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useful material here. The publishers are to be commended for keeping the price to 
a modest level by current standards, and all libraries should be purchasing this 
series. 
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This is a book written by an enthusiast who has not been afraid to let his 
personality express itself. This may not be acceptable to all in a scientific culture 
where one is encouraged to render everything impersonal, but I found it refresh- 
ing. I hope others might, too. 

The book attempts to cover most aspects of iron in biology, and also to provide 
introductory background. This is ambitious, and the background is perhaps most 
use as revision for those already familiar with the field. Headings such as “Low 
Molecular Weight Iron” might cause problems whereas those skilled in the art can 
easily accept it. A long chapter summarises the functions of iron in biological 
systems, and then the meat of the book commences, as the author deals, in turn, 
with iron uptake and release in cells, plants and animals, iron transport, release 
into cell metabolism, and storage. The final part of the book deals with more 
macroscopic effects, regulation of iron levels, the effects of iron overload and 
deficiency on man, iron and oxidation, and finally, iron and infection. There is an 
extensive bibliography and a short index. 

This is not a book for organometallic chemists as such, but a book for anyone 
interested in coordination chemistry and its particular expression in biological 
systems. It is well written, and the author has not been afraid to express his own 
ideas. It provides a valuable perspective for those of us who might be tempted to 
believe that iron in biology is iron-sulfur clusters plus a bit of other things. I 
strongly recommend it. 
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Normally I do not look favourably upon books arising from conferences or 
symposia. They are often generated by exposing the various authors to some sort of 
duress, the contributions are short and lack comprehensiveness, and are often not 
of value to someone who did not attend. The inclusion of posters helps very little, 
since one is not able to amplify the telegraphic presentation by talking directly to 
the authors. Admitting all this, and more, the present volume was a pleasant 
surprise. 


