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Abstract

In this paper we studied about the effect of the open crack and a moving mass on the dynamic behavior of a simply
supported pipe conveying fluid. The equation of motion is derived by using Lagrange’s equation and analyzed by
numerical method. The crack section is represented by a local flexibility matrix connecting two undamaged pipe segments.
That is, the crack is modeled as a rotational spring. This matrix defines the relationship between the displacements and
forces across the crack section and is derived by applying fundamental fracture mechanics theory. The influences of the
crack severity ratio, the position ratio of the crack, the moving mass and its velocity, the velocity of fluid, and the coupling
of these factors on the vibration mode, the frequency ratio, and the mid-span displacement of the simply supported pipe
are depicted.
© 2005 Published by Elsevier Ltd.

1. Introduction

The detection and control of damage in mechanical structures are important concerns of engineering
communities. When a structure is subjected to damage its dynamic response is varied due to the change of its
mechanical characteristics. In this framework the interesting issue is the effect of an open crack on the
structural response. And the effect of moving mass on the structures and the machines is an important
problem both in the field of transportation and on the design of machining processes. And the fluid flowing
inside the pipe acts as the concentrated tangential follower force at the tip of the pipe, and exerts a lot of
influences on the dynamic characteristic of a pipe. Therefore, a large number of papers have presented about
the dynamic behavior of fluid-conveying pipes since the early 1960s. The transfer of energy between the
flowing fluid and the pipe was discussed by Benjamin [1]. The problem of flutter induced by a pure rocket
thrust, which has applications to missiles, spacecraft and space structure, is also closely related [2]. Lee [3]
studied the dynamic response of a clamped—clamped beam acted upon by a moving mass. He analyzed the
problem of the moving mass separating from the beam by monitoring the contact forces between them. A lot
of studies about the dynamic behavior of a beam structure under moving load and moving mass were reported
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Nomenclature qn deflection of pipe
t thickness of pipe

a. depth of crack T kinetic energy of fluid in pipe
A cross-sectional area of pipe T, kinetic energy of moving mass
b half-length of crack T, kinetic energy of pipe
C flexibility matrix u velocity of fluid
d, deflection of pipe, dimensionless U velocity of fluid, dimensionless
E Young’s modulus v velocity of moving mass
I second moment of area of the pipe cross- v, potential energy of pipe

section /8 work done by conservative part of
J strain energy density function applied forces by fluid velocity
k number of segment due to crack W work done by non-conservative part of
K; stress intensity factor (fracture mode I) applied forces by fluid velocity
Kg rotating spring coefficient X crack location
L length of pipe Vp Poisson’s ratio
L, Lagrangian 0 half-angle of crack
m mass per unit length of pipe o* half-angle of crack, dimensionless
my fluid mass per unit length of pipe K shearing coefficient of cross-section of
m,, moving mass pipe
My fluid mass per unit length of pipe, 14 distance measured along pipe, dimen-

dimensionless sionless
M,, moving mass, dimensionless ¢, crack location, dimensionless
n number of generalized coordinates

[4-6]. Recently, Mahmoud and Abou Zaid [7] used an equivalent static load approach to determine the stress
intensity factors for a single- or double-edge crack in a beam subjected to a moving load. Chondros and
Dimarogonas [8—10] studied the effect of the crack depth on the dynamic behavior of a cantilevered beam.
They showed that the increase of the crack depth reduces the natural frequency of the beam. Also, they used
energy method and a continuous cracked beam theory for analyzing the transverse vibration of cracked
beams. Ostachowicz and Krawczuk [11] investigated the influence of the position and the depth of two open
cracks upon the fundamental frequency of the natural flexural vibrations of a cantilever beam. To model the
effect of the local stress in the crack, they introduced two different functions according to the symmetry of the
crack. The dynamic characteristics of a cracked rotor supported on AMBs are studied; the effect of using
optimal controller parameters on the dynamics of the active cracked rotor and the effects of crack on the
control system are analyzed [12]. An equation of bending motion for Euler—Bernoulli beam containing pairs of
symmetrical open cracks was derived by Christides and Barr [13]. The cracks were considered to be normal to
the beam’s neutral axis and symmetrical about the plane of bending. Dado and Abuzeid [14] studied the
modeling and analysis algorithm for cracked Euler—Bernoulli beams by considering the coupling between the
bending and axial modes of vibration. This algorithm is applied to the analysis of the vibration behavior of the
cracked beam and particularly the natural frequency and mode shapes under the effect of added mass and
rotary inertia at the free end. Liu et al. [15] examined the suitability of using coupled responses to detect
damage in thin-walled tubular structures. By coupled response they referred to the ability of a structural
member with a circumferential crack to experience composite vibration modes (axial and bending) when
excited purely laterally. Zheng and Fan [16,17] studied the stability of a cracked Timoshenko beam column by
modified Fourier series. Also, they present simple tools for the vibration and stability analysis of cracked
hollow-sectional beams. Maiti et al. [18] have shown the results of study on crack detection in pipes filled with
field by the theory analysis and the experiment. Recently, reviews on vibration of cracked structures were
reported by Wauer [19] and Dimarogonas [20], and many studies investigated the dynamic response of a beam
structure with a crack [21-30].
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In this study, the crack effects on the dynamic behavior of the cracked pipe conveying fluid with the moving
mass are investigated. That is, the influences of a crack, position of a crack and the velocity of the moving
mass have been studied on the dynamic behavior of a simply supported pipe conveying fluid system. In
addition, the influences of a fluid flow have studied on the dynamic characteristics of a cracked simply
supported pipe with the moving mass. The simply supported pipe conveying fluid has a circular hollow cross-
section. The crack is assumed to be always open during vibrations. The crack compliance is modeled by using
the strain energy release rate relation.

2. Theory and formulations

The system with a moving mass on the cracked simply supported pipe conveying fluid is shown in Fig. 1,
where m,, is a moving mass, v is the velocity of the moving mass, u is the velocity of fluid flow, L is the total
length of the pipe, and x. is the position of the crack from the left-hand support. Fig. 2 shows a circular hollow
cross-section of the cracked section. 6. and 2b are the crack depth(severity) and the length of a crack,
respectively. Two equations of motion are derived for the two parts of the pipe located on the left and on the
right of the cracked section. Fig. 3 represents the modeling of the cracked element. A local flexibility matrix
connecting two undamaged pipe segments represents the crack section.

2.1. Energy of the pipe and moving mass

By using the assumed mode method, the transverse displacement y(x, ) of a cracked simply supported pipe
can be assumed to be as

u
Y050 =Y d,(0)g,(0), (1

n=1

where ¢,(?) are generalized coordinates which is time dependent, p is the total number of the generalized
coordinates, and ¢,(x) are spatial mode functions of a simply supported beam missing the fluid and a moving
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Fig. 1. Geometry of the cracked simply supported pipe with a moving mass.

Fig. 2. Cross-section of the cracked pipe.
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Fig. 3. Modeling of the cracked element.

mass. In Fig. 1 the energy of the cracked pipe can be written as
& ¢ by 2
=1 Z[m [ g ax q'nm], @

Y

O 03] + K@yl G

In Eq. (3), the quantity

,_dy dy
X X2:0 X X1=X¢
represents the jumps in the rotation. The kinetic energy of the moving mass can be expressed as [6]
1 2 : , .
T =5 Y > APGO 1 (m) + 200,00, (Db by () + (Db (i) + 07}, (5)

n=1 k=1

where (-) denotes the 0/0¢, and (') represents the 0/0x. In addition, m is mass per unit length of the pipe, Ky is
bending stiffness, and EI means bending stiffness coefficient. k is the number of the segments (Fig. 3). Since the
horizontal velocity of the moving mass is v, the horizontal displacement of the moving mass x,, is

Xw = f (1) = /Otvdt O<xu<L). (6)

2.2. Work and energy due to the fluid flow

The kinetic energy of the fluid flow inside the pipe can be expressed as [31]

1 &

Ly
Ty=sm ) [ /0 (0 + 26, () (D0 ()G, (D) + (b G (OF) dixp | (xp = ut, 0<x, <L), (7)
n=1 k=1

where mis the fluid mass per unit length of a pipe. The work of a follower force due to the fluid discharge is
divided into two kinds of work, one is the work done by conservative force component, and the other is the
work done by non-conservative force component. The work W, due to the conservative component of a
tangential follower force is

Ly

u 2
We=3 223 | mttiuing, o) d. ®)
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The work W ,. due to the non-conservative component of a follower force is

u
SWoe ==Y me{ro(L)n(L)}q,()3q, (1) = 0. ©)

n=1

2.3. Boundary conditions

The boundary conditions of a cracked simply supported pipe are

2
forx=0, ¢,(0)=0 and T _ 0,
" Ox?2
2
L
forx=L, ¢,(L)=0 and % — 0. (10)

The boundary conditions for the transverse deflection, bending moment, shear force and slope at the cracked
section (x = x.) are

Bhp(x)  Fx)  Oh(x) PP

P (Xe) = Pp(xe), ox2 oxz ox3  — oxd
a¢)12(x£‘) _ a¢l1l(xc) — ﬂ az(f)/ﬁ('xc) (1 1)
Ox Ox Krp 0Ox2

2.4. Crack modeling

Consider the bending vibrations of a uniform Euler—Bernoulli beam in the x—y plane, which is assumed to
be a plane of symmetry for any cross-section. The crack is assumed to be always open. The additional strain
energy due to the crack can be considered in the form of a flexibility coefficient expressed in terms of the stress
intensity factor, which can be derived by Castigliano’s theorem in the linear elastic range. Therefore, the local
flexibility in the presence of the width 2b of a crack is defined by [20]

aui/ aZ b a,
/A 12
Ci OP; OPOP; (/—b/o ) da dz)’ (12

where P; is the load in the same direction as the displacement and J(«) is the strain energy density function.
The function is

J0) = 2 (K. (13

where E* = E/(1 — v,%) for the plane strain and v, is Poisson’s ratio. The stress intensity factor for the bending
moment is given by

M
KIM = B V nROCFb(O(’), (14)
nR%1,

where R = (R, + R;)/2 is the mean radius. 0, is the half-angle of the total through-wall crack (the crack
severity will be indicated by 0./% as percentage [15]) and

0 1.5 0 4.24
Fp(0) = 1 + A, |4.5967 (F) +2.6422 <;) ] , (15)

where

R 0.25 R
A, = (0.125 —0.25) for 5<— <10,
Ip Ip

R 0.25 R
A, = (0.4 —— 3.0> for 10<< — <20, (16)
Ip Iy
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where ¢, is the thickness of the pipe. Substituting Eqs. (14)—(16) into Eq. (13), the flexible matrix due to the
crack can be obtained.

2.5. Equation of motion

2.5.1. Dimensionless equation of motion
The equation of motion of the system is obtained by substituting the above work and energy functions into

the Lagrange’s equation.
d (oL, oL,
= — =0 17
dl(aq[> (aql) ’ (i
where L, can be defined as follows:

Li=(T,+Tn+Tr—Vy)+W.+W,. (18)

For simplicity, the following dimensionless parameters are introduced:

X j EI
—_ — = L = L -
C=p g=TE \/EIT LZ\/
U=

My Lk
=2 i = ¢
Mm mL B L EI’ k L H éc L 9
mpuL mmL3 5 q my
=——0, y)=—r70, d==-, M;y=—
b=JmEr™ 7= E T L T
g2 M g KL
n =7 =0L% 2% Ki=—F%r (19)
where 7 is v/L. Therefore, the dimensionless equation of motion is obtained in matrix form as follows:

Md + Cd + Kd = 0, (20)
where (-) denotes the 0/0t and () stands for the 0/0&. The matrices of Eq. (20) can be written respectively as
ohs ey e s 2
=> Z{ /0 bo(&) dE + My /0 bo(Ep) dE + Mm<z>nk(<m)}, (21a)

n=1 k=1
d
2 2
c=3 ;{Mf [ S wiem ag i), C1b)

K

I 2 d
Yy { / (GO de + ﬁ{%wgk(ém)}«ﬁnk(ém) n a{«bnk(ém)w;k(ém)}

n=1 k=1

Liyd d
- y{qs;,k(fm)}z VLU [ L) + b | 0

-U? ; {¢>nk(€f)}2 A&y + Kpl¢)n(& = 0) — ¢, (&1 = éc)}z]- (21¢)

2.5.2. Modal formulation
Eq. (20) can be transformed into the following equation:

MM+ K'n=0. (22)
For the complex modal analysis, it is assumed that n is a harmonic function of 7 expressed as

n=¢"0, (23)
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where 4 is the eigenvalue, and @ is the corresponding mode shape. From the eigenvalues in Egs. (22), (23), the
frequencies can be obtained.

3. Numerical results and discussion

In this study, the dynamic behavior of the cracked simply supported pipe influenced by the moving mass,
the crack severity ratio 0*(= 0/n), and the position ratio of the crack &.(= x./L) are computed by the fourth-
order Runge—Kutta method. To illustrate this response, the pipe of the length 1 m, out-radius R, = 0.1 m, and
in-radius R; = 0.08 m was considered (Young’s modulus = 210 GPa, mass density = 7860 kg/m°).

We have studied the dimensionless mid-span deflection of the simply supported pipe for the first mode of
vibration, and the frequency variations of the cracked simply supported pipe for the first two modes of
vibration. The frequency ratio is defined as

_ w(cracked frequency)
" wo (un-cracked frequency)

24)

Figs. 4-7 represent the dimensionless mid-span deflection for a cracked pipe conveying fluid with a moving
mass due to the crack, a moving mass and fluid, respectively. In figures, the horizontal axis is the position of
the moving mass, and the axis of the ordinates are the dimensionless mid-span deflection (d/|dmax|) of the
cracked pipe.

Fig. 4 shows the dimensionless mid-span deflection for a cracked pipe conveying fluid with M,, = 0.3,
U =0.1, and &, = 0.3. The velocity of moving mass is 1 m/s. When the moving mass velocity and the fluid
velocity are constant, the mid-span deflection of the simply supported pipe is proportion to the crack severity
ratio. As the crack severity ratio is increased, the position of the moving mass that makes the maximum mid-
span deflection of the simply supported pipe is moved to the rear bound of the pipe. In 6* = 0.05, the
maximum mid-span deflection of the pipe occurs at £ = 0.62, a distance from the left-hand support. In
0* = 0.15, the maximum mid-span deflection of the pipe occurs at & = 0.75.

Fig. 5 represents the dimensionless mid-span deflection of a cracked pipe conveying fluid according to the
crack position ratios for v =1m/s, U = 0.1, and 6" = 0.1. These results mean that when the crack is located
at the center its effect is the largest on the mid-span deflection of the cracked simply supported pipe conveying
fluid. Comparing Fig. 4 with Fig. 5, the mid-span deflection of the cracked pipe conveying fluid is more
sensitive to the crack severity ratio than to the position ratio of the crack.

Fig. 6 shows the variation of the mid-span deflection of the cracked pipe conveying fluid with the moving
mass for the four velocities of the fluid. When the velocity of the moving mass is constant, the dimensionless
mid-span deflection of the simply supported pipe is proportional to the velocity of the fluid. The difference of
maximum mid-span deflection of the cracked pipe in the two case of U = 0.5 and 1.5 is about 11.21%.

Mid-span deflection (d/Id,,,!)

-1.0 1 1 1 1
0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
Position of moving mass (&)
Fig. 4. Mid-span deflections of the cracked pipe for: M,, =0.3, U=1.0, v=1m/s, £, =03.----- , 0" =0.05, —A—, 0" =0.10; —o0—,

0* =0.15;, —=—, 0" = 0.20.
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Mid-span deflection (d/ld,,!)

0.0 0.5 1.0
Position of moving mass (€)

Fig. 5. Mid-span deflections of the cracked pipe for: M,, =0.3, 6* =0.1, v=1m/s, U=1.0. ----- , ¢ =01 —0—, (. =0.3; —A—,
& =05 ——, & =08.

1.0

0.5

0.0

Mid-span deflection (d / Idy,a)

1.0+ My =0.3,6 =0.1

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
Position of moving mass (&)

Fig. 6. Mid-span deflections of the cracked pipe for: M,, =0.3, 6* =0.1, v=1m/s, {, =0.3. ——, U =0.0;, —A—, U =0.5; —0—,
U=10, —m—, U=1.5.

0'=01,U=1

Mid-span deflection (d/Ida!)

0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0

Position of moving mass (&)

Fig. 7. Mid-span deflections of the cracked pipe for: U = 1.0, 6* =0.1, v=1m/s, {, =0.3. ——, M,,, = 0; —A—, M,,, = 0.1, —O0—,
M, =03, —a—, M,, =0.5.
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The variation of mid-span deflection of a cracked pipe conveying fluid according to the moving mass is
shown in Fig. 7. In curves the crack severity ratio, the position ratio of the crack and the velocity of the
moving mass are 0.1, 0.3 and 1m/s, respectively. Totally, as the moving mass is increased, the mid-span
deflection of the simply supported pipe conveying fluid is increased. As the moving mass is increased, the
position of the moving mass that appears the maximum mid-span deflection of the simply supported pipe is
gradually moved to the rear bound of the pipe. These are the results by the coupling between the moving mass
and the velocity of the moving mass.

Figs. 8 and 9 present the frequency ratios of a cracked pipe for the first two modes for the variations of
the crack severity ratio and the position ratio of the crack with AM,, = 0.3 and U = 0.1, respectively. The
horizontal axis is the position of the moving mass, the axis of the ordinates are the frequency ratios of the
cracked simply supported pipe conveying fluid with the moving mass. In Fig. 8, the frequency ratios of
the simply supported pipe are in inverse proportion to the crack severity ratio in the first mode of vibration.
Fig. 8(b) shows the frequency ratios of a cracked pipe for the second mode of vibration. In Fig. 9(a), when the
crack position exists in the center of the simply supported pipe conveying fluid, the frequency ratio has the
smallest value. In Fig. 9(b), when the crack position exists in the center of the simply supported pipe conveying
fluid, its frequency ratio is always unit for every position of the moving mass. That is, this system has the same
frequency as the un-cracked pipe. This is the reason that the crack located at the node of the second mode of
vibration. In Fig. 9, every curve shows that the lowest value of frequency ratio appears when the moving mass
moves up on the crack position.

1.02
= - v=1m/s,U=1
v=1m/s,U=1 1.04 |
1.00 _
e} S 0.96
2 0985 i)
g £ 0.88
& 0.96 | )
c c
5 S 0.80
93- 0.94 93-
LC L 0.72
0.92 - crack position
0.64
0.90 1 H 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
(a) Position of moving mass (&) (b) Position of moving mass (£)

Fig. 8. Frequency ratios of the cracked pipe for: U =1.0, M,, =0.1, v=1m/s, £, =0.3. (a) First mode; (b) second mode. ——,
0" =0.05; ——, 6" = 0.08; —o—, 0" =0.12; —a—, 6" = 0.15; —o—, 6* = 0.18.

1.000
1.01
__0.998 .
<) S 1.00
kel i
‘§ 0.996 5
> 2 0.99
C K c
2 0.994 g
g g 0.98
* 0.902 - 208
£,=0.3 o=
v=1m/s,U=1 097 b v=1m/s, U=1
0990 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
(a) Position of moving mass (&) (b) Position of moving mass (&)

Fig. 9. Frequency ratios of the cracked pipe for: U =1.0, M,, = 0.3, v=1m/s, 6* =0.1. (a) First mode; (b) second mode.
(=01, ——, (. =03, %¥—x%, ¢, =05, &—=A, (. =0.6;, b—n, ¢, =0.8.
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Figs. 10 and 11 present the frequency of a cracked pipe conveying fluid with the moving mass according to
the variation of the fluid velocity and the moving mass, respectively. In these figures, the unit of frequency is 1/
(dimensionless time; 7). The crack severity ratio 6* is 0.1, the position ratio of the crack &, is 0.3, and the
velocity of moving mass is 1m/s. Totally, the frequencies of the simply supported pipe are in inverse
proportion to the velocity of fluid in the each modes of vibration. When the position of the moving mass exists
in the center of the simply supported pipe conveying fluid, the difference of frequencies of the cracked pipe in
the two case of U = 0.5 and 1.5 is about 11.3% for the first mode of vibration. In Fig. 11(a), as the moving
mass is increased, the frequency of the simply supported pipe conveying fluid is decreased. When the position
of the moving mass exists in the center of the simply supported pipe conveying fluid, the difference of
frequencies of the cracked pipe in the two case of M,, = 0 (natural frequency) and M, = 0.1 is about 7.21%.
And the difference of frequencies of the cracked pipe in the two case of M,, = 0.1 and 0.3 is about 13.6%.

Fig. 12 shows the natural frequency reduction of the first and second modes of vibration. As shown in the
figure, the reduction in natural frequency is related to the severity ratio and the position ratio of the crack, and
the mode shapes. In this case, it is without the moving mass.

The frequency ratios due to the crack parameters (crack position and crack severity), the fluid velocity and
the moving mass are presented in Table 1. In Table 1, the frequency ratios of the second mode of vibration are
unit. When the crack position ratio is 0.8, the frequency ratio of the cracked pipe with U =1 and M,, = 0.3
has the larger value than the frequency ratio of the un-cracked pipe. The result is the influence of moving mass.

1.45 57

1.40 &
T 1.35 Q
> 130 F =
[$] [S]
c c
S 125} E
o o
o o
T o120} v

115 . .

v=1m/s,0 =0.1 v=1m/s,8 =0.1
110 1 1 1 1 5.0 1 1 1 1
0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0

(a) Position of moving mass (&) (b) Position of moving mass (&)

Fig. 10. Frequency variations of the cracked pipe for: M,, =0.3, 6* =0.1, v =1 m/s, ¢, = 0.3. (a) First mode. ——, U = 0; —0—,
U=0.5 —&—,U=10;, ——, U =1.5; (b) second mode. ——, U =0; —o0—, U =05, ——, U = 1.0, ——, U = 1.5.

6.0
0=01,U=1 Mm=0 : Natural frequency
5.6
S S 52
> >
(8] o
c c
o) S 48
o o
o o
- L ogg
4.0
0.9 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0
(a) Position of moving mass (&) (b) Position of moving mass (&)

Fig. 11. Frequency variations of the cracked pipe for: U = 1.0, 0* = 0.1, v=1m/s, . = 0.3. (a) First mode. ——, M,, =0; —o—,
M, =01, —a&—, M, =03, ——, M,, =0.5; (b) second mode. ——, M,, = 0; —0—, M,, =0.1;, —&—, M, = 0.3; ——, M,, =0.5.
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1.5
1.45
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g 1.35- 5
= 3
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=125 B
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=] o
<115 _ < -
1.05 e MO e e et T 0
[¢] ' e = B
}\\.. —— — 02 04
j it e X 0.6 o
Crack . 908 e 08 avet® 0.8 S
Posit; 0.8 0.8 ack ! et : @
() tion 10710 & (b) 10 1.0
Fig. 12. Variations of natural frequencies with crack position and crack severity: (a) first mode, (b) second mode.
Table 1

Frequency ratios for crack parameters (crack position and crack severity), fluid velocity, and moving mass (v = 1 m/s)

Crack Crack Natural frequency Natural frequency Frequency
position (¢.)  severity (0°) (U =0,M,, =0) (U=10,M,,=0) (U=10,M, =0.3)
First mode Second mode First mode Second mode First mode  Second mode

(&=0.5)7* (€ =025

0.3 0.08 0.9983 0.9973 0.9985 0.9974 0.9984 0.9906
0.12 0.9903 0.9788 0.9919 0.9793 0.9910 0.9452
0.15 0.9745 0.9201 0.9786 0.9213 0.9764 0.8536

0.5 0.08 0.9974 1.000 0.9978 1.000 0.9966 1.000
0.12 0.9852 1.000 0.9877 1.000 0.9816 1.000
0.15 0.9616 1.000 0.9675 1.000 0.9529 1.000

0.8 0.08 0.9999 0.9998 0.9992 0.9974 0.9992 1.002
0.12 0.9946 0.9813 0.9955 0.9819 0.9955 1.009
0.15 0.9857 0.9361 0.9881 0.9374 0.9879 1.004

¢ (position of the moving mass from the left-hand support, x/L).

Fig. 13 makes a comparison between our results and Mahmoud’s results [7] on the studies of the cracked
and un-cracked beam without fluid flow, where the velocity of a moving mass is 50 m/s and the length of the
beam is 50 m. These show that our curves are in good agreement with the Mahmoud’s curves for the mid-span
deflection of the cracked and un-cracked beam. Fig. 14 shows the damping effect of the fluid flow on the mid-
span deflection of the un-cracked pipe with a moving mass, where the velocity of a moving mass is 20 m/s, the
length of the pipe is 10 m, and the velocity of the fluid flow is 10 m/s. The deflection of the pipe unconsidering
the damping effect of the fluid flow [32] is about 9.46% larger than our results. So the damping effect of the
fluid flow is one of the factors that must be considered on the studies of the dynamic behavior of the pipe.

4. Conclusions
In this paper, the influences of the crack severity and moving mass have been studied on the dynamic

behavior of the cracked simply supported pipe conveying fluid by the numerical method. The cracked pipe has
been treated as two undamaged segments connected by a rotational elastic spring at the cracked section. The
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Fig. 14. Mid-span deflection of cracked pipe.

stiffness of the spring depends on the crack severity and the geometry of the cracked section. The main
conclusions are the following.

(1) When the moving mass and the velocity of fluid are constant, the mid-span deflection of the cracked
simply supported pipe is proportional to the crack severity ratio.

(2) The mid-span deflection of the cracked pipe conveying fluid is more sensitive to the crack severity ratio
than to the crack position ratio.

(3) As the moving mass and the fluid velocity are increased, the mid-span deflection of the cracked simply
supported pipe conveying fluid is increased.

(4) When the crack position exists in center of the pipe conveying fluid, its frequency ratio has the smallest
value for the first mode of vibration. At this position of the crack, the frequency ratio is always unit and
independent of the crack severity ratio for the second mode of vibration.

(5) The frequencies of cracked simply supported pipe conveying fluid are in inverse proportion to the fluid
velocity and the moving mass, respectively.

These study results will contribute to the safety test and stability estimation of structures of a cracked pipe
conveying fluid with a moving mass.
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