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This work reports phase diagrams, conductivity isotherms, and data regarding the structure and dynamics
of systems formed by lithium perchlorate and nitrate as solutes and sulfones as solvents. The LiClO4 +
(CH3)2SO2 system behaves like typical electrolytic systems containing a lithium salt and a solvent and forms
a 1:1 solvate; its conductivity isotherm demonstrates a maximum. Unlike typical systems, the phase diagrams
of the LiNO3 + (CH3)2SO2 and LiNO3 + (C2H5)2SO2 systems appear to be simple eutectic. The dependences
of specific conductivity on the concentration of LiNO3 are also uncommon showing no maximum characteristic
to electrolyte solutions. Raman studies and analysis of dynamics performed using Raman data signify that,
in the LiClO4 + (CH3)2SO2 system, solvated cations and contact ion pairs exist. In the LiNO3 + (CH3)2SO2

system, contact ion pairs are present as well, but signatures of cation solvation cannot be found.

Introduction

One of the most valuable applications of solutions of lithium
salts in dipolar aprotic solvents is their use in lithium ion
batteries as electrolytes, that is, media ensuring the transfer of
charges between two electrodes.1,2 Ionic solutions as a whole
and nonaqueous electrolytes for industrial applications in
particular are subjects of continuous interest of chemists since
the discovery of electrolytic dissociation. To consider if a lithium
salt-solvent system meets the criteria of the battery practice,
data regarding its phase diagram and conductivity are of primary
importance, since the former determines the range of the liquid
state of the system and the latter contributes to the ohmic losses
of the battery which must be as small as possible. As a rule,
phase diagrams of binary salt-solvent systems are of the
distectic or peritectic type, revealing the presence of stable
solvates, that is, compounds formed by the solute and solvent.3,4

Concentration dependences of conductivity of these systems
demonstrate a maximum,3-6 reflecting interplay among various
types of particles dominating in the solution, which may contain
solvated cations and anions at low concentrations and several
types of ion pairs and more complex aggregates (triplets,
quadruplets, etc.) at higher concentrations of the solute. Ac-
cording to conductivity theories,5,6 an increase in conductivity
at low concentrations of the solute, when ion pairing is
insufficient, can be associated with the growing number of
charge carriers, whereas the maximum and further decrease of
conductivity at high concentrations appear when ion pairing
becomes pronounced and then prevails.

Understanding speciation in aqueous and nonaqueous elec-
trolytes attracts much attention of experimentalists,7-15 and

vibrational spectroscopy is one of the most powerful tools in
solving this valuable problem, enabling one to uncover the
structure of entities present in solutions.13-21 In particular,
vibrational lines corresponding to “free” and ion-paired anions,
as well as to solvent molecules located within and outside the
solvation sphere of cations, are well-documented.13 It should
be mentioned, however, that from the point of view of dynamics,
solutions of lithium salts in dipolar aprotic solvents are
considered to contain short-lived solvates and ion pairs. Ac-
cording to simulation studies and relaxation measurements,
residence times of solvent molecules in solvate spheres lie within
the picosecond time domain,10,14 thereby revealing just certain
orientational ordering around cations. Residence times of cations
and anions in ion pairs are also short and exceed the duration
of life of solvation shells by an order of magnitude.11

Among electrolytes for battery applications, solutions of
lithium salts in sulfones are especially interesting because of
their high resistivity to electrode materials and ability to ensure
high speed of electrode processes.22 Furthermore, the properties
of sulfones as solvents are unique because of their strikingly
large dielectric constants (47.39 for dimethyl sulfone) and dipole
moments (4.44 D for dimethyl sulfone) which, from the point
of view of quantum chemistry, arise from an unexpectedly
inhomogeneous distribution of the electrostatic potential on the
surface of their molecules.23 Although dimethyl sulfone has been
introduced in electrochemical practice in 1994,24 not so much
work has been done in the field of phase diagrams, conductivity,
and structure of sulfone-based electrolytes.25-27 Another pos-
sible application of sulfone-containing systems is their use as
the so-called salt-solvate electrolytes, namely, those formed
by a mixture of a solvate and a salt (unlike a mixture of a solvate
and a solvent as usual). It has been found that such electrolytes
are advantageous owing to easing reduction processes in
batteries with sulfur anodes28 and ensuring high specific power
of Li-CFx batteries.29 Therefore, our aim in this paper was to
study phase diagrams, to determine the conductivity, and to
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characterize main structural entities in the systems formed by
dimethyl and diethyl sulfone, on the one hand, and lithium
nitrate and perchlorate, on the other.

It is a great pleasure to contribute to the Festschrift issue of
the Journal of Chemical and Engineering Data in honor of
Professor Joseph M. G. Barthel, becausesdue to his outstanding
input in the theory and practice of ionic solutions summarized
in numerous books, reviews, and regular articles, some of
which1,5,14 are referred to heresthese topics and his name are
inseparable.

Experimental Section

Sample Preparation. Lithium nitrate (Fluka, 99.0 %) and
perchlorate (pure, Novosibirsk, Russia) were twice recrystallized
from doubly distilled water and slowly dehydrated in vacuum
until anhydrous salts were formed. These were dried in vacuum
at 150 °C during at least 24 h. Dimethyl sulfone (CH3)2SO2

and diethyl sulfone (C2H5)2SO2, both from Aldrich, g 98 %,
were twice recrystallized from doubly distilled water and
sublimated in vacuum at (90 and 70) °C, respectively. The
completeness of the water removal was checked by the melting
points of the substances. All further operations with lithium salts
and sulfones were performed in a dry glovebox. Remaining
humidity in the glovebox was controlled with a digital hygrometer.

Phase Diagrams. Phase equilibria were studied by means of
differential thermal analysis on a homemade computer-driven
device using samples of the mass of ≈2.5 g. To homogenize
the samples, these were premelted, kept in the molten state for
approximately 0.2 h, cooled, and stored at ambient temperatures.
Heating curves were registered after cooling the samples in a
cooling block kept at t ≈ -100 °C and equilibrating them for
at least 1 h. Thermal analysis data for the systems studied, as
well as representative thermal analysis curves, are given as
Supporting Information.

ConductiWity Measurements. Electrical conductivity was
measured on a digital AC E7-14 immittance meter (Caliber,
Minsk, Belarus) at the frequency of 10 kHz with a 0.5 %
accuracy. A conductometric cell with planar platinum electrodes
was used. Experimental values of conductivity κ were calculated
according to the relation

κ ) k/R (1)

where k is the cell constant and R is the resistance of a solution.
The cell constant was determined in measurements of conduc-
tivity of a 0.1 M aqueous solution of KCl at (0 to 32) °C and
molten lithium nitrate at (240 to 280) °C. Temperature measure-
ments were performed with the resolution of 0.05 K by means
of a chromel-alumel thermocouple in conjunction with a
voltage comparator. Temperature stability was better than 0.1
K. Tables of specific conductivity data for all systems studied
are given as Supporting Information.

Spectroscopic Measurements. Stokes-side Raman spectra
excited by means of an Ar ion laser (LG-106M, Plasma, Ryazan,
Russia, λ ) 488 nm, an output power of (300 to 600) mW)
were recorded on a double monochromator (DFS-24, LOMO,
St. Petersburg, Russia) in the 90° geometry. If a right-angle
Raman scattering experiment is performed in two different
polarization geometries, and the direction of the electric field
of the incident radiation is vertical (V), scattered intensity of
two kinds can be registered, namely, IVV and IVH. In IVV the
electric field of the scattered light propagates in the same
direction as in the incident radiation (V), and in IVH it is
horizontal (H). Both IVV and IVH spectra were registered, and
the so-called isotropic spectra were calculated as

Iiso(ν) ) IVV(ν) - 4
3

IVH(ν) (2)

where ν is the frequency measured in wavenumbers (cm-1),
with an uncertainty in Iiso(ν) of less than 3 %. The instrumental
resolution was fixed at 0.2 cm-1 for the whole set of measure-
ments, and the temperature was controlled with an uncertainty
of 1 K. Samples were flame-sealed in Pyrex tubes with an inner
diameter of 5 mm.

Results and Discussion

Phase Diagrams. The phase diagram of the LiClO4 +
(CH3)2SO2 system is presented in Figure 1, top panel. The
formation of a 1:1 solvate, which melts congruently at 127 °C,
is evident. Mixtures of this solvate with the solvent and the
salt form eutectics containing (31.0 and 60.0) % mole fraction
of LiClO4 and have melting temperatures of (49 and 108) °C,
respectively. The thermal data for other possible solvates (1:4,
20 % mole fraction of LiClO4; 1:2, 33 % mole fraction of
LiClO4; 2:1, 66 % mole fraction of LiClO4) are difficult to
interpret because the differential thermal analysis peaks severely
overlap. An attempt to use X-ray diffraction to distinguish the
phases present was unsuccessful, so that the exact nature of
thermal effects, especially those denoted in Figure 1, top panel,
by empty circles remains unknown.

The phase diagrams of the LiNO3 + (CH3)2SO2 and LiNO3

+ (C2H5)2SO2 systems are shown in Figures 2 and 3, top panels;
respective data files can be found in the Supporting Information.
Unexpectedly, they demonstrate a single eutectic shape with
eutectic points at (30.0 and 15.0) % mole fraction of LiNO3

and melting temperatures of (77 and 65) °C, respectively. Such
a shape of phase diagrams is abnormal to systems containing
lithium salts and dipolar aprotic solvents, evidencing no specific
interaction between the components of the system. As mentioned
above, typical phase diagrams of binary salt-solvent systems
are those of distectic or peritectic type, reflecting the presence
of compounds formed by the solute and solvent (solvates).3,4,30

Some conclusions regarding interactions in a system can be
drawn from the analysis of phase diagrams. As follows from
thermodynamics, in the region close to the neat solvent in an
ideal binary solution containing a hypothetical, undissociated
solute, where the enthalpy of mixing is of zero value and the
process of dissolution is entropy-driven, the mole fraction xi of
the solute i is expressed as31

Figure 1. Phase diagram (top panel) and specific conductivity isotherms
(bottom panel) for the LiClO4 + (CH3)2SO2 system. 9, 125 °C; b, 150 °C;
2, 200 °C.
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ln xi ) -
∆Hm,i

R (1T - 1
T*) (3)

where ∆Hm,i is the enthalpy of melting of the pure component
i at the melting point T* [K], R is the gas constant, and T is the
temperature of the liquidus [K]. Equation 3 is widely used for
calculations of liquidus curves and studies of dissociation in
melts; see ref 32 as an example. Thermodynamic data required
for calculations of the liquidus curves using eq 3 taken from
ref 33 are ∆Hm,LiClO4

) (16.987 ( 0.041) kJ ·mol-1, ∆Hm,LiNO3

) (25.522 ( 0.418) kJ ·mol-1, ∆Hm,(CH3)2SO2
) (20.501 ( 0.836)

kJ ·mol-1, and ∆Hm,(C2H5)2SO2
) (18.409 ( 2.092) kJ ·mol-1. The

results of such calculations (Figure 4) signify that the LiClO4

+ (CH3)2SO2 system is far from ideality and does not obey eq
3, whereas both nitrate-containing systems follow eq 3 much
better. A noncoincidence between the experimental points and
the calculated curve for the diethyl sulfone-rich part of the
LiNO3 + (C2H5)2SO2 system may be caused by uncertainties
in the value of ∆Hm,(C2H5)2SO2

.
ConductiWity Isotherms. Typical specific conductivity iso-

therms for electrolyte solutions reflect interactions between the
solute and the solvent and display a maximum.3-6 An ascending
part of the isotherm reflects an increase in the number of charge
carriers, and a descending part arises from ion pairing and the

growth of viscosity.5,6 This is true for the LiClO4 + (CH3)2SO2

system where the presence of a maximum at low concentrations
of the salt is obvious (Figure 1, bottom panel, see also a data
file in Supporting Information). As far as the second maximum
at ∼40.0 % molar fraction of LiClO4 is concerned, its presence
verified with at least three different samples may be due to the
dissociation of the solvate formed at low concentrations. Similar
behavior has been already noticed in the LiBF4 + (CH3)2SO2

system.27 It should be mentioned that second maxima on
conductivity isotherms have also been found for solutions of
LiClO4 and LiN(SO2CF3)2 in boron acid esters of glycol,34 but
no explanation of this intriguing fact has been given.

In Figures 2 and 3, bottom panels, isotherms of the specific
conductivity are shown for the LiNO3 + (CH3)2SO2 and LiNO3

+ (C2H5)2SO2 systems; respective data files can be found in
the Supporting Information. Unlike isotherms for other elec-
trolytes, these demonstrate a smooth increase in conductivity
to the values characteristic of molten LiNO3. One can conclude
that either the maximum of conductivity is absent in these
systems or it is insignificant and lies at concentrations close to
the neat sulfone. Anyway, the absence of a distinct conductivity
maximum may signify that both dissociation and solvation
processes are suppressed in the systems studied.

Spectroscopic Data: Line Frequencies. To understand these
unexpected data, Raman spectroscopy has been employed to
the LiClO4 + (CH3)2SO2 and LiNO3 + (CH3)2SO2 systems. In
both cases, solutions containing 30.0 % mole fraction of lithium
salts have been used. For such high concentrations of lithium
salts, the presence of free and/or solvated ions and contact ion
pairs can be expected, whereas the formation of solvent-shared
and/or solvent-separated ion pairs seems impossible because of
the lack of solvent (1 Li+ per 2.33 molecule of sulfone). Overall

Figure 2. Phase diagram (top panel) and specific conductivity isotherms
(bottom panel) for the LiNO3 + (CH3)2SO2 system. 9, 150 °C; b, 200 °C;
2, 250 °C.

Figure 3. Phase diagram (top panel) and specific conductivity isotherms
(bottom panel) for the LiNO3 + (C2H5)2SO2 system. 9, 150 °C; b, 200
°C; 2, 250 °C.

Figure 4. Experimental data (points) and calculated liquidus curves (lines)
for the systems studied. 0, LiClO4 + (CH3)2SO2; O, LiNO3 + (CH3)2SO2;
4, LiNO3 + (C2H5)2SO2.
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spectra presented in Figure 5 have been decomposed according
to the method described in refs 35 to 37.

A region between (850 and 1250) cm-1 has been studied. It
contains the most intense lines of both inorganic ions and
dimethyl sulfone. Specifically, in this region, the lines corre-
sponding to the totally symmetric vibrations of perchlorate and
nitrate ion, namely, ν1(A1) of ClO4

- and ν1(A′1) of NO3
-, are

showing up at ≈940 cm-1 and ≈1050 cm-1, respectively,38 and
two strong lines of dimethyl sulfone are observed at (1130 and
1000) cm-1.39 The former, denoted as ν5(A1), corresponds to
the symmetrical stretching of the SO2 group, which is most
sensitive to the coordination of sulfone by cations.26,40 The latter,
denoted as ν6(A1), corresponds to the bending vibrations of the
CH3 group. Weak lines of (CH3)2SO2 in this region are ν25(B2)
at 990 cm-1 and ν7 + ν8(A1) at (1140 to 1145) cm-1.39 In this
paper, we confine ourselves to the most characteristic features
of Raman spectra, namely, the lines of anions and the strongest
ν5(A1) line of dimethyl sulfone.

As follows from spectroscopic studies of solvation and ion
pairing, in diluted solutions,13,16 the line belonging to unper-
turbed, free ClO4

- is showing up at (932 to 934) cm-1. Upon
rising concentration, this line undergoes negligible shift and
becomes asymmetric due to some extra lines emerging on its
high-wavenumber side. The line at (938 to 939) cm-1 belongs
to solvent-separated ion pairs13,16 where perturbations of the
anion are quite significant, and the line at (944 to 946) cm-1

reflects the presence of contact ion pairs13,16 where perturbations
of the anion are the strongest. The sequence for solutions of
LiNO3 is similar:13,41 ≈1042 cm-1 for unperturbed, free NO3

-

ions; (1044 to 1047) cm-1 for solvent-separated ion pairs; ≈1052
cm-1 for ion aggregates (triplets or contact ion pairs). It is
noticeable that, in different solvents, such sequences are the
same.13

In the case of solvents molecules, their perturbations arising
from interactions with cations are even stronger. The vibrational
lines corresponding to unperturbed, free molecules and to
molecules surrounding cations can often be observed sepa-

rately.13 This means that signatures of solvation of cations in
solutions are easier to discern, if compared with those of ion
pairing.

On the basis of this information and the peak frequencies
found in decomposition procedures (Figure 5, Table 1), the
following differences in the molecular structure of the LiClO4

+ (CH3)2SO2 and LiNO3 + (CH3)2SO2 systems can be noticed.
Solvation of Li+ seems evident in the LiClO4 + (CH3)2SO2

system, where the ν5(A1) line of (CH3)2SO2 is blue-shifted (and
broadened) significantly if compared to the neat dimethyl
sulfone, and the intensity of the ν7 + ν8(A1) line becomes
negligibly small. On the other hand, the profiles of the ν5(A1)
and ν7 + ν8(A1) lines in the neat dimethyl sulfone and the LiNO3

+ (CH3)2SO2 system undergo minor changes and probably
indicate no cation solvation.

The lines corresponding to the ν1 vibrations of perchlorate
and nitrate anions are distinctly asymmetric. According to the
positions of split lines obtained in decomposition procedures,
free anions and contact ion pairs seem to be present in both
systems.

A more detailed description of the molecular structure of the
systems under investigation can be obtained in the study of
dynamics based on spectroscopic data.

Spectroscopic Studies of Dynamics. The nature of entities
existing in solutions can be understood in terms of theories of
relaxation phenomena.42,43 It has long been known that pertur-
bations of a particle in a liquid by its nearest neighbors occurring
with a characteristic time τω modulate the vibrational frequency
and cause vibrational phase shifts. Such a phenomenon is called
vibrational dephasing and can be studied by means of an analysis
of isotropic line profiles.44 In brief, the isotropic line profile
I(ν) corresponds to the so-called time-correlation function of
vibrational dephasing GV(t), and GV(t) and Iiso(ν) are interrelated
by the Fourier transform,

GV(t) ) ∫-∞

+∞
Iiso(ν) exp(2πicνt)dν (4)

where c is the speed of the light and t is the time. Computing
time-correlation functions of vibrational dephasing according
to eq 4 and integrating them, one finds the dephasing time τV,
which reflects the speed of dephasing processes caused by
interactions in a liquid. Furthermore, dephasing processes can
be modeled in terms of the Kubo model,45

GV(t) ) exp{-M(2)τω
2[exp(-t/τω) - 1 + t/τω]}

(5)

where τω is the modulation time and

Figure 5. Raman spectra of dimethyl sulfone (top panel) and its solutions
containing 30 % mole fraction of LiClO4 (middle panel) and LiNO3 (bottom
panel) at 180 °C. Thick lines are the measured spectra. Thin lines represent
a decomposition of these spectra according to the method described in refs
35 to 37. Long, medium, and short bars in the middle and bottom panels
indicate the positions of Raman lines corresponding to free anions, anions
in solvent-separated ion pairs, and anions in contact ion pairs, respectively.
An empty arrow in the bottom panel stands for the position of the Raman
line corresponding to the nitrate ion in the matrix isolated Li+ NO3

- contact
ion pair, and a filled arrow indicates the position of the Raman line
corresponding to the nitrate ion in molten LiNO3.

Table 1. Peak Positions ν, Dephasing Times τV, Second Moments
M(2), and Modulation Times τω for Vibrations of Dimethyl Sulfone
Molecules and Perchlorate and Nitrate Ions, in Raman Spectra of
Dimethyl Sulfone and 30 % Solutions of Lithium Perchlorate and
Nitrate in It, and in Molten Lithium Nitrate

liquid or solution assignment ν/cm-1 t/°C τV/ps M(2)/ps-2 τω/ps

Dimethyl Sulfone Molecules
(CH3)2SO2 ν5(A1), SO2 group 1132 180 1.53 0.77 2.82
(CH3)2SO2 + LiClO4 ν5(A1), SO2 group 1145 200 0.46 13.5 0.29
(CH3)2SO2 + LiNO3 ν5(A1), SO2 group 1137 180 1.32 1.04 5.06

Perchlorate Ions
(CH3)2SO2 + LiClO4 ν1(A1), free ClO4

- 936 200 0.71 18.7 0.085
(CH3)2SO2 + LiClO4 ion pair 942 200 1.22 1.23 3.51

Nitrate Ions
(CH3)2SO2 + LiNO3 ion pair 1044 180 0.93 2.16 2.33
(CH3)2SO2 + LiNO3 ν1(A′1), free NO3

- 1056 180 0.67 17.7 0.076
molten LiNO3

51,52 ν1(A′1), free NO3
- 1067 255 0.49 15.0 0.17
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M(2) ) ∫-∞

∞
ν2Iiso(ν) dν (6)

is the second spectral moment of the Raman line (perturbation
dispersion). The modulation times determine the duration of
perturbations in a liquid and are especially sensitive to changes
in interactions between probe particles and their surroundings.

If modulation processes are fast (flexible environment; weak,
nonspecific interactions), τω f 0 and can be treated as times
between collisions, τBC. In this case, the Enskog model46 can
be used for quick estimates of τBC:

τBC ) 1

4σ2N( 2µ
πkT)1/2

(7)

where σ is the collision diameter, N is the number density of
particles, µ is the reduced mass of colliding particles, k is the
Boltzmann constant, and T is the temperature. In the slow
modulation limit (rigid quasi-lattice; strong, specific, directed
interactions), τω f ∞. The second moment (perturbation
dispersion) increases if collisions are fast and strong and deeply
perturb interparticle potential penetrating its repulsion branch
or if repulsion forces prevail, especially upon rising pressure,
while a decrease in M(2) signifies the dominance of attraction
forces as a result of (temporary) bonding.47,48

Performing Fourier transforms of the time-correlation func-
tion, eq 5, in the fast and slow modulation limits, one gets
Lorentzian and Gaussian limiting line profiles, respectively.

Spectroscopic Data: Dynamics. Computations have been
performed according to the method described in refs 35 to 37.
Representative time-correlation functions of vibrational dephas-
ing are shown in Figures 5 to 7. The values of dephasing and
modulation times are collected in Table 1.

An analysis of the dynamics of the dimethyl sulfone
molecules supports the statement regarding the solvation of Li+

in perchlorate solutions and the absence of solvation of Li+ in
nitrate solutions, as made in line shift studies. Time-correlation
functions of vibrational dephasing of the ν5(A1) vibration of
the SO2 group of (CH3)2SO2 in the neat dimethyl sulfone and
its mixture with LiClO4 are considerably different (Figure 6).
In the solution, vibrational dephasing becomes faster, the values
of second moments increase, and modulation times decrease
(Table 1). This trend perfectly coincides with that found by
Perelygin and Krauze for several vibrations of pyridine and
acetone molecules involved in solvation processes in ionic
solutions.49,50 An increase in M(2) upon solvation reflects
stronger collisions between Li+ and (CH3)2SO2 than between
solvent molecules, whereas τω decreases due to the enrichment
of the surroundings of the heavy and slow dimethyl sulfone
molecules with the light, mobile lithium ions. In other words,
from the point of view of vibrational dynamics, dimethyl sulfone

molecules clearly tend to surround lithium ions but do not form
long lasting aggregates (chemical bonds) with them.

On the contrary, changes in time-correlation functions of the
ν5(A1) vibration upon adding lithium nitrate to dimethyl sulfone
are insignificant (Figure 6). Both in the neat liquid and in the
solution, τV, M(2), and τω remain almost the same (Table 1),
thus signifying that the solvent does not form solvates with the
lithium ion and its structure remains similar to that in the single
liquid or that these solvates are unstable. Therefore, we suggest
that the dimethyl sulfone molecules in LiNO3 solutions are not
involved in any interactions with Li+ and stay away from
cations.

Time-correlation functions of vibrational dephasing for free
ions and ion pairs in the LiClO4 + (CH3)2SO2 system are
significantly different in shape (Figure 7). This is due to
differences in modulation processes causing vibrational dephas-
ing of these entities. As follows from Table 1, in spite of
comparable values of dephasing times, the totally symmetric
ν1(A1) vibration of the free ion represented by the low-frequency
line is modulated by a fast process (small τω), and its time-
correlation function has a great M(2), whereas the vibration of
the ion paired anion represented by the high-frequency line is
modulated by a slow process (great τω) due to directed
Li+-ClO4

- interactions, and its time-correlation function has
a small M(2) reflecting attraction between the cations and the
anions.

The shape of time-correlation functions of vibrational dephas-
ing for two types of nitrate ions present in the LiNO3 +
(CH3)2SO2 system is also different (Figure 8). It appears,
however, that, unlike the LiClO4 + (CH3)2SO2 system, the
vibration represented by the low-frequency line is modulated
by a slow process (great τω), and its time-correlation function
has a small M(2) reflecting attraction between the cations and
the anions, whereas the vibration represented by the high-
frequency line is modulated by a fast process (small τω), and
its time-correlation function has a great M(2) (Table 1). In other

Figure 6. Time-correlation functions of the ν5(A1) vibration of the
(CH3)2SO2 molecule in the neat liquid. Thick solid line, neat liquid at 180
°C; thin solid line, LiClO4 + (CH3)2SO2 at 200 °C; dashed line, LiNO3 +
(CH3)2SO2 at 180 °C.

Figure 7. Time-correlation functions of the ν1(A1) vibration of ClO4
- ion

in the LiClO4 + (CH3)2SO2 system at 200 °C. Solid line, free anion; dashed
line, ion pair.

Figure 8. Time-correlation functions of the ν1(A′1) vibration of NO3
- ion

in the LiNO3 + (CH3)2SO2 system at 180 °C and in molten LiNO3 at 255
°C. Thick solid line, free anion; dashed line, ion pair; thin solid line, molten
salt.
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words, the high-frequency line seems to belong to the free ion
and the low-frequency line to an ion pair.

Furthermore, the peak frequency, M(2), and τω values for
high-frequency vibration are close to those for NO3

- in molten
salts51,52 where no association between cations and anions has
been observed.53 On the other hand, the peak frequency of the
low-frequency line appears quite close to that of the contact
ion pair Li+ NO3

- isolated in an argon matrix.54,55 Therefore,
it is tempting to suggest that, in the LiNO3 + (CH3)2SO2 system,
unlike other systems studied to date,13 the totally symmetric
ν1(A′1) vibrations of the free NO3

- are represented by the high-
frequency lines, and the low-frequency lines correspond to
vibrations of NO3

- in the ion pairs. If this assumption is true,
one may claim that, in the LiNO3 + (CH3)2SO2 system, both
components do not significantly interact and prefer to keep the
molecular structure characteristic to the neat liquids. The
dissociation of lithium nitrate in dimethyl sulfone is low, and
in the regions reach in LiNO3, nitrate ions are as free as in the
melt, whereas in the regions reach in (CH3)2SO2, dimethyl
sulfone molecules are as free as in the neat liquid. Since the
temperature is low, the tendency of Li+ and NO3

- to form an
ion pair is pronounced, and the contact ion pairs Li+ NO3

- are
another component of the solution. These statements agree well
with the phase diagram, calculations of the liquidus curves, and
conductivity measurements.

Conclusions

Studies of phase diagrams and conductivity isotherms reveal
that the LiClO4 + (CH3)2SO2 system behaves like typical
electrolytic systems containing a lithium salt and a solvent. The
formation of a 1:1 solvate is clearly seen in this system, and its
conductivity isotherm demonstrates a maximum. Unlike typical
electrolytic systems with lithium salts, the phase diagrams of
the LiNO3 + (CH3)2SO2 and LiNO3 + (C2H5)2SO2 systems
appear to be simple eutectic. The dependences of specific
conductivity on the concentration of LiNO3 are also uncommon,
showing no maximum characteristic to electrolyte solutions.
Raman studies and an analysis of dynamics performed using
Raman data signify that, in the LiClO4 + (CH3)2SO2 system,
solvated cations and contact ion pairs exist. In the LiNO3 +
(CH3)2SO2 system, contact ion pairs are present as well, but
signatures of cation solvation cannot be found.

In spite of the fact that spectroscopic studies of dynamics
have been widely performed with molecular, ionic liquids and
aqueous solutions,12,36,37,42,43,53 their applications to solutions
of inorganic salts in dipolar aprotic solvents are quite rare.41,49,50

As follows from this paper, information regarding vibrational
dynamics appears helpful in interpreting solvation phenomena.
Small line shifts accompanying solvation in the case of dimethyl
sulfone make conclusions regarding solvation tentative. An
analysis of time-correlation functions enables one to prove that,
in the nitrate solutions, Li+ does not perturb the solvent
molecules and their vibrational dynamics remains as the same
as in the neat liquid, whereas in the perchlorate solutions,
dimethyl sulfone molecules definitely tend to surround lithium
cations. Moreover, this analysis is crucial for a correct assign-
ment of vibrational lines to free ions and ion pairs in the LiNO3

+ (CH3)2SO2 system.
It should be also noticed that spectroscopic anomalies are

quite characteristic to nitrates and distinguish them from systems
containing tetrahedral ions like perchlorate.56 One may speculate
that these are due to its planar geometry which, unlike the quasi-
spherical shape of perchlorate, leads to significant asymmetry
in properties.

Interestingly, in spirit of the dynamic criteria of complex
formation,57-59 the lower limit of lifetime of solvates in the
LiClO4 + (CH3)2SO2 system should be considered equal to the
dephasing time (0.46 ps), whereas the modulation time deter-
mines the lower limit of lifetime of the contact ion pairs: 3.51
ps in the LiClO4 + (CH3)2SO2 system and 2.33 ps in the LiNO3

+ (CH3)2SO2 system. These values agree well with existing
estimates.10,11,14

It has been concluded in a recent analysis15 that, in the
measurement of ion pairing, conventional spectroscopic methods
often fail. We guess that the extension of dynamical approaches
to the studies of solvation and ion pairing phenomena, like that
performed in refs 49 and 50 and this work, is undoubtedly
fruitful and enables one to decrease the ambiguity of conclusions
based on spectroscopic data alone. In particular, the trends in
changing time-correlation functions of vibrational dephasing
accompanying the solvation and formation of contact ion pairs
are evident. For solvent molecules, a decrease in modulation
times and increase in the vibrational second moments, as found
by Perelygin and Krauze49,50 and supported in this paper, is
characteristic to solvation processes. Spectroscopically, in
accordance with eq 5 and its Fourier transform, this means that,
upon solvation, the lines of the solvent molecules corresponding
to the vibrations of the functional groups coordinated to cations
become more Lorentzian in shape than in free solvents. For
anions, an increase in modulation times and decrease in the
vibrational second moments, as established in this paper, is
peculiar to the formation of contact ion pairs. Spectroscopically,
this means that the lines of ion paired anions become more
Gaussian in shape than those of free anions. A trend in changing
time-correlation functions of vibrational dephasing accompany-
ing the formation of solvent-separated ion pairs41 is less definite
and should be clarified to obtain a complete picture of the
influence of solvation and ion pairing processes on vibrational
line shapes and dynamics of anions and solvent molecules in
ionic solutions.

Supporting Information Available:

Thermal analysis data, representative thermal analysis curves,
and conductivity data measured in this work. This material is
available free of charge via the Internet at http://pubs.acs.org.
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