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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

NATHL. GRANT AND GEORGE DOWNS, OF PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND.

-

IMPROVEMENT IN BANDS FOR HEAD-DRESSES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 48,677, dated July 11, 1865.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, NATHANIEL GRANT
.and GEORGE DowWwNSs, both of the eity and
county of Providence, in the State of Rhode
Island, have invented a new and Improved
Band for an Ornamental Head-Dress for the
Hair; and we do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing specification, taken in connection with
the drawings making a part of ‘the same; is a
full, clear, and exact description thereof, .

Figure 1 represents the band which is the
subject of our improvement. Fig. 2 represents
a similar band when ornamented and fitted for
a head-dress.

Theprevailing stylein which ladiesnow gath-
er their back hair has introduced the fashion of
wearing a head-dress, which, in addition to the
useful purpose of holding the hair in place,
which it is made to subserve, is also intended
for an article of ornament. These head-dresses
consist of a curved band, which has heretofore
been made of metal or of tortoise-shell, titting
the contour of the back part of the head, se-
cured by a long pin passing throngh the hair.
To this band ornamented stones or beads are
attached and pendants hung in various styles.

The object of our invention is to substitute
an inexpensive material in place of the costly

_ metallie or shell bauds heretofore used which
shall answer the purpose quite as wéll and be
equally rich in color and finish. We use for
the purpose the hoofs or horns of animals, the

former being preferable, which are prepared by
the following means: The substance of the
hoof or horn is first boiled in oil until it has be-
come sufficiently softened to adwit of being
pressed into sheets. The sheet is then cut up
into the desired form for the band, as shown,
for instance, in Fig. 1, which is colored with su-
gar or acetate of lead, or by any means em-
ployed by the manufacturers of combs, and
shaved, polished, and engraved. Xach band
is then rendered pliable by being again im-
mersed in oil, and is then pressed between the
metallic formers, which are heated, and the
propeér curvature given to it for the purposes
for which it is designed. 'The bands are now
ready to be mounted with ornaments, one style
of which is shown in Fig. 2.

We do not claim as novel the treating of the
substauoce of the hoofand horns of cattlein the
manuner described, as the sae process is em-
ployed in other branches of the arts; but

‘What we do claim as of our invention, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The improved band for ornamental head-
dresses, made of the material herein described,
as a new article of manuafacture.

NATHANIEL GRANT.
GEORGE DOWNS.

Witnesses:
BENJ. F. THURSTON,
GEo. B. BARRCOWS,



