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The reaction of the [(η5-C5Me5)MoCl4] complex with [LiBH4 3 THF] in toluene at -70 �C, followed by pyrolysis at
110 �C, afforded dark brown [(η5-C5Me5Mo)3MoB9H18], 2, in parallel with the known [(η5-C5Me5Mo)2B5H9], 1.
Compound 2 has been characterized in solution by 1H, 11B, and 13C NMR spectroscopy and elemental analysis, and
the structural types were unequivocally established by crystallographic studies. The title compound represents a novel
class of vertex-fused clusters in which a Mo atom has been fused in a perpendicular fashion between two
molybdaborane clusters. Electronic structure calculations employing density functional theory yield geometries in
agreement with the structure determinations, and on grounds of density functional theory calculations, we have
analyzed the bonding patterns in the structure.

Introduction

The interest in polyhedralmolecules ranges from transition-
metal cluster compounds, with potential as a new gene-
ration of homogeneous and heterogeneous catalysts, to
polyhedral boranes,1 carboranes,2 or metallaborane clusters.
The extension of polyhedral boron-containing cluster chem-
istry beyond the constraints of single clusters of up to 15
vertices3 is engendered by cluster fusion to generate macro-

polyhedral species.4 Three complementary approaches to the
expansion of cluster networks containing transition metal
fragments have received much attention in metallaborane or
metallacarborane chemistry:5 for example, (i) condensation
involving monoborane reagents,6 (ii) insertion or fragmenta-
tion involving borane or metal carbonyl fragments,7 and (iii)
intercluster fusion of smaller tetrahedral, octahedral, and
trigonal-prismatic fragments with two or more atoms held in
common between the constituent subclusters.8 One advantage
offered by the study of metallaborane clusters is that the
limited bonding capabilities of the borane fragment can be
used to circumscribe the behavior of the metal fragment.
After it had been discovered that the reaction of the

hydrogen-rich [(η5-C5Me5WH3)B4H8] with [BH3 3THF] led
to the isolation of [(η5-C5Me5W)2B5H9], [(η

5-C5Me5W)2B6-
H10], [(η

5-C5Me5W)2B7H9], and [(η5-C5Me5W)3(μ-H)B8H8]
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clusters,9,10 a reinvestigation of a relatedmolybdenumsystem
became of interest. As the results obtained with the tungsten
complex suggested that higher nuclearity clusters than pre-
viously thought might now be accessible, we pursued this
chemistry in the molybdenum system. The objective of
generating higher nuclearity molybdaborane clusters was
not achieved, the only major product being 1.11,12 However,
an interesting fused cluster was isolated, as a minor bypro-
duct. In this report, we now account for the structure and
bonding of a novel vertex-fused molybdaborane cluster, 2.
Also, to provide some new insight into the nature of bonding
in the fused cluster, particularly the long and short Mo-
Mo internuclear distances, density functional theory (DFT)
calculations were carried out.

Results and Discussion

Treatment of the [(η5-C5Me5)MoCl4] complex with
[LiBH4 3THF] in toluene at -70 �C, followed by pyrolysis
at 110 �C, affords dark brown 2 in parallel with known 1
(Scheme 1). Compound 2 has been isolated in modest yield
and characterized spectroscopically as well as by single-
crystal X-ray diffraction analysis.
A solid-state structuredeterminationof2, shown inFigure 1,

shows two bicapped trigonal bipyramidal (btbp) cages fused
in a perpendicular fashion with one molybdenum atom com-
mon to both core skeletons. The outer Mo atoms, which
occupy the equatorial positionsof the individual trigonal plane,
are η5-coordinated to the C5Me5 ligand. The inner Mo atom
which is fused between two clusters has two bridging hydrogen
atoms, one bound to Mo1 and the other one with the Mo2
center (Figure 1). Consequently, each of the fused clusters
resembles the structure of 1, and there is a close correspondence
between most of the structural parameters of 2 and those
of 1. The average B-B distance of 1.70 Å in 2 is shorter in
comparison to that of 1 (1.72 Å). Two of the Mo-Mo bond
distances in 2 (viz., Mo(2)-Mo(3) = 3.0481(5) and Mo(1)-
Mo(3)=3.0247(5) Å, Figure 1) are significantly longer than in
1 {2.8085(6) Å},12 reflecting a notably different environment of
the unique Mo atom. A similar kind of behavior was also
observed in [{1-(Cp*Ru)(μ-H)B4H9}2Ru] in which each of the

fused clusters resembles the parent cluster from which it was
derived.
The major difference between [{1-(Cp*Ru)(μ-H)B4H9}2-

Ru] and 2 is that the former has a shorter metal-metal bond
distance {2.7930(10) Å} compared to the parentmetallaborane
[1,2-(Cp*Ru)2(μ-H)B4H9] {2.8527(4) Å}, while, the latter has
longer metal-metal bond distances {3.0481(5)Å, 3.0247(5)Å}
compared to its parent metallaborane 1 {2.8085(6) Å}. The
intraclusterMo-Mobonddistancesof 2.8256(5) and2.8391(5)
Å in 2 are distinctly longer than those reported in [(η5-
C5Me5MoCl)2B2H6]

11 and [(η5-C5Me5Mo)2B5H7(μ3-OEt)];
13

however, they are comparable to those observed in [(η5-
C5Me5Mo)2B5H9]

12,14 or [(η5-C5Me5Mo)2B5H5Cl4].
15

The spectroscopic data of 2 are fully in accord with the
solid-state structure, and no evidence of fluxional behavior is

Scheme 1

Figure 1. Molecular structure of [(η5-C5Me5Mo)3MoB9H18] (2). The
thermal ellipsoids correspond to 30% probability. Selected interatomic
distances (Å): Mo(1)-Mo(2), 2.8256(5); Mo(1)-Mo(3), 3.0247(5);
Mo(2)-Mo(3), 3.0481(5); Mo(3)-Mo(4), 2.8391(5); B(1)-B(2), 1.731(7);
B(2)-B(3), 1.676(7); B(5)-B(6), 1.724(17); B(6)-B(7), 1.665(14);Mo(1)-
B(1), 2.317(5);Mo(1)-B(3), 2.221(5);Mo(2)-B(2), 2.212(5);Mo(2)-B(4),
2.301(5); Mo(3)-B(4), 2.477(5); Mo(3)-B(5), 2.327(7); Mo(3)-B(9),
2.332(8); Mo(4)-B(6), 2.158(7); Mo(4)-B(8), 2.181(7).
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observed. The IR spectrumof 2 features strong bands at 2480
and 2458 cm-1 due to terminalB-Hstretches. Themolecular
ion peak in the fast-atom bombardment (FAB) mass spec-
trum corresponds to [(η5-C5Me5Mo)3MoB9H18]. The NMR
data for 2 indicate an unsymmetrical structure with inequi-
valent cluster units in solution. Thus, the 1HNMR spectrum
of 2 shows two different singlets for the Cp* fragments
(Cp* = η5-C5Me5) appeared, each at δ = 2.06 and
2.09 ppm in a ratio of 1:2. The 11B NMR chemical shifts as
well as the 1H shifts of the terminal hydrogen atoms corre-
spond closely to those of the comparable atoms of 1. The
Mo-H-Mo protons and the distinct Mo(2)-H-B(4) pro-
ton, as shown in Scheme 1, appeared at δ = -12.62 and
-6.26 ppm, respectively. The 1H resonance at-7.43 ppmhas
been assigned to the four Mo-H-B protons [Mo(1)-H-
B(1), Mo(2)-H-B(1), Mo(4)-H-B(5), and Mo(4)-H-
B(9), Figure 1]. The 1H resonances of the protons that
bridge B5 and B9 and the central Mo3 atom appear at δ =
-9.62 ppm, thereby inverting their relative positions in the
spectrum compared to that of 1. These differences also reflect
the distinctly different electronic environment of the unique
metal center of 2 relative to 1.
The geometry of 2 is unique from the standpoint of the

structure of the resulting boron cage and the environment of
the fused central molybdenum atom. In view of the interest
in the structure of 2, it is interesting to note that 2 exhi-
bits characteristics similar to, but different from, those of
[1,20- and 2,20-B5H10FeB5H10],

16 [2,20-B5H10BeB5H10],
17 and

[{1-(Cp*Ru)(μ-H)B4H9}2Ru],18 reported earlier by the
groups of Grimes, Gaines, and Fehlner, respectively. As
shown in Chart 1, the solid-state structures of these com-
plexes show that two pentagonal pyramid cages fused in a
transoid or perpendicular fashion with one atom common to
both core skeletons. The dihedral angle of 91� between the
basal planes of the two boron cages of 2, placing one of the
equatorial molybdenum fragments into the main boron
framework, clearly shows that two of the btbp units fused
in a perpendicular fashion.
It has become apparent in recent years that a large number

of transition metal-carbonyl clusters, boranes as well as
carboranes, have been synthesized by the condensation or
fusion of smaller cluster fragments.5,7 These cluster types lead
to extensions of the electron counting rules.19 In the Mingos
approach, these condensation processes occur by vertex-,
edge-, or face-sharing.8b The total electron count in such a
condensed cluster is equal to the sum of the electron counts
for the parent polyhedra minus the electron count of the
shared unit (atom, pair of atoms, etc.). The condensed
polyhedron is viewed as a complex between two individual
polyhedra with one polyhedron acting as a ligand toward the
secondpolyhedron.Thus, in termsof counting cluster valence
electrons (cve), the formal disproportionation, as shown in
eq 1, based on the condensation principle is self-evident.
Therefore, as shown in eq 1, 2 can be viewed as formed from
the condensation of six sep [(η5-C5Me5Mo)2B4H10] and
[(η5-C5Me5Mo)2B5H9] with the elimination of Cp*H.

cve ¼
ðCp�MoÞ2B4H10

44

þ ðCp�MoÞ2B5H9 f

46

ðCp�MoÞ3MoB9H18 þ
84

Cp�H
6

ð1Þ

Chart 1
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Wehave also applied themno electron counting rule20 to 2.
The number of skeletal electron pairs required for this
structure is m (number of individual polyhedral fragments)
þ n (number of vertexes in the polyhedron) þ o (number of
single vertex sharing junctions) þ p (number of missing
vertexes in the idealized closo skeleton). Here, m = 5, n =
28, o=4, and p=5. Thus, according to this rule, 2 needs 42
skeletal electron pairs for the cluster bonding. The total
number of electron pairs available in 2 is 48 [3 � Cp* (45e)
þ 9� BH (18e)þ 9� μH (9e)þ 4�Mo (24e)= 92e, i.e., 48
electron pairs].We subtract two electron pairs corresponding
to twoMo-Mobonds, leading to 46 electronpairs. The extra
four-electron pairs are perhaps more localized on the metal
centers and not involved in skeletal bonding. Indeed, in our
natural bond orbital (NBO) analysis, we found a lone pair on
each molybdenum with significant d character.
Notably, the pathway for the formation of 2 has not

been established; however, note that, during the meta-
thesis reaction of [(η5-C5Me5)MoCl4] with borohydrides,
[(η5-C5Me5Mo)2B4H10] could be one of the intermediate
species leading to 1.11 Therefore, compound 2 has been
postulated to be generated from the condensation of [(η5-
C5Me5Mo)2B4H10] and 1 at an elevated temperature.

Computational Studies. One of the most interesting
aspects of the structure of 2 is the differences in Mo-Mo
internuclear distances that range between bonding and
nonbonding interactions. In an effort to understand the
nature of various Mo-Mo interactions, theoretical stu-
dies using extended Huckel theory and DFT methods
were carried out on structure 2. The model of the electro-
nic structure that develops demonstrates the factors
behind the variations in Mo-Mo distances (Figure 2).
The variation in the first set of bond distances con-

taining intracluster bonds, Mo(1)-Mo(2) (2.852 Å)
and Mo(3)-Mo(4) (2.863 Å), can be rationalized as
follows. Fehlner and co-workers14 argued that a central

five-membered ring is more favorable as compared to a
four-membered ring for a metal-metal interaction. We
have found a similar bonding pattern in our case, and as
shown in Figure 3, the extra boron atom in the five-
membered ring (B5) interacts in a bonding fashion with
the δ antibonding orbital of the metals. Subsequently, the
Mo(3)-Mo(4) bond having a B5 middle ring should be
shorter compared to that of the Mo(1)-Mo(2) bond
having a B4 middle ring.
We have observed that the trend in bond lengths is

reversed in this case. It is due to the fact that Mo(1) and
Mo(2) have a bonding interaction with Mo(3), which is a
considerably stronger interaction than the bonding inter-
action provided by the extra boron in the five-membered
ring. The intercluster Mo-Mo bonds (Mo(1)-Mo(3)
(3.042 Å) and Mo(2)-Mo(3) (3.104 Å), involve various
multicenter bonding patterns. Further, in the core of 2,
there exist three different 3c-2e bonds, Mo(1)-Mo(3)-
B(4), Mo(1)-H(22)-Mo(3), and Mo(2)-H(23)-Mo(3).

Conclusion

In summary, a novel vertex-fused molybdaborane cluster,
2, has been discovered,which is remarkable enough in being a
hydrogen-rich cluster, but its thermodynamic stability, to-
gether with its stability in air, makes it unique. The available
synthetic routes to the preparation of fused clusters are often
time-consuming, technically challenging, and low in yield.
However, compound 2 has been isolated in modest yield
(21%). The variation in Mo-Mo bond distances in 2 that
range between bonding and nonbonding interactions is
analyzed in detail.

Experimental Section

General Procedures and Instrumentation.All of the operations
were conducted under an Ar/N2 atmosphere using standard
Schlenk techniques. Solvents were distilled prior to use under
argon. MeI was freshly distilled prior to use; all other reagents
(Aldrich) were used as received. [(η5-C5Me5)MoCl4] was pre-
pared with some modification15 of Green and co-workers’21

work. The external reference, [Bu4N(B3H8)],
22 for the 11BNMR

was synthesized according to the literature method. Chromato-
graphy was carried out on 3 cm of silica gel in a 2.5 cm dia
column. Thin layer chromatography was carried on 250 mm dia
aluminum supported silica gel TLC plates (MERCK TLC
Plates). NMR spectra were recorded on 400 and 500 MHz
Bruker FT-NMR spectrometers. Residual solvent protons
were used as a reference (δ, ppm, CDCl3, 7.26), while a sealed
tube containing [Bu4N(B3H8)] in C6D6 (δB, ppm, -30.07) was
used as an external reference for the 11B NMR. Infrared
spectra were obtained on a Nicolet 6700 FT-IR spectrometer.

Figure 2. Optimized structure of [(η5-C5Me5Mo)3MoB9H18], 2, using
the B3LYP method and LANL2DZ basis set. Different Mo-Mo inter-
nuclear distances which range between bonding and nonbonding inter-
actions are highlighted.

Figure 3. Metal orbital interactions with boron in a four- and five-
memberedmiddle ring. In the five-memberedmiddle ring case (right), the
δ* MO of the metal interacts with the p orbital of the boron (B5) in a
bonding fashion.
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Pancharatna, P. D. Chem. Rev. 2002, 102, 93.

(21) Green, M. L. H.; Hubert, J. D.; Mountford, P. J. Chem. Soc., Dalton
Trans. 1990, 3793.

(22) Ryschkewitsch, G. E.; Nainan, K. C. Inorg. Synth. 1975, 15, 113.
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Mass spectra were obtained on a Jeol SX 102/Da-600 mass
spectrometer/Data System using Argon/Xenon (6 kV, 10 mÅ)
as the FAB gas.

Computational Methods. The structure was optimized using
the Gaussian 03 suite of programs.23 Full molecular geometry
optimization was performed by means of Becke’s three-
parameter hybrid method using the LYP correlation functional
(B3LYP),24 which combines the Hartree-Fock exchange term
with the DFT exchange-correlation terms. The basis set em-
ployed is LANL2DZ.25 The WinCacao program26 is used for
extended Huckel molecular orbital studies. NBO27 methods are
used to analyze the bonding patterns.

Synthesis of 2. To [(η5-C5Me5)MoCl4] (0.5 g, 1.34 mmol) in
20 mL of toluene was added a 6-fold excess of LiBH4 3THF
(4.02mL, 8.05mmol) at-70 �C.Themixture was stirred at room
temperature for 1 h. After the removal of toluene, the residue was
extracted intohexane.The extractwas filtered through a frit using
Celite. The yellowish green hexane extract was dried and taken in
25mL of toluene and thermolyzed at 110 �C for 20 h. The solvent
was removed in vacuo; the residue was extracted into hexane
and passed through Celite. After the removal of solvent from
the filtrate, the residue was subjected to a chromatographic
workup using silica gel TLC plates. Elution with hexane/CH2Cl2
(90:10 v/v) yielded in the following order orange 1, (0.34 g, 48%),
dark brown 2 (0.26 g, 21%), and a trace amount of twoorange-red
oxamolybdaboranes,13 [(η5-C5Me5Mo)2B5(μ3-OEt)H6R] (R=H
and R= n-BuO).

Note that 1 has been characterized by comparison of its
spectroscopic data reported by Aldridge et.al.28

Selected data for 2. MS (FAB) Pþ(max): m/z (%) 905 (iso-
topic pattern for 4Mo, 9B atoms). 11BNMR (128.3MHz,CDCl3,
22 �C): δ 62.7 (br, 2B), 59.1 (br, 2B), 56.3 (d, JB-H=133Hz, 1B),
51.1 (d, JB-H = 131 Hz, 1B), 25.1 (br, 2B), 23.5 (d, JB-H = 141
Hz, 1B). 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3, 22 �C): δ 5.84 (partially
collapsedquartet (pcq), 1BHt), 4.65 (pcq, 2BHt), 4.28 (pcq, 1BHt),
4.16 (pcq, 2BHt), 3.98 (pcq, 1BHt), 3.93 (pcq, 1BHt), 3.73 (pcq,
1BHt), 2.09 (s, 30H, 2Cp*), 2.06 (s, 15H, 1Cp*), -6.26 (br,
1Mo-H-B), -7.43 (br, 4Mo-H-B), -9.62 (br, 2Mo-H-B),
-12.62 (br, 2Mo-H-Mo). 13C NMR (125.7 MHz, CDCl3,
22 �C): δ 108.84, 107.27 (s, η5-C5Me5), 13.11, 12.74 (s, η5-
C5Me5). IR (hexane, cm-1): 2480 m, 2458 m (BHt). Anal. Calcd
for C31H64B9Mo4Cl: C, 39.06; H, 6.77. Found: C, 38.67; H, 7.03.

X-Ray Structure Determination. Suitable X-ray-quality crys-
tals of 2 were grown by the slow diffusion of a hexane/CH2Cl2
(9.5:0.5 v/v) solution, and single-crystal X-ray diffraction stu-
dies were undertaken. Crystal datawere collected and integrated
using an Oxford Diffraction Xcalibur-S CCD system equipped
with graphite monochromated Mo KR (λ=0.71073 Å)
radiation at 150 K. The structure was solved by heavy atom
methods using SHELXS-9729 and refined using SHELXL-9730

(Sheldrick, G. M., University of G€ottingen). The molecular
structure was drawn using ORTEP-3. The non-hydrogen atoms
were refined with anisotropic displacement parameters. All
hydrogens could be located in the difference Fourier map.
However, the hydrogen atoms bonded to carbons and borons
were fixed at chemically meaningful positions and were allowed
to ride with the parent atom during the refinement.

Crystal data for 2 (0.5 CH2Cl2). Crystal system, space group:
tetragonal,P4(2)/n. Unit cell dimensions, a=24.1435(2) Å, b=
24.1435(2) Å, c = 13.8299(2) Å, Z = 8. Density (calculated):
1.559Mg/m3. FinalR indices [I>2 σ(I)]: R1= 0.0316, wR2=
0.0712. Reflections collected, 59 723; independent reflections,
7090 [R(int) = 0.0547]; goodness of fit on F2, 0.904.
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