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Lead tetraacetate (LTA) oxidation of 7-hydroxy-6-methoxy-1,2,3,4-tetrahydro- 

isaquinoline (I) - In acetic acid (ACOH) glves p-qulnol acetate (L). On the other 

hand, oxidation in AcOH of 6-hydroxy-7-methoxy congener (3 )  having no substituent 

at 1-posltion afforded 5-acetoxy-8-hydroxy-7-methoxy der~vative (41, through a 

novel rearrangement. 8-Hydroxy-7-methoxy- (2)  and 5-hydroxy-6-methoxy- (6 )  tetra- 

hydrorsoqulnoline were ox~dized m AcOH to yield 5-acetoxy-8-hydroxy- (&) and 8- 

acetoxy-5-hydroxy- (1) derivative, respectively. AcOH treatment of 0-quinol ace- 

tate (!, :, 10, or =), obtained from LTA oxldat~on of the corresponding phenol 

(1, 3, 5 ,  or - 6) in methylene chloride at 0'. gave the same product (2. 4, 4, or 

7) as above. It was revealed that oxidation of the tetrahydrolsoquinoline havmg - 

a qualac01 moiety formed initially an o-quinol acetate, which was transformed to 

the final product via a p-quinol acetate as shown on the scheme. 


