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LOCKING-FREE FINITE ELEMENT METHODS FOR SHELLS

DOUGLAS N. ARNOLD AND FRANCO BREZZI

ABSTRACT. We propose a new family of finite element methods for the Naghdi
shell model, one method associated with each nonnegative integer k. The
methods are based on a nonstandard mixed formulation, and the kth method
employs triangular Lagrange finite elements of degree k-+2 augmented by bub-
ble functions of degree k+ 3 for both the displacement and rotation variables,
and discontinuous piecewise polynomials of degree k for the shear and mem-
brane stresses. This method can be implemented in terms of the displacement
and rotation variables alone, as the minimization of an altered energy func-
tional over the space mentioned. The alteration consists of the introduction of
a weighted local projection into part, but not all, of the shear and membrane
energy terms of the usual Naghdi energy. The relative error in the method,
measured in a norm which combines the H! norm of the displacement and ro-
tation fields and an appropriate norm of the shear and membrane stress fields,
converges to zero with order k-1 uniformly with respect to the shell thickness
for smooth solutions, at least under the assumption that certain geometrical
coeflicients in the Nagdhi model are replaced by piecewise constants.

1. INTRODUCTION

A number of important variational problems of mechanics involve an internal
energy functional of the form ) +e~2E; with € a parameter that may become small.
For example, the displacement energy of an isotropic, linearly elastic material has
this form, where £ and Es give the contributions to the energy due to the deviatoric
and dilational strains, respectively, and € = /1 — 2v with v the Poisson ratio (so €
is small for nearly incompressible materials). A second example is provided by the
Reissner—Mindlin model of plate bending. In this case, E; represents the elastic
energy due to bending and Fy that due to transverse shear. The small parameter
€ is the plate thickness. A third example is given by the Koiter shell model, with
the decomposition this time corresponding to energy due to bending and that due
to membrane stresses, and € again representing the thickness. The case considered
in this paper is the shell model of Naghdi [14], [15]. Here, E; again represents
the elastic energy due to bending while Ey is now the sum of the contributions
to the energy due to transverse shear and that due to membrane stresses. More
information on these models can be found in many texts, e.g., [5], [12], [18].
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When the finite element method is used to discretize a problem of this sort,
that is, when the total energy—which is the internal energy plus that due to the
loading—is minimized over a finite element space, the convergence of the method
will typically deteriorate as € becomes small. In fact, for many standard choices
of finite element spaces there is no convergence uniform in € as the mesh is refined
(although it is certainly true that for any fixed e the discrete solution converges
to the exact solution). In practice, one sees a large discretization error when € is
small, even for quite refined meshes. Indeed, in many practical computations it
may well be impossible to achieve an acceptable level of error using standard finite
elements. This phenomenon of growing discretization error as e decreases is referred
to as locking. For the problem of nearly incompressible elasticity, the term Poisson
locking is used. For the Reissner-Mindlin model, one speaks of shear locking, and
for the Koiter shell model, membrane locking. In the case of the Naghdi shell model
studied in this paper both shear and membrane locking enter.

The usual approaches to circumventing locking are the use of special finite ele-
ment spaces and/or the alteration of the energy form. These techniques are often
equivalent to the use of stable elements for a mixed variational reformulation of the
problem. There is a considerable literature devoted to the development and math-
ematical justification of locking-free finite elements. For Poisson locking, which
is closely related to the limiting Stokes problem, many locking-free methods are
known. Cf. [11] or [7]. For the Reissner-Mindlin plate, several methods have been
proven to be free of locking in recent years [2], [7, Ch. 7]. However, as far as we
know, very little mathematical analysis has been done for locking in shell prob-
lems. In the pioneering paper [16] some methods are analyzed in the special case of
bending-dominated cylindrical shells. The results are illuminating, but also quite
discouraging; in particular, for low-order methods convergence is shown only for
tensor product meshes. In spite of its importance, the problem of finding numerical
methods for shells that can be mathematically proven to be locking-free is still wide
open.

In this paper we present a sequence of mixed finite element methods for the
Naghdi shell, one for each positive integer order, which we conjecture to be locking-
free in that the relative error in the numerical solution tends to zero with an order
limited only by the approximation properties of the finite elements and the smooth-
ness of the solution, but which is uniform with respect to the shell thickness. While
we have not proved this in general, we prove it to be the case under the assump-
tion that the coefficients which enter the internal energy expression are piecewise
constant functions. This assumption, which is very restrictive, is motivated by our
technique of analysis. We do not believe that it is necessary. The exact statement
of the result is given in §4, where its interpretation is discussed more fully. In par-
ticular the norm we use to measure the approximation error couples the primitive
variables of the Naghdi model (displacement and rotation) with auxilliary stress
variables. It may happen that the relative error in the primitive variables alone
does not tend to zero with optimal order, uniformly in the plate thickness. As
discussed in that section, in the case of bending-dominated shell problems, the case
for which locking is generally considered to be most troublesome, there is uniform
convergence of the relative error in the primitive variables. However, this may not
occur for membrane-dominated problems, and so our methods may not be appro-
priate for such problems.
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The mixed formulation we introduce is not quite the standard one. It is based
on a splitting of the shear and membrane energy terms so that part of each of these
terms is included with the bending energy term before passing to the mixed formu-
lation. It turns out that this minor alteration to the standard mixed formulation
renders the development of stable mixed elements much simpler. This idea, which,
in the limiting case of zero plate thickness, reduces to the use of an augmented
Lagrangian, has appeared before in many contexts. For scalar second-order elliptic
problems it can be found in [8]. We applied it to the Reissner-Mindlin plate in [1]
as did Zhou in [17]. For an application to an orthotropic heat flow problem, see [4].
In the context of shells, this idea is mentioned in [16]; cf. (4.10) and Remaik 4.1 in
that paper. '

Of course there is a vast literature on the numerical approximation of shells, and
many works are concerned, either explicitly or implicitly, with the development of
accurate, locking-free methods, even if no mathematical theory is available. Rather
than selectively reference that literature, we refer the reader to the books [5], [12],
[18].

The organization of the paper is as follows. In the next section we present the
Naghdi model and the mixed formulation for it. In §3 a simple abstract framework
is presented in preparation for the analysis of §4. In that section, the finite element
methods are presented and the uniform convergence in € is proved.

2. THE NAGHDI SHELL MODEL AND A MIXED FORMULATION

We employ the convention that Greek indices range over 1 and 2 and Latin indices
over 1, 2, and 3. Products containing repeated indices (which will always occur as
a subscript and a superscript) are summed. Thus, for example, b = a"‘ﬂbﬂi means
that b¢ = a®lby; +a%?by; for i = 1,2,3 and o = 1,2. We use overarrows to indicate
3-vectors, undertildes to indicate 2-vectors, and double undertildes to indicate 2 x 2

symmetric tensors. Thus v= (v3), v = (vy), and A = (Aap) With Ao = Aga-
For simplicity we suppose that the middle surface of the shell can be represented

by a single chart. Let Q2 be a bounded open set in R? with closure { and let r be
a smooth one-to-one mapping of Q2 into R3, for which the vectors

S0 . ar
VT 0z TP 922
are linearly independent at each point of Q. Then for each z € Q, the vectors a_i(:z;)

and ay(x) define a basis for the tangent space to the midsurface S = r({) at the

point 7:(3:) We also set

e

Bl lay x a;|,
which is a unit normal vector at ;(x), so that the vectors a_;(:c), a;(x), a:;,(x) form
a basis for R3. We let t denote th; shell thickness, so that tTle sheﬁ occu;ies the
region

{;(x) + a:3a;(a:) |z €Q,—t/2 <2 <t/2} CR3.
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The first and second fundamental forms of the midsurface are defined by the
2 x 2-matrix-valued functions given by

- - -~ r - da, -~ Oay
Go0 = o103, bap =03 fags =8 gop = 0 Gep

The last equality follows from the orthogonality of a; and a;. Note that both
fundamental forms are symmetric in a and . We also define the inverse matrix to
(a63) denoting its components by a®?. Setting a® = a®ag, we have a®® = @ .aP.
Multiplication by a®® raises indices on other tensors as well, so ao‘ﬁb,gy = b
Finally, we let a denote the determinant of the matrix (a.g), a never-vanishing

function on €, so that if f : § — R is any function, then [g f = [, f(r(z))vadz.

For an arbitrary displacement field u= (u;) and rotation field 6 = (6,) with
u;, 0o € H(Q), define the change of curvature tensor T, the transverse shear strain
tensor ®, and the membrane strain tensor A by

-

1
(1) YTop(u,8) = 5[0045 + 0p1a — b3 (uy|g — bygus) — bi(Uyja — byaus)]

1
= 51006 +0p.a — b3 (uy 5 — T2 5us)
- bg(u%a — anu,s) + blb75U3] — Fgﬁa,s,
(2) @a(u,0) = ugjq + bUy + 0o = Ug o + blty + Oa,

-

1 1
(3) Aaﬁ(u) = i(uaw + ’u,,g|a) - baﬁu;3 = §(ua,ﬁ + u,g’a) - I“;ﬁu,s - bag’u,g,

wh;re the Christoffel symbol I'?; := ab - Bap9z°.
et

E
(4) a8 = I—_—;i(a""*aﬁ‘5 + va®*Pa?%),

with £ > 0 and v € (0,1/2) denoting the Young’s modulus and Poisson ratio of
the material. Let I'y denote a nonempty subset of 92 and set

HE, ={ve H(Q)|vlr, =0}, V={(9)|vi,va€H},}.

The norm in V is given by ||u, |2, = ||v||? + ||¢||?. The Naghdi model determines

(1;, 0) as the minimizer over V of the energy functional

E(v,¢)= EP+ES+EM+ E*

3 a’Pré - -
= 9 Q‘—ﬁ-‘raﬁ(v,%’)rw(”,}é)\/adf
©) bl aes_E o, 0 0)0s0 d
+§/Qa M +0) oV, 9)®p(v,9)Vadz

+% / a®® A o3(V)Ays(v)Vada — £ / fivivadz.
Q ~ Q ~
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Here, t3 fi(;i denotes the resultant of the applied forces on the middle surface.
Equivalently, (u,8) € V is determined by the weak equations

B8 - - - -
/Cb—lg—Taﬁ(u,O)Tw(v,w)\/de+t_2/a"‘ﬁ D, (u, 0)®p(v,9)Vadx
o b b4 ~ ho z ~

E
P / PN (1) A (9)/a d = / Fiug/ads for all (3,0) € V.
Q ~ Q ~ ~

To define a mixed formulation, we set

E -

$o = (t77 - Co)m@a(u, 6),

(6) , . -
A = (572 = 0) 72— [ () + 2,50% Ao ()]

and seek pairs (1:, 0) € V and (9, ) ewW :={ ( 2 X) | Tas Xap € L*(2) } such that

(7) A(u, 0;9,9) + B(v,%; ¢, )) = F(v) for all (v,) € V,
- 2
(8) B(u,0;n,%) — 30(8,257,) =0 for all (n,x) € W.
~ N 1—cot ~or SR =

o Yas (i, )Y s(i, ) A
+c0/naaﬁ2(—115;1j—)<1>a(ﬁ, 0)@p(v,9)Vads
+eco /Q a0 A5 (u)Ass (v)Vada,
)= [0 waGomavads + [ 0 hap@nsvads,
)= [ gunavads + [ @ rapasvads,
(12) F@) = | fuvads.

(10) B(v 1£ i,

ZZX

(11) C(g, Aim

ZZ;<

Aside from the factor of t 72 —cg, ¢ and A represent the transverse shear stresses and

membrane stresses, respectively (note that a®a® X\ = (£72 — ¢)a®P"8 Agp(u)).
The quantity cp, which has the units of reciprocal of the square of length, is an
arbitrary positive constant, independent of ¢. It may be chosen, for example, to be
the reciprocal of the area of the middle surface of the plate. Different values could
be taken for the two separate occurrences in equation (6). By insisting that ¢ be
positive, rather than making the more usual choice ¢y = 0, we obtain the following
result, which greatly simplifies the development of stable mixed finite elements. For
a proof see [6].

Lemma 1. The bilinear form A is an inner product on V and the corresponding
norm is equivalent to the H' norm.
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3. AN ABSTRACT STABILITY RESULT

In this section, in which the notation is independent of the others, we let V and
W denote Hilbert spaces, and suppose that we are given three bounded bilinear
forms

A: VXV -oR, B:VxW-R, C:WxW-R,

a bounded linear form F' : V — R, and a parameter ¢ € (0,1). We consider the
abstract problem:

Problem A¢. Find u € V, p € W such that
A(u,v) + B(v,p) = F(v) forallveV,
B(u,q) — €’C(p,q) =0  for allw € W.

We shall denote the bounds on the bilinear forms by || A||, || B||, and ||C||. More-
over, we shall assume that A and C are positive definite, so there exist positive
constants ¢; and ¢y for which ‘A(v,v) > ¢1]jv]|?, and C(w,w) > c|jw||%, for all
v €V and w € W. We define a seminorm on W by

gl = sup 209
oS5 Telly

so that [|¢ll < |IBIllllgllw. The following theorem follows easily from the Lax-
Milgram lemma applied to the positive definite form

((w,p), (v,9)) — A(u,v) + B(v,p) — B(u,q) + €C(p,q),

the obvious choice of test functions, and the definition of the seminorm.

for all g € W,

Theorem 2. There exists a unique solution u, p to Problem A€. Moreober, there
is a constant C' depending only on ||A[l, |C||, c1 and ca, for which

l[ellv + lllpll + €llpllw < CIFv-.

Now let V;, € V and W), C W denote finite-dimensional subspaces, and consider
the discrete problem:

Problem A5,. Find up € Vi, pr, € W), such that
A(up,v) + B(v,pp) = F(v) for all v € Vj,
B(uh,q) — €C(pr,q) =0  for all w € W,

Theorem 3. There exists a unique solution up, py to Problem Aj. Moreover,
there is a constant C depending only on ||Al|, || B, l|C|l, ¢1 and ¢z, for which

le = ually +elp —pallw < C inf (7 llu—vllv +llp = gll + €llp — gllw)-
4EW,

Proof. Existence and uniqueness is again a direct consequence of the Lax-Milgram
lemma. To get the estimate, we note that for any u* € V}, and p* € W}, we have

(13) A(Uh - U*,U) + B('U,Ph —p*)
= A(u —u*,v) + B(v,p—p*) forallveV,
(14) B(uh - U*,Q) - E2C(ph _p*,Q)

= B(u—u*,q) — C(p—p*,q) for all ¢ € W,
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Choosing v = up — u*, ¢ = pr, — p* and subtracting (14) from (13), we get

(15)  ellun —ull + c2éllpn — 1"l
<N Alllle = w*llvllun = w*llv + llun — w*[lvlilp — 2|
+11Blllw = wllvlion = p*llw + ElIC1l1Ip — p*llw lpn — 2" llw-

We easily deduce that

llun — w*|lv + ellpn — p*llw < Cle Hlu —u*|lv + [lp — p*|Il + €llp — p*llw),

and then the desired estimate follows from the triangle inequality. O

Notice that the estimates provided for & — u and p — pp, in Theorem 3 are not
uniform in e. To obtain uniform estimates, we need a stability hypothesis. Namely,
we shall assume that there exists v, > 0 for which

(16) sup B(v,q)
o#vevi vllv

> mllgll - for all g € Wi

‘We then obtain a quasi-optimal estimate uniformly in e.

Theorem 4. There ezists a constant C depending only on ||A||, ||C|l, c1, c2, and
Yh, for which '

llw = unlly +llp = pall + ellp = prllw < € f (lu=vlly +llp — gl + ellp — gllw).-
qgeEWh

Proof. With the same choice of test functions as in the proof of the previous theo-
rem, but treating the term B(u — u*, py, — p*) differently, we get

cillun = u*|f3 + c2€®llpn — p* |3
< Allllw = wllv ljun — wllv + llun — w*llvilip — 2"l
+ |lu — w*|lvlllpn — p*ll + €ICllIp — p*llw llpr — p*lw-

Further, from (13) and (16) we have
Yaullpr = p*lll < I Allllun — v llv + [ Allllw — w*llv + lllp — 2",
and so
llpr — p*[ll < C(llun — u*llv + llu — w*{lv + lllp — p*|I)-
Combining these estimates, we get

lun = u*llv + llpr = P + €llpn — p*llw
< C(llu—u*llv + llp— p"lll + €llp — p"[lw),

from which the theorem follows. O
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4. FINITE ELEMENTS FOR THE NAGHDI SHELL

Our goal is now to discretize the mixed formulation of the Naghdi shell model
presented in §2 and analyze the error in the framework of §3. We take the spaces
V and W and the forms A, B, C, and F as defined in §2 and set € = t/v/1 — cot2 =
O(t). Clearly, the forms are all bounded and C is positive definite. In light of
Lemma 1, A is positive definite as well. Hence, Theorem 2 gives the well-posedness
of the mixed formulation, and for any choice of finite element spaces V}, C V and
Wy C W, Theorem 3 gives a convergence result. However, we wish to obtain a
convergence estimate which is uniform in ¢, and so want to apply Theorem 4. This
requires that we find finite element spaces satisfying (16) with -y, bounded below
by a positive constant independent of h.

To do so, we henceforth assume that € is a polygon which is triangulated by a
regular sequence of triangulations 7 indexed by the meshsize h. (By regular, we
mean that there is a positive lower bound for all the angles of all the triangles in
all the triangulations, but we do not assume quasi-uniformity.) The set I'y where
Dirichlet boundary conditions are imposed is assumed to be a union of edges of
triangles in each 7. We use the notation Px(T") for the set of functions on T which
are the restrictions of polynomials of degree no greater than k and define

Li(Th) = {v e H' Q)| vlr € Pu(T) for all T € T },
Bi(Th) = {ve LYT) |ve HY(T) forall T € Ty, }.
For the shell problem we shall take

Vi ={(0,9) € V|vi, 9 € L} 15(Th) + Brys(Th) },
Wh - {( 7X) € W"’?aaXaﬂ € Lk(’ﬁl) }7

where k is any fixed nonnegative integer (this method shall turn out to converge
with order k + 1 in H! for displacement and rotation). That is, we use Lagrange
finite elements of degree k + 2 augmented by bubble functions of one degree higher
for the components of the displacement and rotation, and discontinuous piecewise
polynomials of degree k for the components of the shear and membrane stresses.
The nodal diagrams for this element choice are shown in Figure 1.

Before proceeding to the analysis, we discuss briefly the implementation of this
method. The stress unknowns may be eliminated analytically from the discrete
equations, giving a finite element method involving only the displacements and

'Um a Ca; afB Uz, o Cav af

FIGURE 1. Degrees of freedom for displacements and rotations and
for shear stresses and membrane stresses in the cases £k = 0 and
k=1
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rotations. Specifically, let
Py {nlna € LXQ)} — {n|na € L}(Th) }

denote the orthogonal projection with respect to the inner product

(¢,m) = /Q a*’¢ansv/adz
and, similarly, let
P {xIxap € LX)} = { x| Xas € Li(Th) }

denote the orthogonal projection with respect to the inner product

(;\‘,)é)k—-)/;aa’yaﬁ&)\aﬁxl;g\/(—ldic.

From the discrete version of (8) we deduce that

¢ =(t7%—co)

1 i — (+72 _ 2A%(
~h 2(1 + I/) Phg)(uha g‘h)’ éh (t CO)Phé (uh),

where

x 7 E i « -
Avé(“h) = m[Avé(uh) +vaysa 6Aaﬁ(“h)}'

It then follows from the discrete version of (7) that (ﬁh, 0h) can be determined as

the minimizer over V}, of the altered energy functional
En(v,9) = EP + cot?ES + (1 — cot®) Ef + oo’ EM + (1 — cot?)EM + E-,

where EZ, ES, EM | and E' are defined in (5) and E} and EM are derived from
E® and EM by replacing ¢ and A by Pﬁiﬁ and P?A, respectively. The insertion of
such projections and other reduction operators into energy terms subject to locking
is known in the engineering literature as “selective reduced integration.” Since we
introduce the projections into only part of the shear and membrane energy terms,
our method may be described as “partial selective reduced integration.”

We now turn to the major task of this paper, the verification of (16) for the
elements just introduced. Unfortunately, in order to do so, we need to make an
assumption on the coeflicients entering into the bilinear form B. Namely, we as-
sume that each of the quantities a3, bag, and T', 5 belong to L3(T3), that is, they
are piecewise constant. Of course this assumption is very restrictive. It is intro-
duced only because it is necessary for the numerical analysis. We conjecture that
this restriction is a consequence of the technique of proof, and that in fact it is
unnecessary. With this restriction, we are able to prove our main result.

Theorem 5. Assume that a®?, byg, Fgﬁ belong to LY(7r), and let a denote the
determinant of (ans), (a®?) the inverse matriz, and b = a"Pb,s. Define forms
A, B, C, and F by (1)—(4) and (9)—(12), where f* € L*(Q), E > 0, v € (0,1/2),
& >0, andt € (0,1/1/co). Then there exist unique pairs (1;, g) €V and (f’ A ew

satisfying (7) and (8), and unique pairs (ﬂh, Oh) €V, and (th, /N\h) € Wy, satisfying
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the same equations with the test functions restricted to Vi, and Wy,. Moreover, there
exists a constant C independent of h, t, and f such that

d— i+ 10 -0 hi+llg—¢ A=A Il +tlg - f2 =2
=l 410 =0 I+l =g A=A ll+tlg—¢ llo+t1A=2 llo

<O inf (lu—vl+10 %l + e - 7.A — xll + ¢l ~ gllo + 12 — xlo),

v,P)EVh
(1, X)E€Wh
where
B(v,431, %)
i, xlIl := (vi:l)lév "l
Since |||n, x||| <oyt \ ")) we immediately get kth-order convergence uni-

form in ¢ for smooth solutions.
Corollary 6. Under the hypotheses of the theorem we have
A7) Ju—uplls +16 =0 litllg =4 2= A I+l = llo+tI2 =2 Il
< CR** ™ (lullirz + 18]ln+2 + 19llsr + A1),

where the constant C does not depend on h,.t, or f

Before turning to the proof of Theorem 5 and Corollary 6, we discuss their
interpretation. Let U denote the solution (u 9,9, ) and set

U1 = lall + 1011 + g, All + ¢l llo + ¢l Alo

Similarly, define Uy, to be the discrete solution. Then |U| is bounded above and be-
low by positive constants uniformly in ¢, and, assuming that the solution is smooth
enough that the norms on the right-hand side of (17) remain bounded uniformly
in t, the error |U — Uy| is uniformly of the order O(h**1). In particular, the rela-
tive error (U — U |/|U| tends to zero as fast as is permitted by the approximation
properties of the finite element spaces used, that is with O(h¥*1), uniformly in t¢.
In this sense we have indeed shown our method to be free of locking. However, this
statement may be misleading, so we comment on several .aspects of it.

First, from the point of view of approximation order; our choice of elements
is unbalanced. The finite element space for displacement and rotation contains
all Lagrange elements of degree k + 2, and so is capable of approximating the
displacements and rotations with order k+2 in H', but, because of the lower order
of approximation of the elements used for the stress fields, only convergence of
order k + 1 is obtained. In fact, the shape functions of degree greater than k + 1
for displacement and rotation are used to achieve. stability rather than .accurate
approximation. An analogous situation is the use of quadratic shape functions for
velocity in the P,—Py Stokes element. A careful reading of the analysis below shows
that we can reduce the space used for the rotation variables to L}, (74) + Bi+2(7n)
and still retain stability, but this is not possible for the displacement variables.
Actually, our choice of elements was made primarily for the relative simplicity of
the stability analysis which follows. It is likely that with a more sophisticated
analysis, for example one employing macroelement techniques, better balanced and
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more economical elements could be shown to be stable for the mixed formulation
of this paper.

Second, while the norm ||| - || in which we measure the stresses arises naturally
from the shell problem, it is not easy to interpret it concretely, and its exact rela-
tionship to Sobolev norms depends on the geometry of the shell and the boundary
conditions. Thus, the significance of the t-independent bound on the error in the
stress variables is unclear.

Third, while it cannot happen under our scaling that |U| tends to zero with ¢, it
may well happen that ||12||1 + ||0]|1 tends to zero. This is the case of a membrane-

doimninated shell problem. In this case our results, which couple the displacement
and stress errors, do not establish convergence of the displacement-rotation relative
error :

lu—uplls + 18 = 8l
ull + 1011

uniformly in ¢. However, locking is generally considered a problem mostly in the
case of bending-dominated shell problems, i.e., problems for which Hu|[1 remains
bounded away from zero as t tends to zero, and our results do imply uniform
convergence rates for the displacement and rotation in that case.

Fourth, the right-hand side of (17) cannot be expected to remain bounded as
t tends to zero. The analogous quantity for the Reissner-Mindlin plate model
is known to become unbounded, owing to boundary layers, as has been analyzed
thoroughly in [3]. No such analysis yet exists for the Naghdi shell model. This lack
of uniform regularity of the solution will preclude uniform O(h*¥*!) convergence
of the numerical method except under special conditions (e.g., periodic problems).
This difficulty, however, is quite distinct from the locking problem treated in this
paper. In any case, Theorem 5 shows that the finite element solution provides
the best approximation that the regularity of the solution allows, uniformly with
respect to t. Moreover, when the presence of boundary layers precludes the optimal
rates of convergence uniform in ¢, it is still possible that such convergence occurs on
interior subdomains. Interior convergence results of this sort have been established
for some Reissner—Mindlin plate elements in [10] and [13]. We also mention that by
analyzing more carefully the norm || - ||, instead of simply bounding it by the: L?
norm, the norm on the solution which appears on the right-hand side of (17) can
probably be replaced with a weaker one (but generally not by one that is bounded
uniformly in t). Cf. the use of the Helmholtz Theorem to treat the analogous term
in the Reissner-Mindlin plate model [2].

We now turn to the proof of Theorem 5. In view of Theorem 4, it suffices to
establish the following lemma. ‘ '

Lemma 7. Under the hypotheses of the theorem there exists a positive number vy
independent of h for which

B(v,957,%) ,
(18) sup —=————2>1n, xll for all (n,x) € Wh.
Gwev. 0¥l =
Proof. Suppose that we can construct a hnear operator

(19) h : Hp, — Lk+2(77z) n Ht, + Bi13(Th)
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for which
(20) lmpv)ls < Cllvlly for all v € H%d,
with C independent of h and such that

(21) /(v — Tpv)pds

=/(v—7rhv)pda:=0 forallee &, T € Ty, vEH%d, p € Pp(T),
. o

where &£, denotes the set of all edges of triangles in 7. Note that it follows from
Green’s theorem and (21) that

/T(v ——mm)yapdg =0 foralT €T, vE H%d, p € Pp(T),

as well. Therefore, if we define II;, : V — V}, by Hh(zj, P) = ((mhvy), (Theda)), we
have

B(Hh({;,%);g,;g) = B(J,%J;Q,é) for all (Q, )zg) e Wy
and
T4 (3, ¥)lv < Collo, %llv
with Cp independent of h. Then, given ( )z() € Wp, we may choose (17, zi)) eV for
which
B(v, i1, )
o, ¢llv

(which is possible by the definition of the seminorm) and bound the left-hand side
of (18) below by

B(Hh(azé);g,;c) B(v,¥inx) BO.viny)
L == >~ F
M@, 9)lv 0@l ~ Collv,wly ~ 260 ~'%

so the lemma holds with v = 1/(2C)).
It remains to construct the operator 7 satisfying (19)—(21), which we do in four
steps. First, let m, : Hf,, — L1(7,) N H}, satisfy

v

1
3l xll

~

(22) v —7hvllo.r + hrllv — 7v| 1 < Chrlvll;# forall T € Tp,v € H%d.

Here, hr denotes the diameter of the triangle T, and T denotes the union of the

triangles in 75, which meet T'. The construction of such an operator is described in
[9]. Second, define

ﬂ-}ll : Hll:‘d - Ll{:-{-?(’];l) N Hlld

by the conditions 7}v = 0 at all vertices of all triangles in 7}, and

(23) /(v-—w,llv)pds:o for all e € &, veH%d,PE Pr(e),

L(v~wiv)pdg=0 for aIlTE'Z?L,véH%d, p € Pr_1(T).
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By a straightforward scaling argument we obtain
(24)
v — miollor + hrllv — mhollir < C(|vllor + hrllvlli,r) for all T € Th,v € HE,.

Third, define 7}, : Hf, — Bi13(7n) by
(25) /T(v—w,zlv)pd§=0 for allTe?},,vEH%d,pEPk(T).

For this operator, scaling gives
(26) v — 72vllo.z + hrllv — 72v|lir < Cllvllor  for all T € Ty, v € Hi,,.
Finally, we set
(27) TR = v + mh (v — Tow) + TE[v — Thv — Tk (v — TH)].
From (22), (24), and (26) we deduce that
Imnollir < Cllvll, 7 forallve Ht,, T € Th,

and (21) follows immediately, while (20) follows from (23), (25), and (27). This
completes the proof of Lemma 7, and so of Theorem 5. O
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