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A series of reports on major areas of science have been prepared and issued under
the aegis of the Committee on Science and Public Policy of the National Academy
of Sciences. COSRIMS, under the chairmanship of Lipman Bers, was responsible
for the mathematical sciences (see the other reviews). This report sets forth their
conclusions with respect to mathematical research in the U. 8., its character, its
importance, the current extent and sources of its support, and its needs. Some little
space is devoted to an attempt to explain, in language understandable to the
layman, what mathematics is all about, and how and where it is applied.

“Remarkably enough, it is impossible to predict which parts of mathematics
will turn out to be important in other fields.” This statement appears on page 8,
and the theme recurs. “Cayley . . . believed that matrices, which he invented,
would never be applied to anything useful (and was happy about it)”’ (page 49).
“How fast ought society to expect the results of innovation to be transferred?”’
(page 215). However, the last half-page is entitled ‘“The Nonutilitarian View.”

The first chapter is entitled “Summary,” and includes the “Recommendations.”
“The State of the Mathematical Sciences” attempts to describe in simple terms
“Core Mathematics” and to illustrate applications. The third chapter takes up
mathematical education, and the fourth, ‘“Level and Forms of Support.”

Altogether this is an impressive and authoritative statement of the place of
mathematics in contemporary society.

A.S. H.
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COSRIMS, the Committee on Support of Research in the Mathematical
Sciences, as one phase of its activities undertook to investigate the state of under-
graduate education in mathematics. This is the report of the Panel on Under-
graduate Education in Mathematics, made up of eleven members with John G.
Kemeny as chairman. One member of the Panel, Henry Pollak, was from industry,
all others from colleges and universities.

The general picture that develops can hardly come as a surprise to any mathe-
matician, whether academic or industrial, pure or applied, but the documentation,
and the array of facts and figures, is impressive. Over the past ten years the per-
centage of undergraduate students majoring in mathematics has increased from
1.5 to 4.0. Meanwhile the level of offerings has gone up in ways that are not easy
to measure in quantitative terms. However, the ‘“case histories” of eight colleges
and universities over the past quarter century vividly illustrate these and other
changes that have taken place.



