Drives for A600/A1200
i.g: 60MB Eg.gg 35" 420MB £149.00
San 1mm m 3.5H 540MB £159.00

120MB  £99.00 35" 730MB £179.00

170MB £129.00 35" 850MB £199.00

250MB £169.00 B i
250MB £169.00 (includes instructions)
340MB £189.00 (and installation software)

Ram Cards/Memory 72pin SIMMS

A500 512K w/o clock €£20.00 >MB £69.00
A500+ IMB w/o clock £29.95 4sMB £129.00
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CO04S RRIAN THE LION

CO034 BRUTAL FOOTRALL

CO0Y6 BUBBA N STIX/PREMIERE
CO041 BURBLE & SOUEME

cO002) BUMPF & BURN

CODGA CAMNOR FODDER

CO06E CAESTLES J

CO000% CDO EXCHANGE VOL.1
C0032 CHAMBERS OF SHAOLIN
CO0YT CHUCK ROCK 163 TWIN FACE
CO0502 DEATH MASK

C005]1 DISPOSARLE HERD
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CO45%0 RISE CF THE ROBOTS

CO00] ROADKILL

C0019 SEMSIBLE SOCCER. . .

COD0G SITMON THE SORCEROR.

(5=T7 TLHHEF ‘ COT00 EKELETON EREW

(T YEARS) : CO00RA SUBNAR 2050. ..

(=5 YEARE)Y...... CO0255 SUPER STARDUET

(2=T YEARS) : CO015% THEME PARE,

{'-' '.I'.I '!'E.I.HSII ' COSB0 TOWER ASEAULT.......
10, CO0E7 U.F.D ‘
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JUNIOR READING (4-5 YRS).
[<b YEARSE) ...

1220 Bare Board £99.95
Amiga PSU 1220 with 4MB Memory £224.95

for Asoo,
Aboo & A1200
£34.95

SCHOOL
SCHOOL
SCHOOL
SCHOOL
BCHOOL
SCHOGL
SCHOOL
SCHOOL
PIX...
HODDYS BIG
NODDYS F

AD647 TOWER ASSAULT. .. .. 0057 ELITE. 153
AL IR e g, B RR Bh s i AG00 IMB wio clock £28.95 SMB  £269.00
:Eézi :%:.EE oF DI TN sennaad 53255 {:L_ﬁlhg?mﬂrm— : Al1200 2MB W!,lh clock £119.95 n’ m
ADDS3 ZERWOLY : .19. €OD40 GUNSHIP 2000. T Optical Mouse A1200 4MB W!lh clock £179.95
Educational CO024 HUMANS 163, .. 13 £29.95 A1200 8MB with clock £299.95 £89.95/2MB
3 R Fil iy LK :
« 40, ol = k-
1653l €030 JeT srhike. o 4 Optical Mouse APollo 1220 28MHz Accelerator
s il L] M ' -
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80 watt Speakers E39.95
25 watt Speakers £29.95
240 watt Speakers £59.95
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If we tell you that an item you order is in stock,
and you don’t get it within 10 days, 1it’s FREE.

Our promise to you,
® We will try to beat any genuine offer. ' catal | Mega Mouse 400 £9.95
keep hundreds of titles in stock. : Mega Mouse Plus £15.95

(Three button version with 8' cable
Performance 97% A.U.I)
Membership Rates

i f W, ORI
rous vean| 00 | aiiveo | aides | All prices include VAT, Please add £3.50 P&P for items under £30.00, £5.00 for

items over £30.00, £8.00 P&P for Scanners & Speakers, £10.00 P&P for next day

Call our sales hotline now_(9am to 9pm). CHMMASER S i, Vo Ot .o i, KT 55 mjons o i Vi s
= 01785 813355 & === Goldenlmage (UK) Ltdzzias=E -

Li'mit 65, Hallmark Trading Estale, Fourth Wayv, Wembley, Middx HA9 0LB

Orrec o % AT iy .B. [
pricep fﬂ*'?':...::ﬁmrﬂirT:?:E:TE::::;::::QE:.:}::;:E#'“ (& Sales Hotline No: 0181 900 9291 . 0151 900 021
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On Line

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 70
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experience all themed around ‘The
Dark Side of the Country’ “. (Could
that be the bit of the countryside
where the Witton leads them from
the primrose path?) Anyway,
Merrydown's campaign, due to
last three months, consists of
Merrydown icons “positioned on
fity web sites, including college
and specialist sites covering topics
from dance music and clubbing” -
no, we assume that is not the vir-
gins defending their honour with
the help of Merrydown bottles - "to
paganism and archeology.”

By clicking on the Merrydown
icons the Net surfer will enter “the
enigmatic world of Merrydown
cider” Wow! It's the first time we
realised that cider was enigmatic!

According to Merrydown, there
is a total of nearly 13 million differ-
ent combinations - we'd welcome
any AUI reader checking that out
and letting us know if thats true.
These are still and moving images,
text, and Merrydown claim that
each user will be presented with an
entirely different Web experience
each time they try out an icon.

They also say they've come up
with a new server program which
doesn’t use the standard hypertext
mark-up language (HTML) and
makes the transmission to the user
of images, text and graphics much
better.

“The Merrydown Experience” -
virgins beware! - is on:
http://www.states51.co.uk

Those Who
Can..Hyperlink

“The Weaver" takes Netters into
the alternative world with mind,
body and spirit material, and lastly
there is “Balance” which is about
lifestyle, health and fitness.

As IHL rightly point out, if they
want to show people what they can
do, actually going out and doing it
Is the best way. IHL sites are on
URL:http://www.hyperlink.com

Digital IDs

Information HyperLink is a consul-
tancy that creates material for any-
one who wants to get onto the Net,
especially companies, and aiso
teaches them how to maintain their
own sites. It's not often that such
organisations go out on a limb and
present their own material too. As
Bermnard Shaw said, “Those who
can, do. Those who can't, teach.”
In this case IHL do both and
they have thought up some inter-
esting names for their sites. “The
International Communique” pro-
vides information on current affairs,
finance and business. “Thesis”
offers Internet news, science and
technology. “The Muse” is there for
creative arts, music and literature.
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A new company called Verisign,
intended to handle the distribution
of Internet users’ digital IDs has
been set up RSA Data Security, the
leading provider of digital encryp-
tion software for the Internet. The
new company is financed by
RSA in collaboration with, among
others, Mitsubishi and Visa
International.

Like the driver's license these
IDs can be used to prove identity.
RSA holds the patent on the under-
lying cryptographic technology of
the two key encryption standards
on the Web, NetScape's SSL and
Terisa Systems’ S-HITTP, so
Verisign will, in effect, become the
single ID registration company for
the whole Internet.

Apple, NetScape, and Sun
Systems, have already announced
that they will integrate digital IDs
into their software. Verisign are at
info @ verisign.com

Pictures Worth a
Thousand Words?

A US based company, Prospero,
has brought out Global Chat, a
software package that lets you put
live interaction on the Web. They
say that the program will give you

the tools to add graphics and
sound clips to what were, until now,

only text-based chat sessions.
Now, you can demand a visual to
see whether the person you are
chatting with is really what they
claim to be - male or female. This

should stop the folk who are
reputed to pretend that they are of
the opposite sex - whichever it is
you want. If you want to use Global
Chat for non-commercial use, you
can download it free from Prospero

Systems on:
http://www.prospero.com/gloalchat

Gender Wars

Feminists in the USA are not too
happy about some of the material
that goes onto the Web. There are
declarations, generally unprovable,
that over 25% of the stuff on some
areas is pornographic or near porn.
However one somewhat dubious
site that claims to be to be at least
pseudo-scientific about the female
form is the Babes on the Web
page. The author of these pages
sets himself up as a judge of the
pulchritude available to Netters by
rating women’'s Web page photos
according to his “Babe-ometer”.
The blatantly male chauvinistic
style of this site has, as you may
imagine, aroused some vociferous
criticism and opposition.

Doing the sensible thing and
fighting fire with fire, a certain
Blake Kritzberg, a woman, has
come up with “Babes on the Web
II". This contains photos of men,
preferably “beefcake”, who also get
ratings. (No, that doesn’t rule out
99% of the men who use the Net,
or so we're told.)

If you want to see what's going
down with the babes in the wood -
sorry Net - in the Cheesecake or
the Beefcake mode, “Babes I” is at
http://www.tyrell.net/-
robtoups/BABE .html and “Babes II"
is at http://ucsub.colorado.edu/-
kritzber/new/babes.html

Gun Crazy

“Do you have a loaded firearm
within 15 feet of you?" (Of course,
we do. It's necessary to protect
ourselves against people like Bud
Vennos.)

“Are you going to be raped,
robbed, stabbed, shot or beaten?”
(Well, not today, thank you.)

"Do you open your door to
strangers when you are unarmed?”
(Never, we always go to pay the
milkman carrying a Kalashnikov.)

It certainly seems that the world
is a terrifying place in Nashville
and we always thought that the
most awful things there were Elvis
Presley, and some of those Tammy
Wynette songs. Apparently, if you
stand by your man in Nashville
today you'd better be carrying a .45
at least. Help. For a really
scary visit, try:
http://www.nashville.net/-police

Nuclear No No

Tennessee is the State of the
Internet art this month.s After Jack
Daniels comes the country singing
capital of the world, Nashville.
There the police department, no
less, have come onto the World
Wide Web with some really horren-
dous tests to let you know just how
menacing the world is around you -
or at least in the USA.

In the section, “Are You Going to
Be Murdered?”, it has among many
others, the following questions:

“Does your local police have a
SWAT team?” (Oddly, we don't
think ours has.)

If you visit Nashville for a fright-
ener, the truly horrifying activity of
the world, testing nuclear bombs,
might seem far away. So one site
which you might wish to boycott if
you don't like France's President
Chirac’s lunatic desire to blow up
South Pacific atolls is France's
Online Embassy. Here is a history
of French diplomacy. Ah, French
diplomacy... as exampled by their
ignoring everyone around the
world who believe that nuclear test-
Ing is dangerous. And there is also
a description of French art cur-
rently on display in Washington,
USA.

With another example of their
peculiar attitude to the world, the
French Government have failed to
include any graphics, even in a site
about art. Perhaps the nuclear
option that Chirac is pursuing with
such absurd obstinacy has gone to
his head and blown his mind.

The site to boycott (or flame
with a mushroom cloud?) is at
http://town.hall.org/travel/france/
embassy/index.html.

(Is AUI the only magazine to tell
you where NOT to go on the
Internet?). AUI

AUl On-Line

if you have any news, com-
ments, letters. or technical ques-
tions, you can contact AUV direct-
ly using this e-mail address:

amigauser@ cix.compulink.co.uk

Or you can join our Amiga_User
Conference on CIX, or contact us
personally with e-mauil.
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Showing in
o r Colour

Printing is not just for an
and a dot-matrix. Today it

miga users are often keen
desktop publishers. Now
the technology is making
ever higher quality colour
printing possible both for the home
and the professional user.

The Printing Show was domi-
nated by the Apple Macintosh. This
year the computers on display
were evenly split between Power
Macs and Pentium PCs. The
Amiga? Don't ask!

The Printing Show is not aimed
at the home publisher, but there
was interesting equipment that
could be used for that purpose. Up
and down the country there are
quys turning out ‘fanzines’. These
are small, usually A5, magazines
that are produced to support a
particular subject - football clubs,
science-fiction groups, or train
spotters.

Those that have a limited print
run can be easily knocked out on a
laser printer. The next step up is
the local copy shop. While for runs
of up to a couple of thousand a
proper printer would be employed.
This method obviously takes up a
fair proportion of the cover price of
the fanzine.

Now there is a machine that can
be used from home, and will pay
for itself relatively quickly. It looks
like a photocopier, but the Riso-
graph 3750 will happily churn out
up to 120 black & white copies per

Amiga
an

1

entering a new and more powerful
world, as John Russell reports

Looking more like & giant shredder, the Eskofot DPX 420 is an all-in-one digital printing-plate maker.

Spot the Power Mac by the desk.

minute at a 400 dpi resolution.

The secret of this speed is the
fact that the Riso machine acts
more like a printing press than a
photocopier. The original artwork
can be downloaded from comput-
er, the Riso can accept HP Laser-
jet or Postscript languages, or
scanned using the machines built-
in digitizer.

From this data a printing ‘plate’

Not for the home publisher - Agfa's Chromapress is designed for fast, short-run, colour printing.
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is made which is then used to pro-
duce up to 1500 copies before it
wears out. The Riso does not use
toner, but real ink. Each cartridge
lasts for about 15,000 A3 pages
before it needs replacing, and
costs just under a £100. A quick tap
on the calculator reveals that a 36
page A4 magazine would cost
about £250 to run off a 1000
iIssues. Unfortunately the £10,000
Riso does not collate, fold, and sta-
ple all these pages for you. Still you
cannot have everything.

Small
and Large

maker without going through the
traditional film making stage. This
not only improves the quality by
removing a ‘generation’ from the
printing process, but makes print-
Ing slightly more environmentally
friendly. Fewer chemicals to dis-
pose of, you see.

Going Green

Another exhibitor, Polaroid (who
else?) demonstrated Drytech film.
Using a carbon base, the Drytech
method requires no wet processing
- only heat. It may take a little
longer to develop, but with the new
and stringent Euro-regulations
concerning the disposal of noxious
chemicals, makes it a viable and
cheaper alternative to conventional
processing.

Also on the environmentally
friendly trail were Agfa. Their new
Hydroprint Type 2 is a polyester
printing plate designed for runs of
up to 30,000. The novel feature is
that this plate develops in water!
Agfa were producing their own
colour literature on the stand
directly from a Power Mac/Agfa
colour copier combination.

Large scale reprocessing of
used inkjet cartridges is being
undertaken by Applied Film ind-
ustries Company. Following a
£600,000 investment in new
machinery, the company can recy-
cle 2000 cartridges per day. Their
only problem is that not enough
firms are taking advantage of this
service.

A fiERY end

In a different class of printing is the
specially imported from Japan, 18
ton, four colour printing press from
Oliver. At the show this and a num-
ber of other, smaller, machines
were busily printing posters by the
thousand for the gathered crowds.

It's not only printing on show
here, but also a wide variety of sys-
tems designed to create the pages
in the first place. And then to get
those pages outputted to the plate-

Several years ago the novel way to
get high quality colour output from
a computer was to use it in con-
junction with a fiERY equipped dig-
ital colour photocopier. The first
system | ever saw was based on
Minolta. Now Canon are leading
the field with the 800 series, and
the fiERY is being termed ‘old tech-
nology’' as it is based purely on a
RISC hardware solution with limit-
ed upgrading capabilities.




Agfa's Hydroprint technology in use. A novel polyester printing plate that's developed using

waler alone

Independent reprographics
house Thames, who were celebrat-
ing 25 years in the business, have
a range of digital colour printing
solutions. Simon Butterworth pre-
sented a hands-on demonstration
of their Canon/ Hotspur combina-
tion. The Hotspur is a Pentium
" based RIP (Raster-Image Pro-
cessor) Network Server housed In
a very square black box. It is fitted

- o,
i — -

Silica Pre Press were offering the Scanmate range of hi-res scanners. Yours for a few lens of

thousands of pounds.

¥

with 128Mb of ram and CD based
operating system. This method
avoids losing WindowsNT should
something nasty happen, such
as a lightning strike, which would
normally corrupt a hard disk.

The advantage of Hotspur is its
ability to have faster processors
and newer software installed, as
and when they become available.
Simon Butterworth was proud to
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Multiproducts with - WOW! - Multitasking.

relate that he still owns three
Commodore Pets and an Amiga
AS00. The Pets, one of each mod-
el, are kept in his loft as part of a
private museum of computing in
the late Seventies. He started his
career by selling Commodore 64s
at Debenhams, and was surprised
to hear of Amiga Technologies
plans for the best selling, but dat-
ed, machine.

Silica Surprise

Another, indirect, link to the Amiga
was to be found in the shape of
Silica Pre Press. This is a sister
company of the Amiga supplier
Silica, (now in some trouble — see
story in the Newsfile). They have a
range of high resolution drum
scanners. Unlike a hand scanner,
whose maximum resolution is 400
dpi, a drum scanner can resolve up
to 11,000 dpi. However you do pay
for all these extra dots. The
Scanmate 3000 was just under
£20,000, while the top of the range
16-bit colour Scanmate 11000 was
£37,000. Don't forget the VAT.

A second surprise was to find a
company called 3D Images at the
show. This small firm, run by the
genial David Burder, specializes in
the production of stereoscopic
images. Not only the traditional
red/green anaglyphs, which give a
monochrome 30D image when
viewed with the proper glasses, but
also full colour stereoscopic pic-
tures and a new product - Virtual
Video.

This is a lenticular system is
similar to those badges which hold
two separate images that can only
be seen by rocking them to and fro.
Virtual Video has the capability to
hold many more. Now it is possible
to have several frames from film or

video held on one, daylight view-
able, plastic disc. A recent example
was the keyring given away on the
November issue of Smash Hits
magazine.

David Burder uses an Amiga at
nis studio, but he is a photograph-
er by trade. Consequently he is
looking for artists capable of pro-
ducing professional quality, solid
modelled, 3D views using

o

A 3D fox can be seen iis all its glory with a
special pair of glasses.

Lightwave or similar software.

If you would like a pair of the
special glasses to view the image
of the fox, then send a stamped
self-addressed, envelope to 3D
Images, AUl Offer, 31 The Chine,
London N21 2EA. Prospective 3D
artists should apply to the same
address.

While some of these machines
have costs far out of the reach of
the average user, the technology is
what anyone involved in even
fanzines or similar publishing activ-
ities would aspire to. However, if it
seems out of reach today remem-
per that not long ago computers of
the power of the Amiga or less
filled large rooms... AUI
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Andy Eskelson, master of
the all the mysteries of
the Amiga, answers your
queries and solves your
problems.

Dear AUI,
A nice short question for you:-
Now that the Escom/Comm-
odore thing has finally been set-
tled, where are the C and assem-
bler include files, developers
packs, etc., available from?
Erkin Path
Blackpool

Dear Erkin,

At the moment the developer sup-
port has not been set up yel
However, if you purchase a C com-
piler, or assembler, the include files
will be there. It will take a little while
for the support to get sorted out. |
am keeping a careful eye on the
situation. As soon as things get set
up there will be an anouncement in
the AUI news pages at the very
least.

PRINT

Dear AUI,

| have a 1200, a HI-Q Workstation
fitted with a Sanyo CD, and
stereo speakers. The 1200 has
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an 85Mb IDE HardDisk which is,
| believe, a ‘Quantum’. This is
partitioned into 35Mb "Work’ and
about 50Mb, ‘MyHardDisk’. | ini-
tially installed a 2Mb Trapdoor
Memory Upgrade with a Clock,
but no accelerator to give me
4Mb Ram total. | quickly found |
needed more so decided to
install an 8Mb SIMM to give me
10Mb and hopefully to speed
everything up. After some initial
difficulties with compatibility of
the SIMM/memory board (why

does the blurb say 'no adjust- |

ments are necessary, all that is
required is to unclip the 2Mb and
replace it with a larger one’.)
ably sorted out for me by those
lovely people at First Computers
Leeds, in the form of Alex Cook,
| eventually got everything up
and running except the Citizen
24 pin dot matrix printer, Model
200C, which flatly refused to
activate its own Printmanager. |
went to the trouble of firstly
phoning Citizen (at great cost,
on their insisted 0891 Number! ).
They were initially both helpful
and sympathetic and promised
to send me the up-dated version
of the Citizen Print Manager
which they did, but it didn't
work. So | again phoned Citizen
(on their 0891 Number) and
spoke to a Paul Abbot, who was

initially very helpful and sympa-
thetic and after we had dis-
cussed the problem at length,
promised to phone me back
before 5pm with the answer.
Needless to say he did not
return my call as promised; next
day | telephoned and spoke to
him (again on this 0891 Number)
and after a lot of prevarication
he admitted they didn't know
how to put it right and that
because | had upgraded the
memory that was obviously the
cause of my problems and that

was all there was to it. When |

| remonstrated and said that
was rubbish - if "WordWorth’ was
able, as it is, to instruct the
Printer to work correctly, then it
must be possible to instruct the
Amiga 1200 to use the ‘EpsonQ’
Driver on board to operate, so
the problem must lie with the
Citizen Amiga PrintManager - all
| need to know is - how do | write
the instruction to the Amiga? He
refused to discuss it or help me
any more so | got bad tempered
and told him where he can put
his rotten Citizen Printers; that |
will sell the blasted thing and get
one that does work properly.

| am sure the problem is real-
ly easy to solve. If the printer will
work with ‘Wordworth’ which
utilises the EpsonQ Driver why

er
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cannot | tell the Amiga to use the
EpsonQ Driver and why do |
keep getting either Amigados
202 Messages - ‘unable to print’
or, as in the case of trying
to print something out using
MultiView, like the startup-seq-
uence or a ClipArt picture like it
used to do; does it now com-
pletely freeze and have to be re-
set 7 | am sure Andy that you will
say, all you need to do is... so
please forgive my stupidity and
help me restore my now very
fast lovely 1200 to its former bril-
liance.
lan Aisbitt
North Yorkshire

Dear lan,
I must admit that | am a bit sur-
prised at Citizen, but as you say it
IS very easy to set the Amiga to use
EpsonQ. Open up Prefs and select
printer. Click on EpsonQ and then
save. That's all there is to it.

| am concerned about the 202
message, that is file not found. |
wonder if you have somehow man-
aged to delete the EpsonQ driver
and left the Icon there. The printer
drivers live in the DEVS: directory.
Copy the EpsonQ driver from your
master disks into your hard drive
DEVS: directory and that should
put everything to rights.

|



Railway

Simulations
for the Amiga

These are realistic railway simulations acclaimed by customers in over
20 countries, many of them working railway staff, now almost the whole
range is available for the Amiga. Ihey do not ofter arcade-style
graphics, simply realistic displays based on those used in modern
signalling centres. Compatible with Workbench 1, 2 and 3, and hard
disk compatible minimum of 1Mb required.

Penzance 1955 - experience again the fascination of steam. Includes
managing the shed (83G) and preparing and selecting the right
locomotive for each train, as well as planning the use of platforms.
£15.95

Birmingham 1982 - A real challenge! Five routes to be handled in 12
platforms, some of which can hold two trains. Your task is to fita 15-
minute interval local Cross-City service, and other local services, in
between main-live services on the former Midland and North-Western
routes, with the added complication of loco-changing on the cross-
country routes to the south and west. £15.95

Birmingham 1993 - Similar to the 1982 version (see above) but with
the interim Cross-City service operating - electric only north to Lichfield,
with diesel units maintaining the service south to Longbridge and
Redditch. More HSTs on the cross-country routes, but still plenty of
loco-changing. £15.95

Special offer: both Birmingham 1982 and 1993 for only £23.95

Prices shown above include VAT, postage & packing (UK or overseas).
Please send payment with order, or quote full credit card details
(including expiry date) and remember to state your computer type.

Over 70 railway simulations available now for the _
Amiga - SAE for complete list (or receive | VISA

one with your first order).

SIAM Ltd. (Dept. AU11) 1 St David’s Close,
Laverstock Green, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP8 8LU

Satellite Smartcard Emulator!

Connects all VideoCrypt & EuroCrypt decoders to your com-
puter. Emulation software to decode most encrypted channels
(including Adult, Film, Music & Sport) is freely available -
full details are included. This product should not be used to view
channels for which you do no have a subscription!!

NOW ONLY £49.95 FOR AMIGA, IBM PC & MACINTOSH

Send two 25p stamps if you need further details. Please add £3.95 P&P
and allow up to 30 days for delivery. All trademarks acknowledged.
E&OE. Foreign orders welcome. Trade Eng.

Fax: +44 (0) 1884 255273.

NUCLEUS DIRECT (AU) « 4 ANGEL MILL « TIVERTON + DEVON « EX16 6PE

Internet Software Kit

The very best Internet utilities available including
the latest World Wide Web browsers and huge lists
of FTP an WWW sites (10,000+) « including those
hard to find ones!

Now includes one month’s FREE Internet access!

ONLY £19.95 FOR AMIGA, IBM PC &
MACINTOSH OR £89.95, £129.95 INCL
V32 BIS V34 FAX MODEM

Please specity computer, add £3.95 P&P per order and allow up to 30
days for delivery. All trademarks acknowledged. E&OE.

NUCLEUS DIRECT (AU) 4 ANGEL MILL « TIVERTON « DEVON « EX16 6PE

StilliCraty,

agter alltheseyears...

2 They said we were mad
to stick around when

=% the going got tough for

the AMIGA - but when you've

been Networking Commodore

kit since before the IBM PC

was invented, what can you do?
In the last year or so, while
everybody tried to make PC's
behave like the AMIGA, we

sold more Network cards than

ever as professional AMIGA

users realised just how much
better the AMIGA is for Video
and Multimedia production.

Thanks to ESCOM, the AMIGA

is still around, and we look
forward to another 14 years of

supplying your Network needs.

Networking AMIGAs: ifit exists,
HYDRA SYSTEMS manufacture
orsupplyit. One-stop shopping -
Ethernet connexions for every
model from AS00 to A4000, and
allthe Software there ever was.
Ifit has an Ethernet Port we can
talktoit... AMIGA to AMIGASs,
NOVELL File Server, UNIX Box, 2
VAX, DEC ALPHA, SGI, even PC’s
if you must. Get wired real soon -
with all the right connections. ..
For Dealer Information in your
Country, Call or Faxthese guys:

HYDRA SYSTEMS

Red Lane, Kenilworth, UK. CV8 1PB
Tel / Fax: (+44) (0)1203 473333
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Dear AUI

| have had my A1200 for two
years now and | have never
experienced any problems with
the machine, well that was until |
bought a Microvitec 1438 moni-
tor. My setup consists of a stan-
dard A1200, an Overdrive HD,
and the MV 1438 monitor. Before
| bought the monitor | used a TV
set, but as | do a lot of wordpro-
cessing in Wordworth 2.0 | got
tired of the poor picture quality
and | thought a monitor would
help. Well it did help, but when |
use Wordworth | obviously want
to use the Productivity screen-
modes, or the DBLPal, or any
other screenmode instead of Pal
Highres. But when | choose any
other Screenmode than Pal
Highres the screen begins to get
corrupted after some time, not
only in WordWorth, but also in
Workbench and any other pro-
gram that | use.

With corrupted | mean thin
grey horizontal lines flickering
all over the screen. It begins with
a few lines and then it gradually
gets worse, and it ends with
black columns flickering at the
bottom half of the screen.

When | phoned the retailer
from whom | bought the monitor
| was told that the problem was
with my A1200 and not the mon-
itor. He had heard about the
problem before, but he didn’t
know what was wrong with the
computer. To me it seems like
some chip or whatever is run-
ning too hot as the problem
doesn’t occur until the computer
has been turned on for some
time. What | want to know is
whether you have heard about
this problem before. Do you
have a solution to it? Or maybe
some of your readers have the
same problem?

Another question that comes
to my mind is that because the
problem didn't occur before |
bought the MV 1438 | may very
possibly have bought a comput-
er which was faulty from the fac-
tory. Will the new owners of the
Amiga, if necessary, replace my
A1200 bearing in mind that my
Amiga is not covered by any
warranty any more?

K. Slange
Denmark
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Dear K.Slange,

There have been some problems
with early A1200s, but unless your
Amiga is very old stock you should
not be affected. The problems were
also on ALL screenmodes as far
as | remember. Your description
sounds as if the monitor is losing
sync, but it is not really possible for
me to tell from your description. Try
running your system with the over-
drive unplugged, ie boot from flop-
py. If that helps then you might
have a power problem.

Can you find another Amiga
owner locally that you could try the
monitor on. That would tell you if
the monitor or your Amiga was
the problem. When the problem
occurs, switch the monitor off and
leave the Amiga running. Switch
the monitor back on after half an
hour or so, if the problem clears
and then comes back then it is like-
ly that the problem is with the mon-
itor. As your Amiga is out of war-
ranty, the responsibility is all yours
I'm afraid.

Dear AUI,
| currently own an A1200 with
1084S monitor, however | now
wish to use the AGA screen-
modes and have been informed
that my monitor cannot handle
them, so | am considering buy-
ing an official Commodore mon-
itor that can handle all screen
modes. However, | cannot find
out whether the bi-sync 1942
can handle all modes, the tech-
nical difference between the
1950 and 1960, or if any of the
Commodore monitors are low-
radiation?

| read your review of the Sam-
sung, Syncmaster range, but
you said that they weren't com-
patible with all modes. Are they
compatible with the games reso-
lutions? | have a lot of games
software, do all of these need

the low rates. Will recent games |

work, Player Manager Il and oth-
er non-DOS games with higher
resolutions? My main concern is
to be able to use a high resolu-
tion Workbench, but still be able
to play the latest games. | hope
you are able to answer some of
my queries, | enclose an SAE for
your response.

Ed Bowditch |
Alton |

Dear Ed,

Firstly, you are already using the
AGA screenmodes, it's the resolu-
tion and the scan rates of the high
resolution modes that the 1084
cannot use.

The 1942 will only work with
some of the modes. The 1960
works with all the screenmodes,
whereas the 1950 is a little more
limited. Define low radiation, | don't
consider VDU screens to be any
worse than the domestic telly, but
there is legislation that must be fol-
lowed, and all VDUs meet one or
more of the various regulations.

| don't have any information on
the Samsung sorry.

A monitor is a monitor. Providing
that it will work at the ‘normal’ low
res scan rates there will be no
problem. New games should work
BUT they will probably try to switch
the screen mode to whatever they
want.

There are several manufactur-
ers of Multi-Sync monitors, Thom-
pson, Phillips, and NEC to name
three. Many of the makes you see
are ‘badged. Commodore have
used Philips and Thompson in the
past and stuck the Commodore
label on them. I'm using the 1960,
mainly because | like the Delta
Gun arrangement better than the
Trinitron system. It's not as bright,
but | find it better for text work
which | do an lot of. The Microvitec
is probably the l|east expensive
option to consider. The other third
party monitors tend to be some-
what more up-market.

The best advice | can give is go
and look at a few monitors if you
can. If not buy from an Amiga deal-
er who can test the monitor on an
Amiga system.

_OTHER
———

Dear AUI

| enjoyed your feature Master of
Disguise, from October’s issue,
which featured detailed reviews
of Amiga emulators for the PC
and Mac. However, | have a cou-
ple of questions which weren't
completely answered by your
article.

Firstly, | have successfully
transferred files from the Mac to
the Amiga by using the interme-
diate PC disk format. My girl-
friend has a Mac LC-ll which has
the utility PC-Exchange, which
allows the Mac to format and
write to PC disks, which the
Amiga (mine is a bog-standard
A1200) can then read with
CrossDOS. However, as an
experiment, | tried to transfer the
Mac system sounds over to the
Amiga to load into OctaMED
as raw sound samples, and
although the files came over OK,
they didn’t work as raw samples.
Can you recommend any PD
program which would allow me
to read Mac sound files, as my
girifriend has a whole pile of PD
sound samples on the Mac
which I'd love to get hold of.

Secondly, your article states
that ShapeShifter 3 requires 4
megs of memory. Can you get
away with only 2 megs? As
a penniless student doctor, |
haven't got the cash (yet) to
spend on memory upgrades.

Thirdly, | used to own an A600
which | upgraded to 2Mb. | pur-
chased a BBC Micro emulator,




which was excellent, and which |
used to transfer files between
my old Beeb (remember when
32K was a lot?), and my A600.
All was well until | upgraded to
my new 1200, which seems to
run the emulator OK until you
type the RUN command in BBC
Basic, at which point | get an
unrecoverable guru-type crash.

| tried various degrader utili-
ties for the 1200, such as
ReloKick, Runlit, Degrader and
so forth, in case | was missing
something simple, but to no
avail. At this point | would nor-
mally contact the programmer,
but the PD library that | bought
the emulator from didn’t include
any programmer’s details at all
with the disk, so | have no idea
who to talk to. | would love to
purchase the latest Beeb emula-
tor from the programmer, as I've
still got tons of old Beeb stuff,
and it's nice to have 2 or more
virtual Beebs running on my
Workbench.

Perhaps you can tell me of a
different, A1200-compatible Be-
eb emulator, which | could buy,
or perhaps some of your readers
can help me get in touch with
the author(s) of my program.
The emulator was called simply
The Emulator 1.00, and it says
it was written by Ariadne Soft-
ware. The PD company which
supplied it is Five Star PD, and
my machine is an unexpanded
1200, with a second disk drive
(which caused no problems
when | used it on the old 600
running the emulator) .

Finally, may | congratulate
you on your excellent magazine.

Six disks of stuff shoe-horned |

into 2 coverdisks is a tremen-
dous feat: keep it up!

Aidan M O’Donnell

West Lothian

Dear Aiden
Aminet list a couple of programs,
both in the mus/edit directory.

Masc.lzh converts raw files
between the Amiga and Mac. And
MacResourcer.lha works with snd
and SOUN type mac files. There is
also a MacSND_dt.lha which is a
snd datatype that might be useful.

These are on the Aminet CD
set1 disk D and on the main on-line
network system.

You do need the 4 megs to run
shapeshifter.

Ariadne ceased trading some

time ago, and I've not seen any
updates to the BBC emulator for
many years now. Have you tried
disabling the CPU caches (access
the early boot screen and check-
mark the disable CPU caches from
the boot options menu. Also select
the ECS display options as well. It
is unlikely that this will work, but it
is worth a try.

____OTHER ____
————

Dear AUI,

Own system: A1200, 50MHz
Blizzard 1230 mk Il with 50MHz
68882 + 4Mb fast Ram, 270Mb
internal IDE hard drive Tech-
noplus external floppy.

Firstly, keep up the good
work, fine publication and excel-
lent coverdisks. But where has
the batch install gone? It's no
problem for an old timer, but
sorely missed. | hope it returns
on November 95 issue. Maybe
I'm going blind, but | didn't see it
on the install options.

Now for my queries:

Where do we stand these
days regards to copyright on the
following files from my previous
Workbench disks:

Devs: Narrator.device, Libs:
Translator.library, and the
devs:mountlist speak: entry
(which | have saved sequentially
with a project Icon in Devs
:Dosdrivers

| believe | am right in thinking
| can use them. | have a few
friends envious of my setup who
are wondering if | could do the
same on their machines. i.e. set-
up ARexx UPD, toolsdaemon
and batch files with not only
samples, but also the speak:
device. Would copying the nec-
essaries for them still be piracy
after the downfall and previous
dropped support of speak: by
Commodore?

If someone somewhere still
does hold copyright, is it possi-
ble to find out if there has been
any updated versions in recent
years and how to get them.

When you reply to people
with seemingly simple problems
please give them full paths to
look at. There are lots of people
around who still do not know for
example the dosdrivers drawer
is in the devs drawer of the
workbench boot disk or System

partition, because they don’t
have icons. | appreciate that you
try to do this already, but there
have been many occasions over
the last couple of years when
your replies assume knowledge
a fledgeling Amigan would flip
at.
Am | being picky? OK I'll...
Mr N.T. Nelmes
Dunbartonshire

Dear Mr Nelmes,

Thanks for the info on the CCO:
device, this has already been cov-
ered elsewhere.

Copyrights, all copyrights to
Commodore products have been
bought by Escom, and are man-
aged by Amiga Technologies
There was some problems with
royalties | think, some years ago,
as the narrator device or the
Translator device was not copy-
right Commodore. Agreement was
not reached and the system was
excluded from future Amiga sys-
tems.

Providing that you have bought
the system, you can make use of
the files. | don't think that there was
any stipulation on using them on
one machine only, but as you legal-
ly have the software there would
be no real grounds for objection.
However, you cannot pass on the
software.

The Mountlist is a simple text
file, and is fully documented in the
Amiga handbooks, so you could
create a Mountlist without any
problems at all.

There is a replacement Tran-
slator.library. It can be found on
Aminet in the utilllibs subdirectory
and is called translator43./ha.

| think you are being slightly
picky, but I'll take it as it was
intended and keep an eye on my
answers just for you. | normally tell
readers to switch on show all files if
they can so Icons should not be a
problem. | also tailor the answers
to match the ability of the person

with the problem. After all it would
be tedious for you if | spelled out
every path and file.

__OTHER ___
———

Dear AUI,

The system | have is: A1200
WB3 with a Seagate HD Blizzard
1230 Il @ 40MHz Accelerator
with 8Mb ram (no co-pro) con-
nected to a Microvitec 1438
monitor and Epson LQ-570+
mono printer. All is working fine
no problems.

Now one of my great loves is
photography, a fair amount of
my work being on 35mm. What |
want to do is get the shot in-
to Photogenics, or some other
manipulation package, work on
it, and get a product back of the
right quality to sell. A scanner
with transparency attachment is
just too much.

As you can see from the en-
closed information sheet | can
get my work scanned if | use PC
formatted disks (Will CrossDos
do the trick?), but they quote a
4096x2732 pixel ratio that gives
a 32Mb file or 2038 x 1366 that
will give me a 8Mb file. Have you

| any idea as a guide what pixel

ratio | can use that will fit on a
standard DS DD (880k) Amiga
disk?, and will a picture held as
a JPEG file @100°% be good
enough to reproduce as an A4
page. If not, what is the best |
can hope for? What will give me
back the best 35mm transparen-
cy from the enclosed informa-
tion.

| am thinking of getting a CD-
ROM, but again there are a few
things | need to know. The
Blizzard has a connector for a
SCSI Il controller. Can | connect
a CD ROM to it? As this is more
expensive than the Squirrel and
| don’t know if you can read
CD32 with it, my gut feeling tells
me to get a Squirrel and Awia
300 package from HiSoft and
leave the trap door alone, but |
have read there may be prob-
lems with more than 4Mb ram
and the squirrel, have you
any feedback concerning the
Blizzard in this respect? I've
read that if the memory map
starts at $2000000 then there will
be a problem if more than 4Mb
is added, because the Squirrel

|
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ﬁ:;es at $600000 to $a000000. If it
starts at $1f00000 then it is OK
On entering show config in shell
| get:

Ram Node type $a, Attributes
$5 (fast) at $e000000-Se77ffff
(7.5Meg)

Node type $a, Attributes $703
(chip) at $400-51fffff (2 Meg)

Have | got a yes or no?, I'm
lost.

If | had my work put on Pho-
toCD will Photogenics read it? If
not what will?

Ron Homer
Birmingham

Dear Ron,

CrossDos will happily read and
write PC disks. | have found it an
advantage to format the disks on a
PC first. Remember that you can
only use 720k PC disks on the
A1200. You would need a high
density drive to make use of the
1.44Mb drives.

TIFF files do give some com-
pression, hence the rather small
file sizes. It does scale down, so a
little under 128 x 170 will give
about 1Mb Not very much at all.

A JPEG at 100% will expand to
be exactly the same as the original
picture fed into it. This is the loss-
less mode of operation. So if the
original resolution was good
enough you would find that it will
print out okay. Unfortunately for
you, going back to transparency
will require the very large files oth-
erwise the quality will not be there.

From the information that you
have given me, the Blizzard has
put its RAM well away from the
PCMCIA area, but check with the
suppliers (HiSoft) they will have
better information than | will. As
you say there have been some
problems with PCMCIA type exp-
ansions. Generally if the extra
RAM is directly on the accelerator
card then it does not clash with the
PCMCIA slot. It is also much faster
to sit the RAM directly onto the
processor bus.

I'm fairly sure that Photogenics
supports PhotoCD. Again give
Almathera a call to confirm. There
are a few PhotoCD readers about
in the PD world. A quick scan of the
Aminet index comes up with:
apcd, hpcdtoppm, and PhotoCD
AGA10. All of which claim to read
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and convert PhotoCD files to one
format or another.

_____OTHER
——

Dear AU,

| have an Amiga 1200, with 3Mb
RAM, a 450Mb hard drive, an
Epson LQ-100 printer and a
Zappo CD-ROM and have a cou-
ple of questions.

Firstly, where can | get some
.CGM clipart from? | have
WordWorth 3.1 SE and am fed
up with the poor, jagged, print
quality of bitmap graphics in my
documents. | am aware that
Digita sell .CGM clipart, but | feel

that this is expensive compared
to the amount of data that can be
stored on a CD for about twice
the price. Do you know of any
CDs that have .CGM clipart on
them? | have a lot of .EPS clip-
art which unfortunately Word-
Worth 3.1 SE does not support.
Are there any converters avail-
able?
Secondly, where can | get
a colour VGA monitor from?
About how much will it cost? |
use a portable colour television
at present but | am fed up with
the poor quality picture espe-
cially when doing DTP work.
| would be very grateful if you
could offer me some assistance
in your unique magazine.
Gareth Moyle
Chester & Clwyd

Dear Gareth,
CGM (Computer Graphics Meta

file) clipart seems to be very scarce
indeed. | have looked through a lot
of CDs and | can't find any. Your
only hope would be a trawl through
the various PD. libraries.

With the cost of such clip art it
might be better to consider another
package that can accept the EPS
format. You could then scale them
and output them as a bitmap to
import into WordWorth. Profe-
ssional page is one such package.

Go to a newsagents and pick up
a copy of one of the ‘fat’ PC mags.
You will find thousands of adverts
for computer systems including
monitors. The price will vary dep-
ending on the spec, one hundred
and something pounds up to sever-
al thousand is the sort of price
range. Remember that you need a

true multi-standard if you want to
use all the modes available to the
Amiga. Most monitors don't like the
low PAL scan rates at all. (It mainly
affects game playing).

———

Dear AUI,

| hope you could please answer
a few questions which | have
relating to connecting stuff to
my Amiga.

First though, my system con-
sists of a 2Mb A600 and citizen
240C which is connected to a
portable TV using the Aerial
socket. Now for my questions;

1. If | buy a new Amiga (when
one becomes available) would |
be able to connect this to my
existing machine maybe via the

serial port? Would | have to use
SERNET, or PARNET for the par-
allel port, or would a null mod-
em cable suffice? | also have
NComm if this is of any use.
Would | be able to use both mac-
hines to render the same object
in Imagine? What | want to do is
transfer data between machines
using Workbench. | know the
serial port is slow but will it be
fine for me?

2. | have also acquired an old
video recorder which | would
like to connect to the Amiga to
record animations. | don’'t want
to overlay graphics onto video,
just record graphics on their
own. The software | have which
may be of use: DPaint3, TakeZ2,

ImageFX and Movie -Setter. If |
connect it could | just select it as
a device from the requesters?
The video has the following
ports on it; RF in, RF out Video
Out, Audio.

Could you please tell me what
| need to connect to what?
Thanks for an excellent mag and
coverdisks.

Stuart Grey
Scunthorpe

Dear Stuart,

You can connect almost any com-
puter to any other. It depends on
how complex you want to get. In
your situation there are two basic
methods that you can use. The first
is via the serial port, the second is
via the parallel port. When you are
using either port, you cannot use it
for anything else. This means that
if you use the parallel port you
need to unplug your printer. This is

-



Delta Pi Softuware Ltd

Amiga 1200 Magic Pack

Contains: Wordworth V4se, Digita Datastore Database,
Digita Organiser, Turbo Calc, Personal Paint, Photogenics,
Whizz — 3D Platform Game, Pinball Mania

£389

As above plus 170Mb Hard Drive and Scala MM300

£479

Amiga M1438S
Monitor

Amiga 4000T

6 Mb RAM, 1.7Mb Floppy Drive,
1.2Gb SCSI Hard Drive, 4-channel Stereo.
Workbench 3.1

Scala MM300 pre-installed

68040 25MHz £2099
68060 SOMHz £2369

Amiga Chips Printers

sl *—;E Star LC-100 Colour £145
Official Amiga Technologies. K&thm? ""_“f RUM £221 | Citizen ABC Colour £169
Brand Monitor, 14" 0.28mm dot pitch, i Agnusf 318069-16 £19 Citizen Swift 200 Colour £159
Built-in Stereo Speakers, 2Mb Agnu?~ 318069-10 %19 : B ‘
Auto-scanning Super Denise 8373 £19 | | Starjet SJ-144 Thermal

Colour

£289 £249

Courier Delivery £5  All prices include VAT and are subject to change without notice E&OE  VISA/ACCESS Accepted (no surcharge)

NOW EVEN MORE Lowest PrICED TorP QUALITY PRODUCTS ©ficial Government

& Educational
INCLUDING RIBBONS, INKJETS, TONERS, Disks, ETC

orders welcome

Inkjet, Bubblejet Cartridges

Lefl &t 3¢
1754 1724 1684
1754 1724 1684
1520 1495 1460
1990 1950 1900
150 11235 1090

All chips FREE delivery

BLACK
Amstrad DMEP 2000, 2000
Amstrad DMP 4000
Amstrad PCWR25G6,/L03500 Fab
Amstrad PCWA5S12 M/ Strike
Brother M1OOS, 1024, 1106/ 1209
Citlzen 1200/1.5P10/Swilt 24/9
Commaodore MPS1220/1230
Epson LO100
Epson LO200/400,/500,/804, 850
Epson FX/MX/RXR0/FX/1LX800
Epson LXR0/RE0
Mannesmann Tally 80/81
MNEC Plivwriter F2200,F2 -
Okd ML182/183/192/193,195
Panasonic KXP1123/1124/1140

L off
288 127
4.95
500 S5t
229
300
286
775
314
Lol
1185
([R5
()

BLACK
Panasonkc KXP 1080/ 1 180940
Panasonikc KXP2123/2124/2180
Selkosha SL90/92/95/96
Star LC10/20/100
Star LC200
Star LC24 = 10720/200
Star LC240C, LC24-30
Taxan Kaga KPEIO/S15/4910/915

2500
1800
26-50
ZR-50
2600
2500 24465
12:13 1183
36-50 3600
1754 1724

Ring for Cartridges not listed

Inkjet/Bubblejet Refill Kits
Suitable for most Printers

Tri-Colour Inkjet/Bubblejet Refill Kits 600 each
(20mil of each colour - Le. cyvan. magenta, yellow)

Large Inkjet/Bubblejet Refill Kits
i(#40ml ol any of the following coblours )

Black, Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, Red. Blue, Brown,

Appie StylewTiter
Canon BJ 10/ 0ex 20
Canon B) 30, BIC T0 Blk (PK3 Redill)
Canon B 200,230
Canon BIC 600 Black (Double Cap)
Canon BJC 600 Black (Single Cap) M 5-B0 250
Canon BJIC 600 Cyan, Mag or Yellow 850 B-30 800
Canon BJC 4000 Black throw away 2900 2860 2820
Canon BIC 4000 Head«Blk+«Col Refill 4200  41.20  40.60
E.0W)
13-90
1163
0.79 949
1375 1340
2050 .00
Ring for prices
Ring for prices
2165 2125

HP Deskjet 500/40,/50/60 Tri-Colour
HF Deskjet Portable, 310

HP Desslcjet G000G60C Black

HP Deskjet 600/660C Tri-Colour

HP Deskjet RS50C Black

HF Deskjet B50C Tri-Colour

HP Thinkjet/Qubetjet

Olivetth JFI50/150 (Double Cap) Black
Star 548

2615
2815

2565

COLOUR
Citizen 224, 240, Swift 24/9
Panasonic KXP21Z3/ 212472180
Star LC10/20/100
Star LC200
Star LC24 = 10720200
Star LC240C, LC24-30

B-5d)
14-50
1213
qW
140K
LR

8-30
14-25

5.78 1553

963

e L]

other Ribbon prices

HP Deskjet 500/ 10/20/40/50/60 Black 2200

106} Capacity Box
50 Capacity Box
200 Capacity Drawer

100 Dr
10 Disl Capacity Drawer

25 Disks
50 Disks
100 Disks
250 Disks
500 Disks &125 K148 5187

All Disks Certified 100%
ERROR FREE and INCLUDE
FREE Labels

o
PNt -

01543 °
A

Cuickshot Apache 1
Cickshot Aviator
Cuickshot Intruder 1

CFU & Monitor
Mini Tower

M Columin Printer
132 Column Printer

1599
13.99

Joysticks & Mice

2599 Quickshot Starfighter | B 49
2299 Quickshot Turbo I
Quickshot Maverick IM 1249  Mouse

mm_ﬁm&m

100 Single Colour 3" Disk Labels

299
4.99

" 10 Capacity Boxes 1,50
. i‘lpm'":,r Wallets 454
Lockable CD Drawers

30 Capacity 1699 @ 3" Disk Cleaning Kit

Parallel Printer Cable (1-8m)
b mm Thick = 299

689 Quickshot Python IM 859
8 49
11.99

Monitor 14" =499 17T =599
Alari 5T
Amiiga S0
Amiga G0
Amiga |20

1000 Single Colour 317 Disk Labels
1000 Multi-Colour 3i° Disk Lalsels
1000 White Tractor Feed 317 Dizk Labels

147/15" Optical Glass Screen Filter

2000 Sheets 117 x %, 60 gram,
Micro Perlorated, Listing Paper
ofl 200 Single Sheets Ad, B0 gram, Laser
Paper (sultable for inkjet printers)
Tractor Feed Address Labels,
1 across width, 31" x 14"

Ring us or send cheques to:

i boxes - | 7-9%9

199
B9
R
Lo-ER
3
3594

f mm Thick - 399

299
599
1699

HF Laserjet UP 1P

HF Laserjet 41 4LM

HF Laserjet 4, 4M

IBM #0109, 4028, 4029, 4000
Kyocera F1000/ 1010/ 1200, P2000
Kyocera FBO0/E20, FSR50

C¥cd O] 0 R

Panasonic KXP-4410/4430

| box - 22.99

| pack - 999
Lo packs - 599

500 - 4-49
1000 - 7-49

. o ¥

Light Green, Dark Green, and Gold

HLIN) mach
4500 pach
S0 () eac by
i 1.0 mach
S0 O et
24 000 each
2400 pach
&l ) each
26 (0 mach
1700 each
1050 each
25 (1) eaich

01543 250377

R
~ VISA
E & OE NN

Owl Associates Ltd, Dept 405, Owl House,
S The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS14 9SE
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a pain, and you will find that a

switch box makes life much easier.

PARNET is used to form a true
network connection between the
two Amigas, this uses the Parallel
port.

SERNET provides the same
functions as PARNET, but uses the
serial port and is slower.

SERNET and PARNET are both
slow, but the plus side is that you
see the other machines drives
appear on the local workbench.
This means that you can drag
items across using the mouse and
workbench. SERNET is a pain to
set up and needs a crossover or
null-modem cable. PARNET is eas-
ier to set up, but requires a custom
built cable.

You cannot use the other Amiga
as a processing power boost. So
you cannot render the same object.
You could run a copy of your ren-
dering package on the other
machine and set it off rendering
something else if you want to. If so
there is very little point in connect-
ing the two machines together, you
might as well use a floppy to
exchange the data.

If you use a crossover or null-
modem cable, you could run a
copy of Ncomm on each machine
and use that to transfer files
across. I've used this method many
times and | find it workable.

Connect the two serial ports
with the null modem cable, and run
up Ncomm. Set both copies of
Ncomm to the same comms set-
tings. 38,400 baud, 8 bits 1 stop,
RTS/CTS (hardware) handshak-
ing. Set the upload and download
protocol to Zmodem, and set
AutoZmodem download. Set the
download directory to point to a
suitable drawer.

If all the connections are correct
what you type on the keyboard of
one machine should appear on the
screen of the other. Select upload
from the Ncomm menu and select
the files that you want to transfer
using the requester. When you
select OK, Ncomm will send the
files and the other copy of Ncomm
will automatically detect that a file
transfer is taking place and will
receive the file and put it into the
drawer you specified in the down-
load directory option.

As you want to do things in a
very simple manner, recording onto
the VCR will be easy.

Connect the '‘RF Out’ of the
VCR to the Aerial socket of your
TV. '

m AUl « JANUARY 1996

T T T

= ) T T A AR R o S g B | T T T e T e T I T

= ril S N N TR L T R e o T e T T TR T T

<@ EREANER
QO

S

e

& PELEETE TL THTTED T I N S TN LT

T ——

R T N e Tt

Connect the lead from your
Amiga that used to connect to your
TV into the 'RF In’ connector on the
VCR.

Play a tape on the VCR and
tune your TV until you find the pic-
ture. Stop the tape. Make sure that
you have the Amiga switched on.
Tune a spare channel of the VCR
until you see the Workbench pic-
ture on the TV. Now whenever you
press record on the VCR, it will
record the output of your Amiga.

There is no way of automating
the recording process without
using some very complex and
expensive equipment.

____OTHER
———

Dear AUI,

My setup is an A1200, 80Mb
internal hard drive, a handy
scanner, printer (Amstrad DMP),
and a midi interface connected
to a Yamaha keyboard. | am con-
sidering an external disk drive,
| am saving for a HiQ Power -
station. | am also considering a
modem but | am worried about
the prices. Maybe you can help
me with my little problems:

1. | am very interested in

ST

W W™, Ele el T i e e M . L - - . -:

becoming a PD. Librarian, but
I'm not quite sure what to do i.e.
where do | get the programs
from - programmers or other PD.
Librarian?

2. What other hardware sho-
uld | get hold of to become a
librarian?

3. | have read about Epics £5
disk expander, what it does and
what it will do for me?

4. | have seen the 0OS 3.1
advertised | wondered whether
this was worth me getting.

5. When the new Amiga
comes out will it be possible to
update?

Your mags are great I'd love
to see more programs like the
immortal ‘Shepherd’.

J Dalley
Lancs

Dear J. Dalley,

You get programs from wherever
you can, the Internet is a prime
source. However you must check
the copyright of every program and
make sure that you can distribute it
freely. There are other things that

you need to be aware of. Most
of the programs on the AUI
coverdisks are PD. or shareware,
however you cannot send out
copies of the AUI coverdisk as AUI
hold the copyright on the collection
of programs. There is nothing to
stop you collecting the same pro-
grams and compiling your own
disk. Copyright gets very complex
and you do need to be careful.

Which value added service are
you going to provide, so that users
will come to you rather than any of
the dozens of other libraries that
exist?

You will need a supply of good
quality disks, packaging materials,
lots more hard drive space, spare
drives, spare computer, good back-
up systems, completely up to date
virus checkers.

| think that you have left out the
word ‘will’ in your question! The
disk expander compresses and
decompresses files on the fly, and
allows you to store more informa-
tion on the disk. | don't really like
such systems, but they do serve a
useful purpose. It is always better
to get more disk space.

As you are running Workbench
3 at the moment there is not much
reason to upgrade. Only do so if
you have an application that actu-
ally needs it.

Will it be possible to update
what exactly?

The Amiga has always come in
two types. The basic ‘first comp-
uter’ format, and an expandable
model. The 1000, 2000, 3000 &
4000 are the expandable models.
The A500, A600, A1200 are the
first computer’ models. You pay
your money and take your choice.
There are no new Amigas yet, the
A 1200 should be back in the shops
by the time that you read this, and
A4000's should also be available.

'Shepherd’ give me a break, I've
not got the hang of ‘Pong’ yet!

L_OTHER
— ———

Dear AU,

My name is Nick and I'm from
Greece. | have an A500 with 1Mb
of RAM. I'm a new reader (Aug-
ust) and | have some questions
to ask. | want to buy a CD32 not
only for playing games but to
use it as a computer too. Will it
be 100% compatible with the
A1200? How many versions of

-



FREE

Those kind people at Chroma are giving away a copy of
DataChrome to the first 30 new subscribers to AUIl. Pay just £39
and not only will you have your own personal copy of AUI
delivered direct to your door every month but we will also send
you a copy of DataChrome (worth £29.99) ABSOLUTELY FREE.

DataChrome is an amazing new utility which loads non-standard
graphics directly into IFF-only packages. It will change the way LSRR
you use your Amiga and soon you’ll be able to:

¢ Import Mac graphics into Final Copy and Final Writer b J “h
¢ Load JPEG graphics directly into DPaint | j'?'-;:.;j‘ i.aii”“i;" s |
 Access GIF files from CD ROM straight into Scala "B “”if;_
¢ Load PCX Art into ordinary Amos programs 4 ‘
¢ View Windows Bitmap and lcon files in Dir Utilities | . %““ﬁ.\iﬁlwx

Machine requirements:
DataChrome requires a
WB3.0 (or later). Extra

Flease

memory and hard drive are 1y 7 p B o e g

Height: B46LD

recommended. Datatypes
are included for loading
JPEG, GIF, PCX, WINBMP, WIN
ICO, MACPAINT. Compatible
with CLOANTO’s PNG
Datatype (not supplied).

01454 620070

(Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.) and quote reference HDHS.

We regret that this offer is only open to new UK subscribers on a first come first served basis. The free
gift will be sent under separate cover to the first 30 people who pay for a subscription by calling our
Credit Card Hotline. So call right now!
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the SX-1 are available and which
one do you think | should buy.
How can | connect a 3.5 HD to a
2.5 slot? Is there any connector?
If | use a HD and a disk drive with
their own power supplies will
there be any problem with the
power of CD32?7 How many
pounds does a SX-1 cost? Is the
company closed? Can CD32
play all Amiga CDs (Aminet6 for
example)? How much does an
A4000 keyboard cost? And now
something about the A500. | hate
the 1.3 version so | can’t run
your disks. What should | do to
upgrade my Amiga? Will it be
able for me to choose which
Kickstart | want to use. These
were my questions, | hope you
will answer me soon or my ques-
tions will never be answered.
Congratulations and please
forgive my mistakes. By the way,
how can | become a subscriber?
Here in Greece AUl costs
2800drhs which means 8
pounds!!!
Nick Kalousis
Greece

Dear Nick,

The SX-1 seems to have vanished.
Users have been waiting for new
stocks for many months. As yet
nothing has appeared. | am begin-
ning to think that it will not re-
appear.

The CD32 is almost 100% com-
patible, but as always you will find
some things that will not work.
There was only one SX-1 so that is
all you can buy.

The SX-1 when it was available
was priced at about £190 for the
bare unit. Onto that you have to
add hard drive, and keyboard
costs. The SX-1 was able to use a
cheaper PC type keyboard costing
about £30. A4000 keyboards would
be at least double this.

The CD32 is a good CD ROM
drive, and can quite happily read
most CD-ROMs without any prob-
lems, I've use the Aminet disks in
my CD32 without too many prob-
lems (apart from the lack of a key-
board that is!)

Seriously, you would be better
thinking about a A1200 and a
cheap CD-ROM add on unit. |
doubt if the CD32 or the SX-1 will
be available in any quantity in the
near future.

You will need to upgrade your
Amiga to the latest version avail-
able, which is 3.1. If you can find
an old version 2.04 then that will

m AUl o JANUARY 1996

help you as well. It might be cheap-
er! There are things called ROM
switchers which allow you to select
which Kickstart chip you use. |
have one fitted to my A2000 to
swilch back to 1.2! (For one pro-
gram that | very occasionally need
to use) | just flip a switch and
reboot from floppy and everything
is fine.

There are adaptor leads to con-
vert from 3.5 to 2.5. A good dealer
should be able to get them for you.

I am told that a yearly subscrip-
tion to AUI for Greece costs £59.

Contact the address in this AUI for
more info.

____OTHER
———

Dear AUI,

| am writing on behalf of a friend
with an A1200. He is having sev-
eral problems which we would
be grateful for your help with,
and which I'll list by number
below. First though, his set up is
as follows:

A1200, Quantum Maverick
540Mb HD, Apolio 1200 40MHz
030 board with 2x 1Mb SIMMs
(No FPU), Power Computing
dual speed CD-ROM (connected
to Apollo SCSI port), external
disk drive, Amstrad monitor, Ex
PC 200W power supply.

1. The drivers supplied with
the Apollo board work all right,
but Sysinfo (3.23) will not recog-
nise CDO: for the drive test. The
mountlist is an 0S2.0 type affair.
Do you know of a driver which
will run the CD-ROM in a more
system friendly manner?

2. The Apollo board itself is
quoted in the magazines as run-
ning at 9.6 MIPS. He has tested
the board with Sysinfo and got
7.95 MIPS. Is this just down to
differing test methods, or do
you think there is some
thing wrong ?

3. When he tries to mount
RADs they always use Chip
RAM, and don’t open at all when
the chip ram is gone. We have
tried several things to make it
use Fast RAM; FastMemFirst,
MCP’'s No Chip option, rein-
stalling Workbench, all to no
avail. Please help we are totally
stumped on this one.

4. Will this new 135Mb drive
from SyQuest fit the spare 3.5"
slot in my A4000 ?

5 We have looked around at
A1200 and A4000 tower cases. |
can’t see how the manufacturers
can justify the price tags of $400
plus. A tower case with supply
can be bought for well under
£100, so over £300 is being
charged for the daughter board
and modifications. Do you think
we should wait around for prices
to drop, or can the daughter
boards be bought separately
anywhere? (We asked several
suppliers who told us no)

That's about it. It just remains
for me to say thanks for produc-
ing such an excellent mag.

Neil Rolls
Northants

Deal Nell,

| just don't understand what you
are going on about with the CD-
ROM. What do you mean by a
more system friendly manner?
What is the problem at the
moment? If it is just Sysinfo that is
worrying you, don't! Sysinfo is
expecting to see a read/write
device. CDs are read only. If you
want to check the transfer speed,
use a big file and a stopwatch.

As you have a SCSI CD-ROM,
there is a PD driver system
amicdfs, | use this myself and it
works as well as | could wish for.

Sysinfo has another more com-
mon name which is MISS-INFO it's
okay for telling you what is there
but don't rely on it for anything

else. Another point is that MIPS is
meaningless as a benchmark.
Take the shortest instruction of
the chip, and divide the number
of clock cycles that instruction
requires into the clock frequency of
the processor (in your case 50) and
that will give the number of MIPS.
Not a very useful number at all as
the CPU may not be doing any
useful work.

Look in appendix B, page 5, of
your AmigaDOS manual. Check
the entry for BufMemType, you will
notice that 4 or 5 is needed for Fast
memory use. The default is for Any
memory. Modify the RAD mountlist
to suit. If you really want to make
use of a RAD type disk. Have a
look at StatRam, it has been on a
Coverdisk. It is much better than
RAD: and you can have more than
one.

The spare 3.5 inch bay of the
4000 is very small, | have not seen
the specs of the drive, so | would
err on the side of caution and say it
is unlikely. The front panel access
is the problem.

It is true that standard PC cases
cost less than £100, but a case
manufactured to spec costs a great
deal more than £100. Small scale
production of printed circuit boards
are quite pricey, then you have to
build them.

Oh - let's add testing, installa-
tion, packaging, carriage, insur-
ance, tax, rates, water, electricity,
support services, and how about
paying the people who design and
build the units some wages and
giving the company a little profit ?

The price of any limited prod-
uction item, which things like

-
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“What to do:

Ring us to check that the prices are still
current (we sometimes have specials).
Carefully pack your Amiga, workbench
disks and payment. If you prefer, pay by
credit card, (2.5% surcharge). Take it to
the post office and send it to us by
parcel post with their £500 compensa-
tion service. It should just cost £6.50.
We will send it back with the new dnive
installed

540Mb £169.99
630Mb £174 99
850Mb £194.99
1.2 Gb £246.99
1.6 Gb £POA

130Mb £99.99

270MDb £125.99
360Mb £133.99
420Mb £151.99

*Some A600s may require a new Rom
to fit hard dnves. Add £25 to price
(available separately for £28.50)

Please make sure your computer works OK. We
test all computers on receipt and faulties will be

..l" sent straight back with a refund less £6. 50
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C 1 - Dosas Lo ¢y WHAT ELSE B0 W €BLLS

Look n the ads for Silica and Wizard Developments,
Disks seized by FAST then wiped. Virus free. Min order 50

we will supply the same goods at the same prices.
BABT Approved Fax / Modem

GCElectronics
in emart cagse with PSU & COMPUTER WORKSHOP
14,400 baud

12 Newmarket Street, Consett Co. Durham DHS8 5LQ
Tel & Fax: (01207) 502249

__ OMNIDALE SUPPLIES/
" COMPUTER WORKSHOP

THE Amiga specialists in spares and repairs bave now joined forced and are
under new management in order to bring you the best service and lowest prices!

leadse

only £114.99

d5¢ Rowan Court

Friargate Derby
DE1 1BU

Tel: 01332 29121

REPAIRS

( Set prices, all inclusive )

AIMBPE 1200 c.onmuniailnei 242.99
 Va)Ceo i o 6§ (R ————— £357.99
Amiga 500/500+ ............... £32.99
Amiga 500/500+/600/1200 Power
supply repair/exchange . £22.99
A520 Modulator repair/exchange
.......................................... £13.99

We also repair Hard Drives,
External/Internal Drives
Monitors elc.

Please call for details.

Please make cheques and Postal
Orders payable to ‘Computer
Workshop” or “Omnidale Supplies”
All prices include postage and
packing, parts and labour, VAT etc.

PARTS & SPARES WANTED!

( Please call for details on any item not listed) Honey waiting for your umcanted Amiga equipment

Amiga 500/500+/600/1200 Power supply ........
PP T
ereenes 224,99

Amiga Computers,
monitors, hard drives,
power supplies modulators,
disk drives etc. Working OR
faulty. Also, boxed original
Amiga software. Please call
for details.

Amiga 500/500+ hl.‘.i‘nlird el my
(inc. PCB and membrane)

Amiga 500 Keyboard membrane ............£14.99
Amiga 500 Membrane PCB.........cco.o....... £14.99
Amiga 500 Users manual...........................£7.99
Workbench 1.3/extras manual . o 4,99
R F Computer to TV ariel lead . ...%2.99

CH]PS

CTA (8520) ......... R— ey LW
Denise (B302) e 29,90
PaUBA ABAOL) o mnhsnanseie e KA G
Agnus (8372) ........ e 14,99
Gary (5719) . crrevnrnees 29,90

1.3 ROM.. . . &£14.99
fm other 'JHE'J jﬂfﬁr f}f}w I..*"HU,D:HT& px’t ase call.

Please call us on the
numaber given if you have
any questions or queries.

Omnidale Supplies/
Computer Workshop
8E Rowan Court , Friargate
Derby , DE1 1BU
Tel: O1332 291219

All power supply repairs carry a 6
month warranty, all other repairs
carry a 3 month warranty unless
otherwise agred, the same with
parts and spares.
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tower cases will be, will always
seem to be high, but when you
add everything up it is unlikely that
there is much margin in such
products.

I've not see any boards being
sold separately, so | think you are
stuck on this one for the time being.

__OTHER __
————

Dear AUI,

My setup consists of an A1200, a
180mb IDE hard drive and a
Citizen Swift 200c printer, My
problem is this, whenever | try
to compress something with
Directory Opus 4 using lzx (from
your coverdisk) | get out of mem-
ory errors unless | put the buffer
down to 20k, even though Opus
says | have 700k Free, The only
other programs | have running
are MultiCX, Arq and Magic
Menu, with MagicWB, Also after
recently installing MagicWB, |
no longer get an icon on the
Workbench screen for device pf0
but | do still get an icon for
device ds0, The only way | can
get an icon for pf0 is if add the
following lines to my user-start-

up

Noreq ; to stop the requesters
pf0: ; to access the drive

Noreq ; to turn the requesters
back on

This method does work and |
do get icons, but when | boot up
my floppy drive makes an awful
clunking crunching noise, and
don’t think this is very healthy
for my drive, so is there any oth-
er way to get the same result?
Also when making scripts how
can | use the return codes to
start other things, for example if
you have a menu with three
options, the first with a return
code of 1, the second with a
return code of 2 and the last with
a return code of 0, is it possible
that if you select the first option
it executes another script or
echo’s a comment, Lastly, How
can | stop ed from setting the
protection bit on all files | save to
+sarw -hped? This is very ann-
oying particularly for things
which are often edited, such as
my user-startup as | have to
keep setting the d bit so that |
can save over them. Brilliant
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cover disks but how about a

batch option to decompress all
the disks at once to hard drive.

Christopher Wilkinson

Tyne & Wear

Dear Christopher,

Does the compression work from
the CLI? Also which buffer are you
fiddling with? DOpus is known to
be a bit flaky when launching some
programs so this might be the root
of your problem. You will have to
tell me what pf0: is. This is not a
standard drive name at all. Is it a
hard drive partition? If so check the
automount tickbox with HDtoolbox
that might have been upset.
Otherwise chuck out MagicWB, it
does not really serve any useful
purpose except eat memory.

Don't worry about the drive, it is
quite normal for them to clunk
about a bit. However if this has
only recently started doing this then
have a look at it. Another method is
to pop a formatted but non installed
disk in the drive that will keep it qui-
et. ED does not alter the protection
bits of the file being edited, it just
clones what is there. | expect that
something else is setting the pro-
tection bit.

Creating menus is a little tricky
using the shell. Take a look at how
the AUI coverdisks scripts work. A
simple method is to create a series
of script files caller 1,23 ... and
then type a simple message saying
press 1 for function 1, 2 for function
2 etc. if you set the script bit on
each of the files 1,2,... then they
will be automatically executed.

As for the unbatching I'll make
sure that your suggestion is passed
on. However, as not everybody will
want every program it might be bet-
ter to leave things as they are. The
script is nice and stable now and |
would not like to see a load of
queries relating to wunarchiving
disks. Why not install diskspare
and copy the archives to a test
directory and just unarc them?
That's what | do and it works with-
out any problems.

_____OTHER
————

Dear AUI,

| have been reading your maga-
zine for the last few months and
| must say that | have been
pleasantly surprised. That said |
have noticed the odd cockup;

half a printer article! Still | sup-
pose it does add character,
smirk! By the way, who did get
the prize?

Anyway to the point of this
letter, in my quest for absolute
understanding | have prepared a
list of questions. | will be grateful
for any response, useful or oth-
erwise. As a bribe, and if my stu-
dent grant will stretch to it, I'll
offer to take out a subscription.
Unless you would like to offer
me one for free !

1) | have an A1500 with
WB3.1, is it possible to directly
connect a 15" SVGA monitor?
Who says size isn't everything!

2) Given that time is a dimen-
sion of space and space con-
sists of matter and energy would
it not be possible to create an
area of timelessness by creating
a dimensional interweave to
bypass the positive and negative
matter/energy streams of past
and future avoiding the now? If
so by varying the feedback, or
feed forward depending on your
point of view, of the above stated
matter/energy streams would
not time travel be possible?

3) | recently purchased a sec-
ond hand GVP 030 40 MHz accel-
erator, do you know where | can
obtain a manual? | have 2 Mb of
16 bit memory on a GVP HD
Controller, can this and the hard
disk be moved to the acceler-
ator? Will this increase the mac-
hines performance? Will | have
to alter any of the jumpers?

4) If timelessness was indu-
ced in an object, by bypassing
the energy/matter streams, how
would that object be prevented
from decomposing if the energy
and matter required to support it
were no longer available?

5) As | only have a standard
Philips 88.33 MKIl monitor Is
there any point fitting a Picasso
RTG

Board to my machine? | thank
you for your time and ask you to
get a move on with the next
ISSUe.

Chris Webb
Southampton

Dear Chris,

No, you cannot directly connect
an SVGA monitor. You would need
some form of scan rate convertor.

The Microway flicker fixer is one
such example. They have been out
of production for a long time, and
are like gold dust to find.

Your questions about the nature
of time, space and matter are best
answered by the theories and pre-
dictions of Heinrich Reissner and
Gunner Nordstrom who in 1916
and 1918 produced some papers
on the self gravitation of electric
fields which built on Einstein’s work
a year or so before. If you are inter-
ested in the subject | can recom-
mend a general introduction to the
subject of time and time travel in
the book:

‘In Search of the Edge of Time’
by John Gribbin ISBN 0-552-
99462-6. Another very well known
book by John Gribbin is ‘In search
of Schrodingers Cat’, also highly
recommended if you want to under-
stand a little bit more about quan-
tum theory.

The best place to get the manu-
al from is the person from whom
you bought the item. Don’t buy
complex equipment without hand-
books. | don't have detailed infor-
mation on every third party board.
The best you could do is contact
Power Computing and see if they
can help.

Neither matter nor energy can
be destroyed, only converted into
one another, also without any plane



of reference you cannot tell what
state an object would end up in.
This is defiantly the field of quan-
tum mechanics, see the aforemen-
tioned reference.

You will need a multisync moni-
tor of some sort to be able to make
effective use of the Picasso.

S —

Dear AUI
My current system is :- Amiga
1500, 1Mb RAM, two printers
(Canon BJ10ex and Star LC-10
Colour) and Sony TV/Montior.
What would you do if you did-
n't know whether to buy OS 3.1
or EGS Spectrum or not? That's
the decision I'm trying to make
at the moment, | just don’t know
which way to go. So if you were
in my position, what would you
do?

New Amiga suggestions:

Five or six Amigas aren’t
going take over 20-30 PCs
worldwide, so why don’t some
Amigas become part of the PC
range. This means that they are
an original Amiga + a PC in one
for maybe half the price of a PC
computer. The machines can
incorporate PC ports, a PC
mouse, joysticKk, MS-DQS 6.0,
MS-Windows 95, Amiga ports,
an Amiga mouse, joystick,
Amiga OS 3.1 and Workbench
3.1. If that were sold for half the
price of the cheapest PC, | think
Commodore-Escom would get
loads of customers.

For Amigas that were bought
before Commodore were, there
could be plug in modules for the
A500, A500+, A600 and A1200
which will have PC ports on it,
and allow standard PC cards to
be plugged into the Amiga, all
powered from an external PSU.
All Amigas that are 1500s and
above could have internal mod-
ules, and could come with pow-
er supplies to the Amiga with
power to run itself and the mod-
ule. With the new A1200s could
come these plug-in modules. All
new Amigas that are made to be
expandable could then have
sockets or slots to plug in PC
cards, and power supplies
which pack more power in than
usual.

Questions:

Why wasn't Commodore’s
saga reported on British TV
News? Will all Amiga software
run on the new A1200s? Does
OS 3.1 allow you to run Windows
program on Workbench? Does it
allow more software to run on
your Amiga than Workbench . 27
Does the Amiga 1500 have an
SCSI port, allowing a CD-ROM
drive to be plugged into it?

I've been looking in all your
advertisements for computer
companies in your magazine,
but haven’t found one which
stocks Fast RAM for the A15007?
The reason is because | want to
upgrade my existing 1Mb to
something like 3 or 4Mb. Could
you please tell me if you know
any computer companies who
do sell Fast RAM for the A1500.7
One of the upgrades | am also
thinking about is OS 3.1. If my
machine did have OS 3.1, would
| have to use special software in
order to run older software.?

Tony Hall
Gloucester

Dear Tony,

OS 3.1 or ECS, well, | can't tell
you. You have not told me what
you are running at the moment. If
you are running OS1.3 then you
should upgrade. If you are running
0S82.xx then the benefits are more
marginal. In that particular case |
would only upgrade if a particular
critical application needed 3.1.

You strike me as wanting some-
thing for nothing. How can you put
two computers in one box, and
then sell them at half the price of
the cheapest PC? Note that the PC
market is cut-throat in the extreme,
with £400 buying you a base sys-
tem. How can anyone build the
equivalent of two computers for
£200.

There are two Amiga systems,
and this is where | start to upset a
few people. The low end Amigas,
A500, 600, 1200 are NOT des-
igned to be expanded to any signif-
icant degree. The fact that there
are so many add-on units is testi-
mony to the original design being
so flexible. If users want to expand
their systems they should have
bought the 2000,3000 or 4000
machines, which are des-igned for
the job. It is not a simple matter of
plug in modules’ as you put it. The

big box Amigas do come with the
ability to plug in PC cards via sys-

tems such as the bridgeboards, |

and golden gate systems.

The demise of Commodore was
not newsworthy. This is a sad
reflection on the quality of news
broadcasting in the UK, where end-
less boring reports of wars and the
latest exploits of brain dead idiot
soap actors/actresses and pop
music performers are deemed fo
be far more newsworthy.

Even local news is pushed to
the tail end of broadcasts. Try to

think when was the last time a |

shuttle mission synopsis was given
on the news. Complain to the
broadcasters about this.

You have used the term will ALL
Amiga software work on the new
A1200. The new A1200 is exactly
the same as the old A1200. At this
moment there have been no
design changes. Software has bro-
ken on every Amiga upgrade, so
the short answer is no, not all soft-
ware will work on all Amigas.

Windows is a Microsoft PC

product, code written for Windows
Is intended to be run on the Intel
processors. They will not run on
the 680x0 processors that the
Amiga uses. There are two excep-
tions. You can install a bridgeboard
and run Windows on that, or you
can use a software emulator. Only
the first option is viable for continu-
ous use. The emulators are useful

. for occasional work, but are not

really suitable for general use.
The A2000 does not have a

- SCSI port as standard (the 1500 is

a 2000) however there are many
plug in boards that provide this
function. Quite often these boards
provide memory expansion capa-
bilities as well. The Commodore
product was the 2091.

You will not see specific adverts
for the A2000 memory expansion,
but if you ask for Zorro memory
expansion cards Amiga specialists

| will understand what you want. As |

have already mentioned, if you get
a SCSI card, it is likely that this will
have memory expansion as well.
All Zorro memory is fast’' RAM. AUI

\

When writing to Amiga Answers please include as
much information as possible about your system
and about the software/hardware you are
running. This will help determine what your
problem might be and its solution!

Send your questions to:

Amiga Answers, Amiga User International
Unit 2, Utopia Village, 7 Chalcot Road
London NW1 8LX
or E-MAIL.:
amigauser @cix.compulink.co.uk

>
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AUl MENTOR

TIPS FOR 3DGR

‘Scene | Objects ] Surfaces] Images[Lights| Caneral Effects | Record[0ptions[sM] | 1ioucier ecently | decided that it was
| time to produce a 3D sequence
- to show off what | could do with

| my system. Something to send out to
“xy | xz | zY potential clients to pull a bit of work in.
( ' Not that | hadn't been using my trusty
—_— A4000 on pro jobs anyway, but when
you are fulfilling clients’ needs you are
not necessarily producing stuff that
you would want to put on a showreel.
A bit of plain chromium lettering rotat-
iIng around your client’s logo may be
the answer to his dreams, but it's
hardly thrilling stuff. So there comes a
time when you decide to put a little
something togetherto catch the eye of
other clients who'll say “Hey, that's
great!”, and then commission you to
do some chromium lettering going
round their logos as well. Such is life.
Don’t knock it. It pays the bills and I'll
let you into a secret. | love doing it all
- yes, even the chromium lettering.
Due to time and memory con-
straints | wanted to avoid having too
many polygons in the scene, so the
central object needed to be relatively
simple. On the other hand, in choos-
ing a theme for my sequence, |
needed something | could use to show
off textures, lens flares, and particle
Dlur. | felt that these are the main
strengths of the package | use and
that they should be shown off. (No

Wil
Mobberley
shares
some of
his

favourite
tricks with

us while
he creates

an
incident.
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AUl MENTOR

PHICS ARTISTS

prizes for guessing which one.) In
order to catch the eye | decided to go
for something topical - the Roswell
UFO crash.

The rumours were rife. An illicit
copy of film purporting to be of the
alleged alien autopsy following the
fabled 1947 UFO crash near Roswell,
in New Mexico, had surfaced and
would be screened across the globe.
Therefore lots of people would be
talking about it, and my showreel swim-
ming around in the midst of all that
wouldn't do me any harm at all. A
crashing UFO is ideal material be-
cause everybody likes watching them
and, although flying saucer anims are
among the easiest to produce, they re
among the hardest to do well. If peo-
ple like what they see, your work will
stand out among rival offerings with
similar subject matter. As with all
graphic work, be it 2D, 3D, or what-
ever, attention to detail is the all im-
portant factor.

| won't bore you with in-depth de-
tail about how | sketched out a saucer
profile and then lathed it. The chances
are that's just about the first thing
YOU did to try out the lathe function
when you bought your 3D program
(Unless you're a girl, in which case
you probably did a vase teachers.)

I'll share with you some of my

favourite tricks which | have found
make a big difference to 3D renders
and I'll show you what a transforma-
tion took place with my saucer se-
quence.

More Realistic

| find that my renders almost always
look too clean so to make them more
true to life | use a misty cloud image
overiay of about 90 percent transpar-
ent or more. This has several advan-
tages. For starters it renders quicker
than using a fog procedure. Secondly,
the anti-aliasing passes are not so
complex because everything has been
knocked back a little. And thirdly, the
colour saturation appears to be al-
tered, but the effect is better than if
you just render without colour satura-
tion at less than 100%. | don't know
why. Experimentation is the order of
the day.

There is a drawback in that occa-
sionally one does see the static tex-

ture. This is why it is preferable to use
——*
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AUl MEenTOR

TIPS FOR 3D GRAPHICS ARTISTS - CONTINUED

a sequence of misty images.
In an ideal world I'd use a
combination of image over-
lay and the fog operator to
get a real sense of the sau-
cer coming out of the mist.
Unless you have a DEC Al-
pha, or a Raptor however, or
your client doesn’t want the
work until well into next year,
some of the complex render-
ing options are not a realistic
option.

Have a look at the first
set of pictures. They were
my first attempt. Observers
complemented me on the
reflective saucer hull and
were impressed by the use
of photographic backdrops,
but only because they had
no idea how easy these
things are. (That's a good
tip actually, use photo-
graphs for textures a lot.
They look good and clients
think it's hard to do!) | was
lucky in that where my tex-
ture map overlapped it gave
the appearance of a dirt track. So |
was happy to leave it be. Usually I'd
expect a lot more juggling to get it
right.

For all that | was still disappointed.
| knew that there was something miss-
ing. I'd used particle blur for some
sparks as the craft hit the ridge and
put in some red point lights to give a
hot look at the right moment. These
elements worked well enough, but
somehow the whole thing still looked
bland.

The ground did not really look
convincing, but then modelled ground
rarely does. Floor boards are easy
and look realistic. The great outdoors
is always problematical. That's why
special effects companies tend to
use real film, say a helicopter shot,
and add computer generated ele-
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ments to it. This wasn’'t an option
open to me.

| thought about adding some trees
to break things up a bit, but the Roswell
crash was supposed to have been a
desert incident and | didn't want to
draw attention away from the central
element - the saucer itself. | wanted
prospective clients to be looking atthe
reflectivity of the saucer, not noticing
how unrealistic the trees passing by
were. So | decided to go for mood.

| loaded the texture maps into an
image processing package and al-
tered the balance. | made them darker
and bluer. Then, turning my attention
to the lights in the layout, | took down
their ambient levels to around 5% to
give me greater shadow effects. This
would mean that my red explosion
lights would create a more dramatic

contrast too. Rendering a few test
frames of this showed a marked im-
provement. Yet | wanted to add just
that little something extra.

More flare

| couldn't resist it. | had to put in one
hell of alens flare. Now I'll freely admit
thatI'm as guilty as the nextmanwhen
it comes to overdoing lens flares and
| know they have a lot more impact if
used sparingly, but since this was
destined to be a showreel sequence |
wanted that flare to be very noticeable
- especially as some of the industry
standard packages can't do them. Ha
Hal

Have a look at the revised ver-
sions of my frames. Apart from colour
correcting the background and tex-
ture map images, only the lighting
has changed. In fact the colour cor-

rection was nothing more than a way
of faking a lighting change in the
background, soit's true to say that the
way the scene is lit is the ONLY
change. As you can see, it makes all
the difference.

Since the Roswell saucer was ru-
moured to have been struck by light-
ning | decided to do this as well. You
can see from the example frames that
| used particle blur again, this time to
suggest fragments flying off immedi-
ately after the lightning strike.

The flash itself wasn’t done in
the 3D package at all. It's a hand
drawn line, anti-aliased of course,
and one or two of the frames paid a
visit to the image processor to be
lightened. The result gives added
oomph to the bolt.

| still used my misty cloud overlay,
but this time | made the saucer very
slightly transparent as well. This fools
the viewer into thinking that
the sauceris passing through
cloud layers and only works
pbecause the background is
exclusively sky. (You would-
not be very impressed if you
could see a building through
the saucer, would you?)

The final sequence was
rendered to Betacam SP
and that master was then
used to run off a load of
= VHStT showreels to send

8 out. And yes, it paid off, be-
cause in this business no-
body will believe you if you
say you can do something.
You have to have an exam-
ple on tape to prove it. The
best advice to give to any-
one who wishes to get into
the business still hasn’t
changed: the showreel is
ALL.

By the way, did you get
to see that alien autopsy foot-
age? It's amazing what you
can do with latex, isn'tit? AUI




B GRAZY DISK PRIGESI BUARANTEED P

HGREVETRONIGSHTID g

- ’t.OEHES-T PREC‘ESBEST ssn?l?E’mp,D DELIVERY
sALES FREE CALL o500 737 8a0

3.5 DISKS ¥, PRINTERS

100% CERTIFIED ERROR FREE DISKS + LOCKABLE BOXES 3 DOT MATRIX PRINTERS
IEXHEY 0s/HD -

50 3.5° Disks............. £15.99 £18.99 + 100 cop lockable box..........

100 3.5* Disks £7.9 £28.99 + 100 cop lockable box..........

150 3.5" Disks ... £38.99 £41.99 + 2 x 100 lockable box : i e £164.99
200 3.5° Disks. ... £48.99 £51.99 + 2 x 100 lockoble box .. i et et mose .
300 35° Disks. .. £73.99 £76.99 + 3 x 100 lockoble box ...

£98.99 £101.99 + 4 x 100 lockable box ...

500 3.5 Disks £123.99 .........£126.99 + 5 x 100 lockoble box.......... : '
1000 3.5° Disks...... £220.99 ... £234.99 + 10 x 100 lockoble box £144.99
FREE LABELS + FREE DELIVERY BY PARCEL FORCE CITIZEN SWIET 200C

* 24 pin COLOUR prinie
U quiel mode 43 gBA

HARD DRIVES hciasonas i | 7

EXTERNAL OVERDRIVE HARD DISK BLACK
h-:hllpliudtﬁu uiﬂﬂ;;ﬁhﬂ o e ) . NEC P2Q
xiernol cas 8% + CABLE » SOFTWARE R AT INK JE | DESKTOP & PORTABLI
80Mb 2.5" ... £60.99 250Mb..£137.99 h24/9... €2 HEWLETT PACKARD 600
20Mb 2.5" ... £99.99 340Mb..£179.99 WO100. .o £ * inkjot MONO DANISE ..o oo .
70Mb 2.5 ..£124.99 510Mb.. £259.99 e A COLOUR OPTION KIT_£28

HEWLETT PACKARD 660C

" Prnts up 1o 4 ppm
' 600 1 300 dpd COLOUR
* B built-in ype nces

T £345.00

CANON BdJ 200EX
* Prnk over Jppm
* Bullt-in ‘smaohing’ uncton giving an eBactve T20 x 380 dpd
* 20dcps HO ond 24Bcpe HS

5 guisl operaban of 42 JRA
e e oo £207.99
* 1 Year Warranty .

. ~ CANON BJ 30
e £127 - Alernalive ......£120 * MONO Inijot & Prints o Jpgen
e £18T  Allornative ......£180 . Bullt-on “wmocdiing Ranclicn grving an allective 720 x 360 dpi

999

88888 B838R8!

Ponasenic KXP 212372180 ...
100,

1
Gon GG

nn
i

- up bo 373 eps
" Bl i 30 g Ad indogral sheulloockes
* 1 Your Waishly

o L |
A=

£289.99

CANON BJC - 600e

CIN DR e
'ﬂ.-#‘l [T, T wn ollacrive T20 5 300 (TR L.
. ‘ljﬁ:_mwhpﬂﬂuu gy

it w1 2. 99

FREE DELIVERY WITH ALL PRINTERS

$8 888 838883883:

R bbb bp

2

gﬁmmiﬁf /AS0O/A1200£34/
uhhﬂlm‘.. e s

Tl
22838388k

Dely
1000 |

Lt |
—
[ =

HOW TO FIND US

l'l “

GREY-TRONICS LTD, UNIT 1015 WHITGIFT CENTRE
CROYDON, SURREY CRO 1UU




Gods Almighty

Playing God...It’s a feeling that most people get only rarely. That power, that

omnipotence, makes the creative act into a thrill. But since computers, that

priviliged feeling has been within the reach of us all. Remember the game of

Life? Ashley Cotter-Cairns does as he enters the heavenly realm of God games
and considers the pick of the paradisical power plays. Deus Irae!

hat makes the God-
game experience such
a special one? To the
uninitiated - or perhaps
that should be unordained - a
Godgame is a confusing, tangled,
array of menus and options, levels
within levels. Once familiar with
the genre, though, all of these
mechanics fall away, leaving the
player more or less free to vent his
or her creativity within the game
world provided.

Most Godgames put you In
charge of a race of people. Hence
the association with deities. But
what's special is the sense of
responsibility this impars. It you
don't pay the Fire and Police
Departments, your city is at the
mercy of infernos and organized
crime. Ignore the advancing kni-
ghts and you castles will be set
ablaze. Forget to repair the bridge
and the 12:15 to New Orleans will
plunge into the Mississippi.

A look at Godgames, with ecclesi-
astical ratings, by Ashley Cotter-
Cairns.

Most Godgames present the
player with a challenge utterly
unlike real life. You can play at
being Richard Branson, Attilla the
Hun, or Henry Ford. One friend of
mine, deep in a session of Railroad
Tycoon, remarked to me: “Wouldn't
it be cool to do this for real, just sit
here with a mouse and run other
people’s lives?”

The Godgame is also a phe-
nomenon unique to computer and
video games. Anyone who wan-
ted to enough could go out and
hunt something, hire a racing
car, become proficient in a martial
art, or even role play in a real cave
environment. almost any fantasy in
any type of game can be emulated,
more or less completely as in
Godgames.

Each time you play again, the
game will be different. That is

another unique feature of the
genre. you cannot predict what will
happen from game to game and
situation to situation. This keeps
the challenge fresh and enthralling.
And part of the fun is doing things
wrong on purpose. slap down a
nuclear reactor next to a busy res-
idential area and watch the people
evacuate. Joy.

The other thing which all God-
games have in common is their
longevity. Few are possible to com-
plete within days: the best keep
players hooked for weeks of gam-
iIng time on end. And yes, I'm
speaking from experience. They
are certainly not everybody's cup
of herbal tea. Becoming proficient
at Godgames implies a high level
of intelligence and good powers
of reasoning, strategic thought,
and usually fiscal management.
Surprisingly perhaps, these skills
must be blended with quick reac-
tions: often you'll need to select the

rnght command and implement it
fast to head off an impending dis-
aster.

So being a God isn't easy. But
it's a lot of fun.

Thank God

“We are all lying in the gutter, but
some of us are looking at the
stars.” - Oscar Wilde

First there was darkness. Then
there was |. God. The big man.
Though | didn't much like the dark.

“Let there be light,” | boomed, in
a tone and volume intended to
impress all but Napalm Death fans.

“Er, sorry, God,” said one of my
disciples, “but Godzilla’'s wrecked
the downtown area and the power
supply's failed. We hope to get
things back in order by Tuesday -
Wednesday, tops.”

Hot in the City

Sim City - Maxis/Infogrammes -
£29.99 (with Populous)

The phenomenon known as the
Godgame began in the earliest
days of the Amiga, when a little-
known company called Maxis rel-
eased Sim City. Sim City was, as
its name suggested, a model of a
metropolis, which cast the player In
the role of the Mayor of his chosen
town. Mayors these days have life
pretty easy - wearing big gold
necklaces and having three hour
lunches - but not so the Mayor of
Sim City.

You had to set the tax rate,
supervise the building of roads,
power stations and railways, arr-
ange police and fire department
protection, build enough residen-
tial, commercial and industrial
property to meet demand and,
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most fun of all, cope with disasters
as and when they occured. These
ranged from air crashes to monster
attacks (really) and each caused
utter mayhem in the city you called
your own. Information was always
available if you wanted to find out
how (un)popular you were with
your citizens and how much of your
limited funds were available to
spend on keeping people quiet.
Now if all this sounds like loads of
fun, it was. Even if Sim City is pret-
ty crude graphically by today's
standards, at the time graphics
were second-best to a decent,
gripping game. Coming back to it
after all this time is like meeting
your old girlfriend from high school
- fun for a brief fling all over again,
but unlikely to be a lifelong com-
panion. Tastes are influenced by
experience and God Games have
come on a long way since Sim City
kept me up at nights (or my old girl-
friend, for that matter).

RATING: Aged Witch Doctor



Pop Life

Populous -
Bullfrog/Infogrammes - £29.99
(with Sim City)

Just a little time after Sim City was
wowing gamesplayers everywhere,
Bullfrog, then a small development
company, released Populous. Per-
haps most deserving of the title
Godgame, in Populous you played
the creator of a race of little people,
who had declared war on a neigh-
bouring tribe of evil, but otherwise
very similar little people.

Your little people were faithful
but aimless if unaided, so your job
was to build up their forces and
unleash them on the enemy. This
was done by flattening land, which
upgraded the dwellings of your
people from tiny huts to vast cas-

tles. More people can reproduce
from castles than huts, so you got
more people to settle, more
dwellings to upgrade, so more peo-
ple and so on.

In return for your efforts, each
living person generated an amount
of magical power, which you could
draw on to use for big magic spells.
These included earthquakes, flo-
ods, swamps and mountains (mak-
ing flatlands almost impossible to
create) and spells to create Knights
(elite soldiers which burn and pil-
lage at every opportunity). The final
showdown between the races
occured when one God had eno-
ugh power to force the other to a
duel between single Knights. All
the people then piled into one
being and there was a scrap to the
death between the two super-
Knights.

Populous is still fun to play for a

while and i1s an interesting trip
down memory lane. You may grow
tired of it long before conquering
the 1,000 lands, but the best fun is
had by linking two Amigas via

modem or RS232. Then you can
send rude messages across before
blitzing your human enemy with an
earthquake.

RATING: Parish Priest

Settle Down Now

The Settlers - Blue Byte - £34.95

It's amazing how much fun village
life can be. When you're a God, of
course. Life for the villagers them-
selves i1s simple and probably dull.
Village people can take up many
professions, from butcher weapons
maker, via pig farmer, miner and
woodcutter. The village itself is a
wonderful place (once you've built
it} and many happy hours can be
spent just watching the world you
control do its own thing.

Centre the screen on an area
and the sounds associated with the
industries there surround you: pigs
snort as they roll in the mud, the
clash of steel on steel echoes from

the depths of the blacksmith's
shop, axe falls on tree with a real-
Istic thunk. As you watch, the peo-
ple wander to and fro along the
paths you've built for them, leaving
supplies and finished articles wait-
ing to be picked up at junctions.
With all of this engrossing enter-
tainment on hand, it's easy to for-
get that there is a purpose to The
Settlers. You have to take a major-
ity of the land, pushing your bound-
aries back by aggressively taking it
from the opposition with your sol-
diers. It's a bit like a more primitive
version of the problems in the old
Yugoslavia: people fighting over
land that they could happily share.
And if there's any downside to this
terrific Godgame, it's that the two
tribes can't settle together in per-
fect harmony:.
RATING: The Bishop of Durham

Nice ‘n Spicy

Dune 2 is based on the planet of
Arrakis, which is a natural source
of a rare spice which preserves life
for hundreds of years. This spice
has to be harvested from the sand
which makes up 95% of the plan-
et's surface. Your task, playing the
peaceful Atriedes, the neutral
Ordos or the evil Harkonnen, is to
maintain overall control of the plan-
et. This, despite your race'’s inclina-
tion, is usually achieved by blow-
ing the other two houses into
smithereens.

The idea is to build up a base
for your spice harvesting. Once the
spice is collected it can be convert-
ed into credits, to spend on beefing
up your defensive and offensive

capabilities. Tanks, trikes and foot
soldiers are all available at the start
of the game, but as the going gets
tougher, you'll need bigger and bet-
ter artillery to live long and prosper.
New buildings and weapons can
be developed, until the final mis-
sion, when much of the negotiating
between houses is done with long
range missiles and awesome
machines of death and destruction.

The graphics are small but
detailed and sound consists of
some annoying samples and a
spooky soundtrack. But what
makes Dune 2 a winner is the
gameplay. It's very engrossing,
with lots of extra features that keep
cropping up each time you play. My
only criticism is that it's too easy to
complete - although there are
about 25 areas on the map, you
only have to clear eight or nine
before the final conflict. Good play-

™

ers can expect to complete it, with
each different house, before too
long. Otherwise, brilliant.

RATING:
Canterbury

The Archbishop of

-
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“OnThe Right Track

Railroad Tycoon
MicroProse - £14.95

The name Sid Meier will be well
known to fans of MicroProse's
Godgames Civilisation and Rail-
road Tycoon. | defend the decision
to feature Railroad instead of
Civilisation, because the latter is a
heavier, more wargame-like offer-
ing, while Railroad is more easy to
get into and enjoyable for a wider
audience.

Starting in one of four areas and
times, from the early 19th century
to 1900, you have 100 years to
make your railroad a star per-
former, not only popular with the
customers but also with the share-
holders. For you have to survive in
the stockmarket as well, where
your company is vulnerable (in a
cut-throat market) to being taken

MENT fNOW
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over by another in a share buyout.
Thus you must ensure when bor-
rowing cash and selling shares
that you don't leave yourself open
to a hostile bid for your outstanding
shares.

Up to 32 trains can run on your
network at once, with the problems
of collisions, bridges washed out
by flood waters and aggressive
building plans from the competing
railroads hampering your progress.
At each station you build, a certain
amount of demand will be generat-
ed for railroad services. You have
to fulfil these by supplying trains of
the correct type and frequency.
Your rates for transporting goods,
passengers and mail depends on
how quickly they arrive at their
destination and other factors, like
how much competition there is with
other networks.

Graphics and sound are simple
but effective, but you'll hardly not-
ice these once your trains start

GAME DISPLAYS

a'running. The fact is that Railroad
Tycoon is dangerously addictive.
It's deceptively simple to begin with
but, when you've a dozen stations
all crying out for supply, a bridge
has gone down in the middle of
your network and some other

REPORTS

BUILD FIL';TIEIH

EQnUS 39,000

tycoon is buying your shares like
there's no tomorrow, you'll feel like
the world has dumped its woes on
your doorstep. And you'll still be
loving it. A budget bargain.
RATING: The Baby-Eating Bishop
of Bath and Wells

All’s Fair

Theme Park - Bullfrog - £34.95

If you've ever wanted to build and
run your very own amusement
wonderland - perhaps inspired by
the fantastic losses of Eurodisney
(maybe you even invested in some
shares at £9 each...) - then Theme
Park is the game of your dreams.
Available only for 32-bit Amigas,
Theme Park has a similar structure
to Sim City. Starting with a green-
field site and a limited bank bal-
ance, you have to build your own
theme park and make it a success-
ful business.

As well as rides, which can be
made as big, exciting and daredev-
il as you can afford (but there are

safety penalties for being overzeal-
ous with your rollercoasters or
cranking up the power on the
roundabouts), you have to hire and

fire staff to keep the kiddies
amused and the park free of litter
and yobs, open refreshment
stands and still make the books

balance at the end of the month.

Each child in the park can be
clicked on to find out how much
money he has, whether he's hap-
py, bored or nauseous and what he
most wants to do. These will give
you clues as to how well you're
doing. In the meantime, you have
to keep a weather eye on your
computer-controlled competition,
with the overall intention of becom-
ing the world's most successful
theme park baron fixed in the back
of your mind.

Theme Park is a triumph for
Bull- frog. It shows just what can
be done when a brilliantly con-
ceived idea gets the right treat-
ment. Gra-phics and sound are
superb and the game is thorough-
ly addictive.

RATING: The Pope

OTHER GODS,

OTHER GAMES.

While the games above are the cream of the crop, there are plenty of
other Godgames around if your appetite has been whetted. This is by no
means a complete list, but here are the highlights.

Airbucks - Impressions - £34.95 - Emulate Richard Branson by setting
up and running your own airline.

Civilisation - MicroProse - £29.99 - Detailed, engrossing and brilliant,
lead your nation through the ages and into space before anyone else
beats you to it. Not recommended for apprentice Gods.

Detroit - Impressions - £34.95 — Another great concept. If you think
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Henry Ford should have sold the Model T in neon pink, try running your
own car company.

Populous Il - Bullfrog - N/A = More spells, more lands to conquer, more
fun to be had.

Sim City 2000 - Maxis - £34.99 - A great sequel to the granddaddy of
them all. You now are in charge of more stuff, like the water supply - and
there are loads of new 3D disasters to enjoy...

Sim Tower - Maxis - N/A = A new twist to the Sim theme sees a race liv-
ing in a high rise block that is rising higher bit by bit. Not available for the
Amiga currently.

Transport Tycoon - MicroProse - N/A — Not yet available for the Amiga
(take note 'Prose), this brilliant sequel is set in the future and is hooking
PC owners everywhere. AUI
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FACE THE GRIEF AND THE GLORY

Management and Arcade Action all in one great package!

PC CD-ROM: £29.99  AMIGA 1200: £24.99  PFAND
PC DOS: £24.99 A

AMIGA 500:£19.99 LG
Available from all good computer stores
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.&NCO For information contact Anco Software Ltd, Unit 7, Millside Industrial Estate, Lawson Read, Dartford, Kent DA1 5BH Tel: 01322 292513 Fax: 01322 293422
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hen Team loads up,

you are greeted with a

titte page which is laid

out in an somewhat un-
inspiring fashion. The font itself
looks In need of substitution. It's a
pity that more trouble wasn't taken
with menus etc. because that often
helps set the tone for the whole
game and the player’s first impres-
SI0NS.

Team Experience
in Team

In Team, there are league and cup
competitions, or you can play a
friendly. This is by far the best way
to start playing Team: you can see
how it works without having to slog
your way through several menus.
Select one team for yourself and
another for the computer or a
friend and you'll see the players
trotting out onto the pitch.

]
=
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L
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It's a game of two halves guv’nor. You've gotta give
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and as sick as a parrot.

TEAM Impact Software £LTBA

These chaps might look a tad
familiar. | think that they resemble
the figures in Sensible Soccer,
though they aren’t as smooth or as
detailed as their possible source of
inspiration. They are smaller and
somehow more frail looking and
lack the loveable animated antics
of the Sensible players, but per-
haps that is intentional.

There is a ref who bumbles aro-
und and sometimes gets in the
way of the players (nice touch).
The crowd dons scarves In the
colours of their chosen team and
moves about as play unfolds.

There are other things in com-

L JUERPOOL

mon with Sensible Soccer. You tap
the fire button to pass and hold it
down to shoot. Lift and bend can
be applied to the ball if desired,
which works quite well.

The graphics are acceptable,
though not outstandingly brilliant.
My impression is that the players
do not always control the ball accu-
rately and sometimes seem to let it
bobble away from them - at least
they did from me, when | played
the computer and lost by 20 - nil!l.

Of course, the computer teams
play marvellously, which may not
be encouraging to new players. In
Team's defence, this happens with
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all computer footie games, but with
practice the games generally be-
come worthwhile. It's usually the
lack of familiarity with a new con-
trol method that's the cause of the
problems.

Sound in Team is limited to a
few moans and groans, cheers
after goalmouth incidents, and the
noise of boot on ball. During drib-
bling, the match becomes eerily
silent and there could have been
some crowd noises to add extra
reality

There are a number of positive
features about Team. A compre-
hensive options menu allows for
the pitch type, wind and even ref-
eree strictness to be altered, which
are good ideas, while players who
score a goal do a muted celebra-
tion which is lively and entertaining
and the ref himself is actually quite
nicely animated.

Team, like many football gam-
es, aspires to the best in footie
entertainments which for me, and |
know I'm a fanatic, is the heights of
Sensible Soccer. This is no bad
ambition. However, genius in pro-
gramming is as rare as gentleman-
liness on the football field, and the
Sensible Software mob have set a
stangard that in my very partial
view is almost impossible for any-
one else to reach.

It's not surprising therefore
that Team, among a Wembley
Stadium-full of soccer games, can't
equal that. And doubtless Team's
programmer's would say they
weren't trying to, they were trying
to create their own individual soc-
cer game and their efforts were
aimed to all that implies. Effort has
certainly been put into Team, espe-
cially into the graphics, but we
can't judge a game on effort alone.
As in soccer, in computer games
it's results that count and, in my
view, the result that has been
achieved with Team still leaves
something to be achieved. AUI

Graphics: 65%
Sound: 42%
Gameplay: 36%

50%

Overall:
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PO Box 14, Louth
Lincolnshire LN11 8LF
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10 PD DISKS FOR A FIVER FROM OVER 9000 DISKS, BLANK
DISKS £2.50 FOR 10, FROM 17p IN BULK. WE ARE THE
CHEAPEST PD LIBRARY IN THIS MAGAZINE!!

OUR CATDISKS CAN BE DOWNLOADED FROM THE UK’S
COOLEST BBS, MIDNIGHT EXPRESS, ON 01384 865 626!
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V12-PD not only sell PD, but also offer sound sampling, digitizing, membership, commercial

games trade in and sales, blank disks, PD swaps, and even, by the time you read this, colour

scanning up to 24 bit in any resolution! We are the number one PD library, check this list of
services against any other library, we wipe the floor with 'em!

Howdy to all Amiga usersiiil ‘ 1
Well, what a lovely day it is for reading a long but interesting PD ad} You'll notice that our ads aren’t the intensely and mind numbingly boring lists of PD ritles, which
in our minds, mean nothing anyway. Let's start oft with a few simpile facts shall we, V1Z-PD is run by Amiga freaks, I'm not just saying thar, it's true! Want proof? Ok,

we have 19 Amigas, yes, 19, all of which are used each and everyday in the running of V12-PD. Now who else ean boast such a broadside of the world’s best computers?
No one, else, even the largest companies don't have as many as us. Need more proot! What about our prices? We sell disks cheaper than any other library in this or
any other magazine, just check any of the other libraries, none of them comes within a mile of our prices, which are

1-5 disks —65p each

6-9 disks — 60p each

10+ disks — 50p each

P& is SOp on any size order!
We have declared war on rip off PID prices, so we warned, competition!

It's all very well having cheapo PD, but whar else would make you shift to us trom vour usual supplier, after all, your regular PD library has loads of titles that we don't,
right! Wrongl ~ We have more titles than any other large PD library, not only do we have 9000 in the catalogue, but we can get just abour any other PD vou want
too. Just an example of what we have, 1-3860 of 17 Bit's library, 95% of Active Sottware’s, 90% of Ground Zero's, 95% of PD Soft's, 99% of Sofuware 2000's and masses
more. No only this, but we have 500+ that none of the above have. We import titles from Europe and the United States that are exclusively made for us, and our last
2 catdisks have had 1000+ titles added each month, that's at least 5 nimes more than most others! We're so perfect using us feels better than wiggling your toes on
your cat, and that's a promise!

But the main thing we have over the competition isourapproach to PD. We are fnendly, funny, and there's no chance you'll be baffled by business types because we don'’t
work that way (we don't work at all, erm, carry on!). Our eardisk is humorous, it's not the boring rubbish you see trom everyone else, the sort of thing you read and then
go around talking like NI{EEI Mansell for weeks, oh no, our catdisk 15 50 . We are true Amiga freaks, we now what ﬁ"ﬂpl{" look tor in sottware because we are lookine

for it too. Check out the new commercial game we stock, sword of honour, it 1s a brilliant Ninja beat em up arcade adventure, released only a few months ago and received

many good reviews. This is being retailed by us ar the outrageous price of £14.99, ves, practically budget price for a brand new game! We havea PD demo disk of the game,

<0 VYOu can v Detore vou I"::I'l_.-'!

We have everv PD ritle vou'lleverneed, and thensome! We stock all the latest demos, slides, animations, collections, games etc. Serious users get a truckload of utiliries,
huge quantities of clipart, tutonials on everything from DPaint, Imagine, Work hench and loads more. We have loads of educational titles for the little kids (and the
rather big ones too!), music fanshavea huge selection dedicated to them, thousandsof modules including a massive collection of modules disks compiled by us, samples,
music composing software and more. Artistic Amiga users get a huge range of art, loads of paint package, graphics converters, the list is endless (well, nearly!)

Because we have more titles than all the other competition there is a much berter freedom of choice for everyone, we have more of everything than anyone else, and
all of the titles the competition stock too, so why ain't vou at our party? Our service range is also totally out of the league of all other suppliers, we have equipment
that they can only dream about, sampling at up to and beyond CD quality, digitizing in true 24-bit, and now scanning to in 24 bit in any resolution you want (do you
know how much scanning hardware costs thar allows this level of resolution? If you have a weak heart, | won’t tell you!). Just ring and ask abour anything we offer,
we won't lie to you, honest, we ¢an answer the phone when it rings from 10amuntil 7pm 6 days a week (we spend all Sunday praying, oh what little cherubs we are!)

We aren't part time jockeys, full time professionals, with the full time service you can expect

Still not convinced! Right, we'll have to resort to torture then, pass the ear waggler someone! Naah, only kidding (or was 17) Our catdisk is the coup de grace, as we
said earlier (about a vear ago in reading time!) It is humorous, well presented and very easy to use. It auto detects workbench versions and adjusts itself accordingly
so there’s no compatibility worries, you can install all files to ram for a super speedy catdisk (100k crunched files in under a second!), or install utils for abour 20%
increase in speed. T here'salways free PD on it, its two disks of joy and happiness! Music, animation, art, commercial games list at ridiculous prices (no need for piracy
anymore!), like 3 quid for boxed originals of this year! We challenge any other PD library to put their catdisk up against ours and not be embarrassed.

Sewhart have you gorto lose? Our disks are all guaranteed, all we ask is you trust us. How do you get our two mystical lurve machine catdisks? It's dead easy, just send
3 first class tamps or 73p to our address above with your name, address, national insurance number, prison number, finger prints, at least 86 forms of identification,
14 photos, and a British Rail sandwich (we prefer cheese). Ok, just kidding, send your name and address with 3 first class stamps and we'll send you our 2 disk catalogue
witifref PD and details of all our services, membership schemes, all in a lurvely little jiffy that you can give grandad to keep his ‘baccy in afterwards! What more can
we say? Look ar it this way, would you rather spend 5 quid on PD and get 10 disks or 57 It’s up to you bur T'know what I's

A special hello to all our friend-1-poops in the Amiga industry, including Rob Daviau and tamily in Canada (Hi Rob!), Stefan Mansier in Holland, Freak of NFA,
aid Birch. Neil Painter (talk to me man!) and evervone else. Also hi to Tony Hickman at Amiga Format, please ring us more often, 3 times a day just isn't enough!

Hi Mum!

do (go down the pub with it!).

9000+ Titles, that’s more than a library with less than that!




o farmost TV or movie tie-in games have had

some sort of plot that links with the inspirational

material. Thomas the tank engine & friends
pinball does not. If ever there was a blatant piece
of marketing, then this is it. Take four pinball
table simulations and give them TV character
backdrops and theme tunes to draw in the little
kiddies.

And why not. This software is going to sell well
as it contains no sex, violence, or swearing. Has
lovable characters promoting it, and is challenging
to play. In fact it is the ideal Christmas present for
young and old alike.

Okay it may say for ages 3 and up on the box,

but | can assure you that table 4, Toby the tram
engine, is not that easy. The other three tables
have Thomas, the easiest, Percy, and James.
Difficulty can be increased by altering the tilt of the
table. The steeper the gradient, the faster the steel
ball travels.

Al1l200 & CD32

This, and other features such as sound and
keyboard controls, are altered from within the Fat
Controller's office. Here you can set up which keys
control the flippers - if you are playing on an
A1200, and so on. There is on-line help, but you
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David Ward
tackles the
gradients on
Alternative
Software’s new
Pinball Simulator
for playvers from
kids to wrinklies.
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will find the slim booklet that accompany’'s the
game’s two disks very useful. A CD32 version is
also available.

Not only do you get to read how difficultitis for
PC owners to get up and running, but you do get
a full run down on all the features of the four
tables. What to light up and how many points it
scores. How ramps and tunnels work. What ball
traps do (painful) and how roll-over gates affect
your score.

Muliltiplayer

Up to eight players can take part, saving their
high scores to disk. Games can be paused atany
time, which is very useful if somebody needs to
go wee-wees. Although | think players will tend to
hold on till they lose as it is such an addictive
game. Disk access is only required to load a
particular table, soonce agame is in progress the
floppy can be removed by a responsible person
for safety.

Apart from the table controls, flippers and ball
release, most other features are switched using the
function keys or via the mouse. Which, you must
admit, is much easier for youngsters to get to grips
with rather than trying to find what they want on the
arcane QWERTY keyboard.

The game's action is smooth and the flippers
respond quickly, but Pinball lllusions will still reign

supreme for the experienced player. For

youngsters, especially those mad about Thomas

and co, this is ideal. The only big gripe | had was

the time it takes the software to recognise the F-key
that starts the game.

Conclusion

Colleagues here at AUI were queuing up to play,
which proves that they are all big kids at heart and
thatthere is nothing wrong with this game. Our most
enthusiastic Thomas fan, young Luke (nearly 4),
signed away his father’s life to have this as an early
Christmas present. AUI

Overall Rating 93%

Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends Pinball
Alternative Software.
A1200 £16.99« CD32 £19.99« PC £16.99
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STAKEOUT

Scoring

The marks awarded to each PD
disk are based purely upon its
own merits and, of course, our
personal views. Value for money
and reliability are also taken into
account as well as features and
quality of the software.

Compatibility

The PD disks reviewed in this

issue were tested on an A1200
with a basic 2 megs of chip RAM.
Check with your PD supplier that
the disks you are ordering are
compatible with your Amiga.

ShareWare?

All freely distributable software
comes under the rather decept-
ive umbrella of “public domain”.
Quite a lot of this software is, in
fact, shareware. Shareware
means that if you like the
software, or use it regularly, the
author will request a reasonable
donation from£5to £20. There is
usually a note on the disk in-
forming you if the software is
shareware or regular PD.
Whether or not you send a
donation to the author depends
totally upon your level of
conscience and morals. Remem-
ber, if you send adonation to the
author, you may receive an
updated version of the software.
Even if you don't receive an
update, you will have given the
author the incentive to continue
contributing into the public
kdamain.
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F1 Licenceware

This is a neat puzzle game written in
Amos. The story behind the game
seems a little bizarre as half the popu-
lation of a planet went off-world and
turned nasty. They do, don't they?
They then came back and made life
miserable for those that were left be-
hind. (What can you expect from off-
world travellers. Have you seen Apolio
137)

A passing traveller decided to sort
out this evil lot by building a complex
tower into which the planet's popula-
tion was put - both good and bad. By
pulling the floors from underneath them
you cause the inhabitants to fall down,
hence the name of the game. Keep
the good (red) guys away from the
basement and all's fine. Drop the bad
(blue) guys down there and wave them
goodbye - permanently.

Unlike many games you probably
won'tneed acheatforthis, butitshould
give you plenty of hours of entertain-

The Public Domain

scene continues to

provide a

substantial support
for the Amiga, as

David Ward reports.

ment. You'll have played quite a few
worse games in your time. We have.
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PD Gold

No, this is nothing to do with the clas-
sic TV series. Remember Tanx? The
game where two tanks tried to destroy
each other across varied terrain. You
versus the computer. MASH is almost
the same except that you get ground
troops as well. And ground troops are
the appropriate words, for your foot
sloggers are potatoes. Yes, the tuber-
ous veggies. And they are armed to
the eye teeth.

Do spuds have eye teeth? Of
course they do. They certainly have
eyes. Just look in your vegetable cup-
board after a week or two, so they
must have eye teeth too. The tatties
arms in Mash are bazookas firing all
manner of ordnance. The same for
the accompanying tanks.

The object of the game is to get to

the enemy base before he gets to you.
Wow! That's a new idea isn't it? The
terrain can prove difficult, but the tank
can blast its way through, while your
spud men can become sappers and
build bridges or dig tunnels. While the

concept is not vastly original the ex-
ecution is very entertaining. The game
is highly appropriate to play on a ma-

chine equipped o
with custom -4
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TextEngine V3.8, Copyright @ MHicholas Harvey 19%%1-935.
B utingine.guid

Pixel Digital

Hmm...aword processor for£5. Seems
reasonable to me. Text Engine is a
very powerful little text editor that's
been written entirely in Assembler. This
latest version has a bang up-to-date
GUI interface that now uses your own
Workbench preferences and fonts.

There is a 36,000 word spell
checker that gives rather too many
useful suggestions, but you can re-
place dodgy words simply with a but-
ton press. The previous release re-
quired you to type in the replacement
word yourself.

There is a full cut and paste facil-
ity, along with lots of options for differ-

ent text types - italics, bold, etc. The
length of a document is only limited by
the amount of memory your machine
has, and the same goes for the clip-
board buffer too.

This is another excelient product
that would not be out of place in any-
one’s library of software. You might,
of course, already possess a word
processor, but nevertheless for the
cost of Text Engine, negligible really,
it could well be worth you getting itand
giving it a try as a possible alternative.

88%
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Jon Harris

Pool equals Trouble according to a
song from a Hollywood musical, and
they were quite right. The trouble
here is that you can spend hours and
hours and hours playing this game -
even with the strip option turned off.
Yes, this has a stripper and you can
choose male or female topless
opponents. (We're not so keen on
topless males)

The games can be played against
the computer or another, human,
player. The table and balls are
customizable, and play is easy to
controlvia keyboard or joystick. Fellow
AUI staff were amazed when |
managed to pot two balls with one
trick shot. This proves that | led a mis-
spent youth - and am leading an even
more ill-spent adulthood, perhaps.

Even for those who are put off by
the numbered balls that you see in
Hustler-type movies, Friday Night
Pool on the Amiga is a fun game and
provides plenty of entertainment. But
watch out if you have something else
to do as it may never get done.
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PD Gold

A very well thought out puzzle game
from Mexico, which is not a country
from which we get loads of software
for the Amiga. Written using Amos
by Ramses Moreno, with graphics
and sound by Tonatiuh Moreno, you
must control your three characters -
each has special powers - so that
you can get the McGuffin into a sort
of warp door. Once that is done your
characters get teleported to the next
level.

Beware the traps and the time
limit, neatly depicted by using a light-
ening sky behind a farmyard scene.
When the cock crows, that's yer lot.

Perhaps as the countries in Latin
America begin to forge ahead eco-
nomically we shall see more of their
software reaching the rest of the world.
What about a game called “Montezu-
ma's Revenge™? o
Oris that a
crap idea?
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Pixel Digital

Pixel Digital is a fully featured data-
base. Yes. One that you could use
without worrying about its limitations.
This is high quality Public Domain
material. There is no need to register,
it is absolutely free - well you have to
pay for the disk, umm... that's it really.

Finding this quality of product cir-
culating in PD is very rewarding for it
gives anyone the opportunity to learn
about and use a well-designed and
very usable database without having
to fork out lumps of cash for it. You
may later want to go on to a full com-
mercial product, but whatis more likely,
is that Fiasco will satisfy your needs
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AMIGA GVITARS

Pixel Digital

Four superb music tracks featuring
acoustic guitar. We all stopped work
here at AUlIsothat we could appreciate
the quality. This is an excellent
grouping of Amiga music and well
worth owning if you want to know just
how good music can be on our

favourite o

computer.
JANUARY 1996 « AUI m



Seasoft

Seasoft have brought out four sets of disks, each with an aviation theme.
Airshow has ten pictures taken from videos shot during the 1993 display season.
All the old favourites are here, from the Fairey Swordfish to the Red Arrows. The
latter showing what they can do. Most of the other pictures are of static aircraft.

There must be a market for things of the air. However, for fans of the Top Gun
persuasion, these disks could be an ideal present for themselves, or somebody
who will appreciate them.

o| RAF-FASTJETS 94% full

“RAF Fast Jets" is a useful guide to what the RAF operates today. Technical
details of each aircraft type, along with information on armaments, are given
when you click on the appropriate icon. Silhouettes are shown for each type,
plus camouflage and colour schemes expertly drawn by John Dell. Not exactly
a 'Janes’, but it is centainly a lot, lot, cheaper.

In the old days, the Soviets would have paid a fortune for this, and John le
Carré would have written a best seller about it called Tinker, Tailor, Soldier,
Software Programmer.
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Created using the Graphical Ad-
venture Creator (GRAC), | was quite
surprised to find Lethal Formula to be
an absorbing game. The graphics
aren't too bad either. While it doesn't
really reach the presentation stand-
ards of commercial games, it is, as
always, in this type of game, the
addictiveness of the gameplay that
matters and Lethal Formula, in spite
of sounding like the kind of Mel Gibson
film that you would go out of your way
to avoid, has its fair share of
‘absorbtion’ power.

Raven Software

As usual some mega-corporation has
stolen a secret formula and you, as
Professor Endsworth, must retrieve it
from their spaceship before it is sent
off to worlds unknown.

m AUl « JANUARY 1996
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_ ‘.' BATTLE OF BRITAIN

"‘--II'.';I-

ad

—

L
T T ¥ .
g :

T

Both Spitfire and Messerschmitt
Bf109 are hyperbook documents that
give the background and technical
details of these two famous WWiII
fighters. Well illustrated, the only thing
that lets the disks down is Hyperbook

Bf 108K flown by the Cerman Ace Jochem
Muachabarg from Gela in Sicily on
missions against the R.A.F. on Malts.

._'f-;l-_:'--. -

BT 108F-4/Tropicul , 6/J053 uwasd for attacks
Sninst the island of Malua, May 1943,

itself, Gold Disk's rather chunky (clunky) ‘multimedia’ utility.

Nevertheless, the enthusiasts of these Forties
rivals will revel in the nostalgia factor. After all, the
Battle of Britain was won and lost by them.
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PRO SERIES

BETTING

Ali Prior

The word is “dazzling” (well, his letters
do come on day-glo paper) which
describes the work of Ali Prior, whose
excellently put together betting pre-
diction packages must be made known
to you.

If you are a person who likes a little
flutter then Mr. Prior has a program for
you. Post him an S.A.E (25p) and 2
blank disks and he will send you the
demo version of whatever you want -
Football, Horses, Lottery, or Grey-
hounds.

The intelligent interface used in
his packages is very well designed
and simple to use. The only flaw
being the amount of data you have to
enter, especially for the pools predic-
tor, before you can get meaningful
results.

As someone from a family whose
main hobby was the dogs and horses,
| can appreciate how much easier this
software would have made our lives -
we might have won more often! (Or
even occasionally!)

Ali Prior does not tellus if he is a
millionaire yet, and since | do not bet,
| cannot comment on whether the
Pro series will actually make YOU or
the bookie richer. Nevertheless, if
you a punter, then you need all the
power you can get on your side and
these programs at least might give
you a sporting chance. And remem-
ber, roulette tables with more than
one zero are death! And so are black-
jack games
unless you can 94%
count the cards.




Another music disk, this time from
Poland. Warsaw to be exact. While
we would like to encourage the devel-
opment of any kind of software for the
Amiga and particularly from unusual

The Vark CLITUtilities disks have to
be among the best when it comes to
value for money. A simple menu front
end gives you access to five lists of
Shell only utilities and their associ-

ated document files. The 30 odd
programs range from disk speed test-
ers to programs designed to patch
requesters, grabs screens, randomize
modules, and create installation
scripts. There's even a sound sam-

pling program.
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The funny thing is that | have seen
quite a few requests from people who
wanted their Amiga to regain its powers
of speech after they upgraded from
1.3 to 2.1 and above. Due to some
dispute with Commodore the software
that used to do this was removed from
the ‘improved’ operating systems.

Squawky Talky does not give you
those powers back. Instead there are
a number of little programs that
improve the voice of your Amiga, but
you will need those important libraries
- translator and narrator first.

“This is your Amiga talking..." Ah
those were the good old days,

especially for people whose eyesight
wasn't that 0 )

Mon PD
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sources, and Poland is certainly not
too familiar to us, this has to consid-
ered well on the boring side of the
divide between east and west. Yawn
is, our Polish speaking AU/lstaff mem-
ber tells us, a Polish word meaning,
“Don’t give up your day job.” So that's
what we say about Intruders WOSP.

Roberta Smith DTP

A six disk animation set that
requires lots of RAM, 2Mb to
be precise. Charley Cat 12 has
been splitinto 4 episodes which
prompt you as to what disk
needs tobeinserted-i.e. 1,2,
y A s R e T I G D IR R,
2:1.2,1.,21,2,86, 1.6, 1,871,
6,1,6,1,6,and 1justtogetthe
first episode to load and run. It
lasts about a minute and a
quarter.

A ‘Cinemascope’
production, Cowboy Cats has
just the right sort of feeling to it.
It reminded of those spaghetti
westerns of the 60s that mixed
comedy with violence - not that
there is much in the way of
bloodshed. Anthony Whitaker,
the artist/animator, is no Sam
Peckinpah. Enjoyable.

PSSET isa platfnrm game whuch has
been produced in tribute to the old
Spectrum title by Ultimate. Guide your
‘robot’ to the various spraycans and
zap those bugs. Each aerosol has its
own particular powers - some good,
some bloody useless. AGA machines
only. (There was, believe it or not, a
filmcalled “PSSST", afree copy of this
game to the first reader who writes
and tells us who starred in it.)
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Graham Osbourne

| know what it is like working on disk
based magazines, so full marks to Graham Osbourne for making the effort. This
is a two disk issue (No.3) which contains game reviews, PD, reviews of serious
products, a cover story, swap shop, and freebie software.

The interface leaves a lot to be desired. It's not one of those glitzy demo