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1. Introduction

Fig. 1(a) illustrates two thin-walled box beams connected through an angled joint. Beam-based analysis for such a
system has attracted the interest of many researchers for various reasons. For example, in a very initial stage of automobile
body design, a simplified body-in-white (BIW) model consisting of beam and plate/shell elements is preferred (see, e.g.,
[1-4]). However, it is impossible to predict the vibration characteristics of a BIW accurately if a system of thin-walled
closed pillars and rails is modeled only by conventional six-degree of freedom beams. Because conventional beam theories
cannot account for cross-section deformations occurring especially near an angled joint, they predict too stiff structural
beam behavior. Consequently, the predicted eigenfrequencies by the conventional theories tend to be considerably higher
than the actual values and some eigenmodes are even missing. Therefore, the so-called joint springs, artificial elements,
have been introduced between beams meeting at angled joints to account for joint effects. There are a number of
investigations to estimate the spring stiffness [5-8], but it is impossible to correctly predict the flexibility effect of angled
joints uniformly valid for a range of frequencies. In other words, one can estimate the spring stiffness that matches one or
two eigenfrequencies, not all eigenfrequencies of interest.

The main objective of this investigation is to carry out the vibration analysis of piecewise straight thin-walled box
beams connected at a finite number of angled joints only by a beam theory without using artificial joint springs. To this
end, a higher-order beam theory having more dof than the Timoshenko beam theory is employed. A higher-order beam
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Fig. 1. (a) Thin-walled box beams connected at an angled joint and (b) a joint model consistent with a higher-order beam theory.

theory should include dof capable of representing cross-sectional deformations of warping and distortion. Earlier, the
sectional shape functions corresponding to warping and distortional dof were derived for quadrilateral closed cross-
sections [9] and for generally-shaped closed cross-sections [10]. The resulting one-dimensional vibration analysis taking
the warping and distortional dof into account was shown to give favorable results for straight beams without a joint. The
theory was also applied for the vibration analysis of a box beam T-joint [11]. The predicted eigenfrequencies by Kim et al.
[11] were quite accurate, but this method still needed a special element contracted from a detailed shell model.
Consequently, no existing paper seems to have conducted the vibration analysis of thin-walled closed beams without
special joint elements.

If no special joint element is to be introduced, the dof of two adjacent beams meeting at an angled joint must be directly
connected. In this case, the issue is how to impose the interface relation at the joint. The main difficulty appears when
warping and distortional dof are to be matched; unlike bending or torsional dof having nonzero force resultants, warping
and distortional dof have self-equilibrated force resultants. Therefore, the warping and distortional dof of two adjacent box
beams cannot be matched simply by considering the vector calculus of their force resultants. Recently, Jang et al. [12] and
Jang and Kim [13] have suggested joint interface relations for the warping and distortional dof by minimizing the difference
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between the three-dimensional displacements of two adjacent beams at an imaginary common interface section of the
angled joint. This section is denoted by Joint Section ] in Fig. 1(b). However, no procedure for vibration analysis was
presented in their works.

In this investigation, the sectional deformation shapes and interfacing conditions given by Jang et al. [12] and Jang and
Kim [13] are employed to establish the vibration analysis of thin-walled closed box beams connected at an arbitrary angle.
We will consider not only in-plane but also out-of-plane vibrations. When thin-walled box beams are connected in the
same plane, the two types of vibrations are decoupled. Therefore, the kinetic energy and the strain energy of a beam system
connected at a joint can be decomposed into in-plane and out-of-plane parts, respectively. Therefore, the mass and stiffness
matrices of the beam system can be expressed separately for in-plane and out-of-plane deformations. This means that the
interface relations at Joint Section ] are also decoupled between in-plane and out-of-plane cases. Because the higher-order
thin-walled beam elements are connected through the interface condition, there is no need to use artificial joints. The joint
flexibility should be properly represented if the interface conditions are correct.

In Section 2, a higher-order beam theory for a straight thin-walled box beam under in-plane and out-of-plane bending
deformations is presented along with its finite element formulation. In particular, the explicit forms of mass and stiffness
matrices for linear higher-order beam elements are derived. Section 3 gives the interface relations at an angled joint
between all field variables at Section A and those at Section B in Fig. 1(b) by setting up a minimization problem for the
three-dimensional displacements on Joint Section ]. To verify the validity of the developed joint element-less beam analysis
for thin-walled box beams connected at angled joints, several numerical examples are considered. The predicted results by
the developed approach are compared with those obtained by the Timoshenko beam elements as well as those by detailed
shell elements. Concluding remarks are given in Section 5.

2. 10-DOF straight thin-walled beam theory and finite element implementation

In this section, the one-dimensional higher-order theory [12,13] for a rectangular thin-walled straight beam will
be presented and a finite element implementation based on the theory will be developed. Figs. 2 and 3 illustrate the
displacements of a box beam cross-section corresponding to 10 kinematic variables to be used for the higher-order beam
analysis. Five variables describing in-plane deformations are U (extension), V! (in-plane bending deflection), [f’ (in-plane
bending/shear rotation), W' (in-plane bending warping), and y/ (in-plane bending distortion). Five variables describing
out-of-plane deformations are VO (out-of-plane bending deflection), ﬁo (out-of-plane bending/shear rotation), 6 (torsional
rotation), WO (torsional warping), and y© (torsional distortion). Among these 10 variables, U, V', ,B’ VO, BO, and 0 represent
rigid-body displacements/rotations of a box beam cross-section while (W! and W©°) and (! and x°) represent non-rigid-
body displacements of a cross-section. Note that out-of-plane bending warping and out-of-plane bending distortion are not
considered because those deformations are higher energy modes. The sectional displacement patterns will be denoted by
Y’s of which the explicit forms are given in Appendix A along with Eqgs. (2) and (3).

Because in-plane and out-of-plane displacements can be decoupled in straight box beams, the three-dimensional
displacements of the centerline of the cross-section can be written as the sum of the two parts:

un(s,2) = ul(s,2) + ul(s, 2), (1a)
us(s, z) = ks, 2) + u9Gs, 2), (1b)
uz(s,2) = ul(s, 2) + u2s, 2), (1¢)

where n and s denote the normal and tangential coordinates along the centerline of the cross-section, respectively, and z is
the axial coordinate (see Fig. 4). In Egs. (1), uk(s,z) and u9(s,z) (x = n,s,z) refer to displacements in the direction of
o induced by in-plane and out-of-plane deformations, respectively. They are given as

uh(s.2) = YR OU@ + YNV @) + v '@ + v oW @) + v )7 @), (2a)
uls.2) = Y SU@ + ¥ V@ + Wl o @ + v oW @) + o7 @. (2b)
ul(s.2) =YY ©U@ + ¥ Vi@ + vl 98 @ + v oW @) + ¥ 97 @, (20)
and
u9(s,2) = Y5 )VO(2) + ()82 2) + ¥ l()0@2) + Yo (WO (2) + ¥ Z(5)10(2), (3a)
u2(s.2) = Y{°VO@) + YL 9)8°@ + ¥ ()0 + Y WO + L)1), (3b)

ud(s,2) = Y 5)VO@) + ¥E5)°@) + ¥l (9)0(2) + Y (sHWO(2) + Y £°(5)7° (2. (30)
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Fig. 2. Sectional displacement/deformation patterns corresponding to one-dimensional displacement measures needed to describe in-plane bending
deformation of Section A in Fig. 1(b): (a) extension, (b) in-plane bending deflection, (c) in-plane bending/shear rotation, (d) in-plane bending warping, and
(e) in-plane bending distortion.
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Fig. 3. Sectional displacement/deformation patterns corresponding to one-dimensional displacement measures needed to describe out-of-plane bending
deformation of Section A in Fig. 1(b): (a) out-of-plane bending deflection, (b) out-of-plane bending/shear rotation, (c) torsional rotation, (d) torsional

warping, and (e) torsional distortion.
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Beam A n,

Fig. 4. Coordinates of a thin-walled box beam.

The sectional displacement patterns or the cross-section shape functions y(s)’s are illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3. By using
Egs. (1)-(3), the three-dimensional displacements of a generic point on the cross-section can be determined:

fin(n,s,2) = ul(s,2) + u9(s.2), (4a)

fis(n,s,z) = ul(s,z) + u9(s,z) — n—">>" l//” ©) 7@ - ndw” ©) @), (4b)

iz(n,s,z) = uz(s 2) + uy 9(s, 2). (40)

Using Eqgs. (4), strains (&ss, &z, €2z) can be calculated as

2.y 2.0
ess(1,8,2) = — nd w (s) 7@ - nd lggz(s)xo(zm (5a)
0]
266(1,5,2) = dlp(izs(s) U@) + dlpz () ﬂl(z)_’_d‘pz (5) WI(Z)
vl d%’(s) d7'@
+¢5() dz -n ds dz

Wo 0
+ M o)+ M WO@) + () dv =

do d 0 dy£°(s)d 0
o) |y 0D ,{dZ(Z), (5b)
tran.5.2) = 9V 902 4yl Dy g WD
+wz°(s>dﬁ Dy )dW @ (50)

where vanishing i terms and derivatives are omitted. Strain components not listed above are assumed to be zero. It is now
straightforward to calculate stresses (dss, 0sz, 6zz) from the standard constitutive relations:

E E
3 VEzz), Ozz = 3 VEss), Osz = 2Gégs, 6
1 _v2(55+ 22) p74 1—\)2( 2z + Véss) sz zs (6)

where E, G and v denote Young's modulus, the shear modulus, and Poisson’s ratio of the beam, respectively.

Hamilton’s principle [14] will be employed for the derivation of the finite element system equation. The Lagrangian
functional of a straight thin-walled box beam (z; <z<z;) is defined as

L=T-11=2 7 [ piviidadz— L [ [ 6:c:dAd 7
=T-— _i./21 ./Apu,-u,» z—z/z1 (/Aaijﬁij z, (7)

Oss =
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where p is a material density and () denotes time derivative. In Eq. (7), T and IT are the kinetic energy and the potential
energy of the system, respectively, which can be decomposed as

T=T'+T° and =1 +1°, (8)

where T' and V' are energies induced only by in-plane bending deformation while T° and V°, by out-of-plane bending
deformation. Coupling terms between in- and out-of-plane deformations do not appear. This decoupling can be proven by
showing the following orthogonality relations between the shape functions of the in-plane (1//1) and out-of-plane (wo)
deformations:

/ W0 da=o, (9a)
JA
dy! o ogdy? o rdyldy®
Arad d*‘—,/A‘” o W= ds ds A=0 (9b)
dZwXIleJ/XO
|4 ds? dA=0. (9¢)

The dynamic solution for a thin-walled beam system minimizes the Lagrangian functional during specified time interval
t; and t; [14]:

s [Prde—s [° 1/'22 i1 dAd 1/22 / dAdz|dr
= = it;ii; dAdz — = ojig; dAdz
t 6t |2/ [ PHiY 2z JaTVY

)1 (2 Il :0:0 1 & I 0.0
:‘S/t1 {2/21 /A(puiuierui Ui)dl‘\dlfi/z1 A(aﬁaﬁ+ayay)Mdz dt=0. (10)

In Eq. (10), the Lagrangian functional is split into in-plane terms and out-of-plane terms by use of Eq. (8). Integration-by-
parts of Eq. (10) leads to

b t o gsl =0 2 e 0,0
b/ Ldt:/ —/ /(péuiu,-+p()ui i )dAdz—/ /(ési-ai~+58,~-0i-)dAdZ dt=0. (11)
. 3 o o Ja O ij ij

To discretize Eq. (11), the field variables are interpolated with a linear shape function matrix and a nodal displacement
vector as

U@) = (U@, 0@ = (U, V!, gL, W, 1), (vO, °,0,WO, ;OnT = IN'(2), Ny’ d%). (12)
Using Eq. (12), three-dimensional displacements in Eqgs. (4) can be written as
it
W’ ={ i\ =¥Pn,sUP@z) (p=1Ior0), (13)
nD
uz

where cross-section shape function matrices ¥P(n,s) are

o ¥y o0 o A
il
Y=10 ¢y 0 o0 —ndfs” , (14a)

S

WU 0 vie
, %0
A R o (14b)
0 Y 0y 0

where cross-section shape functions with zero values are not denoted. Using Eqgs. (13) and (14), strains in Eqgs. (5) can be
expressed as

D
Ess
eP = { 2¢8, L —LPNPA? =BPd” (p =1Ior0), (15)
P
5774
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where the linear operator matrices are given as

2yl
0 0 0 0 - ddlsﬁz
U | dvd ud dgl dy o dyfd (16a)
ds Sdz ds ds ds dz
vd prd
125 az 0y az v ()dz 0
d?yl°
0 0 0 0 —n dsZ”
L0 = | yvo d dyf° pod dy " g4 p dyf° d | (16b)
S dz ds Sdz ds S dz ds dz
po d wo d
0 lpZ dz O z dz O

Substituting Eqs. (13)—(16) into Eq. (11) gives

5 [P Lde— / [—6d)T™d' — 6d%™Od° — (5d"\TK!d' — (5d°)TKOdO] dt = 0, (17)
t
where stiffness matrices KP and mass matrices MP are
1
MP:/ /(NP)T(‘l’p)Tp‘l’pr[ﬂdAdf (=1Ior0) (18)
J-1.JA
1 ,
K :/ /(BP)TEBPU|dAd£ (p=1Ior0) (19)
—1.JA
with
E; 0 0
E=|0 G 0], (20)
0 0 E

In the above, E; = E/(1 — v2) and the Jacobian |J] is the half of the element length. In Appendix A, explicit forms of KP and
MP are listed.
The final forms of the system equation from Eq. (17) for modal analysis can be written as

Kkrd” = w*MPd’  (p=1or0), (21)

where @’ = dP el®t (w: angular frequency).

3. Joint interface conditions

If two box beams meet at an angled joint in the same plane as depicted in Fig. 1, no coupling between in-plane and out-of-
plane deformations occurs due to the angled joint connection. In this case, the joint interface condition derived for static
problems [12,13] can be used for the present dynamic problems to match field variables of Beam A and Beam B in Fig. 1 at an
angled joint. Fig. 1(b) illustrates a top view of the joint model employed here. Two straight beams are assumed to meet at an
angle of 2¢ sharing the edge ®/. For the field variables (U, %8 ﬂl s VO, ﬁo, 6) having no cross-sectional deformation, the relation
between the variables of Beam A and those of Beam B can be found simply by the standard vector calculus because they are
associated with non-self-equilibrated force resultants. However, it is not possible to use the same procedure for warping and
distortion deformations because the corresponding force resultants are self-equilibrated. Therefore, one may simply assume that

WE=W§ and 8 =8 (p=Ioro). (22)

If Eq. (22) is used, the deformations due to W and y are completely decoupled from cross-sectional deformations resulting from
other field variables such as U, V/, etc.; flexibility due to the existence of an angled joint cannot be accounted for and the resulting
solution will behave almost similarly to that by the Timoshenko beam theory.

A remedy to fix the above-mentioned defect is to minimize the difference between three-dimensional displacements
due to the field variables of Beam A and those of Beam B on an imaginary Joint Section ] in Fig. 1(b). According to Jang et al.
[12] and Jang and Kim [13], the following minimization problem is set up:

Find To, € R> for UL =T,,U} (p=1Ior0) (23a)
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distortion, (c) out-of-plane torsional warping, and (d) out-of-plane torsional distortion.
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minimizing T1(UP, Ub) for any admissible U (or U), (23b)
where
1 e, uB) = /r;j /5, 180 (57, my) — W (571 2 i d, (23¢)
and
U, = (Ug. VL BL.WE 20T (q=AorB), (23d)
U9 = (v9.50.04. W3, 29)T (q=AorB). (23e)

In Eq. (23c), ﬁﬁ] and ﬁgj (p =1 or O) denote three-dimensional displacements on Joint Section ] due to deformations

by Uﬁ at Section A and deformations Ug at Section B, respectively. To express ﬁﬁ and ﬁg , new coordinates n; and s; are
Y i

defined on Joint Section ] (see Fig. 5). By minimizing the difference between three-dimensional displacements on Joint
Section ] in Eq. (23c), the transformation relations Tl’f‘B for in- and out-of-plane field variables can be found. Note that two
sets of decoupled minimization problems are solved for T, and T%.

In making use of Egs. (23), the most important issue is how to evaluate ﬁﬁj and ﬁgj on Joint Section ] from U} and U, the

deformations defined on different sections, Sections A and B. Therefore, physics-based kinematic assumptions used to
relate Uﬁ (or Ug) and the deformations on Joint Section ] must be found. For the field variables (U, V’,ﬂ’) and (Vo,ﬂo,())
associated with sectional rigid-body motions, the transfer relations between field variables on Section A and those on Joint
Section ] are easy to find. By using the vector calculus of rigid-body motions, one can write

u cos¢p —sing O u

VIV —lsing cos¢ 0|V, (24a)
[ [

B )a 0 o 1/l#),

Table 1
Calculated eigenfrequencies of the box beam in Fig. 1 for 2¢) = 30° (unit: Hz).

Mode Dominant mode Shell (ANSYS) Proposed beams Timoshenko beams
1 First in-plane flexure mode 82.72 81.17 (—1.9%) 98.26
2 First out-of-plane rotation mode 209.59 203.25 (—3.0%) 311.95
3 Second in-plane flexure mode 258.74 278.28 (7.6%) 279.76
4 Second out-of-plane rotation mode 410.80 420.72 (2.4%) 637.19
5 Third in-plane flexure mode 417.29 437.99 (5.0%) 496.08
6 Coupled out-of-plane flexure and rotation mode 440.11 461.77 (4.9%) 459.30
7 Coupled out-of-plane distortion and warping mode 500.91 507.48 (1.3%) -

8 Coupled out-of-plane distortion and warping mode 503.78 507.50 (0.7%) -

9 Coupled out-of-plane distortion and warping mode 553.55 555.99 (0.4%) -

10 Coupled out-of-plane distortion and warping mode 615.34 635.26 (3.2%) -
Table 2

Calculated eigenfrequencies of the box beam in Fig. 1 for 2¢) = 60° (unit: Hz).

Mode Dominant mode Shell (ANSYS) Proposed beams Timoshenko beams
1 First in-plane flexure mode 71.85 70.54 (—1.8%) 87.82
2 First out-of-plane rotation mode 228.43 212.93 (—6.8%) 451.46
3 Second in-plane flexure mode 262.82 282.79 (7.6%) 284.29
4 Third in-plane flexure mode 367.00 384.20 (4.7%) 443.70
5 Coupled out-of-plane flexure and rotation mode 408.77 414.66 (1.4%) 454.30
6 Coupled out-of-plane flexure and rotation mode 445.96 464.97 (4.3%) -

7 Second out-of-plane rotation mode 503.57 507.90 (0.9%) 636.50
8 Coupled out-of-plane distortion and warping mode 511.09 516.25 (1.0%) -

9 Coupled out-of-plane distortion and warping mode 554.92 559.37 (0.8%) -

10 Coupled out-of-plane distortion and warping mode 624.23 651.49 (4.4%) -
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VO 1 0 0 VO
8° =|0 cos¢p —sing|{ 05 . (24b)
0 A 0 sin¢ cos ¢ 0 ),

The positive directions of()A] are based on the joint coordinate systems (1}, s, ). For example, in Fig. 5, if UA, >0, the Joint
Section ] moves in the +z; direction, and if qu] >0, the Joint Section ] moves in the +s; direction.

Table 3
Calculated eigenfrequencies of the box beam in Fig. 1 for 2¢p = 90° (unit: Hz).

Mode Dominant mode Shell (ANSYS) Proposed beams Timoshenko beams
1 First in-plane flexure mode 62.68 61.47 (—1.9%) 77.65
2 First out-of-plane rotation mode 234.96 217.03 (—7.6%) 44218
3 Second in-plane flexure mode 271.83 292.88 (7.7%) 294.41
4 Third in-plane flexure mode 342.26 354.93 (3.7%) 410.42
5 Coupled out-of-plane flexure and rotation mode 394.31 402.15 (2.0%) -

6 Coupled out-of-plane flexure and rotation mode 453.98 470.41 (3.6%) -

7 Second out-of-plane rotation mode 503.09 508.98 (1.2%) 531.51
8 Coupled out-of-plane distortion and warping mode 513.97 518.30 (0.8%) -

9 Coupled out-of-plane distortion and warping mode 555.14 560.10 (0.9%) -

10 Coupled out-of-plane distortion and warping mode 625.96 656.09 (4.8%) -

(a) (b)

(©) (d)

Fig. 7. Eigenmode shapes of the thin-walled box beam in Fig. 1 (2¢ = 60°) by the developed higher-order beam analysis: (a) first in-plane flexure, (b) first
out-of-plane torsional rotation, (c) second in-plane flexure, (d) third in-plane flexure, and (e) second out-of-plane torsional rotation.
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In finding the relation between (Wﬁj, xﬁj) and Uﬂ (p = I or 0), we note that no additional elastic strain energy should be

stored in the region between Section A and Joint Section ] if the transfer relation is correct. To satisfy this condition, the
displacements of all points lying on the edges of Joint Section ] are exactly the same as those of their corresponding
points on Section A. This also means that all points lying on the same z4-axis between Section A and Joint Section ] should
have the same displacements. Fig. 6 illustrates the deformation patterns of Joint Section ] by warping and distortion of
Section A based on this kinematic assumption. The comparison of the sectional deformations of Section A in Fig. 2(d, e) and
Fig. 3(d, e) and those in Fig. 6 will clearly demonstrate how the displacements on Joint Section ] occur due to (Wf‘,xﬁ).

The transfer relation between Section A and Joint Section ] equally applies in establishing the transfer relation between
Section B and Joint Section J. One can then immediately see the mismatch in the displacements on Joint Section ] whenever
the joint angle 2¢ is not zero. To minimize the displacement mismatch on Joint Section J, other field variables such as U, V/,
B, VO, p° and 0 should interact with W? and y? (p = I or 0), which results in the coupling among all field variables.

Employing the above kinematic relations, the three-dimensional displacement ﬁfq (p=1or O) on Edge 1 of Joint
Section ] can be written in terms of U} and U as !

e for in-plane deformation

N . I .
1u114]’n](n],s]) = —Uy sin ¢ — V} cos ¢ + Y&y cos ¢ — y VWY sin ¢, (25a)

(b)

©

srsiaces AN

ocT 3 208
11:48:11

Fig. 8. Eigenmode shapes of the thin-walled beam in Fig. 1 (2¢p = 60°) by the ANSYS shell analysis: (a) first in-plane flexure, (b) first out-of-plane torsional
rotation, (c) second in-plane flexure, (d) third in-plane flexure, and (e) second out-of-plane torsional rotation.
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(25b)

(25¢)

(26a)

(26b)

Fig. 9. Distributions of one-dimensional field variables for the second modes in Figs. 6(b) and 7(b) (the angled joint is located at z = 1): (a) V° (out-of-

plane bending deflection), (b)

Fig. 10. A curved thin-walled beam (R = 1000 mm, o = 90°, b = 50 mm, h = 70mm, t = 1 mm, E = 200GPa, and v = 0.3).

0 (torsional rotation), (c) WP (torsional warping), and (d) %°

__—-- Center line

(torsional distortion).
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Table 4
Calculated eigenfrequencies of the curved beam in Fig. 10 (unit: Hz).

Mode Dominant mode Shell (ANSYS) Proposed beams Timoshenko beams
1 First in-plane flexure mode 111.43 117.47 (5.4%) 148.46
2 First out-of-plane rotation mode 239.31 239.00 (—0.1%) 442.41
3 Second out-of-plane rotation mode 261.21 259.52 (—0.6%) 542.46
4 Second in-plane flexure mode 298.55 317.16 (6.2%) 412.87
5 Coupled out-of-plane distortion and warping mode 372.70 369.78 (—0.8%) -
6 Third out-of-plane rotation mode 416.32 415.86 (—0.1%) -
7 Third in-plane flexure mode 508.03 533.19 (5.0%) 796.63
8 Coupled out-of-plane distortion and warping mode 570.39 585.86 (2.7%) -
9 Fourth in-plane flexure mode 647.44 640.37 (—1.1%) -
10 Fifth in-plane flexure mode 700.45 674.28 (—3.7%) -
1&2},2](@,51) = 5B cos ¢ — ;0,4 sin +gs]W2 cos ¢+ y#°xg sin . (26¢)

Because Joint Section J can be regarded as a rotated section of Section A or Section B, its size is assumed to be b x h [13]. For
instance, 1115*],21 in the direction of z; by ,8/14 becomes —b/Zﬁfq as given in Eq. (25c). As seen in Egs. (25a) and (25c),
the axial displacement by warping of Section A induces normal displacement as well as axial displacement on Joint

Section J. Likewise, the normal displacement w,%l ;d‘ of distortion of Section A induces axial and normal displacements on
Joint Section J.
The three-dimensional displacements ﬁﬁ] (p =1 or O) on the other edges are listed in Appendix A. Three-dimensional

I(;lisplacemelnts ﬁg on Section B can be obtained by putting —¢ instead of ¢ in Egs. (25) and (26) and those in Appendix A.
or example,

]ﬂg]’nj(nﬁs]) = Upg sin ¢ — Vg cos ¢ + W%[Xé cos ¢ + ¢¥V’w§3 sin ¢. (27)
Since the three-dimensional displacements on Joint Section ] are expressed in terms of U}, U, UL and UY, the functional
~p
II (p =1or O) representing the difference between displacements of Beam A and Beam B on Joint Section ] can be also

~p
written in terms of these field variables. Considering the minimization of IT with respect to arbitrary configuration of U?,

I

oIl §
ol 0 (Ch=Un,Vh, Bh W} and 1)), (28a)
CA
and
o
0 .
ol 0 ({3 =Vg.B3.0.Wg and Q). (28b)

~p
Because IT in Eq. (23c) is quadratic with respect to the field variables, Eqs. (28) yield linear relations between the field
variables, which can be symbolically written as

ThUR + TRUR =0 (p=1Ior0), (29)

where the components of the coefficient matrices Tﬁ and T‘; consist of nonlinear combinations of section geometric
parameters and the joint angle. The matrices Tfm in Eq. (23a) are given by

T, = —(T)~'Ty (p=Ior0). (30)

In this work, the symbolic expression function of Matlab [15] is used to derive TﬁB'

4. Numerical examples
4.1. A one-angled-joint thin-walled box beam structure

A thin-walled box beam structure having an angled joint of Fig. 1(a) is analyzed. The geometries and material properties
of Beam A and Beam B are length = 1000 mm, b = 50 mm, h = 100 mm, t = 2 mm, E (Young’s modulus) = 200 GPa and v
(Poisson’s ratio) = 0.3. To check solution accuracy, the results by the developed higher-order beam analysis are compared
with those by the shell finite elements of commercial software, ANSYS [16]. The results by the Timoshenko beam theory are
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also presented to see the effect of warping and distortion deformations on the flexibility of the structure. For the analysis,
100 beam elements are used both for the higher-order and Timoshenko beam analyses. Tables 1-3 list the eigenfrequencies
obtained by using the higher-order beam elements, the Timoshenko beam elements, and shell elements for joint angles 2¢
equal to 30°, 60°, and 90°. The mode shapes by the present higher-order beam analysis and those by the shell analysis are
compared in Figs. 7 and 8.

From Table 1, one can see that the fundamental eigenfrequency corresponding to a dominant in-plane flexure mode by
the proposed higher-order beam approach is almost identical to the result by shell elements. In the table, the numbers in

(a) (b)

Fig. 11. Eigenmode shapes of the curved thin-walled beam in Fig. 9 by the proposed higher-order beam analysis: (a) first in-plane flexure, (b) first out-of-
plane torsional rotation, (c) second out-of-plane torsional rotation, (d) second in-plane flexure, and (e) third out-of-plane torsional rotation.
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parentheses denote the relative differences of the present results to those by the shell analysis. On the other hand, the
Timoshenko beam analysis predicts considerably stiff behavior because the effects of cross-sectional deformations are
neglected. Furthermore, the eigenmode sequence from the lowest energy mode to higher modes is incorrectly estimated by
the Timoshenko theory. For instance, the Timoshenko beam analysis incorrectly predicts that the first out-of-plane rotation
mode is a higher energy mode than the second in-plane flexure mode. This is due to the fact that the Timoshenko beam
analysis is incapable of predicting the eigenmodes mainly consisting of cross-sectional deformations (see, e.g., from the
seventh to the tenth modes in Table 1).

Let us examine the detailed mode shapes obtained by the present higher-order beam analysis and the
ANSYS shell analysis. Fig. 7 shows the mode shapes by the present analysis for the case of 2¢ = 60°, which
are virtually identical to those by the shell analysis in Fig. 8. The first out-of-plane torsional rotation mode
shown in Figs. 7(b) and 8(b) exhibits symmetric rotation with respect to the angled joint along two connected beams
while the second out-of-plane torsional rotation mode in Figs. 7(e) and 8(e) exhibits anti-symmetric rotation. The
distribution of the one-dimensional field variables such as V°, 6, W° and y° are plotted as the functions of the axial
coordinate in Fig. 9. It shows that the solutions by the higher-order beam analysis agree well with those by the shell
analysis.

4.2. A curved thin-walled beam

The vibration analysis of a curved thin-walled beam in Fig. 10 is carried out. The beam is modeled by straight thin-
walled box beam elements connected at angled joints. For the finite element discretization, 100 higher-order straight beam
elements are employed, each of which is connected to adjacent elements at the same angle of 2¢ = 0.9°. Earlier, this
problem is solved by using curved higher-order beam elements [17,18].

Table 4 lists the eigenfrequencies by the higher-order beam, Timoshenko beam and shell theories. It is
apparent from Table 4 that the difference between the higher-order beam results and the shell results is marginal. As
was expected, not only the values of the eigenfrequencies but also the mode sequence is incorrectly predicted if the
Timoshenko beam theory neglecting warping and distortion is used. Significant effects of cross-sectional deformations can
be seen in Fig. 11.

600mm

_ Jﬁl
o o
\81.15 81.15/

| 800mm |
| |

§~

642.3mm

Fig. 12. A closed-loop thin-walled box beam structure (b = 50 mm, h = 50 mm, t = 2 mm, E = 200GPa, and v = 0.3).

Table 5
Calculated eigenfrequencies of the closed-loop frame structure in Fig. 11 (unit: Hz).

Mode Dominant mode Shell (ANSYS) Proposed beams Timoshenko beams
1 First out-of-plane flexure and rotation mode 97.18 91.98 (—5.3%) 172.89
2 First in-plane flexure mode 182.12 183.24 (0.6%) 213.89
3 Second out-of-plane flexure and rotation mode 319.56 336.23 (5.2%) 342.96
4 Second in-plane flexure mode 330.11 346.13 (4.9%) 349.92
5 Third out-of-plane flexure and rotation mode 510.60 544.92 (6.7%) 585.38
6 Third in-plane flexure mode 538.71 559.16 (3.8%) 597.96
7 Fourth out-of-plane flexure and rotation mode 588.34 584.32 (—0.7%) 669.10
8 Fifth out-of-plane flexure and rotation mode 592.20 611.52 (3.3%) 823.69
9 Fourth in-plane flexure mode 649.60 663.00 (2.1%) 719.49
10 Fifth in-plane flexure mode 747.47 718.96 (—3.8%) 842.03




G.-W. Jang, Y.Y. Kim / Journal of Sound and Vibration 326 (2009) 647-670

(©)
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Fig. 13. Eigenmode shapes of the thin-walled structure in Fig. 11 by the proposed higher-order beam analysis: (a) first out-of-plane flexure and torsional

rotation, (b) first in-plane flexure, (c) second out-of-plane flexure and torsional rotation, and (d) second in-plane flexure.
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Fig. 14. Distributions of one-dimensional field variables for the first mode in Fig. 12(a): (a) V° (out-of-plane bending deflection), (b) 0 (torsional rotation),
(c) WP (torsional warping), and (d) y° (torsional distortion). The axial coordinate is measured counterclockwise starting from the top right corner of the

structure.
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4.3. A closed-loop thin-walled box beam structure

Fig. 12 illustrates a closed-loop thin-walled structure consisting of four straight thin-walled box beams. This
layout is efficient in supporting out-of-plane directional loads, and thus popularly used in many frame structures
such as the sub-frame of a car. Note that the proposed joint match condition is applicable for joints with acute angles.
Table 5 lists the eigenfrequencies of the structure. Unlike the previous open-loop beam structures, as can be seen in Fig. 13,
eigenmodes involving significant cross-sectional deformations are difficult to appear because there is no open end.
Therefore, most of the fundamental modes can be predicted by the Timoshenko theory. Nevertheless, there are still
serious defects in the prediction by the Timoshenko theory. Most of all, the first eigenfrequency by the Timoshenko theory
is too high; it is almost twice as high as that calculated by the shell or the higher-order beam analysis. This inaccuracy
results from ignorance of cross-sectional deformations due to warping and distortion. As shown in Fig. 14, torsional
warping and distortional deformations cannot be ignored even in the lowest eigenmode. When higher eigenfrequencies
are calculated, the Timoshenko beam theory performs better, but there is a situation where the mode sequence is
incorrectly estimated.

5. Conclusions

The vibration analysis of a thin-walled beam structure having angled joints was carried out by using a higher-order
beam theory. The main contributions of this work are (1) that the beam-based vibration analysis of boxed beams joined at
an angle is accomplished without using artificial joint elements while existing beam-based approaches should employ
special additional joint elements and (2) that the solutions obtained by the developed analysis technique compare
favorably with the solutions by the detailed shell analysis.

Unlike the Timoshenko-kinematics-based beam approach, the present higher-order beam approach calculated the
eigenfrequencies of thin-walled box beam systems only in marginal errors and also predicted the modal order
correctly. Even in thin-walled box beam systems without any open end, the cross-sectional warping and distortional
deformations affected the lowest eigenfrequencies significantly. The effects of the sectional deformations were accurately
modeled in the developed approach. The developed beam analysis required the use of more dof in the higher-order beam
theory than those of the Timoshenko theory and needed an additional joint matching technique, but the complexity was
compensated by solution accuracy. Because the beam-based analysis of complex structures such as a body-in-white
of an automobile plays a critical role in shortening initial design period, the sophistication of the present technique to
handle beams of arbitrarily-shaped cross-sections can be an effective analysis tool for initial body design in automotive
industry.

Acknowledgments

This research was supported by the National Creative Research Initiatives Program (Korea Science and Technology
Foundation grant No. 0420-2008-0011) contracted through the Institute of Advanced Machinery and Design at Seoul
National University.

Appendix A

The cross-section shape functions in Egs. (2) and (3) describing cross-section deformations are given as follows. In the
equations below, the subscript i (i = 1,2, 3,4) denotes the edge number of a cross-section and s; starts from the center of
the ith edge. Shape functions not listed below vanish.

Shape functions for in-plane deformations:

l/fg =1 (i=1,2,3,4), (A1)

U =—1 ym =1, =1, ¢f=-1, (A2)
pi b Bl g _b Bl

Vo =—5. Vo =5 V=5, Y, =-s (A.3)

v s1) = —h, (A4)
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h(b+3h) 3h(b+h
ng(SZ): (2b )+ (b2 )

S92,

wi,. . 3b>+8bh+3h* 6(b+3h)b+h) ,
lﬁz3 (s3) = - 3
2b bh?

hb +3h) 3hb+h)

wi
lﬁz‘l (S4) = 2b b2 S4,
h 2, 44 (h
” Sttt (7e9=0)
‘pril(sl): h 2 4 h s
423 (0<s <>
3TRT T gp20 =°1=73

XIS —
!Pnz(z) b 22 4 3 (0

Wi 3 = Wi 1), WhkGa) = v s,
Shape functions for out-of-plane deformations:

1) =0, Yl =1, ¥pos3)=0, Yp’(sa) =1,

Vs =1, ¢ =0, ¢¥%s3)=-1, ¢ %4 =-1,

h h
PO =51 ) =5, W3 =—s3. WEa) =3,

WosH =—s;, (i=1,2,3,4),

wf(si) =d (d: normal distance from the shear center of the cross-section),

b h b
o6 =551 Y06 = —55. U063 =553 ¥06a) = -

4 3 2b+h

N =

4 3 b+2h

xo — _ %0 = _
R T E N R e R R TN TR N R

£0(s3) = ¥s1). W (sa) = Y (s),
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(A.5)

(A.8)

(A.9)

(A.10)

(A11)

(A12)

(A.13)

(A.14)

(A.15)

(A.16)

(A17)

(A.18)
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bh

50(51)=m7 Lsy) = -

’

b+h

bh

ng(SB): §C0(s4):_b+h.

bh
b+h’
The element mass matrix for in-plane deformations (I denotes the length

result from the integration of the products of the cross-section shape functions. The
listed next):

131 Mol ! ol Mol !
3 3 3 6 6 6
(rh + il (s +rbl (rh + il
T3 3 6
I I I I I
rgl 1ol "o gl Tl
3 3 6 6 6
I I I I
7y iy ol bl
3 6 6 6
(rh + b (rh + bl
3 6
M =
3 3 3
(rh +ril
3
b1 ol
8 12°
sym 3 3
rhl
3
The element mass matrix for out-of-plane deformations:
[+l g+l (12 +19,)l (1§ + 9l g+l
3 3 3 6 6
3 3 6
(9 +rl (rg +193)! g+l (9 + 1!
3 3 6 6
ris! !
3 6
(1§ +1d+13)l (2 +19)l (g + 195l
o_ 3 6 6
M =p g+l g+l
T3 3
94l
3
(5 +13)l
sym — 5

(A.19)

(A.20)

of an element, and 71’s
explicit forms of r’'s will be

+rh)l

I
(13

(rh + b

(A21)
(s +rhl
3
(r2 + 1k )l
3
(2 + 19l
6
6!
6
(rg + 193l
6
5!
6
%+ 13+ 1!
6
ey |- (A22)
3
gl
3
(rg + 19yl
3
s
3
(3 +1§ +13p)!
3 .
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The element stiffness matrix for in-plane deformations (s’s result from the integration of the products of the cross-section
shape functions. The explicit forms of s’s will be listed next.):

I 1 I 1 1 I 7
$1 A Sg 251 Sy 56
E1l E1l Ell Ell E1l E11
I 1 1 1 I
N R L G
I I I [ I I
g% ol g% IR e PR GBS B U
3 th o5 +hy By 5 G i C6 Ei
I I | I I I
Sol s S s shal s Sol s
9 23 6 ~14 13" E.25 "9” 3
3 +Eg by &5 g -hy Gg-Ey
I I I I
el P Lt
; 1 ] s ]
K' = I I I
5 Sy Sg
Eq I E1T E]T
st st s
G210 12 G 124
] 2
I 1 I 1
Sol s shal s
8" 2 13t 25
sym 3 E i 3 +E1l
I I
B, g
3 ]
sk 4
7 C11
I E] 3 +G I |
(A23)
The element stiffness matrix for out-of-plane deformations:
[ s s2 s9 s2 ]
"4 _GA8 _c4 9
“ “2 o 4
s21 s9 S0 $9] 50
G%Hsl% 679 0%75171
SO SO SO SO SD 0
°7 _c10 G212 _G7 _c10 _c12
I ) I “7 3 ¢
s9] S s9 s9 s9] S S
"6 2 _c11 ~10 6. _Eg.22 11
3 +E] i G 5 G > G 6 E] ] G
sl s9 s¢ s9 s91 s9
a e} G G T S
KO _
- s9 s9
4 G 9
] 2
s2l S
G3i+ElTl
s s9 s9
o7 ~10 C12
sym i G > G I
s9] s9 s9
"6 °2 [ed!
G 3 +E1 ] )
9l s9
53t 8
I E] 3 +GT_
(A.24)
, 34t(h> + b° ,
= [oiPa=zne th= [wf?an=220E00 o [ufllaa=o, (A.25)

a0 2 3 7
rﬁlz/(l//;”)zd/\:th, ré:/(n%’) M:w, ré:—/n%://;”dAzo, (A.26)
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2 3
rh = /(wy)z dA=2tth+b), 1% /(l//ﬁl)2 dA = r<hb b6> (A27)

o= / W2 da _ ht(9h* + 541°b + 757:22192 +38hb° + 6b%) (A28)

o= [wdullaa=o. ry = [ydylan=o = [yl aa—o, (A29)

= [uleraa=abe 8= [wi?w _ 7+ bB). (A30)

9 = | / WO dA — 2t2h* + 1213b ;:) g?hhiblj)+ 12hb3 + 2b4) (A31)

= [uivhaa=o. g = [wioyiean=0. ra [yhyfean- AT AIED 5y

7= /(t// °2dA=2ht, r§= /(llfs)sz = hb“h“’) /(n//"")2 —%, (A33)

o= | (”dﬁ(})zd’* = 2t3(h125?h4f12)+ RN Juwtewtaa=o, = [uloultaa—o  (a34)
3 212

9= [vlieda=o. 1, :/wf)ZdA:r(hG ) 5= [uopan =D (ass)

e = / wEoyr da =0, (A36)

s’lz/A(l//g)sz:Zt(b+h), s /(1// )2 dA_t<b2h+b63> (A37)

/ WW2 da = ht(6b* + 38b°h + 757522}12 +54bh> + 9h4 / Wyl an o, (A38)

dzyl! t3(8b + 8h
SISZ/Al/Igl Wiga—o, sl /n,// TyY dA = 0, 517:/A< Vi ) mz%, (A39)

ds?
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. BIN 2 . wr\ 2 2913 2 2 3
Sg:/ <%> dA— 2bt. Sg:/ (dl//z > aa = B+ 17@b + 125%h + 18bh? + 3h?) (A.40)
Jal ds A\ ds b’h
2 I (- dyf! ? 2883(b+h) dyl' y
sm_/(w 2 dA = 2bt, s“_/A<n ds) an = 2EOED, slzz/A YV dA = 2bt, (A41)
g / dyg'dy}” em(b g / e dy}" . _6htb+h (A42)
137 )i ds ds ds - b ’ ’
hth+3b b’h%t(b + h
53 = / W2 aa = THEE3D), / o da =0T, (A43)
JA
2 2
d2yf° dyf°
0 _ 2 n _ 0,2 0 __ z _
53_//‘n<d52 dA = —b , 54_/@ 0)2 dA — ss_/A P2) da=ont (A44)
2
dy Ve hbt(h + b) 244 _ hbth +b)
0 __ y4
s _/A ( i) da= /ws) 5, (A45)
dy 2b%h%t  263(b? + 4bh + h?) dy o
_ X0\2 n _ 0 z
—/A{(t//s)+< ds)}dA— o e sg_/A WV dA = 2ht, (A.46)
hbt(b — h dye . —2b%h%t .
sw_/ dA_(f), sg1:/A ‘/c’lzs Laa==20 sgzz/Al//g’ 1°dA =0, (A47)
The three-dimensional displacements on Joint Section J:
On Edge 2
2a£‘1,n](n],s]) =gkl (A48)
w/’
21]2”](11],5]) = Uy sin ¢ + qu cos ¢ cos ¢ + anIWi\ sin ¢, (A.49)
il
2L?Aj’zj(n],s]) = Uy cos ¢ — Vi sin ¢ + ;8 + 1y dgsn 7 sin ¢ + y MWl cos ¢, (A.50)
zﬂﬁ],n](nj,sj) VS — 504 cos ¢ —s;B3 sin ¢ + Yy, (A51)
250 h_ o bh Ayl ,
uA],Sj(n],s]) BA cos ¢ += ,BA sin ¢ — sJW sin ¢ — b h)CA cos ¢ —mny s hre (A.52)
Zﬁjj’zj(nj,s]) [i’A cos ¢ — HA sin ¢ — sJWA cos ¢ + bhh;{g sin ¢. (A.53)
On Edge 3

31]/’4],nj(n],s]) = Uy sin ¢ + Vi cos ¢ + y&yh cos ¢ + y VWY sin ¢, (A.54)
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- dy !
3“5*1951(”!’51) = —"J%Xﬁp (A55)
31ty 7, (ny.5)) = Up cos ¢ — Vjy sin ¢ +5 ﬁA — Wl sin ¢ + YWY cos ¢, (A56)
~ . b
3uf\]’nj(n],s]) = fs]ﬁff\ sin ¢ — s;0, cos ¢ — s]WA sin ¢ + yX° %3 €os ¢, (A.57)
~ b bh %0
3ul‘3‘]75](n],s]) V4 +5 ﬁA sin ¢ += GA cos <j>+ hXA ny lgs 15 (A.58)
. . b ) .
3uﬂjqz](n],sj) = 5;B3 cos ¢ — 5504 sin ¢ +ESIW3\ cos ¢+ y°y4 sin ¢. (A.59)
On Edge 4
4ty (o5 = W 1, (A.60)
4ﬁqu,sj(nj,s]) = —Ug sin ¢ -V} cos ¢ — 1y dclll 7 cos ¢ — Y MWl sin o, (A.61)
41 I . I dl// I
g, 7,(ny,87) = Up cos ¢ —Vysing —s;fs—n 0 WA cos ¢ (A.62)
4ﬁ7\],n](”1=51) —V§ —5;0a cos ¢ — s;f33 sin ¢ + Y& 3, (A.63)
450 h hoo h bh dyx°
Uig, 5, (17,8)) = 504 COS ¢ + = fa sin ¢ — s]WA sin ¢ — —,{f‘ cos ¢ —my 15 (A.64)
Y-S 2 2 +h ds
- h h bh
4uﬂ],zj(n],s]) —ﬁA cos ¢ ——GA sin ¢ — —s]WA cos ¢ + hyA sin ¢ (A.65)
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