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To all whom it may coweern : . .

Be it known that I, FREDERIC H. MOORE,
of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Dévices for Pull-
ing on Boots; and I hereby declare ‘that the
following, taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, forms such a full, clear, and
exact description of the same as will ‘enable
others to make and use the same. '

The object of my invention is to provide a
substitute for boot-straps; and it consists in
providing " an' aperture or apertures in the
boot-leg for the insertion. of one or more fin-
gers for pulling on the boct, said aperture or
apertures being protected from tearing orfrom
being otherwise injured by surrounding their

edge or edges with o border made of metal,,

india-rubber, gutta-percha, leather, or other
snitable material; also, in formning said bor-
der, on its inner or outer or both faces of the
boot-leg, raised up or ronuded, so as to protect
the fingers from injury. _ ,
In illustration of my said invention, I have
represented in Figure 1 of the accompanying
drawings, in perspective, the upper part of a
boot-leg, provided at each side with two aper-
tures, A and B, for the insertion therein of
the fore and middle fingers for the purpose of
taking hold of the boot-leg and pulling the
boot on. - In this instanee the apertures are
bordered by means of a divided eyelet oreye-
let composed of two parts, C and D, made of
thin malleable ductile annular metal disks,
swaged into requisite form. They are both
formed into . short cylinders, (one somewhat
longer than the other,) each having one of
their, circular edges  bént over outwardly.
These two parts fit into each other, the longer
overlapping the shorter. The hole in the
boot-leg being truly cut or punched, I fit
therein the longer eyelet, the cylindrical por-
tion of which protrudes on the opposite side
of the boot-leg. Upon this cylindrical portion
I then apply a metalring or washer, E, which,
when pressed home, forces the leather (if such
be the material of which the boot-leg is made)
into the crease, channel, or recess back of the
- eonvex edge of eyelet portion C. .Ithen place
the second eyelet portion, D, so as to. inclose
the ring E, and finally fasten or secure the

parts together by bending the overlapping
cylindrical portion of the eyelet part C in con-
formity with the convexity of the eyeletpart
D.  This may be done expeditiously by means

‘of dies and presses or other tools.

In Fig. 2 the parts are shown detached,
and in Fig. 4 they are represented united, ac-
cording to the plan described.

If a wider border-edge is wanted, instead of
pressing the leather into the concavity of the
eyelet part C, two rings—one on each side of
the boot-leg—may be used to fill the space be-
tween the icather and the curved flange of the
eyelets. :

1 do not confine mysel to any number,
form, or size of apertnres, neither do I confine
myself toany particular method of securing the
bordering flanges to the boot-ieg, though when

they are of metal and circular I prefer the

method above described. “When they are not
circular, and the apertureis large enough for
more than one finger, they may be secured to
the boot-leg by rivets, eyelets, or sewing; but
in all cases the edges should be so formed as
to protect the fingers from injury.

. -Having thus described my invention and

the manner in which the same is or may be
carried into effect, I claim— -

1. Forming one or more apertures in the leg
of "boots or shoes and providing the edge of
such aperture or apertures with a convex bor-
der or flange, in the manner substantially as
hereinbefore. described, and for the purposes
set forth, , »

2. As an ‘article of manufacture, boot or
shoe legs having, for the purpose set forth,
one or more, bordered or flanged apertures,
substantially as herein described.

3. As an article of manufacture, a boot or
shoe the legs of which, for the purpose of

pulling on'said boots or shoes, are provided

with one or more bordered or flanged aper-
tures, substantially as set forth.

_In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to: this specification - before two  sub-
sceribing witnesses.

_ F. H. MOORE.

Witnesses: '
d. B. SANFORD,
C. W. KEMPTON,
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