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The 1:1-C=C-adducts({3a-f) of 2,5-di-tert~butyl-p-benzoquinone(l) with arematic
nitrile N-oxides(2a-f) behaved very interestingly in the presence of base. Thus,
as soon as dropwising sodium hydroxide aqueous sclution to the ethanol soluticns
of adducts(3a-f), the solutions turned bluish, purple and then colourless. Neutra-
lizing the solutions with dil. chloric acid, rearranged products(4a-f) were obrai-
ned almost guantitatively. And the 1:1-C=C-adducts of 2,6-diiscpropyl-p-benzoquin-
one and 2-tert-butyl-5-methyl-p-benzoguinone with nitrile N-oxides(Z2a-f) also gave
the rearranged products, but the adducts of the other dialkyl-substituted-p-benzo-
quincnes with (2a-f) did not undergo rearrangement,

Furthermore, the products(4a-f) were almost never acetylated by usual method
with acetic anhydride and pyridine, but in the presence of sulfuric acid, they

were acetylated almost quantitatively and led to catechol derivatives(5a-f).
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Ar: a=phenyl, b=p-chlorophenyl, c=p-bromophenyl, d=2,4,6-trimethylphenyl
e=2,3,5,6-tetramethylphenyl, f=2,6-dichlerophenyl
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