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Electronic structure and molecular electrostatic potential (MESP) in ferrocene (FC), cucurbit[n]urils (CB[n])
with n ) 5-8, and their host-guest complexes are obtained within the framework of density functional
theory. MESP topography that is employed to gauge the dimensions of the CB[n] cavity estimates that the
cavity height increases from 7.25 to 7.70 Å along CB[n] homologue series, whereas the diameter of the
CB[8] (8.57 Å) cavity is larger than twice that of CB[5] (3.91 Å). MESP investigations reveal deeper minima
near ureido oxygens in CB[5] along with large electron-rich regions at its portal. A lateral interaction of the
guest FC with hydrophilic exterior of the CB[n] portal and its encapsulation within hydrophobic cavity of the
host are analyzed. The present calculations suggest that CB[5] does not yield stable complexes in either case.
FC interacts laterally with CB[6], and inclusion of the guest occurs, both parallel as well as perpendicular to
the CB[n] axis, in the cavity of higher homologue. Self-consistent reaction field studies indicate that, in the
presence of water as a solvent, encapsulation of FC in parallel fashion is favored within CB[7] and CB[8]
cavities. NMR chemical shifts (δH) of CB[n] protons remain practically unchanged with an increase in the
cavity size; however, they are influenced significantly by water. The spectra thus obtained in aqueous solution
agree with those observed experimentally. The δH values in FC-CB[n] complexes indicate deshielding of
FC protons directed toward portals, while those pointing toward nitrogens exhibit up-shifts in the spectra.

Introduction

Cucurbit[n]urils, cyclic oligomers of glycouril denoted by
CB[n] (n being the number of repeating glycouril units), are
molecular containers that are capable of binding a variety of
guest molecules within their cavities.1 Interestingly, the X-ray
crystal structure of CB[6] was unraveled only in 1981,2 decades
after its synthesis by condensation of glycouril and formaldehyde
in acidic condition.3 In the past 10 years, synthesis and
characterization of CB[n], n ) 5-8, homologues have been
carried out1,4,5 while the existence of higher CB[n] homologues
has been confirmed through electrospray ionization mass
spectroscopic experiments. CB[n] cavity composed of hydro-
philic portals lined by ureido oxygens is capable of accom-
modating a variety of guests that include acids, alcohols,6,7

peptides,8,9 ferrocene, and cobaltocene,10-15 as well as metal
ions and their complexes.1,16-21 Remarkably enough, the CB[n]
hosts in fact bind some metals more strongly compared to what
[18]crown[6] does.22,23 These hosts essentially interact with a
positively charged species which leads to enhanced solubility
in concentrated aqueous acid.22,24 The attributes such as high
affinity, different cavity volumes, solubility in different solvents,
selectivity, and controlled inclusion of different guests endow
CB[n] derivatives with their versatility. They are utilized in
separation technology,25,26 supramolecular chemistry,10,27-37

catalysis,38-40molecularrecognition,41,42drugdeliveryvehicles,14,18,43

DNA binding, gene transfection,44,45 nanotechnology,46,47

dendrimers,15,48 molecular necklaces,49-51 rotaxanes, and
pseudorotaxanes.40,52-61 CB[n] has been used in tunable mo-
lecular machines where the complexation can be turned on or
off and the operational speed can be controlled by varying the
pH.62 By virtue of its large cavity size, CB[8] (or sometimes

CB[7]) can form a termolecular complex accommodating two
aromatic molecules simultaneously,4 a feature that has been
exploited in organic synthesis63-69 and charge-transfer com-
plexes.36,70,71 In particular, CB[8] accelerates and controls the
photoreaction between the guest molecules in ternary complexes,
leading to a product with high stereoselectivity.63 Ferrocene (FC)
and violegen in CB[n] hosts are frequently used guests in a
wide range of applications. Moreover, NMR spectroscopy has
been used to understand encapsulation of viologen72 and FC73

at focal point functionality in newkome-type dendritic block.
On the theoretical front, ab intio and density functional

calculations have been carried out to quantify stabilities of CB[n]
and their methyl-substituted derivatives.74 Electronic structure
of CB[n]75 and their thio analogues76 have also been derived.
Recent work by Carlqvist and Maseras77 on cycloaddition of
azide and alkyne within the CB[6] cavity brings out its potential
as a highly efficient supramolecular catalyst. Within the
semiempirical framework,78 interaction of transition-metal ion
with thia-CB[n] has also been investigated. A supramolecular
strategy for the synthesis of thia-cucurbituril nanotubes of a
desired molecular length is proposed. A class of tubular
nanostructure from thia-cucurbituril macrocycles with transition-
metal ions has been designed. The frontier orbitals here indicate
that the growth of nanotube is likely to initiate at one end.
Furthermore, the NMR has widely been used to gain insights
for the interaction of guest with CB[n] hosts. Theoretical
calculations due to Buschmann et al.79 have shown that the
frontier orbitals in CB[n] homologues are similar and the
predicted NMR chemical shifts therein turn out to be nearly
unchanged.

Despite the important studies outlined above, almost no
endeavor, be it ab initio or be it within DFT, appears to have
been made toward description of inclusion of the guest* Corresponding author. E-mail: spgejji@chem.unipune.ernet.in.
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molecule(s) by CB[n] cavities. In pursuance of precisely this
theme, we derive the electronic structure, molecular electrostatic
potentials (MESP), and the NMR chemical shifts in CB[n], FC,

and their complexes. Relative stabilizations of complexes with
different binding modes of FC with CB[n] have also been
analyzed.

Computational Method

Geometry optimization of CB[n] homologues and their
complexes with FC was carried out employing the Gaussian
03 suit of programs80 using the density functional theory
incorporating Becke’s three-parameter exchange augmented by
Lee, Yang, and Parr’s (B3LYP) correlation functional.81,82

Internally stored 6-31G(d) basis was used in these calculations.
The unit energy (EUnit) was computed as a difference in energies
of monoglycouril and diglycouril (cf. Figure 1).74 The energy
of stabilization of CB[n] homologues was estimated via EStabilz

) ECB[n] - n * EUnit (i.e., subtracting n times the unit energy
from that of the CB[n]).

The MESP at a spatial point r, V(r), is given by

V(r)) ∑
A)1

M ZA

|r-RA|
-∫ F(r ′ )d3r′

|r- r′| (1)

where M is total number of nuclei in the molecule, ZA defines
the charge of the nucleus located at RA and F(r) is the electron
density at location r. The two terms in V refer to the bare nuclear
potential and the electronic contributions, respectively. Regions
conducive to the electrophilic interactions are governed by
substantial negative values of MESP. The topography in MESP

Figure 1. Optimized geometries of monoglycouril, diglycouril, and
atom numbering scheme in CB[n] and ferrocene.

Figure 2. Top and side views of the B3LYP-optimized geometries of the CB[n] homologues superimposed with their crystal structures (displayed
in pink).
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was then mapped by examining eigenvalues of Hessian matrix
at the point where the gradient of V(r) vanishes, and the critical
points (CPs) were thereby located using the program code
written in our laboratory.83 The CPs are characterized in terms
of an ordered pair (R, σ), where R and σ denote the rank and
signature (the sum of algebraic signs of the eigenvalues) of the
Hessian matrix, respectively. These CPs fall into three catego-
ries, viz., (3, +3), (3, +1), and (3, -1). The (3, +3) CPs
correspond to the local minima and represent potential binding
sites for electrophilic interactions in their environs, whereas (3,
+1) and (3, -1) refer to the saddle points. A versatile package
UNIVIS-2000 was used for visualization of the MESP topog-
raphy and isosurfaces.84 NMR chemical shifts (δ) were calcu-
lated by subtracting the nuclear magnetic shielding tensors of
protons in FC and CB[n] from those in the tetramethylsilane
(as a reference) using the gauge-independent atomic orbital
method.85 Effect of solvation on the energies and the proton
chemical shift (δH) values in CB[n] complexes were modeled
through the self-consistent reaction field (SCRF) theory calcula-
tions incorporating the polarizable continuum model86 imple-
mented in Gaussian 03.

Results and Discussion

CB[n] Homologues. Energetic and Electronic Structures.
The atomic numbering schemes in the monomer unit of CB[n]
and FC are shown in Figure 1. Both the top and side views of
the B3LYP/6-31G(d)-optimized CB[n] geometries superimposed
over their crystal structures are displayed in Figure 2. The pink
atoms belong to the crystal structure. As is evident, CB[n]
analogues emerge with cavities of different sizes, and notably,
the diameter of CB[8] is nearly twice that of CB[5]. Stabilization
energy of CB[n] can be calculated from the unit energy as

described in the preceding section. These stabilization energies
predict CB[7] to be 22.0 kJ mol-1 higher in energy relative to
its acyclic polymer devoid of ring strain and large electrostatic
repulsions due to ureido oxygens. Furthermore, a destabilization
amounting to 31.1 kJ mol-1 was predicted for CB[6] at the
B3LYP/6-31G(d) level of theory. The homologues with n ) 5
and 8 are highly unstable; their stabilization energies are 58.8
and 48.8 kJ mol-1, respectively. Thus, the calculated stabiliza-
tion energies have a hierarchy: CB[7] > CB[6] > CB[8] >
CB[5].

Geometrical parameters of CB[n] hosts are reported in Table
1. As may be noticed readily, the CdO and C-N bond distances
remain unchanged in the CB[5] to CB[8] homologues. A largest
contraction of 0.007 Å in the C4-C4′ bonds was noticed in
CB[8] as compared to 1.757 Å in CB[5]. Furthermore, C3H1

and C4H2 bond distances, 1.098 and 1.100 Å in CB[5]
respectively, are 0.004 and 0.002 Å longer in CB[8], while the
C3H3 bond directed toward carbonyl groups in the CB[n] portal
is unchanged along the series. A separation between ureido
oxygens of adjacent glycouril units in the portal (O1O1*)
increases from 3.330 Å in CB[5] to 3.942 Å in CB[8]. It may
therefore be inferred that the repulsion between ureido oxygens
of adjacent glycourils decreases along the series. On the other
hand, the distances of oxygen from proton directing toward the
portal (O1H3) turn out to be 2.425 Å in CB[5] and decrease
further to 2.387 Å in CB[8]. The separation of radially oppo-
site ureido oxygens in a portal of CB[8] is 10.30 Å, nearly twice
that of CB[5] (5.39 Å). These O-O distances suggest the CB[n]
portals with n ) 5-7 are circular, while for CB[8] the portals
are slightly elliptical with major and minor axes being 10.56
and 10.04 Å, respectively. It is worth nothing that, when O-O
distance in the top portal is the largest, the separation of ureido
oxygens in the bottom portal of corresponding glycouril turns
out to be minimum and vice versa. Bond angles generally do
not vary largely; a largest deviation of 2° was predicted for the
angle C3N3C4 incorporating ureido group along the CB[n] series.
From the dihedral angle O1C2N3C3 reported, it may be inferred
that the methylene carbon is directed away from the CB[5]
cavity as opposed to its orientation in CB[7] or CB[8] hosts
wherein it points toward the cavity. For CB[6], the methylene
carbon lies in the plane with a marginal deviation of 2°.
Stabilization energies calculated for CB[6] turn out to be 9.1
kJ mol-1 higher than that for CB[7], but the planarity of
O1C2N3C4 (with less angular strain) may partly be responsible
for CB[6] as a major product during synthesis of these
homologues.5 A change of 20° for C2N3C3H3 dihedral angle
was noticed along the series from CB[5] (-19°) to CB[8] (∼1°).
Furthermore, as it is immediately discernible from the super-
imposed geometries (cf. Figure 2), structures engendered through
the B3LYP prescription match very well with those observed
from the X-ray data. Various bond distances in the crystal
structure are reported in Table 1S in the Supporting Information.
It may be inferred that the O1C2 bond distance in the crystalline
phase of CB[5] (1.219 Å) is assessed very well with the
corresponding value of 1.212 Å predicted from the present
calculations. Likewise, the O1C2 distance, which turns out to
be 1.232 Å in the crystalline CB[8] host, is only marginally
larger than 1.213 Å predicted. It is further gratifying that the
CN distances in these homologues also agree with those obtained
from the crystal data: the C2N3 bond lengths in the crystal data
range from 1.377 Å in CB[5] to 1.368 Å in CB[8], whereas the
calculations herein predict it to be 1.393 Å. Furthermore, N3C3

and N3C4 distances that range from 1.444 to 1.453 Å in the
crystal data are predicted to be remarkably close and turn out

TABLE 1: B3LYP-Optimized Bond Lengths (in Angstroms)
and Bond Angles (in Degrees) in CB[n] Homologues

CB[5] CB[6] CB[7] CB[8]

O1C2 1.212 1.213 1.213 1.213
C2N3 1.393 1.392 1.393 1.393
N3C3 1.447 1.446 1.446 1.445
N3C4 1.447 1.446 1.446 1.446
C4C4′ 1.575 1.572 1.570 1.568
C3H1 1.098 1.100 1.101 1.102
C4H2 1.100 1.101 1.102 1.102
C3H3 1.093 1.093 1.093 1.093
O-O 5.390 7.190 8.530 10.30a

O1O1* 3.330 3.596 3.800 3.942c

O1H3 2.425 2.403 2.392 2.387b

O1C2N3 126.4 126.4 126.4 126.4
C2N3C3 121.0 121.2 121.1 121
C2N3C4 113.0 113.0 112.8 112.7
N3C4C4′ 103.3 103.4 103.4 103.5
N3C2N5′ 107.1 107.1 107.2 107.2
C3N3C4 125.8 125.1 124.4 124
N3C4N5 117.6 117.2 117.0 116.8
O1C2N3C3 3.4 -1.8 -5.3 -7.9
O1C2N5′C5′ -3.4 1.8 5.3 7.9
O1C2N3C4 -172.6 -172.3 -171.4 -171.0
C2N3C4N5 -115.9 -115.8 -116.5 -116.8
C2N3C4C4′ -2.9 -3.0 -3.5 -3.9
C2N3C3H3 -18.8 -10.8 -4.4 0.12
C2N5′C5′H3 18.8 10.8 4.4 -0.17

a CB[8] shows an elliptical cavity with minimum and maximum
O-O distances between oxygens lying opposite in the rim being
10.04 and 10.56 Å, respectively. b Distance between two oxygens in
adjacent glycouril units ranges from 2.377 to 2.396 Å. c Distance
between the O1 and H3 is 3.91-3.97 Å.
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to be 1.445-1.447 Å in the present work. Thus, the predicted
CB[n] geometries at this level of the theory concur well with
the experimental structures.

Bond lengths and bond angles reported in Table 1 are the
average of the respective type of bonds in all glycouril
monomers. Although the calculations are performed without any
symmetry constraints, the predicted bond angles and bond
lengths in the CB[n] are practically the same (their deviation
being less than 0.002 Å and 0.5°, respectively) in all monomers.
Thus, resulting geometries of CB[n], n ) 5-7, lead naturally
to Dnh symmetry, while elliptical portals of CB[8] converge with
C2V symmetry.

It was already pointed out that the cavity dimension and the
charge distribution within the hydrophobic CB[n] cavity pri-
marily governs encapsulation of the guest. MESP brings out
the effective localization of the electron-rich regions and thus
is expected to provide the molecular level understanding of the
host-guest interactions. In the following section we outline the
MESP in the CB[n] hosts.

Electrostatic Potential. The molecular electrostatic potential
maps give a direct perspective of the segments in the molecules
that show affinity toward different types of reactants. A typical
MESP isosurface of V ) -18.4 kJ mol-1 in CB[n] homologues
is displayed in Figure 3. A negative-valued isosurface encom-
passes the entire CB[5] portal and is localized near ureido
oxygens in portals of CB[8]. Effective cavity dimensions in
CB[n] hosts can be estimated from the MESP minima,87 depicted
here as blue dots in the isosurface. The CPs near oxygens in
the portal turn out to be coplanar. The MESP minima, cavity
height, and cavity diameter at portals of the host are presented
in Table 2. The deepest minimum (-299.0 kJ mol-1) is noticed
in CB[5] which gradually becomes shallow (-250.9 kJ mol-1

in CB[8]) when transverse to higher CB[n] homologues. The
“effective cavity diameter”, the separation of CPs in the same
portal of CB[n] that are radially opposite, was estimated to be
3.91 Å in CB[5] and 8.57 Å in CB[8]. These values are
significantly smaller than those derived from the O-O distances
within the same portal. Thus, the “effective cavity diameter” in
CB[8], on the basis of the MESP topography, is predicted to
be 1.73 Å smaller than the separation between the radial opposite
oxygens in the portal. Furthermore, the cavity height can be
determined from a separation between the two planes incorpo-
rating the coplanar MESP minima in the top and bottom portals.

The calculated cavity height increases from 7.35 Å in CB[5] to
7.70 Å in CB[8]. The increase in cavity height between two
consecutive CB[n] homologues gradually diminishes along the
series.

NMR Chemical Shifts. NMR has widely been used as a probe
to understand the encapsulation of the guest within the CB[n]
cavity; the chemical shifts in the CB[n] hosts have therefore
been calculated. Proton chemical shifts (δH) in CB[n], n ) 5-8,
observed in gas phase, water, and experiments are compared in
Table 3. It is immediately perceived that the methylene proton
(H3) directing toward ureido oxygen is largely deshielded and
exhibits a downshift of δH ) 5.9 ppm, while the other methylene
proton (H1) has its δH ) 3.3 ppm in the gas-phase spectra, which
for H2 turns out to be 4.6 ppm. These chemical shifts of host
protons are not dependent on the number of glycouril units in
their isolated state and agree well with those reported by
Buschmann et al.79 In the presence of water as solvent, the δH

values of H1, H2, and H3 protons in CB[8] turn out to be 3.8,
5.2, and 5.6 ppm, respectively. A separation of NMR signals
for H1 and H3 in the presence of water predicted here agrees
well with that observed in the experimental NMR spectra. Figure
4 depicts the placement of the experimental NMR chemical
shifts and compares them with the water-solvated as well as
isolated gas-phase values obtained in the present work. A large
downshift in δH is seen for H1 and H2 protons, unlike for the
H3 proton when water is used as solvent. The overall trend of
chemical shifts thus obtained is similar to that observed in an
experiment and brings out the role of the solvent. Incidentally,
the observed δH values in CB[n] are seen to be ∼0.4 ppm larger
than those obtained from the SCRF calculations.

Inclusion Complexes of Ferrocene and CB[n] Homologues.
Energetics and Electronic Structures. As pointed out earlier,
the CB[n] structures for n ) 5-8 possess cavities in which an
appropriate guest molecule could be accommodated, giving a
stable inclusion complex. Some inclusion complexes with the
FC molecule as a guest with both parallel as well as perpen-
dicular orientations to CB[n] axis of Cn symmetry are displayed
in Figure 5. The electronic energy (E), counterpoise corrected
energy (CE), and counterpoise basis set superposition error
(BSSE) (in hartrees) are reported in Table 4, along with the
relative stabilization energies (∆E an ∆CE both in kilojoules
per mole) of the FC-CB[n] complexes. As may be noticed from
Table 4, the contributions from the BSSE are relatively very
small for the complexes possessing weak host-guest interac-
tions, viz., lateral interactions of guest FC with CB[5] or CB[6]
and parallel in CB[7] or CB[8]. The relative stabilization
energies further reveal that the perpendicular orientation of FC
is preferred over its parallel orientation in the complex with
large CB[n] cavities, and the counterpoise corrected energies
exhibit a similar trend. The binding energies (∆Ebind), obtained

Figure 3. MESP isosurface (V ) -18.4 kJ mol-1) and CPs in CB[n].

TABLE 2: MESP at the CP and Cavity Dimensions of
CB[n]; See Text for Details

CB[5] CB[6] CB[7] CB[8]

ESP at CP -299.0 -277.0 -260.5 -250.9
cavity diameter 3.91 5.50 7.11 8.57
cavity height 7.35 7.50 7.63 7.70
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by subtracting electronic energy of the complex from the sum
of electronic energy of CB[n] and FC individually, are given
in Table 5. It may be inferred that the lateral interaction of FC
with the hydrophilic exterior of the CB[n] or its encapsulation
within the cavity is not favored with CB[5], and in both the
cases ∆Ebind < 0 suggests destabilization of the complex relative
to individual host and guest. Lateral interactions with FC are
favored (∆Ebind ) 12.7 kJ mol-1) when CB[6] was used as a
host, however. Large cavity dimensions in CB[7] or CB[8] allow
the guest FC to get encapsulated within the host cavity either
parallel or perpendicular to CB[n] symmetry axis. The ∆Ebind

data in the gas phase predict that the complexes FC(⊥ )CB[n]
(guest with perpendicular orientation) are favored in both CB[7]
(17.1 kJ mol-1) and CB[8] (51.9 kJ mol-1) compared with the
binding energies of 4.0 and 34.1 kJ mol-1, respectively, when
FC penetrates parallely within the host cavity. Binding energies
from the SCRF calculations are reported in Table 6, where the
preference for the parallel orientation of FC in CB[7] and CB[8]
complexes in the presence of solvent is noticeable. For CB[7]
and CB[8], the binding energies of FC(|)CB[n] complexes are
lowered by -8.9 and -2.1 kJ mol-1 as compared to
FC(⊥ )CB[n] complex, respectively.

The top and side views of B3LYP-optimized FC(|)CB[7] and
FC(⊥ )CB[7] structures superimposed on the corresponding
X-ray crystal structures are shown in Figure 1S in the Supporting
Information. Crystal structures of inclusion complexes showing
parallel and perpendicular orientations of FC within CB[7] are
reported in ref 12. The figure is self-evident that predicted
geometries of these complexes agree well with the crystal
structures. Thus, in FC(|)CB[7], inclination of guest with an
angle of 29° with the CB[7] axis is predicted when FC penetrates
along the host cavity, while the crystal data of the same shows
FC inclined with 22°. On the other hand, when FC penetrates
perpendicular to the CB[7] cavity the guest is inclined at an
angle of 86° (compared to 79° in crystal structure). Distances
from the center of FC (i.e., Fe) from O1 as well as C4 are as
follows: the average FeO1 distance predicted from the present
calculations turns out to be 5.27 and 5.25 Å in FC(|)CB[7] and
FC(⊥ )CB[7], respectively, compared to 5.39 Å in the X-ray data
for both complexes. Furthermore, the calculated FeC4 distance
in both the complexes turns out to be 5.85 Å, which has been
observed to be 5.89 Å in the crystal. In addition, a structure
with FC molecule inclined at 84° with the cavity axis was

obtained when CB[8] was used as a host. An encapsulation of
FC in CB[8] thus engenders an inclusion complex possessing
two equivalent portals with the guest practically oriented along
the cavity axis (deviation only within 1°).

Electrostatic Potentials. MESP isosurfaces in FC and
FC(X)-CB[n] (where X refers to the lateral, parallel, and
perpendicular orientation of guest; i.e., L, |, and ⊥ , respectively)
complexes are shown in Figure 2S in the Supporting Informa-
tion. Aromatic π-electrons of cyclopentadiene ring engender a
negative-valued MESP region in FC. Thus, the repulsions arising
from these electron-rich regions of the guest with highly negative
portal caused by carbonyl oxygens partly explain why lateral
interaction of FC with the CB[5] host leads to a destabilized
FC(L)CB[5] complex.

NMR Chemical Shifts in FC-CB[n] Inclusion Complexes.
NMR spectra of FC and inclusion complexes with the CB[7]
and CB[8] are compared in Figure 6. The δH values in the
inclusion complexes are given in Table 2S in the Supporting
Information. The dependence of δH values on the parallel or
perpendicular orientation of the guest (FC) in these complexes
is interpreted as follows. On encapsulation, the FC protons are
shielded to a greater extent in the FC(⊥ )CB[n] complex and an
average upshift turns out to be 3.45 ppm for the CB[7] inclusion
complex. As pointed out earlier, FC is tilted in the CB[7] cavity,
which results in different δH values for guest protons in the
NMR spectra. As shown in Figure 6, the FC signals in this
complex appear from δH ) 3.30 to 3.91 ppm. A proton located
midway between nitrogens of adjacent glycouril units is
predicted at δH ) 3.41 ppm, while those pointing toward the
portal downshift to δH ) 3.70 ppm. Thus, FC protons, which
interact with portal oxygen, exhibit large δH values. An NMR
signal at δH ) 3.32 ppm was predicted when the guest penetrates
the CB[8] cavity axis. Parallel orientation of FC engenders a
structure with equivalent portals with the guest fitting linearly.
For perpendicular FC orientation, the unsymmetrical environ-
ment for FC proton in the complex results from the interaction
of different number of oxygens in each portal with FC (cf.
Figure 5). For FC(⊥ )CB[n] complexes, NMR signals of guest
protons are seen to be relatively complex and yield different
δH values ranging from 3.30 to 3.91 ppm in the FC(⊥ )CB[7]
complex. Here, the protons, which interact with nitrogens, are
associated with δH ) 3.57 ppm and those pointing toward one
of the portals show up at a relatively large δH value (3.79 ppm).
Thus, the protons interacting with the portal oxygens are
essentially deshielded to a greater extent as compared to those
in the isolated guest. As noticed earlier, the FC protons in the
FC(⊥ )CB[8] complex appear in the range δH ) 3.34-3.74 ppm.
A comparison of the NMR spectra of these complexes with
corresponding CB[n] hosts led to the following inferences. A
downshift in the proton signals can be noticed in the complexes
possessing parallel orientation of FC. Encapsulation of FC within
the CB[7] cavity leads to closely spaced NMR signals of H1

protons ranging, viz., δH ) 3.25-3.40 ppm when FC is parallel
to the CB[7] cavity. Widely spaced NMR signals for these
protons (δH ) 2.98-3.36 ppm) are noticed when the guest

TABLE 3: NMR Chemical Shifts, δH (in Parts per Million) in CB[n] in Gas Phase and in Water

CB[5] CB[6] CB[7] CB[8]

gas phase water obsda gas phase water obsda gas phase water obsda gas phase water obsda

H1 3.3 3.8 4.43 3.2 3.8 4.31 3.2 3.8 4.29 3.2 3.8 4.28
H2 4.6 5.2 5.65 4.6 5.2 5.59 4.5 5.2 5.60 4.4 5.2 5.60
H3 5.9 5.5 5.85 6.0 5.6 5.87 6.1 5.6 5.91 6.1 5.6 5.93

a Reference 4.

Figure 4. NMR chemical shifts (δH) in CB[8] in gas phase and in
water compared with those observed experimentally.
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oriented perpendicular to the CB[7] axis. The predicted δH

values in CB[7] exhibit a larger separation since the guest is
tilted within the CB[n] cavity leading to an unsymmetrical
environment. When the guest is placed parallel to CB[8], H1

protons yield closely spaced NMR signals around δH ) 3.29
ppm. On the other hand, perpendicular penetration of guest in
CB[8] leads to a number of NMR signals between δH ) 3.02
and 3.30 ppm. Similar inferences can be drawn for H2 and H3

protons as well in both CB[7] and CB[8] inclusion complexes.

The FC protons in gaseous state show at δH ) 3.62 ppm
which are downshifted to δH ) 3.88 ppm in the presence of
water as solvent. It should be further noticed that on solvation
these protons in the FC(|)CB[n] complex get more shielded.
When the guest orients in a perpendicular fashion, the NMR
signals are downshifted further and are closely spaced as shown
in Figure 6. In the gas phase, these FC protons in the
FC(⊥ )CB[8] complex are predicted between δH ) 3.34-3.74
ppm; a separation of 0.40 ppm has thus been noted. The solvent
reduces such a separation to 0.21 ppm (δH ) 3.39-3.60 ppm).
Similar conclusions could be drawn when FC orients perpen-
dicular to the CB[7] cavity in the presence of water. On the
other hand, relatively sparsely spaced NMR signals are noticed
for the parallel orientation. The upshifted signals can also be
seen in the case of the FC(|)CB[8] complex. Calculated NMR
spectra in these inclusion complexes establish that on solvation
H1 and H2 protons are downshifted, whereas the H3 proton
exhibits a shift in opposite direction as noticed earlier in case
of isolated CB[n] hosts. The NMR spectra with average
chemical shifts of protons in CB[n] (n ) 7, 8), FC, and their
complexes with water as a solvent are compared in Figure 3S
in the Supporting Information. Complexes having a parallel
orientation of the guest lead invariably to a relatively large
upshift for the FC protons compared to those possessing
perpendicular orientation of the guest in the complex. On the
other hand, CB[n] protons show a downshift in the NMR in
former host-guest complexes.

Conclusions

Systematic ab initio investigations of electronic structure,
MESP, and NMR chemical shifts in the CB[n], FC, and their
complexes were carried out at the B3LYP/6-31G(d) level of
theory. The following conclusions may be drawn. (i) Calculated
stabilization energies subscribe to a hierarchy as CB[7] > CB[6]
> CB[8] > CB[5]. The O1-O1 distances between the adjacent
glycouril units suggest the repulsions between ureido groups
decrease along CB[n] homologue series. (ii) The lower homo-
logue CB[5] does not favor interaction with FC and does not

Figure 5. Optimized geometries for FC-CB[n] complexes.

TABLE 4: Electronic Energy (E), Counterpoise Corrected
Energy (CE), Counterpoise BSSE Energy (in Hartrees), and
Relative Stabilization Energies (∆E and ∆CE Both in
Kilojoules per Mole) of the FC-CB[n] Complexes

counterpoise

E ∆E CE ∆CE BSSE energy

FC(|)CB[5] -4659.2539 477.74 -4659.2272 530.43 0.026702
FC(L)CB[5] -4659.4359 0.00 -4659.4292 0.00 0.006518
FC(L)CB[6] -5261.2047 0.00 -5261.1895 0.00 0.007986
FC(|)CB[7] -5862.9562 13.09 -5862.9378 8.89 0.014236
FC(⊥ )CB[7] -5862.9612 0.00 -5862.9412 0.00 0.019165
FC(|)CB[8] -6464.7090 17.70 -6464.7025 9.33 0.006008
FC(⊥ )CB[8] -6464.7157 0.00 -6464.7060 0.00 0.009438

TABLE 5: Binding Energies (∆Ebind) (in Kilojoules per
Mole) of FC-CB[n] Complexes

∆Ebind

L | ⊥

FC-CB[5] -5.2 -483.0
FC-CB[6] 12.7
FC-CB[7] 4.0 17.1
FC-CB[8] 34.1 51.9

TABLE 6: Binding Energies (in Kilojoules per Mole) of
FC-CB[n] Complexes in Water

∆Ebind

| ⊥

FC-CB[7] -12.4 -21.3
FC-CB[8] -1.0 -3.1
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yield any stable structure. Both CB[7] and CB[8] on the other
hand lead to inclusion complexes with the guest FC being
accommodated within the cavity in parallel as well as perpen-
dicular orientation relative to the CB[n] axis. The electronic
structure and the geometrical parameters of the FC-CB[7]
complex thus derived agree well with the X-ray crystal data. A
structure of the complex with FC perpendicular to cavity axis
is seen to be favored in the gas phase; however, aqueous
solvation prefers parallel orientation of the guest. (iii) NMR
spectra of the CB[n] homologues are similar and the δH values
of respective protons remain unchanged on going from CB[5]
to CB[8]. SCRF calculations reveal that solvation with water
influences chemical shifts significantly, and the resulting spectra
are in accordance with the experiments. (iv) FC protons in the
inclusion complexes of CB[7] or CB[8] directed toward the
portals get deshielded more and hence have a δH downshift
while those pointing between nitrogens of glycourils exhibit an
upshift in δH relative to the gas-phase values. (v) The orientation
of FC in CB[7] or CB[8] inclusion complexes has a significant
influence on NMR spectra: the δH values of host and guest
protons are relatively closely placed when the FC orients parallel
to the CB[n] axis. Calculated spectra further reveal that NMR
signals in the presence of water as solvent occur in a narrower
span for a perpendicular orientation of the guest to the CB[n]
axis, unlike its parallel orientation in CB[7].
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