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The usual field theory of spin 0 "nucleons" coupled to vector mesons (or heavy photons) is studied in 
order to find out whether the nucleon lies on a Regge trajectory. Photon-nucleon scattering is examined, to 
each order in the coupling constant, with the highest power of In cos0 retained. It is found that a suitable 
Regge trajectory is generated, but that the nucleon does not lie on it. The nucleon pole term in the scattering 
amplitude corresponds to a fixed singularity in angular momentum. The spin 0 "nucleon" thus behaves 
differently from a particle of spin J. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

IN the previous article1 we have seen that an "elemen­
tary spinor nucleon turns from a fixed singularity in 

the J plane into a moving pole as a result of vector 
meson (or heavy photon) radiative corrections. The 
problem was studied in the approximation of keeping the 
highest power of In cos0 for each power of the coupling 
strength y2. The factoring of the Born approximation 
was crucial in achieving the result. 

Here we study the case of a scalar nucleon in the same 
approximation. We find that in the usual field theory the 
fixed singularity remains, because the Born approxima­
tion does not factor. 

Since there is a nonsense channel with 7 = 0 and the 
quantum numbers of the scalar nucleon, a Regge pole 
of the right kind is generated with a —> 0 as y2 —> 0, but 
the trajectory does not pass through the nucleon. 

An alternative, more complicated field theory can be 
constructed in which the factoring obtains and the 
scalar nucleon lies on the trajectory, but such a theory 
does not seem to be renormalizable in the usual sense. 

In Sec. 2 we discuss the scalar nucleon problem by 
much the same methods applied in II and III to the 
spinor nucleon. The Born approximation is examined 
and used as the starting point of an iteration method 
based on unitarity and analyticity for partial wave 
amplitudes. 

In the subsequent sections, the problem is re-examined 
from a different point of view, that of asymptotic 
unitarity for scattering amplitudes. The method of 
asymptotic unitarity could also be employed for the 
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spinor problem, and it shows directly how the Feynman 
diagrams generate Regge poles. Extensive use is made 
of the Mandelstam representation. 

The fourth-order Mandelstam weight functions are 
first introduced in Sec. 3, but the photon-nucleon 
scattering problem is not taken up immediately. In­
stead, a scalar meson is introduced, coupled to the 
nucleon with coupling parameter g. The amplitudes for 
scalar meson-scalar nucleon scattering (order g2y2) and 
for photoproduction of scalar nucleons (order gyz) are 
discussed. The full spin complications of photon-scalar 
nucleon scattering are postponed to Sec. 5. 

The sixth-order amplitude (g2yA) for scalar meson-
scalar nucleon scattering is treated in Sec. 4, in order to 
illustrate what Feynman diagrams are important in the 
higher orders and what cancellations occur. 

In Sec. 5, the method of asymptotic unitarity is 
developed and applied to photon-nucleon scattering. 

Finally, in Sec. 6, the Feynman diagrams for photon-
nucleon scattering are examined explicitly with the aid 
of asymptotic unitarity and it is shown how to extract 
the highest power of In cos0 for each power of y2. In 
sixth and higher orders, the vanishing of certain sub­
traction constants still has to be proved. 

2. SECOND-ORDER CALCULATION AND 
ANGULAR MOMENTUM BEHAVIOR 

OF COMPTON SCATTERING 

The discussion in this section is parallel to that in 
Sees. 4 and 5 of III. The second-order Feynman ampli­
tude and scattering amplitude / are given by 

and SwWf=M, where 

(2.1) 

911^=7 = - 2 -

mz 

(2pitl—k2fi)(2p2u—kiv) 
•28u 

m* 
(2.2) 
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As in I I I , we work in the gauge where 

€2=€2L—C(€2L'felfe2)/(Al-*2)], 

€l=€lL—[(€iL-*2ftl) /(fel-#2)], 
(2.3) 

&= ly2(s-m*)/8Tk2Wj12, 

- 2 T 2 X 2 { [ ( ^ - ^ 2 ) A ] - ^ } 2 1 1 / 2 

where ez, is the Lorentz gauge (eL-& = 0). Then in the 
high t limit, the middle term of (2.2) does not contribute 
to the / amplitudes. The others are easily calculated, and 
using the definitions given in I I I , Sec. 2: 

87rWa>20-m2) 

?0'=C472X2/87rH7^]i/2. 

8 7 r ^ / 0 0
+ = -

8 x T F / 1 0 + 

2 7
2 X 2 [ ( J - m 2 / & ) - kj 4 7

2 X 2 

O)2 J —OT2 £ 2 

-T 2 - * ) — I - &2s 

87rPF/n+ = -
y2(m2—s) 2y2co2 1 

(2.4) 

We now observe that the first and second columns 
factor separately, but that their sum does not, since 
&>/£ i^6 / /* i \ 

Therefore, in this theory, the nucleon does not lie 
on a trajectory; it fails to become Reggeistic. Instead, 
we have the following behavior: The negative parity 
amplitude FnJ~ is not coupled by unitarity to the other 
three states, and thus generates, according to the work 
of 111, Sec. 3, a trajectory whose imaginary part is 
given bv 

Ima-=72&/47rJ^. (2.8) 

The positive parity states generate a trajectory with 

Imo:+= k (£ i 2 - ?i'2) = T2 (s- m2~ 2a>2)/8irkW, (2.9) 

where the first and second terms of (2.4) come, in our w h i c h a g o b s e r v e d a b o v e ? d o e s n o t p a s s t h r o u g h t h e 

gauge, from the first and third terms of (2.2), respec- n u c l e o n > Further, near J=a, 
tively. The motivation for this separation will emerge 

FnJ+=(l/k)\Tma+/(J-a)l, 

F10
J+ (€o€i—fo'SiO (&>fc-&>'&') ( I m a V £ ) 1 / 2 

SirWfn-^O— 

k2z 

2 7
2 

presently. 
The partial wave amplitudes near / = 0 are then 

evidently 

X2 {l(s-m2)/k2~k}2 X2 

SwWFooJ+= ~ 2 T 2 5JO+4y2—8jo, 
co2 s—m2 k2 

J 

and 

8wWF10
J+ 

jm 

X/s-m2 \V2 1 

(A k / k J 

V2 1 72Xco 1 
2v2 , 

k2 J 

J-a+ (lma+/k)1/2 J~a+ 

ImF 0o / + = Im 
L Ima+/k / 

or "] 

-a+J 
(2.10) 

torWFu'+^y2-
(s-m2) 1 27

2co2 1 
(2.5) 

k2 J 

1 

/ 

In this case, we cannot simply remove the Im from 
the last equation above, since the Born approximation 
limit, where a+/(J—a+) —> 8JQ, would then be in dis­
agreement with Eq. (2.6). Evidently, we achieve agree­
ment by writing 

8wWFn
J-=0+2y2 

J FooJ+-
(&fc-&>'&')2 <*+ (&>'&-&>fc')2 

We observe that the two sets of terms factor sepa­
rately. That is, 

FooJ+=-Ho2djo+U2djo, 

Ima:"V& J—a+ Ima + / ^ 

which, as a —» 0, approaches 

Ima+/k 

-5/o, (2.11) 

5 j o = M - £ o 2 + £ 0 ' 2 ) 

FioJ+ 1 1 
€o€i—h€o'?i'-: 

Jw J J 

Fn
J+=tf/J-£1yj, 

FiiJ~=0+y*/4TrWJ, 

(2-6) 
in agreement with (2.6). 

We therefore find trajectories in the neighborhood of 
J—0, which, however, do not pass through the nucleon 
exactly at / = 0. Consequently, the nucleon remains un-
Reggeized, and the nucleon pole is completely contained 
in the coefficient of 5/o in (2.11). 
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The asymptotic behavior of the / ' s in z may now be 
predicted. I t is evidently 

(&>'&-&>fl')8 (&>$!-&/&02, N + 
/oo+ = ; ; ( - * ) « + , 

Ima+/k Ima+/k 

/ i o + = ( & f i - & , & , ) C ( - « ) t t + A ] , 

fir=-(y*/4*w)Z(-z)*-/zl. 

(2.12) 

I t is interesting to observe that the theory without 
the dpj, term (in our gauge) does Reggeize the nucleon; 
one has in that case F n / - = 0 , and 

FuJ+=W/(J-a), 

F10
J+=-tei(m(J-a), (2.13) 

with Ima=k^i2=y2(s—m2)/Sirk2W, so that l m a = 0 
at s=m2. 

We may then ask if there exists a theory which would 
yield precisely these results, that is, would not have the 
"$,,„ term," which in our gauge becomes 

-2y2Z$livkl'k2— klflk2v']/(kl'k2) . (2.14) 

Since our whole treatment has been concerned with 
large z, i.e., large kvk% we may modify this expression 
by terms which are uninteresting in such a limit; for 
example, we write 

+472-
OppKi' K2 — klfxk2v 

(2.15) 

where M is an arbitrary mass. If there were in the 
Lagrangian an interaction of the form 

£i= yiFai}Fai}X+yxt>t<t>x, (2.16) 

where Fap is the field strength associated with our vector 
field, x is a new scalar field of mass M, and 7172= — 72, 
then the contribution (2.15) to the Compton scattering 
would be cancelled by the Born approximation exchange 
of a single x particle. 

The modified theory consisting of the normal inter­
action between the scalar nucleon and vector meson 
fields as well as the new interaction, Eq. (2.16), is not 
obviously renormalizable. In the case of real photons we 
note that the electromagnetic interaction would no 
longer be minimal. 

3. FOURTH-ORDER SCATTTERING AND 
PHOTOPRODUCTION 

In this section we begin a discussion of the entire 
problem from the point of view of Mandelstam weight 
functions and asymptotic unitarity. The results will be 
equivalent to those of Sec. 2. The new treatment is 
intended to clarify certain points, such as the absence 

FIG. 1. Feynman graphs 
for fourth-order meson-
nucleon scattering, con­
tributing to the double 
spectral functions. Mesons 
are wiggly, nucleons are R2 
solid, and vector mesons are 
dashed lines. 

(a) 

(b) 

of left-hand s cuts in the leading terms. In addition, it 
may be helpful to the reader to have an alternative 
approach. We start with an explicit discussion of the 
lowest few orders of perturbation theory. Fourth order 
is described here; sixth order is deferred to the following 
section. 

We take up first the study of meson-nucleon scatter­
ing, with spinless mesons and nucleons, to minimize the 
complexity. I t will, of course, not be possible to elimi­
nate all vestiges of spinology, and still have the possi­
bility of Regge behavior of the nucleon, so we assume 
the existence of virtual vector mesons coupled to the 
nucleon. These will be neutral and interact with a con­
served current so that we are dealing with a renormal­
izable theory in the usual sense. At the end of this 
section, we shall remark on the fourth-order photo-
production process as well (by which we mean meson 
+7V—> iV^-f-vector meson; to avoid infrared problems, 
we do not wish, generally, to deal with actual photons). 
Some information about this is necessary to evaluate 
the sixth-order scattering process. 

Meson-nucleon scattering is described by a single 
invariant scattering amplitude, which we may call 
911(5,0; it depends on s= — (pi+qi)2 and /= — (pi~p2)2, 
where pi(p2) and qifa) are the four-momenta of the 
initial (final) nucleon and meson, respectively. We shall 
study the behavior of 9Tl(s,/) at large t for fixed s. 

In fourth order there are eight Feynman diagrams 
contributing to SOX; two of these are shown in Fig. 1. 
Evidently, Fig. 1 (a) is obtained from Fig. 1 (b) by re­
placing 5 by u, where u= 4—s— L (We shall from now on 
take the nucleon, meson, and vector-meson masses 
equal, and equal to unity, to keep the formulas as simple 
as possible. I t is not a great amount of extra labor to 
keep them all different, as is shown in Sec. 2, but, in 
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FIG. 2. Fourth-order meson-nucleon scattering 
"renormalization" graphs. 

general, nothing is particularly clarified by doing so.) 
The remaining graphs, in fourth order, are all "re-
normalization graphs" and depend only on s or on u. 
They are shown in Fig. 2. 

Using the usual Cutkosky rules,2 it is quite straight­
forward to compute the double spectral function for the 
graph of Fig. 1(a); the result is 

P 1 3 M - > - k V 
(3-2/) 

[>( j - -4 ) / (* -4) -4 r i ] 1 / 2 

S ( 3 - 2 0 P O ( * , O . (3.1) 

Here the meson-nucleon vertex is taken as g and the 
vector meson nucleon vertex is y {pr\-p2)m when a vector 
meson of polarization ju is absorbed !by a nucleon of 
momentum pi, giving a nucleon of momentum pi- The 
crossed box, Fig. 1 (b), contributes the same, withs—*u, 
to the spectral function p23(^,/). Clearly, computing 9TC 
from p13 gives a term like In/ for large t; the contribution 
of p23 is like (In/)2//. The renormalization graphs in s give 
constants; those in u go like (In/)//, so we finally have 

SfTCfoO • 
1 

4TT2 ' 

- g V 

x< ln-
(j_4)l/2+Jl/2 

lOOr-4) ] 1 / 2 (s-^-s112 
l n ( - / ) , (3.2) 

where 91Z is the invariant Feynman amplitude for 
meson-nucleon scattering, with the entire result coming 
from Fig. 1(a). 

In lowest order, 911 was given by 

911= 
s—1 u 

so that altogether 

g2 1 

s - 1 4TT2 ' 

911(5,/) -

r 

i 

a s /—>oo 

g V 

(j_4)l/2 + jl/2-, 

Xln 
L^_4)l/2_,yl/2j 

l n ( - / ) . (3.3) 

Now if 9TI were to have a Regge-like behavior for large 
/, with a trajectory corresponding to a nucleon Regge 
pole in the s channel, we should expect 

M(s,t) -+ (function of s)X ( - / ) a ( s ) as *-»co , (3.4) 

where a ( l ) = 0. Comparing (3.4) and (33), it is clear 
that if the Reggeism actually obtains, the trajectory 
must be given by 

« « = 
s-1 r{s-4:)ll2+s112-] 

•In . (3., 
i L(5-4) 1 / 2 -5 1 / 2 J 4TT2 O O T - 4 ) ] 1 ' 2 Lis-^y/t-s1'2. 

5) 

The result a ( l ) = 0 is thus automatically ensured, and 
comes simply from the fact that the first term in 9TZ has 
a pole at s= 1. Evidently, then, fourth order cannot 
really tell us anything and we must look further. 

Further means sixth order, and it will become clear 
later, if it is not already obvious, that to compute sixth-
order meson-nucleon scattering we need to know some­
thing about fourth-order photoproduction. The dia­
grams for this are the same as those shown in Figs. 1 
and 2, with^ne outgoing meson replaced by a vector 
meson, and with the addition of the diagrams shown in 
Fig. 3. These diagrams are possible because of the 
presence of the "seagull picture," in which two vector 
mesons and two nucleon lines interact at a point, which 
results from an A2&<j> term in the Lagrangian for a 
scalar-vector interaction, and which is necessary for the 
gauge invariance and renormalizability of the theory. I t 
whTsubsequently be seen to be the origin of the basic 
difference in Regge behavior of the scalar and spinor 
nucleon theories. 

The photoproduction covariant amplitude is a vector, 
which involves three scalar functions, among which 
current conservation provides one relation. I t is again 
straightforward to calculate the double spectral func­
tions ; the analog of Fig. 1 (a) gives 

p M
1 3 M = (3-2/)p0(s,/) 

s-2 
X ( )pi*+P**+( \*» , (3.6) 

where q^ is the outgoing vector meson momentum. p0 is 

r~\ 

• R. E. Cutkosky, J. Math. Phys. 1, 429 (1960). 

FIG. 3. Additional graphs 
for fourth-order photo­
production. 

r 
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FIG. 4. The sequence 
of box diagrams. 

defined in Eq. (3.1). The crossed box, analogous to 
Fig. 1(b), is obtained from (3.6) by setting s—>u, 
pi —»p2 and changing the over-all sign. 

Before commenting on the renormalization graphs, let 
us first discuss backing up to the actual amplitude from 
these double spectral functions. Evidently, we cannot 
do here as we could in the scattering, namely just take 
the asymptotic form in / of pM

13 and then infer that of the 
total amplitude. If we let /—><*> in (3.6), then 
(s—2)/(4:—s—t) —> — (s—2)//, and we lose a power of 
convergence in s which makes the dispersion integral 

/ 

p(s',t)ds' 

s —s 

not exist. What this effectively means is that, if we first 
evaluate the dispersion integral in s and then take the 
limit /—>oo, we must get an extra power of In/ in the 
result. Thus, the amplitude obtained from (3.6) will 
contain terms going like (In/)2, which, if uncancelled, 
would destroy any possibility of Regge-like behavior. In 
fact, of course, the (In/)2 terms are precisely cancelled by 
the crossed graph of Fig. 1(b), and the remaining (In/) 
terms all come from Fig. 1(a). In effect, then, one may 
say that just as in the meson-nucleon scattering, the 
dominant terms at large / in fourth-order photoproduc-
tion come from the uncrossed box. 

To clarify this cancellation a bit more fully, we may 
actually carry out the dispersion integral in s over (3.6) 
and obtain the total amplitude; we find from (3.6) that 

/ ,&* ) = (3- -2/) {[£ -Io(s,t) 

2-t 

4-s-t 
•/ .(4-u) k + W j . ' ) ^ • (3-7) 

Here, In(s,t) denotes the imaginary part in / of the 
complete amplitude, and IQ is simply the s dispersion 
integral of po. From the crossed graph, on the other 
hand, we obtain a contribution 

/„(j,0 = (3-2fl [Jo(4-*-*, 0]#IM 

Vs+t—2 /—2 "I 1 

+[ 1(4-*-/, /)• 7(4-/, 0J**[. (3.8) 

For large /, Ioi—t, t) behaves like In///2, while Jo(s,f) 
is like 1//; in both the amplitudes multiplied by £iM and 
pip, the terms proportional to Io(s,t), which are simply 
analogous to the meson scattering results, are thus 
swamped by unpleasant ^-independent pieces. However, 
in the total 7M (*,/), given by the sum of (3.7) and (3.8), 
all this stuff cancels out leaving just 

/„(*,/) -> -2/{C(2-^)//]/o(^,/)^iM+/o(^/)^2,}. (3.9) 

Comparing this with (3.6), the prescription is clear; just 
as in the meson-iV case, set / —» <*> in the uncrossed box 
and ignore the crossed box, and treat all the spin 
coefficients of po (<?,/) as if they were constant multiples. 

The cancellation we have just described (which we 
will call the "log2" cancellation, from now on, just to 
give it a name) has analogs in all processes involving 
external vector mesons, and it keeps recurring in each 
order of perturbation theory. In all the cases we have 
checked, the cancellation in fact occurs in just the same 
way as outlined here. Yet we cannot prove that the 
cancellation must occur in all orders; as is seen later, we 
are able to calculate just the asymptotic form of the 
double spectral functions, for large /, in all orders, and 
with only this information we cannot construct the 
amplitude itself without assuming that the "log2" 
cancellation occurs. In our earlier treatment in the 
J plane, the problem of the "log2" cancellation is buried 
in the question of subtractions in the partial wave dis­
persion relations. 

4. SIXTH-ORDER MESON-NUCLEON SCATTERING 

Having derived the formulas (3.7), (3.8), and (3.9), 
and having computed the various fourth-order photo-
production renormalization graphs, we are now in a 
position to tackle sixth-order meson-iV" scattering. Not 
surprisingly, there are a multitude of graphs in sixth 
order, and among these we must seek some sort of 
simplification. As a guide, let us recall the situation in 
meson-iV scattering without virtual vector mesons. 
There, the leading term in /, in each order of perturba­
tion theory, comes only from two-particle cuts in s. The 
important set of pictures,3 in fact, is just the set of boxes 
indicated in Fig. 4. We may hope the same situation 
obtains in our problem, involving virtual vector instead 
of virtual scalar mesons. To check this point, we have 
explicitly computed all the diagrams with two-particle 
cuts in sixth order, as well as some of those with three-
particle cuts. Let us briefly indicate how this was done. 

To include all two-particle cuts, we must find all the 
diagrams contributing to the double spectral functions 
Pu(s,t) and pnisyU), with thresholds at s—4. For the 
first of these, the diagrams are shown in Fig. 5(a) to (f). 
Analytically, we may write, using the Cutkosky rules,2 

the sixth-order double spectral function as follows, with 
3 J . C. Polkinghorne, J. Math. Phys. (to be published); P. 

Federbush and M. Grisaru, Ann. Phys. (N. Y.) 22, 263, 299 
(1963); G. Tiktopoulos, Phys. Rev. (to be published). 
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U M L 

H H r —d 
( 0 ) (b) (c) (d) 

U I 

n r 
( • ) ( f ) ( g ) ( h ) 

FIG. 5. Sixth-order meson-nucleon scattering graphs. 

p=pi+qi'-

gy r 
P i 3 ( ^ ) = - | — / ^ ( ? 2 + l ) 5 [ ( ^ 2 - 9 ) 2 + l ] 

XSl(p-qy+lj2p,-q),Jls, -{q-ptf-]. (4.1) 

Here, Jy,(s,u) is the imaginary part in u of the fourth-
order photoproduction; Eq. (4.1) thus contains the 
contributions of two-particle cuts in Figs. 5 (a) through 
(f). We may insert in (4.1)4 l = 2fd62bp((q-pl)

2+e2). 
Then, defining 

gy r 
K(s,t; 02) = / d*q5(q*+l)5t(p2-qy+l-] 

2TJ 

X«[(#-g)2+l]«pC(g-#i)2+^2], (4.2) 
we have 

Pis(*,0 = [d6*K(s,t; eWlpi-qiJAsft*)), (4.3) 

where the symbol ( ) means that the vectors gM ap­
pearing inside it are to be replaced by their "averages" 
calculated from the four-dimensional integral in (4.2). 
Explicitly, using the breakup indicated in Sec. 3 for the 
fourth-order photoproduction, and writing 

JJLs, -(pi~q)2>Jls, ~(Pi-q)2lPi, 
+J2ls,-(p1-qn(p-q)fi 

+J£s,-(p1-qnqtl, (4.4) 
we have 

Pi8&0= fdPK(s,f,P) 

x iw*(s,e*)+(l - t+ie*)Ms,o*)l • (4.5) 

Note that if 02=1, the kernel K is essentially just the 
"spinless box" weight function denoted previously by 
POCM). 02 itself is the crossed momentum transfer in the 
fourth-order photoproduction amplitude. 

4 Here, 5P means the positive energy part of the delta function. 

It is not hard to convince oneself by studying the 
properties of K and Eq. (4.5), that to extract pn(s,t) at 
large t, we need J\ and J\ at large 02. We must therefore 
look back at our calculation of fourth-order photo­
production, and at the absorptive parts in, and for large 
values of, the crossed momentum transfer. This is 
easily done in principle, though somewhat messy 
algebraically in practice. 

To evaluate J\ and J% in fourth order, we must 
compute the six graphs in Fig. 6(a)-(f). The last five of 
these are functions only of u\ they would be represented 
by single integral terms in a Mandelstam representation 
for the photoproduction amplitude. Their computation 
is straightforward; we may choose just one, say 
Fig. 6(c), to illustrate how it is carried out. 

The imaginary part of Fig. 6(c), cut across the bubble, 
is given, according to the Cutkosky rule, by5 

(£) !d%2pi~q),'{~i^~[) suR-k)*+ii 
1/1 

X5(£2+l)(2£-£)x(5x,+£x^)(2£-£), 

where the momenta are labeled as shown in the figure, 
and i?2= — (pi—q)2=82. We may simplify this to 

2\27r/ V - l / 

' / 
X d*k(2R-k+d2)8(k2+l). 

The integral is easily evaluated and equals just 

- [ (0 2 -4) /0 2 ] 1 / 2 . 
2 

Altogether, then, we get 

f l / l \ 2 7r /0 2 -4 \ 1 / 2 40 2 -0 4 ] 

rfcjiir) ^ P ' - ? ) " 
P-a a 

k 

(a) (b) 

R-k 

r FIG. 6. Fourth-
1 c ) order photoproduc­

tion graphs appear-
t inginp13

(6)CM). 

(d) (e) ( f ) 

6 We choose to use the propagator (dp,+kpk¥)/(k
2+l) for the 

vector meson here (though, as is well known, the extra ky.kv term 
is unnecessary if it is consistently ignored) because a slight 
simplification ot the algebra occurs since k(i(8(iV+kltky)=0. 
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which, it may be noted, contributes entirely to Ji and 
Jz and not to J 2 at all. 

The other graphs, Figs. 6(b), (d), (e), and (f), may 
be calculated in a similar manner. None of them con­
tributes to J\ either. 

From Fig. 6(b), we get 

J l / l \ 2 7 r / 0 2 - 4 y / 2 02 

1 2\2TT/ 2 \ 02 / 0 2 - l 

x[l-^-^ln(02-3)]J(2^-^; 
from Fig. 6(a), 

J 1/ 1 \2TT/6>2—4\^2 02 

\ 2\2TJ 2\ 62 ) 0 2 - l 

xf +- 7He2-3)]\(2p1-q)(i; 
L2 02-4 (02-4)2 J) 

from Fig. 6(e), 

J 1/1 \ 2 T / ^ - 4 \ 1 / 2 

i 2\27r/ 2 \ 62 ) 

xf" H02-S)\\(2pl-q)tl; 

L 2 02-4 (02-4)2 J) 

and finally from Fig. 6(f), 

f 1 / l \ 2 7r /6 ' 2 -4 \ 1 / 2 r l 3 -n 

Asymptotically, for large 02, these five amplitudes ap­
proach common factors times 

( - ' * • • • ) • 

(l+ lnfl»+--.V 
\ 02 02 / 

( +-Intf«+...y 
\2 202 0* ) 

/ 1 1 1 \ 

\ 2 02 8* / 

(L±+...). 
\2 202 / 

The contribution to J from the crossed box, Fig. 6(a), 
is not quite so easy. From Sec. 1 we already know the 
weight functions pi(u,t) and P2(«,/)• Ji and J2 may be 

1 obtained from these with a dispersion integral over /. 
Unfortunately, in Ji this integral needs a subtraction, so 

r we must evaluate the subtraction constant by other 
means. For /=0, it is not too difficult to calculate J\ 
directly from the box graph cut only in u, so it is con­
venient to make the subtraction at /=0. 

In this way we find that for large 02, J\ approaches 

l / l \ 2 7 r / 0 2 - 4 \ 1 / 2 r 1 1 / 1 \ 1 
— ( - ) - ( ) — + - I n 0 2 + O ( - ) 

2\27T/ 2 \ 62 / L 2 62 \(94/J 

; and J2 behaves like 

l / l \ 2 7 r / 0 2 - 4 y / 2 / l \ 

2\2TT/ 2 \ e2 ) \e2 n / 

Combining this asymptotic form for the part of J\ 
coming from Fig. 6 (a) with the parts given earlier from 
Figs. 6(b) through 6(f), we find altogether that 

1/ l \ 2 7r /0 2 -4 \ 1 / 2 r / l \- j 
1 _ ^ 2\2TT/ 2 \ 62 ) L \04 n /A 

Thus it turns out that, while the contribution of some 
of the individual graphs in Fig. 6(a) to (f) may even 
approach constants as 02—»<*>, there is a remarkable 
amount of cancellation among them and the resultant 
J\ and J2 behave no worse than ln02/04 and ln02/02, 
respectively. As a consequence, pn(s,t), from Eq. (4.5), 
can behave no worse then (hit)2/t for large /. This will 
give rise to an amplitude which vanishes as / —> 00 and 
which cannot therefore be important if the conjectured 
Regge-like behavior is correct. 

This is the second of the apparently miraculous 
cancellations which perturbation theory affords. We 
return to a fuller discussion of it later. 

To continue our hunt for the dominant terms in sixth 
order, we turn next to pnis^u), which contains the 
contributions of Figs. 5(g) and (h). Figure 5(g), it-can 
be observed, is the graph which in the totally spinless 
case provided the leading term. Thus far, then, we are 
supported in the view that the sequence of graphs of 
interest will be the same as in the spinless case. If this is 
indeed the case, the dominant spectral function alter­
nates order by order between pi3(s,t) and pn(s,u). The 
series we can expect is then not 

CsVfc-DDCl+c ln(~t)+W ln2(-*)+ • • •] 
= Q:V(*-l)](-*) a ( s , , 

but instead 

= ( g , A - i ) i { [ ( - 0 - + W - ] - C ( - 0 - - ' - ] > 

just as in the spinor case. If the conjecture turns out to 
be verified, then, we willffind^two equal and opposite 
Regge poles of opposite signatures. The even signature 
one is presumably the one to be associated with the 
nucleon, in accord with its zero spin. 
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By the same argument that led to (4.5), we easily find 

Pn(s,u)= d62K(s,u; 6*) 

X [/i(*,*)(-
s—e\ /s\-

(4.6) 

Here, I\ and I2 are the coefficients of pip and ^2M in the 
absorptive part in / of the fourth-order photoproduction; 
evidently, they can be read off from Eqs. (3.7) and (3.8). 
Again we are interested in the large 02 region, (02 now is 
the ordinary, not the crossed, momentum transfer in 
fourth-order photoproduction) and this is given in 
(3.9). Figure 5(b) then serves the purpose only of re­
moving a (In/)2 term from Fig. 5(g), as explained in 
Sec. 3. 

The resulting expression for the weight function for 
large u is 

Pn(s,u) -> / d02K(s,u; 02) 

X{(d2-2u){2-s)-s62)h(sfi2). (4.7) 

Here, to be specific, 

'gy\l l l 

\2w/2 '2 | > ( * - 4 ) ; p [ (0 2 - / i_)(0 2 - /3+ ) ] 1 / 2 

j 8 + >0 . ; (4.8) 

the range of integration is l<02</3-. . Finally, 

73g 1 (s-^+s112 

h(s,S*) = In , (4.9) 
4TT02 [ X J - 4 ) ] 1 ' 2 ( S - ^ - S 1 ' 2 

when 62^>s. 
For large u, /3_ is proportional to u. The integral is not 

difficult to evaluate; for later reference it is useful to 
note that when u is large, u itself is more effective in the 
curly bracket of Eq. (4.7) than 02. Explicitly, 

/ 
dd2KI0^\nu/u for l a r g e r , 

dd2K62I0^ constant. 

In the end, then, we have 

Pi2(s,u) -> -2(2-s)u fdd2K(s3u; Q2)h(s,62). (4.10) 

I t is worth remarking also, incidently, that fdd2Kh is 
precisely what one would obtain in the sixth order of a 
completely spinless problem; the net effect of making 
the intermediate mesons vector is then simply to 
multiply the spinless sixth-order result by —2(2—s)u. 

The final result is 

gVtt-fc) (*-4)i/2+^ 
Pufott)—> In In/. (4.11) 

16TT2 S(S-4) (s-iyii-sU* 

Even without further thought, it is clear that the con­
jectured Regge behavior fails, since the sixth order is 
not proportional to s— 1. 

Had the Regge behavior been correct, on the basis 
of the second- and fourth-order calculations, we should 
have found in sixth order that 

g2 L<*(s)J 
$K(s,t) - » (In/)2 

s-1 

g V s-1 p. Cs-4)1 / 2+s1 / 2-l2 , 

3 2 T T 4 ^ - 4 ) L (S-4:)1 

— 1 r C ? - 4 ) 1 / 2 + ^ 2 - ] 2 

In (In/)2. (4.12) 

y-4)L (s-^Y^-s^J 
The weight function which corresponds to this, and 
which we therefore should have found, is 

Pu(s,u) • 
? V ^ - 1 (s-^+s1/2 

-In In/. (4.13) 
8TT2 S(S-4:) (s-tyw-s-1/2 

Comparing with (4.11), what we actually found was the 
desired result but with s—1 replaced by (s—2)/4. 

To back up from the weight function in (4.11) to the 
sixth-order scattering amplitude is straightforward here, 
in that p behaves like Ins/s for large s, so that an un-
subtracted integral in s exists. There is nothing here like 
the difficulty in fourth-order photoproduction, which 
was cured by the "log2" cancellation. 

I t is obvious that inclusion of multiparticle cuts can­
not alter the failure of the conjecture, since the sixth-
order amplitude it predicts, in fact, has a two-particle 
threshold in s. I t is nevertheless interesting to ask if the 
amplitude in (4.11) is the dominant one. We have not 
exhaustively studied all three-particle cuts, but the ones 
that we have investigated behave at worst like In/ in 
the amplitude, and are thus dominated by (4.11). 

5. ASYMPTOTIC UNITARITY: SCALAR-VECTOR 
COMPTON SCATTERING 

In spite of the fact that the calculation of the sixth-
order meson-iV scattering amplitude, described in the 
previous section, makes it clear that the conjecture of 
Regge-like behavior for the "elementary'' nucleon fails 
for spin zero nucleons, it may be of interest to try to pin 
down the origin of the failure more precisely. We do this 
next by studying the asymptotic behavior in / of the 
general term in the perturbation series. 

Once we begin to study higher order terms, it is clear 
that we should no longer continue to concentrate on 
meson-nucleon scattering, but should instead focus on 
"Compton" scattering, that is, vector meson-scalar 
nucleon scattering. If it is correct to keep only two-
particle intermediate states in looking for the leading 
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terms at large t, then the unitarity relations express 
meson-nucleon scattering in terms of photoproduction, 
and photoproduction in terms of itself and Compton 
scattering. Only Compton scattering couples purely to 
itself through two-particle unitarity, and it is therefore, 
in some sense, more fundamental, in that it must be 
understood first, before it is possible to calculate the 
behavior of the other two processes. Nevertheless, even 
though from now on we limit ourselves to Compton 
scattering, the fourth- and sixth-order meson-nucleon 
results in Sees. 3 and 4 will be quite useful as guides to 
what we may expect. 

We shall find it very convenient to compare many of 
our results to the totally spinless problem, in other 
words, to "Compton scattering" of scalar mesons from 
scalar nucleons, and a brief discussion of this process 
first may not be out of place. 

The scalar meson scalar nucleon scattering amplitude 
will be denoted by %\l(s,t); I(s,t) will be the absorptive 
part in t and J(s,u) the absorptive part in u. Thus, if 
$K(s,t) satisfies the Mandelstam representation, so that 

m(s,t) = 
l 

+-
S — l U—l IT 

ds'+-
S' — S IT 

-du' 
u —u 

1 

+-
7T 

1 

7T2 

— d t ' + — 
t'-t 7T2 (s'-s)(t-t)" 

-ds'dtf 

P231 
• ( * ' / ) 

(u'-u)(t'-t) 
-du'dt' 

where 

and 

1 
+— 

7T2 

Pl2O>0 
-ds'du'', (5.1) 

(s' — s)(u'—u) 

/ l 0 ) = h 0 ) , P13 (S,t) = P23 (S,t) , 

by crossing symmetry, we may write 

l rpiz(s',t). l rp2z(u',t) 
i(s,t) = Mt)+- / — ds'+- / 

IT J S — S W J U' — U 
and 

J(s,u)= —Tg2d(u— l)+f2(u) 

+- / dt'+ / ds'. (5.3) 
IT J t'-t J S'—S 

du' (5.2) 

FIG. 7. Two-particle cuts 
contributing to p(s,t). 

Note that / and / are not related in any particular 
way. 

If (5.1) is in fact correct, then when / —»<*> for fixed s, 
which is the limit we concern ourselves with, we clearly 
find 

g2 1 r / i M 
arrcfoO-* — h - / ds'. (5.4) 

S—l IT J S'—S 

This is manifestly not a Regge-like asymptotic form; it 
corresponds instead to an energy-independent dw term 
in the angular momentum plane. I t also contains the 
nucleon pole term at s= 1 and thus fits perfectly with 
the idea that an elementary nucleon, such as we are 
presumably dealing with here, is not a Regge pole. 

We may nevertheless continue to look for Regge-like 
behavior, though it evidently cannot be Regge-like be­
havior connected with the existence of a particular 
particle like the nucleon. To do this we must look, not 
at the leading terms in / in each order of perturbation 
theory, as these give (5.4), but at something smaller. I t 
is well known what kind of Feynman diagrams will give 
Reggeism; namely, the ladder graphs shown in Fig. 4. I t 
is furthermore well known that only the two-particle 
cuts in these diagrams produce the dominant terms. For 
our dispersion approach, then, we need to write down 
two-particle unitarity in the s channel, li we write down 
the contribution of dispersion graphs like Fig. 7 to the 
weight function pu(s,t), we have 

Pisfa ,t)= j d h j dt2K(s,t,tht2) 

X { / ( ^ ) * / ( ^ 2 ) + / ( ^ i ) V ( ^ 2 ) } . (5 .5) 

This is trivially derived as outlined in the sixth-order 
example in Sec. 4. The function K is given by 

K= — 
1 

8TT2 [>Cy-4)]1 /2 {t2+t1
2+t22-2tt1-2U2-2ht2-[jltt1t2/(s-4:)']}1'2 

The integration in the th fo plane is over the region 
where the argument of the square root is positive, and 
where the functions I and / do not vanish. Thus the 
region is 

* i > l , *«>1, 

2t\t2 

t>h+h+ + 
s-4 

h \ 1 / 2 / h \ m 

2((1(,,„(1+A) ! ( 1 + A ) 
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FIG. 8. Two-particle cuts 
contributing to p(s,u). 

The induction now proceeds as follows. Suppose we 
assume Eqs. (5.10), (5.11), and (5.12) for all m<n—\. 
Then we know what to put into the right-hand side of 
(5.6) and (5.8), and we may therefore compute the 
spectral function in wth order, and then evaluate / , / , 
and 2flZ in wth order by integrating. 

Before we actually do this, let us notice that the 
alternation between —t and t in even and odd orders 
comes out correctly. Suppose n is even. Then in (5.6), 
if m is even, then n—m is also even, and there are non­
zero contributions from the ImIn~m term; if m is odd, 
so is n—m, and we get something from the JmJn~m term. 

The double spectral function pu(s,u), as indicated in Thus, p i 3
( n V 0 . If n is odd, on the other hand, m even 

Fig. 8, obviously satisfies an analogous equation: m e a n s n-m odd and neither II nor / / contributes; 
the same is true if m is odd, for then n—m is even. Thus, 

Pn(s,u)= [dh [dhK(s,u,h,h) pi.;»> = 0 for n odd. The reverse is evidently true for 
J J Pi2(n), from (5.8). 

Now let us take n even. Then by explicitly using 
X{I (s^*J(s , t 2 )+J(s^*I{sM)} • (5.6) (5>11) a n d (5 > 1 2), we find from (5.6) that 

If we expand p, / , and / in a perturbation series, and n_1 i i 
write, for example, Pi3 (n)(^0 = ^2 L (o:m_1)*(«ri~w~1) 

^ m-i (m— 2)! (n—tn—2)1 

PuM-SfW^) (5-7) (lnO-(N0— 
X dh dt2K(s,t,tht2) : : . (5.13) 

then we have from (5.5) h 

Pl3 
n-~i r r J-lie integral iiere 

: n )foO= E dh dt2K{Im*In-™+J™*Jn~m}. (5.8) £>>*) and we find 

The integral here can be computed for large t (i.e., for 

Equation (5.8) may now be used to derive by induction / dh I 
the asymptotic form of the two-particle cuts. Suppose J J 
that a Regge-like asymptotic form is, in fact, correct for 
these graphs. Then we would expect to have 

(ln/x)m-2 (ln/2)n_m~2 

dt2K > 
1 1 

h h 8TT2 t X s - 4 ) ] 1 ' 2 

(m—2)\(n—m—2)\ (ln/)n~2 

X- . (5.14) 

i M - > (g2/20CC(-0ff2a(5)+^2aCs)] (w~2) ! l 

- [ ( - / ) - * M « ) _ j - * s « ( . ) ] ] (5.9) I t is also easily seen that the dominant effect comes 

a s / - c o for a fixed s. Expanding this in a perturbation ho™ \ * > > * ' f i l i n g our use of the asymptotic 
i values of I and / . Inserting this into the expression for series, we have 

1 am~l 

9frc<TO)foO -> [ l n ( - / ) ] w - 1 , 

Inserting 
p, we obtain the asymptotic form: 

/ (m— 1)! 

1 

t {m-\)\ 
(In/)* 

m even 

odd. 

(5.10) 
Pi3(n)0M)-

1 1 

From this we can get the forms to be expected for I 
and / : 

~,ra—1 

8 OCy-4)]1/2 

n-i (am~1)*(an~m~1) (\nt)n~2 

X L > 
. m - l ( » — 2 ) ! / 

1 1 1 

7T a" 

/ (w—2)! 

Jim). 

• o , 

t (m-2)\ 
-(ln/)« 

m even, 

m odd, 

m even, 

m odd. 

(5.11) 

8 0 C * - 4 ) ] 1 / 2 ( ^ - 2 ) ! 

a"-1-^*)*-1 Qnt)n~2 

X . 
a—a* I 

(5.15) 

The expected form for pi3
<n) (s,t), if the induction were 

(5.12) to work, would be 

PnM(s,t)-> - ( x A ) [ l / ( « - 2 ) ! ] I m ( a « - 1 ) ( l n O n - 2 (5.16) 



CONVENTIONAL FIELD THEORY AS REGGE POLES B171 

as can be seen from (5.11). Our result, (5.15), 
is precisely this provided we identify Ima with 
1/ST£S(S-4)J!2. 

The Regge-type behavior has thus been proved to be 
correct, for two-particle cuts, and the value of a has been 
computed: 

s2 (s-^)m+sm 

<*= I n — . (5.17) 

These results are, of course, all well known3; we have 
presented them here in such detail because the particular 
technique used in deriving them is different and it is 
precisely this technique which we use in solving the 
problem of real interest, to which we now turn. 

The problem we wish to study is vector-meson scat­
tering from scalar nucleons, and we want to look at the 
amplitude for this in the large /, fixed s limit, to see if we 
find a Regge asymptotic behavior with a trajectory 
which can be associated with the nucleon. We would like 
to calculate the leading term for large t in each order of 
perturbation theory and sum these terms, in the hope 
that this will give us the correct asymptotic form of the 
whole series. On the basis of our study of sixth-order 
meson-nucleon scattering with virtual vector mesons, 
we were encouraged to expect that the dominant terms 
come from two-particle cuts in the s channel and we 
shall assume this is true. 

The Compton scattering amplitude, which we denote 
2ni^ where v and /* are the initial and final polarization 
directions, is a tensor containing four independent 

with an analogous expression for (/M/„). 
We intend to use the same induction arguments used 

earlier in this section for the totally spinless case; the 
t—u alternation in successive orders will then follow 
here as it did in that case. As an explicit verification of 
this fact, we may recall the second "incredible cancella­
tion" in the sixth-order meson-nucleon case, in which 
the large terms of all the various graphs contributing to 
Pn(s,t) in sixth order cancelled out. Once it is accepted 
that the alternation occurs, we need no longer dis­
tinguish between / and / , as was evident in (5.13), so 
we may simplify (5.20) to 

PI3CM)MV= ~ jdh / dttK(I*(s,ti)*iJ(s,ti)x,). (5.22) 

Before proceeding with the induction argument, we 
must reduce the spinology in (5.22) to the point that we 
get scalar relationships analogous to the completely 

scalar amplitudes. Let us write 

31^=4APvP l l+43JRpR i l 

+2C(PyRli+RvPtl)+D8liv+Ek2»klv 

+2F(k2liPv+Ptlklv)+2G(k2,Rv+Rfiklv), (5.18) 

where A through G are scalar functions of s, t} and u. 
P~pi+k\ and R=pi—k2 if we call the initial and final 
nucleon and vector-meson four momenta pi, p2, &i, and 
k2. Then —P2=s and —R2=u. Only four of the seven 
functions A through G actually count; current con­
servation (that is, the statement that 9TCM„&„=0) gives 
three relations among them; for large t, 

C=-(l/t)Z2sA+D+2Fl, 
B=(l/2t)D, (5.19) 
G={l/t)[D-E-sF~\. 

As we said earlier, we shall restrict ourselves to two-
particle states since, at least through sixth order, they 
provide the biggest contribution at large /. In analogy 
to (5.5), then, we may write 

PIS(J,0M^= ~ dh dt2K{s,t,tuh) 

X (I(sM)^I(s,h)xv+J(sA)^J(sA)^) • (5.20) 

The symbol { ), as was mentioned in Sec. 4, implies 
that the intermediate four momenta in Fig. 8 are 
averaged as follows: 

spinless case. Once this is done, we should be able to just 
read off the results by analogy. 

I t is algebraically somewhat tedious, but quite 
straightforward to substitute decompositions corre­
sponding to (5.18) in place of the imaginary parts JM\ 
and I\v in Eq. (5.20), and to evaluate the averages (/M) 
and {lj,v) which occur. Anticipating the form which the 
induction argument will take, it is evident that we may 
expect to have to evaluate integrals like the one in 
Eq. (5.13), but with the integrand multiplied by various 
types of factors from the spin analysis. Actually carrying 
out the detailed algebra shows that these additional 
factors are tfah, or ht2/L I t is easy to find out the large / 
behavior of the resulting integrals: 

r r (\nt1)
m-2 (m/2)n~m~2 

dh \ dt*K(s,t,h,tt) X{t,thht2/t} 
J J h h 

~{(ln/)»- 2 , (lnOn-3 , (In/)"-4} (5.23) 

f j 4 / 5 ( / 2 + l ) 5 C ( ^ 1 - / ) 2 + / i ] 5 [ ( ^ 2 - / ) 2 + / 2 ] 5 [ ( P - 0 2 + l ] / M 

</„> = , (5.21) 

f ^ 5 ( / 2 + l ) 5 [ ( ^ - / ) 2 + / 1 ] 5 [ ( ^ 2 - / ) 2 + / 2 ] 5 [ ( P - 0 2 + l ] 
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when / is large. The result, then, is that the leading terms 
in (5.22) are those in which the spinology contributes an 
explicit factor L 

If we now accept this, we can discard everything in 
(5.22) except terms involving pvp2\ in terms of the 
representation (5.18), such factors can only arise from 
products involving B, C, or G. Furthermore, these 
products only give rise to A, D, E, and jF-type terms. 
Explicitly, we obtain the relations (we suppress the 
index "13" on p) 

PA = - fdhfdt2K{4\IB\2(l-2p+c) 

+2(IB*IC+IC*IB)(1-(3)+\IC\2} , (5.24a) 

(5.24b) P»=- J dh I dhK{16\IB\2d), 

PE 

PF 

- fdh fdt2K{ - s(rB*i0+i0*iB) 

+4\I0\*+16\IB\*} , (5.24c) 

= - fdh(dt2K{S\IB\^-l) 

-XIB*IC+IC*IB)+2(IB*IG+IQ*IB)(1-P) 

+ (IC*IG+IG*IC)}. (5.24d) 

The notation PA* •'PG and IA---IG comes from repre­
sentations of the weight functions pM„ and the imaginary 
part Ifiy similar to (5.18) for the amplitude itself. 0, c, 
and d are spin factors resulting from the averages (Ip) 
and {Ink); they are given by 

0 = i , * = i - ( l A ) , d=l-(s/4). (5.25) 

As we have mentioned earlier, the seven amplitudes 
A- - -G are, of course, not independent. We may employ 
the relations (5.19) (or rather their analogs for I A- • -IG, 
which are also valid) to express the right-hand sides of 
Eqs. (5.24) in terms of I A, ID, IE, and IF- We thus have 
four two-particle unitarity conditions, essentially analo­
gous to the totally spinless case, except for the multi­
plicative factor t/2 and the fact that the four independ­
ent amplitudes mix among themselves. The mixing may 
be minimized by choosing four new independent ampli­
tudes, linear combinations of the old, which in effect 
diagonalize the unitarity conditions. If we define 

9Tr1= ( l / / ) [2Al+ (s/2)D+2E+4sFl, (5.26a) 

Wl2==(l/i)l8sA+2D+2E+(2s+8)Fli, (5.26b) 

2^3= (l//)[324+ (&/s)D+2E+16Fl, (5.26c) 

9fTC4=(l//)C(4-j)/23D, (5.26d) 

with analogous definitions for the imaginary parts and 
weight functions, the asymptotic unitarity conditions 

(5.27a) 

(5.24) become simply 

Pi- tdhidhKi^h) 

p2= fdh [dt2K{Wi*l2+h*Ii)} (5.27b) 

P3= fdh [dt2K{I2*I2} (5.27c) 

P4= fdh fdt2K{h*h}. (5.27d) 

The first and fourth of these are precisely the same as 
spinless unitarity conditions. 

Evidently, 3TCi through 9TZ4 are related to the / 's 
defined in Sec. 2 by 

9frci=-&rTFV+>, 
9n2=-(16x/v2)/10

(+>, 
2^3= _87rTFC(5-4)A/]/oo(+), 
m^SirWfn^. 

6. THE PERTURBATION SERIES: SCALAR-VECTOR 
COMPTON SCATTERING 

Let us now return to Eqs. (5.27) and proceed to 
"solve" them.6 The amplitude 2HX4 [which corresponds 
to P(—l) j r =-- l ] clearly does not couple to anything 
else, and the unitarity condition which it (asymptoti­
cally) satisfies is indistinguishable from the spinless 
case. The induction argument used there would, as a 
consequence, work equally well for 9TC4, so we may con­
clude that 

9H4
(n)=(C4)nmW, (6.1) 

where 3TC(n) is the nth-order term (that is, the coefficient 
of 72n) in the spinless problem, 2flZ4(n) is the wth-order 
term in 9flX4, and d is some function of s independent of 
n. The unitarity condition expresses any order of 
perturbation theory in terms of lower orders, except of 
course the first. C4 is thus in the way of being a constant 
to be determined by the initial conditions; that is, by 
the Born approximation. 

The Born approximation diagrams for Compton 
scattering are shown in Fig. 9; corresponding to the 

^K. 

sS^ 
( 0 ) ( b ) ( c ) 

FIG. 9. Lowest order Compton scattering graphs. 

6 The actual solution of the asymptotic unitarity equations is 
completely analogous to the work of Sec. 2. However, we include 
it in order to show how the method can be carried to a conclusion. 
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three figures we have the lowest order amplitude just as we did for 9TC4. C\ is now found by matching the 
(already calculated in Sec. 2) "initial condition," Eq. (6.4), to be 

2^M,= ~ C 7 2 / ( ^ - 1 ) ] ( 2 ^ 2 + ^ 2 ) M ( 2 ^ I + ^ I ) , m ^ (y2/t)(s-2) 

-Ly2/(u-l)l(2p2-k1U2p1-k2)v~2^8llv. (6.2) C l = ~ ^ " = (7yo = ( J " 2 ) (6*9) 

The current conservation ^KliVkiP=0 may be checked 
explicitly here. Note that the "seagull" picture, Fig. so we get that 9fR<1> as in (2.9) also has the Regge form 
9(c), is essential for current conservation and, conse- w ^ n a trajectory 
quently, also for renormalizability. ^ ^ 2 , _ 2 ) ^ _ 4 w 2 . 5 i / 2 

From (6.2), the Born approximation contributions to g+(s)= In (6 10) 
the amplitudes A through G may be extracted; we have Sir2 \j(s—4)]1/2 (s—4)1/2—s1/2 

A = —y/ (s—l), which, as remarked earlier, does not pass through the 
B=—y2/(u—l), nucleon. 
r—Q In the unitarity condition for 3TZ2, we have a linear 

equation, since p 2 ^ / 2 / i rather than I£. The solution 
D=2y\ (6.3) here is then 

£ = - C 7 a / ( * - l ) ] - C 7 a / ( « - l ) ] , 9n2
(n) = C291li(w) = C2(Ci)-9Tl^. (6.11) 

F=y2/(s-l), 
G=-y2/(u-l). 

Comparing with lowest order again, we get 

3TT2
(1) (72/0(2) 2 

The calculation of the lowest order contributions to C2= = = . (6.12) 
mil through 2fE4 is now trivial, and we get Ci2fll(1> (s-2){y2/t) s-2 

2nX1d)= (y2/t)- (s— 2) , 9^2 then also behaves in the Regge manner, and of 
d ) _ / 2 / A /7\ /* ^\ course with the same trajectory a+ . Finally, 3TZ3 can be 

2 — \7 / ) \ ) , \ * J s e e n from (5.27d) to be expressible as 
^ 3 ( 1 ) = W/t)-[X2s+16)Ms-l)l, 

rni4(1)=(72A){C(^-4)/2]. 
^lz(n) = C2

2^li(n) = C22(C1)
nMM. (6.13) 

There is now no arbitrary constant, so we cannot 
Going back to (6.1), we may use the fact that in the guarantee that the lowest order term will fitronto this 
spinless case 9Tl(1) = 72 / / for large t, together with (6.4), formula.|lt either will or will not, and a c c o r d i n g ^ it 
to derive does or doesn't, the entire amplitude is or is not ex-

9TC4(1) (y2/t)(s—4) pressible as a Regge trajectory. 
^4 = = CVYYCD = / 2/f\

 = ^ ' ' ' ' Comparing (6.13) and (6.11), we see that we get a 
" ' ' factorizing law, 

then we get mi™fHl*™ = (9tt2
(w))2, (6.14) 

9fR4
(n)=C(j-4)»]9fn:<»>. (6.6) ^ V V y 

and in particular this must be true of lowest order if 
Since 9nX(n) itself was given by a Regge form, Eq. (5.10), everything is to fit onto the Regge trajectory. In lowest 
with order, 

72 1 (s-tyM+sU2 r C y - 2 ) ( 2 j + 1 6 ) l / 7 2 \ 2 

«(*) = In , m t ^ w M ( - ) (6-15) 
8w2[s(s-4:)J!2 (s~4y2-s^2 L s(s-l) J\tJ 

we now find for 9TZ4 [as in (2.8)] a Regge behavior but and this is manifestly unequal to (2HI2
(1))2. The conjec-

with a trajectory ture that the perturbation theory sums to a Regge pole 
thus fails, as we have already seen. 

_ , \ __2^_ s~~^ i (s~~ ' ~^~s ((• H\ I t is not hard to see what jthe actual sum is; the only 
01 Sw2 Vsis—4)11/2 n(^—4)1/2—51/2 ' * thing that went wrong was that the lowest order 

expression for 2HZ3 did not fit onto the general form re-
The P(— l ) j r =— 1 problem is naturally completely quired by unitarity. If we rewrite the lowest order 9Tl3 as 

uncoupled from the P(-1)J=1 problem, so we may (1 

now abandon it completely, and turn to 9fTCi, 3TC2, and j ^ m ^ 2 1 1 2 

3TC3 which describe the P ( — l ) j r = l channels. SHXî we [_ 3 9TCi(1) J STl^1) ' 
notice, satisfies the spinless unitarity condition; hence, 
we may write then the second term does fit on, and the first is just 

2flli<n)=(Ci)n9TC(n) (6.8) left hanging. The entire result, then, is just a Regge 
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pole with trajectory a+(s), appearing in 3TZi, 3TZ2, 
and 9TC3 as given by Eqs. (6.8), (6.11), and (6.13), 
plus 2fH3

( 1 )~(^2 ( 1 ))2 /^i ( 1 ) in the 9TT3 term. Explicitly, 
we get, as /-™>oo,7 

SMi-* (7a/20(j-2){C(-/)«++/«+l 
~ C ( - 0 ~ a + ~ ^ a + ] } (6.16a) 

^2 -> ( T 2 A ) { [ ( - 0 a + + ^ + ] - [ ( - 0 - a + - r « + ] } (6.16b) 

9nrc3->(T2 /0r—]{ [ ( - / )a ++^+ ] - [ ( -^+ - r«+ ] } 
Lr -2J 72r 2^+16 4 

+- , 
tls(s-l) s-2J 

(6.16c) 

where a+ is given by (5.10). For SHU, of course, we have 

^ 4 - ^ ( 7 2 / 2 0 ( ^ - 4 ) C C ( - 0 a " + ^ " ] - [ ( ~ 0 - a " - r a ~ ] ] , 
(6.16d) 

with or defined by (6.7). The original amplitudes, 
A - - - G, in terms of which we wrote the scattering 
amplitude SHẐ , are easily obtained using the definitions 
given in Eqs. (5.26). Note that the nucleon pole at s= 1 
appears in the term hanging on the end of 3E3 and not in 
the Regge-like pieces. This is just what one should ex­
pect on the basis of the idea that "elementary" particles 

7 Note that our induction argument of course gives us the 
weight function, not the amplitude itself. The expressions we 
write throughout this section for the computed amplitudes are 
valid only if the generalization of the "log2" cancellation of Sec. 3 
holds. We are not able to show in general that it does. 

do not appear as Regge poles but as fixed Kronecker 
deltas in angular momentum. 

7. CONCLUSIONS 

In our approximation we have found, for photon-
scalar nucleon scattering in the usual field theory, 
Regge pole terms plus a term of fixed angular 
momentum. 

In the channel with P(— 1)J= — 1, there are two 
Regge poles of opposite signature and (in second order) 
equal and opposite values of a. 

In the channels with P(—1)J—1, there are likewise 
two Regge poles of opposite signature. For positive 
signature, we find, for equal masses, the second-order 
value 

a+(*) = 
s-2 

-ln-
(j_4)l/2 + jl/2 

8TT2 O C J - 4 ) ] 1 ' 2 (s-iyn-s-1/2 
(7.1) 

Again the negative-signature trajectory has an equal 
and opposite value in second order. 

Because of the failure of the Born approximation to 
factor, the nucleon does not lie on the trajectory (7.1). 
Instead, there is a 8j0 term in the partial wave ampli­
tudes with a pole in (energy)2 at the square of the 
nucleon mass. 

If a special extra coupling is introduced into the 
theory, the Born approximation can be modified so that 
it does factor, and the scalar nucleon does then lie on 
the appropriate trajectory, but it is not clear that the 
resulting theory can be renormalized. 


