
PREFACE 

Before joining Columbia University in i9W. .f spent six fruitful years at Tohoku University, 
Sendai. and shared many actlviies, inCluding ffequent drinks at bars with frlends, one of 
the closest being Tetsuji Kametani ($917-1088). His adivies were legendaty, and it WBS 
not unusual to see NM. 68CrBtatfBS both tM)ig papea affer 5 pn, bn Satuiday Memoons 
in those pre-computer years, culnrinafing in fiis 1261 papllrs 

e publication of HETERCSYGLES 80, t am snMlgly 
.who iaty&~ed this new journel. in the early F97m I 
k a Japanese restaumr in New YMwhere he showed 
he journal% current black and WAte cover designed by 

kisa&hitWsohK&hi. DespitBthO gvar:&creasing ~ m b e r o f  nwjoWnals, HETEROCYCLES 
into a ma@ jouW d c h  is Wiity) a seminal role in synthetiC organic 
chewistrj, espaoldny in hktemycles: BeslZles Zhe mew and resirarch 
the Joumd, its unique aspects are the speeial memorial / birthday 

ecompibd W e s  l i n g  the structures and Moacti of all .natural products 
puMlshed in vatbus journal. 

c chendst, I winetimes wonder what Wemcyclic 
ehsmiSty means. Heterocycles ladones, kotamst alkaloids, carbohyd 
adds, porphyrins, essential amino acids, antipiticst etc.; furthermete, the active site of many 
wars contaln heteroaramatic amino adds as their key moiefies. There is no doublt 
that hetemcycles play a central role in &lost biaactive mofecules and in their manifeaah'on 
of bioactivity. The, introduction of ccmbinaforial synthetic and bioSyntheflc plotocois, 
paniwWy in the pharmaceutical and wochemlcal industry, is bound to give rise to a 
further explgsive krcreasg in the number ot Molo@cally and theoreticaly elrciting heterocydio 
maecuies. 

It is abut time that the organization of organi6 textbooks be changed so that chapters dealing 
with heterocydic ehem*lstry are not placed at the end, almost as an addendum. The 
omnipresent and extremely hetewgenou~ hetebXydes are bound to increase their 
s l g n i i i i  in all branches of chemistry and bioOhemiStry as well as in Ow lives. 

We extend our gratitude to Professor Keiiihica Fukumoto. the succesor of n<, and the 
editonal staff who continue to spread the influewe of the journal as well as heterOcydic 
chemistry, so that we now celebrate HETEROCYCLES 50, ths brain-child of Fstsuji 
Kametani's inspiration. 

Koji ~akakihi  
Centennial Pmtessor of Ch@mislry 

Columbia University, U. S. A. 




