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It is hard to imagine what it would mean to research in biochemistry if
chromatography were not available as an analytical tool.

Liquid chromatography, in all its modes, has become particularly indispen-
sable. Above all, the high performance version of liquid chromatography
(HPLC) has brought completely new dimensions to the analytical work of
biochemistry and all other areas of chemistry. Separation efficiency, speed of
analysis and level of detection have been improved by at least one order of
magnitude over the last ten years. The method can now be carried out on a
microscale with a high degree of reliability and reproducibility. This has initi-
ated use of HPLC by an ever increasing number of biochemists, a trend which
is likely to continue. The time therefore seems right for a self-contained
appraisal of the technique, with special regard to its application in
biochemistry.
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