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Abstract

This paper deals with the analysis and discussion of nonlinear dynamic response of a laminated composite plate subjected
to blast load. Dynamic equations of the plate are derived by the use of the virtual work principle. The geometric nonlinearity
effects are taken into account with the von Karman large deflection theory of thin plates. Approximate solutions for a
simply supported plate are assumed for the space domain. The single term approximation functions are selected by
considering the nonlinear static deformations of plate, which is obtained using finite element method. The Galerkin Method
is used to obtain the nonlinear differential equations in the time domain. The finite difference method is applied to solve the
system of coupled nonlinear equations. The results of approximate-numerical analysis are obtained and compared with the
literature and finite element results. Good agreement is found for the character and frequencies of vibrations.
© 2008 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Composite materials are extensively used in various engineering applications such as space stations,
aircrafts, automobiles and submarines. Thin laminated composite plates are structural components, which
have considerable importance to build the lightweight vehicles. The thin plates easily undergo the large
amplitude vibrations if exposed to time-dependent pulses, such as blast loads occurring from fuel, bomb and
nuclear explosions, gusts and sonic boom pulses.

Several studies related to the effects of air blast loading on the panel structures are investigated in the
literature. Kazanci and Mecitoglu [1] have studied the nonlinear damped vibrations of a laminated composite
plate subjected to blast load. Kazanci et al. [2] have considered in-plane stiffness and inertias in the analytical
solution of the laminated composite plate under blast load. Tanridver and Senocak [3] have performed
analytical-numerical approach on the large deflection analysis of unsymmetrically laminated composite plates.

Librescu et al. [4] have addressed the problem of the dynamic response of sandwich panels exposed to blast
loadings. Nayak et al. [5-8] have investigated the transient response of composite sandwich plates by using
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new finite element formulations. Some of the parametric effects on the transient response of sandwich plates
are investigated in these studies. Tiirkmen and Mecitoglu [9,10] have performed some experimental, analytical
and numerical studies on the nonlinear structural response of laminated composites subjected to blast load.
Librescu and Nosier [11] have investigated the response of laminated composite flat panels to sonic boom and
explosive blast loadings. Wei and Dharani [12] have developed a solution based on the large deflection plate
theory for a laminated glass panel subjected to blast loading. Wei et al. [13] have studied the dynamic response
of a laminated glass subjected to blast loading from a bomb explosion on the ground.

There have been a few studies dealing with the response of simply supported plates subjected to blast load.
The analysis of simply supported orthotropic plates subject to static and dynamic loads was presented by
Dobyns [14] who analyzed the response to pulses of different shapes. Louca and Pan [15] have analyzed the
response of stiffened and unstiffened plates subjected to blast loading by using a single energy-based
formulation. Amabili [16,17] compared theoretical and experimental results for geometrically nonlinear
vibrations of rectangular plates with different boundary conditions. Chandrasekharappa and Srirangarajan [18]
investigated the nonlinear response of elastic plates subjected to blast load for several boundary conditions.

However, only a few studies in the nonlinear response of simply supported laminated composite plates
subjected to blast loading are investigated. Birman and Bert [19] considered the response of simply supported
anti-symmetrically laminated angle-ply plates to explosive blast loading. Chen et al. [20] developed a semi-
analytical finite strip method for the analysis of the nonlinear response to dynamic loading of simply
supported rectangular laminated composite plates. Kazanci and Mecitoglu [21] compared results for nonlinear
dynamic behavior of a laminated composite plate subjected to blast load for different boundary conditions.

Present work includes the analyses of a simply supported laminated composite plate under blast load taking
into account the in-plane stiffness and inertia effects. The geometric nonlinearity effects are taken into account
with the von Karman large deflection theory of thin plates. The equations of motion for the plate are derived
by the use of the virtual work principle. Approximate displacement functions are assumed for the space
domain by considering the nonlinear static deformations obtained using ANSYS software. They are
substituted into the equations of motion and then the Galerkin Method is used to obtain the nonlinear
differential equations in the time domain. The finite difference method is applied to solve the system of
coupled nonlinear equations. The results of approximate-numerical analyses are obtained and compared with
ANSYS software and literature results. Good agreement is found for the character and frequencies of
vibrations.

2. Equations of motion

In this section, a mathematical model for the laminated composite plate subjected to blast load is presented.
The rectangular plate with the length a, the width b, and the thickness #, is depicted in Fig. 1. The Cartesian
axes are used in the derivation.

For the sake of completeness, kinematical relations can be given concisely. The strain—displacement
relations for the von Karman plate can be written as [22]

&y =sg+z;cx (1a)
& = ag + zK,, (1b)
Exp = 82)/ + 2Ky (1c)
where
a1 o™\’
O _ "7 (27
6x_ax+2(6x> (22)
a1 /awd\’
0
_o 1/ow 2
e 6y+2(6y> e
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Sy 6y+6xjL Ox 0y (2¢)
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Fig. 1. Laminated composite plate.
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o*wo
Ky = — a—yz (3b)
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= —2—— 3
xy ox0y (39)

where u, v and w are the displacement components in the x, y and z directions and z is the distance of the
arbitrary point of the plate from the reference surface. ( )° indicates the displacement components of reference
surface. The effective elastic constants are used for defining the constitutive model of the laminated composite.
The constitutive equations can then be expressed as

Ox O On O 2
oy v =[0n On 0O &y C))
Oxy O Ox O Exy
where ¢, ¢, and o, are stress components, Qij’s are the elastic constants for a laminated composite. The
relations between the force and moment resultants and strain components can be derived from the constitutive

relations of laminated composite plate as
N A B][&
M/ |B D ©)
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where A, B and D are the extensional, coupling and bending stiffness matrices, respectively. The coefficients in
the matrices are

Ay = (O — i) (6)
k=1
1, -

By =3 2 (0l i) ()
1<, -

Dy =32 Ok = hi) (®)

If the blast source is distant enough from the plate, the blast pressure can be described in terms of the
Friedlander exponential decay equation [23] as

P(1) = p,(1 = t/ty)e /" ©)
where the negative phase of the blast is included. In this equation, p,, is the peak blast pressure, ¢, is positive
phase duration, and o is waveform parameter.

Using the constitutive equations and the strain—displacement relations in the virtual work and applying the
variational principles, nonlinear dynamic equations of a laminated composite plate can be obtained in terms
of mid-plane displacements as follows:

L11u0+L121)0+L13M/0+N1(w0)+n_1i20—qx =0 (IOa)
L21u0 + L221)0 + L23W0 + NQ(WO) + Wlﬁo —q,= 0 (IOb)
Ly’ + Lypt® + Lygn® + N3(u0, P, wo) + mi® — q.=0 (10c)

where L; and N; denote linear and nonlinear operators, respectively. 77 is the mass of unit area of the mid-
plane. g, g, and ¢. are the load vectors in the axes directions. The explicit expressions of the operators can be
found in Kazanci and Mecitoglu [1].

The boundary conditions are in the following form for a simply supported plate:

uo=UO=WO=0atx=0,aandy=0,b

M,=0atx=0,a

M,=0aty=0,b
and initial conditions are given by

0

W="=w=0,"="=w=0atr=0.

3. Methods of solution

Two methods of solution are applied to the simply supported laminated composite plate under the blast
pressure: finite element solution and approximate-numerical solution.

3.1. Finite element solution

The laminated composite plate is analyzed using ANSYS finite element software. The plate is discretized
using by the eight-node laminated shell elements (SHELL 91), which have geometric nonlinear capability.
Four hundred elements are used for the discretization. Large deformation static analyses and transient
response analyses are performed for the laminated composite plate under the blast. Transient response
analysis is based on the Newmark method.



Z. Kazanci, Z. Mecitoglu | Journal of Sound and Vibration 317 (2008) 883-897 887
3.2. Approximate-numerical solution

The equations of motion given by Eq. (10) can be reduced in time domain by choosing some approximation
functions for displacement field and applying the Galerkin method. The coupled nonlinear equations in the
time domain are solved by using the finite difference method.

The approximation functions are selected so as to satisfy the natural boundary conditions

I J
=33 UiDdy(x.y) (11a)

=1 j=1

L
> Vi) (11b)

1 I=1

||
M=

=
Il

N
> W) L%, ) (11¢)

1 n=1

tuqs

3
Il

The simplest multiterm approximations even results in hundreds of integral terms during the application of
the Galerkin procedure and therefore they are impractical. For this reason, one-term approximation functions
for the displacement components are used in this study. As mentioned by Strang [24], choosing the
approximation functions is a crucial point. It should be most important for the one-term solutions.

The approximation function should closely resemble the first mode of the plate. It can be determined by
considering the results of static large deformation analysis of laminated composite plate under the uniform
pressure load by using ANSYS 10.0 [25] software. The approximation functions are determined by examining
the finite element results obtained from the static large deformation results as follows:

W0 = Uy (1)sin Z”TX Y2y — by (12a)
) 2ny
PO = V()X (x — a)? smT (12b)
w0 = W (0)sin 2 sin = (12¢)
a b

Substituting Eq. (12) into Eq. (10) and then applying the Galerkin method [1], the time-dependent nonlinear
differential equations can be obtained:

a00+a|U+a2V+a3W+a4W2+a5=0 (13a)
boV 4 b1V +byU + bW +bgW?* +bs =0 (13b)
oW+ e W W4+ esW3+caU+cesV 4+ cgUW + VW +cg =0 (13¢c)

where the dot denotes the derivative with respect to time. The coefficients in Eq. (13) are given in the
Appendix. The initial conditions can be expressed as

U@©0)=0, V(0)=0, W(0)=0

U0)y=0, V(0)=0, W(0O)=0

Nonlinear coupled equations of motion are solved by using finite difference method. Therefore we may
arrange Eq. (13) in the matrix format:

MQ +K,Q+KnQ+F=0 (14)
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where Q = { u v w }Tand Q= { v v w }T denote the displacement and acceleration vectors,
respectively. In Eq. (14), M, K; and Ky matrices are

ao 0 0 ay ay az 0 0 Cl4W
M=|0 by 0| K,=1|b b1 b3|,KnL= 0 0 ba W (152a)
0 0 ¢ ¢4 5 C csW e W (ax W+ c3sW?)
and F vector is
F={as bs ¢ }T (15b)
If we replace the 0°Q/0r* term with 0Q/dz in Eq. (14), we can write
oc
Ma—?—i-KQ—i—F:O (16)

where K = K; + Knp. Using the definition of derivation, Eq. (16) can be written as

s n+1 7
M%H{Q”#F:o (17)
Substituting Qn+l = Q"' — Q"/At in Eq. (17) and rearranging it, we obtain
M M.» M
—+K)Q"'=—Q" + "—F 18
<(Az)2 >Q & o

Finally, if the matrices and vector given in Eq. (15) are substituted into Eq. (18), equations of motion are
reduced to

AlUn+l +A2Vn+1+A3Wn+l :A4
Bl U}’H—l +82 V}’H-l +B3 Wl‘H-l — B4

Cl Un-H + C2 VVI-H + C3 Wn-H — C4 (19)
The coefficients in the equations are given in the appendix. From Eq. (19) we obtain the following solutions:
1 D3y — D, wt! E;—E
Ul‘H—l — —[A4 _ A2 Vl’H—l _ A3 W}’H—l], Vn+l — 3 2W , Wn+l — 3 4 (20)
Ay D, Es

Nonlinear terms in Ky are linearized by iterations as explained in Kazanci and Mecitoglu [1]. The method
of linearization can be stated as follows: In the first iteration we used W”, which is known from the previous
step. After the first iteration, W * ! is calculated and used in place of . Iteration continues until convergence
criterion is obtained.

4. Numerical results

First of all, the results from the present paper are validated with literature and ANSYS results. Librescu and
Nosier’s [11] plate, which is labeled ““Structure I, is chosen for comparison. The structure is a three-layered
cross ply (0°/90°/0°) square plate whose mid-layer is two times thicker than the external ones. Ply material
properties used in the analyses are given as E; = 132.4 GPa, E, = 10.8 GPa, G, = 5.6 GPa, p = 1443 kg/m’
and v, = 0.24. The dimensions of the plate are a =2.54m, b = 2.54m and 4 = 0.17m. The analyses are
performed for the uniform blast pressure. The maximum blast pressure p,, is taken to be 3447 kPa for the plate
all the edges simply supported. Other parameters of Friedlander’s exponential decay function given in Eq. (9)
that we choose are « = 2.0 and ¢, = 0.1 s. Comparison of the results for the non-dimensional deflection at the
center of three-layered square plate is shown in Fig. 2. As we can see from the figure, there is a good agreement
among the results obtained for the chosen structure.

After this validation study, a seven-layered fiber-glass fabric with (0°/90°) fiber orientation angle for one
layer is used in the numerical analyses. Ply material properties used in the analyses are taken to be
E, = 24.14GPa, E, = 24.14GPa, Gy, = 3.79 GPa, p = 1800kg/m?® and v;, = 0.11. The dimensions of the
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Fig. 2. Comparison of the non-dimensional deflection response of the center of a three-layered square plate:
______ ANSYS; _..._._._.. Librescu and Nosier [11].

approximate-numerical;

plate are @ = 0.22m, b = 0.22m and 4 = 1.96(10 ) m. The plate is assumed to be simply supported along all
edges. The analyses are performed for the uniform blast pressure. The maximum blast pressure p,,, is taken to
be 28.9 kPa. The other parameters of the Friedlander’s exponential decay function given in Eq. (9) that we
choose are o = 0.35 and ¢, = 0.0018s.

The solution of nonlinear coupled equations given by Eq. (13) is obtained by writing a FORTRAN program
based on the finite difference scheme explained in the previous section. The convergence studies are the goal of
a close proximity numerical solution. Time step convergence studies are conducted on plates subjected to
28.9 kPa peak blast load. It is found that time increment of 0.002 ms is adequate for such a numerical solution.

Fig. 3 shows the non-dimensional displacement and blast pressure variations by time. The strong suction
effects considerably deflect the plate and it vibrates about this deformed shape. The maximum central
deflection of the plate is three times greater than the plate thickness. The fundamental frequency of the
laminated composite plate increases during the suction period due to the in-plane stiffness and geometric
nonlinearities.

Figs. 4 and 5 show the variation of normal strain ¢, versus time at the bottom and top surface center of the
plate, respectively. The variations of normal strain are quite different for the bottom and top surface centers in
the suction period. The reasons for differences can be explained as follows: the normal strain ¢, is a
combination of bending, in-plane, and nonlinear strain terms. It is well known that the values of bending term
are equal at the bottom and top surfaces. If we consider the average deflected shape of the plate in the suction
period as shown in Fig. 3, the sign of strain is positive at the top surface and negative at the bottom surface.
The nonlinear term is always zero and the contribution of in-plane strain is always positive at the plate center.
Therefore the total strain will get a large positive value at the top surface center and a small positive or
negative value at the bottom surface center in the suction period. Furthermore, if the plate moves from the
average deflected position in the suction direction, the plate deflection will increase and all the three terms of
strain will become larger and vice versa. The contribution of the in-plane strain can be greater than that of
bending strain after a certain level of plate deflection.

As can be seen from the approximate-numerical results in Figs. 4 and 5, there is a minimum bounding strain
value in the strain—time histories due to the nonlinear action of the laminated composite plate and the normal
strain on the top surface center is more critical than that of the bottom surface center with respect to failure.

Time histories of normal strain in the x direction at different points of the plate’s top surface are shown in
Fig. 6. The maximum normal strain occurs at the center of the plate. The normal strain ¢, at the plate edge
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(x = 0) is always positive but the strains at the quarter and half-span can take small negative values during the
oscillation. The time history character of the strain at the plate edge shows a considerable difference from the
others during the free vibration phase of oscillation.

Fig. 7 shows that the time histories of dimensionless central deflections at the center of plates which have
different aspect ratios. The results are obtained for the aspect ratios of 1.00, 0.75, 0.50 and 0.25 by keeping the
plate area constant. A comparison of strain (&,) time history results for the plates, which have different aspect
ratios is also shown in Figs. 8 and 9 for the center of bottom and top surfaces, respectively. The analyses are
performed for the seven-layered fiber-glass fabric that has [0°/90°] fiber orientation. The deflection amplitude
increases and the frequency of vibration decreases while the aspect ratio of plate increases, seen in Fig. 7. On
the other hand, while the aspect ratio of the plate decreases, the minimum bounding value of &, increases for
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the bottom surface center, as shown in Fig. 8. Although the peak value of strain increases with decrease in
aspect ratio for the bottom surface center, the peak value of the strain at the top center takes a maximum value
for the aspect ratio 0.5. The frequency of the strain oscillation increases with the decrease in aspect ratio as
expected. Minimum peak strains for the both surfaces occur for the aspect ratio 1, i.e. square plate.

For the different layer numbers, the time histories of dimensionless central deflections at the center of plate
are shown in Fig. 10. The displacement amplitudes of plates decrease while the plate layer number, and so the
plate thickness, increases. Higher plate deflections due to the suction are observed for the thin plates as
expected. If only the plate bending stiffness is considered, it is anticipated that the amplitude of vibration
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Fig. 8. Comparison of the strain—time histories for different aspect ratios at the center of bottom surface: alb=1.00; ______
alb=0.75 ... _._._._ alb = 0.50; -eeeeeeene alb =0.25.

should exhibit a much greater increase with the decreasing layer number. However, increase in the in-plane
stiffness and nonlinear actions with the increasing plate deflection plays a role in reducing the plate deflection.
The vibration frequency of the plates increases with the layer number. The strain-time history results at the
centers of bottom and top surfaces are shown in Figs. 11 and 12, respectively. As seen from Fig. 11, the
absolute value of minimum bounding strain raises with the increasing layer number. On the other hand
the peak value of the strain decrease with the increasing layer number as shown in Figs. 11 and 12. These
results can be explained as follows: The relative effects of geometric nonlinearity decrease with the layer
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Fig. 10. Effect of layer number on deflection time history:

number, since the ratio of maximum deflection to the plate thickness decreases with the increasing layer
number. As a result, the relative contribution of the bending strain term increases in comparison to the in-
plane and nonlinear strain terms. Therefore, while the layer number increases the minimum bounding value of
strain increases and the expected decrease in strain does not occur as observed in the linear behavior.

Different fiber orientations for the simply supported plate are considered in this study but any significant
effect of the fiber orientation on the dynamic behavior is not found.
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Fig. 12. Effect of layer number on the strain—time history at the center of top surface:

5. Conclusions

In this study, the equations of motion of the laminated composite rectangular plates under blast load are
derived in the frame of the von Karman large deflection theory of thin plates. The Galerkin method is used to
obtain a set of the nonlinear differential equations in the time domain. The finite difference method is applied
to solve the system of coupled nonlinear equations. The approximate-numerical results are compared with the
literature and ANSYS finite element results. Good agreement is found for the character and frequencies of
vibrations.

A parametric study is conducted, considering the effects of aspect ratio, fiber orientation and layer number.
While the aspect ratio of the plate increases, the amplitude of the normal strain variation decreases, and the
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corresponding frequency increases. The fiber orientations have negligible effect on the vibration
characteristics, since the plates are laminated from the fabric with (0°/90°) fiber orientation angle for one layer.

The aspect ratio decrease results in a decrease of vibration amplitude and an increase of vibration frequency.
The layer number increase causes lower amplitudes of vibration as expected. However, vibration frequency
decreases while the layer number increases, unexpectedly. If the larger deflections as a result of thinner plate
are considered, it can be deduced that the nonlinear and in-plane stiffness effects will increase in the case of
thinner plate and it can result in a higher vibration frequency than that of the thicker plate. The peak values of
the strain decrease with increasing layer number.

Other boundary conditions can be analyzed using the same method. The effect of the blast pressure
character on the dynamic behavior can be investigated. The sandwich plates with laminated face sheets can be
analyzed by using the same method. Future studies may be devoted on these subjects.
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Appendix

Coefficients in the time-dependent nonlinear differential equations:

_ ab’ g _3a2A66b7+A11b9n2
1260 0 T 315a

o

9a*b*(A1> + Aes) . 166> (b* By1 + a*(Bia + 2Bes))(—12 + 11%)
=" 3 =

@ 76 ’ 34273
. b3 (A11b*(45 + %) 4+ a2(90Ags — A1(—45 + %))
4= 240a2 7
as = 0
b — 9a°b - . 3a7b2A66 + 09A227T2
"= 120 " 'T 315h
5 9a*b* (A1 + Ass) pe _ 16°@ By + b*(Bi + 2Bge))(—12 + 11%)
D= > 3=

6 RS

_ @’(And’(45 + %) + b’ (9046 — A12(—45 + 7))

b
N 2400%n

bs=0

_ (b*D11 + a* Dy + 2a°H* (D12 + 2Dgq))*
4a3b*

c) =

abn’zc
4,1

o 8B — Bgo)1? - (9a* Ay + 2a*(3A 1 + 4Ag)b* + 94, b*)n*
SV R 128435°

_ (166°(4b* Byy + @*(Bia + 2Bee)))(—12 + %) _ (16a*(4a> Byy + b*(B1a + 2Bee)))(— 12 4 7%)
N 3a2n3 » 6= 30203
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. 36°(A12 + Ags) N A11((b°/60) + (3b° /4  Apa(b° /60 + 3b° J4n*)n?
6 = -

4n 242 2b*
3a*(A1n + Ags) | An((a’/60) + (3a® /4N A1n((a’ /60) + (3d /4n*))n
c7 = + —
4n 2b> 2a?
4ab
G“=""nt

Coefficients in the finite difference equations:

do do

a() N
Al=—=+a, Ar=a, As=a;+aW" Az=—U + U" — as,
1 (A1 1 2 2 3 3+ a4 4= A 5
bO bO . bo
B = B, = B = n Bs = — n__
1 =by, B (At)2+bl’ 3=Dby+bsW", By AII/ +(AZ)2V bs,

C1=C4+66Wn, Cr=c54+ 7 W", C3=(Ac—?)2+cl+CQWn+C3(Wn)2,

o . Co
Cy=—W" w”"
4 Al +(Al)2 + cg
BiA B4 B4
Di=B—-—22 Dy=By——2  Dy=B -2,

1 A 1
CA4 CA C 4 E\D E\D
E\=C——, E=C-—", E=C-——, E=—7= E=EK-—7
1 1 1 1
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