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Several natural prduote frm the polyketide pathxsy have the  44wdrcqy(or methq)-Z-pyrone 

stmotwe, ocmplemented with alkyl groups a t  C-3 and/or C-5. No general methds t o  a l w l a t e  these 

poeitims of t r iace t io  acid lff i tme (1) and derivatives seem t o  have bew disclosed. On results 

oan be eonsidered aa a solution for  the alkylation a t  C-3, and are based on the easy trapping of 

the eleotrophilic speoies 2 by thiaphend. Desulfuration of m d u o t s  A ( R M ~  W-2 prerrioualy boi- 

Id in  ffietme for h a )  gives the 3-el~l+Wdr~&ethyl-Z-~rnes, i n  2547% non opti- 

mised w o r d 1  yields. 

On i n i t i a l  results directed towards a lkyla t im a t  C - 5  are oolleoted below. 
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