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Summary: The two parallel, eight-membered rings of uranocene
were forced to bend upon addition of CN- to giVe the title
compound.

The discovery in 1968 of the uranium compound (η8-C8H8)2U
(1), the first linear sandwich complex of an f element, was a
milestone in the history of actinide chemistry.1,2 This compound,
which was called “uranocene” in reference to ferrocene, boosted
the development of organo-f-element chemistry and induced
much theoretical debate on the nature of the metal–ligand bond.2

The surprisingly great stability of 1 was accounted for by
covalent stabilization originating from overlap of 5f orbitals with
a symmetry-allowed combination of the highest occupied
orbitals in the dianionic ligand.2,3

This novel class of π-sandwich complexes expanded rapidly
with the synthesis of the tetravalent “actinocenes” (η8-C8H8)2An
(An ) Th, Pa, Np, Pu, Am),2,4 (η8-C8H8)2Ce,3a,4 the trivalent
lanthanide derivatives [(η8-C8H8)2Ln]-,5,6 and the multiple-
decker sandwich complexes Lnn(C8H8)m.6,7 Substituted cyclooc-
tatetraenyl dianions8 were used to increase the solubility and
reactivity of these complexes,9 favoring in particular the

characterization of trivalent 5f species.4,10 However, the chemi-
cal transformations of 1 remained disappointingly poor, and this
inertness was explained by the inaccessibility of the uranium
center to supplementary ligands due to the steric constraints
imposed by the two cyclooctatetraenyl rings. This situation was
observed with all the π-sandwich compounds of the type (η8-
C8H8)2M, and no example of a [(η8-C8H8)2M(L)]q- derivative
(L ) neutral or anionic ligand) was reported, whatever the
charge, oxidation state, or nature of the metal center; therefore,
it is a generally accepted idea that a bis(η8-C8H8) complex
cannot adopt a bent configuration.

In face of the rather limited chemistry of 1 and substituted
uranocenes, the half-sandwich complexes of the type (η8-
C8H8)AnX2(L)n opened new vistas for cyclooctatetraenyl-actinide
chemistry. Among the various synthetic routes to such com-
pounds,11 the displacement of one C8H8

2- ligand of 1 by anionic
ligands such as NR2

- and OR- 11e suggests the formation of
the anionic transient intermediate [(η8-C8H8)2UX]-. It seemed
to us that such compounds could be detectable or attainable by
the use of ligands with suitable size and strong coordinating
capacity. That the cyanide ion fulfills these criteria was recently
demonstrated by the reaction of the bent metallocenes Cp*2UX2

(Cp* ) η5-C5Me5, X ) OTf, I) with NR4CN leading to
[Cp*2U(CN)5][NR4]3 (eq 1),12 which represents a novel type
of linear metallocene containing auxiliary ligands in its equato-
rial girdle.13

Here we report that the cyanide ion is an efficient and
convenient wedge for bending the linear uranocene 1 toward
the formation of the monoanionic derivative [(η8-C8H8)2U-
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(CN)][NR4] (R ) Et (2), nBu (2′)), which is the first complex
with two η8-C8H8 ligands in a bent configuration.

Addition of slightly less than 1 molar equiv of NEt4CN to a
suspension of 1 in pyridine at 50 °C gave rapidly a clear solution
of color varying from green to red upon lighting conditions,
from which thin brown needles of 2 crystallized on cooling to
room temperature (eq 2);14 after evaporation of the mother
liquor, another crop of 2 was obtained, leading to a total yield
of 86%. The 1H NMR spectrum of 2 in pyridine-d5 exhibits a
singlet at δ -32.18 (16 H) characteristic of a C8H8 ligand bound
to uranium(IV) and two signals at δ +4.49 (8 H) and +1.96
(12 H) due to a single NEt4

+ group. The narrow resonance of
the C8H8 ligand in 2 is shifted downfield by comparison with
the broad signal at δ -37.65 for 1.

While the IR vibrational frequency of the cyanide ion in
NEt4CN is 2050 cm-1,10c the infrared spectrum of 2 displays a
strong ν(CN) stretching frequency at 2073 cm-1, suggesting
the absence of π-back-bonding from the U4+ ion to the cyanide
ligand. This value is relatively low when compared with the
corresponding absorptions in other uranium(IV) cyanido com-
pounds, 2091 cm-1 in [Cp*2U(CN)5][NEt4]3, 2134 cm-1 in
Cp*2U(CN)2, and 2053 and 2188 cm-1 in [Cp*2U(CN)3]-
[NEt4],12b indicating a weaker σ-donating interaction. The strong
bands in the 600–1000 cm-1 region can be assigned to the
(cyclooctatetraenyl)uranium(IV) linkage.5,11a

The structure of the anion in 2 (Figure 1)15 shows the
coordination of a single carbon-bound cyanide ligand in the
equatorial girdle of a bent “uranocene”. In contrast with the
[(η8-C8H8)2M]q- (q ) 0, 1) complexes, where the Cnt-M-Cnt
angles (Cnt ) ring centroid) deviate from linearity by a

maximum of 4°, the (η8-C8H8)2U moiety in 2 adopts an
unprecedented bent configuration with a Cnt-U-Cnt angle
of 153.3°. The Cnt-U-Cnt angle in 2 is identical with the
Cnt-Sc-Cnt angle (152.9(3)°) in the dinuclear compound
Li(THF)2(µ-η4:η4-C8H8)Sc(η8-C8H8),16 where the bridging,
nonplanar C8H8 ligand is η4-coordinated to the metal centers.
This value can be compared with those found in the bent
bis(C5Me5)UIV complexes and mixed-ring (η8-C8HnR8-n)-
(Cp†)AnIV derivatives (An ) U, Th; Cp† ) substituted
cyclopentadienyl), where the Cnt-U-Cnt angles are in the
ranges 127–152 and 125–140°, respectively.17 The two eight-
membered rings in 2 are planar with rms deviations of 0.036
and 0.041 Å and form a dihedral angle of 27.04(10)°. The
average U-C(C8H8) distance of 2.73(2) Å in 2 is larger than
that of 2.648(5) Å in 1, reflecting the variation in the
coordination number and the charge of the complex. The
U-C(CN) distances in 2 (2.626(4) Å) and the linear
metallocene [(C5Me5)2U(CN)5][NEt4]3 (average 2.62(2) Å)12a,b

are identical, being ca. 0.10 Å larger than in the 9-coordinate
tricyanidocomplex[(C5Me5)2U(CN)3][NBu4] (average2.520(16)
Å),12b in agreement with the increase in coordination number.
The C-N distance of 1.158(4) Å is identical with those
measured in the free cyanide anion.18

While it is insoluble in THF and toluene, 2 is soluble in
dichloromethane; dissociation of the cyanide ligand was
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Figure 1. View of the anion [(η8-C8H8)2U(CN)]- in 2. Selected
bond lengths (Å) and angles (deg) (Cnt ) C8H8 centroid):
〈U-C(C8H8)〉 ) 2.73(2), U-C(1) ) 2.626(4), C(1)-N(1) )
1.158(4), U-Cnt(1) ) 2.032, U-Cnt(2) ) 2.033; Cnt(1)-U-Cnt(2)
) 153.3, C(1)-U-Cnt(1) ) 102.5, C1-U-Cnt(2) ) 104.2,
U-C(1)-N(1) ) 177.7(3).
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observed in acetonitrile, leading to crystals of 1. The
quantitative study of the equilibrium between 1 and 2 was
impeded by the poor solubility of the complexes in organic
solvents. A much more soluble analogue of 2 was obtained
by changing the nature of the ammonium salt. The derivative
[(η8-C8H8)2U(CN)][NnBu4] (2′) was prepared in quantitative
yield by addition of 1 mol equiv of NnBu4CN to a suspension
of 1 in THF. In contrast to the anions [(η8-C8H8)UX3]- (X
) OiPr, NR2), which were obtained by treatment of 1 with
3 mol equiv of LiNEt2 or NaOiPr,11e,f addition of excess
NR4CN to a pyridine solution of 2 did not induce the
displacement of the C8H8

2- ligands; the C8H8 NMR signal
of 2 was, however, shifted by 1 ppm to ca. δ -31, but only
crystals of 2 were recovered.

Future investigations are planned in order to extend the variety
of bent (η8-C8H8)2M complexes, by changing either the donor
ligands in the equatorial girdle or the metal and its oxidation
state; theoretical calculations are also in progress.
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