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UNITED STATES

Patent OFFICE.

JOHN E. SMITH, OF WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF
AND HENRY C. GRIGGS, OF SAME PLACE.

IMPROVED BUCKLE.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 48,135, dated June 6, 1865.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JorN E. SurTH, of the
city of Waterbury,in the county of New Haven
and State of Connecticut, have invented anew
and useful Improvement in Buckles or Clasps

- as a mew article of manufacture; and I do

hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear,and exact description of the construction s
character, and operation of the same, reference
beinghadto theaccompanying drawings, which
make part of this specification, in which—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the buckle
with the straps as it will appear when in use.
Fig. 2 is a. perspective view of the same turned
bottom or reverse side npward. Fig.3 is a
perspective view of the under side of the
buckle-frame, showing its cross-bar and pro-
Jections or lugs on which the vibrating end of
the pinching lever or tongue.rests. Fig. 4 is
a perspective view of the reverse side of the

~ lever or tongue which pinches the strap, with

the loop or eye parts of the hinge partially
turned. Fig.5 is a perspective view of the
hook or vibrating part of the buckle, to which
the standing part of the strap is to Le at-
tached. ‘ :

I make the frame « of the buckle or clasp of
the shape or form shown ou the reverse side
in Fig. 3, and as indicated in Figs. 1 and 2, of
sheet metal, by cutting or swaging, leaving a
bar, as b, Fig. 3, extending from side to side
of the frame, which serves as the stationary
part of the hinge for each of the two vibratory
parts, Figs. 4 aud 5, as shown at ¢ ¢ and d,
Fig, 2, which bar b is swaged or set down to

- the position indicated in Figs. 2 and 3, to ren-

der it corivenient; and I also leave two pro-
Jjections or ears swaged or set down to the po-
sition indicated at e ¢, Figs. 2 and 3, to serve
as rests or_supports to sustain the lever or
tongue g, Figs. 2 and 4, when itis drawn down.
by the running part of the strap B, as indi-
cated in Fig. 2.

I make the tongue or pinching-lever g of
sheet metal by cutting or swaging it into the
shape or form shown in Figs. 4 and 2, and at

the two sides or corners I turn up two strips,
as shown at ¢ ¢, Fig. 4, of snitablelength and
width to form the eyes or movable parts of the
Jjoint or hinge on which the tongue g vibrates
when the buckle or clasp is in use, as indi-
cated at ¢ ¢, Fig. 2.

I make the anchor-shaped vibrating hook %
of sheet metal by cutting or swaging it into
the shape or form shown in Fig. 5, and indi-
cated at d and &, Fig. 2, so as torender it snit-
able to be hooked into a slitted eye in the
standing part of the strap A, as shown at A,
Fig. 2, and indicated at k, Fig. 1, with the in-
ner end turned up similar to ¢ ¢, Fig. 4, pre-

paratory to forming the eye or movable pars.

of the joint or hinge on which it vibrates, as
at d, Fig. 2. » _

Having made the three several parts as
above described, I place the tongue, Fig. 4, in
the frame, Fig. 3, and pass the bent stripsc ¢
around the bar b, and set or close them down
to form the eye part of the joint or hinge on
which the tongue g is to vibrate, and I place
the auchor-shaped hook, Fig. 5, in the frame,
Fig. 3, pass its loop d around the central part
of the bar b, and close down the loop to form
the.eye or movable part of the joint or hinge
on which the hook is to vibrate, when the
buckle or clasp will be ready for sale or use,
and when used with the straps, as A and B,
it 'will appear on the reverse side, as shown
or indicated in Fig. 2, and on the obverse side,
(the way it will be seen when in use,)as shown
or indicated in Fig, 1. ,

What 1 claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The combination of the frame & with the
tongue g and the hook %, when the tongne and
hook vibrate separately and on independent

hinges or joints, though on the same bar, as -

as herein described and set forth.
JOHN E. SMITH.

Witnesses:
. W, J. S1ZER,
R. FITZGERALD.
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