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72[X].—Asko Visapii, A Procedure for Finding the Coefficients of the Best Fitting
Second and Third Degree Polynomials by Application of the Method of Least
Squares, The State Institute for Technical Research, Helsinki, Finland, 1966,
32 pp.

This booklet gives explicit formulas for the coefficients of second and third de-
gree polynomials fitted to data by the method of least squares. It also gives a pro-
cedure for carrying out the computations on a desk calculator (including, in an ap-
pendix, an illustrative ‘“program” for use on a particular electronic calculator). The
given procedure, however, is defective, and this reviewer cannot recommend it. One
defect of the scheme is that it provides no checks to detect arithmetic errors. The
author’s fifth example, where a transposition error goes undetected with the result
that the calculated coefficients are wrong, clearly illustrates this pitfall. A more
serious defect is the failure to consider the effect of rounding errors—errors which
can easily be severe in solving linear equations. That it is usually necessary to code
the data in order to reduce the rounding error, as well as to reduce the volume of
computations, is ignored in the procedure given here.

A much better scheme of computations oriented to desk calculators is given in
P. G. Guest’'s Numerical Methods of Curve Fitting, Cambridge University Press,
1961, pp. 147-160. The Doolittle method as presented by Guest includes a check
column, and the question of coding is discussed. Moreover, Guest furnishes formulas
and methods for calculating standard deviations and an analysis of variance table.
Such features were omitted by Visapéd.

Alternative methods of solving linear equations by desk calculators are described
in considerable detail and illustrated by numerical examples in L. Fox’s ‘“Practical
Solution of Linear Equations and Inversion of Matrices,” a paper in Contributions
to the Solution of Systems of Linear Equations and the Determination of Eigenvalues,
edited by O. Taussky, National Bureau of Standards, Applied Mathematics Series,
No. 39, U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., 1954.

Roy H. WAMPLER

National Bureau of Standards
Washington, D. C.

73[X].—S. D. ContE, Elementary Numerical Analysis: An Algorithmic Approach,
MecGraw-Hill Book Co., New York, 1965, x + 278 pp., 24 cm. Price $7.95.

This book offers an excellent introduction to the subject of Numerical Analysis.
As the subtitle implies, computational procedures are summarized in the form of
algorithms.

Many of the illustrative examples throughout the text are accompanied by flow-
charts, Fortran I'V programs, and computer results (obtained on an IBM 7090 sys-
tem). Accordingly, the author presupposes knowledge of, or concurrent instruction
in, a procedure-oriented computer language. However, he explicitly states that his
emphasis is on an analysis of the accuracy and efficiency of algorithms.

The scope of the text may be inferred from the following enumeration of the
main topics treated: number systems and errors, solution of nonlinear equations,
interpolation and approximations, numerical differentiation and integration, ma-



