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Book review 

The latest volume in this saluable and long-running series consists of 4.x chapter5 
covering: synthesis of heterocycles from hydrogen cyanide derivatives: ring-opening 
of five-membered hrteroarornatic anions: conformation:, of acy1 grcwps in hetercj- 
cyclic compounds; basicity and acidity of a~oles: o\idatl\e tr.~ln~fi,rnlati~,na of 
heteroaromatic iminium salts;: and chemistry of pvrarolnp~rtnlidir~~~~. .X g.w~t deal 
of the chemistq in the first chapter refers to the patent literature and II I> useful tcl 
have this reviewed for the first time. The interesting hiologic~al ;x.ti\.lti 01 p\ra~(j- 
lopyrimidines, purine antagonibta. makes this t-c\ icw timeI>. 

The organometallic contt’lnt c~f this vc:lumc i\ not high. T‘he chapter h> T.L.. 
Gilchrist on ring-opening of five-membered heteroarcmatic anicln.\ 1~ ‘I valuable 
follow-up to reviews on metnllation of five-membered hetercrart,in;lric. cr~~~po~m~js 
and. apart from base-catalyscd ring-opening. deals almost entlrel! with rung-opening 
of lithium salt> c>f five-membered heteroaromatic anion> in rnonct~~c11~~ an3 polx- 
cyclic ring systems. A further chapter on basicitv and acidit\, 4’ ax<~l~~ tn.~~ hc of LIW 

to organometallic chemist\. providing. as it doe>. wmpreht:nAt~ lr~t!~ c~I pas-phnx: 
and solution PK.,> of pvrroleh. indoles, tarbazole~, imitla/lAes. Ilrnrirnid~~7nlcs. 
pyrazoles, indazoles, triazole Y benzotriazoles, tetrazolcs. and pcntx~~lt‘~ 

The volume maintains the standard set by px-evions \olumc:, :EI rhi. series. .The 
referencing system i4 that wed b! Professor Katritzkv in C ‘:,!nprci~en,,~\i~ tletero- 
cyclic Chemistry. but full references ;Ire given at the end of each thaptcl- t’~~r- those 
who. like myself, prefer not t(~ have to familiarix themselws \\ith :: ntx set 01 
abbreviated Journal names. 


