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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

TARLTON W. BROWN,

OF HOWARDSVILLE, VIRGINIA.

TAN-VAT.

Specification of Letters Patent Wo. 6,340, dated April 17, 1849.

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Tarvron W. Brown,
of near Howardsville, in the county of Albe-
marle and State of Vlromm have invented
a new and useful Implovement in Vats for
Tanning Leather, which is described as fol-
lows, reference bemo had to the annexed
drawings of the same, making part of this
speciﬁcation.

Figure 1, is a perspective view of the vat
containing a movable bark chamber and hide
frame and windlass to operate the same.
Fig. 2, is a perspective view of a Jocomotive
bark chamber detached from the vat.

Similar letters in the figures refer to cor-
responding parts.

The nature of my invention and improve-
ment consists in the employment of a rec-
tangular chamber A for containing the bark,
mounted upon four wheels B, by which it is
moved to and from the V‘1t, and provided
with two loops C to receive the hooks D of
the windlass chain E, for raising and lower-

ing the said bark chamber A in the vat—one |

side and the bottom containing a number of
parallel slits ¢ to allow the liquor to run
through and not the bark—the use of the
said rising and falling and locomotive cham-
ber A, in combination with the ordinary vat

", affording to the tanner a convenient mode
oi managing the bark, and enabling him to
extract the Ole‘lteSt amount of tanmng prop-
erties from it and to draw and handle the
bark as well as the hides, which is a very
important part of the tanning process—and
to empty and supply the vat of bark with
great facility—the wheels not only serving
to facilitate the operation of tlanspoltq‘uon
of the bark chamber, but to prevent its bot-
tom from touching the bottom of the main
vat F when lowered into it and then allow-
ing a free passage for the liquor to circu-
late—and the slits in the side and bottom of
the bark chamber permitting the liquor to
run freely through the bark and out of the
chamber as the latter is raised; and again to
run into it and to circulate through the bark
when the chamber is again lowered into the
vat F, and by a repetition of these operations
to extract the tanning properties from the

bark most effectually—this mode of handling
the bark in the process of tanning leather
being entirely new—-the bark heretofore hav-
ing vemained at the bottom of the vat in a
compact mass preventing a change in its
position and a free circulation of the water
and consequently a proper extraction of the
tanning properties from the bark and much
difficulty in removing it whilst changing the
bark. The strougest liquor would also re-
main at the bottom of the vat. My im-
proved bark chamber will permit the strong-
est liquor to percolate through the bark and
bottom of the chamber and pass thence into
the part of the vat containing the hides and
when the chamber is raised to a higher level
the liquor will pass into the vat amongst the
hides at a higher level.

The hides H are suspended to a rising and
falling frame I placed in the same vat that
receives the aforesaid chamber—being raised
and lowered by the same windlass L that
raises and lowers the bark chamber.

55

60

65

70

K is the frame that sustains the windlass.

L is the windlass.

M are the bearings in the frame to receive
the windlass when the latter is applied to the
raising and lowering of the bark chamber.

I do not claim a tan vat, nor a box with
perforations in the side and bottom, nor a
rising and falling hide frame, nor a windlass
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to operate the several movable parts of the

vat, but

What I do claim as my invention and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The employment of the separate rising
and falling bark chamber A for containing
the bark, In combination with the main vat
T containing the tan liquor—said movable
bark chamber A being made, arranged and
operated in the manner and for the purpose
above stated.

In testimony whereof T have hereunto -

sighed my name before two subscribing wit-
nesses.

TARLTON W. BROWN.

Witnesses:
Wirniam P. Harr,
Jorw C. Rarsorx.
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