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Ring expansion of 2,15-dimethoxycarbonyll1 Slannulenone 4 , 7  : lO,l3-dioxide 

L b y  dimethylsulfonium methylide gave r i s e  to a 16-membered homatl 5lannulene 3, 
which was transformed to a diol Qby a decarboxylation (copperchromite i n  quino- 

line)-reduction ( N ~ B H  ) sequence. Compound g! i s  considered to be a possible 
4 

p r e c u r s o r  of homo(l5)annulenium h, a 1 4 x  homoaromatic cation J_V. As expected, 

in conc. H S O  a t  room temperature exhibited a character is t ic  spectrum, which 
2 4 

is ve ry  s imi lar  to that of aromatic (1 5)annulenium tetrafluoroborate ): (X (in max 

30 '$ H2S04) a t  331 (1 1 0 ,  OOO), 345 nm (1 0,800)), exhibiting absarption maxima (in 

conc.  H s o q )  a t  334 and 349 nm (33,000). This  may be indicative nf the occurrence  
2 

of 13. 
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