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The homogeneous unimolecular reaction of 3-(methoxycarbonyl)-
propyl methanesulfonate in the gas phase leads mostly to the
formation of y-butyrolactone and small amounts of methylbut-3-
enoates
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The rate of interconversion (R # H) is determined by the rate of
rotation about the eclipsed N-X bond, and leads to a measure of
the one-fold rotational barrier
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A chiral structure with 7 symmetry is a promising candidate for
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N-(Hydroxymethyl)triazenes are too unstable in water at pH 7.4
(¢, 43 s for 2d (X = NO,) to have antitumour activity of their own.
MNDO calculations found O-protonation and loss of water giving
an iminium ion to be the favoured acid-catalysed decomposition
route
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