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A class of (]LnM]Cm])x hypothetical polymers, m = 2–4, conceptually derived from experimentally known
analogous rigid-rod organometallic polymers and with different electron counts, obtained by varying the metal
and the ligands in the MLn fragment, have been studied using extended-Hückel tight-binding calculations. The
results suggest interesting conducting properties, depending on the electron count and the length of the bridging
Cm chain.

Much interest has recently been attracted by rigid-rod organo-
metallic polymers 1–4 because of expected novel properties like
non-linear optical behaviour,5 liquid crystal properties 1 and
one-dimensional conductivity.6 Several polymeric species con-
taining transition metals of Groups 8–10 (Fe, Ru, Co, Rh, Ni,
Pd, Pt) and a wide class of acetylenic chromophores as bridging
ligands have recently been synthesized 2–4 and their physical
properties intensively investigated.2–6 However, in the over-
whelming majority of these compounds the energy mismatch
between the empty π* system of the bridging ligands and the
filled metal d orbitals leads to a scarce back bonding and there-
fore to limited π conjugation.3c,7 As a consequence the experi-
mental band gaps are around 3 eV so that these polymers are
regarded as semiconductors to weak conductors in their
undoped state.6

Recent extended-Hückel band calculations have been per-
formed on a series of polyynes containing transition metals
(LnM]C]]]CRC]]]C])x (L = PH3, CO or H; n = 2 or 4; M = Fe,
Rh, Pt or Cu; R = none, C]]]C or C6H4) to study their electronic
structures.7 The results indicate: (i) a considerable mixing
between the filled metal d orbitals and the filled π system of the
acetylenic chromophore in the highest occupied crystal orbital
(HOCO); (ii) a lowest unoccupied crystal orbital (LUCO)
essentially constituted by the empty π* system of the chromo-
phore; (iii) band gaps in the range 2–3 eV, depending on the
considered metal, ligands and chromophores.

Experimental efforts to enhance π conjugation and thus
improve the molecular properties of this family of polymers
have been directed towards the modification of the acetylenic
linkers. This has been achieved by lowering the energy of the π*
system for the linker by extending its π conjugation length or by
introducing an heterocycle with a donor atom.3

In this paper we propose a completely different approach
to reduce the band gap in rigid-rod organometallic polymers,
based on the modification of the metal–ligand groups MLn,
which in turn allows a better exploitation of the higher versa-
tility offered by these organometallic polymers over the con-
ventional π-conjugated organic polymers.4 Such an approach
has been suggested by the analogy with dinuclear transition-
metal complexes containing an acetylide bridge.8 Several
µ-C2 bridged dinuclear complexes have been synthesized
with structures consistent with all the three possible valence
bond descriptions: 8a,b LnM]C]]]C]MLn, LnM]]C]]C]]MLn and
LnM]]]C]C]]]MLn. In a recent theoretical paper we studied the
factors governing the interaction mode of a bridging C2 unit

* Non-SI unit employed: eV ≈ 1.60 × 10219 J.

with the metal atoms in these complexes.9 This allowed us to
distinguish two classes of compounds, depending on the metal,
its oxidation state and the nature of the ligand. The first class
is constituted by early transition metals (those of the titanium,
vanadium and chromium triads) in high oxidation states with
mainly π-donor ligands like RO2. For this class of complexes
all the three possible valence bond structures have been found
depending on the metal dn configuration; referring to the
isolated MLn fragment, an acetylenic M]C]]]C]M structure is
found for a d1 configuration, a cumulenic M]]C]]C]]M structure
for a d2 configuration and a dimetallabutadiyne M]]]C]C]]]M
structure for a d3 configuration. The second class is consti-
tuted by late transition metals (from the manganese triad to the
right) in low oxidation states with mainly π-acceptor ligands
(like carbonyls or phosphines). For this class of complexes only
the acetylenic µ-C]]]C structure has been found, irrespective
of the metal d configuration.

These results can be immediately extended to the (LnMCC])x

polymeric species and suggest the best strategy to improve π
conjugation in this class of compounds. First of all, if the MLn

group is made up by late transition metals with π-acceptor lig-
ands, we expect always a polyynic structure (LnM]C]]]C])x. This
is found for essentially the whole class of rigid-rod organo-
metallic polymers with acetylenic chromophores (where the
metal moiety is made up by Group 8–10 metals with carbonyl
or phosphine ligands). Indeed, this situation clearly corre-
sponds to a polyynic structure for the simplest C2 linker
(corresponding to an acetylene HCCH molecule). For such
polymers, the observed crystal structures indicate a metal–
carbon distance typical of a single bond while the bond lengths
within the acetylenic linkers remain practically unaltered with
respect to those of the corresponding free molecule.

By analogy with the dinuclear compounds, a better π conju-
gation can be obtained using an MLn group with an early to
mid transition metal in a high oxidation state, π-acceptor
ligands and a suitable configuration. Taking into account that
in a polymeric (LnMCC])x species each metal interacts with two
C2 moieties rather than one, as in the corresponding dinuclear
complex (LnMCCMLn), the electron counts leading to a metal-
lapolyyne, (LnM]C]]]C])x, a metallacumulene (LnM]]C]]C]])x, and
a metallapolyyne, (LnM]]]C]C]]])x, structure are expected to be
d2, d4 and d6, respectively. Although based on intuitive valence
band (VB) considerations, these criteria are confirmed by our
band calculations, although with some modifications, see below.

Related to these hypothetical polymers is the class of
lanthanide carbides in which the carbon atoms occurs in
discrete pairs.10 Although these compounds show essentially
ionic three-dimensional structures, most of them contain infinite
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(]M]C2])x parallel chains with C]C distances in the range 1.28–
1.30 Å.11 Electronic structure calculations have been carried out
for these compounds 12 and show a partial covalent character
of the metal–carbon bonds due to a significant dπ–pπ overlap
between the lanthanide d orbitals and the C]C π-antibonding
orbitals, thus explaining the observed metallic behaviour.

In this study we use the extended Hückel method 13 in the
tight-binding scheme 14 to study the electronic structure of
several (]LnM]C2])x hypothetical polymers with different elec-
tron counts obtained by varying the metal and the ligands in
the MLn fragment. Analogous polymers with longer bridging
carbon chains, (]LnM]Cm])x, m = 3 or 4, have also been con-
sidered and the results show a different behaviour according to
the even or odd number m of carbon atoms in the bridging
chain.

Results and Discussion
We considered hypothetical (]LnM]C2])x polymers for early to
mid transition metals in high oxidation states and π-donor
ligands. The MLn electron counts from d2 to d6 have been con-
sidered by taking the square-planar fragments 1–5 which lead
to polymers 6–10: VCl4

2, d2 1; CrCl4
2, d3 2; MnCl4

2, d4 3;
FeCl4

2, d5 4; FeCl4
22, d6 5; (]Cl4V]C2])x

2, 6; (]Cl4Cr]C2])x
2, 7;

(]Cl4Mn]C2])x
2, 8; (]Cl4Fe]C2])x

2, 9; (]Cl4Fe]C2])x
22, 10.

Moreover a typical metal fragment with a late transition metal
and π-acceptor ligands, like Fe(PH3)4 11, and the corresponding
[](H3P)4Fe]C2]]x polymer 12, have been used for comparison.

The energy levels for the metal fragments 1–5 and 11 are
reported in Fig. 1 and show the usual four-below-one pattern
typical of the d orbitals in a square-planar ligand field. Of
particular interest is the energy of the dπ orbitals (eg in 1–5, e in
11) which interact with the π system of the C2 unit. The energy
of these orbitals decreases from 1 to 4 and 5 reflecting the
increase of electronegativity along the transition series. A more
consistent energy lowering of the dπ orbitals is observed for 11
because of the stabilizing effect of the π-acceptor PH3 ligands.
This also leads to a change of the orbital ordering and shifts the
dπ lower than the dz2 as the lowest metal orbitals.

The band structures of polymers 6, 8 and 12 are shown in
Fig. 2 where only the highest occupied and lowest unoccupied
crystal orbitals are reported. The different dispersions of the
various bands reflect the different extent of overlap of the con-
stituting fragment orbitals and the delocalization of the corre-
sponding crystal orbitals; flat bands indicate localized electrons,
steep bands strongly delocalized electrons. The projections of
the d metal and carbon px and py orbitals (the z axis is assumed
parallel to the axis of the polymers) of the density of states
(DOS) for 6, 8 and 12, reported in Fig. 3, clarify the nature
of these bands.

First of all we see that the band structure for polymer 12 is

Fig. 1 Energies of the metal orbitals for metal fragments 1–4 and 11

quite similar to that discussed in ref. 7 for the analogue rigid-
rod (LnM]C]]]CRC]]]C])x polymers with Group 8–10 metals and
carbonyl or phosphine ligands; the highest occupied crystal
orbitals of the valence band are of mainly dπ character, while
the lowest unoccupied crystal orbitals in the conduction band
are essentially made up by the π* orbitals of the C2 moiety, see
Figs. 2(c) and 3(c). A large band gap, 4.8 eV, is observed due to
the low conjugation of the C2 linker.

Fig. 2 Band structures of metal polymers: (a) 6, (]Cl4V]C2])x
2, (b) 8,

(]Cl4Mn]C2])x
2 and (c) 12, [](H3P)4Fe]C2]]x. The horizonal dashed

line indicates the Fermi energy
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Fig. 3 Density of states (solid lines) with the projection of the metal d orbitals (dashed lines; on the left) and carbon px and py orbitals (dashed lines;
on the right) for metal polymers: (a) 6, (b) 8 and (c) 12. The horizontal dashed line indicates the Fermi energy

A completely different situation is found for polymer 6 where
the highest occupied crystal orbitals have a high contribution
from the occupied σ and π orbitals of the C2 moiety (strongly
mixed with ligands orbitals of comparable energy) while the
two lowest unoccupied crystal orbitals are essentially metal d
orbitals, see Figs. 2(a) and 3(a). The acetylenic nature of 6,
expected by analogy with the dinuclear analogues, is confirmed
by the crystal orbital overlap population (COOP) curves for
C]C and V]C π bonding reported in Fig. 4. Fig. 4(a) (on the

left) shows that the C]C π bonding levels are fully populated
below the Fermi energy while the C]C π* antibonding levels are
essentially not populated. At the same time, however, Fig. 4(a)
(on the right) shows a slight population of the V]C π bonding
levels below the Fermi energy which indicates a partial π con-
tribution to the V]C bond. In spite of the same polyynic
structure, 6 shows a band gap (0.7 eV) much smaller than
that calculated for 12 (4.8 eV). This is essentially due to the
much lower energy of the LUCO in 6 (mainly dπ orbitals of
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Fig. 4 The COOP curves for C]C π (on the left) and M]C π (on the right) bonding of metal polymers: (a) 6 and (b) 8

vanadium) than in 12 (mainly π* orbitals of the C2 unit). More-
over, at variance with 12, 6 is an indirect semiconductor, i.e. the
maximum of the HOCO and the minimum of the LUCO fall at
different points of the k space. In more detail, the band struc-
ture of 6 reported in Fig. 2(a) shows a set of two low-lying
empty bands clearly isolated from the next higher bands (about
3 eV). The doubly degenerate LUCO (hereafter called π-d) is
made up by the vanadium dxz and dyz orbitals substantially
mixed with the π* orbital of C2 as evidenced by the significant
slope and is crossed in its upper edge by a flat band of
vanadium dxy (hereafter called δ-d).

A partial filling of the two low-lying empty bands of polymer
6 is expected for metal electron counts higher than d2. This is
confirmed by the band structures of 8 reported in Fig. 2(b) and
the corresponding density of states (DOS) curve in Fig. 3(b). A
cumulenic structure is expected for the hypothetical polymer 8
by analogy with the dinuclear analogues. This is substantiated
by the COOP curves for C]C and Mn]C π bonding in Fig. 4(b)
which shows significant population of the C]C π* antibonding
and Mn]C π bonding levels below the Fermi energy. For this d4

electron count the π-d band is half filled and 8 is therefore
susceptible to a Peierls distortion which opens a band gap at the
Fermi level. For this simple linear system we expect a pairing
distortion toward an alternate metallapolyyne structure, like
? ? ? ]M]]]C]C]]]M]C]]]C]M]]]C] ? ? ?, 13. The band structure of
such a paired system is compared in Fig. 5 with that of the
undistorted polymer 8, prepared for dimerization by doubling
the unit cell, and shows a band gap of ca. 1.0 eV at the Fermi

level. The square planar MnCl4
2 d4 fragment can be considered

isolobal with a carbon atom 15 so that it is interesting to com-
pare the behaviour of 8 with that of pure carbon polymer (C)x.
Such a species is known as karbin 16 and is thought to exist in
two different geometries corresponding to a cumulene, 14,
and a polyyne, 15, structure: ? ? ? ]]C]]C]]C]]C]]C]]C]] ? ? ?, 14;
? ? ? ]C]]]C]C]]]C]C]]]C] ? ? ?, 15. The band structure of the cumu-
lene polymer with equidistant carbon atoms (C]C 1.30 Å) is
shown in Fig. 6(a) where the bands are labelled as σ and π.
The doubly degenerate π band is half-filled and is therefore
subjected to a Peierls distortion which leads to alternating
C]C bond lengths along the chain (i.e. to the polyynic struc-
ture 15) and a concomitant opening of a band gap of 2.1 eV
at the Fermi level. This is illustrated by the band structure in
Fig. 6(b) (calculated for C]C 1.21 and 1.39 Å) which shows
also the familiar ‘folding back’ due to the doubling of the
unit cell. Such a pairing distortion leads to an average energy
decrease of ca. 0.35 eV per carbon as compared to the sym-
metric structure. It is interesting to compare this energy
decrease, which reflects the driving force to pairing, with that
calculated for the metallacumulene polymers 8. Upon pair-
ing of 8 to 13 we observe a decrease in the average energy
of 0.59 eV per LnMCC unit, i.e. of 0.19 eV per atomic
unit (M or C) along the chain, which is much lower than the
energy decrease for pairing of 14 to 15. Such a reduced ten-
dency to pairing of 8 as compared to that of 14 is also shown
by the smaller band gap opened at the Fermi level (1.0 vs. 2.1
eV).
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Fig. 5 Band structures of the symmetric (a) and paired (b) metal polymer 8

Fig. 6 Band structures of the undistorted 14 (a) and distorted 15 (b) linear carbon chain (C)x

An even lower tendency to a Peierls distortion is expected for
the hypothetical polymers 7 and 9 with d3 and d5 electron
counts. Indeed, in these systems the π-d band is 1

–
4
 and 3

–
4
 filled,

respectively. Therefore, although the simplest possible VB struc-
tures ? ? ? ]]M]C]]]C]M]]C]]C]]M] ? ? ?, 16, and ? ? ? ]]M]]]C]C]]]M]]
C]]C]]M]]] ? ? ?, 17, already involve a chain pairing, only a tetra-
merization is expected to open a band gap at the Fermi level.
As the driving force for the distortion drops off with the size
of the distorted unit cell,17,18 we expect a lower tendency to
Peierls distortion for 7 and 9 as compared to 8.

In polymer 10, with a d6 electron count, a complete filling of
the π-d band cannot be reached due to its crossing with the
second low-lying δ-d band. Indeed, as a consequence of the
d-orbital stabilization upon shifting to the right of the transi-
tion series, the δ-d band lies slightly below the π-d band and is
therefore completely filled, thus leaving the π-d band half-filled
which is the same situation found for 8 and suggesting an essen-
tially cumulenic structure in which every metal has a doubly
occupied d orbital of δ symmetry: ? ? ? ]]M̄]]C]]C]]M̄]]C]]C]]M̄]]
C]] ? ? ?. We therefore expect for 10 a behaviour analogous to
that of 8, with a possible Peierls distortion leading to a paired
structure like 13. In this case, however, the lower energy of the
dπ orbitals leads to a reduced mixing with the high energy π*

orbitals of C2 as compared to 8, and therefore to a narrower
π]d band.

A complete filling of the δ-d and π-d bands is expected for a
d8 electron count as confirmed by the band structure of poly-
mer 12, with a Fe(PH3)4 metal fragment, but does not lead
to the expected metallapolyyne ? ? ? ]M]]]C]C]]]M]]]C]C]]]M]]] ? ? ?
structure because of the energy mismatch between the metal dπ

orbitals and the π* orbitals of C2. This is due to the low energy
of the dπ orbitals of the Fe(PH3)4 metal fragment (further
stabilized by the π-acceptor phosphine ligands) which mix with
the bonding π orbitals of C2 leading to a low-lying, almost flat,
band.

Some care should be taken about the above results predicting
conducting properties for some of the considered polymers.
Indeed the extended-Hückel method does not give a proper
treatment of electron repulsion in high-valent metal complexes
and could overestimate the M]CC π* interaction favouring a
full delocalization of the d electrons over localized paramag-
netism. However, it has been shown previously both experi-
mentally 8 and theoretically 9 that M]CC π* interactions in
these systems are sufficiently high to lead to delocalized cumu-
lenic structures, M]]C]]C]]M, in several molecular C2-bridged
complexes, thus supporting our predictions.
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Conjugation as a function of the metal fragment

In the hypothetical polymers considered up to now the MCl4
2

metal fragments (M = V, Cr, Mn or Fe) constitute a chemically
plausible building block through a wide range of the transition
series. We will extend our study to (LnM]CC])x polymers based
on different metal fragments, limiting our attention to the most
interesting d4 electron count. We will consider the following
MLn, d

4, fragments which differ from MnCl4
2 3 in the metal,

ligands and co-ordination geometry, CrCl4
22 18, Mn(OH)4

2 19,
MnCl3 20, Cr(acacen) 21 [H2acacen = 4,49-ethylenedinitrilobis-
(pentan-2-one)], and the corresponding polymers, (]Cl4Cr]
C2])x

22 22, [](HO)4Mn]C2]]x
2 23, (Cl3Mn]C2])x 24 and

[](acacen)Cr]C2]]x 25. The same M]C and C]C distances as in
8 were employed in order to separate the effect of the change in
metal fragment.

The main parameters characterizing the band structures of
these polymers are compared in Table 1 with those for 6–10 and
12. As expected, the average energy of the π-d band (which for
these d4 systems coincides with the Fermi energy) is directly
related to the energy of the dπ orbitals of the corresponding
metal fragments. At the same time, the π-d bandwidth increases
on increasing the dπ energies, reflecting the greater mixing
between the dπ orbitals and the π* orbitals of C2. Therefore, the
higher the dπ orbitals the more disperse is the π-d band and
better is the conjugation along the chain. On the basis of simple
considerations, we expect the energies of the dπ orbitals in a
MLn fragment to increase (i) on moving from the right to the
left of the transition series, (ii) using stronger π-donor ligands,

Table 1 Summary of band structure for metal polymers 6–10, 12 and
22–25: energies of the dπ orbitals for the corresponding metal fragment,
ε(dπ); bandwidths of the π-d band, Fermi energies, Ef, and energy gaps,
∆ (all in eV). For 25 the two values of ε(dπ) and band width refer to the
non-degenerate dxz and dyz orbitals and the corresponding π-d bands

MLn

6
7
8
9

10
12
22
23
24
25

ε(dπ)

210.1
210.5
210.9
211.4
211.4
212.3
210.5
211.8
211.3
211.0, 210.5

Band width (π]d)

1.0
0.9
1.8
1.2
1.2
—
2.0
1.6
1.7
1.8, 1.9

Ef

211.5
210.9
210.8
211.5
211.9
211.8
210.6
211.2
211.0
210.7

∆

0.7
—
—
—
—
4.8
—
—
—
—

and (iii) on going from the first to the second and third transi-
tion series. The first two effects are substantiated by the first
column of Table 1.

Particularly interesting is the case of polymer 25 based on
the Cr(acacen) fragment. Indeed, in such a fragment the
π-donating nature of the Schiff-base ligand leads to high dπ

orbitals which therefore mix appreciably with the π* orbital of
C2. Moreover, in 25 there are two flat low-lying empty bands
consisting mainly of the π* system of the Schiff-base ligand,
with the lowest one only 1.1 eV above the Fermi level. The more
important difference concerning the metal properties of the
polymer is, however, the doubling of the π-d band. This is due
to the lower symmetry of the metal fragment (C2v rather than
D4h or D3h as for all the other fragments) which leads to a split-
ting of the two components (dxz and dyz) of the π-d band by
about 0.5 eV. The main consequence of this doubling is that the
band gap opened at the Fermi level by the pairing distortion to
the alternate metallapolyyne structure 13 is reduced by about
the splitting energy so that the system is expected to be less
susceptible to such a Peierls distortion. This effect is similar to
the well known stabilization against a Peierls distortion of a
one-dimensional system with a partially occupied band due to
interchain interaction which is also attributed to the doubling
of the partially occupied band.18 Accordingly, upon pairing of
25, we observed a decrease in the average energy of 0.32 eV per
LnMCC unit, almost half that for 8.

Longer carbon chains as linker

Let us now extend our study to polymers containing longer
bridging units Cm. In general terms, a lengthening of the bridg-
ing C2 carbon chain leads to a higher π and a lower π* systems
and is therefore expected to improve the conjugation along the
organometallic polymer. A quite different situation is, however,
expected for bridging chains with an odd or an even number
of carbon atoms. Such a difference is already observed in the
simple HCnH series, much more stable for even n,19 and arises
from the different nature of the ground state for compounds
with an even or an odd number of carbon atoms, a stable
closed-shell singlet in the former case and a reactive open-shell
triplet in the latter case.20

Fig. 7 shows the band structures of the polymers (]Cl4V]
C3])x

2 26 and (]Cl4V]C4])x
2 27 with a d2 electron count and C3

and C4 bridging ligands, respectively. Polymer 27 shows a band
structure analogous to that of 6 with a doubly occupied HOCO
of mainly C4 character and the empty π-d band of mainly metal
dπ character as LUCO. Note that the increase in energy of the

Fig. 7 Band structures of metal polymers: (a) 26, (]Cl4V]C3])x
2, (b) 27, (]Cl4V]C4])x

2
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occupied π system of the carbon chain on passing from C2 to C4

leads to a higher energy for the corresponding band and an
increase of its metal character, while the parallel lowering of the
unoccupied π* system leads to a lower energy of the LUCO and
an increase of its π* character. However, the stabilization of the
σ band leads to a slight increase of the band gap (from 0.7 to
1.2 eV) in spite of a higher conjugation along the chain.

A different band structure is observed for polymer 26 which
shows a partially occupied band of strongly mixed C3 and metal
dπ character which almost reaches, at the zone edge, the empty
π-d band. This doubly degenerate band is mainly constituted by
the non-bonding π orbital of the C3 unit and the corresponding
crystal orbitals at the zone centre and zone edge are shown in
Scheme 1. For a d2 electron count, this band (hereafter called
π-C3) is half-filled and would lead to a metallic behaviour. The
bonding in this polymer can be seen in a different way based
on the experimental 21 and theoretical 20 evidence that the C3

molecule is relatively stable with a 1Σg
1 ground state corre-

sponding to a :C]]C]]C: configuration. This supports an inter-
pretation of the σ V]C bond as formed by the donation of
the terminal lone pair of the C3 unit to an empty vanadium d
orbital which leaves a formally vanadium(), d2, metal centre
and suggests for 26 a cumulenic character. From this point of
view, the behaviour of 26 is similar to that of 8. An analogous
cumulenic structure can be expected for every (]Cl4V]C2k11])x

2

polymer with a bridging chain made up by an odd number of
carbon atoms, still based on the general evidence 20,21 that all
the C2k 1 1 molecules are relatively stable with a 1Σg

1 ground
state corresponding to a :C(]]C]])2k11C: configuration. Owing to
the presence of a half-filled band, 26 is susceptible to a Peierls
distortion with the opening of a band gap at the Fermi level.
We expect a pairing distortion leading to an alternate partial
metallapolyyne character. A lower tendency to pairing is
expected for a d3 electron count which would lead to a 3

–
4
-filled

π-C3 band, stabilization of which requires a tetramerization of
the unit cell.

For a d4 electron count, like in (]Cl4Mn]C3])x
2, the π-C3 band

is filled and would lead to a semiconductor behaviour. More-
over, the M]C π-bonding and C]M π-antibonding nature of
the higher levels of the π-C3 band close to the zone edge (see
Scheme 1) would suggest a partial alternate metallapolyyne
character, i.e. ? ? ? ]M]]]C]C]]]C]M]]]C]C]]]C]M]]] ? ? ?. Higher
electron counts would lead to a partial filling of the π-d band
and the same considerations discussed for the corresponding
polymers with a C2 linker apply. Notice that the dispersion rel-
ations of the π-d band in polymers 26 and 27 are different from
that observed for 6 [compare Figs. 2(a) and 7]. This difference is
due to the different symmetries of the lowest unoccupied π
orbitals of C3 and C4, symmetric (S), and C2, antisymmetric
(A), with respect to the symmetry plane bisecting the carbon
chain which lead to different bonding–antibonding π inter-
actions between the metal and the last carbon atom of the unit
cell, see the corresponding crystal orbitals at the zone centre
and zone edge in Scheme 2.

The sign of the dispersion relations for the main frontier
bands of π symmetry of a generic (]Cl4M]Cm])x

2 polymer

Scheme 1

depends only on the number m mod 4 (where the arithmetic
operation mod 4 stands for subtraction from m of the maximum
multiple of 4) and is foreseen from Scheme 3 22 which shows the
symmetries (A for m mod 4 = 1 or 2, and S for m mod 4 = 0 or 3)
of the lowest unoccupied π orbitals of Cm. From this, extending
the arguments employed in Scheme 2 it follows that for
(]L4M]Cm])x polymers with m mod 4 = 3 or 0 (like 26 or 27) the
energy of the π-d band increases on going from Γ to X while
the opposite trend is observed if m mod 4 = 1 or 2 (like 6). This
may have important consequences on the physical behaviour
of these compounds, note for instance that the (]L4V]Cm])x

polymers will be semiconductors with an indirect or direct gap,
respectively, depending whether m mod 4 = 2 (like 6) or 0 (like
27).

Conclusion
We have analysed (]LnM]Cm])x hypothetical polymers, m =
2–4, analogues of a series of experimentally known rigid-rod
organometallic polymers. The hypothesized polymers are based
on early transition-metal fragments with π-donor ligands at
variance with the known analogues which are based on late
transition-metal fragments with π-acceptor ligands. The elec-
tronic structures of several possible polymers with different
electron counts, obtained by varying the metal and the ligands
in the MLn fragment, have been characterized using extended-
Hückel tight-binding calculations.

The electronic properties of these one-dimensional systems
depend on the electron count of the MLn metal fragment and
the length of the bridging Cm chain. For some of these hypo-
thetical systems our calculations indicate completely filled
bands with band gaps around 1 eV, at variance with the known
polymers which show experimental band gaps of around 3 eV.
Some of the considered hypothetical systems present partially
filled bands and are therefore expected to undergo Peierls
distortions leading, however, to low-band-gap semiconducting
behaviour. A few compounds show completely filled M]C and
C]C bonding bands and mainly unfilled antibonding bands
and are expected to be quite stable, thus resulting in promising
synthetic targets.

The analysis on the M]Cm]M] polymers emphasized a
crucial role of the metallic fragment and in particular of the
ancillary ligand, promising properties being foreseen for a
tetradentate Schiff base supporting a d3 or d4 early transition
metal ion. such polymers are expected to be little sensitive
to Peierls distortions and could show conducting properties.
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The experimental entry is particularly encouraged by the
wide experience we acquired in the use of macrocyclic ligands
in the organometallic chemistry of early transition metals.
The variety of macrocyclic ligands employed, from Schiff
base 23 to dibenzotetramethyltetraazaannulene 24 to porphyr-
inogen 25 allowed the change of some crucial parameters like
p donation and p acceptance, the symmetry and geometrical
constants.

Appendix
All the extended-Hückel calculations presented in this work
were performed using the YAEHMOP package.26 The para-
meters used in the calculations are listed in Table A1. A set of
80 K points in the Brillouin zone was used to average property
calculations. The geometrical parameters employed in the
calculations were taken, whenever available, from the experi-
mental data for Csp]Csp and M]Csp single, double and triple
bonds and are listed in Table A2. The C]C bond distances in
polymers 26 and 27 have been assigned by analogy with the
HC3H (cumulene-like) and HC4H (butadiyne-like) molecules.20
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