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We have here the fifth volume of the Schumanns® Gmelin
organotin series. " Previous volumes have covered tetraorgano-
tin compounds and organotin hydrides. The present book contin-
ues with the detailed consideration of all organotin fluorides
(RBSnF, R,SnF, and RSnF ) and of triorganotin chlorides (RBSnCl,
R,R*SnCl and RR'R"SnCl).

The organotin fluorides are of interest mainly from the
structural point of view, being associated yia fluorine bridg-
ing in the solid state and poorly soluble. Nonetheless, quite
a few have been prepared and studied by various physical and
spectroscopic methods. Full details and complete references to
this work are given.

Organotin chlorides are of much greater importance and more
than two-thirds of this volume is devoted to this class of com-
pounds. Many have been prepared and studied, and all that is
known about the individual members of this class is given here:
preparation, physical and spectroscopic properties, known chemi-
cal reactions and applications. For most of the RBSnCl compounds
these data are given in the text, but for the less well studied
unsymmetrical-RZR'SnCl and RR'R"SnCl types much of this informa-
tion is provided in tabular form.

The literature coverage is complete through 1975 for the
organotin fluorides, through 1976 for the triorganotin chlorides.
Few, if any, references appear to have escaped the Gmelin litera-
ture net, and this completeness of coverage is one of the reasons
why the Gmelin Handbook is of such great value to inorganic and
organometallic chemists. )
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A very useful feature of Part 1 of the organotin series
was the bibliography of general organotin review, monograph
and book references and of even more general Group IV organo-
metallics references which was provided as a general introduct-
ion to this area. This collection of review-type references is
brought up to date (through 1976) in the present book. Also
provided is a list of references to reviews, monographs and
books which deal wholly or in part with organotin halides.

This book is written in German, but English translations
of the preface, the table of contents, chapter titles and sec-
tion. headings will help the reader whose German is lacking.

This is an excellent and very useful addition to the
Gmelin organotin series, and we look forward to further vol-

umes.
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