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The f i r s t  t o t a l  synthesis of sarub ic in  A ( a n t i b i o t i c  U-58,431) (&), which invo lves  an e f f i c i e n t  

and s tereose lec t ive  const ruc t ion  o f  the oxab i cyc l i c  r i n g  system, has been achieved. 

The s u i t a b l y  f unc t i ona l i r ed  bromotetralone(5) der ived from the succinoylbenzene($ was convert-  
%" 

ed i n t o  t h e  methylcarbinol(4) v i a  the a l l y 1  alcohol($). The cyano o c t a l i n  derivative($) prepared 

f romL was subjected t o  c a t a l y t i c  osmylat ion t o  g ive  the tr iol(9J s tereose lec t ive ly .  O-Trimethyl- 

S i l a t i on  of Q fo l lowed by brominat ion w i t h  NBS and then dehydrobromination w i t h  AgC104 a f fo rded the 

oxabicycl ic compound(5) i n  exce l l en t  y i e l d .  The carboxamide(l&) obtained from was s e l e c t i v e l y  

demethylated w i t h  MeSLifDMF t o  produce the monomethyl e t h e r ( g ) ,  which was t reated w i t h  CAN and NH3 

to  give the  t a r g e t   molecule(^) i n  h igh  y i e l d .  
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