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We report data from real-time FTIR temperature programmed reaction spectroscopy on a cryogenic zinc
selenide window revealing the intermediates from ozonation of 2,3-dimethyl-2-butene (TME). We have found
convincing evidence of a 1,2,3-trioxolane (the primary ozonide, POZ), which decomposes at 185 K to yield
a 1,2,4-trioxolane product (the secondary ozonide, SOZ). Computational infrared spectra confirmed the presence
of the POZ and SOZ. The barrier height for POZ decomposition, determined experimentally, was found to
be 13.8 ( 1.0 kcal mol-1, and the A factor calculated with RRKM theory based on density functional reactant
and transition state frequencies was found to be 4.16 × 1013 s-1. The TME SOZ has not previously been
observed without the presence of a polyethylene surface. SOZ formation kinetics from the reaction of the
POZ decomposition products along with the competing reaction pathways were examined with computational
chemistry calculations using DFT. These calculations confirm our experimental observation of SOZ formation.

Introduction

Ozonolysis is the most important sink for many unsaturated
gases and condensed-phase species in the atmosphere.1,2 In
addition, ozonolysis is an important source of radicals.3,4

Because ozonolysis products often have lower vapor pressures
than the reactants, ozonolysis is also a major source of organic
particulate matter.5,6 Ozone reacts with atmospheric particulate
matter as well, making ozonolysis an important particle aging
process.7,8

Ozonolysis is a multistep process with several intermediates
and a wide range of products. The widely accepted mechanistic
model was developed by Criegee9-11 in the early 1950s. The
Criegee mechanism involves the formation of a short-lived 1,2,3-
trioxolane (primary ozonide, POZ) from the reaction of an
alkene and ozone. The POZ decomposes into a carbonyl-O-
oxide (COO) known as the Criegee intermediate: the COO
electronic structure combines zwitterionic and biradical char-
acter.12 Along with the COO, POZ decomposition produces an
aldehyde or ketone (depending on the degree of substitution of
the reactant alkene) which is referred to as the carbonyl
coproduct (CCP). This decomposition is first order in POZ
concentration and the decomposition products are formed
immediately.10,13 The POZ formed from an unsymmetrical olefin
can cleave along two different sets of O-O bonds, leading to
multiple carbonyl coproducts and carbonyl-O-oxides. The
subsequent fate of the COO and CCP is sometimes uncertain
as it depends on their reactivity and environment.

Our objective is to study the earliest stages of ozonolysissthe
formation and subsequent decomposition of the POZsvia
temperature controlled reaction spectroscopy (TPRS) on cryo-
genically cooled IR-transparent windows with real-time FTIR
spectroscopy. By constraining the POZ decomposition barrier
heights experimentally, we plan to directly probe the factors
controlling selectivity in the ozonolysis mechanism: here we

describe initial experiments on a symmetric system, 2,3-
dimethyl-2-butene (tetramethylethene, TME) as the first step
in this process. The advantages of TME are 2-fold: First, TME
is one of the most widely studied ozonolysis reagents,3,14-22 and
second, because it is symmetric, we expect it to produce only
one POZ, one CCP, and one COO. In the future, this method
will be extended to study the decomposition of POZ species
formed from the ozonolysis of disubstituted, trisubstituted,
tetrasubstituted, endocyclic, and exocyclic alkenes.

The COO and CCP formed from the ozonation of TME in
the liquid phase are acetone-O-oxide and acetone, respectively.
The acetone-O-oxide produces a wide distribution of products
(Figure 1). It is believed that dimerization of the COO will
produce a diperoxide ring (DiP).10,19,22,23 Trimers (TiP) and
polymers from the COO have also been observed.22,24-27 It has
also been suggested that isomerization of the COO will lead to
a vinyl hydroperoxide (VHP).25,28,29 The VHP can isomerize into
hydroxyacetone, which can react with another COO to form a
6-member ring (COOHA). However, in the gas phase, the VHP
is thought to decompose into an alkoxy radical and the OH
radical. This is the major pathway for OH radical formation
from ozonolysis in the gas phase.30-33 There is also some
evidence of the cyclization of the COO leading to a dioxirane
(DiO)19,34 and then an epoxide,19 but this mechanism is uncertain.
The VHP and DiO pathways are both unimolecular pathways
for the COO, and so their relative importance depends primarily
on the relative barrier heights of the pathways. It appears that
these barrier heights depend on the degree of substitution and
the stereochemistry of the COO: if the COO is syn to an R
group containing a proton, the VHP pathway is favored, while
if it is anti to an R group, the DiO pathway is favored.30 The
reactant concentrations, the presence of solvents, and the reaction
temperature all affect the final product distribution.10,19,26

Until 1985, the TME secondary ozonide (SOZ) had not been
observed. The belief was that ozonolysis of TME did not
produce a SOZ because decomposition of the POZ yields a
ketonic CCP as opposed to the aldehyde that is formed from
nontetrasubstituted olefins. The ketonic CCP (acetone) formed
by POZ decomposition was assumed to be unreactive toward
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the COO.10 In addition, Criegee suggested that isomerization
of the COO dominates the SOZ formation pathway.35 However,
in 1985, Griesbaum et al.22,36 discovered convincing evidence
of the TME SOZ by ozonation of TME on a polyethylene
powder. They found that the TME SOZ was stable even at
temperatures of 353 K. It is hypothesized that ozonolysis on a
substrate such as the polyethylene powder or silica gel37 helps
to immobilize the decomposition products at their point of
origin, thus encouraging the formation of secondary ozonides
from tetrasubstituted alkenes.19,22 This suggests that the previous
inability to form the TME SOZ was not due to the reactivity of
the CCP.19

To study the POZ and its decomposition kinetics and
products, one can observe the ozonolysis of condensed alkenes
on a cryogenic surface. The POZ has been observed on a cold
surface using various methods, including microwave spectro-
scopy,38,39 nuclear magnetic resonance,13,38,40,41 and infrared spec-
troscopy.17,38,42-45 We have designed an apparatus to perform
kinetic studies of primary ozonide decomposition with real-time
Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR).

Experimental Details

Materials. Ozone is produced from a corona discharge ozone
generator [Pacific Ozone Technologies]. The ozone generator
produces an ozone/oxygen mixture of an unknown composition.
In a typical experiment, approximately 1 L at 8 psig of this
mixture is sprayed onto the cryogenic surface. We have used
2,3-dimethyl-2-butene (TME) obtained from Aldrich at 99+%
purity as the reagent alkene, without further purification.

Experimental Methods. We constructed an apparatus to
perform TPRS of ozonolysis on a cryogenic surface. This
surface consists of a set of zinc selenide (ZnSe) windows that
are cooled by conduction with a copper block in contact with
boiling liquid nitrogen (LN2). ZnSe was chosen as the window
material because its infrared transmission properties allow light
in our desired frequency range (500 to 3500 cm-1) to pass
through virtually unobstructed. In addition, ZnSe windows do
not fog with humidity and are not reactive with TME and ozone.
It is important to note that the windows do not significantly
participate in the chemistry but are merely a surface to condense
the reagents on and control their temperature. The volume of
TME alone provides a surface film on the order of 10,000
molecular layers thick therefore negating any effects that the
surface might have on the first few molecular layers.

An Oriel MIR8000 modular Fourier transform infrared (FTIR)
spectrometer is used to monitor the reaction at a resolution of
2 cm-1. A LN2 cooled mercury cadmium telluride (MCT)
detector [Judson Technologies] and an infrared source [Thermo
Oriel] are used along with the FTIR spectrometer. A schematic
of the apparatus is presented in Figure 2. In an experiment, the
reactants are sprayed onto the cryogenic windows, which are
cooled to 90-100 K. A consistent dry nitrogen purge is passed
over the windows and pumped out with a rotary vane 2-stage
vacuum pump. The purge is minimal enough to permit pressures
as low as 0.1 torr (13.3 Pa) to be achieved. Operating at a low
pressure is advantageous because conductive and convective
heat transfer to the window surface is minimized. In addition,
constant pumping ensures that evaporated species are swept out
of the reaction chamber and are not detected by the FTIR. The
nitrogen purge also helps keep the surface free of contaminates
such as carbon dioxide and water.

The reactant and product concentrations on the surface are
monitored continuously as the surface is warmed. The temper-
ature of the reactant and products are monitored every second
with two Omega type “K” thermocouples equipped with cold
junction compensation which are mounted on the ZnSe windows
at the closest point possible to the reactant mixture. The
temperature difference of the two opposing windows during
heating is less than 1 K. To warm the surface, either a resistively
heated rod is inserted into the LN2 reservoir of the coldfinger,
or air heated to 473 K is passed through the LN2 reservoir. With

Figure 1. A summary of the TME ozonolysis reaction in the condensed phase.

Figure 2. Apparatus schematic consisting of a liquid nitrogen
coldfinger in thermal contact with two ZnSe windows. The reactants
are added through two injection ports that terminate right above the
window surfaces.

13536 J. Phys. Chem. A, Vol. 112, No. 51, 2008 Epstein and Donahue



these heating methods, it is possible to achieve a heating rate
between 0.04 and 0.4 K s-1. Slow heating rates lead to better
temperature resolution, but are disadvantageous because of the
additional time molecules are given to evaporate from the
surface even at low temperatures.

Calculation of the absorption spectrum from the measured
transmission spectrum is complicated by the dependence on the
background transmission spectrum with temperature. At each
temperature, asymmetrical least squares smoothing46 of the
spectra was used to estimate a reasonable background. This
technique weights negative deviations in the transmission
spectrum (indicative of chemical species) to a lesser extent than
any positive deviations in the transmission to create a back-
ground spectrum. The absorption spectrum was calculated by
taking the negative log10 of the ratio of the transmission spectrum
and the background spectrum.

The areas of the absorption peaks representing the POZ were
calculated as a function of temperature. The absorption peak
area is proportional to the concentration of the species that it
represents.47 A linear baseline was calculated from the absorp-
tion spectrum directly under a peak. Integration of each
absorption peak above the linear baseline yielded the absorption
peak area. Absorption peak area as a function of temperature
was calculated for several peaks at a temperature resolution
ranging from 0.5 to 3 K.

We use the Redhead equation48 to model the reaction kinetics
of a system in which the temperature is constantly changing.
The Redhead equation can be derived for a reacting system in
which the activation energy (Ea) is analogous to the desorption
energy for temperature programmed desorption (TPD) and the
reaction pre-exponential factor (A) is analogous to the desorption
pre-exponential factor for TPD (see Supporting Information).
� is the heating rate of the experiment in units of (K s-1), R is
the ideal gas constant, and TP is the peak reaction temperature
defined as the temperature in which the sigmoidal concentration
curve has an inflection point.

ln( �
Tp

)) ln(AR
Ea

)- Ea

RTp
(1)

The POZ peak-area curve relates POZ concentration to tem-
perature, and a minimum in its derivative marks the peak
reaction temperature. The activation energy of POZ decomposi-
tion can then be calculated from the slope of a plot of ln(�/Tp)
vs 1/Tp. The instrument we employed does not allow us to
constrain the A factor with the plotted intercept due to the limited
range of peak temperatures and noise associated with back-
ground fluctuations; small deviations in the slope lead to large
changes in the A factor. Therefore, the A factor was determined
using computational methods.

Gaussian 0349 was used to calculate the vibrational frequen-
cies of the TME POZ and various transition states. Density
functional theory (DFT) using the hybrid function B3LYP and
the 6-31G(d) basis set was used with microcanonical RRKM
theory50 to predict the pre-exponential factor a priori as Chuong,
Zhang, and Donahue51 employed for the cyclohexene primary
ozonide. The suggested correction factor52 of 0.9613 was used
to scale the frequencies.

Hazards. Because ozone and primary ozonides are potentially
explosive, care was taken to use the least amount of reactants
possible. In addition, all metal parts in thermal contact with
LN2 were insulated to avoid the inadvertent collection of ozone
inside the pressure vessel.

Results

Characteristic peaks for the POZ were identified by comparing
spectra for experiments in which TME was reacted with ozone
and to experiments in which solely TME was added and
desorbed. In addition, Gaussian 03 was used to predict an
infrared spectrum of the POZ with DFT using the B3LYP hybrid
functional and the 6-311G++(2d,2p) basis set after it was
proved to produce an accurate spectrum for TME (see Sup-
porting Information). Rough agreement was found between the
spectrum predicted by Gaussian and the product spectra taken
at temperatures below approximately 185 K, see Figure 3. Three
strong POZ peaks were found at 685, 725, and 852 cm-1.
Heicklen et al.17 found corresponding peaks at 682, 721, and
852 cm-1 at 88 K in a neat film. Samuni and Hass20 also
identified POZ peaks experimentally in an argon matrix at 37
K occurring at 691, 729, and 854 cm-1. These POZ peaks are
merely a partial list, and many other significant POZ peaks are
present, but interference from possible TME reagent peaks
complicates their analysis.

In all experiments, the absorption peaks that we identified as
the POZ decreased sharply as the temperature reached ap-
proximately 185 K, indicating decomposition. Three additional
product peaks were formed concurrently with POZ decomposi-
tion at frequencies of 845, 975, and 1700 cm-1. Figure 4
captures the results of an entire experiment with an average
heating rate of 0.27 K s-1 in a single contour plot. We know
that the POZ decomposition product peaks evident at 845 and

Figure 3. Comparison between the TME POZ spectrum predicted by
Gaussian 03 at the DFT 6-311G++(2d,2p) level (red) and the baseline
corrected spectra measured at 174 K for a representative TME
ozonolysis experiment (black). Notice general agreement between both
the intensity and the frequency of the predicted and measured peaks
indicating the presence of the POZ.

Figure 4. Contour plot of a single experiment in which TME and O3

were reacted on ZnSe windows at 100 K and warmed at a rate of
approximately 0.25 K/s. Within the Z axis, warmer colors indicate low
transmission while colder colors indicate higher transmission. Strongly
sloped contours indicate peaks.
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975 cm-1 form directly after the POZ decomposes and cannot
be confused with the reactant peaks because TME and ozone
evaporate at significantly lower temperatures.

The infrared spectrum of the TME SOZ was calculated with
Gaussian 03 using DFT B3LYP 6-311G+(2d,2p) and compared
to a spectrum of the POZ decomposition products. The
correlation between the calculated spectrum and the POZ
decomposition products suggests the presence of the TME SOZ
(see Figure 5). Furthermore, we can also rule out the presence
of the other possible POZ decomposition products observed by
other researchers. Significant formation of the diperoxide does
not occur in these experiments. The computed spectrum of the
diperoxide fails to predict the strong decomposition product
peaks at 975, 1094, 1208 cm-1, which are accurately modeled
by the SOZ predicted spectrum. Also, the computed diperoxide
spectrum has a strong feature at 913 cm-1 whereas the
experimental spectrum does not have any significant peaks
between 880 and 960 cm-1. Significant formation of the
COOHA can also be ruled out due to the absence of a strong
peak in the 1050 cm-1 range, which is characteristic of primary
alcohols.53 In addition, there is little agreement between the
measured spectrum and the infrared spectral data obtained from
Story and Burgess28 in which ozonolysis of TME produced the
COOHA. Finally, a computational spectrum of the epoxide does
not have any features around 845 or 975 cm-1, thus eliminating
it as a possible product.

While it is not possible to conclusively say that the two strong
peaks at 845 and 975 cm-1 are from the SOZ, all of our evidence
suggests that the SOZ was formed. An additional product peak
is exhibited at 1700 cm-1 at temperatures above 185 K, which
we hypothesize to be the carbonyl stretch from the carbonyl
coproduct (acetone).

In order to determine the peak reaction temperature for the
POZ decomposition, we calculate the inflection point in
the absorption peak area curve. For evaporating species, the
inflection point temperature corresponds to the peak desorption
temperature. Peak reaction temperatures for species that are
forming on the window can be calculated with the same
methodology.

The concentration as a function of temperature for several
intermediates is plotted in Figure 6 for a TME ozonolysis
experiment with an average heating rate of 0.3 K/s. The plot
shows peak areas after TME and an excess of ozone were
condensed on the window. The three identified POZ peaks at

685, 725, and 954 cm-1 are used to monitor the POZ concentra-
tion. All POZ peaks exhibit the same trend in concentration.
For simplicity, only the 725 cm-1 peak is shown in Figure 6. A
more complete plot is shown in the Supporting Information.
All three peaks exhibit sharp decreases at 185 ( 2 K, the peak
reaction temperature for this experiment. The peaks indicative
of the POZ decomposition products at 975 and 845 cm-1

increase sharply as the POZ peaks shrink. The peak reaction
temperature for the formation of the POZ decomposition
products is 186.4 ( 0.5 K, which is coincident with the peak
reaction temperature obtained from the decomposition of the
POZ. At a similar peak reaction temperature of 186.2 ( 0.5 K,
a peak centered at 1700 cm-1 grows abruptly: this is most likely
due to the acetone coproduct. The POZ decomposition products
appear to stay relatively stable until they finally desorb with a
peak desorption temperature of 233.7 ( 0.5 K. Another
noteworthy region of product disappearance occurs at a peak
reaction/desorption temperature of 129.3 ( 0.5 K, where two
strong product peaks centered at 2831 cm-1 and 1491 cm-1

decrease drastically. We hypothesize that these peaks are due

Figure 5. Comparison between the TME SOZ spectrum predicted by
Gaussian at the B3LYP 6-311G+(2d,2p) level (red), the spectrum
obtained by ozonolysis of TME on polyethylene which was assumed
to be the TME SOZ22 (green), and the baseline corrected spectra
measured at 210 K for a representative TME ozonolysis experiment
(black) from this work. Notice general agreement between all sets of
data indicating the presence of the TME SOZ.

Figure 6. Absorption peak area as a function of temperature for an
identified POZ peak, an identified POZ decomposition product peak
(labeled SOZ), a peak occurring in the carbonyl stretch region for
acetone, and a peak possibly indicating a π-complex. Notice that POZ
concentration exhibits a sharp decrease as the POZ decomposition
products and carbonyl stretch peak areas are increasing indicating
decomposition of the POZ.

Figure 7. A Redhead plot of a set of 8 experiments and each of their
relevant POZ decomposition peaks. Notice that there is no trend in
peak reaction temperature as the decomposition peak frequency is
varied. The theoretically determined A-factor of 4.17 × 1013 s-1 was
used to iteratively force the y-intercept.
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to a π-complex. Both Hull et al.17 and Mile and Morris43 have
found evidence of π-complexes. These complexes are known
to be only stable to temperatures up to 133 K.10

The curve based on the C-H stretch region (2835-3014
cm-1) in Figure 6 shows a peak temperature at 171.3 ( 0.5 K,
which is significantly below the POZ peak reaction temperature
which can be attributed to the desorption of excess TME. This
signal also exhibits a second desorption with a peak temperature
of 230.9 ( 0.5 K, which is most likely due to desorption of the
POZ decomposition products.

Peak reaction temperatures were calculated for a series of
eight experiments with heating rates ranging from 0.07 to 0.31
K/s. ln(�/Tp

2) as a function of the inverse peak temperature for
all peaks which indicate POZ decomposition are plotted in
Figure 7. We used the theoretical pre-exponential factor
(calculated with RRKM theory and DFT B3LYP 6-31G d) to
constrain the intercept and iteratively determine the activation
energy of the reaction using equation 1.

With this analysis, the activation energy for POZ decomposi-
tion is 13.8 ( 1.0 kcal mol-1. Misestimating the theoretical pre-
exponential factor by a factor of 10 will only induce a 6%
change in the calculated activation energy. We also calculated
the activation energy using DFT B3LYP 6-31G d as used by
Atkinson and Aschmann54 and Gutbrod et al.55 The computa-
tional (zero-point corrected) barrier height of 14.4 kcal mol-1

agrees well with the experimentally determined activation
energy.

Calculation of the peak reaction and desorption temperatures
is a very robust process. With all curves shown in Figure 6,
there may be regions of erratic behavior due to interference from
neighboring peaks as the temperature is varied, but the large
sigmoidal reaction or desorption region is very well-defined;
the area of reaction or desorption trumps out all other variations.
In order to test the uncertainty in the peak temperatures resulting

from the asymmetric least squares background fit, we calculated
peak temperatures using background spectra determined with
an entire range of fitting parameters including obviously poor
fits. The average peak temperature is constant within 0.25 K,
and the standard deviation is 1.8 K. A 1.8 K bias in the peak
reaction temperatures will change the final barrier height
determination by 1%. Moreover, experimental uncertainties due
to calculation of the background spectrum estimation do not
significantly contribute to uncertainties in the barrier height.

The branching of possible COO reaction pathways was also
examined theoretically with DFT B3LYP 6-31G 2d2p following
previous treatments.21,33,55,56 All transition states were optimized
with QST2 constrained saddle-point optimization.57 The results
of these calculations are detailed in Figure 7 and Table 1. Figure
7 shows the rate constants as a function of temperature for three
of the possible COO reaction pathways. Table 1 summarizes
these results in tabular form. In order to compare the unimo-
lecular rate constant for VHP formation to the bimolecular rate
constants for diperoxide formation and SOZ formation, we
calculated the CCP and COO concentrations based on estimates
of the TME and O3 concentrations. Although Figure 7 should
not be interpreted quantitatively, the slight dependence of CCP
and COO concentrations on the calculated rate constants permits
a qualitative interpretation. Figure 8 indicates that formation of
the SOZ is considerably faster than the DiP and VHP route at
temperatures lower than 270 K. The VHP route is favored at
all temperatures above 270 K.

Discussion

The barrier height for TME POZ decomposition obtained
experimentally with a Redhead analysis compares well to the
theoretically predicted value.

We see clear evidence for SOZ formation without an obvious
role of a catalytic surface. According to our theoretical calcula-
tions of the possible COO decomposition pathways, formation
of the SOZ is favored at all temperatures below approximately
270 K. We observe POZ decomposition at 185 K followed by
immediate SOZ formation, and our calculations confirm that
SOZ formation is expected under these conditions. Our calcula-
tions show that acetone is reactive toward the acetone-O-oxide.
However, the VHP route is favored at temperatures above 270
K; consequently, room-temperature experiments may fail to
cause SOZ formation while our low-temperature experiments
do. This is part of a broad pattern of reactivity: high-barrier,
high-entropy pathways are favored at high temperature, whereas
low-barrier, low-entropy pathways become competitive at low
temperature. Unimolecular reactions, such as the VHP formation
under consideration here, have a high barrier and sample that
barrier at the vibrational frequency (3 x1013 Hz). In contrast,
SOZ formation has a low barrier and low entropy because it
requires a collision (about 3 x 1012 Hz with the solvent in the
condensed phase) and because it is a cyclization reaction (the

TABLE 1: Summary of Kinetic Parameters Calculated within This Worka

reaction method A Ea, kcal/mol

POZ to CCP + COO experimental 13.8 ( 1.0
DFT B3LYP 6-31G d 4.16E13 s-1 14.4

COO to VHP DFT B3LYP 6-31G 2d2p 8.4E12 s-1 14.8
COO to diperoxide DFT B3LYP 6-31G 2d2p 4.42E-16 cm3 s-1 molec-1 13.3
CCP + COO to SOZ DFT B3LYP 6-31G 2d2p 2.43E-16 cm3 s-1 molec-1 3.0

a RRKM theory used for unimolecular reactions, transition state theory used for bimolecular reactions. Energies and vibrational frequencies
used to calculate A and Ea for COO to VHP reaction are from ref 21. DFT B3LYP 6-31G d was used in Chuong et al.51 to model cyclohexene
primary ozonide decomposition. DFT B3LYP 6-31G 2d2p was used to model various steps of the TME ozonolysis reaction in refs 21, 33, 55,
and 56. All transition states were optimized with QST2.57

Figure 8. Theoretically calculated rate constants as a function of
temperature. The VHP becomes the favored route at temperatures above
270 K. A COO and CCP concentration of 8.9 × 1018 molecules/cm3

was used to calculate the rate of reaction.
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appropriate TS geometry occurs in less than 1 in 10,000
collisions). Therefore, if it is warm enough, isomerization to
the VHP will prevail, but below 270 K (in this case), SOZ
formation is dominant.

Other low-temperature experiments described in the literature
do not report SOZ formation.17,20 We propose several reasons
for these differences. While all of our experiments were
performed in an environment as dry as possible, the presence
of water or other unknown contaminants could change the
resulting products. In addition, in other experiments, it is also
possible for solvent effects to direct the mechanism to favor a
certain product. Another explanation is that the carbonyl-O-
oxide and acetone evaporate from the window immediately after
they are formed. However, a thin film which is adsorbed onto
the window surface remains and then reacts to form the SOZ.
We know that TME ozonolysis on a surface can lead to the
formation of the SOZ. Additionally, the continuous purge of
the reaction vessel could allow us to detect the SOZ more clearly
than in previous experiments performed on IR windows by
reducing the likelihood that gas-phase products will recondense
on the window.

Conclusion

We have developed an instrument to perform temperature
programmed reaction spectroscopy of ozonolysis reactions on
a cryogenic IR-transparent surface. With this instrument, we
can identify the TME primary ozonide, measure its subsequent
decomposition, and observe the formation of a secondary
ozonide product. We are also able to experimentally determine
the activation energy of POZ decomposition. DFT calculations
are consistent with the experimental values. They support the
activation energy determination by constraining the decomposi-
tion pre-exponential factor, and also predict barrier heights
consistent with the experiment. In addition, calculated rate
constants for the loss kinetics of the carbonyl-O-oxide formed
upon POZ decomposition confirm that SOZ formation should
be favored at the low temperatures of these experiments. Our
experimental and computational results are thus fully self-
consistent.
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