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Novel s y n t h e s e s  of he t e rocyc l i c  compounds by i n t r a -  a n d  in te rmolecular  r eac t i on  

of imines with o-quinodimethanes de r ived  f rom bensocyclobutenes  are r e p o r t e d .  

I - o r  2-Benzocyclobutenyl-3,4-dihydroisoquinolines gave, p ro tobe rbe r ine s ,  

but the  methiodide of t h e  above  1 -benso-compound af forded  t h e  sp i robenzyl i so-  

quinoline.  T h e  yohimbaue sys tem w a s  a l s o  obtained by this .method.  T h e  react- 

ion  of benzocyclobutenes with 3,4-dihydroisoquinolines and  indole gave  tetra- 

hyd rop ro tobe rbe r ine s  and  benso(bJcarbazo1es. r e s p e c t ~ v e l y .  Cycloaddit lon of 

Schlff  b a s e s  with t h e  cyclobutene de r iva t i ve  a l s o  yielded tetrahydroisoquinolines. 


