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Abstract

A discrete method is developed for analyzing the free vibration problem of orthotropic rectangular plates
with variable thickness. The Green function, which is obtained by transforming the differential equations
into integral equations and using numerical integration, is used to establish the characteristic equation of
the free vibration. The effects of the aspect ratios, boundary conditions, the variation of the thickness on
the frequencies are considered. By comparing the numerical results obtained by the present method with the
those previously published, the efficiency and accuracy of the present method are investigated. The
frequency parameters are obtained for the orthotropic plates with general boundary conditions and
variable thickness in one or two directions. The model shapes are given for some of the square plates with
three kinds of thickness variations.
© 2005 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Structural components, such as plates with variable thickness, are widely used in aeronautical,
mechanical and ocean structures. The variable thickness is used to alter resonant frequency and to
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reduce the size and weight of the structure. Therefore, the vibration analysis of the plates
with variable thickness is an important topic for the researchers. Bhat et al. [1] used four
kinds of methods to obtain natural frequencies of isotropic rectangular plates with
linearly variable thickness in one direction. A comparison of the results of the four
methods was given. Roy and Ganesan [2] investigated the dynamic response of an
isotropic square plate with linear or parabolic thickness variation in one direction. The effects
of thickness variation on natural frequencies, dynamic displacements and stresses were
considered. The Rayleigh—Ritz method was used to study the free vibration of isotropic
rectangular plates with variable thickness in two directions by Singh and Saxena [3]. Liew
and Lim [4] analyzed the free vibration of isotropic trapezoidal plates with variable thickness.
They also analyzed the free vibration of isotropic doubly-tapered rectangular plates [5].
The Rayleigh—-Ritz method was employed. The first eight frequencies were presented
for plates with six kinds of boundary conditions and various aspect ratios. Liew et al. [6]
presented a semi-analytical method to analyze the free vibration of isotropic rectangular
plates with abrupt thickness variation in the central part. The frequency parameters and
mode shapes were given for three boundary conditions. A lots of papers have been republished
on the subject of the free vibration of isotropic plates with variable thickness and some
of them were well compiled in Ref. [7]. The situation pertaining to orthotropic plates with
variable thickness is quite different. Although orthotropic plates have received more and
more attention due to their unique advantages such as high strength-to-weigh ratio, high stiffness-
to-weigh ratio and low density, only a few papers have been reported about the free vibration of
those plates. Sakata [8] utilized the double trigonometric series to obtain the characteristic
equation of a clamped orthotropic rectangular plate with linearly varying thickness in one
direction. The effects of aspect ratios and flexural rigidity on fundamental frequency were
evaluated. Malhotra et al. [9] investigated the vibrations of orthotropic square plates with
parabolic thickness variation in one direction. Rayleigh—Ritz method was used to obtain
fundamental frequencies for four boundary conditions. Bambill et al. [10] used the Rayleigh—Ritz
method and the finite element method to analyze the transverse vibration of an orthotropic
rectangular plate with linearly varying thickness in one direction. Fundamental frequencies were
presented for plates with a free edge.Bert and Malik [11] adopted a semi-analytical approach in
the differential quadrature method to investigate free vibration of isotropic and orthotropic
rectangular plates with linearly varying thickness in one direction. They realized the information
published on tapered orthotropic plates was very scant and they presented a number of numerical
results for plates with two opposite edges simply supported. Ashour [12] studied the flexural
vibration of orthotropic plates with variable thickness in one direction by employing the finite
strip transition matrix technique. The frequencies were obtained for plates with two opposite
edges having the same boundary conditions and the same thickness. But the boundary conditions
of the two opposite edges were no longer restricted to simply supported conditions. Although the
results obtained by Ashour were accurate enough for some boundary conditions, for the other
boundary conditions, some of the frequency parameters, even the fundamental frequency
parameter, seemed to be lost. The scantiness of the information about the free vibration problem
of the orthotropic plates with variable thickness, especially for the orthotropic plates with general
boundary conditions and variable thickness in two directions, motivates the authors to do the
present work.
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In this paper, a discrete method is used to analyze the free vibration of orthotropic rectangular
plates with variable thickness. The method was proposed by some of the authors. It has been used
to solve the free vibration problems of tapered isotropic plates with three kinds of
boundary conditions [13] and simply supported orthotropic square plate with a hole [14].
No prior assumption of shape of deflection, such as shape function used in Rayleigh—Ritz
method, is needed in the proposed method. The fundamental differential equations involving
Dirac’s delta functions are established and satisfied exactly throughout the whole plate.
By transforming these equations into integral equations and using numerical integration,
the solutions are obtained at the discrete points. The Green function, which is the solution
for deflection, is used to obtain the characteristic equation of the free vibration. The
convergent results are obtained by using Richardson’s extrapolation formula for two cases of
suitably smaller divisional numbers. The purpose of the paper is to (1) investigate the efficiency
and accuracy of the present method for the free vibration problem of tapered orthotropic
rectangular plates with general boundary conditions, (2) discuss the effects of the boundary
conditions, the aspect ratio and variable thickness on the frequency parameter, and (3) give some
new data and mode shapes for the plates with general boundary condition and variable thickness
in one or two directions.

2. Fundamental differential equations

An xyz coordinate system is used in the present study with its x—y plane contained in middle
plane of an orthotropic rectangular plate and the z-axis perpendicular to the middle plane of the
plate. The thickness, the length and the width of the orthotropic rectangular plate are 4, @ and b,
respectively. The principle material axes of the plate in the longitudinal, transverse and normal
directions are designated as 1, 2 and 3.

The displacements u, v and w in the x, y and z directions are assumed to be

u=z0.(x,y), v=2z0,(x,y), w=wkx,yp), (1)

where 0,(x,y) and 0,(x, y) are the rotations in the x—z and y—z planes.
For small displacements, the strain—displacement relations of elasticity yield
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For orthotropic plates, the stress—strain relations can be expressed as
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where 0, = E1/(1 =viova), O = viaEar /(1 —viavar), Ony = E2 /(1 —viavar), Qg = G2, Ouy =
G2, QOss = G3. Ep 1s the axial modulus in the 1-direction, E, is the axial modulus in the
2-direction, v;, is the Poisson’s ratio associated with loading in the 1-direction and strain in
the 2-direction, v,y is the Poisson’s ratio associated with loading in the 2-direction and strain
in the 1-direction, G3, G13 and Gy, are the shear moduli in 2-3, 1-3 and 1-2 planes.

The moments and the shear forces can be given by
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By using Egs. (2)—(4), the relations of the moment—displacement and the shear force—displace-
ment can be obtained as

30,
Ox
[ M ] Dy D 0 0 07 a0y
M, Dp D 00 0 || ayae
My|=|0 0 Dg 0 0 6; 6—; (5)
0, 0 0 0 Ay O e
0, | 0 0 0 0 ds]|gth
ow
— + 0,
_ax+ -

where the extensional stiffness A4;; = Qijh (i,j =4,5) and the bending stiffness D; = Qijh3/12

(1,j =1,2,6).

By using the non-dimensional expressions,
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the differential equations of the plate with a concentrated load P at point (x,, y,) are established as
follows:

0X, 0X,

— 4+ ——=—Pd(n —n,)o( —
6X3 0X4
—+— o —pX1 =0,
6X5 0X;
U= on + TC — X, =0,
0X; - 0Xs
Dyu—-+D —uDXs5 =
11,uan+ 1257 — HDAX 0,
0X7 0X¢ -
D12HW+ Dzza—c —uDX4 =0,
_ (0X7 0X,
Des (a—c-irlla) uDX3 =0,
Ky (% + m) — uDTX, =0,
- oX S
phkAss <6—;18 + X7> —uDTX, =0, (6)
where P = Pa/(D()(l - V12V21)) Dl] = QU/EQ, (/10//’1) A] = 12(6!//’10) (Qz//E2) DT = h()/h
Dy = Ezh / (12(1 — viavo1)) is the standard bending rigidity, /o is the standard thickness of the
plate, k =2 1s the shear correction factor, d(n —n,) and 6( — {,) are Dirac’s delta functions.

In the abgve equation, the variable quantity /g /h has been separated and expressed only in the
quantities D and DT so that the equation can be used for the orthotropic plate with variable
thickness. Eq. (6) can also be expressed as the following simple form.

8
oX 0X,
Z{Fm@—; + Ftha—nY + F3tSXs} + Po(n — 77(1)5(4, — ()0 =0 (1=1-8), (7
s=1

where 51; is KI‘OHGCkCI‘ S delta F111 = F123 = F134 = 1 F146 = D12, F156 = D22, F167 D66:
Fi78 = kAuss, Faip = Fy3=Fys=p, Fay=puDy, Fas7=uDiy, Faes = uDes, Foss = pkAss,
Fy1=Fspn=—p, Fyus=Fis4=Fs53 = —uD, F37 = F33o = —puDT, Fy6 = pkAss, Fagr = pkAss,
other Fj, = 0.

3. Discrete Green function

By dividing a rectangular plate vertically into m equal-length parts and horizontally into n
equal-length parts as shown in Fig. 1, the plate can be considered as a group of discrete points
which are the intersections of the (m + 1)-vertical and (n+ 1)-horizontal dividing lines. To describe
the present method conveniently, the rectangular area, 0<n<#n,;, 0<{<{;, corresponding to the
arbitrary intersection (Z,j) as shown in Fig. 1 is denoted as the area [i,/], the intersection (i,;)
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Fig. 1. Discrete points on a rectangular plate.

denoted by O is called the main point of the area [i, j], the intersections denoted by o are called the
inner-dependent points of the area, and the intersections denoted by e are called the boundary-
dependent points of the area.

By integrating Eq. (7) over the area [i,], the following integral equation is obtained:

8 ni Z,
;{Flts/o [Xv(na C]) - Xs(”l, O)] d]’] + Fo /0 [Xs(;/]i’ C) _ Xs(o’ é’)] d¢

n; Cj
+ Fa / / Xs(n,C)dndC}+Pu(n—nq)u(C—Cr)5n=0, ®)
0 0

where u(n —n,) and u({ — {,) are the unit step functions.

Next, by applying the numerical integration method, the simultaneous equation for the
unknown quantities X; = X(n;,{;) at the main point (i,j) of the area [i,j] is obtained as
follows:

8 i

J
E{Fm > Bu(X g — Xvo) + Faus D By(Xs — X 1)
k=0 =0

s=1

i
+F3ts Z Zﬂikﬁlesk/} + Puiqujréll = 0’ (9)

k=0 =0

where fy = ou/m, By = wi/n, wix =1 — ok +0i)/2, oy =1~ (301 +33)/2, t =18, i = 1-m,
J = 1=n, uyy = uln; —n,), wr = u(l; — ).

By retaining the quantities at main point (7, ) on the left-hand side of the equation and putting
other quantities on the right-hand side, and using the matrix transition, the solution X ,; of the
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above Eq. (9) is obtained as follows:

8 i J
Xpi=> { > BuAplX o — Xug(1 = 8a)] + > BuBulXior — Xsa(1 = )]
t=1 =0

k=0

i J
+ D BBy Cona X na(l - 51’1«5;1)} — Ap1 Puiguyy, (10)
k=0 [=0

where p = 1-8, 4,;, By, and C,yy are given in Appendix A.

In Eq. (10), the quantity X; is not only related to the quantities X ;o and X, at the boundary-
dependent points but also the quantities X ;, X,y and X at the inner-dependent points. The
maximal number of the unknown quantities is 6(m — 1)(n — 1) + 3(m + n + 1). In order to reduce
the unknown quantities, the area [i, /] is spread according to the regular order as [1,1], [1,2], ...,
[1,n], [2,1], [2,2], ..., [2,m], ..., [m, 1], [m,2], ..., [m,n]. With the spread of the area according to
the above-mentioned order, the quantities X ;, X ;7 and X at the inner-dependent points can be
eliminated by substituting the obtained results into the corresponding terms of the right-hand side
of Eq. (10). By repeating this process, the quantity X,; at the main point is only related to the
quantities X,xo (r = 1,3,4,6,7,8) and X (s = 2,3,5,6,7,8) at the boundary-dependent points. The
maximal number of the unknown quantities is reduced to 3(m+n+1). It can be noted
the number of the unknown quantities of the present method are fewer than that of the finite
element method for the same divisional number m(>3) and n(=3). Based on the above
consideration, Eq. (10) is rewritten as follows:

6 i J
Xpi/' = Z { Z apijdef_‘fO + Z bpi/ngsog} + q_ple’ (1)
=0

d=1 =0 g

where @, bpjga and g,,; are given in Appendix B.

Eq. (11) gives the discrete solution of the fundamental differential equation (7) of the bending
problem of a plate under a concentrated load, and the discrete Green function is chosen as
Xs;i/[Pa/Do(1 — vi2va1)].

4. Boundary conditions of a rectangular plate

The integral constants X sy and X, involved in the discrete solution (11) are all quantities at
the discrete points along the edges { = 0 (y = 0) and = 0 (x = 0) of the rectangular plate. There
are six integral constants at each discrete point. Half of them are self-evident according to the
boundary conditions along the edges { = 0 and = 0 and half of them are needed to determine by
the boundary conditions along the edges { =1 and n = 1.

The boundary conditions along the edges { = 0 and 1 are as follows:

0,=0,=w=0 for aclamped edge,
M,=0,=w=0 for a simply supported edge,
0,=M,, =M, fora free edge.
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The boundary conditions along the edges n = 0 and 1 are as follows:

0,=0,=w=0 for aclamped edge,
M,=0,=w=0 for a simply supported edge,
O, =M, =M, fora free edge.

5. Characteristic equation
By applying the Green function w(xg,y,,X,y)/P which is the displacement at a point
(x0,¥,) of a plate with a concentrated load P at a point (x,y), the displacement amplitude

Ww(xo,y,) at a point (xo,y,) of the rectangular plate during the free vibration is given as
follows:

W0, yo) = /0 /0 phes i, ) (x0. s %, )/ Pl dx dy, (12)

where p is the mass density of the plate material.
By using the numerical integration method and the following non-dimensional expressions:

)4 pohow*a* y p(x.3) hx. 7)
e PTE ), Hn 0 = |
Do(1 — vizva) /(A7) (1,0 e
WX, w(Xo, s X, D l_v Vv
w0 = "0 Gy g, ¢) = M0 BN DL Na)

where p, is the standard mass density, the characteristic equation is obtained from Eq. (12) as

Koo Ko Kp ... Ky,
Kio Ki Kip ... Ky,
Ky Ku Kn ... Ku|_y, (13)
KmO Kml KmZ ... Kmm

where

[ BroH joGiojo — ko B H 1 Giojn BoHpGiop e B inGiojn ]
BuoHjoGirjo BuHj Gijy — koj Bl G e Bunt jnGitjn
Kj = By BuoH jo Ginjo B Hj1 Gioji BinHpGpjp — kéy - - Bt jn Gizjn

BuoH jo Ginjo B Hji Ginj1 Bl j2Ginj2 o BunHpnGinn — ko |
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6. Numerical results

The described method is used to obtain the frequency parameters and mode shapes for
orthotropic plate with variable thickness and various boundary conditions. E-glass/epoxy
material (E; = 60.7 GPa, E; = 24.8 GPa, G» = 12.0 GPa,v;; = 0.23) is used when no properties
of material are appointed specially. The thickness functions are chosen as & = hy(l + ax/a) and
h = ho(1 4+ ax/a)(1 + By/b) for variable thickness in one and two directions, respectively. The
ratio of the length and thickness a/hy = 100 is adopted. In all tables and figures, the symbols F, S,
and C denote free, simply supported and clamped edges. Four symbols such as SCFC delegate the
boundary conditions of the plate, the first indicating the conditions at x = 0, the second at y = 0,
the third at x = a and the fourth at y = b.

6.1. Variable thickness in one direction

In order to examine the convergency, numerical calculation is carried out by varying the
number of divisions m and n. The lowest six natural frequency parameters of a CSCS orthotropic
square plate with variable thickness in one direction (o = 0.4) are shown in Fig. 2. It shows a good
convergency of the numerical results by the present method. It can be also noticed that convergent
results of frequency parameter can be obtained by using Richardson’s extrapolation formula for
two cases of divisional numbers m(= n) of 12 and 16. By the same method, the suitable number of
divisions m(= n) can be determined for the other plates. In this paper, all the convergent values
of frequency parameter are obtained by using Richardson’s extrapolation formula for two cases
of divisional numbers 12 and 16.

To show the accuracy of the present method and to investigate the effects of the boundary
conditions, aspect ratios and variable thickness on the frequency parameters, the lowest six

20 - A

3rd
M—x 2nd
= .
e * x 1st
4 1 1 1 1 1 1
4 6 8 10 12 14 16

Fig. 2. The natural frequency parameter A versus the divisional number m(= n) for the CSCS orthotropic square plate
with variable thickness in one direction (o = 0.4).
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Table 1
Natural frequency parameter 4 for CSCS and CSSS orthotropic plates with variable thickness in one direction

Mode sequence number

B.C. b/a o References Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th
CSCS 0.5 0.0 Ex.* 7.943 11.124 13.268 14.797 14.956 17.666
Ref. [11] 7.948 11.149 13.287 14.766 15.107 17.754
0.4 Ex. 8.672 12.141 14.437 16.011 16.472 19.282
Ref. [11] 8.680 12.172 14.464 16.122 16.519 19.400
0.8 Ex. 9.307 13.026 15.397 17.346 17.527 20.700
1.0 0.0 Ex. 6.361 7.941 10.149 10.408 11.125 12.814
Ref. [11] 6.366 7.948 10.172 10.433 11.149 12.852
0.4 Ex. 6.945 8.670 11.074 11.350 12.141 13.993
Ref. [11] 6.952 8.680 11.106 11.382 12.176 14.042
0.8 Ex. 7.454 9.305 11.874 12.155 13.026 15.026
2.0 0.0 Ex. 6.036 6.361 6.992 7.905 8.972 9.925
Ref. [11] 6.041 6.366 7.003 7.948 9.119 9.948
0.4 Ex. 6.589 6.945 7.635 8.631 9.793 10.830
Ref. [11] 6.596 6.952 7.649 8.680 9.955 10.861
0.8 Ex. 7.070 7.454 8.196 9.263 10.504 11.611
CSSS 0.5 0.0 Ex. 7.550 10.429 13.167 13.875 14.762 17.170
Ref. [11] 7.553 10.444 13.183 13.935 14.788 17.236
0.4 Ex. 8.276 11.378 14.387 15.127 16.193 18.773
Ref. [11] 8.281 11.400 14.413 15.199 16.230 18.866
0.8 Ex. 8.912 12.214 15.370 16.212 17.466 20.198
1.0 0.0 Ex. 5.572 7.548 9.249 10.221 10.430 12.337
Ref. [11] 5.574 7.553 9.263 10.246 10.444 12.369
0.4 Ex. 6.030 8.273 10.050 11.206 11.377 13.507
Ref. [11] 6.034 8.281 10.068 11.236 11.400 13.548
0.8 Ex. 6.439 8.905 10.745 12.043 12.223 14.530
2.0 0.0 Ex. 5.084 5.572 6.415 7.510 8.704 8.968
Ref. [11] 5.086 5.574 6.425 7.553 8.851 8.981
0.4 Ex. 5.445 6.030 7.003 8.232 9.634 9.730
Ref. [11] 5.448 6.034 7.015 8.281 9.713 9.747
0.8 Ex. 5.761 6.436 7.524 8.865 10.393 10.426

Ex.*: The values obtained by using Richardson’s extrapolation formula.

frequency parameters are calculated for 14 kinds of boundary conditions with taper ratios o =
0.0,0.4,0.8 and aspect ratios b/a = 0.5, 1.0,2.0.

Numerical values for the lowest six natural frequency parameter A of CSCS, CSSS, SSSS, SSFS,
SCSC and SSCS plates are given in Tables 1-3. It can be seen that the frequency parameters
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Table 2
Natural frequency parameter A for SSSS and SSFS orthotropic plates with variable thickness in one direction

Mode sequence number

B.C. b/a o References Ist 2nd 3rd 4th Sth 6th
SSSS 0.5 0.0 Ex. 7.255 9.796 13.087 13.096 14.491 16.716
Ref. [11] 7.257 9.805 13.103 13.135 14.515 16.764
0.4 Ex. 7.927 10.709 14.206 14.297 15.860 18.272
Ref. [11] 7.932 10.719 14.229 14.350 15.896 18.334
0.8 Ex. 8.524 11.516 15.088 15.351 17.096 19.653
1.0 0.0 Ex. 4.902 7.253 8.374 9.795 10.079 11.924
Ref. [11] 4.902 7.256 8.382 9.805 10.103 11.951
0.4 Ex. 5.360 7.928 9.150 10.703 10.982 13.043
Ref. [11] 5.362 7.932 9.159 10.719 11.010 13.076
0.8 Ex. 5.770 8.525 9.831 11.510 11.740 14.048
2.0 0.0 Ex. 4.190 4.901 5.966 7.214 8.014 8.374
Ref. [11] 4.191 4.902 5.975 7.257 8.021 8.650
0.4 Ex. 4.575 5.360 6.526 7.884 8.754 9.148
Ref. [11] 4.575 5.362 6.637 7.932 8.763 9.159
0.8 Ex. 4.909 5.771 7.029 8.478 9.402 9.829
SSFS 0.5 0.0 Ex. 6.515 8.126 10.853 12.719 13.608 14.148
Ref. [11] 6.520 8.133 10.877 12.734 13.628 14.211
0.4 Ex. 7.292 8.959 11.853 14.137 15.033 15.459
Ref. [11] 7.316 8.935 11.905 14.147 15.096 15.527
0.8 Ex. 7.935 9.753 12.714 15.086 16.433 16.611
1.0 0.0 Ex. 3.533 5.945 6.509 8.129 9.410 9.571
Ref. [11] 3.528 5.956 6.520 8.133 9.428 9.610
0.4 Ex. 3.916 6.485 7.310 8.917 10.243 10.712
Ref. [11] 3.921 6.492 7.316 8.935 10.207 10.761
0.8 Ex. 4.280 6.967 7.994 9.647 10.982 11.590
2.0 0.0 Ex. 2.126 3.523 4.994 5.219 5.952 6.474
Ref. [11] 2.125 3.528 5.002 5.222 5.956 6.520
0.4 Ex. 2.323 3918 5.620 5.587 6.482 7.267
Ref. [11] 2.325 3.921 5.600 5.625 6.492 7.316
0.8 Ex. 2.519 4.281 5.982 6.120 6.965 7.950

increase with increase of the taper ratio « for the plate with specific boundary condition and aspect
ratio b/a, and decrease with the increase of aspect ratio b/a for the plate with the same boundary
condition and taper ratio o. The effect of boundary condition on the frequency parameters can be
observed by comparing the corresponding results presented in Tables 1 and 2. In these two tables,
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Table 3
Natural frequency parameter A for SCSC and SSCS orthotropic plates with variable thickness in one direction

Mode sequence number

B.C. bla o References Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th
SCSC 0.5 0.0 Ex. 9.885 11.351 13.933 16.025 16.942 17.104
Ref. [11] 9.897 11.368 13.978 16.077 16.999 17.250
0.4 Ex. 10.761 12.423 15.220 17.281 18.570 18.666
Ref. [11] 10.808 12.416 15.262 17.553 18.563 18.814
0.8 Ex. 11.489 13.397 16.357 18.196 20.004 20.028
1.0 0.0 Ex. 5.682 8.487 8.617 10.471 11.454 12.238
Ref. [11] 5.684 8.500 8.625 10.486 11.506 12.276
0.4 Ex. 6.214 9.262 9.415 11.447 12.451 13.360
Ref. [11] 6.208 9.281 9.407 11.459 12.562 13.337
0.8 Ex. 6.692 9.931 10.119 12.324 13.259 14.339
2.0 0.0 Ex. 4312 5.239 6.458 7.892 8.043 8.466
Ref. [11] 4312 5.243 6.479 7.858 8.052 8.487
0.4 Ex. 4.709 5.731 7.062 8.505 8.785 9.253
Ref. [11] 4.704 5.729 7.076 8.580 8.696 9.297
0.8 Ex. 5.057 6.172 7.601 9.133 9.436 9.945
SSCS 0.5 0.0 Ex. 7.550 10.429 13.167 13.875 14.761 17.171
Ref. [11] 7.553 10.444 13.183 13.935 14.788 17.236
0.4 Ex. 8.221 11.401 14.238 15.160 16.097 18.728
Ref. [11] 8.226 11.424 14.261 15.238 16.135 18.817
0.8 Ex. 8.813 12.255 15.103 16.276 17.290 20.105
1.0 0.0 Ex. 5.572 7.548 9.249 10.221 10.428 12.339
Ref. [11] 5.574 7.553 9.263 10.246 10.444 12.369
0.4 Ex. 6.147 8.219 10.146 11.082 11.401 13.460
Ref. [11] 6.151 8.226 10.166 11.111 11.424 13.500
0.8 Ex. 6.653 8.811 10.927 11.816 12.254 14.455
2.0 0.0 Ex. 5.084 5.572 6.415 7.510 8.704 8.968
Ref. [11] 5.086 5.574 6.425 7.553 8.851 8.981
0.4 Ex. 5.656 6.147 7.021 8.178 9.558 9.849
Ref. [11] 5.659 6.151 7.033 8.266 9.614 9.869
0.8 Ex. 6.152 6.653 7.557 8.768 10.436 10.616

the highest frequency parameters can be obtained for CSCS plates, then successively for CSSS,
SSSS and SSFS. It shows that with decrease of boundary constraints, which results in decrease of
stiffness, frequency parameters decrease significantly. From Tables 1 and 3, it can be found that
even for the plates with the same aspect ratio, taper ratio and the same boundary condition, which
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are two opposite edges clamped and two opposite edges simply supported, the results of CSCS
and SCSC orthotropic plates are quite different. For CSCS plate, the longitudinal direction of the
orthotropic material is coincident with the simply supported edges, but for SCSC plate, it is
coincident with the clamped edges. It shows that the direction of principle material axes also
influences the frequency parameters greatly. For the square plates with specific taper ratio, the
fundamental frequency of CSCS plate is higher than that of SCSC plate. By comparing the results
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Fig. 3. Nodal patterns for CSCS orthotropic square plates with variable thickness in one direction.
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Fig. 4. Nodal patterns for CSSS orthotropic square plates with variable thickness in one direction.
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Fig. 6. Nodal patterns for SSFS orthotropic square plates with variable thickness in one direction.

shown in Tables 1 and 3, it can be also noticed that the frequency parameters of CSSS and SSCS
plate are the same for the case of uniform thickness (¢ = 0.0), but different for the cases of
variable thickness o = 0.4,0.8. The fundamental frequencies of SSCS plates with o = 0.4,0.8 are
higher than those of CSSS plates for b/a = 1,2, but lower for b/a = 0.5. The results obtained by
Bert and Malik [11] are also shown in the above tables. It can be seen that the numerical results of
the present method have satisfactory accuracy. The results presented in Tables 1-3 are limited to
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Fig. 8. Nodal patterns for SSCS orthotropic square plates with variable thickness in one direction.

plates with two opposite edges having the same thickness and simply supported boundary
conditions.

The nodal patterns of the lowest six modes of the above plates with b/a =1 are shown in
Figs. 3-8. With change of the boundary conditions, the orders of some mode shapes change.
From Figs. 4 and 8, it is noticed that the vertical nodal lines tend to be close to simply supported
edges. In Fig. 6, the vertical nodal lines are close to the free edges. These show the vertical nodal
lines have the trend to be close to the edge with less boundary constraint. The trend can be found
in the third, fifth and sixth modes in Figs. 4 and 8, and in the second, fourth and fifth modes in



946

Table 4

M. Huang et al. | Journal of Sound and Vibration 288 (2005) 931-955

Natural frequency parameter 2 for CCCC and CCSC orthotropic plates with variable thickness in one direction

Mode sequence number

B.C. b/a o References Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th

CCcCC 0.5 0.0 Ex. 10.194 12.289 15.301 16.131 17.329 18.632
Ref. [12] 10.206 12.318 15.393 16.182 17.391 —

0.4 Ex. 11.113 13.422 16.695 17.476 18.954 20.316
Ref. [12] 11.132 13.463 16.813 17.546 19.044 —

0.8 Ex. 11.894 14.419 17.908 18.511 20.397 21.800

1.0 0.0 Ex. 6.780 8.953 10.293 11.615 11.686 13.636
Ref. [12] 6.785 8.967 10.317 11.643 11.741 —

0.4 Ex. 7.402 9.770 11.232 12.679 12.730 14.896
Ref. [12] 7.410 9.787 11.265 12.719 12.794 —

0.8 Ex. 7.945 10.475 12.046 13.610 13.602 16.008

2.0 0.0 Ex. 6.080 6.532 7.320 8.347 9.698 9.941
Ref. [12] 6.085 6.538 7.342 8.428 9.698 —

0.4 Ex. 6.638 7.132 7.993 9.112 10.564 10.847
Ref. [12] 6.644 7.140 8.018 9.202 10.659 —

0.8 Ex. 7.122 7.654 8.579 9.776 11.630 11.283

CCsC 0.5 0.0 Ex. 10.013 11.783 14.597 16.074 17.121 17.878
Ref. [12] 11.805 14.662 16.124 17.179 18.067 —
Ref. 10.035 11.830 14.710 — — —

0.4 Ex. 10.982 12.896 15.928 17.465 18.809 19.474
Ref. [12] 12.928 16.012 17.535 18.876 19.718 —

0.8 Ex. 11.796 13.892 17.096 18.509 20.305 20.872

1.0 0.0 Ex. 6.156 8.683 9.435 11.007 11.555 13.135
Ref. [12] 6.159 8.695 9.450 11.028 11.608 —

0.4 Ex. 6.707 9.528 10.260 12.027 12.650 14.298
Ref. [12] 6.711 9.544 10.280 12.055 12.713 —

0.8 Ex. 7.196 10.256 10.982 12.929 13.552 15.307

2.0 0.0 Ex. 5.156 5.816 6.826 8.018 8.988 9.330
Ref. [12] 5.158 5.821 6.849 8.099 9.003 —

0.4 Ex. 5.533 6.316 7.468 8.796 9.753 10.141
Ref. [12] 5.536 6.321 7.493 8.886 9.773 —

0.8 Ex. 5.863 6.759 8.035 9.474 10.419 10.849

Fig. 6. From Figs. 3-8, it can be noted that with increase of taper ratio, the vertical nodal lines
move to the thinner part of the plates. Obvious change can be seen in the third, fifth and sixth

modes in Fig. 3, and corresponding modes in other figures.
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Table 5
Natural frequency parameter A for SCFC and FCCC orthotropic plates with variable thickness in one direction

Mode sequence number

B.C. b/a o References Ist 2nd 3rd 4th Sth 6th

SCFC 0.5 0.0 Ex. 9.577 10.335 12.144 14.872 15.790 16.344
Ref. [12] 9.580 10.332 12.149 14.925 16.399 —

0.4 Ex. 10.679 11.472 13.320 16.257 17.275 18.246
Ref. [12] 10.698 11.474 13.336 16.324 17.343 —

0.8 Ex. 11.466 12.584 14.386 17.465 18.196 19.902

1.0 0.0 Ex. 4.901 6.486 8.030 9.183 9.615 11.287
Ref. [12] 4.897 6.483 8.009 9.124 9.617 —

0.4 Ex. 5.529 7.128 8.976 9.999 10.470 12.480
Ref. [12] 5.526 7.101 8.999 10.064 10.484 —

0.8 Ex. 6.065 7.676 9.772 10.971 11.225 13.498

2.0 0.0 Ex. 2.648 4.171 5.302 5.695 6.180 7.315
Ref. [12] 2.635 4.172 5.298 5.706 7.252 —

0.4 Ex. 2.959 4.678 5.720 6.398 6.747 8.031
Ref. [12] 2.949 4.686 5.715 6.420 8.036 —

0.8 Ex. 3.249 5.137 6.098 7.096 7.180 8.683

FCCC 0.5 0.0 Ex. 9.601 10.557 12.642 15.635 15.730 16.449
Ref. [12] 15.632 17.828 22.150 25.098 28.759 —

0.4 Ex. 10.025 11.454 13.788 16.395 16.986 17.840
Ref. [12] 16.429 17.088 22.831 24.829 28.933 —

0.8 Ex. 10.379 12.264 14.815 16.824 18.243 18.978

1.0 0.0 Ex. 5.017 7.082 8.050 9.443 10.444 11.118
Ref. [12] 7.068 9.436 10.457 12.186 14.293 —

0.4 Ex. 5.330 7.793 8.458 10.263 11.477 11.622
Ref. [12] 7.782 10.258 11.495 13.124 14.861 —

0.8 Ex. 5.636 8.434 8.820 11.002 12.203 12.209

2.0 0.0 Ex. 3.058 4.354 5.792 6.154 6.844 7.371
Ref. [12] 3.042 4.341 5.796 6.154 7.308 —

0.4 Ex. 3.434 4.687 6.143 6.887 7.553 7.635
Ref. [12] 3.414 4.663 6.140 6.887 7.538 —

0.8 Ex. 3.800 5.012 6.479 7.532 8.185 8.002

Tables 4 and 5 present the numerical results for the lowest six natural frequency parameter 4
of the CCCC, CCSC, SCFC and FCCC plates with taper ratios o = 0.0,0.4,0.8 and aspect
ratios b/a = 0.5,1.0,2.0. The results obtained by the present method are compared with those of
Ashour [12]. It can be noticed that the present results agree well with Ashour’s results for CCCC
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Table 6
Natural frequency parameter 4 for CCCS, SSSC, SSCC and FFCF orthotropic plates with variable thickness in one
direction

Mode sequence number

B.C. b/a o Ist 2nd 3rd 4th Sth 6th
CCCS 0.5 0.0 8.958 11.616 14.681 14.943 16.153 18.428
0.4 9.776 12.681 15.944 16.302 17.660 20.120
0.8 10.482 13.612 16.950 17.478 19.000 21.613
1.0 0.0 6.533 8.417 10.211 11.035 11.349 13.207
0.4 7.133 9.189 11.143 12.029 12.387 14.425
0.8 7.656 9.857 11.949 12.869 13.293 15.495
2.0 0.0 6.055 6.438 7.147 8.121 9.803 9.616
0.4 6.610 7.030 7.804 8.865 10.692 10.491
0.8 7.092 7.545 8.377 9.513 11.448 11.246
SSSC 0.5 0.0 8.493 10.475 13.454 14.547 15.679 17.019
0.4 9.269 11.454 14.693 15.742 17.175 18.514
0.8 9.938 12.330 15.780 16.645 18.514 19.757
1.0 0.0 5.238 7.855 8.483 10.100 10.756 12.178
0.4 5.824 8.463 9.195 11.214 11.801 13.360
0.8 6.164 9.219 9.966 11.865 12.488 14.264
2.0 0.0 4.243 5.058 6.204 7.533 7.986 8.423
0.4 4.633 5.532 6.785 8.227 8.727 9.202
0.8 4.973 5.958 7.306 8.832 9.383 9.887
SSCC 0.5 0.0 8.689 11.009 14.183 14.605 15.897 17.625
0.4 9.432 12.027 15.658 15.589 17.339 19.241
0.8 10.079 12.925 16.650 16.633 18.632 20.642
1.0 0.0 5.818 8.090 9.330 10.695 10.879 12.772
0.4 6.399 8.795 10.232 11.686 11.785 13.932
0.8 6.912 9.414 11.017 12.554 12.552 14.961
2.0 0.0 5.115 5.684 6.612 7.759 8.977 9.287
0.4 5.687 6.261 7.226 8.442 9.860 10.185
0.8 6.184 6.770 7.771 9.044 10.626 10.726
FFCF 0.5 0.0 2.344 4.258 5.878 7.862 9.736 9.922
0.4 2.824 4.905 6.630 8.576 10.394 10.885

0.8 3.290 5.408 7.271 9.248 10.945 11.771
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Table 6 (continued)

Mode sequence number

B.C. b/a o Ist 2nd 3rd 4th Sth 6th
1.0 0.0 2.238 3.436 5.348 5.942 6.518 8.178
0.4 2.850 3.747 5.887 6.644 7.278 8.739
0.8 3.263 4.248 6.263 7.306 7.883 9.214
2.0 0.0 2.357 2.709 3.507 4.617 5.884 5.952
0.4 2.844 3.157 3.934 5.038 6.442 6.570
0.8 3.275 3.565 4.329 5.432 6.774 7.293

plates. For CCSC plates with b/a = 1,2, they still agree each other, but for plates with 5/a = 0.5,
difference can be found. The difference can also be found in the results for SCFC plates,
especially in those for FCCC plates. Due to the lack of the published information on ortho-
tropic plates with variable thickness, no other suitable references can be used for comparison.
But comparing the results of CCCC and FCCC shown in Tables 4 and 5, respectively, it is
inferred Ashour may have lost some of the lower frequency parameters for FCCC
plates. According to the conclusions obtained earlier, the frequencies of FCCC plates should
be lower than those corresponding results of CCCC plates. So the fundamental frequency of
FCCC plate with o = 0.4 and b/a = 0.5 is expected to be lower than 11.132 and his results is
16.429. In order to confirm the accuracy of the present method further, the lower three frequency
parameters are calculated by using the solution obtained by Hearmon [15] for uniform E-glass/
epoxy plates with b/a = 0.5. These results are also shown in Table 4. Although the results
presented in Tables 4 and 5 are not limited to plates with two opposite edges simply supported,
they are still limited to plates with two opposite edges having the same boundary conditions and
the same thickness.

As an application of the present method, the numerical results are presented for the plates
with general boundary conditions. The number of the combination of the boundary condi-
tions is too large to be considered completely, so the numerical results of the lowest six
natural frequency parameter 4 are given only for CCCS, SSSC, SSCC and FFCF plates with
taper ratios o = 0.0,0.4,0.8 and aspect ratios b/a =0.5,1.0,2.0. These results are shown in
Table 6.

6.2. Variable thickness in two directions

As another application of the present method, the numerical results are given for the plates with
linearly variable thickness in two directions. Table 7 presents the results for the plates with six
kinds of boundary conditions and four kinds of thickness variation. The lowest two frequency
parameters versus the aspect ratio are shown in Fig. 9.

At last, the numerical results are given for plates made of isotropic material (v = 0.3),
graphite—epoxy material (E,/E, =40.0,G12/E, =0.5,vi2 = 0.25) and glass—epoxy (E|/E) =
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Table 7
Natural frequency parameter A for orthotropic plates with variable thickness in two directions

Mode sequence number

B.C. o p Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th
CCCC —0.5 —0.5 4.955 6.548 7.440 8.502 8.533 9.989
-0.5 0.5 6.453 8.510 9.748 11.070 11.056 13.031
0.5 —0.5 6.447 8.525 9.671 11.103 11.108 12.993
0.5 0.5 8.390 11.076 12.666 14.389 14.418 16.887
SSSC —0.5 —0.5 3.872 5.716 6.252 7.483 7.778 8.786
—0.5 0.5 5.038 7.499 8.015 9.678 10.148 11.433
0.5 —0.5 5.016 7.442 8.115 9.717 10.169 11.423
0.5 0.5 6.536 9.729 10.398 12.580 13.311 14.855
SSSS —0.5 —0.5 3.635 5.335 6.086 7.221 7.358 8.616
—0.5 0.5 4.704 6.937 7.966 9.372 9.536 11.425
0.5 —0.5 4.708 6.933 7.904 9.397 9.590 11.207
0.5 0.5 6.086 9.022 10.350 12.136 12.439 14.858
SCFC —0.5 —0.5 3.431 4.815 5.475 6.730 7.064 7.410
—0.5 0.5 4.467 6.303 6.989 8.628 9.206 9.717
0.5 —0.5 4.831 6.231 7.879 8.771 9.060 10.936
0.5 0.5 6.301 8.084 10.235 11.429 11.849 14.200
CCCS —0.5 —0.5 4.734 6.184 7.258 8.047 8.336 9.706
—0.5 0.5 6.259 8.009 9.720 10.421 10.891 12.629
0.5 —0.5 6.158 8.052 9.444 10.522 10.832 12.613
0.5 0.5 8.137 10.417 12.630 13.605 14.132 16.382
SSCC —0.5 —0.5 4.248 5.959 6.779 7.875 8.015 9.329
—0.5 0.5 5.481 7.795 8.715 10.187 10.412 12.198
0.5 —0.5 5.637 7.653 8.922 10.270 10.274 12.191
0.5 0.5 7.248 9.991 11.475 13.252 13.359 15.785

4.67, G12/E> = 0.5,v = 0.26). CFFF and SSSS plates with variable thickness are considered. In
Table 8, the results of plates with uniform thickness or variable thickness in one direction are also
given and compared with those obtained by Liew et al. [4,16,17] and Lam et al. [18]. These results
are in good agreement.

7. Conclusions

A discrete method is extended for analyzing the free vibration problem of
orthotropic rectangular plates with variable thickness. The characteristic equation of the
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Fig. 9. The natural frequency parameter A versus the aspect ratio for the orthotropic rectangular plates with variable
thickness in two directions. (a) CCCC, (b) SSSC, (c) SSSS, (d) SCFC, (e) CCCS and (f) SSCC.

free vibration is got by using the Green function. The effects of the boundary condi-
tions, aspect ratios and variable thickness in one and two directions on the frequencies
are considered. The results by the present method have been compared with those
previously reported. It shows that the present results have a good convergence and satisfactory
accuracy.
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Table 8

Natural frequency parameter A for isotropic or orthotropic plates with variable thickness
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Mode sequence number

B.C. Material bjla o p References  1st 2nd 3rd 4th Sth 6th
CFFF Isotropic 0.5 0 0 Present 1.898 3.926  4.738 7.083 7.927  9.869
Ref. [4] 1.899 3939 4740  7.107  7.941 9.849
—-04 0 Present 1.955 3.762 4414 6299  7.160  8.366
Ref. [4] 1.955 3772 4416 6315  7.170  8.376
—0.8 0 Present 2.093 3.524  4.009 5256  6.100  6.329
Ref. [4] 2.093 3.530  4.011 5265  6.093  6.350
—0.5 —0.5 Present 1.753 3.278 3.802 5.277 5957  6.841
-0.5 0.5 Present 2229 4176  4.858 6.791 7.727  8.841
0.5 —0.5 Present 1.650  3.608  4.488 6.795  7.601 9.409
0.5 0.5 Present 2.098 4594 5714 8782 9.760 12.181
1.0 0 0 Present 1.908  2.981 4.721 5.335 5.685 7.521
Ref. [16] 1.91 2.99 4.73 534 — —
—0.5 —0.5 Present 1.751 2430  3.633 3.886  4.353 5.477
—0.5 0.5 Present 2236  3.124 4743 5.048 5.567  7.136
0.5 —0.5 Present 1.654  2.747 4378 5210 5438  7.095
0.5 0.5 Present 2.105 3.522 5,659 6730  7.026  9.319
Graphite—epoxy 0.5 —0.5 —0.5 Present 4.118 4.860 7.092 8.428 9.931 10.722
-0.5 0.5 Present 5408  6.120  9.153 11.380 12.611 13.744
0.5 —0.5 Present 4.007 5.001 9.926 10.197 11.906 13.563
0.5 0.5 Present 5160  6.386 12.870 13.486 14914 17.283
1.0 0 0 Present 4716 4938 6.218 8.463 11.320 11.704
Ref. [17] 4717  4.948 6.132  8.486 11.343 11.810
—0.5 —0.5 Present 3.874  4.548 5.001 6.107  7.808 8.035
-0.5 0.5 Present 5.235 5.798 6.355  7.900 10.076 11.121
0.5 —0.5 Present 3.822  4.489 5.828 8.368  9.617 10.945
0.5 0.5 Present 5044 5686  7.506 10.848 13.107 14.261
SSSS  Glass—epoxy 0.5 —-0.5 —0.5 Present 5436  7.883 9493 10.619 11.017 13.206
-0.5 0.5 Present 7.100 10.350 12.492 14.361 14.422 17.420
0.5 —0.5 Present 7.162  10.137 12401 13.987 14.305 16.862
0.5 0.5 Present 9.218 13.212 16.147 18.250 18.317 21.871
1.0 0 0 Present 5.338 7.401 9.573 10.151 10.663 12.431
Ref. [18] 5329 — — — — —
—0.5 —0.5 Present 3.933 5476  6.892  7.403 7913  9.192
-0.5 0.5 Present 5095  7.114  9.075 9.626 10.213  11.949
0.5 —0.5 Present 5.111 7.090 8949  9.659 10.279 11.923
0.5 0.5 Present 6.613 9218 11.778 12.546 13.245 15463
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Appendix A

App =7y, Ap =0, Ap =79, App=73 Aps =0,

Aps = D12y,4 + Doayps + Dagypss  Apr = Di6Ypos + D267,07 + Des?poss
Apg = k(Aaayy + Aasypg), B =0, By =y, Bpy = iy,

Bys =0, Bys =y, Bps = u(Dis)ps + D2y,s + Desype):

By7 = t(D117,4 + D12yys + Digype),  Bys = 1k(Aasy,; + Assyyg),
Coict = 10p3 + uDThryy7, Cpokt = Wiy + DTy s,

Coskt = WDuvyes  Cpart = Diryy7,  Cpskt = WDy pas

Cpokt = —pth(Aaay,g + Ausyyg)s  Comnr = —pk(Aasy,g + Assyyg),

Cpsit = 0, [th] = [ptp]_l7 e =B Pr= uﬂ]j’ P2 = —Nﬁij,

P23 = Biis  Pas = Hﬁ_,j,', P31 = —Mﬁg/a P33 = Hﬁ,jp P3s = Bis  Pas = _HﬁijD-lfi’
pas = Diofy + uDiefy,  paz = Disfy + uDui

Psq = —Mﬁijszia Pse = DZZB:‘;’ + .“DZG.Bjja

P57 = D-26:Bii + :uDDﬁ_/_'/v P63 = —H,Bz_'/lei’

Pes = DasPi + uDesBy,  ps7 = DesBii + D16,

P = —Mﬁij[)iio P16 = Mk/_144/3gja

P77 = :uk/]45ﬂij’ P78 = k(’:l44ﬁii + lif‘-145ﬂjj)a

Pgr = _:uﬁ[jDija Pge = .Uk/_145/3;ja

ps7 = kAssPy,  pgs = k(Aasfy + udsspy).

other p,, = 0.

Appendix B

aioil = azjon = a4io3 = 1,  dsiois = A7i0i5 = dgioic = 1,

baojit = bagjp = bsojz = 1, beojia = brojis = bsojje = 1, b30002 = 0,

8 i J
Apijfa = Z{Z BaAplanors — augra(l = 5] + > BuBplawoya — asya(l — 5p)]

t=1 k=0 =0

i J
+ 3 BaBiComanga(l — Sidy) }

k=0 =0
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8 i J
bpisga = Y 3> BuAplbikoga — bukiga(1 = 0k + > ByBplbiosga — britga(1 — 6]
t=1 k=0 1=0
i
+ Z > BuB i Cpurabuiga(l = 1idy)
=0 /=0
8 i J
Tpij = Z Z BacApdo — G (1 — 0k)] + Z BiBpildor — Gur(1 — )]

t=1 k=0 1=0

i

J
+ § Blk jl ptkl Apluiqujr
k=0 [=0
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