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FACILE REDUCTION OF SULFOXIDES AND SULFILIMIMES TO SULFIDES 

BY USING METAL/CHLOROLIETHYLSILANES 
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A number of significant developments on the synthetic methodology in organ- 

~c sulfur chemistry have becn undertaken so far, in particular, mainly for sulf- 

oxldes which being important intermediates Ln various transformation due to their 

activation characteristics of an adjacent C-H bond for alkylation or condensation 

and to a lesser extent for sulfilimines, since recognition of the possibilities 

that sulfur compounds afforded for synthesis of non-sulfur types proceeded at 

ever swift pace. As part of a program in our laboratory on the organosulfur chem- 

istry, at this tlme, we have presented that dichlorod~methylsilane and chlorotri- 

methylsilane in the presence of metals, in which zinc being by far the best, both 

rcduce quickly below room temperature a wlde range of the following ~ulfaxides 

and sulfilmlnes to the correspondmg sulfides in good to excellent lsolated 

yields( 6 0 - 9 5 8  ) ,  even in the presence of double bond, ketone and ethylene ketal 

function. 
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