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Axisymmetric free vibrations of moderately thick circular plates described by the linear
shear-deformation Mindlin theory are analyzed by the differential quadrature (DQ)
method. The first fifteen natural frequencies of vibration are calculated for uniform circular
plates with free, simply-supported and clamped edges. Through these computations, the
capability and simplicity of the differential quadrature method for moderately thick plate
eigenvalue analysis is demonstrated, and convergence and accuracy are thoughtfully
examined. The case of a rigid point support at the plate centre is also considered in the
present paper, for which special attention is paid to the capability and convergence of the
current method.
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1. INTRODUCTION

As kinds of basic structural components, thin and moderately thick circular plates are
extensively used in mechanical, civil, nuclear and aerospace structures. Considerable
studies have been reported in the open literature on the axisymmetric vibration analysis
of circular plates, e.g., [1-7]. Excellent reviews have been made by Leissa [8—14]. Recently,
the differential quadrature (DQ) method [15-19] has been applied to free vibration analysis
of circular and annular thin plates with uniform or non-uniform thickness [20-24]; these
applications concentrate mainly on the fundamental frequency.

The differential quadrature method is a rather efficient numerical method for the rapid
solution of linecar and non-linear partial differential equations. It was originated by
Bellman and Casti [15] and Bellman ef al. [16], and generalized and simplified further by
Quan and Chang [17, 18] and Shu and Richards [19] through introducing simple algebraic
expressions to calculate directly the weighting coefficients associated with derivatives.
Thanks to the efforts of Bert et al. [25, 26], Striz et al. [27], Sherbourne and Pandey [28],
and Kukreti et al. [29], the method is becoming increasingly popular in the solution of
bending, buckling and free vibration problems of structures. In all the aforementioned
studies [15-29], the DQ method appears to be a potential alternative to the conventional
numerical approaches, and has been claimed to have the capability of yielding highly
accurate solutions to initial and boundary value problems with minimal computational
effort.

In view of the fact that no publications are concerned with the free vibration analysis
of moderately thick plates using the DQ method, in this paper, the method is employed
to analyze the axisymmetric free vibration of moderately thick circular Mindlin plates with
free, simply-supported and clamped edges. The first fifteen natural frequencies of the plates

0022-460X/97/350617 + 14 $25.00/0/sv971035 © 1997 Academic Press Limited



618 K. M. LIEW ET AL.

are calculated. The capability and simplicity of the DQ method in moderately thick plate
eigenvalue analysis are demonstrated through these studies. The accuracy and convergence
of the method for the vibration analysis of moderately thick plates are investigated through
directly comparing DQ results with corresponding exact solutions in the open literature.
A particular advantage involved in the present solution procedures, i.e., using the
simplified version of the DQ method along with the Mindlin plate theory, is noted. The
case of a rigid point support at the plate centre is also included in the present investigation.
The capability and convergence characteristics of the method for this particular problem
are explored.

2. MATHEMATICAL FORMULATIONS

2.1. GOVERNING EQUATIONS

Consider a circular plate of radius « and thickness % (Figure 1). The equations governing
the axisymmetric free vibration of a uniform circular plate of isotopic material can be
derived using Mindlin’s theory [30] as [31, 32]:

2
G L _ PRy _
D<0r2 ror KGh ot 4 12 o7 0, (1a)
0 W low oy ¥ ’w
Gh(a ctratat r> —phE =0 (1b)

where w is the transverse deflection; i is the rotation of the normal about the r-axis;
D = ER/[12(1 —v?)], E, G and v are the plate flexural rigidity, Young’s modulus, shear
modulus and Poisson’s ratio, respectively; p and x are the density of the plate material
and the shear correction factor respectively.

According to the relationship between force resultants and deformation variables, the
following formulae are obtained:

M, = D<%lf +v f), M, = D< 81# w) 0, = KG/1<66V: + lﬁ), 2)

in which M,, M, and Q, are the moment resultants and the shear resultant.
Using the following non-dimensional parameters and relation:

R=r/a; 0 = hja; W =w/a; V=, T= t\/E/paz(l —v?); 3)

hI| >
T

Figure 1. Configuration of a circular thick plate.
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the governing equations given by equation (1) can be normalized as:

2 2
52<R2 g;f + Rg—i _ w) — 61 — V)R2<W + %Z) _ SR g;ﬂ' ~0. (%)
OWo 0w 0w )R OW
R Tar " Rer Y ~a—vware =% (4b)

and the stress—displacement relationships are given by:

plov  v,] o[ av_ vl _ aw
M"_a|:8R+R'P} M= |:v 6R+R} Q,,_KGh[‘P—F 8R:|' Q)
For free vibration, the solution can be assumed as:

W(R, T) = W;(R)e%" and Y(R, T) = ¥,(R)eY". (6)

Substitution of these solutions into the homogeneous differential equations leads to

2
52<R2 3; +R %’ - qf) — (1 — v)R2<¥’ + %) + PRQW =0, (7a)
aw  dw dy 2RQ?
R TR TR T a0 (70)

W, ¥ and Q, should have been taken as W;(R), ¥,;(R) and Q; of equation (6), respectively
for the jth mode of vibration. Here and in the following, the suffix j is dropped for the
sake of convenience.

According to the DQ procedure (refer to the Appendix for details) and by setting R, = 0
and Ry =1, equations (7) take the following discrete forms:

N
07 Y (CR R+ CWR)Pi — [0° + 6r(1 — V)R]V,
k=1

N
—6k(1 — V)R Y CPW, + SRXQ*W, = 0, (8a)

k=1

N N
S (COR A+ COYW,+ W, + R Y CP¥, + % W, =0, (8b)
k=1 k=1

where i=1,2,...,N. C?, determined by equations (A2)-(A5), are the weighting
coefficients for the nth order derivatives of W and ¥ with respect to R.

2.2. BOUNDARY CONDITIONS

For the edge of the circular plate, the boundary conditions can be divided into the
following three kinds:

(1) Clamped edge (C): w=0; Y =0, 9)
(2) Simply—supported edge (S): w=0; M, =0, (10)
(3) Free edge (F): 0,=0, M =0. (11)
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These conditions can be further expressed as:

©) w=0o; Y =0, (12)
S) w=0; 0¥Y/0R + (v/IR)Y =0, (13)
(F) Y+ 0W/OR = 0; 0¥ /OR + (v/R)Y =0, (14)
Thus, the discretized forms on the edge of the plate are:
(C) Wy=0; Yy=0, (15)
N
(S) Wy=0; Z CoWe+vPy=0, (16)
k=1
N N
(F) Yv+ ) CUW,.=0; Y COWPr+ vPy=0. 17)
k=1 k=1

For the central point (r = 0), the restraint conditions and their discretized forms are:

(4) Regularity conditions (R) 0,=0; Y =0. (18)
(5) Rigid centre support (C) w=0; Y =0. (19)
and
N
R) Vi+ > CRW.=0; v, =0, (20)
k=1
C) W, =0; ¥, =0. (21)

2.3. SOLUTION PROCEDURES

Since both the discretized governing equations and the discretized constraint conditions
are written out on a point-wise basis, for the boundary and centre points, the discretized
governing equations and the discretized constraint conditions should be satisfied
simultaneously. In order to get solutions of the problem, however, one has to use the
discretized constraint conditions instead of the discretized governing equations on both the
boundary and the centre points. Thus, the solutions of the problems are acquired by
solving the set of secular equations which consists of 2 x (N — 2) governing equations at
all the non-boundary/centre points and 2 x 2 constraint conditions at both the edge and
centre points.

When using the differential quadrature method together with thin plate theory, a
difficulty in dealing with boundary constraints arises. The reason is that there is only one
governing equation but two boundary conditions which should be satisfied at each
boundary point. To overcome this difficulty, the d-method has been introduced [33] in
which the two respective boundary conditions are applied both at the boundary and at
a very small distance ¢ from the boundary. However, due to the DQM being a polynomial
approach [15-17], applying boundary conditions on non-boundary points will cause the
polynomial to oscillate, and these oscillations will be strengthened with the increasing order
of the approximating polynomial (i.e., by increasing the number of grid points employed).
This problem is naturally evaded by using the Mindlin plate theory, in which there are
two governing equations and two constraint conditions at both central and edge points
for axisymmetric problems.
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3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Based on the formulations presented in the previous section, a program has been
developed. For simplicity, only uniform thickness plates are considered in the present
study; the Poisson’s ratio is taken as v = 0-3, and the shear correction factor k is taken
as w*/12 [30]. The grid points employed in the computations are designated by:

R,~=;|:l—cos<(iN__1)ln>], i=1,2,...,N. (22)

A non-dimensional frequency parameter A is adopted for the results presentation, and is
defined as:

A = wa*/ph|/D and w = Q/E/pa*(l —?). (23)

3.1. PLATES WITHOUT RIGID CENTRE SUPPORT

In this sub-section, the free vibration analyses of circular Mindlin plates subject to
completely free, simply-supported and clamped boundary conditions without a rigid point
support at the plate centre (Figure 2a, 2b and 2c) are carried out.

In accordance with previous experience [34], convergence and accuracy studies must be
carried out to reveal the convergence characteristics of the differential quadrature method
for a particular problem as well as to ensure accuracy of the results. Thus, in Figure 3,
the normalized frequency parameters A%/12, of the first four mode sequences are presented
with an increasing number of grid points for the completely free circular plates of
hja = 0-001 (Figure 3a) and //a = 0-250 (Figure 3b). Here, the values 12, are the exact
solutions taken from [3]. For the simply-supported and clampled circular plates, similar
convergence and accuracy studies are conducted, which are described in Figures 4 and 5.
In Tables 1-3, the first fifteen non-dimensional frequency parameters A%, are tabulated for
the various relative thickness plates subject to the free, simply-supported and clamped
boundary conditions, respectively. There, the minimum numbers of grid points required
for achieving convergent results with five significant digits are also exhibited for the first
fifteen non-dimensional frequency parameters of various relative thickness plates with
different boundary conditions. From these figures and tables, the following remarks on the
convergence characteristics and the accuracy of the method for the present problem can

Figure 2. Various circular plates analysed: (a) completely free plate; (b) simply-supported plate; (c) clamped
plate; (d) simply-supported plate with a rigid centre support; (¢) clamped plate with a rigid centre support; and
(f) free plate with a rigid centre support.
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Figure 3. Convergence and accuracy of the normalized frequency parameter, 1%/42,, for the first four mode

sequences with grid refinement for the free circular plates: (a) #/a = 0-001 and (b) h/a = 0-250. A2,—the exact
solution [3].

be made: (1) When increasing the number of grid points, the DQ results converge to the
corresponding exact solutions, which is true for all three kinds of boundary conditions
considered and for various natural frequencies (at least for the first fifteen natural
frequencies). (2) Whatever the relative thickness of a plate, the convergence of the DQ
results with grid refinement demonstrates a fluctuation characteristic for the free and
simply-supported plates, while for the clamped plate, the frequency parameters obtained

TABLE 1

Convergent resultst of frequency parameters, /> = wa*(ph/D)'?, for free circular platesi

hla
Mode A N
sequences 0-001 0-050 0-100 0-150 0-200 0-250

1 9-0031 (10) 89686 (11) 8-8679 (10) 8-7095 (10) 8-5051 (10) 8-2674 (10)
2 38443 (13)  37-787 (13) 36401 (12) 33-674 (13) 31-111 (13) 28-605 (13)
3 87749 (16)  84-443 (14) 76:676 (16) 67-827 (14) 59-645 (14) 52-584 (14)
4 156-81 (16) 14676 (15) 12627 (15) 106-40 (15)  90-645 (15) 76:936 (17)
5 245-62 (18)  222-38 (18) 18146 (16) 146:83 (16) 120-57 (16)  99-545 (17)
6
7
8
9

35417 (21) 30898 (19) 239-98 (21) 187:79 (18) 149-63 (18) 114-53 (16)
482-45 (22) 404-44 (22) 300-38 (22) 228-39 (20) 171-18 (20) 126-34 (17)
630-46 (25) 50696 (23) 361-73 (23) 26732 (22) 183-36 (22) 138:59 (19)
798-19 (28) 61501 (26) 423-41 (24) 297-08 (22) 199-04 (22) 154-77 (20)
10 985-65 (29) 727-37 (27) 48493 (27) 310-03 (24) 217-13 (24) 166:06 (20)
11 1192-8 (30) 843-04 (30) 545-74 (28) 330-92 (24) 231-82 (25) 182:35(23)
12 1419-7 (31) 961-25 (31) 604-75 (29) 351-70 (25) 251-78 (26) 197-61 (23)
13 1666-3 (32) 1081-4 (31) 65391 (32) 37216 (25) 268-68 (25) 208-73 (24)
14 1932:6 (33) 1202-9 (33) 667-41 (30) 397-54 (30) 285-12 (26) 228:95 (25)
15 22186 (36) 1325-5 (34) 69593 (30) 416-62 (30) 308-16 (28) 238-48 (26)
+ Convergent results with five significant digits.

1 A number in parentheses refers to the minimum number of grid points needed to obtain the convergent result
with five significant digits.
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Figure 4. Convergence and accuracy of the normalized frequency parameter, 4%/A.,, for the first four mode
sequences with grid refinement for the simply-supported circular plates: (a) #/a = 0-001 and (b) h/a = 0-250.

J2,—the exact solution [3].

using the DQ method show essentially monotonic convergence. (3) For various boundary
conditions and relative thicknesses, more grid points are required to acquire a convergent
result for a higher frequency than for a lower one. (4) Using the same number of grid
points, the thicker a plate (#/a = 0-001-0-250), the more accurate the results by the DQ
method will be. When a higher frequency is required, this thickness effect becomes more

TABLE 2

Convergent resultst of frequency parameters, 1* = wa*(ph/D)'?, for simply-supported
circular platesy

hla
Mode A N
sequences 0-001 0-050 0-100 0-150 0-200 0-250

1 49351 (9) 49247 (8)  4-8938 (8)  4-8440 (8) 47773 (8)  4-6963 (8)
2 29-720 (11)  29-323 (11) 28240 (11) 26715 (11) 24994 (9) 23254 (9)
3 74-155 (14) 71-756 (14) 65942 (14) 59:062 (12) 52-514 (12) 46775 (12)
4 138-31 (16) 130-35 (14) 113-57 (15)  96-775 (15) 82:766 (16) 71-603 (15)
5 222-21 (18) 202-81 (18) 167-53 (16) 136-98 (15) 113-87 (16)  96:609 (16)
6 32583 (19) 286:79 (19) 22534 (17) 178-23 (17) 145-13 (16) 108-27 (14)
7 499-18 (22) 380-13 (20) 285-44 (20) 219:86 (20) 166-29 (18) 121-50 (16)
8 59227 (23) 480-94 (23) 346:83 (21) 261-51 (20) 17628 (18) 131:65 (14)
9 755-08 (26) 587-65 (24) 40891 (23) 291-55 (20) 191-38 (18) 146-17 (18)
10 937-61 (27) 698-97 (27) 471-31 (25) 303-05 (22) 207-23 (19) 163-30 (15)
11 11399 (28) 813-85 (30) 533-80 (28) 318-34 (21) 227-28 (20) 170-65 (18)
12 1361-8 (29) 931:50 (29) 596-:23 (27) 344-39 (24) 23798 (22) 194-94 (21)
13 1603-5 (30) 1051-2 (31)  649-29 (30) 359-27 (22) 268-49 (24) 198-98 (21)
14 1864-9 (32) 1172-6 (31)  658-55 (30) 385-53 (25) 269-03 (24) 219-11 (23)
15 21459 (35) 12951 (32)  677-58 (27) 408-98 (23) 29891 (26) 236:92 (20)

+ Convergent results with five significant digits.

1 A number in parentheses refers to the minimum number of grid points needed to obtain the convergent result

with five significant digits.
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Figure 5. Convergence and accuracy of the normalized frequency parameter, 12/42,, for the first four mode

sequences with grid refinement for the clamped circular plates (a) #/a = 0-001 and (b) h/a = 0-250. 22, —the exact
solution [3].

dominant. (5) For all three kinds of boundary conditions considered herein, the DQ
solutions of the first fifteen natural frequencies by 36 grid points are convergent with at
least five significant digits; and the DQ solutions of the first four natural frequencies by
11 grid points can be regarded as ones with enough accuracy (3—4 significant digits). In
order to further demonstrate the accuracy of the DQ method, Table 4 introduces a
comparison between the DQM results and the exact solutions obtained by Irie et al. [3]

TABLE 3

Convergent resultst of frequency parameters, > = wa*(ph/D)"?, for clamped circular plates}

hla
Mode A N
sequences 0-001 0-050 0-100 0-150 0-200 0-250

1 10216 (8)  10-145 (8)  9:9408 (8)  9-6286 (8)  9-2400 (8)  8-8068 (8)
2 39771 (11) 38855 (11) 36479 (9) 33393 (9) 30211 (9) 27253 (9)

3 89-102 (12)  84-995 (12) 75:664 (12) 65-551 (11) 56:682 (10) 49-420 (11)
4 158-18 (13) 14640 (13) 123-32 (13) 102:09 (12)  85-571 (13) 73-054 (13)
5 246:99 (15)  220-73 (15) 176:41 (15) 14093 (13) 115-55 (16)  97-198 (14)
6
7
8
9

355:54 (19) 30571 (16)  232-97 (16) 180-99 (15) 14594 (16) 117-90 (14)
483-82 (20) 399-32 (19) 291-71 (17) 221-62 (19) 17497 (17) 122-43 (15)
631-83 (22) 499-82 (20) 351-82 (20) 262-45 (21) 17876 (17) 144-42 (17)
799-57 (23) 605-78 (23) 412-77 (22) 301-11 (21) 205-32 (18) 14875 (17)
10 987-03 (25) 716:07 (24) 474-18 (23) 305-15 (21) 210-53 (18) 170-37 (20)
11 11942 (25) 829-74 (25) 535-81 (25) 336-52 (22) 237-46 (22) 181-05 (18)
12 1421-1 (27) 946-07 (28) 597-43 (26) 345-58 (24) 248-18 (21) 19512 (21)
13 1667-7 (29) 1064-5 (27) 657-60 (27) 380-88 (25) 268-60 (23) 216-40 (23)
14 1934-0 (31) 1184-5 (29) 662:37 (27) 388:16 (25) 290-67 (24) 220-58 (22)
15 2220-0 (32) 1305-7 (31) 698-63 (28) 42543 (26) 299-71 (24) 243-02 (24)
+ Convergent result with five significant digits.

1 A number in parentheses refers to the minimum number of grid points needed to obtain the convergent result
with five significant digits.
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TABLE 4

625

Comparison study of frequency parameters, 1* = wa*(ph/D)"?, for circular plates with
different boundary conditions

hja = 0-001 hla = 0-250
Boundary Mode R A A N
conditions sequences DQM Exact [3] DQM Exact [3]
S 1 4935 4935 4-696 4-696
2 29-720 29-720 23254 23-254
3 74-155 74-156 46-775 46-775
4 138-314 138-318 71-603 71-603
C 1 10-216 10-216 8-807 8-807
2 39-771 39-771 27253 27-253
3 89-102 89-104 49-420 49-420
4 158-180 158-184 73-:054 73-054
F 1 9-003 9-003 8-267 8-267
2 38-443 38:443 28-605 28-605
3 87-749 87-750 52-584 52-584
4 156-808 156-818 76-936 76-936

for the first four natural frequencies. It is found that, except for some rounding errors,
the DQ results are identical to the corresponding exact solutions.

3.2. PLATES WITH A RIGID CENTRE SUPPORT

To further explore the capability, convergence and accuracy of the differential
quadrature method for plate vibration problems, free vibrations of circular Mindlin plates
with a rigid point support at the plate centre (Figure 2d, 2e and 2f) are investigated. It
is noted that there is a stress singularity at the centre of such plates due to the rigid centre

support.

In Figures 6 and 7, the variations of the first five frequency parameters for
simply-supported and clamped plates with a rigid centre support via the number of grid

w
o
o

N
o
o

100

Frequency parameter, A 2= wa’® (ph/D)l/2
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Figure 6. Convergence of the first five frequency parameters with grid refinement for simply-supported plates
with a rigid centre support: (a) /i/a = 0-001 and (b) //a = 0-250.
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Figure 7. Convergence of the first five frequency parameters with grid refinement for clamped plates with a
rigid centre support: (a) /i/a = 0-001 and (b) //a = 0-250.

points are demonstrated respectively. These figures expose the following convergence
characteristics of the differential quadrature method for such special problems: (1) For
a simply-supported or clamped plate with a rigid centre support, the DQ results
converge to a steady value when increasing the number of grid points. (2) For all the
frequencies considered in the figures, the DQ results for a clamped plate with grid
refinement converge much faster than those for a simply-supported plate with the same
relative thickness. (3) The thicker a plate, the faster the DQ results advance to
corresponding convergent values.

Table 5 presents some results of the first and fifth frequency parameters obtained using
different numbers of grid points for simply-supported and clamped plates of z2/a = 0-001
and h/a = 0-250. It is found from the table that, for clamped plates, the results by 50
grid points can be regarded as ones with enough accuracy (3—4 significant digits),
whereas, for simply-supported plates, a grid with 200 points is required to obtain
about the same accuracy. In order to obtain results with acceptable accuracy (about 2
significant digits), 14 and 24 grid points are needed for the clampled plates and
simply-supported plates respectively. It is noticed that, for the simply-supported
plates, even using as many as 200 grid points, one still cannot obtain fully convergent
results.

In Table 5, the thin plate exact solutions for the fundamental frequency [8] are also
presented for comparison. This comparison shows that the DQ results converge to the
corresponding exact solutions when the number of grid points is increased.

For a free plate with a grid centre support, convergence is completely different from
those for simply-supported or clamped plates. The variations of the first five frequency
parameters via the grid number are illustrated in Figure 8. It is found from the figure, that,
even using as many as 200 grid points, the DQ solutions for the first two mode sequences
do not display any sign of convergence. In fact, after carefully examining the results, one
finds, that for the first frequency, the DQ results obtained using even numbers of grid
points converge, with grid refinement, to a given value. When odd numbers of grid points
are used, the results converge to another value. The authors have also tried to solve for



VIBRATION OF CIRCULAR MINDLIN PLATES 627

TABLE 5

Frequency parameters, > = wa*(ph/D)"?, of simply-supported and clamped circular plates
with a rigid centre support calculated by different numbers of grid pointst

hja = 0-001 hja =0-250
Boundary p A N r A N
conditions Mode 1 Mode 5 Mode 1 Mode 5
S 13-709 (15) 264-95 (15) 8:4773 (15) 99-104 (15)
15-904 (16) 280-49 (16) 7-8702 (16) 98-739 (16)
14-133 (23) 266-30 (23) 8-:0972 (23) 98:698 (23)
15-487 (24) 276-73 (24) 7-7267 (24) 98-500 (24)
14-514 (49) 269-22 (49) 7-6207 (49) 98-248 (49)
14-113 (50) 273-82 (50) 7-4679 (50) 98:117 (50)
14:672 (99) 270-44 (99) 7-3093 (99) 97-982 (99)
14-953 (100) 272-60 (100) 7-2416 (100) 97-954 (100)
14740 (199) 271-04 (199) 7-0718 (199) 97-796 (199)
14-872 (200) 271-96 (200) 7-0411 (200) 97-784 (200)
Ref. [8] 14-8 — — —
C 22:809 (13) 288-56 (13) 12-248 (13) 99-560 (13)
22:714 (14) 291-26 (14) 12:193 (14) 99-538 (14)
22:754 (19) 299-31 (19) 11-968 (19) 99-303 (19)
22:730 (20) 298-63 (20) 11-934 (20) 99-250 (20)
22:740 (29) 298-89 (29) 11-710 (29) 99-027 (29)
22:734 (30) 298-74 (30) 11-691 (30) 99-003 (30)
22:737 (49) 29879 (49) 11-446 (49) 98776 (49)
22:736 (50) 298-77 (50) 11-437 (50) 98766 (50)
Ref. [8] 22-7 — — —

+ A number in parentheses refers to the number of grid points with which the DQM result is obtained.

the natural frequencies of a free plate with relative thickness of 0-100 or less using the
present method. It is found that there are some negative values among the eigenvalues
obtained by solving the corresponding determinant equations. Therefore, it may be

=
N al ~ o
)] o )] o

o

Frequency parameter, A2 = wa? (ph/D)l/2

5 50 100 150 200
Number of grids points, N

Figure 8. Variation of the first five frequency parameters via the number of grid points for a free plate of
h/a = 0-250 with a rigid centre support.
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concluded that, for a free plate with a rigid centre support, the differential quadrature
method fails to produce convergent and correct solutions.

4. CONCLUSIONS

In this paper, the differential quadrature method has been applied successfully to solve
the axisymmetric free vibration problem of moderately thick circular Mindlin plates. Free,
simply-supported and clamped plates without or with a rigid centre support have been
considered in the present study. The applicability, convergence properties and accuracy of
the present method for moderately thick plate eigenvalue problems have been carefully
examined.

For plates without a rigid centre support, the first fifteen frequency parameters have
been calculated for various relative thicknesses and for different boundary conditions. For
such plates, the DQ method yields convergent and accurate solutions even for a small
number of grid points. The results show that different boundary conditions, relative plate
thicknesses and mode sequences have significant influences on the convergence properties
of the method.

For simply-supported and clamped plates with a rigid centre support, the DQ results
approach the corresponding correct solutions slowly with increasing grid refinement. Using
a grid of about 25 points, the method can provide solutions with acceptable accuracy
(about 2 significant digits). However, for free plates with a rigid centre support, the method
seems to fail to produce convergent and correct solutions.

The two advantages involved in the present solution procedure are: (1) By using the
Mindlin plate theory, the problem that two grid points are required at each boundary point
is naturally avoided. (2) By using algebraic expressions to calculate the weighting
coefficients, the number of grid points can be greatly increased when necessary.
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APPENDIX: THE DIFFERENTIAL QUADRATURE METHOD

Supposing that there are N grid points along the r-axis with ry, r, ..., ry as the
co-ordinates, the nth order derivative of f(r) can be expressed discretely at the point r; as:
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N
fﬁ”)(r,.)z Z Cl(lfl)f(r/\)a n= 1523~'-aN_ 19 (Al)
k=1

where C” are the weighting coefficients associated with the nth order derivative of f{r) at
the discrete point r;.

According to references [17, 19], the weighting coefficients in equation (Al) can be
determined as follows:

O = MOCH = )M j= 1,2, ., N, but j# 1, (A2)
where
N
MOy = T] (rni—r), i=12,...,N (A3)
j=1j#i
and

ri— T

(n—1)
C,(}I)zn(C}f‘)C},"—q); i,j=1,2,...,N,butj#i;andn=2,3,...,N—1

N
CP=— > i=1,2,...,N, and n=1,2,...,N— 1. (A5)

j=1j#i



