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IMPROVEMENT IN BREECH-LOADING FIRE-ARMS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 50,048, dated September 19, 1865,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, TmomAs L. STURTE-
VANT, of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Breech-Loading
TFire-Arms; and I do hereby declare the same
to be fully deseribed in the following specifi-
cation and represented in the acwmpauymg
drawings, of which—

Figure 1 is a longitudinal section of a fire-
arm provided with my invention, the barrel
in such section being exhibited as at its lowest
position relatively to the stationary breech.
IFig. 2 is another longitudinal section, show-
ing the bLarrel elevated ready for reception of
a eartridge, which while being inserted in the
barrel is to enter it at its rear end, which is
open. These figures also exhibit the operative
mechanism or parts in their respective posi-
tions assumed by them, when the barrel is
either up or down, relatively to the breech.

The nature of my invention consists in a
combination for elevating the barrel and oper-
ating the cartridge-shell discharger thereof.

In the drawings, A denotes the barrel, and
B the stock, of the fire-arm, such barrel being
held to the stock by a hinge-joint, a, such as
will enable the barrel to be moved from the
position shown in Fig. 1into that represented
in Ifig.2, the rear end of the barrel in the one
case being against and so as to be closed by
the front face of a stationary breech or abut-
ment, C. In the other case the rear end of
the barrel is shown as elevated above such
abutment and open to allow the expulsion of
a cartridge-shell from and the reception of a
tresh cartridge into the barrel,

Tor elewtmg the barrel I make use of a
lever, D, which turns on a fulerum, b, extend-
ing trausverse]ythrough the stock. ’l‘helonger
arm, d, of the lever answers as a guard for
the trigger ¢ of the lock., The shorter arm,
¢, while the lever is in the act of being moved
- in one direction on its fulerum, is to act against
the barrel so as to pry or force it upward in
a manner to elevate the rear end of the barrel
above the breech C.

A cam or curved projection, f, extends down-
ward from the barrel, and is formed and ar-
ranged thereon as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.
This projection or cam not only facilitates the

elevation of the barrel, but subsequently serves,
with the lever, to retain or hold the barrel at
the extreme of its elevation. The projection
also affords a convenient means for the con-
nection of the stirrup g of a spring, E, with
the barrel, such spring being arranged within
and fixed to the stock, and to operate so as to
depress the rear part of the barrel while the
longer arm of the lever may be in the act of
being pulled rearward.

A slide or cartridge-shell discharger, F, ar-
ranged with respect to the barrel in manner
as represented in the drawings, and so applied
to the barrel as to be capable of being moved
longitudinally thereof, has a spring, &, for
drawing it into place. It also has a cammed
stud, 4, projecting down from it. There is a
small lever or lateh, %, arranged within the -
upper arm of the lever D, and having its tail
or lower arm to rest dgamst a spring, I, the
fulerum of the said lateh being shown at m in
the drawings. During a forward movement
of the longer arm of the lever D the latech, by
its action against the cammed stud, will force
the discharger I rearward beyond the barrel,
80 as to expel a cartridge or waste shell thereof
from the barrel, in case such a cartridge or
shell may be in place therein. A continunation
of the movement of the lever will also cause
the lateh to pass off the front end of the stud,
so as toallow the discharger to be drawn back
to place by the contractile power of the spring
h. While the lower arm of the lever D isin
the act of being retracted the barrel will be
depressed into place against the breech C, and
the lateh will be borne back against the cammed
stud and will pass by and beyond it, ready for
acting against during the succeeding move-

ment of the lever.

I claim—

The combination for elevating the barrel
and operating the cartridge-shell discharger,
in manner as described, the same consisting
of the lever D, the spring A, the stud ¢, and
the spring-latch %, the whole being arranged
together substantially as set forth.
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Witnesses :
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