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Summary: The reactions of arylboronic acids with trans-
PtPh(I)(PMe2Ph)2 afford new arylboronato platinum
complexes, trans-PtPh(OB(OH)Ar)(PMe2Ph)2, and dia-
rylplatinum complexes, trans-PtPh(Ar)(PMe2Ph)2.

Transmetalation of arylboronic acid with the com-
plexes of late transition metals, Pd,1 Rh,2 and Pt,3 is
involved as a crucial step in synthetic organic reactions
such as the cross-coupling and 1,4-addition reactions
catalyzed by these metals. There have been only a few
reports on the stoichiometric transmetalation of aryl-
boronic acids with organotransition-metal complexes,
although transmetalation of organomagnesium and
organoaluminum compounds provides a common route
to the alkyl and aryl complexes of transition metals.
Arylpalladium halogeno complexes undergo transmeta-
lation by arylboronic acids to produce diarylpalladium
complexes in the presence of a base such as OH- or
Ag2O. This reaction has been studied in relation to the
mechanism of the cross-coupling reaction catalyzed by
the Pd complexes. The added base is proposed to have
a dual role in the transmetalation: activation of the
B-C bond of the arylboronic acid and of the Pd-halogen
bond of the complex.4,5 A dicationic palladium complex
with labile MeCN ligands, [Pd(dppe)(NCMe)2]2+, reacts
with arylboronic acid without addition of base to yield
a complex with a Pd-Ph bond.6 PtCl2(P(OAr)3)2 also
catalyzes the cross-coupling reaction of arylboronic acids
with aryl halides, which probably involves a transmeta-
lation reaction.3 Studies on the stoichiometric reaction
of arylboronic acids with Pt complexes would reveal
detailed mechanisms of transmetalation using Pt com-
plexes. In this paper, we report the reaction of aryl-
boronic acids with a phenylplatinum iodo complex in the
presence of base and isolation of a new type of plati-

num(II) complex having an arylboronato (O-B(OH)-
Ar) ligand.7

The reactions of ArB(OH)2 (Ar ) C6H4OMe-4, C6H4-
OMe-2) with trans-PtPh(I)(PMe2Ph)2 in the presence of
Ag2O and H2O produce the diarylplatinum complexes,
trans-PtPh(Ar)(PMe2Ph)2 (1a, Ar ) C6H4OMe-4; 1b, Ar
) C6H4OMe-2), at room temperature (24-72 h), as
shown in Scheme 1. Reaction i includes intermolecular
transfer of the aryl group from B to Pt.

The reaction mixtures after 4-6 h contain new Pt
complexes with an arylboronate ligand, trans-PtPh(OB-
(OH)Ar)(PMe2Ph)2 (2a, Ar ) C6H4OMe-4; 2b, Ar )
C6H4OMe-2). Figure 1 shows the molecular structures
of 1a and 2a determined by X-ray crystallography.8 Both
complexes have typical square-planar geometry around
the Pt(II) center. The Pt-C bond distance of 2a
(2.000(9) Å) is shorter than those of 1a (2.095(6) and
2.096(6) Å), which is ascribed to the trans influence of
the aryl ligand being greater than that of the aryl-
boronate ligand. The geometry of 2a with the aryl-
boronato and phenyl ligands at mutually trans positions
renders the Pt-O bond (2.094(6) Å) longer than those
of the previously reported alkoxoplatinum complexes.9
The B-O1 bond length (1.32(1) Å) is slightly shorter
than B-O2 (1.39(1) Å), and both distances fall into the
distance of triangular BO3 groups of the organoboron
compounds.10 Complexes 2a and 2b, once isolated, are
stable in solution; the 1H and 31P{1H} NMR spectra do
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not change for 24 h at room temperature. The 1H NMR
spectra contain an apparent triplet due to virtual
coupling at 1.18-1.30 ppm. The 31P{1H} and 11B NMR
spectra of 2a and 2b in C6D6 exhibit signals with
reasonable positions and coupling constants (δP -3.36
for 2a (J(PtP) ) 2890 Hz) and -2.36 for 2b (J(PtP) )
3002 Hz); δB 29.64 for 2a and 28.27 for 2b). Figure 2
depicts the change in amounts of the complexes during
reaction i using (4-methoxyphenyl)boronic acid. The
starting complex trans-PtPh(I)(PMe2Ph)2 is consumed
and converted into a mixture of 2a and uncharacterized
Pt complexes.11,12 Further reaction leads to the forma-
tion of 1a almost quantitatively.

Ag2O may play dual roles in the reactions of Scheme
1: abstraction of the iodo ligand from the starting
complex and activation of the arylboronate ligand. Since
OH- could coordinate to the B center of the arylboronate
bonded to Pt and activate the B-C bond, the reaction
of OH- with 2a was conducted. Stirring a THF solution
of 2a, 4-methoxyphenylboronic acid, and TBAOH- (TBA
) NBu4

+) in a 1:1.5:1.6 molar ratio produces a mixture
of the phenylplatinum hydroxo complex PtPh(OH)-
(PMe2Ph)2 and 2a in a 60:40 molar ratio. Since the
reaction mixture of Ag2O with PtPh(I)(PMe2Ph)2 also
forms PtPh(OH)(PMe2Ph)2 in part, this complex may be

involved in the upper reactions of Scheme 1. PtPh(OH)-
(PMe2Ph)2, prepared as shown above, has a trans
structure initially but undergoes isomerization to pro-
duce a mixture of cis and trans isomers during the
reaction.13 Addition of a large excess amount of (4-
methoxyphenyl)boronic acid to the reaction mixture
regenerates 2a via reversible exchange of the OH and
arylboronato ligands in the presence of a base. The
reaction of 2a, (4-methoxyphenyl)boronic acid, and
TBAOH- in a 1:1.5:10 molar ratio forms mixtures of
PtPh(OH)(PMe2Ph)2 and 1a in a 58:62 molar ratio after
3 h and in a 25:75 molar ratio after 36 h. Scheme 2
summarizes the results of the reactions.

A mixture of 2a and (4-methoxyphenyl)boronic acid
in the presence of Ag2O and H2O also produces 1a.
Formation of diarylplatinum complexes requires a base
such as Ag2O or OH-, because leaving a mixture of 2a
and (4-methoxyphenyl)boronic acid in THF does not
produce the diarylplatinum complex at all. Addition of
(2-methoxyphenyl)boronic acid to a THF solution of 2a
results in partial conversion of the complex into 2b via
exchange of the arylboronate ligand, even in the absence
of Ag2O. This ligand exchange makes it difficult to
determine by crossover experiments whether the forma-
tion of 1a from 2a in Scheme 2 is an intramolecular
reaction.

In summary, we succeeded in the isolation of plati-
num complexes that contain a unique arylboronate
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Figure 1. ORTEP drawings of (a) 1a and (b) 2a with 50%
thermal ellipsoid plotting. Hydrogen atoms are omitted for
clarity. Selected distances (Å) and angles (deg) of 1a: Pt-
C1 ) 2.095(6), Pt-C7 ) 2.096(6), Pt-P1 ) 2.283(2), Pt-
P2 ) 2.283(3); P1-Pt-P2 ) 177.84(7), P1-Pt-C1 )
90.1(2), P1-Pt-C7 ) 90.7(2), P2-Pt-C1 ) 88.1(2), P2-
Pt-C7 ) 91.2(2), C1-Pt-C7 ) 179.0(2). Selected distances
(Å) and angles (deg) of 2a: Pt-C1 ) 2.000(9), Pt-O1 )
2.094(6), Pt-P1 ) 2.283(3), Pt-P2 ) 2.277(3); P1-Pt-C1
) 91.6(3), P1-Pt-P2 ) 172.8(1), P1-Pt-O1 ) 87.0(2),
P2-Pt-O1 ) 91.5(2), P2-Pt-C1 ) 89.8(3), C1-Pt-O1 )
178.4(3).

Figure 2. Time profile of the reaction of (4-methoxyphe-
nyl)boronic acid with PhPt(I)(PMe2Ph)2 in the presence of
Ag2O: (O) PtPh(I)(PMe2Ph)2; (0) 1a; (9) 2a. PtPh(I)(PMe2-
Ph)2 (0.16 mmol), Ag2O (0.26 mmol), and (4-methoxy-
phenyl)boronic acid (0.24 mmol) are reacted in THF/H2O
(8 mL/0.4 mL) in the presence of Ph2CH2 (internal stan-
dard, 0.24 mmol). Part of the solution (ca. 0.7 mL) is
transferred to a Schlenk flask periodically. After removal
of the solvent of each sample by evaporation, the product
is characterized by 1H NMR.
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ligand (O-B(OH)-Ar) from the reaction of arylboronic
acid with a phenylplatinum iodo complex. These new
complexes can be regarded as possible intermediates of
the stoichiometric transmetalation of arylboronic acid
with Pt complexes on the basis of the results of the
reactions in Schemes 1 and 2, although a part of the
detailed reaction mechanism remains obscured.
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