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In the previous work, we stereospecifically prepared (E)-alkenylpyridines
from lithiated 2-{trimethylsilylmethyl)pyridine and aldimines of aniline by a
reaction analogous to the Peterson Reaction,1 which has been investigated by many
workers in the unstereoselective syntheses of alkenes from o-silyl carbanion and
carbonyl compounds.2

As an extension of the investigation mentioned above, we wish to report the
reaction of lithiated 2-(trimethylsilylmethyl)pyridine | with oxime methyl ethers
£- The compound 1 lithiated with lithium diisopropylamide (LDA) in THF at -90 °C,
reacted with 2 at -390 °C to give a mixture of trans-2-(2-pyridyl}-2-arylaziridines

A and l-amino-l-aryl-2-(2-pyridyl)ethenes % (Eq. 1)} in moderate yields (X, yields
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% of % and %: cl, 12, 30; H, 38, 1l1: CH3, 15, 30 by ¥MR}. 1In crystal, the
inversion of nitrogen atom in % is fixed in syn form because of the intramolecular
hydrogen bond, as shown in Eg. 1.

Aziridine derivatives have attracted considerable attention, because of their
easy conversion into high polymers, their use as aminoalkylating agents, and their
powerful physiclogical action; especially, some aziridine derivatives are strong-
ly carcinostatic in Vivo.3
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