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" specification, in which—

UINITED STATES

Patent OFFICE.

JORN 8, MOINTIRE, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

IMPROVEMENT IN APPARATUS FOR REMOVING BUILDINGS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No, ,40,4“-27, dated Augqsi'. 15,‘,'1‘865.

To all whoin it may concorn: L
Be it-known tbhat I, JoRN S. MOINTIRE, uf

the city of Chicago,in the county of Cook-und
State of Iilinois, have invented certain new

-and useful Improvements in Apparatas for

Moving Bhildings; and I doherebydeclarethat
the following isa full, clear, and exact.descrip-

_tioh of the sume, reference being had to -the

accompanying drawings, making a part‘ofvthis ‘

“Figare 1 is a side view of the apparatus with

@ building mounted. thereon ; Fig. 2, an end-
“view of the same; Fig. 3, a top. view 'with:the

building removed ; Fig. 4, a perspective view
of the balance-frame detached. Fig. 5 shows

.. the same as Fig. 4, except the bars are differ-
_entlyarranged. Figs. 6,7, and 8areside views

of the balances detached, showingthe different

- positions assumed by -them while the building
"is being moved. ' Fig. 7 is inaccurate, in that
+it shows a deuble position, which cannot be as-

sumed except by alternate elevations or de-
pressions of the runners or shoes. .

.~ Like letters refer to similar parts in all of |

‘the figures.

The nature of my invention consists in con-
structing @ balanee to be placed lLetween a
building to be movedand the runners or slioes,
8o as to be enabled to move a building over
and across uneven surfaces without injury to
the building : in giving such balances central
pivots, and in the several combinations herein-
after set forth and claimed. =~ Lo

To enable others skilled in the art to make

" and use my invention, 1 will proceed to de-

scribe its construction and operation.

-...1 construct- my balance of joist.of the di-
mension of “three by twelve inches and of a |
length equal to the width of the building. to:
' be moved. They arepivoted together by a bolt,

© .@, at thé center, which is a two-inch iron bolt,

and are chamfered or beveled off from the mid.
dfeé:—~those marked F on the upper edge ‘and.]
those marked F’ on the Jower—so that the ends-

. will only be abont six inches wide, which will

allow a closing of thebalancesof fwelye inches,
and & consequent opening on the opposite"end

.of twelve inches, making a variation of-two

feet. -This will be as'much as will be required
nuder any circumstances, and for a narrow

‘building it will not be best to'chamfef or bevel

them down more wuan four or fiveinches, leay-
ing the ends seven or eight inches in width. .
These joist are put togetber as shown in Figs.

1, 4, and 5, and way be made of any nummber

of pieces.to give them the required strength.
Frow three toseven are all that will usually be -
found necessary, ‘and I make them usnally, as
shown in Fig. 1, of fonr and five pieces. These’
balances eau be placed near together or placed

at different; places, as shown. ' When thetim-’
bebs of the building areé of sufficient strength,

I place them only at-one‘eénd; and I prefer the
front'end, for the reason that being placed af
the ends allows the:shods or runners to.bend .

over any transverse irregularities in the sur- -
' face. The balances, however, will by reason
of their length spring ‘considerably; and in & .

great measure adjust themselves to such irreg: :

 ularities when placed near- the ‘middle of the
"building as well as at the-end, when several .

are used. At the rear or front end I place a
solid block, C; which should be of the same
height as the balances. ‘This block will steady

the building and keep it in place. When the

‘building in moving passes over.any irregular-.
ity in the sarface at the end where tlie block * .
O s placed; the building will tip or ineline
from the perpendicular; but the balances will -
also follow the building, so that it will not rack

' by standing on opposite corners, as when the

apparatusis rigid.. When the other, ends-of.-
the shoes B pass ‘over, the perpendicularity
of the building will not be changed o affect..
ed, T am thereby enabled to move biildings, -
without preparing or leveling a track for the - -
rollers E, with perfect safety to snch bnildings

and withonteracking or starting the plastering. ..

The shoes or runners B are made similar to

those in ordinary use, as are also the rollers E. -
The block ‘or ctoss-timber-C: is the same a8 -

those usually placed uuder: buildings; exeep$ -

that it'requires 4 -particular. thickness to ad-

- The building, when. this device is placed un- -
-der it, is moved forward by-capstan gnd chains -

jtist it to the height of the balaupea})l*‘ F.o

in the ordinary manner, thus forming an. im- -

| proved house-moving apparatus, which .ena- "

bles me to move buildings with increased speed
and- greater ease and safety to the plastering

and to the building itself, as I-have demon.. -

strated by actnal use,” -




Having thus fully described myimproved.ap- ‘
paratus, what I claim as new,and desire to se-

cure by Letters Patent, is—: _
1. The balance F ¥/, composed of two or more
‘pieces of timber centrally pivoted to each other,
substantially as and for the purposes set forth.
2. The combination of the balance F F’ and

block C with the shoes B. o .
~ 8. The arrangement and combination of the

balances F F, block C, shoes B, rollers E, to
be used in moving buildings withont leveling a
a track for them, substantially as set forth and
specified.

JNO. 'S, McINTIRE.

Witnesses:
L. L., Bonp,
E. A. WEs?.
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