
Occasionally a patient pre-
sents for comprehensive or-

thodontic treatment with a “flip-
per”-type removable prosthesis
replacing one or more missing
anterior teeth. For esthetic rea-
sons, it is desirable to bond
brackets to the pontics so that
they resemble the natural anteri-
or teeth. However, the placement
of a continuous archwire creates
problems in inserting and re-
moving the prosthesis. A simple
technique can resolve this dilem-
ma.

Bond brackets to all the
teeth, including those on the
prosthesis, so that the archwire
will lie passively in the horizon-
tal slots of the brackets on the
pontics. Proper bracket position-
ing is critical to avoid displacing
the prosthesis.

Grind the occlusal tie
wings of the brackets on the pon-
tics down to the bases of the
bracket slots (A). The prosthesis
can then be inserted or removed
without removing the archwire
or interfering with its action. To
a layperson, the brackets without
tie wings will appear the same as
those on the adjacent teeth (B).
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