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ABSTRACT 

The thermal characteristics of the ~-Nip-~-NiOOH system, in comparison with the 
thermal behaviour of pure /3-Ni(OH),, have been studied by IR spectroscopy in the 
400-4000 cm-t region. The IR spectra of samples treated at various temperatures between 20 
and 3OO”C, are presented together with some results obtained by thermogravimetric mea- 
surements. In addition to conventional IR analysis at ambient temperatures, an in-situ 
spectroscopic technique has also been used in the course of heat treatment in order to obtain 
information on the nature of the water adsorption observed on partly dehydrated hydroxides. 
Direct experimental verification of a previous assumption that the decomposition of the 
partly charged nickei hydroxide takes place in two almost independent steps is furnished by 
this IR method. 

INTRODUCTION 

In a previous paper [l], the thermal stability of the ~-Nip-~-NiOOH 
system was examined, The need for these investigations was motivated by a 
number of reasons. For instance, the thermal behaviour of the j?- and a-type 
(including turbostratic) nickel hydroxides has been extensively studied [2-81, 
while there are relatively few works dealing with the p- or y-nickel 
oxyhydroxides [9-111. As well as conventional thermal analysis which was 
applied in our recent study [I], numerous experimental techniques are 
known and used for the exa~nation of the characteristic structural changes 
occurring during the thermal treatment of nickel hydroxides and their 
oxidation products [Z-11]. Of these techniques, in the case of nickel hydrox- 
ides and their related compounds, infrared spectroscopy has an enormous 
advantage compared to other methods, namely the extreme sensitivity of this 
method to small changes in the chemical bonds of hydroxyl groups and 
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water molecules. The thermal decomposition of these compounds (accompa- 
nied by the evolution of H,O and 0,) can be readily followed using this 
technique. Because of the above mentioned sensitivity of infrared spec- 
troscopy, this method has frequently been used in the analysis of nickel 
hydroxides and oxyhydroxides [2,3,6,8,12-211. Consequently, the IR spectra 
of these compounds are known in detail. Therefore, the following study 
concentrates solely on the changes connected with the decomposition process. 

The aim of this paper is to give direct experimental evidence, using IR 
spectroscopy, that the decomposition of partly charged (electrochemically 
oxidized) /?-nickel hydroxide occurs in two almost independent steps. 
According to the conclusion drawn in ref. 1, the loss of active oxygen 
(decomposition of NiOOH) starts at a notably lower temperature than the 
decomposition of Ni(OH) 2. 

Some aspects of water adsorption on the partly dehydrated /3- 
Ni(OH),-P-NiOOH system have been studied in order to demonstrate the 
ability of NiO (formed during the thermal treatment of partly charged nickel 
hydroxides) to adsorb a relatively large amount of water at ambient temper- 
atures. The knowledge of the main features of the water adsorption is 
necessary for the accurate interpretation of the dehydration process of the 
partly charged nickel hydroxide. 

Some thermogravimetric measurements have also been carried out in 
order to confirm the conclusions drawn from the results of the IR analysis. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

The preparation of P-Ni(OH), and the electrochemical oxidation proce- 
dures yielding the P-Ni(OH),-/3-NiOOH system are given in detail elsewhere 

111. 
A double-beam Specord 75 IR spectrophotometer was used for recording 

IR spectra in the 400-4000 cm-’ region. Using an infrared temperature 
control unit, it was possible to measure the IR spectra of samples during a 
heat treatment from 20 to 250” C. For these IR measurements, nickel 
hydroxide or oxyhydroxide powder was pressed on a KBr disk at 5 MPa. In 
the other cases, following a heat treatment of 2 h, samples were mixed and 
pelleted with KBr, and the spectra were recorded at room temperature. In 
spite of the graphite content of the partly charged nickel hydroxide (20 wt.%, 
which was necessary to ensure electrical conductivity of the nickel hydroxide 
electrode subjected to charge-discharge cycles) satisfactory IR spectra could 
be obtained independent of which sampling technique was chosen. 

The weight loss curves of nickel hydroxide and oxyhydroxide were 
measured at various temperatures with a Mettler thermoanalyser, and the 
oxidation states of samples were determined by iodometric titration. 



145 

RESULTS 

Although the IR spectra of P-NiOOH and, especially, of &Ni(OH), have 
been presented by several authors [12-201, it is worth specifying those 
absorption bands whose changes are characteristic for the dehydration 
process. (See Figs. l(A) and l(B)). The absorption band located near 3640 
cm-’ arises from the stretching vibration of non-hydrogen-bonded hydroxyl 
groups. The broad band having a centre at approximately 3440 cm-’ can be 
attributed to the stretching mode of adsorbed water molecules. However, as 
can be seen in Fig. l(B), the band related to the formation of hydrogen 
bonded hydroxyl groups (charged state) appears at the same frequency. 
Bands at 520 cm-’ and 570 cm-’ are attributed to the in-plane deformation 
vibration of non-hydrogen-bonded and hydrogen-bonded hydroxyl groups, 
respectively. The absorption observed at 460 cm-’ is due to the Ni-0 
stretching vibration. 

IR spectra obtained in the 1000-3000 cm-’ region are not presented 
because the characteristic bands of adsorbed impurities (COc2, SO;*) are 
not of importance to the dehydration process, and because the weak 
absorption at around 1640 cm-‘, due to the bending vibration of adsorbed 
water, cannot be considered here because of its relatively low intensity. 

The IR spectra of samples pelleted with KBr following a thermal treat- 
ment for 2 h at various temperatures are given in Figs. l(A) and l(B). The 
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Fig. 1. Infrared spectra of (A) &Ni(OH), and (B) the &Ni(OH),-&NiOOH system 

(oxidation state of 2.66), recorded at room temperature after 2 h of heat treatment. 1, 20 o C: 
2, 15O“C; 3, 200°C; 4, 250°C; 5, 300°C. 
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Fig. 2. Infrared spectra of (A) P-Ni(OH), and (B) the fi-Ni(OH),-P-NiOOH system 
(oxidation state of 2.66), recorded at varying temperatures after 20 minutes of heat treatment 
at that temperature, A: 1, 20 o C; 2,150 o C; 3, 200 o C; 4, 250 ’ C; B: 1, 20 o C; 2,100 o C; 3, 
150 o C; 4,200 o C; 5,250 o C, and following two hours of heat treatment, A: 5,250 o C and B: 
6. 250 o C. 

3640 cm-’ band of partly charged nickel hydroxide has an increased 
intensity when the sample is treated above room temperature, whereas no 
change in the intensity of the absorption at this wavenumber can be 
observed in the IR spectra of /?-Ni(OH) z between 20 and 200 o C. In both 
cases, however, this band practically disappears when the temperature of the 
heat treatment attains 250°C. With respect to the absorption band at 570 
cm-’ related to the NiOOH content of partly charged nickel hydroxide, it 
can be seen that this band is still present after a heat treatment at 200°C. 
However, the presence of NiOOH cannot be observed above 200 o C because 
of unwanted water adsorption. 

When KBr pellets were prepared and spectra recorded at room tempera- 
ture, it was not possible to obtain spectra free from the absorption originat- 
ing from water adsorption. Thus, bands at 3440 cm-’ and 1640 cm-’ were 
always present in the spectra, and, in the case of samples treated above 
200” C, the lack of distinct bands in the 400 -750 cm-’ region is also a 
consequence of water adsorption. 

It was possible to obtain IR spectra of P-Ni(OH), and of the p- 
Ni(OH) ,-P-NiOOH system at various constant and defined temperatures 
between 20 and 250°C after 20 min of heat treatment (see Figs. 2(A) and 
2(B)). Thus, the dehydration reaction of the hydroxides could be continu- 
ously followed and IR spectra free from unwanted bands of adsorbed water 
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Fig. 3. Variation of the infrared spectra of the partly dehydrated #bNi(OH) 2 - &NiOOH 
system (dehydrated at 300° C) with the temperature of recording. 1, 20° C; 2, 100° C; 3, 
150°C; 4,200oc; 5, 250°c. 

(adsorbed during mixing and pelleting with KBr) could be recorded. In the 
spectra of pure &Ni(OH),, the decrease in the intensity of bands at 3640 
cm -* above 2OOOC is the most conspicuous effect although an increase in 
the relative intensity of the Ni-0 stretching band at 460 cm-’ can also be 
observed (see Fig. 2(A)). The decomposition of the NiOOH content of the 
partly charged material is indicated by the increasing and decreasing inten- 
sity of the absorption bands at 3640 cm-’ and at 570 cm-‘, respectively 
(Fig. 2(B)). However, by 25O”C, the intensity of the “free” hydroxyl band 
(3640 cm-‘) is decreasing slowly, indicating that the dehydration of the 
Ni(OH), content is the dominant process at this higher temperature. In the 

TABLE 1 

Extent of dehydration reaction at various temperatures 

Material Temperature 

(“C) 

Oxidation state 
after 
heat treatment 

Relative amount of 
material transformed 
in 120 minutes 
(wt.%) 

&Ni(OH), 200 < 2.005 3.5f2 
250 2.035 f 0.005 81 +2 
300 2.025 + 0.005 90 +2 

&Ni(OH) s - &NiOOH 150 2.51 iO.02 8.5f2 
oxidation state of 2.66 200 2.24 f0.02 49 f2 

250 2.060 + 0.005 73 *2 
300 2.040 & 0.005 77 *2 
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IR spectra of the ~-Nip-~-NiOOH system dehydrated at 300°C for 2 
h and pressed on a KBr disk (Fig. 3), the two absorption bands due to the 
Ni-0 stretching and to the OH in-plane deformation vibration are still 
present, indicating that the dehydration reaction is not complete. On the 
basis of spectra given in Figs. 2 and 3, it may be clear that the elimination of 
adsorbed water (indicated both by the decrease of the intensity of the 3440 
cm-l band and by the appearance of distinct bands in the 400-750 cm-’ 
region) takes place up to 150 o C. 

Supposing that the weight loss observed below 150°C mainly originates 
from the loss of adsorbed water, the relative amounts of P-Ni(OH), and of 
the P-Ni(OH),-/3-NiOOH system transformed at a given temperature value 
can be determined. These data are listed in Table 1 in order to facilitate the 
discussion of results obtained by IR spectroscopy. 

DISCUSSION 

The partly charged nickel hydroxide is known to be a heterogeneous 
mixture of two solid solutions [22]; thus there is nothing unusual in the 
existence of two types of almost independent dehydration reactions, the 
decomposition of both the Ni(OH), and of the NiOOH [l]. The conven- 
tional thermal analysis used in ref. 1, however, was not suitable to obtain 
direct experimental evidence for the occurrence of these processes. The 
results of the present paper enable us to provide the required direct 
evidence. Thus, as has been mentioned, the continuous decrease in intensity 
of the 570 cm-’ band (due to the hydrogen bonded hydroxyl groups) with 
increasing temperature indicates the decomposition of the NiOOH content 
(see Fig. 2(B)). This loss of active oxygen content leads to the decomposition 
of the hydrogen bonded structure of the partly charged state, and may result 
in the increase of the intensity of the band related to the “free” hydroxyl 
groups. In fact, an increase in the intensity of the 3640 cm-’ band at 
temperatures not higher than about 200 o C was observed. From this, it can 
also be concluded that the dehydration of the Ni(OH), content of the partly 
charged material does not take place at a noticeable rate, otherwise a slow 
decrease in the intensity of this band would be observed. In fact, the IR 
spectra recorded at higher temperatures (above 200°C) already show that 
the decomposition of nickel hydroxide occurs at a considerable rate (Fig. 

2(B)). 
It seems clear from the presence of the band corresponding to the 

in-plane deformation vibration of the OH groups at higher temperatures 
that the dehydration reaction is still not complete. However, numerical 
evaluation of the extent of the dehydration reaction could only be carried 
out using the results of the thermal analysis. The data summarized in Table 
1 demonstrate that in contrast to the behaviour of pure P-Ni(OH),, the 
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decomposition of the ~-Nip-~-NiOOH system takes place in a fairly 
wide temperature range and is far from being complete even at 300 o C. Here 
we must mention that following a 2 h heat treatment, the rate of the 
decrease of weight (corresponding to the rate of the decomposition reaction) 
tends to a low value, and in the case of treatments carried out above about 
250 O C, it is practically reduced to zero. Consequently, if &Ni(OH) 2 or the 
~-Nip-~-NiOOH system is maintained at a constant temperature for a 
sufficient period, it will attain a stable and defined state similar to an 
equilibrium system. This behaviour, perhaps, is not so surprising if we 
accept that, according to the reaction 

NiO + $H,O + :O, --, NiOOH 

an oxidation process is operative during the heat treatment. The formation 
of Ni3+ ions in the decomposition of nickel hydroxide is proved by the fact 
that the oxidation state of partly dehydrated nickel hydroxide is always 
higher than 2 (see Table l), which is in good agreement with the results 
reported in the literature [3,23,24]. 

Unfortunately, no IR evidence could be obtained to demonstrate the 
formation of NiOOH. The reason for this may be that the NiOOH formed 
in the oxidation reaction is probably not hydrogen bonded because of its 
low concentration. 

Although the water molecules bound by NiO may play a prominent role 
in the decomposition and oxidation processes [3], it can only be concluded 
that the NiO had an increased ability to bind water below 150 o C, and that 
the appearance of absorption bands at 3440 cm-’ and 1640 cm-’ cannot be 
avoided whenever IR analysis is determined at room temperature. This latter 
fact deserves particular attention because in some works [2,3], the ap- 
pearance of bands related to adsorbed water in the IR spectra of dehydrated 
nickel hydroxides has been incorrectly interpreted as suitable proof of the 
presence of water molecules at higher temperatures. 
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