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for all x. Then (2) and (3) yield the result that V ? V(O)eGkt, whence V(x) 0 
as t -* oo. If V(x) is a function such as 5 x2, with the property that V(x) 0 
if and only if x -* 0, we have deduced in this way the important fact that x(t) 0 0 
as t > oc, a stability result. 

The problem, of course, lies in obtaining V(x), given g(x). Although there is 
no uniform approach, there exists a vast literature of results due to mathematicians 
such as Cetaev, Malkin, Persidskii, Massera, Letov, and others. An excellenit survey 
may be found in another recent book in this area, namely, J. P. LaSalle and S. 
Lefschetz, Stability by Liapunov's Direct Method with Applications, Academic 
Press Inc., New York, 1962. 

The great merit of Krasovskii's book is to contain not only a more complete 
and detailed accounit of the research of this nature in the field of ordinary differ- 
enitial equations, but also to present a thorough discussion of the application of 
these methods to differential-difference and more general time-lag equations. 

The book is wholeheartedly recommended to all those interested in the modern 
theory of differenltial equations and in modern control theory. 

The format is attractive, the price is reasonable, and the translation by J. L. 
Brenner is excellent. 

RICHARD BELLMAN 

90[X1.--JAMES B. SCARBOROUGH, Numiierical Mathemnatical Analysis, Fifth Edi- 
tion, Johns Hopkins Press, Baltimore, Md., 1962, xxi + 594 p., 23.5 cm. Price 
$7.00. 

This is a revised edition of the well-known text by James B. Scarborough. In 
addition to a number of corrections and minor changes, the Fifth Edition contains 
a chapter on Newton's interpolation formula for unequal intervals. It is gratifying 
that the author has been able to find time periodically to review and improve one 
of the oldest and most popular elementary texts in the field of Numerical Analysis. 

H. P. 

91 [X, Z].-GEORGE S. SEBESTYEN, Decision-Making Processes in Pattern Recogni- 
tion, The Macmillan Company, New York, 1962, viii + 162 p., 24 cm. Price 
$7.5O0. 

Pattern recognition is a subject which is currently receiving considerable at- 
tentioni. It is important in a variety of situations ranging from the need of the 
Post Office for mechanical reading devices to speed up sorting of the mails to the 
need of the Military to be able to decide whether an incoming radar or sonar signal 
comes from a harmless object such as a meteor or a fishing boat, or whether it 
coniies from a threateniing source such as a missile warhead or a hostile submarine. 
In any situation, the problem to be solved is how to organize one's knowledge 
about the object in question and how to be able to compare this with similarly 
organized knowledge about the possible categories to which the object can be as- 
signed. 

In the book under review, the author attempts to exploit a geometrical point of 
view. Data describing a given object colnsist of numerical values assigned to N 


