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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

R. HUMPHREY, OF UNIONVILLE, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVEMENT IN SPOONS.

To all whomny it may CORCETTL:

Be it known that I, R. HUMPHREY, of
Unionville,in the county of Hartford and State
of Connecticut, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Spoons and Forks; and I
do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, which will
enable others skilled in the art to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ae-
companying drawings, forming part of this
specification, in which— .

Figure 1 represents a plan or top view of a
spoon constructed according to my invention.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical section of the
same. TFig. 31s a similar view of an ordinary
spoon, intended to show thedifference between
the two.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts.

The object of this invention is to strengthen
the handle of a spoon or fork at such places
where the same as now constructed is most
liable to bend and break; and the invention
relates more particularly to such handles,
which are produced of thin sheet metal and
rendered stiff by turning the edges downward.
Such handles are most liable to bend or break
at the juncture of the widest portion of the
handle with its narrow stem, and again at the
juncture of the handle with the bowl. Ac-
cording to this invention these points are
strengthened by raising a projection aecross
each of the weak spots in a direction parallel
with the longitudial center of the handle and
of any desirable form or shape.

A represents a spoon, which is made of thin
sheet metal by stamping or in any other de-
sirablemanner. The handle B is strengthened
by turning its edges down to form a flange, «,

¢ "Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 46,907, dated March 21, 1865.

all around, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, but or-
dinarily such handles are left smooth on the
top throughout, as shown in Fig. 3, and they
are liable to bend and break across the roints
b where the widest part of the handle joins
the narrow stem and again across the point
¢ where the handle joins the bowl. In order
to strengthen these points, I raise projections
d ¢ on the upper surface of the handle, as
clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 2. These pro-
jeetions may be heart-shaped, as shown, or
they may be made in any other form and
shape, and they are raised by the same die,
which also serves to form the handle and turn
the flange ¢ at its under side. If the die is
once made, my improved handle can be made
with equal facility as the ordinary handle. It
requires no more stock and no extra time. It
improves the appearance and particularly the
strength of the handle, andif I lay two spoons
side by side, one made according to my inven-
tion and one of the ordinary kind, any person
of ordinary understanding, if made acquainted
with the difference, will prefer the improved
spoon, and will even submit to a slight ad-
vance in the price for the sake of the greater
strength and durability of my spoon.

I claim as new, and desire fo secure by Let-
ters Patent—

A spoon or fork handle provided with a
projection, d, at the juncture of its widest part
with its stem and with a similar projection at
its juncture with the bowl, substantially as
described.

R. HUMPHREY.

Witnesses: .
ANDREW S. UPSON,
FrREDERICK L. TRYON.




