CHARLES BROWN TOMPKINS
1912-1971

We regretfully announce the demise on January 11, 1971 of our former editor,
Dr. C. B. Tompkins, a pioneer in the fields of numerical analysis and computing.
He served diligently as chairman of the editorial committee from 1955 to 1958 and
worked as an editor in 1959, when the journal was called Mathematical Tables and
other Aids to Computation.

Professor Tompkins was born in Florida in 1912. He received his training through
the M.A. at the University of Maryland in chemistry, physics, and mathematics,
and took his Ph.D. in mathematics at the University of Michigan in 1936. After a
year as Instructor at Maryland, he spent two years as a National Research Council
Fellow at Princeton University and the Institute for Advanced Study, followed by
three years as Instructor at that University. During these years, he became associated
with Professor Marston Morse and the latter’s Calculus of Variations in the Large;
the papers he wrote in collaboration with Professor Morse played a significant role
in the development of this important field. He has also held a Visiting Lectureship
at the University of Wisconsin. During the Second World War, he served as a Naval
Communications Officer in the Pacific, rising to the rank of Lieutenant Commander.
His experiences there impressed upon him the need for the development of high speed
computers, and, accordingly, in 1946, he became one of the founders of Engineering
Research Associates in St. Paul, Minnesota. Out of this firm have evolved two of the
important present day computer builders: the Univac Division of the Sperry Rand
Corporation, and the Control Data Corporation. In 1949, he organized, on behalf of
the Office of Naval Research, the Logistic Research Project at George Washington
University. He served as consultant and member of advisory panels to various
governmental agencies. In this connection, he played a major role in the development
of Project SCAMP, which later became an integral part of the Institute for Defense
Analyses at Princeton. He also served as consultant to various computer corporations.

Professor Tompkins came to UCLA in 1951 as a member of the Institute for
Numerical Analysis, then sponsored on the campus by the National Bureau of
Standards. Soon after, he became the Director for the Institute, and joined the
Department of Mathematics in 1954. At the same time, he became Director of Numer-
ical Analysis Research, the successor organization to the Institute for Numerical
Analysis. He was among the first to recognize the formidable role computers were
to play in our society and strove endlessly to establish a strong computer center at
UCLA. He played a key role in developing one of the country’s most powerful com-
puting activities, and the eminent position in computing at UCLA, acquired at an
early date, was due largely to his efforts and his vision. When the UCLA Computing
Facility was set up in 1961, he became its first Director.

Professor Tompkins was an active member of the American Mathematical Society
and served on its Council. He was a member of the first Council of the Association
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for Computing Machinery. In addition to his editorial services for this journal, he
was an associate editor of the Office of Naval Research publication, Naval Research
Logistics Quarterly since its beginning in 1954 until his death.

Professor Tompkins was keenly interested in teaching and devoted himself un-
selfishly to his students, particularly to those at the Ph.D. level; they, in turn, were
enthusiastic and loyal to him. Like many numerical mathematicians of his generation,
he was trained in pure mathematics and only turned to numerical mathematics because
of his activities in World War II. His theoretical background and practical—indeed,
engineering experience—gave him a very balanced outlook on the subject. He was
continually advocating the broadening of the mathematical curriculum and organizing
seminars. He was convinced that mathematics and computers would have an in-
creasingly significant role to play in many new fields of research, and, accordingly,
he enthusiastically organized and conducted interdisciplinary colloquia.

In 1937, he married Mary Lewis; they had two daughters and two sons. Most
of his family has been active, in one way or another, in the computer field.
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High-Speed Computing Devices, by the staff of Engineering Research Associates, Inc.,
supervised by C. B. Tompkins and J. H. Wakelin, edited by W. W. Stifler, Jr., McGraw-Hill,
New York, 1950.
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In addition to these formal publications, there are many internal reports written
for the organizations with which he was associated and which continue to be of value
to those who possess them. Also, Professor Tompkins held several patents which
arose out of his war-time work.



