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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, F. B, GREEN, of Sene-
ea Falls, in the county of Seneca and State of
New York, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Turn - Down Supports or
Frames for Grape-Vines ; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following i is a full and exact de-
seription thereof, reference being had to .the
accompanying drawmgs, making part of this
specification.

Figures 1 and 2 are perspective views of my
immprovement ; Fig.3, an end elevation of the
same with the support or frame turned down.

Like letters” of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

It is desirable to provide a frame. or sup-
port for grape-vines to twine on that may be

so adjusted as either to stand wupright or be

turned down. In summer, or during tem-
perate weather, the vines should be elevated
80 .as to receive the best effect of sun and air;

but in winter, or during stormy and inclem- |
ént weather, they should be turned down or.
reclined so as to be less exposed. To accom-.

plish this result a device has been already
used in which the frame is made to turn
back; but the difficulty is that the axis on
which it turns is non-adjustable, or not capa-
ble of being raised or lowered vertically. The
consequence is that when the frame is turned
down the leverage causes a strain on the vines
that.injures the roots and wears the bark.

-1t is the object of my invention to obviate
this difficulty by making the frame adjusta-
ble vertically, so that when in an upright po-
sition the frame can first be lowered to a snit-
able degree to compensate for the strain that
would otherwise be produced on the vines,
and then turned back without difficulty or
danger.

As represented in the drawmgs, A Aare
two posts set in the ground at-suitable dis-
tance apart, and B a frame or support for
the vines to twine on, similar in form to the
section of a fence, being made up of battens

a o and rails b b. The frame is sustained in |

place between the posts at the top by means
of projecting cleats ¢ ¢, secured respectively
to the post, as shown, or by hasps or any other
suitable means, while at the bottom the posts
are provided each with a set of vertical ad-
justing-holes, @ d, or equivalent, in any of
which fitpins ff, or eqmvalent, thatreceivethe

base of the frame and hold it up. - Iprefer to
make the pins f f of the hook form shown, so
that when the frame is upright, as'in Fig. 1,
they will hold the base from sliding out, or
when the frame .is turped back, as in Fig. 3,
the hooks may be hooked in so as to suppow
the inside end of said frame away from the
ground, and thus prevent its decay. . The sup-
ports thus produced may be employed smgly
or in numbers. In the-latter casethey may,
if desired, be arranged in parallel rows which
are s1tuated at such a distatice apart as to
leave space between for the frames: to be turned
back ; or, if desired, the rows may be situ- -

ated nearer together, and the frames of one

row turn back between the posts of the mnext.

Fig. 2 shows the posts as adapted to receiv-
ing the contiguous ends of two frames, being
provided at the bottom .with a double set of
adjusting holes and pins and at the top with
cleats that project on both sides.

The device above described, though snnple
in construction and arrangement, is of great
importance in rendering practical -and effect-:
ive an apparatus that has been heretofore de-
fective on account- of its injury to the- vines.
By the employment of the ad]ustmg-holes d
and pins f, I am enabled to raise or lower the -
support B to any degree degired, and there-
fore, when the vines. are to be turned back in
the position indicated in Fig: 3, by so Hrst
lowering the frame to the proper posmon to
loosen the vines and compensate for the strain
that would otherwise come on them from the
leverage, if theaxis of the frame were fixed,
no such strain is produced and no injury done
either to the roots or bark. .

‘What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

Making the.frame or support B iad)
vertically between the posts A A by:r
theadjusting holes and pins d f; o
the whole arranged, combined, a
substantially in the manner an(l
pose herein set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto s1gne(1
my name in the presence of two subscrlbmfr

witnesses.
. Fo B GREEN.

Witnesses: R
A, C. HocoBOOM,
JAY HYATT. ‘




