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I. INTRODUCTION 

It has been known for many years that the material called curare has the effect 
of causing muscular paralysis when injected into frogs or mammals. This 
material had been brought from South America to Europe in small quantities by 
explorers, and was known to have been prepared by the natives in the form of 
aqueous extracts and concentrates for use as an arrow poison. The samples 
available for scientific examination have varied so widely in botanical origin, 
physiological potency, and chemical constitution that it is only in recent years 

1 Aided by a grant from the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. 
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that definite information has been obtained about the chemical compounds 
responsible for the "curare activity" of the South American curare. 

The physiological effect of curare (curare or curariform activity) has been 
found to have useful applications in surgery and in the treament of spastic and 
other paralytic conditions. Furthermore, a large number of synthetic and 
naturally occurring organic compounds have been studied which have physio­
logical effects similar to, although in practically all cases less intense than, the 
active materials present in South American curare. 

The object of the present paper is to review the literature and to tabulate the 
compounds which have been reported to exhibit curare or curare-like activity in 
order to deduce, if possible, what units of chemical structure are responsible for, 
enhance, or reduce this activity. Other types of physiological actions which 
frequently accompany curare activity have been recorded. 

I I . HISTORICAL 

The paralyzing action of curare has been known for centuries. The first 
record of the primitive use of curare is in Hakluyt's description of Sir Walter 
Raleigh's contact with Indians of the Orinoco in 1595. Watterton and Brodie 
in 1815 demonstrated that death from curare was due to respiratory failure. 
Bernard in 1844 first described the location of the physiological action of curare 
as being at the junction of the nerve and muscle (myoneural junction). The 
paralytic action of curare led to its early investigation in causing relaxation of 
muscles in such convulsive conditions as epilepsy, rabies, tetanus, strychnine 
poisoning, and various tics. The non-homogeneity of the crude curare prepara­
tions made physiological investigations and clinical use difficult, with the result 
that chemical investigations were started (8,74). 

The chemical examination of curare preparations was first carried out in 1829 
by Roulin and Boussingault (187), who isolated a syrupy mass which they called 
curarine. In the period following, Buchner (18), Preyer (158), Sachs (188), and 
other workers isolated amorphous alkaloids for which they proposed various 
structures. Boehm (12) brought some order into the curare field when he showed 
that the South American curare preparations were of three kinds, distinguished 
by the type of container in which they were packed. They were (a) para, tube, 
or bamboo curare, packed in bamboo tubes, (6) pot curare, exported in small 
earthenware pots, and (c) gourd or calabash curare, packed in small gourds. 
Furthermore, Boehm showed that curare preparations contained several al­
kaloids of two general types: amorphous quaternary bases which produced the 
curare action, and tertiary bases which were inactive. The constitution of the 
various curare preparations depended on the botanical origin, which not only 
differed among the three types of curare but also differed from sample to sample 
of the same type. Curare was first believed to be prepared from South Amer­
ican Strychnos species, but later chemical evidence indicated that the alkaloids 
also occur in menispermaceous plants (86). 

King (129) isolated the first crystalline active alkaloid, d-tubocurarine chloride, 
from tube curare, and found that a dose of 0.5 mg./kg. produced complete curare 
paralysis of frogs, as compared to doses of 2.5-5 mg./kg. required of various 
curare preparations. He (129, 130) was able to show that d-tubocurarine 
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chloride was a diquatemary base with a bisbenzyltetrahydroisoquinoline type 
structure (see Section IV,D,1 on page 351 et seq. for the chemistry of the curare 
alkaloids). King's chemical evidence (131) indicated that there was a close 
relationship between the alkaloids of pot and tube curare. 

More recently, Wintersteiner and Dutcher (223) isolated d-tubocurarine 
chloride from a sample of South American curare which was known to have been 
prepared from only one plant species, Chondodendron tomentosum Ruiz and 
Pavon. This gave a source of a pure, active curare alkaloid and of standardized 
curare preparations, so that physiological and clinical investigations could be 
carried out with a greater degree of certainty. 

Investigations of gourd curare have not been as extensive as those of the other 
types. Wieland and coworkers (217-220) isolated a group of very active quater­
nary alkaloids from gourd curare, which have been shown by preliminary ex­
amination to be different in chemical nature from the other curare alkaloids 
(see Section IV,D, 1). Although these alkaloids are very active physiologically, 
some even more active than d-tubocurarine, no reports of any investigations as 
to their possible therapeutic value were found. 

I I I . CURARIFORM ACTIVITY 

A. PHYSIOLOGICAL ASPECTS 

Since Bernard's discovery of the peripheral location of the action of curare, 
many investigations as to the mechanism of curare action have been carried out. 
I t is generally agreed that the curare action is one of prevention, in some manner, 
of the transfer of impulses from the nerve to the muscle at the myoneural junc­
tion. 

The most widely accepted theory for the mechanism of neuromuscular trans­
mission is the acetylcholine theory, which states that an impulse from the nerve 
causes the formation of acetylcholine which in turn causes stimulation of the 
muscle. The acetylcholine formed by each impulse is quickly hydrolyzed by 
cholinesterase, and the process, which takes place at the myoneural junction, is 
repeated for each impulse of the nerve. Rosenblueth and coworkers (186a, 
210) postulated that there is a range of concentrations of acetylcholine to which 
the muscle responds. Response by the muscle does not occur if the concentration 
is below the "threshold of excitation" or above the "upper paralytic boundary". 
This postulate explains why the injection of acetylcholine or drugs that are 
known to inhibit the action of cholinesterase cause curare-like paralysis, since the 
acetylcholine would be present in concentrations above the upper paralytic 
boundary. Because curare does not interfere with the liberation of acetylcholine 
and does not inhibit the action of cholinesterase, they believed that the action of 
curare was one of raising the threshold of excitation of the muscle. Thus, it is 
postulated that although the usual amount of acetylcholine is produced by the 
impulse from the nerve, it is not enough to cause response by the muscle. 

The peripheral paralysis due to curare occurs in a definite order, so that the 
first signs of curare poisoning are dropping of the eyelids, drowsiness, loss of 
speech, and paralysis of the neck muscles. The extremities are then affected, 
followed by the muscles of the diaphragm; finally, death occurs from respiratory 
failure. A compound which produces a true curariform action has no effect on 



288 L. E. CEAIG 

the central nervous system or the heart. Reflexes are diminished but not 
abolished, and a paralyzed muscle returns to its normal state without showing any 
harmful effects. That death occurs from respiratory failure before other toxic 
manifestations are noted has been shown by giving dogs up to fifty times the 
ordinary lethal dose of a curare preparation without fatality by maintaining 
artificial respiration (8, 74). 

The nature of the action of curare led to early investigations as to the possible 
therapeutic use in treatment of various neuromuscular disorders. Some success 
has been attained in the use of curare for relaxation of muscles during surgery 
and for treatment of various convulsive states. The difficulties encountered 
because of non-homogeneity of preparations have been alleviated by the avail­
ability of purified, standardized preparations; however, the margin of safety is 
still low. Another disadvantage has been that it is ineffective orally (8, 86). 
Because of these difficulties, many other compounds which produce a curare-like 
effect have been investigated clinically, the most notable being certain erythrina 
alkaloids. Erythroidine and dihydro-^-erythroidine, the two erythrina alkaloids 
which have been used extensively, have shown considerable promise as ther­
apeutic agents, particularly because they are effective orally (20, 57). Their 
main disadvantage is that they do not have as intense and prolonged an action as 
the curare alkaloids (19, 20). 

Since the known drugs exhibiting curariform activity have certain disad­
vantages, it was hoped that a literature survey would furnish chemical infor­
mation that could be used in preparing new drugs or improving old ones. 

B. TYPES OF COMPOUNDS EXHIBITING CURARIFORM ACTIVITY 

Since the active curare alkaloids were quaternary, Brown and Fraser (15, 16) 
in 1868 attributed curariform action to the onium ion. Since that time many 
quaternary salts have been investigated, and it has been found that quaternary 
ammonium, sulfonium, phosphonium, arsonium, and stibonium salts all possess 
curare activity (5, 32, 102). The onium salts in the order of decreasing in­
tensity of curare action are as follows (167): 

(CH3)4N+ > (CHa)3S
+ > (CH3)4P+ > (CHs)4As+ > (CHs)4Sb+ 

Actually, the ammonium, potassium, and sodium ions and ions of other alkali 
metals have been shown to exhibit curare activity in varying degrees (5, 32). 
Attempts have been made, though with little success, to relate quantitatively the 
intensity of the curare action with the size (5, 117) and the mobility (167) of the 
cation, since it was the ionic nature of the material which seemed to be essential 
for the physiological action. 

Folkers and Major (57) isolated an active principle, which they called /3-ery-
throidine, from an extract of the seeds of Erythrina americana Mill., which had been 
known for some time to possess curare activity. Subsequent chemical investi­
gations showed that this compound contains a tertiary nitrogen instead of a 
quaternary nitrogen. This was the first example of a tertiary nitrogen com­
pound that exhibited a marked curare action and, as stated above, the action 
was of such a nature that the drug has been used clinically rather extensively. 
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During a systematic investigation of the pharmacological properties of a-
glycerol ethers, Berger and Bradley (9) in 1946 observed that certain of the 
compounds produced paralysis and marked muscular reaction. Further in­
vestigations of the most effective of these ethers, a-(o-tolyl)glycerol ether, 
showed that while the action was partially curare-like, it was mostly a depressant 
action in the spinal cord (9, 10). However the net effect, muscular paralysis, 
was the same, and this type of compound was proposed as a curare substitute. 

C. OTHER PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTIONS FREQUENTLY ACCOMPANYING 

CURARIFORM ACTIVITY 

Hunt and coworkers (99-116) and Renshaw and coworkers (163-183) pub­
lished a series of papers on onium compounds and their effect on the autonomic 
nervous system. They attributed three general types of action to quaternary 
ammonium compounds: curare action, muscarinic action, and nicotinic action. 

A muscarinic action is one of direct stimulation of smooth muscles, which is 
manifest in mammals by slowing of the heartbeat, depression of the blood pres­
sure, vasodilatation, miosis, bronchial constriction, salivation, and sweating 
(74). Renshaw (163) and Hunt (101, 102) used as a criterion for muscarinic 
activity the production of a fall in blood pressure which was prevented by 
atropine, the latter being a specific antagonist to muscarinic activity. 

A nicotinic action consists of a primary transient stimulation and a secondary 
more persistent depression of all sympathetic and parasympathetic ganglia. 
Thus, the first signs of a nicotinic action are a rise in blood pressure due to periph­
eral vasoconstriction, followed by a falling of the blood pressure due to vaso­
motor paralysis. In the stage of paralysis, nicotine thus manifests a curare-like 
paralysis which largely explains the fact that death from nicotine is due to 
respiratory failure (74). Renshaw (163) and Hunt (101, 102) distinguished 
between stimulating and paralyzing nicotinic actions of the onium compounds. 
Their criterion for a stimulating nicotinic action was a rise in blood pressure which 
was prevented by a large dose of nicotine. A compound was said to exhibit a 
paralyzing nicotinic action if it prevented the stimulating action of a small dose 
of nicotine. 

Since these physiological actions are exhibited by the same compounds which 
give curariform paralysis, they must be taken into consideration when investi­
gating compounds for possible therapeutic use. The presence of a stimulating 
nicotinic action would probably prevent the clinical use of a compound, although 
the paralyzing nicotinic action might not interfere and muscarinic action could 
be abolished by use of atropine. In the tabulation of compounds which possess 
curariform activity, the above physiological actions, when reported, have been 
indicated. 

D. METHODS OF MEASUREMENT 

The abolition of response of muscle to electrical stimulation of motor nerves 
has been used as a qualitative determination of curare activity (163). Several 
methods have been used in testing quantitatively for curare action. The most 
widely used has been the determination of the minimum dose necessary, when 
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injected into the lymph sac, to cause complete paralysis in the frog. Other 
animals have been used to a lesser extent in complete paralysis experiments, but 
such a determination is more convenient with frogs. 

The rabbit head-drop procedure (8, 31) is a rapid, accurate method for de­
termining the intensity of curare paralysis. The solution of the compound to be 
tested is injected slowly into the ear vein of a rabbit and the dose adjusted so that 
the neck muscles fail to lift the chin in 2\ to 3 min. The end-point is very clear 
and reproducible. The dose required to produce the above effect can be reported 
in milligrams per kilogram of body weight, or the volume of test solution neces­
sary to reach the end-point can be compared to a standard curare solution re­
quired to reach the same end-point in the same rabbit on the day preceding or 
following. In the second case the effectiveness of a compound is reported in 
units per milligram of the compound. A unit is defined as the activity of 1 
milligram of the standard curare powder; hence the larger the value in units per 
milligram for a compound, the more effective it is. 

Ing and coworkers (118-121) used isolated sartorius nerve-muscle prepa­
rations to determine the intensity of curare action. They measured the time for 
paralysis of the isolated nerve sartorius immersed in solutions of various com­
pounds in concentrations of 0.1, 1, and 10 millimoles per liter. 

IV. COMPOUNDS EXHIBITING CURARIFORM ACTIVITY 

Although all onium ions, in general, exhibit curariform activity to some extent, 
a literature survey of only the most effective of these, the quaternary ammonium 
compounds, seemed worthwhile. The quaternary ammonium compounds 
(tables 1 to 19) have been organized into four large groups: alkylammonium com­
pounds, arylalkylammonium compounds, heterocyclic ammonium compounds, 
and alkaloids. Each of these groups has been subdivided, with a table of related 
compounds for each subdivision. A definite order for listing compounds has 
been used in each table. The simplest and, in the case of the heterocyclic 
compounds, the most unsaturated derivatives appear first. That is, in the 
tetraalkylammonium derivatives the tetramethylammonium salt is listed first, 
followed by the compounds in which one methyl group is replaced by alkyl groups 
of increasing length, then by compounds in which two methyl groups have been 
replaced, etc. In the arylalkylammonium compounds the same general order is 
used with respect to the number of methyl groups on the nitrogen. In the 
heterocyclic compounds, the parent compound with simplest substituent is 
listed first, followed by increasing size and number of substituents, then by 
compounds of increasing saturation,—dihydro-, tetrahydro-, etc. 

The alkaloids have been subdivided according to types, with various deriv­
atives of each series listed in order of empirical formula or increasing substi­
tution. The only alkaloids occurring naturally as the quaternary salts are the 
curare alkaloids. Although the erythrina alkaloids are effective as tertiary 
bases, the other types of alkaloids must be converted to quaternary derivatives 
before marked curariform activity is exhibited. 

Table 20 contains the a-glycerol ethers, which have recently been proposed as 
possible curare substitutes. 
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In the discussion which follows each table the type of compound is taken up, 
with particular attention being given not only to the compounds which are most 
effective in their curariform activity but also to the effect of change of chemical 
structure or substituents on the various types of physiological action. Toxic 
doses of the various compounds have been recorded where possible in order to 
have this information readily available for consideration of margins of safety if 
any of the compounds are ever considered for drug use. 

Explanation of symbols in the tables 

The relative intensities of the types of actions are indicated by use of plus 
(+) signs. Three plus (+ + + ) signs indicate a very pronounced action; two, a 
pronounced action; and one, a weak action. If the action is reported to be 
present and no notation is given as to the intensity, it is indicated by the symbol 
©. A negative (—) sign indicates ihat the action was tested for and found to be 
absent. A question mark (?) indicates that the presence of the action is doubtful. 
In table 12 the letters d and p indicate depressor and pressor actions on the blood 
pressure. 

The salt used in determining paralyzing or toxic doses is indicated in the same 
column with the dose. The letters and underlined numbers in the toxic dose 
columns indicate whether the lethal dose is the minimum lethal dose (M) or the 
dose required to kill a certain per cent of the animals (50 = lethal dose for 50 
per cent of the animals; 80 = LD 80, etc.). The absence of any of these symbols 
indicates that the dose was merely reported as the lethal dose. The method of 
injection is indicated by the following: 

EL = endolymphal 
IP = intraperitoneal 
IV = intravenous 
OS = oral 
SC = subcutaneous 

The rabbit head-drop method and tests with the isolated nerve sartorius were 
discussed on page 290. 

A. ALKYLAMMONIUM COMPOUNDS 

1. Tetraalkylammonium compounds (table 1) 

In general, all of the tetraalkylammonium salts possess both curare and 
nicotinic action in varying degree. Muscarinic action may or may not be 
present. 

Tetramethyl- and trimethylalkyl-ammonium salts have very pronounced 
curare actions, a maximum effectiveness in the trimethylalkyl series being 
reached with the butyl and amyl derivatives. The paralyzing power of these 
derivatives compares favorably with curare, as shown by comparison of the 
effectiveness of trimethylbutylammonium iodide on the isolated nerve prepa­
ration with that of curare (see table 14). Trimethyloctylammonium iodide was 
investigated clinically (19), but it caused vomiting. The muscarinic and stimu-



TABLE 1 
Alkylammonium compounds 

Tctraalkylammonium compounds 

AMMONIUU 
COMPOUND 

Tet rame thy l -

to T r ime thy le thy l - . . 

to 
Tr ime thy lp ropy l -

Tr ime thy lbu ty l - . . 

T r ime thy l amy l - . . 

Tr imethyl iso-

Tr imethy lhexyl - . . 

T r ime thy l -

T r ime thy loc ty l - . . 

STRUCTURE 

(CHs) 4N+ 

(CHa) 3 N + C 2 H 6 

(Cn 3 J 1 N + CaH 7 

(CHi) 3N+C 1Ha 

(CHi)SN+CsH1 1 

(CH3) jN+ iaoCiHii 

(CHa)3N+CcHi3 

(CH 3 ) 3 N + C 7 His 

(CHa) 3N+C 8H 1 7 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Cu-
rari-
form 

action 

++ 

+ 

+ 

++ 

++ 

© 

++ 

++ 

++ 

Mus­
car­
inic 

act ion 

++ 

+ 

e 

+++ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

+ 

+ 

Stim­
ulat­
ing 

nico­
tinic 

action 

++ 

+ 
++ 

++ 

Para­
lyz­
ing 

nico­
tinic 

action 

++ 

Other 
actions Frogs 

mg./kg. 

Cl 10 E L 

1 E L 

1 E L 

TOXIC DOSES 

I 
I 
I 
Cl 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

3 0 I P 

3 I V 
33-50 SC 

20 S C 

43 I P 

68 I P 

19 I P 

18 I P 

24 I P 

28 I P 

60 I P 

Miscel­
laneous 

mg./kg. 

C a t s 
C l 100 S C 

Ca t s 
8-10 SC 

R a b b i t a 
10-12 SC 

PARALYZING DOSES 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

Cl 5 E L 

CI 10 E L 

Cl <10 

Minutes to 
paralyze iso­
lated nerve 

sartorius 

millimoles/ 
l i ter 

1 I 10 

minutes 

I 5.7 

I 15 

I 10 

I 2 .5 

I 5.5 

I 6 

I 6.5 

3.5 

REFERENCES 

(5, 21 

101, 

117, 

122, 

162, 

(5,120 

203, 

(5,120, 

211) 

(5,101 

120 

211) 

(5, 32, 

162, 

193, 

32, 

102, 

120, 

146, 

211) 

146, 

211) 

162, 

,117, 
162, 

120, 

192, 

211) 

(32, 193, 

211) 

(5,117,120, 

123, 162) 

(5,120,162, 

211) 

(4, 5,117, 

120, 162, 

211) 



( C H 5 ) J N + C J H 1 J 

( C H J ) 1 N + C 1 2 H J I 

(CHj)JN+C1 6H3I 

( C H J ) 2 N + ( C J H S ) J 

C H J N + ( C 2 H 5 ) , 

C H J N + ( C H J ) , 

(C 2IIs) 1N+ 

Tr ime thy lnony l - . 
T r ime thy lduode -

cyl-
T r i m e t h y l c e t y l - . . 
D imethy ld ie thy l -

Methy l t r i e thy l - . . . 

M e t h y l t r i b u t y l - . . 
Te t rae thy l -

Tr ie thylpropyl - . . 
T r i e thy lbu ty l . . . 
T r i e t l i y l amy l - . . . 
T r i e t h y l o c t y l - . . . 
D ie thy ld ibu ty l - . 
E t h y l t r i b u t y l - . . . 

co T e t r a p r o p y l - . . . . 

T r i p r o p y l b u t y l - . . 
Te t r abu ty l -

Te t r aamyl -

Benzyl t r imethyl -

p-Ni t robenzyl-
t r i m e t h y l - . . . 

« -Phenyle thyI t r i -
me thy l -

( C 2 H 1 ) J N + C H 1 

( C 2 H I ) J N + C H J 

( C H S ) J N + C S H , I 

( C 2 H E ) I N + C 8 H 1 , 

( C H S ) 2 N + ( C I I J ) 2 

C 2 H S N + ( C I I 9 ) J 

( C 1 H T ) 1 N + 

( C H 7 ) , N + C t I I > 
( C I I J ) 1 N + 

( C S H M ) 1 N + 

C H 2 N + ( C H j ) 3 

O 2 N ̂  \ V= 
C H 2 N + ( C 

/ ^ 
V 

C H , 
I 
C H N + ( C H 1 ) , 

I 60 46 I P 

Cl 25 E L 
30 SC 

Cl 107-120 SC 

71 SC 

I 50 

C a t s 
C l >250 SC 

17 
24 
52 

25 
19 

SC 
SC 
SC 

SC 
SC 

41.5 I P 
35 S C 

I 50 44 I P 

B r 55 SC 

B r 20 

C l 13 E L 

Cl 20 E L 

Cl 20 E L 

I 30 

Cl 20-60 

B r 40 

Br 100 

34 

255 

300 

I 11.5 

I 6.5 

(4 ,5 ) 

(24, 120) 
(161) 
(120, 146, 

162) 
(117, 120, 

146, 162) 
I (101) 

(21,32,101, 

102, 111, 
120, 123, 
146, 162, 
211) 

(136) 
(101, 136) 

I (136) 

(136) 
(101) 
(101) 
(32,101, 

117, 121, 
162, 211) 

(101) 
(101,117, 

121, 162) 
(211) 

(4, 24, 39, 
101, 140, 
161) 

(24) 

(4, 39, 111) 



TABLE I—Continued 

AMMONIUM 
COMTOUND 

0-Phenylethyltri-
metliyl-

(0-Phenyl-a-meth 
ylethyl)tri-
methyl-

N) 
CO 
*• (0-Phenyl-/3-

methylethyl)-
trimethyl-

Y-Phenylpropyl-
trimethyl-

(Y-Phenyl-a-
methylpropyl)-
trimethyl-

4-PhenyIbutyltri-
methy 1-

6-Phenylamyltri-
methyl-

STRUCTURE 

S \ CII2CII1N+(CH1), 

CH, 

f ^CH2CHN+(CH,), 

CH, 

€ ^CHCH2N+(CH,), 

^ ^(CH,),N+(CH»), 

CH, 

{~/(CHi)'"Ir!CIIl)' 

\ = / ' 
:(Cnj),N+(CH,), 

/• \ =/' 
(CHj)1N+(CH1), 

Cu-
rari-
fortn 
action 

© 

PHAKMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Mus­
car­
inic 

action 

++ 

-

-

-

Stim­
ulat­
ing 

nico­
tinic 

action 

+++ 

++ 

++ 

© 

+ 

Para­
lyz­
ing 

nico­
tinic 
action 

-

-

-

Other 
actions Frogs 

mg./kg. 

TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

I SO 18.5 IP 
Br 80 SC 

I SO 31 IP 

I SO 92 I P 

I SO 10.5 IP 

I SO 26 IP 

I 50 29 IP 

I SO 33 I P 

Miscel­
laneous 

mg./kg. 

[PAKALYZTNG DOSES 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

Br 15 

I 30 

Minutes to 
paralyze iso­
lated nerve 
sartorius 

Millimoles/ 
liter 

1 J 10 

minutes 

REFERENCES 

(4, 24, 111, 
140, 161) 

(4) 

(4, 24) 

(4) 

(4) 

W 

(4) 



Benzy l t r io thy l - . . . 

/J-Phenylethyl-
t r ie thyl-

P- (p- Hydroxy-
phenyl )ethyl-
tri methyl-

0-(p-Ethoxy-
phenyl)e thyl -
t r imethyl -

0-(3,4-Dihydroxy-
pl ienyl) e thyl-
t r imethyl -

i 

0-{3,4-Dimeth-
oxy phenyl )eth-
yl tr i inethyl-

(Phenylcyano-
methy l )methy l -
diethyl-

(Phenyleyano-
methy l ) t r i e thy l 

Furfuryl t r i -
methyl -

K V H 1 N + ( C H 8 ) , 

^ ^CH2CH2N+(C2H1,), 

H O ^ ^CII2CH2N+(CII,), 

C2H1O^ '^CII2CHjN+(CH,), 

H O ^ ^CH2CH2NHCII,), 

HO 

CH)O^ ^CH2CII2N+(CH,), 

CH,0 

CN 

^ ^CHN+(C2II5)J 

CII, 

CN 

( ^CIIN+(C2H6), 

UU. 
N+(CII3), 

ffi 

© 

-

-

-

-

_ 

-

" 

++ 

— 

-

+++ 

+ 

+++ 

© 

-

+ 

© 

++ 

© 

+++ 

+++ 

© 

© 

160 SC (101) 

I 80 SC I 5.7 (111, 117, 
120) 

I 52 55 IP I 5-10 (3, 6, 111, 
140, 211) 

(140) 

(6, 111) 

(140) 

I M 380 SC (111) 

I M 200 SC (111) 

I 50 io S C (37,150) 



TABLE !—Concluded 

AMMONIUM 
COMPOUND 

a -Fury le thy l -
t r imethyl -

F u rf ury 1 d imetli-
y le thyl-

^ Fur fury ld imeth-
g ylpropyl-

Fur fury ld imeth-
ylisopropyl-

F u rf ury 1 d j m e t h -
y lbu ty l -

Fur fury ld imeth-

Tetrahydrofur-
f ury l t r imethy- . 

STRUCTURE 

ij J CTI3 

I0]
1CHN4 (CH1), 

( 0 l c i I 2 N + ( C I I , ) 2 

C 2H 5 

l 0 ] ' c i I a N + ( C I I 3 ) 2 

C 3 H 7 

1I0ICn2N
+(CH3)J 

isoC|H7 

n 
LJciI,N+(CH,), 

I 
C 1Hs 

I 0 ICI I 2 N + (CI I J ) 2 

C1II11 

loJciI,N+(CII,), 

PUAEMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Cu-
rari-
form 

action 

Mus­
car­
inic 

action 

© 

++ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

© 

Stim­
ulat­
ing 

nico­
tinic 

action 

+ 

+ 

© 

Para­
lyz­
ing 

nico­
t inic 

action 

© 

© 

Other 
actions Frogs 

mg./kg. 

TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

I 60 400 S C 

I 50 ioo S C 

Miscel­
laneous 

mg./kg. 

PARALYZING DOSES 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

Minutes to 
paralyze iso­
lated nerve 

sartorius 

Mil l imoles/ 
l i ter 

1 [ 10 

minutes 

REFERENCES 

(39) 

(37, 38, 39) 

(37) 

(37) 

(37) 

(3 7) 

(37, 38) 



Tet rahydrofur -
f u ryldi m e t h y l -
ethyl-

Carbopiper idino-
me thy l t r i -
m e t h y l -

/3-(3-Indolc)othyl 
t r imc thy l -

Hydroxy methy l -
t r imethy l -

Iodomethy l t r i -
me thy l -

Ni t romethy l t r i -
m e t h y l -

^ 0- I Iydroxyethyl -
1 ^ t r imethy l -

0-ChloroethyI-
t r imc thy l -

/S-Bromoethyltri-
mc thy l -

0-Cyanoethyl t r i -
me thy l -

/9-Aminoethyltri-
me thy l -

0-(Methylamino) 
e thyl t r imethyl-

C y a n o m e t h y 1 di-
e t h y l m e t h y l - . . 

a -Cyanoe thy ld i -
e t l i y lme thy l - . . 

' x K C I T j N ^ C H , ) , 

C3U8 

O 

NCCII 2 N H (CII 1 ) , 

S \ —1ICH 2 CII 2 N + (CI I , ) , 

^ / N H 

11OCHsN + (CHi)J 

I C H 2 N + ( C n 1 ) I 

N O J C I I 2 N + ( C H I ) I 

H O C I I 2 C H 2 N + ( C H I ) I 

C I C H 2 C H 2 N + ( C H I ) I 

B r C H 2 C H 2 N + ( C H 1 ) I 

N C C I I 2 C H 2 N + ( C H I ) I 

H 2 N C I I 2 C I I 2 N + ( C H I ) , 

C H J \ 
N C H 2 C n 2 N + ( C H i ) J 

H 

N C C I I 2 N + ( C 2 H i ) 2 

C H i 

C H i 

N C C H N + ( C 2 H t ) 2 

C H i 

Cen t ra l 

depressant 

C e n t r a l 

depressant 

C e n t r a l 
depressant 

I 50 700 S C 

I M 80 S C 

Br M>1500 S C 

I M 250 S C 

I 250 SC 

I 400 S C 

(37, 38) 

(196a) 

(140, 196a) 

(102) 

(111) 

(30, 153) 

(30,35,116, 
211) 

(30, 35) 

(30,35,153) 

(153) 

(99) 

(99) 
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lating nicotinic actions shown by these compounds would probably prevent any 
therapeutic use. 

The successive replacement of methyl groups with other alkyl groups reduces 
the muscarinic action to such an extent that tetraalkyl derivatives other than 
tetramethyl are devoid of muscarinic action. The replacement of methyl groups 
with ethyl groups reduces the intensity of curare action; however, the intensity 
again increases in the tetrapropyl- and tetrabutyl-ammonium compounds. 
The nicotinic action shows no general trends in these variations of the molecular 
structure. 

Substitution of one alkyl group by an alkyl group containing a phenyl group, 
such as benzyl, /3-phenylethyl, etc., in most cases eliminates the muscarinic 
action without affecting appreciably the other actions. However, triethyl-
benzyl- and triethyl-/3-phenylethyl-ammonium salts possess neither muscarinic 
nor stimulating nicotinic actions, and the latter possesses a very pronounced 
curare action on the isolated nerve sartorius. Alles (4) showed that the intro­
duction of a methyl group in the phenylalkyl chain in the position a to the 
nitrogen greatly decreases both muscarinic and nicotinic actions. 

Furfuryltrialkylammonium salts possess both muscarinic and nicotinic 
actions, but no information is available on their curare action. Fellows and 
Livingston (37) reported that saturation of the furan ring decreases the physio­
logical potency with little effect on the toxicity. 

2. Neurine derivatives and analogues (table 2) 

Neurine acts in accord with the rule concerning the relation between the 
physiological actions of compounds containing saturated and unsaturated groups 
(32), which states that the unsaturated compounds are more toxic and generally 
more effective physiologically than the corresponding saturated compounds. 
Neurine is more toxic and has more pronounced muscarinic and nicotinic actions 
than ethyltrimethy!ammonium salts. Hunt and Renshaw (102) reported that 
neurine also possesses a depressant action on autonomic ganglia. In general, 
all derivatives and analogues of neurine possess curare actions, but they also 
have marked muscarinic and nicotinic actions. Of this series, only ethynyl-
trimethylammonium salts are reported to possess a very pronounced curare 
action (191). 

8. Muscarine derivatives and analogues (table S) 

Muscarine is the drug responsible for the poisonous effects of certain species of 
mushrooms. It has no curare or nicotinic action. I t has such a definite action 
that the term "muscarinic" is used to designate the particular response of heart, 
smooth muscle, and glands to its stimulation. The criterion for muscarinic 
action was discussed on page 289. The analogues of muscarine have never been 
found to possess any marked curare activity (68, 74). 

4- Choline derivatives and analogues (table J1) 

Choline possesses the three pharmacological actions of quaternary ammonium 
bases,—muscarinic, nicotinic, and curariform. Derivatives of choline may 



TABLE 2 

Alkylammonium compounds 

Neurine derivatives and analogues 

AMMONIUM COMPOUND 

Vinyltrimethyl-. 
(Neurine) 

Allyltrimelliyl-.. 
(IIomoneurinc) 

Isocrotyltri-
mcthyl-

7-PhenyIaIlyltri-
methyl-

/3-Methoxyallyl-
tr imethyl- . . . . 

Trimcthinetri-
methyl-

E thy nyl t rimethy 1 -

STRUCTURE 

C H 2 = CHN+(CII3) 3 

CH 2 =CHCH 2 N + (CI I S ) 3 

C I I 3 C H = C H C I I 2 N + ( C H 3 ) 3 

v ^ C H = C H C I I 2 N + ( C H 3 ) : , 

OCII3 

I 
C H 2 = C C H 2 N + ( C H 3 ) , 

CHv 
Il )>CHN+(CH 3) 3 

C H X 

H C = C N + ( C H 3 ) , 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

C
ur

ar
if
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m

 
ac

ti
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-
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+ + 

M
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ti
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++ 

++ 

++ 
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­
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ti
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e 

e 

-

O
th

er
 a

ct
io

ns
 

Ca­
thar­
tic 

TOXIC DOSES 

mg./kg. 

1-2 SC 

M 30 EL 

mg./kg. 

Br M 73 SC 
O H M 46 SC 

2 . 5 I P 
Cl M 200 SC 
I M 250 SC 
OH M 130 SC 

I 50 21 I P 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

Rabbi ts 
40-50 SC 

Cats 
Br 1-5 

>20 mg. 

1 mg. 

REFERENCES 

(101, 102, 
107, 
211) 

(101, 107, 
116) 

(211) 

(4) 

(85) 

(211) 

(32, 191, 
211) 



TABLE 3 

Alkylammonium compounds 

Muscarine derivatives and analogues 

CO o 
O 

AMMONIUM COMPOUND 

(a-Pormyl-/3-hydroxybutyl)trimethyl 
(Muscarine) 

Formylmethyltrimethyl-

Acetonyltrimethyl 

/3-Formylethyltrimethyl-

/3-Formylethyltriethyl-

STRUCTUKE 

O 

Il 
(CHs)3N+CHCH 

CHOH 

I 
CH2CII3 

O 

Il 
(CHa)3N+CH2CH 

O 

Il 
(CIlJi)3N+CH2CCH3 

O 

Il 
(CH3)3N+CII2CH2CH 

O 

Il 
(C2Ht)3N+CH2CH2CH 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Curari-
form 

action 

Musca­
rinic 

action 

+++ 

© 

e 

© 

Stimu­
lating 
nico­
tinic 

action 

Para­
lyzing 
nico­
tinic 

action 

TOXIC 
DOSE 

Frogs 

ntg./kg. 

IEL 

PARALYZING 
DOSE 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

Cl 300 

REFERENCES 

(2, 30, 32) 

(14, 66) 

(14, 24) 

(14) 

O 

(14) 
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TABLE 4 

Alkylammonium compounds 

Choline derivatives and analogues 

CHOLINE DERIVATIVE 

Choline 

Pormylcholine 
co Acetylcholine. 

Acetyl-d3-choline.. . . 
Chloroacetylcholine. 
Propionylcholine. . . . 
Butyrylcholine 
Isobutyrylcholine. . . 
Valerylcholinc 
Lactylcholine 

Phenylacetylcholine. 

STRUCTURE OF CATION 

HOCH2CH2N+(CH3)3 

HCOOCH2CH2N+(CH3)3 
C H 3 C O O C H 2 C H 2 N + ( C H 3 ) S 

Ci3COOCH2CH2N+ (CH3) , 
ClCH2COOCH2CH2N+(CH3)3 

C2H5COOCH2CH2N+(CH3)S 
C3H,COOCH2CH2N+(CH3)s 
iso-C3H,COOCH2CH2N+(CH3)s 
C4H9COOCH2CH2N+(CHs)S 
CHsCHOHCOOCHaCH2N+(CH3)s 

A 

CH 2 COOCH 2 CH 2 N + (CH 3 ) 3 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

g 
JZ n 

+ 

U 

rt 2 
U -M 

3 at 
S 

e 

++ 
+++ 

++ 
e 

++ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

++ 
+ 

a 
.2 •2 

:ui 

O 

Z 

e 

e 

++ 
© 

++ 
+ 
© 

++ 

B.9 

I. 
TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

Cl M 740-50 SC 

Cl M 310 
Br M 300 
Cl 50 20 
Cl 50 170 
Cl 5000 

SC 
SC 
IV 
SC 
OS 

Br M 700 SC 

Cl M >500 SC 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

Cats 
M 250IV 

Rats 
2 2 I V 

250SC 
2500 OS 

PARALYZ­
ING DOSE 

mg./kg. 

Mice 
500 



Phenylpropionylcho-
line 

Succinoylcholine. . . . 

Bonzoylcholine 

Anisoylcholine 

p-Nitrobenzoylcho-
line 

ra-Nitrobenzoylcho -
line 

C H 2 C H 2 C O O C H 2 C H 2 N + ( C H 3 ) . , 

CH 2 COO CH2 CH2N+C CH 3 ) , 

I 
C H 2 C O O C H 2 C H 2 N + ( C H 3 ) S 

COOCH 2 CH 2 N + (CH 3 ) 3 

V 
OCH 3 

C O O C H 2 C H 2 N + ( C H J ) 3 

NO 2 

COOCH 2CH 2N+(CH 3 ) 3 

/ \ N O 2 

V 
C O O C H 2 C I I 2 N + ( C H S ) 3 

++ (115) 

(115) 

++ CI M 2000 SC (115, 116) 

(115) 

(115) 

(115) 



CHOLINE DEJtIVATIVE 

Benzilylcholine 

w 
° Carbamylcholine. . . . 

(Carbaminoylcho-
line) 

Dibutylcarbamylcho 
line 

Diamylcarbamylcho-
line 

Diphenylcarbamyl-
cholinc 

STRUCTURE OF CATION 

rA / \ 

C COOCH2CH2N+( CH 8) , 

I 
OH 

H2NCOOCH2CH2N+(CH3) 3 

N(C 4 IL) 2 

I 
COOCH2CH2N+(CH5)J 

N(C5Hn)2 

I 
COOCH2CH2N+(CH3)3 

N(CH6) , ! 

COOCIl2CH2N+(CH3)3 

TABLE 4—Continued 

FHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

.3" 

+ + + + 

U 

++ 

TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

Cl 
Cl 
Cl 
Cl 

50 
50 

0.5 IV 
1.5SC 
0.3 IV 
3 OS 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

PARALYZ­
ING DOSE 

mg./kg. 

REFEKENCES 

(119) 

Ra t s 
4 SC 
0.1 IV 

40 OS 

(2, 37, 38, 
74, 135, 
149) 

(203) 

(203) 

(203) 



Glycylcholinc 

iV-Trimethylglycyl-
cholinc bromide 

Choline nitr i te 

CO 
O 
Cn 

Choline dimethylphos-

Choline methyl ether.. 

Choline ethyl ether . . . 

Choline propyl ether. . 

Choline butyl e t h e r . . . 

Choline hydroxyethyl 

1 I 2 N C I I 2 C O O C H 2 C H 2 N + ( C H 3 ) 3 

B r N + ( C H a ) 3 

CH2COOCH2CH2N+(CII3)3 

(CH3) 1,N+CH2CH2ON=O 

O 

(CIIs) 3 N + CH 2 CH 2 ON 
\ 

O 

(CHn)3N+CH2CH2O 

\ 
SO 2 

/ 
(CH 3 )N + CH 2 CII 2 O 

(CH3) 3N+CII2CH2OPO (OCII3)2 

CII3OCH2CH2N+(CH3)I, 

C2II6OCII2CH2N+(CH!,), 

C I 1 I I 7 O C I I 2 C H 2 N + ( C H 3 ) I , 

C4ll90CII2CH2N+(CH3)3 

H O C H 2 C H 2 O C H 2 C H 2 N + ( C H 3 ) 3 

-

-

e 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

++ 

© 

© 

-

© 

+++ 

++ 

- -

M 

M 

Cl M 

210 SC 

1000 SC 

44 SC 

Frogs 
2 0 E L 

Frogs 
2 E L 

Frogs 
Cl 30 

(224) 

(224) 

(2, 30, 35 
128) 

(30, 32, 35 
102) 

(105) 

(105, 174) 

(35, 194) 

(35, 194) 

(30, 35) 

(194) 

(24) 



TABLE 4—Continued 

CHOLINE DERIVATIVE 

Choline vinyl ether. . 

Choline benzyl ether. 

w Choline phenyl ether. 

Choline o-tolyl ether. 

Choline m-tolyl ether. 

Choline p-tolyl ether. 

Choline p-ethylphenyl 
ether 

Choline p-tert-butyl-
phenyl ether 

STRUCTURE OF CATION 

CH2=CIIOCH2CH2N+ (CH3), 

CH2OCH2CH2N
+(CH3), 

^ xX)CH2CH2N
+(CH3)3 

^ ^OCH2CH2N+(CH3), 

CH3 

<f ^X)CH2CH2N+(CH,), 

CH3 

CH- ^ // OCH2CH2N+(CII,), 

C2H6<i JX)CH2CH2N+(CH,), 

(CH3)3C<^ JX)CH2CH2N+(CH3), 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

L P 
++ 

+++ 

a a 

.StJ 

11 

+ + 

+ + 

•1« 
boTS 

• S S 

+ + 

TOXIC DOSES 

Br 

Cl 

Br 

Br 

Br 

Br 

Br 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

38 

85 

20 

42 

29 

85 

500 

SC 

SC 

SC 

SC 

SC 

SC 

SC 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

PARALYZ­
ING DOSE 

mg./kg. 

REFERENCES 

(194) 

(114) 

(105, 114) 

(114) 

(114) 

(114) 

(114) 

(114) 



Choline 2-isopropyl-5-
mcthylphcnyl ether 

Choline p-hydroxy-
phenyl ether 

Choline p-acetoxy-
phenyl ether 

Choline o-methoxy-
phenyl ether 

Choline p-methoxy-
o phenyl ether 

Choline p acetamino-
phenyl ether 

/J-Ethoxycholine ethyl 
ether 

Dicholine ether 

a-Methylcholine 

CH(CHa)2 

S ^ OCH 2 CH 2 N + (CH 3 ) , 

CH, 

HO<i Z)OCH 2 CH 2 N + (CH 3 ) , 

CH 3 COO V // OCH 2 CH 2 N + (CH 3 ) , 

^ 
^ X ) C H 2 CH 2 N + (CH 3 ) , 

OCH, 

CH3O ^ _ / -OCH2CH2N+(CH3) , 

CH3CONH ^ // OCH2 CH 2 N + (CH 3 ) , 

(C2H5O)2CHCH2N+(CH,)., 

CH 2 CH 2 N + (CH 3 ) , 

/ 

\ 
O 

CH 2 CH 2 N + (CH 3 ) , 

CH 3 

HOCH 2 CHN + (CH 3 ) , 

e 

-

e 

+ 

e 

e 

e 

e 

Br M 500 SC 

Br M 230 SC 

Br M >1400 SC 

Br M 100 SC 

Br M 600 SC 

Br M 170 SC 

Cl M 1000 SC 

(114) 

(107) 

(107) 

(107) 

(107) 

(107) 

(14) 

(30, 35) 

(100) 



TABLE 4—Continued 

CHOLINE DERIVATIVE 

Aeetyl-a-methylcho-
line 

Propionyl-a-mcthyl-
o choline 

Isovaleryl-a-methyl-
choline 

a-Bromoisocapryl-a-
methylcholine 

Benzoyl-a-methylcho 

line 

STRUCTURE OF CATION 

CH3 

I 
CIIaCOOCH2CIIN+(CH3), 

CH3 

C2II5COOCH2CHN+(CHa)3 

CH3 CH3 

\ I 
C H C H 2 C O O C H 2 C I I 

/ I 
CH3 N+(CHa)3 

CH3 Br CH3 

\ I I 
C I I C I I 2 C I I C O O C H 2 C I I N + (CIIa), 

/ 
CH3 

CII3 

I 
C6H5COOCH2CHN+(CIIa)3 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

=1 d 

C C 
M.2 

Ii 
-s§ 

13 1 

TOXIC DOSES 

mg./kg. 

Cl M 350 SC 

Cl M 1600 SC 

Cl M 1600 SC 

Cl M 1000 SC 

Cl M 900 SC 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

PARALYZ­
ING DOSE 

mg./kg. 

REFERENCES 

(75, 100, 
125) 

(100) 

(100) 

(100) 

(100) 



Phenylacetyl-a-mcthyl 
choline 

a-Methylcholine 
phenyl ether 

Acetyl-a-isobutylcho-
line 

a-Benzylcholine 

Acetyl-a- (p-hydroxy-
benzyl)choline 

Aeetyl-a-(a-p-hydroxy-
phenylethyl)cho-
line 

a-Phenyleholine 

CH3 

I 
C 6 H 6 C H 2 C O O C H 2 C H N + ( C H 3 ) , 

CII3 

I 

C6H6OCH2CHN+(CH3) 3 

CH3 

CH2CHCH3 

I 
C H 3 C O O C H 2 C H N + ( C H 3 ) 3 

CH2C6H6 

I 
HOCH2CHN+(CH3)3 

CH; 
< // 

CH3COOCH2CHN+ (CH3), 

OH 

CH3CH <, JX)K 

C H 3 C O O C H 2 C H N + ( C H 3 ) 3 

C6H6 

HOCH2CHN+(CH3), 

e 

e 

e 

© 

© 

Cl M >2000 SC (100) 

(114) 

(75, 125) 

(141) 

(75, 125) 

(75, 125) 

(141) 



CHOLINE DERIVATIVE 

|3-Methylcholine 

M Acetyl-|3-methylcho-
o line 

Propionyl -0-methyl -
choline 

Benzoyl-/3-methylcho 
line 

Carbamyl-j3-methyl-
choline 

STKUCTUEE OF CATION 

HOCHCH2N+(CH3)3 

CH3 

CH3COOCHCH2N
+(CH3)3 

I 
CH3 

C2H6COOCHCH2N
+(CH3), 

I 
CH3 

CH3 

I 
C6H6COOCHCH2N+(CH3)3 

CH3 

I 
H2NCOOCHCH2N

+ (CH3) 3 

TABLE 4—Continued 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

3« u 

3.2 

I" 

+ + + 

+ + 

U 
Jl 

+ 

I l 

•51 

+ 

TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

Cl M 630 SC 

Cl M 175 
Cl 50 90 
Cl 50 20 

SC 
SC 
IV 

Cl M 1080 SC 

Cl 50 120 SC 
Cl 50 10 IV 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

Cats 
75SC 
20IV 

750OS 

PARALYZ­
ING DOSE 

mg./kg. 

HEFEEENCES 

(74, 113, 
116) 

(2, 38, 74, 
113, 116, 
141) 

(113, 194) 

(116) 

(149, 203) 



/?-Methylcholine 
methyl ether 

/3-MethyIeholine ethyl 
ether 

/3-Methylcholine iso-
propyl ether 

£2 /3-Methylcholine butyl 
1-1 ether 

/S-Chloromethylcho-
line 

Acetyl -|8-chloromethyl 
choline 

Benzoyl -/3-chloro-
methylcholine 

/3-Hydroxymethylcho-
line 

CH3 

CH3OCHCH2N+(CH3)S 

CH3 

C2H6OCHCH2N+(CH3) , 

CH3 CH 3 

I I 
CHOCHCH 2 N + (CH 3 ) , 

I 
CH3 

CH3 

C 4H 8OCHCH 2N+ (CH 3 ) , 

CH2Cl 

HOCH CH 2N+ (CH 3 ) , 

CH2Cl 

CH3COOCHCH2N+(CH3)3 

CH2Cl 

I 
C6H5COOCHCH2N+(CH3)., 

CH2OH 

HOCHCH2N+(CH3)3 

+ I M 110 SC (114, 195) 

Cl 50 250 SC 
Cl 50 30 IV 
I M 140 SC 

(2,114,140, 
149, 194) 

+ I M 220 SC (114) 

(195) 

Cl M 500 SC (116) 

Cl M 365 SC (116) 

Cl M 356 SC (116) 

Cl M 1800 SC (116) 



CHOLINE DERIVATIVE 

Acetyl-/3-acetoxy-
methylcholine 

M Benzoyl-jS-benzoyloxy-
Eo methylcholine 

Acetyl-/3-ethylcholine.. 

/3-Ethylcholine methyl 

/3-Ethyleholine ethyl 

/3-Ethyleholine propyl 

STRUCTURE OF CATION 

CH2OCOCH3 

I 
CH3COOCHCH2N+ (CH3), 

CH2OCOC6H5 

I 
C O H 6 C O O C H C H 2 N + ( C I I 3 ) , 

C2H6 
I 
I 

CH 3 C00CHCH 2 N + (CH 3 ) 3 

C2H6 

I 
CH3OCII CH2N+(CII3)3 

C2H6 

I 
C2II6OCHCH2N+ (CH3) j 

C2H6 

I 
C3H7OCH CH2N+(CHj)3 

TABLE 4—Continued 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 
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Cl 

Cl 

TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

M 1000 SC 

M 1200 SC 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

PARALYZ­
ING DOSE 

mg./kg. 

REFERENCES 

(116) 

(116) 

(195) 

(195) 

(195) 

(195) 



(S6T) 

(S6I) 

(96T) 

(961) 

(S6T) 

(S6l) 

(S61) 

(96T) 

(S6T) 

+ 

+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

H5HO)+M5IIOHOO9IfO 

6IfO 

'(8HO)+N8HOHOO11HO 

6H f0 

' ( ' H O ) + N 8 H O H O O O O 8 H O 

I 
6IfO 

H8HO)+N2HOHOO11H5O 

'H8O 

8C=HO)+N5HOHOO6IrO 

'H8O 

'(8IIO)+N2HO HOO5H8O 
I 

'H8O 

'(8IIO)+N8HOHOO8HO 
I 

4H8O 

' ( 8 H O ) + N 8 H O H O O O O 8 H O 

4H8O 

'('HO)+N5HOHOO6H5O 

9H8O 

j o q j o 
jjfH+o 3u;ioq3iJf+ng-g/ 

j o q j o 

JiCq foui 0uiioqojiC+ng-j/ 

• oui joqojjC'jiiq-g'- JJC+O o y 

JOlJ+O 

jjCuit! ouijoqojiCdojj-g/ 

-10HTO m 

jiC+nq ouijoqojiCdojj-g/ ^ 

JOq+O 

JjCq1JO oui joqoj iCdoj j - j / 

j o q j o 
JjCq+OiH ouijoqojjCdojj-gf 

oui j 

-OqOJjCdOJd-JZ-JiC1JOOy 

joq-jo 

jiC+nq ouijoqajjCq-ja-gf 



CHOLINE DERIVATIVE 

/?-ButyIcholine butyl 

" /3 Phenylcholine 

/S-(p-Hydroxyphenyl)-

/3- (p-Mcthoxyphenyl) -

STRUCTURE OF CATION 

C4H9 

I 
C4H9OCHCHoN+(CH3), 

C6H6Cl 

HOCI 

H 

H 

H 

a2 

ICH2 

A 
I 

V 
OCH 

OH 

A 
OCH 

OC 

A 
( V 

OCH 

N+(CH8), 

CH2N+(CH3), 

CH2N+(CH,), 

H, 

CH2N+(CH3), 

TABLE !—Continued 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 
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TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

PARALYZ­
ING DOSE 

mg./kg. 

REFERENCES 

(196) 

(196) 

(140) 

(140) 

(136, 140) 



JV-Methylephedrine 
methohydroxide 

Aeetyl-iV-methylephed-
rine methohydrox­
ide 

d-iV-Methylephedrine 
methohydroxide 

Z-JV-Methylephedrine 
methohydroxide 

dZ-iV-Methylephedrine 
methohydroxide 

d-AT-Methyl-^-ephed-
rine methohydroxide 

CH3 

i 
HOCHCHN+(CH3), 

I 
CeH6 

CH3 

I 
C H 3 C O O C H C H N + ( C H 3 ) , 

CsH6 

CH3 

I 
HOCHCHN+(CH3)3 

I 
CsH6 

CH3 

HOCHCHN+(CH3), 
I 

C6H6 

CH5 

I 
HOCHCHN+(CH3), 

I 
CsH6 

CH3 

HOCHCHN+(CH3), 

I 

M 270 SC 

+ 

+ 

Frogs 
130 

Rab­
bits 
15 

(24, 117) 

(114) 

(140) 

(140) 

(140) 

(140) 



TABLE 4—Continued 

CHOLINE DERIVATIVE 

Z-iV-Mcthyl-f-ephed-
rine methohydrox-
ide 

dZ-JV-Methyl-^-ephed-
rinc methohydrox-
ide 

a-Ethyl-/3-phenylcho-
line 

/3,/3-Dimethylcholine... 

STRUCTURE O I CATION 

CH3 

I 
HOCHCHN+(CH3)-, 

I 

CH3 

I 
HOCHCHN+(CH3), 

I 
CttHfi 

C2I16 

I 
HOCHCHN+(CH3), 

I 
CeHj 

CH3 
I 
I 

HOCCH2N
+(CHa)3 

I 
CH3 
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PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 
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TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

Cl M 700 SC 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

PARALYZ­
ING DOSE 

mg./kg. 

KEPERENCES 

(140) 

(140) 

(140) 

(116, 140) 



/3-Methyl-/3-ethyl-
choline 

/3-Mcthyl-^-phenyl-
choline 

Formocholine 

Acetylformocholine 

^5 Formocholine methyl 
t<i ether 

Formocholine ethyl 
ether 

Formocholine propyl 
ether 

Formocholine allyl 
ether 

Formocholine butyl 
ether 

Formocholine isobutyl 
ether 

CH 3 

HOCCH 2N+(CHs) 3 

I 
C2H6 

CH 8 

HOCCH 2 N + (CH 3 ) , 

C6H6 

HOCII 2N+ (CH 3 ) 3 

CH3COOCH2N+(CHj)3 

CH 3OCH 2N+ (CH3) 3 

C2H6OCII2N+(CH3)3 

C3H7OCH2N+(CH3)J 

CH 2 =CHCH 2 OCH 2 N + (CH 3 ) 3 

C4H9OCH2N+(CHs)3 

5So-CJI9OCH2N+(CH3)S 

© 

© 

© 

© 

++ 

© 

++ 

© 

© 

© 

Cl M 610 SC 

Cl M 450 SC 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 
Cl 

M 

M 

M 
M 

70-75 

> 170 

37 
40 

SC 

SC 

SC 
SC 

I M 52 SC 

I M 71 SC 

I M 
I M 

54 SC 
52 SC 

(116) 

(116, 136) 

(107, 116) 

(102) 

(35, 107, 
110, 116) 

(35) 

(35, 110) 

(107) 

(35, 107) 

(107, 110) 



TABLE 4—Continued 

CHOLINE DERIVATIVE 

7-Homocholine 

Acetyl-7-homochol-
ine 

Benzoyl-7-homochol-
ine 

g 7-Homocholine 
methyl ether 

7-Homocholine allyl 
ether 

7-Homocholine 
phenyl ether 

7-Phenylhomocholine 
methyl ether 

(a-Methyl-/3-phenyl-/3-
hydroxyethyl)di-
methylethyl 

STRUCTURE OF CATION 

HO(CH2)3N+(CII3)3 

CH3COO(CH2)3N+(CH3)3 

C6H6COO(CH i !)3N+(CH3) J 

CH3OCH2CH2CH2N+(CH3)3 

CH 2 =CHCH 2 O (CHj) 1N+ (CH,) , 

C6H6OCH2CH2CH2N+(CHs)3 

I 
CH3OCHCH2CH2N+(CH3)3 

i* 

© 

© 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 
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TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

Cl M 170 SC 

Cl M 70 SC 

Cl M 270 SC 

Cl M 180 SC 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

Ammonium compounds related to choline 

CH3 

I 
HOCHCHN+(CH3)2 

I I 
CeHs G2H.5 



0-Benzilyloxyethyl-
dimethylethyl 

/3-Benzilyloxyethyl-
dimethylisopropyl.. 

/3-Benzilyloxyethyl-
dimelhylpropyl 

/3-Benzilyloxyethyl-

w dimethylallyl 
CO 

/S-Benzilyloxyethyl-
dimcthylbutyl 

/3-Benzilyloxyethyl-
dimethylamyl 

/3-Acetoxyethyldi-
methylbenzyl 

(C6H6)2COHCOO(CH2)2N+(CH3)2 

I 
C2H5 

(C6H6) 2COHCOO (CH2) , N + ( C n , ) 2 

CH 3 CHCH 3 

(C6H6)2COHCOO(CH2)2N+(CH3)2 

I 
C3H7 

(C6H5) 2COHCOO (CH2) 2N+ (CH3) , 

C H 2 C H = C H 2 

(C6II6)2COIICOO (CH2) 2N+(CH,), 

I 
C4H9 

(CeHs) 2COHCOO(CH 2 ) 2N+ (CH,) j 

C6Hu 

CH3COO(CH2)2N+(CH3)2 

CH2CeHj 

e © 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

Cl 50 
CI 50 
Cl 50 

Cl 50 
Cl 50 

Br M 

40 
160 

1000 

40 
75 

750 

IP 
SC 
OS 

IP 
SC 

SC 

(119) 

(119) 

(119) 

(119) 

(119) 

(119) 

(108) 



CHOLINE DERIVATIVE 

(a-Methyl -/3-phenyl -
/3-hydroxyethyl)di-
methylbenzyl 

CO 

g y-Benzilyloxypropyl 
dimethylethyl 

18-(Dibutylcarbamyl-
oxy) ethyldimethyl 
ethyl 

j3-(j>-Aminobenzoyl-
oxy) ethylmethyl di 
ethyl 

STRUCTURE OE CATION 

C6H5CHOHCHN+(CH3)2 

I I 
H 3 C CH2C6H5 

(C6H5)2COHCOO(CH2)3N+(CH3)2 

I 
C2H6 

C2H6 

I 
(C1Hs)2N COO(CII2)2N+(CH3)2 

CH3 

I 
COOCH2CH2N+(C2H5)2 

NH 2 

TABLE~4—Continued 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

+ + 

TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

Cl 50 90 I P 
Cl 50 550 SC 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

PAKALYZ-
j ING DOSE I 

mg./kg. 

REFERENCES 

(140) 

(119) 

(155) 

(83, 84) 



(SIT) 

(611) 

(911) 

(801) 

(911) 

(611) 

(611) 

(18 '£8) 

OS 

OS 

OS 

OS 

OS 

OS 

J I 
OS 

001 

OSl 

085 

001 

Oi 

0S9 

SS9 
OSl 

M I 

OS 1Q 

m io 

w Ja 

M IO 

OS IO 

OS IO 
OS IO 

© 

© 

© 

-

++ 

-

-

8 (5H2O) +M2HO2HOO5HO 

' ( 9 H 5 O ) + N H 2 H O ) O O O H O O 2 C 1 H 9 O ) 

8 (5H2O) +N2 (2HO) 00O5H9O 

8 C H 2 O ) + M 2 I I O 2 H O O O O = H O 

'(5H2O)+M2HO2HOOII 

8HO 

2 C H 2 O ) + M H 2 I I O ) O O O H O O 2 C H 9 O ) 

'HO 

2 C H 2 O ) + M 2 C H O ) O O O H O O 2 C H 9 O ) 

8HOOOMH 

'HO 

I V 
2CH2O) +M2HO2HOOOO 

lH%9 

-iJ'j[Xq'iaXxoq'l0j7\[-£f 

lA+ai-n 
-[XqtoXxo[X[izuog-g/ 

TyCq+oi-P 
-[XqioXxo[Xozuaa-£( 

iAia 
- U ^ I J O J ,9JfXO^aSy-E/ 

T^HtO 
-UI[Xq t3/fxojpifjj-gf 

[Xq+OIp[XqIOUi 

[XdojdX XO[X[T zuog-X. 

[XqioipjXqioui 

-[XqIOJfXO[X[IZUOaJ/ 

[Xq+oip[Xq toui 

-[Xq1IO(XxO[XoZ 

-uoqouiurBiooy-cQ-g/ 



CHOLINE DERIVATIVE 

/3-Ethoxyethyltri-
ethyl 

0-Butoxyethyltri-
ethyl 

0-Phenoxyethyltri-
ethyl 

P- (2-Methylphenoxy) 
ethyltriethyl 

/3-(3-Methylphenoxy) 
ethyltriethyl 

|3-(4-Methylphenoxy) 
ethyltriethyl 

P- (4-Ethylphenoxy) -
ethyltriethyl 

STRUCTURE OF CATION 

C2IIjOCH2CH2N+(C2H5), 

C4H9OCII2CH2N+(C2H5)3 

// % 

OCH2CH2N+(C2H5) 3 

OCH2CH2N+(C2Hs)3 

CII3 

>OCH2CH2N+(C2H6)3 

CH 5 

CH3<f >OCH 2CH 2N+(C 2H 6 ) 3 

// •% C2H6<f >OCH 2 CII 2 N + (C 2 H 5 ) 3 

TABLE 4—Continued 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

V-
M 
E-S 

+ 

M 

TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

I M 

I M 

M 

Br M 

320 SC 

230 SC 

180 SC 

210 SC 

Br M 25 SC 

Br M 70 SC 

Br M 90 SC 

Miscellaneous 

PARALYZ­
ING DOSE 

REFERENCES 

mg./kg. 

(112) 

(112) 

(112) 

(114) 

(114) 

(114) 

(114) 



/3-(4-«er<-Butyl-
phciioxy)ethyltri-
ethyl 

/3-(2-Isopropyl-5-
methylphenoxy) -
ethyl triethyl 

/3-Hydroxypropyltri-
ethyl 

/3-Acetoxypropyltri-
! ethyl 

0?-Benzoyloxypropyl 
triethyl 

(/3-IIydroxy-7-chloro 
propyl) t r ie thyl . . . . 

(/S-Acetoxy-7-chloro-
propyl)triethyl .. . 

(i8-Benzoyloxy-7-
chloropropyl) tri -
ethyl 

(CH,) ,C<f >OCH 2 CH 2 N + (C 2 H 6 ) 3 

H 3 O 

/ S o C H 2 C H 2 N + ( C j H 6 ) , 

CH(CHs) 2 

CH 3 

HOCHCH2N+(C2H6)S 

CH 3 

I 
CH3COOCHCH2N+(C2H6)3 

CH 3 

I 
C6H6COOCHCH2N+(C2H5)., 

CH2Cl 

11OCHCH2N+(C2II6), 

CH2Cl 

I 
CH3COOCHCH2N+(C2H6) , 

CH 2Cl 

CsII6COOCH CH2N+(C2H6)S 

Br M 35 SC (114) 

Br M 190 SC (114) 

Cl M 180 SC (HO) 

Cl M 101 SC (116) 

Cl M 320 SC (HO) 

Cl M 370 SC (116) 

Cl M 209 SC (116) 

Cl M 122 SC (116) 



CHOLINE DERIVATIVE 

P ,7-Dihydroxypropyl-

P, Y-Diacetoxypropyl-

/3 ,7-Dibenzoyloxypro-

Methoxymethyltri-
cthyl 

Kthoxymethyltri-
ethyl 

Alloxymethyltriethyl.. 

/3-BenzilyloxyethyI-
diethylpropyl 

STRUCTURE OF CATION 

CH2OII 
I 

11OCHCH2N
+(C2H6);! 

CH2OCOCH, 

I 
C H 3 C O O C H C H 2 N + ( C 2 H S ) 3 

CH2OCOC6H5 

C6H6COOCHCH2N
+(C2H6) , 

CH3OCH2N
+(C2H6), 

C2Il50CII2N
+(C2II6)3 

CH2=CHCH2OCH2N+(C2H6), 

(C6H„)2COHCOO(CH2)2N
+(C2H6)2 

I 
C3H7 

TABLE 4—Continued 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION TOXIC DOSES 

•si 
3 Cj 

'++ 

MS 

++ 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

Cl M 620 SC 

CI M 460 SC 

Cl M 150 SC 

I M 85 SC 

I M 100 SC 

I M 120 SC 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 



(9IT) 

(9TT) 

(9TT) 

(9TT) 

(9TI) 

(9TI) 

(9TT) 

(9IT) 

(9TT) 

OS 

OS 

OS 

OS 

OS 

OS 

OS 

OS 

OS 

S9 

ZQ 

091 

OTT 

081 

OZl 

00SI 

00* 

089 

W IO 

W IO 

M IO 

M IO 

M IO 

M IO 

W IO 

K IO 

K IO 

6CH5O)+M8HOHOOH 
I 

1O8HO 

5 (1H8O) +N1HOHOOOO5H9O 

'HO 

'('H=O)+N8HOHOOOO=HO 
I 

8HO 

8CH=O)+N8HOHOOII 

8HO 

8CH8O)+N8HO8HOOOO5H9O 

8CH8O)+N8HO8HOOH 

8CH8O)+N8HO8HOOOO9H9O 

(OSi)1 1H5O 

8 C H 8 O ) + N 8 H O 8 H O O O O 5 H O 

I 
(OSi) " H 9 O 

8CH8O)+N8HO8HOOH 
I 

( o s i ) " H » o 

— j A d o j d u j Q A d o j d 

-ojoiqo-A.-AxojpAjj-£f) 

j A d o j d u + 

-jAdojdAxojAozuag-Ef 

jAdojd 

-u+[AdojdAxo+93y-Ef 

jAdojd 

-u+ iAdojdAxojpAjj-£f 

jAdojd N 

-UJjAq (aAxOjAoZUag-Ef 

jAd 

OJdIJ+JAqIaJfXOJpAjJ-Ef 

lAraraosijjCqja 

-ipjAq+oAxo[Aozuag-£f 

jAureosijAq +a 

-ipiAqjaAxojaay-gf 

[AuiBOsi[Aq+a 
-ipiAq+aAxojpAjj-$f 



TABLE 4—Continued 

CHOLINE DERIVATIVE 

((3-Acetoxy-7-chloro-
propyl)tri propyl — 

((3-Benzoyloxy-7-
chloropropyl)tripro 
pyi 

/3,7-Dihydroxypropyl 
tripropyl 

0,7-Diacetoxypropyl-
tripropyl 

/3,7-Dibcnzoyloxypro-
pyl tripropyl 

/3-Hydroxyethyltri-
amyl 

/3-Acetoxyethyltri -
amyl 

STBUCTURE OF CATION 

CH2Cl 
I 

CH3COOCHCH2N
+(C3H,), 

CH2Cl 
I 

C6H5COOCHCH2N
+(C3H7)-, 

CH2OH 
I 

HOCHCH2N
+(C3H7)-, 

CH2OCOCH3 

I 
CH3COOCHCH2N

+(C3H 7), 

CH2OCOC6H5 

I 
C6H6COOCHCH2N

+(C3H 7), 

HOCH2CH2N
+(C5Hn)3 

C I I 3 C O O C H 2 C H 2 N + ( C 5 H U ) 3 

PHAEMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

0 0» 

;a 
o u 

•a a I 
TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

Cl M 170 SC 

Cl M 60 SC 

Cl M 250 SC 

CI M 200 SC 

CI M 100 SC 

Cl M 150 SC 

Cl M 145 SC 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 



(OTT) 

(911) 

(9TT) 

(9TT) 

(9TT) 

(9TT) 

(9TT) 

(9TT) 

OS ttl W 10 

OS OSS W IO 

OS 00T> IM 10 

OS 6£ M IO 

OS OSI M IO 

OS OTS M IO 

OS 8£ W IO 

OS OSl W IO 

(9TT) OS 06 JNt IO 

(9TT) OS 9£ IM IO 

H 1 1 H 5 O ) + N 2 H O H O O O O 9 I I 9 O 

I 
5 H 9 OOOO 5 HO 

H n I I 50)+N 5HOHOOOO £HO 
I 

5 HOOOO 8 HO 

H11H5O)+N2HOIIOOH 
I 

HO 5 HO 

0 C H 5 O ) + N 5 H O I I O O O O 5 I I 9 O 

I 

1O5HO 

H 1 1 H 5 O ) + N 5 H O H O O O O 5 I I O 

I 

1O5HO 

H 1 1 H 5 O) + N 5 HOHOOH 

I 
1O5HO 

E (' 'H5O) + N 5 H O H O O O O 5 I I 0 O 

I 
8HO 

H 1 1 H 5 O ) + N 5 H O H O O O O 5 H O 

I 
8HO 

H11H5O)+N5HOHOOH 
I 

£ H 0 

H11H9O)+N5HO5HOOOO5H9O 

[XuTBu+[Xd 
ojdXxo[XozuaqiQ-'L' $ 

[Xureui 
[XdojdXxotooraiQ^' £/ 

[Xureu(i 
[Xdo jdXxo j p X u i Q ^ ' # 

[Xure 
- u i ([Xdojdojo[ip 

-A.-Xxo[Xozu9g-g) 

[Xureu+([Xdojd 
-ojo[T[a-X.-Xxoiaay-g/) 

i 

[XuiBU+([Xdoid 

-OJO[I[3--t~XxOJpXjJ-£/) 

[XUIBU') 

-[XdojdXxo[Xoznog -g 
[XUIB 

-ui[XdojdXxo+aoy-£l 

[XtUB 
-U1J[XdOJdXxOJpXfJ-Si 

[Xure 
- Uq [Xi[iaXxo[Xozuag-£f 



CHOLINE DERIVATIVE 

Tctra(/3-hydroxy-
ethyl) 

j8-Acetoxyethylt,ri (/3-
hydroxycthyl) 

Dimethyloxazolium. . . 
CO 
to 
OO 

/3-Acetoxyethylmethyl-
morpholinium 

/S-Ethoxyethylmethyl-
morpholinium 

/3-Benzilyloxyethyl-
methylpiperidinium. 

STRUCTURE OF CATION 

N+(CH2CH2OH)4 

CH 2 CH 2 OCOCH 3 

I 
N+(CH2CH2OH)3 

O 
N + ( C H 3 ) , 

I / 

(/ X N + CH 2 CH 2 OCOCH 3 

CH 3 

/ 
O 

\ 

/ \ 

NN J 

I 
C) 

X N + CH 2 CH 2 OC 2 H 6 

— / \ 
CH3 

^ - C H 3 OH 

I 
H 2 CH 2 OCOC(C 6 Hs) 2 

TABLE 4—Continued 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 
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TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

Cl M > 1500 SC 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

PARALYZ­
ING DOSE 

mg./kg. 

REFERENCES 

(108) 

(108) 

(35) 

(140) 

(140) 

(119) 



Ammonium compounds related to sulfur derivatives of choline 

/3-Sulfhydrylethyltri-
methyl 

/3-Acetylthioethyltri-
methyl 

18-Sulfhydrylpropyltri 
methyl 

Acetylthiomethyltri-
methyl 

M Methylthiomethyltri-
o methyl 

Ethylthiomethyltr i-
mcthyl 

Propylthiomethyltri-
methyl 

Isopropylthiomethyl-
trimethyl 

Butylthiomethyltri-
methyl 

Isobutylthiomethyl-
trimethyl 

HSCHjCH 2 N + (CH,) , 

C H 3 C O S C H 2 C H 2 N + ( C H ; , ) ; , 

CH, 

I 

HSCHCH 2 N + (CHs) 3 

CH3COSCH2N+(CH3) , 

CH 3 SCH 2 N + (CH,) , 

C 2 H 6 SCH 2 N + (Cn, ) , 

C I I 7 SCH 2 N + (CH, ) , 

iso-C,H 7SCH2N+(CH,), 

C4H9SCH2N+(CH,);, 

!So-C4H9SCH2N+(CH,), 

++ 

++ 

e 

© 

© 

+ 

+ 

+ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

© 

© 

++ 

-

-

++ 

++ 

© 

© 

© 

++ 

++ 

© 

— 

Br M 26 SC 

I M 120 SC 

Cl M 40 SC 

I M 66 SC 

I M 66 SC 

I M 80 SC 

I M 67 SC 

Cats 
0.15-2.2 

(110) 

(173, 179) 

(87, 172) 

(119) 

(110) 

(110) 

(110) 

(HO) 

(110) 

(110, 112) 



CHOLINE DERIVATIVE 

Ethylsulfonylmcthyl-

Propylsulfonyl-
methyltrimethyl 

Butylsulfonylmethyl-

Isobutylsulfonyl-
methyltrimethyl 

STRUCTURE OF CATION 

0 

T 
C2H5SCII2N+(CH3):) 

I 
O 

O 

T 
C3H JSCII2N+(CII3)S 

I 
O 

O 

T 
C4H9SCH2N+(CH3)S 

I 
O 

0 

T 
IsOC4H8SCH2N+(CH3)S 

I 
O 

TABLE 4—Concluded 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 
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en 

6 
'c S 

fc 
!I 
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S O 4 M 

S O 4 M 

S O 4 M 

S O 4 M 

TOXIC DOSE 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

60 SC 

50 SC 

28 SC 

43 SC 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

PARALYZ­
ING 

DOSE 

mg./kg. 

REFERENCES 

(HO) 

(HO) 

(110) 

(HO) 



Mcthylthiomethyltri-
cthyl 

Ethyl thiomethyltri-
ethyl 

Isopropylthiomethyl-
tr iethyl. . . . : 

Isobutylthiomethyl-
tricthyl 

CU3SCH2N+(C2H,), 

C2H5SCH2N+(C2H6) , 

CH 3 

CH3CHSCH2N+(C2Hs)3 

SsO-C4H9SCII2N+(C2H6)J 

-

-

-

-

++ 

© 

++ 

I 

I 

I 

I 

M 

M 

M 

M 

80 

120 

95 

95 

SC 

SC 

SC 

SC 

(112) 

(112) 

(112) 

(112) 
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possess all, none, or varying combinations of these actions. Esterification of the 
hydroxyl group greatly increases the muscarinic action. Acetylcholine and 
acetyl-/3-methylcholine have such effective muscarinic action that they have 
been used clinically in the treatment of various diseases, particularly those of 
blood vessels (74). Carbaminoylcholine is less readily hydrolyzed in the body 
than the above esters, and therefore has a more prolonged action and is effective 
orally. 

Unna and coworkers (213) reported that carbaminoylcholine in extremely 
small doses greatly enhances and prolongs the curarizing effect of /3-erythroidine. 

The alkyl ethers of choline have a somewhat more effective muscarinic action 
than choline but are less effective than the esters. The aromatic ethers are 
devoid of muscarinic action and have very marked nicotinic actions. 

A methyl group in the a- or /3-position on the hydroxyethyl chain seems to have 
little effect on the activity. Acetyl-/3-methylcholine is as effective as acetyl­
choline and has a more prolonged action, since it is somewhat less readily hy­
drolyzed. Other alkyl groups in the 0-position abolish the nicotinic, reduce 
the muscarinic, and enhance the curare action, particularly in the case of the 
choline ethers. Derivatives containing a phenyl group in the hydroxyethyl 
chain, such as ephedrine derivatives, have only weak nicotinic and no muscarinic 
activity. 

The formocholines are somewhat less active physiologically than the corre­
sponding choline derivatives. 7-Homocholine has a greater muscarinic action 
than choline itself. The various derivatives of 7-homocholine, however, seem 
to be less effective than the corresponding derivatives of choline. 

Benzilyl derivatives of choline in which one or more of the methyl groups on 
the nitrogen has been replaced by another alkyl group have atropine-like actions. 
Choline derivatives with the three methyl groups replaced by ethyl, propyl, and 
butyl groups lack both muscarinic and stimulating nicotinic actions. The 
ethers of the triethyl derivatives are reported to have only curare activity (74). 

The replacing of the oxygen of choline with sulfur to form thiocholine greatly 
enhances the curare and paralyzing nicotinic actions and abolishes the stimulating 
nicotinic action. The ethers of the thioformochohne derivatives containing 
three ethyl groups on the nitrogen possess marked curare actions. The isobutyl 
ether has a very powerful but brief curare action (112). 

S. Betaine derivatives and analogues (table 5) 

Betaine itself is pharmacologically inert, but its esters have marked 
physiological action, chiefly muscarinic with some nicotinic. Replacement of the 
three methyl groups on the nitrogen in the betaine esters with ethyl, propyl, 
butyl, and other alkyl groups abolishes the muscarinic action. Thus, as was 
true in the tetraalkylammonium derivatives, the methyl groups on the nitrogen 
appear to play a part in causing muscarinic action. The amide of betaine 
possesses both muscarinic and nicotinic actions; substitution on the nitrogen of 
the amide diminishes the muscarinic action. 
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Very few data are available on the curare action of the betaine derivatives. 
Betaine itself and true betaine-type compounds, such as benzbetaine, the methyl 
betaine of nicotinic acid, tryptophan betaine, taurobetame, and thiohistidine 
betaine, are pharmacologically inert. The fact that they do not exhibit a 
curare action may be due to the quaternary nitrogen not being a free ion, since a 
negative charge is present in the same molecule. Some of the esters of sub­
stituted betaines do have marked curare action, and these esters are onium ions 
of the ordinary type. 

6. Diammonium compounds (table 6) 

The few compounds of this type which have been reported have only weak 
pharmacological actions. 

B. ARYLALKYLAMMONIUM COMPOUNDS 

1. Aryltrialkylammonium compounds (table 7) 

Aryltrialkylammonium compounds exhibit muscarinic, nicotinic, and weak 
curare actions. The replacement of an alkyl group on a quaternary nitrogen 
with an aryl group reduces the curare activity. 

2. Prostigmine derivatives and analogues (table 8) 

Prostigmine is a synthetic compound which is used as a physostigmine sub­
stitute in the treatment of eye and intestinal disorders. Its pharmacological 
action is due to the inhibition of cholinesterase in body fluids and tissues, thus 
preventing enzymatic hydrolysis of acetylcholine. Its effect on skeletal muscle 
in small doses is opposite to that of curare; indeed, it has been found to be an 
antagonist to curare paralysis (74), with the result that the effects of too large 
a dose of curare can be alleviated by injection of prostigmine. 

Large doses of prostigmine, however, have been found to cause a peripheral 
paralysis similar to that of curare. Rosenblueth and Morison (186a) postulated 
that the cholinesterase inhibition of prostigmine allowed the acetylcholine 
formed at the myoneural junction to build up to concentrations above which the 
muscle does not respond (see page 287 for a discussion of their theories). 

The cholinesterase inhibition of prostigmine is attributed to the carbamyl 
group. Stedman (199, 200) showed that the urethans of the isomeric dimethyl-
aminophenols and of the isomeric hydroxybenzyldimethylamines possess miotic 
activity, which is a result of cholinesterase inhibition. He found that conversion 
of the tertiary bases of the dimethylaminophenol derivatives to the quaternary 
compounds intensifies the miotic action of the meta compounds and abolishes the 
actions of the ortho and para compounds. In the benzyl derivatives, the con­
version to the quaternary compounds increases the miotic action of the ortho 
derivative, diminishes that of the meta, and abolishes that of the para com­
pound. Stedman, Schweitzer, and Wright (201) reported that the tertiary 
bases are central convulsants, but the quaternary compounds are central de­
pressants. 



TABLE 5 

Alkylammonium compounds 

Betaine derivatives and analogues 

CO 
CO 

AMMONIUM COMPOUND 

Carboxymethyltrimethyl-
(Betaine) 

Carbomethoxymethyltrimethyl-

Carbethoxymcthyltrimethyl- .. . 

Carbobutoxymethyltrimethyl-. . 

Carbobenzoxymethyltrimethyl-

Carboxymethyltriethyl-

Carbomethoxymcthyltriethyl-. . 

Carbethoxymethyltriethyl-

Carboxymethyltripropyl-

Carbomethoxymethyltripropyl-

Carbethoxymethyltripropyl 

STRUCTURE 

(CH1) ,N + CH 2 COO-

(CHa)3N+CH2COOCH3 

(CHj)3N+CH2COOC2H6 

(CH3)3N+CH2COOC4H9 

(CH3) 3N+CH2COOCH2C6H6 

(C2H6) ,N + CH 2 COO-

(C2H-O3N+CH2COOCH3 

(C2Hs)3N+CH2COOC2H6 

(C3Hj)3N+CH2COO-

(C3H 7)3N+CH2COOCH3 

(C3II 7) 3N+CH2COOC2H5 

CURARI-
FORM 

ACTION 

MUSCA­
RINIC 

ACTION 

+ + 

+ + 

e 

e 

+ 

-

-

-

-

-

STIMU­
LATING 

NICO­
TINIC 

ACTION 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

-

-

-

-

-

-

PARA­
LYZING 

NICO­
TINIC 

ACTION 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

e 

-

++ 

++ 

TOXIC DOSES 
MICE 

mg./kg. 

M 
Cl M 

B r M 

B r M 

B r M 

Br M 

B r M 

B r M 

B r M 

2000 SC 
3000 SC 

110 SC 

170SC 

420SC 

290SC 

> 1500 SC 

400SC 

430SC 

Br M > 2000 SC 

B r M 

B r M 

180SC 

120SC 

REFERENCES 

(103, 105, 
116, 117, 
211) 

(103, 178) 

(103, 108, 
153) 

(103) 

(103) 

(108) 

(108, 178) 

(108) 

(108) 

(108) 

(108) 

O 

> 



Carbomcthoxymctliyltributyl-. . 

Carbethoxymethyltr ibutyl-

Carboxymethyltriisoamyl-

Carbethoxymethyltr i isoamyl- . . . 

Carboxymethyltri (/3-hydroxy-
ethyl)-

Carbcthoxymcthyltri (J)-
hydroxyethyl)-

Carbomethoxymethylbenzyldi-
methyl-

Carbethoxymcthylbenzyldi-
methyl-

Carbomethoxymcthyldibenzyl-
methyl-

Carbethoxymethyldibenzyl-
methyl-

( C J I 9)3N+CH2COOCH3 

(C4Hs)3N+CH2COOC2H6 

(iso-C6Hii)3N+CH2COO-

(iso-C6H,i)3N+CH2COOC2H6 

(11OCII2CH2) 3N+CH2COO-

(HOCH2CH2)3N+CH2COOC2H5 

(CH3J2N+CH2COOCH3 

I 
CH2C6H6 

(CHs)2N+CII2COOC2H6 

I 
CH2C6H5 

(C6H6CH2)2N+CH2COOCH3 

CH3 

(C6H6CH2) 2N+CH2COOC2H6 

I 
CH3 

-

-

+ 
-

+ 

+ 

++ 

+ 

+++ 
+++ 

+ 
++ 

-

+ 

++ 

© 

-

-

© 

-

© 

© 

© 

B r M 

BrM 

B r M 

B r M 

90SC 

loose 

120SC 

120SC 

(108, 178) 

(108, 178) 

(108) 

(108) 

Br M > 1500 SC 

Br M > 1500 SC 

Br M 380 SC 

Br M 730 SC 

Br M 170 SC 

Br M 32 SC 

(108) 

(10S) 

(108) 

(108) 

(108) 

(108) 



TABLE ^—Continued 

AMMONIUM COMPOUND 

(a-Carbcthoxyctliyl)trimethyl-.. 

(a-Carbethoxybutyl)trimethyl-. 

(ce-Carbelhoxyamyl)trimethyl-.. 

(a-Carbethoxybenzyl)trimethyl-

(•y-Carboxypropyl)t,rimct,Iiyl-. . 

Formylmethyltrimcthyl-

Dimethoxymethyltrimethyl- . . . . 

Carbamylmethyltrimethyl-

JV-Mcthylcarbamylmethyltri-

STRUCTURE 

( C H S ) 3 N + C I I C O O C 2 H 6 

I 
CH3 

( C H S ) 3 N + C I I C O O C 2 H 5 

I 
C3H7 

( C H S ) 3 N + C H C O O C 2 H 6 

I 
CiH9 

(CH3)sN+CHCOOC2II5 

C6H5 

(CH3)sN+CH2CII2CH2COO-

(CHs)3N+ClI2CHO 

(CHs)3N+CH(OCH3)2 

(CH3) sN+CH2CONH2 

( C H S ) 3 N + C H 2 C O N H C H S 

CURARI-
FORM 

ACTION 

++ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

e 

MUSCA­
RINIC 

ACTION 

e 

e 

© 

e 

e 

+ 

++ 

++ 

STIMU­
LATING 
NICO­
TINIC 

ACTION 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

PARA­
LYZING 
NICO­
TINIC 

ACTION 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

TOXIC DOSES 
MICE 

mg./kg. 

Br M 560 SC 

Br M 260 SC 

Br M 220 SC 

Br M 170 SC 

Cl M 420 SC 

Cl M 420 SC 

REFERENCES 

(103) 

(103) 

(103) 

(103) 

(211) 

( U , 66) 

(66) 

(103, 105, 
153) 

(105) 



iV-Ethylcarbamylmethyltri-
methyl-

./V-Propylcarbamylmethyltri-
mcthyl-

iV-Butylearbamylmethyltri-
methyl-

Carbopipcridinomethyltri-
methyl-

iV-Phenylcarbamylmcthyltri-
mcthyl-

N- (p-Tolyl) carbamylmethyl tri-
methyl-

N- (p-Hydroxyphcnyl) carba-
mylmethyltrimethyl-

N- (p-Methoxyphenyl) carba-
mylmethyltrimethyl-

N- (o-Methoxyphenyl) carbamyl 
methyltr imethyl-

iV-(p-Ethoxyphenyl)carbamyl-
methyltrimethyl-

N- (o-Ethoxyphenyl) carbamyl -
methyltrimethyl-

( C I I 3 ) S N + C H 2 C O N H C 2 H 6 

(CH3)3N+CH2CONIICsH7 

(CH3) 3N+CH2CONHC4H 9 

(CH3)3N+CH2CON / \ 

(CII3) -,N+CH2CONH V // 

(CH3)-,N+CH2CONH ^ ^ C H 3 

V // (CH3)3N+CH2CONH 

(CIIs)3N+CH2CONH 

(CH3)3N+CH2CONH<. ^ 

CH3O 

^ // 

OH 

OCH3 

(CHs)3N+CH2CONH 

(CHs)3N+CH2CONH 

C2H6O 

^ // OC2H6 

++ + 

+ 

+ 

+ 

++ 

+ ++ 

++ 

Cl M 680 SC 

Cl M 770 SC 

Cl M 750 SC 

Cl M 370 SC 

Cl M 670 SC 
I M 39 SC 

Cl M 440 SC 

Cl M 230 SC 

Cl M 430 SC 

Cl M 470 SC 

Cl M 350 SC 

Cl M 180 SC 

(105) 

(105) 

(105) 

(105) 

(105, 111) 

(105) 

(105) 

(105) 

(105) 

(105) 

(105) 

0 
d 
SJ > 
t—i 

0 
SJ 

S 
> 
0 

• 3 

> 
0 
0 
W 
H 
S 
a 
> 
Ui 
H 
SJ 

d 

SJ 

W 
CO 



TABLE 5—Continued 

OO 

AMMONIUM COMPOUND 

N- (a-Naphthyl) carbamylmeth 
yltrimethyl-

JV-(/3-Naphthyl)carbamylmeth 
yltrimethyl-

iV-Phenylcarbamylmethyltri -
isoamyl-

Carbureidomethyltnmethyl- . . 

Carb (phenylurcido)methyltri-
methyl-

o-Hydroxyphenyltrimethyl-. . . 
(Benzbetaine) 

2-Hydroxynaphthaltrimethyl-. . 

STHUCTUKE 

(CH3) 3N+CH2CONH ^ // 

% // 

( C I l 3 ) 3 N + C H 2 C O N H - 7 = r 

4 // 
% // 

O S O - C 6 H J O 3 N + C H 2 C O N H 
\ 

(CH3) 3 N + C I I 2 C O N H C O N H 2 

( C H 3 ) S N + C H 2 C O N H C O N H C 6 H 5 

,Ao-
N + (CH 3 ) , 

V1 

0~ 

^ S CH2N+(CHa)3 

% // 

CURARI-
FOKM 

ACTION 

MUSCA­
RINIC 

ACTION 

++ 

+ 

STIMU­
LATING 

NICO­
TINIC 

ACTION 

PARA­
LYZING 

NICO­
TINIC 

ACTION 

+ 

TOXIC DOSES 
MICE 

mg./kg. 

Cl M 650 SC 

Cl M 260 SC 

Cl M 

Cl M 

9 0 S C 

4 0 S C 

Cl M 1000 SC 

REFERENCES 

(105) 

(105) 

(105) 

(105) 

(105) 

(88, 211) 

(32) 

O 



3-Carboxy-iV-methylpyridinium 

2-CaFbOXy-Af, iV-dimcthylpyr-
rolidinium 

(Tryptophan botaine) 

iV-Methyl-A^p-hydroxybenzyl) 
piperidinium 

(3-Sulfoethyltrimethyl-
(Taurobetaine) 

(Thiohistidine betaine) 

coo-
\ 
/ = N + CH 3 

coo-
N+(CH3)2 

\ / X 

CH 2 CHCOO-

N + (CH 3 ) , 

N H 

/ \ 

(CHa)3N+CH2CH2SO3-

C9H16O2N3S 

(211) 

(211) 

(211) 

(32) 

(211) 

(211) 

CO 



TABLE 6 

Alkylammonium compounds 

Diammonium compounds 

CO 

O 

DIAMMONIUU COMPOUND 

N,N,N,N',N',N'-
Hexamethyldimeth-
ylene-

N,N,N,N',N',N'-
Hexamethyltrimeth-

N,N,N,N',N',N'-
Hexamethyltetra-
methylene-

N,N,N,N',N',N'-
Hexamethylpenta-

N,N,N,N',N',N'-
Hexamethyl-2-hy-
droxytr imethylene- . . . 

Oblitin 

STRUCTOKE 

(CH3)3N+(CH2)2N+(CH3)3 

(CH3)3N+(CH2)3N+(CH3)3 

(CHa)3N+(CHj)4N+(CH3), 

(CII3)3N+(CII2)5N+(CH3)3 

(CH 3) 3N+CH 2CHOHCII2N+(CH,) , 
( C H - O 3 N + C H 2 C H C H 2 C O O C 2 H 6 

I 
O 

I 
( C H S ) 3 N + C H 2 C H C H 2 C O O C 2 H 6 

PHAKMACOLOGICAI. ACTION 

Curariform 
action 

+ 

+ 

© 

© 

Muscarinic 
action 

© 

Stimulating 
nicotinic 

action 

© 

Other 
actions 

Central 
depres­
sant 

TOXIC DOSE 
CATS 

mg./kg. 

2000 

PABALYZING 
DOSE 

FROGS 

mg./kg. 

Cl 300 

REFERENCES 

(1,193, 
211) 

(24) 

(1, 211) 

(1, 211) 

(211) 
(211) 

H 

O 
M > 
O 
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Stevens and Beutel (202) showed that an alkyl group on the benzene ring 
makes the quaternary bases of the ortho and para compounds effective. I t is 
remarkable that the methiodide of the dimethylcarbamyl derivative of p-di-
methylaminophenol has a toxicity in mice of 120 mg./kg., whereas the 
corresponding compound with an isopropyl group on the ring in the position 
ortho to the nitrogen has a toxicity of 0.075 mg./kg. This represents an increase 
in toxicity by a factor of 1600. 

Prostigmine has been used clinically in the treatment of infantile paralysis 
(124), but it is necessary to use atropine along with the prostigmine to suppress 
its muscarinic effects. Kabat and Knapp (124) reported that prostigmine acts 
at the spinal cord as well as at the myoneural junction. 

C. HETEROCYCLIC AMMONIUM COMPOUNDS 

1. Pyridinium compounds (table 9) 

The alkylpyridinium salts possess weak curare activity, in some cases marked 
muscarinic activity, and in general, no nicotinic activity. The benzylpyri-
dinium salt is the most effective of the pyridine derivatives. The ethyl- and 
propyl-pyridinium salts are less effective than the methyl derivatives. The 
isoamyl and cetyl derivatives have an action comparable to the methyl 
derivative. 

The presence of an alkyl group on the ring seems to have little effect, as methyl-
a-picolinium iodide has an activity comparable to that of methylpyridinium 
odide. 

2. Piperidinium compounds (table 10) 

Dimethylpiperidinium iodide is more effective in paralyzing the isolated nerve 
sartorius than is methylpyridinium iodide. Santesson and Koraen (190) ob­
served that reduction of the pyridine ring increases the curare action, while 
Hunt and Renshaw (104) reported that reduction of the ring reduces the mus­
carinic and nicotinic actions and the toxicity. 

S. Quinolinium compounds (table 11) 

Unsubstituted alkylquinolinium salts possess a curare action but no muscarinic 
or nicotinic action. Increasing the length of the alkyl group increases the 
intensity of the curare action. Octylquinolinium iodide is half as effective as 
curarine in paralyzing the isolated nerve sartorius. 

An alkyl group on the quinoline ring in the 2-, 4-, or 6-position renders the 
compound pharmacologically inert. 

Dimethyl- and methylethyl-tetrahydroquinolinium salts are about equal in 
action to the ethylquinolinium salt and are more effective than the methyl-
quinolinium salt. N,iV-Dimethyl-6-methoxytetrahydroquinolinium chloride (di-
methylthallinium chloride) is ten times more effective than methylquininium 
chloride. Since such a marked increase is not noted in the reduction of the 
unsubstituted quinolines, it seems probable that the methoxyl group acts to en­
hance the curare action. 



AMMONIUM COMPOUND 

Phenyltrimethyl- . . 

p-Methylphenyltri 
methyl-

m-Hydroxyphenyl -
tr imethyl-

m-Acetoxyphenyl-
tr imethyl-

o-Hydroxy phenyl -
t r imethyl-

STRUCTURE 

/ % N + (CH 3 ) , 

CH1 // S N+(CH3)3 

// ^ N + (CH 3 ) , 

HO 

>N+(CH3)3 

CH 3 COO 

/K o-

V W+(CHj)3 

TABLE 7 

Arylalkylammonium compounds 

Aryltrialkylammonium compounds 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Curari-
form 

action 

Musca­
rinic 
action 

+ + 

Stimu­
lating 
nico­
tinic 

action 

+ + 

Para­
lyzing 
nico­
tinic 

action 

++' 
Cl 
Cl 

TOXIC DOSES 

mg./kg. 

50 5 5 I P 
4 9 S C 

80 1 5 I V 
80 200-300 OS 

80 25-30 IV 
80 200-250 OS 

CH3SO4 80 7.5-10 
CII3SO1 80 1000 OS 

Miscella­
neous 

mg./kg. 

Rabbi t s 
8 0 O S 

PARALYZING DOSES 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

I 150 

I 80 

Minutes to 
paralyze 
isolated 

MiHi-
moles/ liter 

1 110 

minutes 

15 .5 

REFERENCES 

(3 ,4 ,24,32, 
101, 117, 
120, 161) 

(24) 

(3) 

(3) 

(88) 



3,4-Dihydroxy-
phcnyltrimcthyl-. . 

3,4-Diacetoxyphenyl-
tr imethyl-

Phenyltriethyl-

Phenyldimethylallyl-

^ Phenyldimcthylben-
zyl-

(a-Acctaminopyri-
dyl)trimethyl-

HO / / • % N+(CHa) 3 

H O 

CH5 C O O ^ ^ N+(CHa)3 

CH 3 COO 

^ ^ 

^ ^ 

// % 

N+(C2H6)3 

C H 2 C H = C H 2 

I 
N+ (CHa) 2 

CH 2 C 6 H 5 

I 
N+(CHa)2 

/ \ 

C H 3 C O N H \ / 
N 

W + (CH 3 ) 3 

Cl 35 

Cl 200 

(211) 

(211) 

(211) 

(211) 

(32, 211) 

(24) 



TABLE 8 

Arylalkylammonium compounds 

Prostigmine derivatives and analogues 

CO 

AMMONIUM COMPOUND 

3- (Dimethylcarbamyloxy) phenyl -
trimethyl-
(Prostigmine) 

3- (Carbamyloxy)phenyltrimethyl 

3- (Methylcarbamyloxy)phenyl-
trimethyl-

3- (Methylphenylcarbamyloxy) -
phenyltrimethyl-

3- (Ethylcarbamyloxy)phenyltri-
methyl-

STRUCTURE 

(CH3) 2 NCOOZNN + (CH3) S 

V 
H 2 N C O O / \ N + ( C H 3 ) 3 

CH 3 NHCOOZNN + (CH3), 

C I I 3 N 

NCOO Z\ 
1^/ 

N + (CH 3 ) , 

V 7 

C2H6NHCOOZNN+ (CII3). 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Miotic 
action Other actions 

Weak cura-
riform 

Central de­
pressant 

Central de­
pressant 

TOXIC DOSE 
MICE 

mg./kg. 

I 50 0.55 
CH3SO4 80 0.5 IV 

CH3SO4 80 0.7 IV 
CH3SO4 80 500 OS 

Br 80 0.15 IV 
I 80 0.1 IV 
CH3SO4 80 0.1 IV 
CH3SO4 80 2.5 IV 

CH3SO4 80 3.5 IV 

CII3SO4 80 1 IV 

REFER­
ENCES 

(3, 74, 
202) 

(3) 

(3, 201) 

(3, 201) 

(3) 

t-1 

O 



3-(Diethylcarbamyloxy )phenyl-

3-(Diallylcarbamyloxy)phcnyltri-

3-(Benzylcarbamyloxy)phenyl-
trimethyl-

3- (Phenylcarbamyloxy) phenyl -
trimethyl-

3- (Pcntamcthylcnecarbamyloxy) -
phenyltrimethyl-

3-(Phenylhydrazinoformyloxy)-
phenyltrimethyl-

(C2Hs)2NCOO S\ 

K/ 
V+(CII3)S 

(CH 2 -CHCH 2 ) 2 NCOO 

C6H5CH2NHCOO 

A 
K/ 

S\ 

KJ Nt-(CHs)3 

N+(CIIs)3 

C 6 H 6 N I I C O O ( ^ N N + (CH,)-, 

S/ 

< N C O O ^ N N + f O H , 1 , 
\ / 

V / 

C 6H 6NHNHCOO 

A 
N / N+(CHs)3 

CH3SO4 80 

CH3SO4 80 

CH3SO4 80 

CH3SO4 80 

CH3SO4 80 

CHsSO4 80 

8 IV 

10 IV 

0.1 IV 

2 IV 

6 IV 

0.25 IV 

(3) 

(3) 

(3) 

(3) 

(3) 

(3) 

O 
d 
SJ 
> 
w 
hH 
O 
W 

g 
> o 
H 

O 
O 

> 
tr1 

Ul 

Cj 
O 
H 
rj 
W 

CO 



TABLE 8—Continued 

AMMONIUM COMPOUND 

3- (Dimethylcarbamyloxy)phenyl 
diethylmcthyl-

2- (Dimethylcarbamyloxy) -5-
mcthylphenyltrimethyl-

2- (Dimethylcarbamyloxy) -5-
ethylphenyltrimelhyl-

2- (Dimethylcarbamyloxy) -5-
isopropylphenyltrimethyl-

STRUCTURE 

( C H ^ N C O O f ^ ^ N + t C j I I s ) * 

I \ 
S5/

 CH3 

(CHs)2NCOO 

/ \ | N + ( C H , ) 3 

CH3 

(CH3) 2NCOO 

^ ^ N - ' - C C H , ) , 

C2H6 

(CH3)2NCOO 

,N+(CH3)3 

CH3CHCH3 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION| 

Miotic 
action Other actions 

Physostig-
mine action 

TOXIC DOSE 
MICE 

mg./kg. 

50 2 

50 1.25 

50 4.8 

REFER­
ENCES 

(201) 

(202) 

(202) 

(202) 

t1 

H 
o 
> 



2-(Dimethylcarbamyloxy)-5-fcri-
butylphenyltrimethyl-

2- (Dimethylcarbamyloxy) -5-tert-
amylphenyltrimethyl-

4-(Mcthylcarbamyloxy)phenyl-
trimethyl-

4-(Dimethylcarbamyloxy) phenyl 
tr imethyl-

4-(Allylcarbamyloxy)phenyltri-
methyl-

4- (Dimethylcarbamyloxy) -2-
methylphenyltrimethyl-

(CH3)2NCOO 

N + (CH 3 ) , 

CH3CCH3 

I 
CH3 

(CH3)2NCOO 

N+(CH3)3 

CH3CC2H5 

I 
CH3 

CIIsNHCOO < >N+(CH3)s 

(CHs)2NCOO<^ >N+(CHs)3 

_p 

C H 2 = C H C H 2 N C O O ^ // N
+(CHs) 3 

(CH3)2NCOO 

CH3 

N+(CHs)3 

50 13.5 (202) 

50 12 (202) 

0 
C l 
W > 
S) 

O 
W 

> 
0 
p-3 

50 13 (202) 

H 

> 
O 
O 
W 
M 

80 2 IV (3) 

50 120 (202) 

CH3SO1 80 0.75 IV (3) 

0 
> 
W 

W 

O 

d 
W 

t o 



TABLE 8—Continued 

CO 

00 

AMMONIUM COMPOUND 

4- (Dimethylcarbamyloxy) -3 
methylphenyltrimethyl-. . 

4- (Dimethylcarbamyloxy) -2 
cthylphenyltrimethyl-

4-(Dimethylcarbamyloxy)-2 
isopropylphenyltrimethyl 

4-(Methylcarbamyloxy)-2-methyl 
5-isopropylphenyltrimethyl-. . . 

4- (Methylcarbamyloxy) -3-methyl 
6 isopropylphenyltrimethyl-. . . 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

STRUCTURE 

( C H 3 ) 2 N C O O ^ ^ N + ( C H 3 ) , 

C H , 

(CH 3 ) 2 NCOO<f^ ^ > N + ( C H 3 ) , 

C2H6 

(CHa)2NCOO 
< // N + (CH 3 ) , 

CH 3 CHCH, 

C H , 

CH3NHCOO< >N+(CH3), 

CH 3 CHCH, 

H 3 C 

CH3NHCOO ^ // •N+(CH2)3 

CH(CH 3 ) , 

Miotic Other actions 

TOXIC DOSE 
MICE 

mg./kg. 

50 6.5 

50 1.15 

50 0.075 

50 0.22 

50 0.09 

REFERENCES 

(202) 

(202) 

(202) 

(202) 

(202) 



4- (Dimethylcarbamyloxy) -2-
methyI-5-isopropyIphenyltri-
methyl-

4- (Dimethylcarbamyloxy) -3-
methyl-6-isopropylphenyltri-
methyl-

3-(Methylcarbamylmethoxy)-
phcnyltrimethyl-

a- (3-Methylcarbamyloxyphenyl) -
ethyltrimethyl-
(Miotinc) 

a- (3-Dimethylcarbamyloxy-4-
mcthoxyphenyl) ethyltri -
methyl-

/3- (4-Dimcthylcarbamyloxyphen-
yl)ethyltrimethyl-

C H , 

(CHs)2NHCOO V // 
N + (CH 3 ) , 

CHsCHCH^ 

H3C 

(CHs)2NCOO ^ // N
+ (CHs) 3 

CH(CH3)S 

CH3 

CHsNHCOO / \ . 

V 

CHN+(CHs) 3 

CH3 

( C I I S ) 2 N C O O I ^ N C H N + ( C H S ) 3 

CHsoL/ 

( C H s ) 2 N C O O ^ J>CH2CH2 

N + (CH 3 ) , 

++ 

Central de­
pressant 

Weak mus­
carinic 

Central de­
pressant 

50 0.72 (202) 

50 0.24 

CH3SO1 80 7.5 IV 
CIIsSO1 80 1000 OS 

(202) 

(3, 201) 

(201) 

80 IV (3) 

(201) 

o a 
> 

O 

g 
O 

O 
O 

g 
O > 
W 
H 
M 

o 

t! 
W 
H 

03 
CD 



TABLE 8—Concluded 

CO 

AMMONIUM COMPOUND 

3-Acetoxyplienyltrimcthyl-

3-Propionyloxyphenyllrimethyl-.. 

(Bis(3-trimethylammonium-
phenyl)carbonate) 

SIBUCIUHE 

C H 1 C O O ^ N N + ( C H 3 ) , 

V 
C 2 H 5 C O O ^ N N + ( C H 3 ) 3 

O 

(CH3),N 1+S\ OCO /N 

V 

N+(CH3), 

V 

PHARMACOLOGICAI. ACTION 

Other actions 

TOXIC DOSE 
MICE REFERENCES 

ml. /kg. 

CII3SO4 80 7.5 IV 
CII3SO4 80 1000 OS 

80 25 IV 
80 500 OS 

CH3SO4 80 12.5 IV 
CH3SO4 80 1000 OS 

(3) 

(3, 201) 

(3) 
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4- Isoquinolinium compounds (table 12) 

Hjort and coworkers (89-97) and Takase and coworkers (204-206) published 
a series of papers on the pharmacology of various substituted isoquinolines, 
dihydroisoquinolines, and tetrahydroisoquinolines. No mention was made of 
any peripheral curare paralysis. The effect of substituents on the toxicity and 
blood pressure was shown. In three homologous series of 2-alkyltetrahydro-
isoquinoline derivatives it was shown that the toxicity increases with increasing 
length of the 2-alkyl group. 6,7-Dihydroxy compounds are less toxic than 
6,7-dimethoxy compounds. Substituents in the 6- and 7-positions have less 
effect on toxicity and blood pressure response than substituents on the nitrogen. 

Takase and Sato (205) found that certain 2-methyldihydro- and 2-methyltet-
rahydro-isoquinoline derivatives have anesthetic and antispasmodic actions. 
Since the blood pressure effect of the compounds is not prevented by atropine 
(not a muscarinic action), the action must be on the central nervous system. 

The paralyzing doses for frogs indicate that A7-methylisoquinolinium chloride 
is less effective than iV-methylquinolinium iodide. However, Santesson (189) 
reported that the order of intensity of curare paralysis is 1:2.5:3.75:25 for 
methylpyridinium, methylquinolinium, methylisoquinolinium, and dimethyl-
thallinium chlorides, respectively. 

Various workers (93, 206) have noted the similarity of action between iso­
quinolines and /3-phenylethylamines, which may be regarded as the parent 
compound of isoquinolines. Further discussion of this observation and of other 
isoquinolines is included under isoquinoline alkaloids (see page 388). 

5. Miscellaneous heterocyclic compounds (table 13) 

Some pyrazolium salts have been reported to possess a curare action. These 
compounds also paralyze the central nervous system, possibly because of the 
secondary nitrogen present. Two isoxazolium salts have been reported to 
possess curare activity. 

D. ALKALOIDS 

1. Curare alkaloids (table 14) 

Preparations from South American curare have a powerful and prolonged 
peripheral paralyzing action; the mechanism of the action has already been 
discussed (see page 287). 

Boehm (12) isolated from tube curare the inactive, tertiary alkaloid curine in 
a crystalline form and assigned to it the formula C18H19NO3. This formula was 
accepted by Spath, Leithe, and Ladeck (198), who proposed a benzyltetrahy-
droisoquinoline structure, which was later doubled to a bisbenzyltetrahydroiso-
quinoline by Spath and Kuffner (197) on the basis of molecular-weight 
determinations. 

The active, amorphous alkaloid "tubocurarine" obtained by Boehm (12) 
from tube curare was obtained as a crystalline chloride by King (129). Since 



TABLE 9 

Helerocyclic ammonium compounds 

Pyridinium compounds 

AMMONIUM COMPOUND 

JV-Methylpyridin-
ium 

N Ethylpyridin-
ium 

iV-Propylpyridi n-

ium 

JV-Isoamylpyri-
dinium 

STRUCTURE 

/ \ 

CH 3 N + 

C2H6N+ 

/ ^ 

\ / • 

C3H7N+ 

/ \ 

ISO -C6H 
\ /• 
uN + 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

p 

U 
O 

3 

e 

e 

e 

I 
rt 

1 
I 

a 
O 

M 0 5 

3 o 

I 
rt 

ly
zi

ng
 

co
ti

ni
c 

Is 

TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./*#. 

Miscellaneous 

» » « . / * £ . 

Cats 
Cl 500 SC 

Frogs 
Cl 500 

Rabbi ts 
Cl 200 

Frogs 
Cl 40 

PARALYZING DOSES 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

I 300 SC 

Cl 300-400 

I 1500 SC 

I 600 SC 

I 300 SC 

Minutes to 
paralyze 
isolated 

nerve 
sartorius 

Millimoles/ 
li ter 

1 [ 10 

minutes 

i 

160 

26 

REFERENCES 

(121, 144, 
211) 

(121, 211) 

(144) 

(144) 



iV-Cetylpyridm-
ium 

JV-Vinylpyridin-
ium 

iV-Allylpyridin-
ium 

03 

JV-Benzylpyrid i il­
ium 

JV- (/3-I lydroxyeth-
yl)pyridinium 

7V-(/3-Phenoxyeth-
yl)pyridinium 

/ \ 

C16H 3 3 N + 

/ \ 

CII 2=CHN+ 

/ \ 

CH2=CHCH2N+ 

/ \ 

\ 
C6H6CH2N 

110CII2CH 

C6H5OCII2( 

/ \ 

2N+ 

/ \ 

\ 
3I2^ r

+ 

© 

e 

© 

© 

+ + 

Cl M 2 I P 

Br M 220 SC 

Rabbi ts 
Cl M 20 IV 

R a t s 
50 30 IV 
50 200 OS 

Rabbi ts 
Cl 15 

Frogs 
Cl 5 

Br 300 

Cl 

1500 SC 

9 0 S C 

(24,152 
215) 

(211) 

(144) 

(144) 

(211) 

(106) 



AMMONIUM COMPOUND 

JV-(j3-Acetoxyeth-
yl)pyridinium 

Af-Acetoxymeth-
ylpyridinium 

354 

A-Carboxymetli-
ylpyridinium 

A^-Carbothoxy-
mcthylpyridin-
ium 

A-Methyl-a-pieo-
linium 

STRUCTURE 

/ \ 

N+CH2CH2OCOCH3 

CII3COOC] 

/ 

HOOCCH2 

C2H5OCOC 

I 
3H 

/ \ 

\ 
p-

/ \ 

\ ^ 
H2N+ 

A 

N + 

I 

\ 4 
H 2N+ 

9 

CIl 3 

TABLE 9 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

C
ur
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m
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M
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++ 
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P
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al
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n
 

-

-

—Continued 

TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

Cl 130 SC 

Br >2000 SC 

Br 370 SC 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

PARALYZINC DOSES 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

I 300 

Minutes to 
paralyze 
isolated 

nerve 
sartorius 

Millimoles/ 
liter 

1 I 10 

minutes 

R E F E R E N C E S 

(143) 

(101, 104) 

(104) 

(101, 104) 

(24) 



iV-(/9-Acetoxyeth-
yl)-<*-picolinium 

N - Carboxymcth -
yl-a-picolinium 

JV-Carbethoxy-
methyl-a pico-
linium 

OT JV-Myristyl-Y-pic-
olinium 

JV-Methyl-/3-naph-
thyl-a-picolin-
ium 

iV-Methyl-a-
(phcnylcarba-
myl)pyridinium 

/ \ 

1X Jdh 
CH3COOCH2CH2N+ 

/ C I I 3 

HOOCCH2N+ 

A 

CjH6OCOCH2N+ 

CH3 

C11H29N+ 

/ C H 3 

C10H7 

\ / -CH 3 

CH 3 N + 

/ \ 

\ / 
CH 3 N + 

CONHC 6 H 5 

S O 1 M > 1600 SC 

Br 700 SC 

I M 1000 SC 

Ra t s 
50 7 . 5 I P 
50 30 IV 
50 200 SC 
50 250 OS 

Br BOO 

(143) 

(100) 

(104) 

(152) 

(24) 

(162) 



TABLE 9—Continued 

AMMONIUM COMPOUND 

iV-Methyl-0-car-
boxypyridinium 

Methyl ester of nic 
otinic acid 

JV-Methyl-0-car-
bomethoxypyri-
dinium 

iV-Methyl-/3-car-
bophenoxypyri 
dinium 

2V-Methyl-/3-car-
bamidopyridin-

STRUCTURE 

/X COOH 

\ 
CH3N+ 

/ \ COOCH, 

N 

/X COOCH, 

CH3N
+ 

COOC8H6 

\ 
CH3N

+ 

NHCONH2 

\ / 
CH3N

+ 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION" 

+ + 

++ 

+ 

+ 

Il 

TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

>1000 SC 

I 600 SC 

I M 1000 SC 

I M 1400 SC 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

PARALYZING DOSES 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

300 

Minutes to 
paralyze iso­
lated nerve 
sartorius 

Millimoles/ 
liter 

1 I 10 

REFERENCES 

(24) 

(104) 

(104) 

(106) 

(106) 



2V-Mcthyl-/3-phen-
y 1 carbami dopy r-
idinium 

iV-Methyl-0-eth-
ylphenylcarba-
midopyridinium 

JV-Methyl-P-carbo-
W . . . . 

u< piperidinopyn -
dinium 

JV-Phenacyl-/3-
aminopyridin-

JV-Methyl-a-di-
isoamylamino-
pyridinium 

^^)NHCONHC6H5 

/ 
CH3N

+ 

C2H6 

/N-NHCON 

/ 
CH3N+ 

CfiHs 

O 

/ \ <— C—N 

\ / 
CH3N

+ 

/N-
O 

NHj 

Il S / 
C6HsCCH2N

+ 

/N 

CH3N
+ N 

/ 
C5Hn (iso) 

C6IIn (iso) 

- -

I M >1600 SC 

I M 1350 SC 

I M 440 SC 

Br 

I 

300 

600 

(106) 

(106) 

(106) 

(24) 

(144) 



TABLE 9—Concluded 

AMMONIUM COMPOUND 

N-Methyl -0-acet-
aminopyridin-
ium 

AT-Mcthyl-iV-eth-
yl-/3-carbometh-

cn oxytetrahydro-
pyridinium 

iV,iV'-2,2'-Bis(py-
ridinium iodide) 
diethyl ether 

JV,JV'-2,2'-Bis(2-
methylpyridin-
ium iodide)di-
ethyl ether 

STRUCTUKE 

S\ NHCOCH 3 

/ 
CH 3N+ 

/ V C O O C H , 

\ / 
+ N - C H 3 

I 
CjH6 

/ \ 

*. / \ / 
+NCH2CH2OCH2CH2N+ 

I I -

/ X / \ 

k / C H 3 N / 1CH 3 

+NCH2CH2OCH2CH2N+ 

I - I -

PHARMACOI/)GICAL ACTION 

+ 

+++ 

•a a 
a>.2 

+ 

TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

M 850SC 

Br M 6 5 S C 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

PARALYZING DOSES 

Frogs 

S-A?. 

238 EL 

2 2 7 E L 

Minutes to 
paralyze iso­

lated nerve 
sartorius 

Millimoles/ 
li ter 

1 I 10 

REFERENCES 

(106) 

(104) 

(160) 

(160) 



N,N'-2,2'-Bia(3-
methyJpyridin-
ium iodide) di­
ethyl ether 

JV,JV'-2,2'-Bis-
(3,3'-bis(dieth-
ylcarbamy])py-
ridinium iodide)-
diethyl ether 

w Methiodide of a-
Cn 
10 pyridonemeth-

/ \ r\ CH, 

+NCH2CH2OCH2CH2N+ / 

CH3 

CON(C2H6)2 

I 

* / J 

+NCH2CH2OCH2CH2N+ 

-I // \ 

(C2Hs)2NCO 
V 

ylimide 

A 

N+ 

CII3 

=NCH3 

185EL (160) 

>1900 EL (160) 

I 300 SC (144) 



TABLE 10 
Heterocyclic ammonium compounds 

Pipcridinium compounds 

Oi 
O 

PIPERID1NIUM COMPOUND 

JV,JV-Dimethyl-

JV -Methyl -JV- (/3-phenoxyethyl) -

JV-Ethyl-iV- (j3-phenoxycthyl) -

STRUCTURE 

C 
CH3N+ 

I I 
CH3 

C6H6OCH2CI 
\ / 
I2N

+ 

I 

CH3 

C6H5OCH2CI 
\ / 
I2N+ 

I 
I 
C2I I5 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTIONS 

Curari-
form 
action 

e 

Muscar­
inic 

action 

Stimu­
lating 
nico-
tinic-
action 

Para­
lyzing 
nico­
tinic 

action 

+ 

Atro­
pine 

action 

TOXIC DOSE 
MICE 

tng./kg. 

. 

I M 900 BC 

Br M 160 SC 

MINUTES TO 
PARALYZE 

NERVE 
SARTORIUS 

10 milli-
moles /liter 

minutes 

I 8 

REFERENCES 

(121) 

(106) 

(106) 

t-1 

H 
O 
S) > 
t—I 

Cl 



•. *s\j vt.i\JJ\J IiXKi V11J * 

JV-(/S-Acetoxyethyl)-JV-methyl-

3-Carbomcthoxy-JV-ethyl-JV-
methyl-

4-Benzilyloxy-JV, JV, 2,2,6-penta-
methyl-
(/3-isomer) 

4-Bonzilyloxy-JV, JV, 2,2,6-penta-
mcthyl-
(a-Isomer) 

/ \ 

\ / 
C2H6OCOCH2N+ 

C2Hs 

/ 
CH3COOCH2CH2N+ 

I 
CH3 

CPI3OCO 

\ / 
C2H6N

+ 

I 
CH3 

(C6Hs)2C(OH)COO 

C H 3 / W C H s 

A 
CH3CH3 

(C6Hs)2C(OH)COO 

CH3-
CH3- ycH3 

N+ 

A 
CH3CH3 

-t- i5r M 180 SC (104) 

+ + I M 270 SC (104) 

Br M 180 SC (104) 

Cl 50 75 IP 
Cl 50 325 SC 
Cl 50 1000 OS 

(119) 

Cl 50 
Cl 50 

80 IP 
325 SC 

(119) 



TABLE 11 
Heterocyclic ammonium compounds 

Quinolinium compounds 

CO 
O l 
K) 

QUINOLINIUM COMPOUND 

JV-Methyl-

iV-Ethyl-

JV-Propyl-

JV-Butyl-

STKUCTUKE 

^ / \ 
N+CH3 

x / N+C2H5 

N+C3Hy 

v N+C1H, 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Curari-
form 

action 

+ 

Muscar­
inic 

action 

Stimu­
lating 
nico­
tinic 

action 

Para­
lyzing 
nico­
tinic 

action 

TOXIC DOSE 

mg./kg. 

Mice 
M 120 SC 

PARALYZING DOSES 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

I 300 
340 

Isolated nerve 
sartorius 

Millimoles/liter 

1 IO 

minutes 

I 9.25 

I 14 

I G 

I 6 

REFERENCES 

(24, 121) 

(106, 121) 

(121) 

(121) 

t-1 

H 

O 
S) > 



AT-Octyl-

AT-GS-Hydroxycthyl)-

Ar-(/3-Aminoethyl)-

Ar-(/3-Acctoxyethyl)-

Af-Etbyl-2-methyl-

N- (/3-Acctoxyethyl) 2-
methyl-

y\/^ 
\ v N+C8H17 

\ / 
N+CH2CH2OH 

^ \ / \ 

N+CH2CH2NH2 

/ \ / \ 

v N+CH2CH2OCOCH3 

V\ 
CH3 

N+C2H6 

\A CH3 

N+CH2CH2OCOCH3 

I 5. (121) 

(211) 

Rabbits 
Cl 27 IV 

(211) 

(143) 

Mice 
M 100 

(106) 
SC 

(143) 



QUINOLlNIIrM COMPOUND 

AT-Ethyl^-methyl-

JV-Acetoxymethyl-4-
methyl-

iV-Ethyl-6-methyl-

iV-Ethyl-2,4-di-
methyl-

STHUCTURE 

CH3 

\ / X 
N+C2H5 

CH 

N+CH2OCOCH3 

CH; / \ / \ 

v N+C2H6 

CH, 

\A CH3 

N+C2H6 

TABLE U—Concluded 
CO 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Curari-
form 

action 

Muscar­
inic 

action 

Stim­
ulating 
nico­
tinic 

action 

Para­
lyzing 
nico­
tinic 

action 

TOXIC DOSE 

mg./kg. 

Mice 
M 120 SC 

Mice 
Br 280 SC 

Mice 
M 85 SC 

Mice 
M 110 SC 

PARALYZING DOSES 

FrOg 

ms./kg. 

Isolated nerve 
sartorius REFERENCES 

Millimoles/liter 

1 I 10 

(106) 

(104) 

O 

(106) 

(106) 



JV-Ethyl-2,6-dl 
methyl-

iV-Methyl-8-liydroxy-

(Diquinolyl dimethyl-
sulfatc) 

N, iV-Dimethyltetra-
hydro-

iV-Ethyl-JV-melhyl-
tc t rahydro-

iV,iV-Dimethyl-6-
methoxytetra-
hydro-
(Dimethylthallin-
ium) 

CH AA 
\ 

N 1 C 2 H 5 

AA 

OH N + CH 3 

Structure undetermined 

/ A A N 

\A / 
v N + 

/ \ 
CH3 CH 3 

\ / N + 

/ \ 
C2H5 CH3 

CII3O, 

V \ / 
N+ 

/A 
CH3 CII3 

Mice 
M 120 SC 

Mice 
I 80 0.1 IV 

Rabbits 
30 

I 12.25 

I 20 

(106) 

(194) 

(98, 211) 

(121) 

(120) 

o 
a 
w 
>• w 
o 
» 
> 
O 
!•3 

> 
O 
O 
W 
M 
g 
l-H 

GO 

c\ 
O 
• 3 
a 
w 

(190) 

OS 
CT) 
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TABLE 12 

Heterocyclic ammonium compounds 

Isoquinolinium compounds 

ISOQULNOLTNIClt 
COMPOUND 

A'-Methyl-

A r-Methyl-6-meth-
oxy-3,4-di-
hydro-

AT-Methyl-6-eth-
oxy-3,4-di-
hydro-

A^-Methyl-e^-di-
hydroxy-3,4-di-
hydro-

/ \ / \ 

N + C H 3 

W 
CH3O 

w N + C H 3 

C2H5O 

HO1 

HO' 

N + C H 3 w 

N + C H 3 

PHARMACOLOGI­
CAL ACTION 

Curari-
form 

action 

+ 

W 
AMVIethyl-e^-di-

methoxy-3,4-di 
hydro-

A7 -Methyl -6,7-di-
ethoxy-3,4-di-
hydro-

A'-Ethyl-6,7-di-
hydroxy-3,4-di-
hydro-

A*-Ethyl-6,7-di-
methoxy-3,4-
dihydro-

A'-Propyl-6,7-di-
hydroxy-3,4-di-
hydro-

. CH3O 

CH 3 O 

W 
N + C H 3 

C2H5O 

C2H6O 

W 
N + C H 3 

HO S\ 
HO 

N + C 2 H 6 

W 
CH 3O 

C H 3 O v 

HO 

HO 

VV 

N + C 2 H 6 

N + C 3 H 7 

Effect 
blood 

pressure 

d p 

d p 

TOXIC DOSE 
MICE 

mg./ki. 

d p 

Cl SO 166 I P 

Cl 50 184 I P 

Cl 50 120 IP 

Cl 50 92 IP 

Cl 50 124 IP 

Cl 50 116 I P 

Cl 50 99 I P 

Cl 50 134 IP 

PARALYZING 
DOSE 
FKOGS 

mg./kg. 

Cl 500 
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TABLE 12—Continued 

ISOQUINOLINIUM 
COMPOUND 

AT-Propyl-6,7-di-
methoxy-3,4-di-
hydro-

JV-Isopropyl-6,7-
dihydroxy-3,4-
dihydro-

Ar-Isopropyl-6,7-
dimethoxy-3,4-
dihydro-

iV-Butyl-G-ethoxy-
3,4-dihydro-

JV-Butyl-6,7-di-
hydroxy-3,4-di-
hydro-

iV-Butyl-6,7-di-
methoxy-3,4-di-
hydro-

Ar-Amyl-6,7-di-
hydroxy-3,4-di-
hydro-

Ar-Amyl-6,7-di-
methoxy-3,4-di-
hydro-

A^-Isoamyl-B^-di-
hydroxy-3,4-di-
hydro-

CHaO/ ' 

CH30I 

H O ^ 

Hol 

CH3O 

CH3O 

N+C3H7 

V 

N+CH(CH3).. 
V 

PHAB MACOLOGI-
CAL ACTION 

Curari-
form 
action 

N+CH(CHa)2 

W 
/ \ / S 

C2H6O^ Y N 
N+C4H9 

W 
HOfA 

HO w N+C4H9 

CH3O 

CH3O 
N+C4H9 

W 
Ho/V^ 
w n I N + C 5 H 1 1 
H 0 V V 
CH3Of^ 

C H , ( \ / \ ^ 
N+C6H11 

HO^A/ ' 

HO* N+C6Hu(iso) 

V 

Effect 
on 

blood 
pressure 

d p 

d p 

d p 

TOXIC DOSE 
MICE 

PARALYZING 
DOSE 
FROGS 

mg./kg. 

CI SO 73 IP 

Cl 50 109 IP 

Cl 50 86 IP 

Cl 50 179 IP 

Cl 50 126 IP 

Cl 50 159 IP 

Cl 50 108 IP 

Cl 50 170 IP 

mg./kg. 

REFER­
ENCES 

(91) 

(91) 

(91) 

(91) 

(91) 

(91) 

(91) 

(91) 

(91) 



368 L. B. CRAIG 

TABLE 12—Continued 

ISOQUINOLINIUM 
COMPOUND 

iV-Isoamyl-6,7-di-
methoxy-3,4-di-
hydro-

Ar-Methyl-6-
methoxy-7-
benzyloxy-1-
(3,4-dimeth-
oxybenzyl)-3,4-
dihydro-

iV,iV-Dimethyl-6-
hydroxytetra-
hydro-

AVV-Dimethyl-6-
methoxytetra-
hydro-

A^Ar-Dimethyl-G-
ethoxytetra-
hydro-

A^.A^Dimethyl-
6,7-dihydroxy-
tetrahydro-

A'^V-Dimethyl-
6,7-dimethoxy-
tetrahydro-

PHARMACOLOGI-
CAL ACTION 

Curari-
form 

action 

CH3O 

CH3O N+CiH11CiSO) 

CH3O1 

CgHsCH2O 

HO 

N+CH 

CH 

^OCH3 

OCH3 

CH3 

^CH3 

\ CH, 

I/ 
N+ 

N+ 

CH3O 

CH3 

C 2 H 6 O f A ^ /** 
I N + 

V\/\ 
CH3 

H O / V ^ /*> 
N+ 

\ 
CH, 

\ CH3 

I/ 
N+ 

HOl 

CH3O 

CH3O 

CH3 

TOXIC DOSE 

Effect MICE 

blood 
pressure 

I mg./kg. 

d Cl 50 130 IP 

PARALYZING 
DOSE 
PEOGS 

mg./kg. 

d p ;C1 50 25 IP 

Cl 50 31 IP 

d p 

Cl 50 58 IP 

Cl 50 33 IP 

Cl 50 20 IP 

REFER­
ENCES 

(91) 

(204) 

(90) 

(90) 

(90) 

(90) 

(90) 
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TABLE 12—Concluded 

COMPOUND 

iV,iV-Dimethyl-
6,7-diethoxy-
tetrahydro-

STRUCTURE 

C2H5O 

C2H6O 

^ V N CH, 

V\/\ 
CH8 

PHARMACOLOGI­
CAL ACTION 

Curari-
form 
action 

Effect 
on 

blood 
pressure 

P 

TOXIC DOSE 
MICE 

tng./kg. 

Cl 50 69 IP 

PARALYZING 
DOSE 
FROGS 

mg./kg. 

ENCES 

(90) 

it was found to be dextrorotatory, it was called d-tubocurarine chloride. King 
(129, 130) showed that d-tubocurarine chloride and Z-curine methochloride are 
isomeric, and proved by a series of Hofmann degradations that d-tubocurarine 
chloride has the following structure: 

CH3O 

ClJ 



TABLE 13 

Heterocyclic ammonium compounds 

Miscellaneous compounds 

CO 

O 

QUATERNARY COMPOUND 

N, JV-Diethylpyrrolidinium 

JV-Methyl-iV-03-phenoxy-
ethyl)pyrrolidinium 

N, 3,3-Trimethylindolinium 

STRUCTURE 

\ / 
C 2 H 6 - N + 

C2Hs 

I I 
U 

C 6 H 6 O C H 2 C H 2 - N + 

CH 3 

I 
V 

CH 3 

p C H 3 

N + 

CH 3 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Cur-
ari-

form 
ac­
tion 

Mus­
car­
inic 
ac­
tion 

— 

Stim­
ulat­
ing 

nico­
tinic 
ac­
tion 

+ + 

Para-
lyz 
ing 

nico­
tinic 
ac­
tion 

e 

Other actions 
TOXIC DOSE 

mg./kg. 

Mice 
I M 140 SC 

Rabbi ts 
Cl 200-500 SC 

PARALYZING 
DOSE 

FROGS 

mg./kg. 

REFERENCES 

(104) 

(106, 107, 
178) 

(211) 

O 

> 



Ar, A'-Dimefhylhexahydro-
azepinium 

l-Phcnyl-2-methylpyra-
zolium 

1 -Phenyl-2,3,5-trimet hy 1-
pyrazolium 

l,3-Diphenyl-2,5-dimethyl-
pyrazolium 

Antipyrine 

C H 3 - N + 

I 
CH3 

N + CH 3 

\ / 
N 

C6H5 

CH 

nCH3 

CH 

-O 

N + C H 3 

N 

CeHs 

IjCeH6 

N + C H , 
\ / 

N 

C6H6 

-T 1 CH 3 

N + C H 3 

\ / 
N 

C6H5 

+ + 

Central 
paralysis 

Central 
paralysis 

Mice 
Br M 23 

(104) 
SC 

(211) 

(207, 211) 

(208) 

(134) 

> w 

O 

> o 

> 
a 

> 
Ul 

w 
d 
o 

c! 
W 
H 

OO 



TABLE IS—Continued 
CO 

IND 

QUATERNARY COMPOUND 

Thiopyrine 

Selenopyrine 

1-Phenyl -2,3-dimethyl -5-
anilinopyrazolium 

1-Phenyl-2,3-dimethyl-5-
(phenylmethylhydrazino) 
pyrazolium 

STRUCTURE 

-s 

I1CH3 

N + CH 3 

\ / 
N 

I 
C6H5 

^Se 

-n CH3 

N + C H 3 
\ / 

N 

CCHB 

C6H6NH 

nCH, 

N + C I I 3 
\ / 

N 

C6H6 

CH3 

\ N N U 

C6H6 

-T]CII3 

N + CH 3 

\ / 
N 

C6H5 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Cur-
ari-
form 

Mus­
car­
inic 

Stim­
ulat­
ing 

nico­
tinic 
ac­

tion 

Para 
lyz-
ing 

nico­
tinic 
ac­
tion 

Other actions 

Central 
nervous 
poison 

Central 
nervous 
poison 

Stimulation 
followed by 
paralysis of 
central ner­
vous system 

Central 
paralysis 

TOXIC DOSE 

me./kg. 

PARALYZING 
DOSE 
FROGS 

mg./kg. 

REFERENCES 

(208) 

(134) M 

O 

> 
i-t 
O 

(134) 

(134) 



l-PhenyI-2,3-dimethyl -5- I 
(phenyldimethylhydra-
zino)pyrazolium 

l-Phenyl-2,4-dimethyl-5-
(phcnyldimethylhydra-
zino)pyrazolium 

N , N-Dimethyloxazolium 

2-Mcthyl-3-benzylbenz-
oxazolium 

2,5-Dimethyl-3-phenyl-
isoxazolium 

C H , 0^* 

\ N N 

I]CH, 

N + CH 3 
\ / 

C6II6
 1J1 

CsHs 

C H , 

CH, f1' Il 
> N x f

CHs 

' N CsHs I 

C6H6 

I I 
O N + - C H , 
\ / \ 

CH, 

A 
V 

O 

•*\ / C H , 

N + 

CH2C6Hs 

CH, 

||CeH6 

N + C H , 

ffi 

e 

+ Central 
paralysis 

300 

(134) 

(211) 

(30) 

(24) 

(208) 

O 
Cl 
W > 
W 
t—( 
*J 
O 
W 
g 
> 
O 
• 3 

H 

!> 
Si 
O 
o 

a 
M 

g 

CO 

H 
d 
O 

S) 
H 

OO 



TABLE 13^Concluded 

QUATERNARY COMPOUND 

2,4,5-Trimethyl-3-phenyl-
isoxazolium 

iV-Methyl -N-phenylmor-
pholinium 

N-Me thyl -JV- (0-hydroxy -
ethyDmorpholinium 

JV-Benzyl-iV-(/3-hydroxy-
ethyl) morpholinium 

JV-Ethyl-7V-(/3-hydroxy-
ethyl)morpholinium 

STRUCTURE 

CH3 - f*. 
CH 3 . N + CH 3 

/ 0 \ 

C6H6
XN+' 

I 
CH3 

/ O x 

HOCH 2 CH 2 ^N + ' 

I 
CH 3 

/°\ 
H O C H 2 C H , N N + ' 

I 
CII2CeHs 

/ 0 \ 

HOCH 2 CH 2
N N + / 

I 

C2Il 5 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Cur-
ari-

form 
ac­

tion 

e 

+ 

+ 

Mus­
car­
inic 
ac­
tion 

Stim­
ula­
ting 
nico­
tinic 
ac­
tion 

Para­
lyz­
ing 
nico­
tinic 
ac­
tion 

Other actions 
TOXIC DOSE 

mg ./kg. 

PARALYZING 
DOSE 

FROGS 

mg./kg. 

Cl 200 

I 300 

I 300 

I 300 

I 300 

REFERENCES 

(211) 

(24) 

(24) 

(24) 

(24) 

CO 

O 
KJ 
> 
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King (128-133), Wintersteiner and Dutcher (223), and Dutcher (31) showed 
that various curare alkaloids have structures of the following two types: 

H2 H2 

NR 

O H CH2 

I I 

CH2 H O 

RN 

H2' 
I ! 

OR" 

1OR"' 

H2 

Type I 
Protocuridine: R is CH3; R' or R"" or 

both are CH3; R" or R'" or both 
are H (133) 

Neoprotocuridine: R is CH3; R' and 
R"" are H; R" and R"' are CH3 

(132) 

Isochondodendrine: R is CH3; R' or 
R"" or both are CH3; R" or R'" 
or both are H (133) 

Type II 
Z-Curine (^-bebeerine) and <i-bebeerine: 

R is CH3; R' and R"" are CH3; 
R ' 'and R" ' a re H (131, 132) 

rf-Tubocurarine chloride: R is (CH3)2, 
making nitrogen quaternary; R' is 
CH3; R" is H; one of R'" and R"" 
is CH3 and the other is H (129) 

c?-Chondocurine: R is CH3; R' is CH3; 
R" is H; R"' and R"" are H and 
CH3 in reverse of eZ-tubocurarine 
chloride (31) 

d-Chondocurarine chloride: R is 
(CH3)2; R', R", R'", and R"" are 
the same as in chondocurine (31) 

Wieland and coworkers (217-220) have isolated a group of very active al­
kaloids from gourd or calabash curare, which they have named calabashcurarines 
and toxiferines. The different alkaloids are indicated by numerals placed after 
the names, such as calabashcurarine I, calabashcurarine II, etc. They were 
able to establish the empirical formulas for these alkaloids and to show that only 
one of the two nitrogens present is quaternary. 

Karrer and coworkers (126, 127) recently published two papers describing 
preliminary work on structural determinations of these alkaloids. From titra­
tion data and preparation of an 7V-nitroso derivative they showed that the non-



TABLE 14 

Alkaloids 

Curare alkaloids 

ALKALOID 

Standard ampulled 

Eucararine 
Strychnolethal ine. . . 

(Bebeerine) 
Z-Curinc dimethio-

d-Curine dimethio-

O-Dimethyl-Z-
curine dimethio-
dide 

EMPIRICAL FORMULA 

C20H23N2O 

C22H21NO1 

C36H38N2O6 

(C 3 8H„H 20 6 )+ + I 2 -

(C38H44N2O6)++!,-

(C,aH, 8 N 2 0 6 ) + + I r 

!PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Curari-
form 

action 

++ 
++ 

+ 

+++ 

+++ 

Other actions 

Paralyzing 
nicotinic 
action 

Central 
paralysis 

Central 
depressant 

TOXIC DOSES 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

150 

0.13 

20 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

50 4.4-6 SC 
100 7 SC 
0.38-0.41 SC 

Rabbi ts 

mg./kg. 

50 1.3 IV 

0.34 

PATtALYZING DOSES 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

2.5 - 5 EL 

Cl 0.2 - 0 . 5 EL 

20 

Minutes to 
paralyze 
isolated 

nerve 
sartorius 

Mill imoles/ 
liter 

1 I 0. 

3.7: 7.0| 

Rabb i t 
head-drop 

18.3 

SAFETY 
INDEX 

RABBITS 
LD 50 

H D r D 50 

I REFERENCES 

mg./ 

0.6 47 (13, 19, 
25,87) 

(13, 86, 
87, 
117, 
118, 
210, 
213, 
216) 

(86) 
(22,139) 

(80, 216) 

(31) 

(86,129) 

(3D 



d-Isochondoden-
diirte 
(d-Isobebccrine) 

aMsochondoden-
drine dimethio-
dide 

O-Dimethylisochon-
dodendrine di-
methiodide 

O-Diethylisochon-
dodcndrine di-
mctliiodide 

d-Chondocurine 
d-Chondocurarine 

chloride 
Protocurino 
Protocurarine 

-a Neoprolocuridine . . . 
d-Tubocurarine 

chloride 

O-Dimcthyl-d-
tubocurarine 
chloride 

O-Diethyl-d-tubo-
curarine iodide. . . . 

O-Dibutyl-d-tubo-
curarine iodide. . . . 

Calabashcurarine I . . 

Bromocalabashcur-
arine I 

Nitrocalabashcur-
arine I 

C1BH38NsOs 
^ * O O-*- -1Oo-1-* i v-^ D 

(C38II44N2Oc)44I2-

(C40H48N2Oc)4+I2-

(C42HS2N20c)++I2-
C3CH38N2O6 

(C38II44N2O6)+-1 Cl8-
C20H23NO3 

( C 2 1 I I 2 6 N O - , ) + 

C36H38N2O6 

(Cn 4 4 N 2 Oc) 4 + Cl 2 -

(C4OTI48N2Oc)44Cl2-

(C42H62N2Oc)44I2-

(C4cIIcoN2Oc)44I2-
C20H2IN2

+ 

C20H20BrN2
+ 

(C20II2ON3O2)4 

_ 

+ + 

+ + 

© 
© 

+ + + 
+ 

+ + 

+ 

+ + + 

+ + + 

+ + 
-

+ + + 

+ + + 

+++ 

Central 
depressant 

(69) 

<0.4 (69, 223) 

1.6 (69,223) 

0.24 

1 SC 

IIC1 45 

O.J 

19.75 

6.5 

(69) 
(223) 

(31,223) 
(131) 
(13, 86, 

131) 
(86,131) 

(13, 86, 
129, 
216, 
223) 

60 

HCl 0.12-0.16 EL 

HCl 0.04 EL 

ITCl 0.008 EL 

(223) 

(223) 

(223) 
(86, 217, 

219) 

(220) 

(220) 



TABLE U—Concluded 

Calabashcurarine 
I I I 

Toxiferinc I 

Calabashcurarine 
I I 

Bromocalabashcur-
arine I I 

Nitrocalabashcur-
arine I I 

Calabashdi hydro -
toxifcrine I 

Calabashisodihy-
drotoxifcrinc I . . 

Toxif erinc I I 
Toxiferine H a 
Toxiferine H b 
Calabashtoxiferine 

I I 

EMPIRICAL FORMULA 

C20IiUiN2
+ 

C2oH2iN2
+ 

C20H23N2" 

C20H23N2"1" 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Curari-
forra 

action 

C20H22BrN2
+ 

(C20H22N3O2)+ 

C20H23N2
+ 

C2oH23N2+ 

C20H23N2
+ 

C20H23N2
+ 

C20H23N2
+ 

+ + + 

+ + 

+ + + 

+ + + 
+ + + 
+ + + 
+ + 

+++ 

++ 

+++ 

Other actions 

TOXIC DOSKS 

Trogs 

mg./kg 

Mic 

mg./kg. 

Rabbi t s 

mg./kg. 

PARALYZING DOSES 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

0.23-0.6 EL 

HCl 2-4 EL 

0 6 

8 

EL 

EL 

0.06 EL 

0.12-0 
0 

0.8-1 
4-

16 EL 
2 EL 
2 EL 

-6 EL 

0.4 EL 

Minutes to 
paralyze 
isolated 

nerve 
sartorius 

Miliimoles/ 
li ter 

1 I 0.1 

mtnules 

Rabbi t 
head-drop 

P 
M 

"ig./ 

SAFETY 
INDKX 

RABBITS 
Ll) 50 

H D r D 50 

REFERENCES 

(220) 
(217, 

218) 

(SO, 
217, 
219) 

(220) 

(220) 

(217) 

(217) 
(217) 
(217) 
(217) 

(217) 
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quaternary nitrogen was secondary and not basic. Heating the quaternary 
chloride gave them methyl chloride and a tertiary base, a result which indicated 
that there was a methyl group on the quaternary nitrogen. They interpreted 
titration data on the tertiary base as indicating that the tertiary nitrogen is in a 
reduced isoquinoline ring system and is common to two rings. 

Freise (67) and Carneiro (22) have isolated alkaloids from various South 
American plants believed to be associated with curare: eucurarine from Strychnos 
spp., macowbeine from Macoubea guyanensis, and lethaline and curalethaline 
from Strychnos lethalis. Xo information was found about their physiological 
action or chemical nature. 

The active constituents of curare preparations are quaternary alkaloids; the 
tertiary alkaloids have a very weak or no paralyzing action, but become very 
effective on conversion to the quaternary bases. d-Tubocurarine chloride is the 
active ingredient of the curare preparations which have been most widely used 
and has a paralyzing action on frogs from five to ten times that of standard 
ampuled curare. Chondocurine, which is a tertiary alkaloid, has only a weak 
curariform action; however, when it is converted to the dimethochloride, it has 
an effectiveness about three times that of c?-tubocurarine chloride. Winter-
steiner and Dutcher (223) stated that this is the first instance in which a tertiary 
alkaloid of this type has been converted to a quaternary base which approximates 
or exceeds in potency the naturally occurring active constituents of curare. 

When the two free hydroxyl groups of d-tubocurarine chloride are methylated, 
the resulting compound has a paralyzing action much greater than that of the 
original compound. Ethylation does not show this marked effect, and butylation 
abolishes the activity completely (223). 

The effectiveness of some of the calabashcurarines is greater than that of d-
tubocurarine. Calabashcurarine I paralyzes frogs in doses of 0.12-0.16 mg./kg. 
as compared to a dose of 0.5 mg./kg. for rf-tubocurarine chloride. Calabash­
curarine I can be readily converted to monobromo or mononitro derivatives 
which paralyze frogs in doses of 0.04 and 0.008 mg./kg., respectively. These are 
extremely low paralyzing doses. 

The effective paralyzing action of the curare preparations, as was stated in the 
introduction, led to early clinical investigations for treatment of various muscle 
spasms and for relaxation of muscles during surgical operations (7, 17, 20, 23, 
29, 70, 74, 77, 80, 147, 186), with promising results in some cases. The fact that 
the composition of various curare preparations was not uniform has caused un-
reproducible results in clinical applications. Three things that would be 
desirable in a drug of this type are (1) a powerful and prolonged paralyzing 
action, {2) a relatively large margin of safety, and (3) effectiveness when given 
orally. Intocostrin, which is a standardized, purified curare preparation, has the 
powerful and prolonged action desired but is ineffective orally and has a relatively 
small margin of safety. 

Cohnberg (27) reported recently that intocostrin and d-tubocurarine chloride 
have an effect on the central nervous system. The action is one of stimulation 
of the central nervous system so that hyperexcitability and clonic convulsions 
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are produced. Signs of stimulation are more conspicuous in some animals than 
others. Central nervous depressants such as sodium amytal or cyclopropane 
decrease or prevent intocostrin convulsions, but artificial respiration has little 
effect in controlling convulsions. This central stimulation is another dis­
advantage of curare. 

Clinically, standardized curare preparations in doses of 25 mg. given intra­
venously and 10-40 mg. given intramuscularly have an effect lasting 1 to 2 days, 
so that injections are given about three times a week. Patients still show some 
signs of curare paralysis up to 12 days after administration. The paralyzing 
effect occurs immediately after intravenous injection and in 20 to 30 min. after 
intramuscular injection (19). 

2. Erythrina alkaloids {table 15) 

The extracts of seeds of plants of the Erythrina species have been known for 
many years to exhibit a paralyzing action in animals. Only recently, however, 
has their paralyzing action been shown to be curare-like (213). 

Folkers and Major (57) isolated an active alkaloid erythroidine from Erythrina 
americana Mill., and found that it consisted of at least two isomeric dextroro­
tatory alkaloids, which were designated as a- and /3-erythroidine. Since the 
/3-form is more readily obtained in pure state, it has been investigated chemically 
and physiologically to the greater extent. In further examination of various 
Erythrina species, some twelve different alkaloids, most of which show curare­
like paralysis, have been isolated (40, 43-48, 54-57, 61, 63-65). A series of 
patents have been issued to Folkers and coworkers on procedures for isolating 
and purifying these various alkaloids (41-42, 49-53, 58-60, 62). 

/3-Erythroidine has been shown to have the empirical formula CIeH19NO3 

and to contain a tertiary nitrogen common to two rings, a methoxyl group, two 
olefinic double bonds, and a lactone ring. It was shown to contain an indole 
nucleus by isolation of indole from a potassium hydroxide fusion. After de-
methylation, hydrolysis, methylation, and oxidation of |S-erythroidine, 
3-methoxyphthalic anhydride was obtained. After dehydrogenation, hydrolysis, 
methylation, and oxidation, hemipinic anhydride (3,4-dimethoxyphthalic 
anhydride) was obtained. These facts would indicate that a partial structure 
for /3-erythroidine might be as follows: 

CH3O 
+ C6N fragments 

O 
I 

O = C -

It is highly probable that the ring system of erythroidine differs from that of the 
other erythrina alkaloids (52, 213). 

By catalytic hydrogenation /3-erythroidine is converted into dihydro-/3-ery-
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throidine and two tetrahydro isomers, which are called a-tetrahydro-/3-ery-
throidine and /?-tetrahydro-/3-erythroidine (52, 58, 213). 

One of the compounds isolated from Erythrina extracts was called hy-
paphorine. It was shown to be the betaine of tryptophan (44). 

/V CH2 CH COO-

N+ 
(CH3)S 

Hypaphorine 

\ / 
NH 

This Hypaphorine does not possess curare activity, but the methyl ester does. 
is in line with observations of other betaine-type compounds. 

Of the other alkaloids isolated from Erythrina species, the first structural 
investigation was carried out on erythramine (Ci8H2iN03), which was shown to 
have a tertiary nitrogen common to two rings, a methoxyl group, one olefinic 
double bond, and five fused rings, one of which was aromatic (45). Because of 
the close similarity of the ultravioletabsorption curves of dihydroerythramine and 
6,7-methylenedioxy-l,2,3,4-tetrahydroisoquinoline, the following structure 
was proposed (47): 

H2C 

It was pointed out, however, that one ring might be five-membered. 
In later degradation studies, indole was isolated from potassium hydroxide 

fusions (55). Interpretation of the indole formation suggested that erythramine 
might be one of the following: 

H2C 

O 

-OCH3 

o T i l c=c 

\/J 

H2C 

O 
N 1 

II 

- O C H 3 

N / 
C=C 

/ \ 



TABLE 15 

Alkaloids 

Erythr ina alkaloids 

Hypaphorine. . . 
(Trypto­
phan be-
taine) 

Hypaphorine 
w methyl ester. 
to /3-Erythroidinc 

/3-Erythroidine 
methiodidc .. 

Dihydro-/3-
erythroidine 

a-Tetrahydro-
/3-erythroid-

EMPIRICAL FORMULA 

C1JI17N2O2 

(Ci6II20N2O2)+ 
C16H19NO3 

(C17H22NO3)+!-

C16H21NO3 

C16II23NO3 

+ + 

+ 

+ + 

+ 

OTHER 
ACTIONS 

TOXIC DOSES 

Mice 

mg./kg. 

Ius-
carinic 

I 50 450 
HCl 50 45 
HCl 100 50 
HCl 50 120 
HCl 100 140 
Na+ 50 230 

SC 
SC 
OS 
OS 
SC 

HCl 50 9 . 3 S C 
HCl 50 7 . 5 O S 

Rats 

mg./ig. 

HCl 50 1260 SC 
HCl 50 510 OS 
HCl 50 39.9 IV 

HCl 230 SC 
HCl 320 OS 
HCl 8.9 IV 

Miscellaneous 

mg./kg. 

Rabbi ts 
HCl M 5 
HCl 50 8.6 IV 

Dogs 
HCl M < 3.5 
HCl 50 8.8 IV 

Rabbi t s 
HBr M 1 
HBr 50 2 .1 IV 

Dogs 
HBr M 1 
HBr 50 1.1 IV 

PARALYZING DOSES 

I 
HCl 
Na+ 

I 

HCl 
Na+ 

HBr 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

100 EL 
3-8 EL 
75 EL 

200 EL 

0.6 EL 
0.5 EL 

200 EL 

» « • / 

7.6 

1.5 

SAFETY 
INDEX FOR 

RABBITS 
J.DJ0 
HDrD ~50~ 

88% 

73% 

RKPERENCES 

(44) 

(44) 
(20, 24, 

25, 26, 
57, 
231) 

(213) 

(24, 25, 
26, 52, 
213) 

(213) 



/3-Tetrahydro-
/5-crythroidine 

Erysopino 

Tetrahydroery-
sopme 

Erysonine 
Ery th ra l inc . . . . 

Erythralinc 
mcthiodidc. . 

Dihydroeryth-
raline 

E r y t h r a m i n c . . 
Erythramine 

mcthiodide. . 

OO 
00 Dihydrocryth-

raminc 

Ery thra l inc . . . 
Erythrat ine 

mcthiodidc . . 
Dihydroeryth-

Erysodine 

Tctrahydro-
crysodine . . . . 

Erysovine 

Erysocine 
Erysothiopine.. 

Erysothiovine.. 

C16H23NO3 

C H 1 9 N O 3 

C17H83NO3 

C17H19NO3 

C18H19NO3 

(C19H22NO3)+!-

C18H21NO3 

C18H21NO3 

(CuH2 1NOa)+I-

C18H23NO3 

C18H21NO1 

( C H s 1 N O O + I -

C18H23NO1 

C18H21NO3 

C18II25NO3 

C18H21NO3 

C18H21NO3 

C19H21NO7S 

C20H23NO7S 

++ 
++ 

+ 
+ 

++ 

+ 

+ 
++ 

++ 

+ 
+ 

++ 
+ + 
+ + 
++ 

HBr 0.5 E L 
HCI 4 EL 

HBr 40 EL 
HCl 100 EL 
HBr 10 EL 

I 100 EL 
I 50 EL 

HBr 300 EL 
HBr 10 EL 

I 40 EL 

HBr 300 EL 

HBr 75 EL 

I 300 EL 

HBr 100 EL 
HCl 10-15 EL 

HBr > 300 EL 
HCl 3 EL 

Na + 3 EL 

Na + 1 EL 

Na + 1 EL 

(213) 
(48, 56, 

212) 

(212) 
(48, 63) 
(212, 

213) 

(55, 
212) 

(55) 
(44, 46) 

(55, 
219) 

(45, 
212) 

(46) 

(212) 

(212) 
(48, 56, 

212) 

(219) 
(48, 56, 

212) 
(48) 
(56, 

212) 
(56) 
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Structure I was favored over II because of biogenetical relationships, that is, 
I is a 1-benzyltetrahydroisoquinoline derivative, many of which occur naturally. 

Erythramine, erythraline, and erythratine were shown to have carbon skeletons 
containing five fused rings, four of which were identical for all three of the al­
kaloids. The fifth ring differed in unsaturation and substitution (55). The 
following structures were proposed for these three alkaloids: 

H2C 

Erythramine: A = CH3O-
Erythraline: A = CH 3 O-
Erythratine: A = CH 3O-

- and one double bond 
and two double bonds 

-, HO—, and one double bond 

The alkaloids isolated from various Erythrina species are of two types: those 
occurring as free alkaloids, and those which must be liberated by hydrolysis. 
The stem erythr- has been used in naming the first group, while the stem eryso-
has been used for the liberated alkaloids (48). Thus, erysodine, erysopine, and 
erysonine were isolated after hydrolysis of extracts with hydrochloric acid. 
Erysodine, erysopine, and erysovine have identical nuclear structures, as the 
complete methylation of the alkaloids produces identical compounds (54). 
By chromatographic purification, erysocine, which was thought to be a single 
alkaloid, was shown to be a mixture of erysodine and erysovine, possibly a 
molecular complex (61). Since these liberated alkaloids contain a phenolic 
hydroxyl group and the free alkaloids do not, it was believed that the liberated 
alkaloids were tied up through this group (56). No indication has been given as 
to whether these "eryso-" alkaloids have the same general ring system as erythra­
mine, erythradine, and erythratine. The substituents found for these alkaloids 
are as follows: erysopine has one —OCH3, one alcoholic —OH, and one phenolic 
•—OH; erysodine has two —OCH3 groups and one phenolic —OH; and erysovine 
has two —OCH3 groups and one phenolic —OH (48). 

Folkers, Koniuszy, and Shavel (56) isolated two sulfur-containing alkaloids, 
erysothiovine and erysothiopine, which were found to give erysovine and eryso­
pine on acid hydrolysis. The other compound formed in the hydrolysis was 
found to be sulfoacetic acid. Since the sulfur-containing alkaloids were weakly 
basic, the sulfoacetic acid residue was believed to be attached as a sulfonic ester 
to the phenolic hydroxyl group. 

The erythrina alkaloids are the first compounds containing a tertiary nitrogen 
that exhibit a pronounced curariform action. In all other cases, the conversion 
of a tertiary base which has a curare action to a quaternary compound greatly 
enhances the action. This is not the case with the erythrina alkaloids, as 
/3-erythroidine is reduced in effectiveness by a factor of about twenty on con-
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version to the methiodide. This is also true to a lesser extent with erythraline, 
erythramine, and erythratine. 

/3-Erythroidine paralyzes frogs in doses of 3-8 mg./kg. as compared to doses 
of 0.5 mg./kg. of d-tubocurarine chloride. Dihydro-/3-erythroidine is five to ten 
times more effective than /3-erythroidine itself. The /S-tetrahydro-/3-erythroidine 
also has an action greater than that of the unsaturated alkaloid, but the a-
isomer is very much less effective. 

Erysothiopine and erysothiovine are three to four times as effective as eryso-
pine and erysovine, and differ from them only by the presence of a sulfoacetic 
residue on the ring. This indicates that the sulfoacetic group, attached as a 
sulfonic ester, enhances curare activity. 

Because of the effectiveness of /3-erythroidine and dihydro-/3-erythroidine and 
particularly because they are effective orally, they have been investigated 
clinically with some success as possible curare substitutes (17, 19, 28, 33, 37, 70, 
71, 72, 73, 77, 79, 81, 82, 148, 184, 185, 221, 222). The paralyzing action of 
/3-erythroidine is not as intense or prolonged as that of standardized curare 
preparations, but it has a greater margin of safety. /3-Erythroidine given in­
travenously has an effect lasting at most 24 hr., making it necessary to give 
injections daily. Burman (20) reported that it has a hypnotic effect when given 
orally that is not shown when given by injection. 

3. Quaternary derivatives of cinchona alkaloids (table 16) 

Quaternary salts of quinine and cinchonine have been prepared and are found 
to possess marked curare activity. The nitrogen of the quinuclidine ring is the 
most basic and is in the quaternary form in the monoalkylquininium salts. 
The diquaternary salts have only about half the curare activity of the mono­
alkylquininium salts. 

In the series of monoalkylquinium salts, a maximum effectiveness is shown by 
the amyl derivative in paralysis of both frogs and rabbits. If the ratio of the 
dose in the rabbit head-drop test to the toxic dose for a rabbit is taken as an 
indication of margin of safety, the amylquininium salt is the safest to use. The 
amylquininium salt is about one-sixth as effective in frogs or rabbits as stand­
ardized curare; compared to /3-erythroidine, it is less effective in frogs but more 
effective in rabbits. Using the above ratio as the margin of safety, the quininium 
salt is safer than either curare or /3-erythroidine. 

The quininium salts have an action of about one-third the duration of that of 
curare (25). Harvey (78) found that quinine itself has a weak curare action 
which is greatly increased by formation of the monoquaternary salt, the central 
and other effects being greatly reduced or abolished. He found that methyl-
quininium chloride is effective orally, a dose of 150-200 mg. producing in cats a 
sequence of events similar to those caused by curare injected into humans. 

Methylcinchoninium sulfate has about the same action as the corresponding 
quininium salt; however, the amylcinchoninium salt is less effective than the 
corresponding quininium salt. 

Quinine methochloride and ethochloride have been investigated clinically as 



TABLE 16 

Alkaloids 

Quaternary derivatives of cinchona alkaloids 

QJTATEXNAH.Y ALKALC 

H O C H — 

ID 

/J^CH=CH, 
CIlJ 

I N + 

R 

V 
OO 

JV-Methylquinin-

N-Ethylquinin- . . . 

AT-Propylquinin-

AT-lsopri 

inium 
tf-Butyl 

>pylquin-

quinin-

iV-Amylquinin-

A/ - T a n a m vlnn ni t i -

R'i 

R 

—OCU, 

- O C I I 3 

- O C H 3 

- O C I I 3 

- O C H 3 

- O C H 3 

R' 

- C H 3 

—CzHs 

—C3H 7 

—C3H,(iso) 

- C J I , 

—C6Hn 

PHARMACOLOG­
ICAL ACTION 

C
ur

ar
if

or
m

 
ac

ti
on

 Other 
actions Rabbits 

++ 

++ 

++ 

+ 

++ 

++ 

mg./kg. 

Cl SO 7 IV 

Cl 50 7.6 IV 

Br 50 3.4 IV 
Cl 50 2.9 IV 

Cl 50 13.2 IV 

Cl 50 9.5 IV 

Br 50 10 IV 

TOXIC DOSES 

Dogs 

mg./kg. 

Cl M 15 IV 
Cl 50 16.3 IV 

Cl 50 12.9 IV 
Cl M 8.5 IV 

Br 50 5.9 IV 
Cl 50 4.3 IV 

Cl 50 9.3 IV 

Cl SO 5.8 IV 

Br 50 15.6 IV 

Rats 

mg./kg. 

Cl M < 5 IV 
Cl 50 5 IV 

Cl 50 5.2 IV 
Cl M < 5 IV 

Br 50 4.2 IV 
Cl 50 6.9 IV 

Cl 50 20.8 IV 

Cl 50 7.2 IV 

Br 50 4.5 IV 

Cl 
Br 
I 

Cl 

Br 
Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

Br 

PARALYZING DOSES 

Frogs Rabbits 

mg./kg. 

4 0 E L 
50 
60 

30 KL 

5 0 E L 
7 0 E L 

2 0 0 E L 

5 0 E L 

3 0 E L 

nn TPT 

mg./kg. 

Cl 7.5 
Br 5 

Cl 5 

Rabbit 
head-drop 
HDrD 50 

mg./kg. 

Cl 5 

Cl 3.3 

Br 3.2 
Cl 2.4 

Cl 8.6 

Cl 4.2 

Br 3.9 

SAFETY 
INDEX 

RABBITS 

LD 50 
HDrD 50 

72 

44 

Br 93 
Cl 81 

65 

44 

39 

11 

REFER­
ENCES 

(24, 
25, 
26, 
78, 
211) 

(25, 
26) 

(25) 

(25) 

(25) 

(25) 

m i 



JM -Jrlexylquinin-
ium 

iV-Methylcinchon 
inium 

JV-Amyleinchonin 
ium 

iV-Carbomet,hoxy-
mclhyleinehoii-
iniuni 

- O C H 3 

—H 

—H 

—II 

C6II13 

-CH 3 

-C5H11 

- C H 2 C O O C H 3 

+ 

+ + 

+ + 

+ + 

HO C I I - 1 

^ 

CH1 C H = C H 2 

CH, 

\ l / 
N + 

I 
It' 

It" 

.V,JV-Dimetliyl-
quininium. . . 

iV,.V-Dimethylein-
choninium 

R 

-OCH 3 

—IT 

R' 

- C H 3 

- C H 3 

It" 

-CH3 

-CH 3 

+ 

IV-Methylcinchonicinium. 

O = C -

\ 

^ / \ 

^ C H = C H 2 

CHi 
\ l / 

N + 

CH3 

Con-
vul-
sant 

N ' 

Br SO 20.8 IV Br 50 9.3 IV Br 80 EL 

SO4 26-40 

I 60-80 

I 50 

Br 4.1 41 (25) 

(32, 
87) 

(32, 
87) 

(87) 

150 (24, 
211) 

(211) 

(211) 
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curare substitutes (8, 79, 81). The results were described as "adequate" in the 
treatment of spastic paralysis and in shock therapy; the margin of safety, how­
ever, is uncertain. 

4- Quaternary derivatives of pyridine alkaloids (table 17) 

Various alkylconiinium, alkylconhydrinium, and alkylnicotinium salts possess 
curare actions. The most effective salt reported, ethylbenzylconiinium iodide, 
has a paralyzing action in frogs about one-fiftieth of that of curare or about 
the same as that of methylquininium iodide. 

The presence of two different alkyl groups on the nitrogen of coniine and 
conhydrine gives rise to two stereoisomers, since the quaternary nitrogen and the 
adjacent carbon are now asymmetric. The higher-melting or /3-isomer is always 
more effective than the lower-melting or a-isomer. In the benzylalkylconiinium 
series through the benzylbutyl derivative, the effectiveness decreases with 
increasing length of the alkyl group. However, the isoamylbenzyl derivative 
has an action comparable to that of the ethylbenzyl derivative. In general, the 
conhydrinium salts are less effective than the coniinium. 

The nicotinium salts have only a weak curare action. N, N '-Diethylnicotinium 
iodide is about one-third as effective as iV-ethylnicotinium iodide. This ob­
servation is in line with results in the quininium series, where conversion of both 
nitrogens to the quaternary form reduced the intensity of the curare action. 
It is interesting to note that a quaternary nitrogen in a saturated ring system 
caused marked curare action, which is reduced when a nitrogen in an unsaturated 
ring in the same molecule is converted to a quaternary nitrogen. 

B. Isoquinoline alkaloids (table 18) 

The simple isoquinolinium compounds were discussed on page 351. In that 
discussion, mention was made of the similarity in physiological action of the 
isoquinolines and /?-arylethy!amines. This is also borne out by the similarity 
of action of mescaline and the cactus alkaloid, anhalonidine. 

CH3 Of 

0^0V NH= HO 
CH3O H CH3 

Mescaline Anhalonidine 

Both have a depressant action on the central nervous system. Anhalonidine is 
reported to have a curariform action in large doses (86). 

Laidlaw (138) reported that isoquinoline derivatives substituted in the 6-, 7-, 
and 8-positions with methoxy and methylenedioxy groups are convulsant when 
the nitrogen is tertiary, but devoid of this effect when the nitrogen is quaternary. 
Pyman (159) made these same observations with 6,7-dimethoxy derivatives; 
no mention was made in either case of peripheral paralyzing actions. 
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Macht (142) found that papaverine and related alkaloids tend to inhibit con­
tractions and to relax the tonus of smooth muscle. The inhibitory or depressor 
effect seems to reside in the benzyl portion of the molecule. Papaverine, nar-
cotine, hydrastine, and hydrastinine exhibit this depressor effect, but isoquino-
lines which do not have the 1-benzyl group do not have this relaxing effect and 
may cause contractions. 

Pohl (157) reported that papaverinium salts have no curare action, but give a 
central paralysis. However, Takase (204) reported that papaverinium salts 
paralyze motor nerve endings. In this case, the nitrogen is present in an un­
saturated ring. 

Coclaurine, which has the nitrogen present in a saturated ring, has a weak 
curare action (156) although it is only a secondary base. No information on the 
quaternary salt could be found, but in view of previous results, it should have a 
marked curare action. 

The alkylation of canadine leads to two stereoisomers, and again the higher-
melting or /3-isomer is more effective (ten times) than thea-isomer. /3-Z-Canadine 
methochloride paralyzes frogs in a dose of 2.5 mg./kg., an effect which is com­
parable to that of standardized curare. This compound is particularly interest­
ing, since it contains a quaternary nitrogen which is common to two rings. 

On the other hand, palmatine paralyzes the central nervous system and the 
respiratory center. This is also true of columbamine and jatrorrhizine, which 
are isomers and differ only from palmatine in that one methoxy group is replaced 
by hydroxyl (11, 86). These compounds also contain a quaternary nitrogen 
common to two rings, but one ring is unsaturated. 

The quaternary salts of some of the morphine alkaloids are reported to have 
curare activity; the intensity of their action, however, is not great enough to 
make them of interest. 

6. Quaternary derivatives of miscellaneous alkaloids (table 19) 

Quaternary salts of some of the tropine alkaloids possess curare activity. 
Benzyl- and methyl-atropinium bromides paralyze frogs in doses almost equiva­
lent to that of /3-erythroidine. The only example found where there is any sig­
nificant difference in the effectiveness of different salts of the same onium ion is 
that of benzylatropinium bromide and iodide. The bromide is reported to be 
sixty times as effective as the iodide, an observation that seems doubtful. 

Quaternary salts of some of the indole alkaloids possess curare activity. Of 
the strychninium and brucinium salts reported, the benzyl derivatives are the 
most effective, benzylstrychninium bromide being comparable to /3-erythroidine 
in paralyzing frogs. 

Quaternary salts of two alkaloids of indefinite structure, dendrobine and 
veratrine, have been reported but have little curare activity. 

E. a-GLYCEROL ETHERS (TABLE 20) 

Most of the 143 compounds of this type which were investigated by Berger 
and Bradley (9) give paralysis only in doses which are lethal to some of the 



CONlINIUM COMPOUND 

TABLE 17 

Alkaloids 

Quaternary derivatives of pyridine alkaloids 

OJ 
CD 
O 

Ar,iV-Dimethyl 

Ar-Benzyl JV-ethyl-. 
(/3-Isomer) 

A'-Benzyl JV-cthyl-. 
(a-Isomer) 

A-Benzyl-A/propyl-
(/3-Isomer) 

A-Benzyl-AT-propyl-
(a-Isomer) 

A-BenzyI-A/-butyl-. 
(i3-Isomer) 

A-Benzyl-A-butyl-. 
(a-Isomer) 

Ar-Benzyl-A-isoamyl 
(/3-Isomer) 

A'-Bcnzyl-A-isoamyl 
(a-Isomei) 

iV-Allyl-iV-cthyl-.... 
((3-Isomer) 

JV-Allyl-AT-cthyl-.... 
(a-Isomer) 

JCHjCIhCHg 
R - N * - R ' 

CURARIfORM 
ACTION 

R 

- C H 3 

-CH2C6H5 

-CH2C6H6 

-CH2C6H6 

—CHgCgIIa 

-CH2C6H5 

-CH2C6H6 

—CH 2CgIIs 

-CH2C6H5 

- C H 2 C H = 

- C H 2 C H = 

CH2 

CH2 

R' 

- C H 5 

—C2H6 

- C 2 H 5 

C3H7 

- C 3 H 7 

C4H9 

- C J I 9 

—C5Hn (iso) 

-C5H11GsO) 

-C 2 H 5 

-C 2 H 6 

+ 
++ 
++ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
++ 
++ 
++ 
++ 

TOXIC DOSE 

mg./kg. 

Mice 
I 30-60 

PARALYZING DOSE 
FROGS 

mg./kg. 

60 

25 

43 

64 

77 

107 

120 

33 

42 

45 

52 

REFERENCES 

(117,211) 

(87,211) 

(87) 

(87,211) 

(87) 

(87,211) 

(87) 

(87,211) 

(87) 

(87) 

(87) 

O 

> 



CONHYDBINIUM 
COMPOUND 

iV-Benzyl-JV-ethyl-
(/9-Isomer) 

JV-Benzyl iV-ethyl-
(a-Isomer) 

Ar-Benzyl-Af-propyl-
(^-Isomer) 

JV-Benzyl-iV-propyl-
(a-Isomer) 

iV-Benzyl-iV-isoamyl-
(/3-Isomer) 

iV-Benzyl-JV-isoamyl-
(a-Isomer) 

NICOTINIUM COMPOUND 

iV-Methyl-

JV-Ethyl-

JV, N ' -Diethyl-

k J C H O H C H I C H I 
R - N + 

-CH2CsHs 

-CH2CeIIs 

-CH2C6H6 

-CH2C6H6 

-CH2C6H6 

-CH2C6H6 

R' 

-C 2H 6 

C2H6 

-C 3 H, 

-C 3H 7 

-C 6Hn (iso) 

-C6Hu (iso) 
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CH3N+ 
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C2H6 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Rabbi ts 
I 800-1200 SC 

59 

65 

67 

80 

72 

86 

* 

(87) 

(87) 

(87) 

(87) 

(87) 

(87) 

I 180 
SO4 1000-1670 
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SO4 200-333 
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TABLE 18 
Alkaloids 

Isoquinoline alkaloids 

ALKALOID 

Coclaurine 

Papaverine 

Papaverine methochloride 

STRUCTURE OR TYPE 

CH1O 

HO 

/ \ 
^ 

I NH 

CH, 

I 

CH1O 

OH 

'Ti 
CH.oL J) 

CH.O 

CH.O 
I 

V 

\ / 
CH 

I 
V 

OC 

1 
\ / 

CH A 

OCH, 

H, 

a-
^+CH1 

i 

OCH, 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Curari-
form 
action 

+ 

-

? 

Other actions 

Central 
paralysis 

Central 
paralysis 

TOXIC DOSE 

mg./kt. 

PARALYZING 
DOSE 

FROGS 

mg./kt. 

REFERENCES 

(129) 

(142, 157) 

(117, 157, 
204) 

CO 
CO 

H 
O 
M > 



Papaverine ethochloride 

Papaveraldine methochloride 

a-Z-Canadine methochloride 

(3-d-Canadine methochloride 
a-i-Canadine methochloride . 
/3-d-Canadine methochloride 

CH8O 

CH8O 
N+CH, 

C = O 

Cl-

OCH8 

OCH, 

O 

H2C 
\ 

/YY> 
\ /w \ 

O 

Ci-

N+CH, 

CH8O / \ / 

CH.O 
V 

Central 
paralysis 

Central 
paralysis 

++ 

© 
++ 

Cl 25 

Cl 2.5 

(157, 211) 

(117, 157) 

(137, 211) 

(137) 
(137, 211) 
(137) 

o 
d 

> 
l-H 

O 
SJ 

> 
O 
H 

O 
n 
K 

O 

CO 

H 
S) 
c) 
O 
H 
d 
Si 

OO 
CD 
CO 



TABLE 18~Continued CO 
CD 

Palmatine 

Protopine 

Tetrandrine mcthiodide 

STKUCTUBE OH TYPE 

O 

H 2C 
\ 

\ 
N 

\ 
C 

o \ 
O 

O 

(C38H15N2Oe)+I-
(Bisbenzylisoquinoline type) 

\ 
( 

/ 
CH 2 

PHARMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Curari-
form 

action 
Other actions 

Central 
paralysis 

Muscarinic 
and nicoti­
nic actions 

TOXIC DOSE 

mg./kg. 

PABALYZING 
DOSE 

MtOGS 

mg./kg. 

lEFEKENCES 

(11, 86) 

(86) 

(140) 

M 

O 
W 
>• 



Morphine methochloride 

Morphine cthochloride 

Apomorphine methobromide 

H O 

HO 

N J - C H , 

Wl 
C H , 

H O / 

HO' 

Mice 
Cl 7.5-10 SC 

Cl 167 (117, 122, 
211) 

(211) 

o 
d 
w 
P-
SJ 
t-H 

O 

% 

Br 100 (211) 

( • 
!?! 
O 
O 
W 
H 
e 
O 

CO 

§ o 

W 

CD 



TABLE 18— Concluded 
w 
CD 
Ci 

ALKALOID 

Codeine methochloride 

Acetylcodeine methochloride 

STKUCTUHE OH TYPE 

A 
i / 

OCH, 

1 
V 

X L /cHj 

V / N i - C H , 

CH, 

OCH, 

<4) 
O 

Il / / / C H 2 

CH3COf N 

' ̂  / 

I 7 ci_ 

kl N±_ 

CH 

CH, 

PHABMACOLOGICAL ACTION 

Curari-
form 

action 

© 

Other actions 
TOXIC DOSE 

mg./kg. 

Mice 
Cl 17 SC 
Br 30 SC 

Mice 
Cl 9 SC 

PARALYZING 
DOSE 
IHOGS 

mg./kg. 

KEEEHENCES 

(117, 122, 
211) 

(211) 

t-1 

H 

O 
M > 
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O 
CO 

W 
o / — 
° V-

„ 
ffi 

-CL. 

O 
M 
O 

O 
I ** 

+ X 

\ 
S 

-a 
o 

03 



TABLE 19 
Alkaloids 

Quaternary derivatives of miscellaneous alkaloids 

QUATERNARY ALKALOID 

iV-Benzyltro-
pinium 

iV-Carboniethoxy 
methyltro-
pinium 

A'-Methylatro-
pinium 

N-Ethylatro-
pinium 

JV Benzylatio-
pinium 

STRUCTURE OR EMPIRICAL FORMULA 

CH1 CH- CH2 

I I 
C6H5CH2N+CH3 CHOH 

I I 
CH2 CH CH2 

CH2 CH CH2 

I I 
CH3OCOCH2N+CH3 CHOH 

I I 
CH2 CH CH2 

C I I 2 - C H CH2 0 

I I Il 
CH3N+CH3 CHOCCHC6H5 

I I I 
C H 2 - C H CH2 CH2OH 
CII2—CH CH2 O 

I I Il 
C2H6N+CH3 CHOCCHC6H6 

I I I 
CH2—CH CH2 CH2OH 
CH2 CH CH2 O 

I I Il 
C6H5CH2N+CH3 CHOCCHC6H6 

I I I 

PHARMACOLOGICAL 
ACTION 

Cu ra tri­
form 

action 

+ 

+ 

++ 

+ 

++ 

Other actions 

TOXIC DOSE 

mg./kg. 

Rabbits 
I 180 SC 
SO1 150 SC 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

1000 

1670 

Br 6-10 

Br 10-16 
I 600 

NG DOSES 

Minutes to 
paralyze 

isolated nerve 
sartorius 

Millimoles/liter 
1 I 10 

minutes 

REFERENCES 

(87) 

(87) 

(32,87,117, 
211) 

(211) 

(32,87,211) 

CO 

00 

t1 

O 
W 



iV-Methylco-
cainium 

iV-Methylphyso-
sligminium. . .. 
(N-Methyleser 

inium) 

iV-Methylesero-
linium 

N Methylharmi-
nium 

C H 2 - CH CHCOOCH, 

0 
Il 

CH3N+CH, CHOCC6H5 

I I 
CH2—CH CH2 

CH3 

CH3NHCOO; , / \ 

HO / \ 

\ / \ N A N ±z C I l 3 
I I 
CH3 CH3 

CH3 

\ / \ N / \ N ± / C H , 
I I 
CH3 CH3 

f\ /\ 
CII3O 

N + - C H 3 

\ / s N H ' \ / 
CH3 

7V-Methylisocaly-
canthiniuin.. . (C13H17N2)+ 

Indole type 

Marked 
miotic; 
central 
depres­
sant 

Mice 
I 80 0.75-1 IV 
I SO 250-300 OS 

Weak 
nicotinic 

Convul-
sant; 
respira­
tory 
para-
Iysant 

50-100 

(211) 

(3,201,202) 

(201) 

(140) 

(86,151, 
211) 

0 

> 
ft) 
* J 
O 
W 

> 
0 

> 
O 
0 
W 

P-

in 
yi 
SI 
cl 
0 
• 3 
C l 
W 
H 

CO 
CO 



QUATERNARY ALKALOID 

iV-Methylstrychiu-
nium 

JV-Ethylstrychni-

N-ip-IIydroxy-
ethyl)strychni-

iV-Benzylstrych-

JV-Carbomethoxy-
methylstrychni-

AT-Methylbru-
cinium 

TABLE 19-€<mcluded 

STRUCTURE OR EMPIRICAL FORMULA 

(C22H26N2O2)+ 
Indole type 

(C23H27N2O2)+ 

(C23H27N2O,)+ 

(C28H29N2O2)+ 

(C24H27N2O4)+ 

(C24H29N2O4)+ 
Indole type 

PHARMACOLOGICAL 
ACTION 

M
 

++ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

+ 

Other actions 

TOXIC DOSE 

mi/kg. 

Mice 
Cl 5 SC 

PARALYZING DOSES 

Frogs 

mg./kg. 

SO4 8-13 

SO4 25-40 

Cl 16-23 

Br 6-10 

I 25 

Br 60 
I 25-70 

Minutes to para­
lyze isolated 

nerve sartorius 

Millimoles/liter 

1 I 10 

minu'es 

13-3.6 6.3 

15.5 

REFERENCES 

(32,87,117, 
118,121, 
122,211) 

(32,87,121, 
211) 

(211) 

(32,87) 

(87) 

(24,32,87, 
117,122) 

O 
O 

H 
O 
W > 



iV-Ethylbru-
cinium 

iV-Benzylbru-
cinium 

N-Methylden-
drobinium 

iV-Methylvera-
trinium 

iV-Amylvera-

(C25H31N2O1)+ 

(C30H33N2O1)+ 

(CH28NO2)+ 
Undetermined 

(C33H62NO8)+ 
Undetermined 

(C37H60NO,)+ 
Undetermined 

++ 

+ + 

+ 

e 

Weak mus­
carinic 
and nico­
tinic 

Convul-
sant 

SO1 25-40 

Br 15-25 

>100 

(32,87,211) 

(32,87,211) 

(140) 

(2U) 

(211) 

> 

Cl 
O 

SJ 
H 

O 
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animals. They reported that they were unable to make any correlation between 
chemical structure and paralyzing activity. Some of the most effective and 
least toxic of the ethers are listed in table 20. a-(o-Tolyl)glycerol ether, which 

TABLE 20 

a-Glycerol ethers 

R O C H J C H ( O H ) C H S O H 

Ether 

Butyl 

Amyl 

Isoamyl 

Hexyl 

Phenyl 

p-Chlorophenyl 

2,4-Dichlorophenyl 

p-Bromophenyl 

o-Tolyl 

jn-Tolyl 

p-Tolyl 

p-Ethylphenyl 

p-Methoxyphenyl 

R 

C 4 H , -

C 5 H 1 1 -

(CH3) 2CHCH2CH2— 

CeHn— 

CeHs— 

c i O 
C1<Z>-

Cl 

B-<Z>~ 
<Z> 

CH, 

<z> 
CH3 

C H » < C D > -
C2H6 <^ ^ > -

C H 3 0 ^ = ) > -

TOXIC DOSE 
MICE 

LD50 SC 

mg./kg. 

2800 ± 150 

2000 ± 100 

2100 ± 130 

2230 ± 50 

1680 ± 65 

920 ± 86 

840 ± 44 

1160 ± 57 

1000 ± 56 

1470 ± 89 

1270 ± 61 

1450 ± 67 

1610 ± 50 

PARALYZING 
DOSE 
MICE 

PDSO SC 

mg./kg. 

1480 ± 54 

870 ± 49 

1240 ± 80 

1060 ± 70 

920 ± 98 

420 ± 4 6 

540 ± 5 3 

840 ± 4 4 

325 ± 20 

570 ± 51 

530 ± 39 

820 ± 38 

940 ± 74 

IHEBAPEUTIC 
INDEX 
MICE 

LD50/PD50 

1.89 

2.30 

1.69 

2.15 

1.82 

2.19 

1.55 

1.38 

3.07 

2.58 

2.39 

1.77 

1.72 

has been given the name myanesin, is the most effective and has the greatest 
margin of safety. 

The action of myanesin has been shown to be partially curare-like but mostly 
a depression of reflexes in the spinal cord (9, 10). That the action is somewhat 
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curare-like is shown by the action of high concentrations on nerve-muscle prepa­
rations and the weak antagonism of physostigmine and prostigmine toward it. 
Large and nearly lethal doses are necessary to produce curare-like actions. 
Physostigmine and prostigmine accelerate the recovery of animals from myanesin 
paralysis, but do not abolish the effect of lethal doses of the drug. This suggests 
that the curare-like action accounts for only part of the effect produced. 

The depressant action on the central nervous system is shown by the an­
tagonism to convulsions produced by central nervous system stimulants. My­
anesin does not appear to act on the brain, as it does not effect consciousness; 
hence it is not an anesthetic. In minimum paralyzing doses, myanesin appears 
not to affect blood pressure or respiration. With sufficiently large doses, death 
is due to respiratory failure. 

Table 21 gives the periods of induction and the duration of paralysis for 
various doses of myanesin given intraperitoneally in mice. As shown in this 

TABLE 21 

Duration of myanesin paralysis of mice 

DOSE 

mg./kg. 

150 
175 
200 
225 
300 
350 
500 
550 
600 
650 

PARALYZED 

per cent 

0 
65 
70 
90 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

DIED 

per cent 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

5 
35 
45 
60 

MEAN DDBATION OF INDUCTION 

2 hr. ± 6 min. 
2 hr. ± 6 min. 
1 hr. 48 min. ± 12 min. 
1 hr. 36 min. ± 12 min. 
1 hr. 12 min. ± 6 min. 

48 min. ± 2 min. 

48 min. ± 6 min. 

MEAN DURATION OF PARALYSIS 

12 hr. ± 
13 hr. ± 
23 hr. ± 
25 hr. ± 
56 hr. ± 
61 hr. ± 

120 hr. ± 

1 hr. 42 min. 
4 hr . 18 min. 
4 hr. 12 min. 
2 hr. 48 min. 
6 hr. 42 min. 

12 hr. 42 min. 

4 hr. 18 min. 

table, the duration of paralysis is relatively short, but repeated doses show no 
cumulative effects, and tolerance is not built up. 

Mallinson (145) investigated myanesin as a possible curare substitute in 
clinical use. He observed that the injection of 13 mg. per kilogram of body 
weight in a conscious patient caused no narcosis, although some is produced in 
animals. A dose of 27 mg./kg. in a patient produced some weakness of limbs 
and full abdominal relaxation without narcosis. The action of myanesin is 
enhanced by pentothal, so that full abdominal relaxation is easily obtained in 
man in doses of 10-15 mg./kg. 

In therapeutically effective doses, there has been no evidence of toxic effects 
on any organ of the body. No effect has been noted on the tonus and contraction 
of intestinal muscle. Myanesin has well-marked advantages over curare in 
certain applications, having a much greater margin of safety and bringing about 
relaxation without distress. It is much more effective with barbiturate anesthe­
sia than curare, apparently enhancing the action of the barbiturates. 
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V. SUMMARY 

1. The peripheral curare paralysis is commonly associated with onium com­
pounds, of which quaternary ammonium salts are the most effective. 

2. A few nitrogen compounds which are not quaternary possess weak curare 
action. In general, the conversion of such a compound to a quaternary com­
pound greatly increases the curare action. 

3. The erythrina alkaloids, which contain a tertiary nitrogen common to two 
rings, possess a pronounced curare action. Conversion of this nitrogen to a 
quaternary nitrogen abolishes the curare activity. This is the only class of 
compounds which loses curare activity on conversion of a tertiary nitrogen to a 
quaternary nitrogen. 

4. The length of the alkyl groups on the quaternary nitrogen has an effect on 
the intensity of curare action. Tetraethylammonium salts are less effective 
than tetramethyl, but the effectiveness is again increased with the tetrapropyl 
and tetrabutyl derivatives. In the series of alkyltrimethylammonium salts, the 
maximum effectiveness is reached with the butyl and amyl derivatives; in the 
quininium derivatives, the maximum is reached with the amyl derivative; and 
the curare action increases from the methyl to the butyl derivative of quinolinium 
salts. 

5. The replacing of one alkyl group of tetraalkylammonium salts with a 
chain containing a phenyl group (benzyl or /3-phenylethyl) reduces the mus­
carinic and nicotinic actions. Benzyltriethyl- and /3-phenylethyltriethyl-
ammonium salts possess pure and pronounced curare activity. 

6. The replacing of an alkyl group on a quaternary nitrogen with an aryl 
group reduces the curare activity. 

7. The benzyl group is frequently associated with paralyzing action. In 
pyridinium, strychninium, coniinium, and brucinium salts, the iV-benzyl deriva­
tives have the most intense curare actions; further, 1-benzylisoquinolines have 
relaxing actions, whereas the same isoquinolines without the benzyl group may 
even cause contractions. The curare alkaloids, which possess a very pronounced 
peripheral paralyzing action, are of the bisbenzylisoquinoline type. 

8. The degree of unsaturation of a ring containing the nitrogen, quaternary or 
otherwise, influences the intensity of the curare action. Piperidinium, tetra-
hydroquinolinium, and tetrahydroisoquinolinium salts have more intense curare­
like actions than the corresponding pyridinium, quinolinium, or isoquinolinium 
salts. The canadinium salts, which have a quaternary nitrogen common to two 
saturated rings, possess pronounced curare activity. However, quaternary 
salts of palmatine, columbamine, and jatrorrhizine, which differ from canadine 
in that one of the rings which contains the quaternary nitrogen is unsaturated, 
exhibit a central paralysis rather than a peripheral one. In general, all of the 
really effective curare-like compounds have the nitrogen present in a saturated 
ring. 

9. When a compound containing one nitrogen in an unsaturated ring and one 
in a saturated ring has both nitrogens quaternary, the compound is less effective 
than when only the nitrogen in the saturated ring is quaternary. This is shown 
in nicotinium and quininium derivatives. 
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10. The methoxyl group enhances curare action. Methylation of the two 
free hydroxyl groups in d-tubocurarine chloride greatly enhances its paralyzing 
action, whereas ethylation decreases and butylation abolishes the action. A 
methoxyl group in the 6-position enhances the curare action in quinolinium 
salts. The quininium salts are somewhat more effective than cinchoninium 
salts, the former containing a methoxyl group in the 6-position. /3-Erythroidine 
and other erythrina alkaloids contain methoxyl groups. 

11. When the conversion of a compound to a quaternary nitrogen compound 
produces two isomers, the higher-melting or /3-isomer is invariably more effective 
than the lower-melting or a-isomer. This is true in numerous quaternary de­
rivatives of coniine, conhydrine, and canadine, and in the tetrahydroerythroidine 
derivatives. 

12. The sulfoacetic acid group enhances curare activity in some of the erythrina 
alkaloids. 

13. The replacing of oxygen in choline with sulfur greatly enhances the curare 
action and abolishes the stimulating nicotinic action. 

14. Certain a-glycerol ethers exhibit paralyzing actions. Of those tested, 
a-(o-tolyl)glycerol ether has the strongest action. These compounds do not 
possess a true curare-like action, but are the only compounds which do not con­
tain nitrogen that have been reported to have possible therapeutic value as 
paralyzing agents. 

15. The calabashcurarines, of unknown structure, are the most effective com­
pounds reported. Nitration and bromination in some cases markedly increase 
their activity. 

16. Curare alkaloids, erythrina alkaloids, quininium salts, and prostigmine 
have been used clinically for producing relaxation of muscles in various types of 
neuromuscular disorders involving spasm or contraction. 

The author would like to express his appreciation to Dr. R. Plato Schwartz for 
his interest in this work and to Dr. D. S. Tarbell and Dr. V. Boekelheide for their 
assistance in the preparation of the manuscript. 
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