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UNITED STATES

PateNT OFFICE.

B

F. VICTOR FASSMANX, OF NEW ORLEANS, LOUISTANA.

IMPROVEMENT IN HOOP-L

OGKS FOR COTTON-BALES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 47,288, dated April 18,:1865. .

To all whom it may concerm: .

Be it known that T, B. VICTOR FASSMANN,
of New Orleans, in the parish of Orleans and
State of Louisiana, have invented a new and
Improved Cotton -Bale Tie or Hoop-Lock;
and I do hereby declare that the followingis
a full, clear, and exact description thereof,
which will enable others™ skilled in the art to
make and use the same, reference being had
to theaccompanying drawings, forming a part
of this specification, in which— :

Figure 1 is a detached side view of my in-
vention; Fig. 2,asection of the same, taken in
the line z #, Fig: 1; Fig. 8,a side view of the

-same with the ends of the hoop attached;
Fig. 4 a, section of Fig. 3,taken in the line .

Similar letters of reference indicate- like
parts. ‘

This invention relates to a new and im-
proved fastening for securing iron hoops on
cotton-bales previous to the removal of the
latter from the press, and which fastenings
are commonly termed ‘‘cotton-bale ties’’ or
““hoop-locks.”” .

The object of the invention is to obtain a
tie or lock for the purpose specified which
may be cheaply manufactured, admit of hav-
ing the ends of the hoops readily applied or
attached to it to secure the hoops on the bales,
and which will admit of the hoops being ap-
plied to bales varying in size or dimensions.

A represents a plate, which may be of cast-
iron and of square form. This plate has two
slots or openings, B B, in it rather greater in
length than the width of the hoop. These slots
or openings have each aslit, a, at one end, said
slifs extending out to the edge of the plate A at
opposite sides thereof, as shown in Figs. 1 and
3. The plate A is cast with two ridges or pro-
jections, b b, at each side and at theinner edge
of each slot or opening B. The plate A may
be about one-eighth (3) of an inch thick, and

the ridges or projections b may “extend out -
from the plate about one-eighth () of an inch. =
C C' represent the two ends of a hoop, one -

end, C, being fitted in one of the slots B and ‘f;

bent around so as to be-securely fastened'in
it, as shown at ¢ in Fig. 4. The other end, C',
of the hoop is straight, and: when the bale is
under compression the: straight end is insert:
ed in the other slotB and pressed through, so:

that the hoop may be snugly ‘adjusted to the & -
‘When the bale is released from - press::

bale.
ure, the ridges or projections b b sink intothe
end ¢/ of the hoop and firmly hold the same,
the elasticity of the cotton being sufficient to

effect this end.’ - The slits « facilitate thein-i .

sertion of the ends C C’ of the hoop in the
plate A. The ridges or projections b bare
cast on both sides of the plate A, so that:
either side of the same may be placed against

the bale,and therefore obviate much handling
or manipulation which would otherwise occax

if the ridges were only on one side.. The:-

‘hoops also may be adjusted to bales of differ-. o
ent sizes, which is a great advantage, as the

bales will always vary materially in size, and .
great trouble and embarrassment are experi- .-
enced with those ties or locks which are used *
with holes or notches made in the ends of the
hoops, asthelatter can only be fastened at cer-
tain points. - ST W NS
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent— I S ‘ i
The plate A, provided with the slots BB,
andridges or projectionsd b atone ornearboth
sides of the plate,and with the slits ¢, to form
anew and improved cotton-bale tie.or hoop-.
lock, as seb forth. [T e

E. VICTOR FASSMANN.
Witnesses: e

JosEpE P. HORNER,
SPENCER G. HAMILTON, "*




