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Treatment of 1 with bromine in chloroform afforded the isoindolo[2,1-blisoquinol- 

inium salt 3a and not the 2-(3-isoquinoly1)-benzoic acid bromide Za as previously 

reported by Marslli and s c a r t o n l o .  
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Compound 3a was also obtained from Zb and thionyl bromide. Reactions of 3a with 

0-, N- and C-nucleaphiles led to 4a-c, whereas water and alcohols gave the rlng- 

openlng products 2b and 2c;respectively. 

Furthermore the synthesis of 3b from phthallmidine and phthalaldehyde is describ- 

ed. 
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