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I r r a d i a t i o n  of ortho halogenated N-acy lbenzy~mines  dissolved in 

l iqu id  amonia containing potassium amide affords 1,lcdihydro 3 ( a )  

isoquinolones i n  good y ie lds .  ?he same cycl i sa t ion  can be brought about 

by us ing  LW in THF. Since even subs t ra tes  having a flanked halogen 

could be cycl ised,  t h i s  r ing closure i s  m t  benzyne mediated and probably 

involves  e lec t ron  t r ans fe r  followed by ha l ide  ion expulsion. 

Synthetic value of t h i s  reac t ion  I s  demonstrated through 

convenient approaches t o  a lka lo ids  l i k e  cherylUne and corynoline. 

Attempted extension t o  7-membered r ing  s t ruc tures  led  t o  undole 
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appropriate  m i n e  derived anions. 


