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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

TE[O'\IAS KIRK, 01" WATLRBURY C()\T\TEOTICUT

IMPROVEMENT IN DETACHABLE METAL BUTTONS

Specification 'formipg part of -Letfers Patent No. 44,958, dated November 8, 1864,

To wll whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, THOMAS KIRK, of
‘Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and
State of (Jonnectlcut have invented new and
usefu}l Improv ements in Buttons; and I do
hereby declare that the followmg is a full,
clear; and exact description thereof, whicl
will enable those skilled in the art to make
and use the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawmgs, formmg part of thxs
specification, in which—

Figure 1 represents a button constructed
after my 1mProvement the operator being
about to apply the eye therero. Fig. 2 isun
enlarged back view of my button. Fig.3isa
sectional view taken on the line z of TFig. 2.
Fig. 4 shows the eye detached. , '

- Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

This invention consists in construeting a
button so that the eye can be detached there-
ftom and agaiu.applied thereto at pleasure,

Dbeing lheld in place in the button by spring-"

jressure. - The button here shown as an ex-
ample of my invention is composed of an outer
mefallic case, ¢, which may be ornamented in
.any way desired, of a back, g, of an inner
plate, ¢, of a spring, d, and of an eyee. The
back g is slotted, as at b, to receive the arms ¢
of the eye when 1t is about to be fastened in
the body of the button. ’lhe back i§ also
swaged at &k on opposite sides of, and at
right angles with, the slot ?, to form sockets
for the arms of thc eye, wheu the latter is se-
cired in p]ace
The spring d is in’ this instance made of
india-rubber, but it may be of metal or of any
other elastic material that will hold the eye
up to its place. The spring is covered and
protected by a plate, ¢, qf circular form. (Rep-
resented in Fig. 2 by a dotted outlme )

The |

back g is then placed over the plate ¢, and the
rim of the case a is then turned over, as
plainly seen in the sectional -figure, 80 as to
hold the whole together.

When it is desired to insert the eye, the

‘button is to be held in the position shown in

Fig. 1 with one bhand, while. with the other
hand the arms of the- eve e are pressed in the
slot against the plate ¢ until the elasticity of
the spring is overcome, when the eye is quick- -
ly turned over the. surface of the plate until
its arms articulate with the sockets k, when
itisreleased. The spring immediately pushes

the plate baek against the back g, holding

the arins of the eye locked in their sockets.
This mode of construction enables one to
remove the buttons from a garment to clean
therbuttons or the garment withoat injury to
either.
This principle of constructlon is applicable

to buttons covered with cloth, as well as those

for military and naval uniforms, and for those
uged upon l'tdles’ garments for use or orna-
ment.

The eye being sewed onto the cloth, or oth-
erwise attached thereto, the body of the Lut-
ton can be detached and a new set of a differ-
ent pattern substituted without difficulty.
The plate ¢ is here used for protecting the
rubber spring from injury by contact with the
eye e.

I ¢laim as new an(l desire ta secure by Let- -
ters Patent—. .

“A button with a detachable eye, which is
held to the button by pressure from within
the button, substantlal]y as above described.

THOMAS KIRK.

‘Witnesses:
SAMUEL GTDDLS,
Hanry KIRK, Jr1.,
'S, W. KELLOGG,




