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UNITED STATES

PatenT OFFICE,

WILLITAM WILEY, JR.,, OF KOKOMO,

INDIANA.

IMPROVED BUCKLE-FASTENING.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 50,195, dated September 26, 1865,

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, WiL.LiAM WILEY, Jr., of
Kokomo, in the county of Howard and State of
Indiana, have invented a new and Improved
Buckle; and I do hereby declare that the.fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exaect description
thereof, reference being had fo the accompany-
ing drawings, making a part of this specifica-
tion, in which—

Figure 1is a top view showing my improved
buckle. T'ig. 2 shows the same disconnected.
Fig. 3 is a section through the buckle united.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
‘sponding parts in the three figures.

Thisinvention relates to anew andimproved
buckle for belts, shoes, girths, and other pur-
poses where it is desired to attach the ends of
straps together and detach them at pleasure.

It consists in a sliding tongue having one
or more elevations or catches upon it, in con-
junction with a piate which is adapted for re-
ceiving said tongue, and which is provided
with apivoted retaining-loop for receiving said
catches and securing the two parts of the
buekle together, bdl(] loop Leing so arranged
that it will automatically catch ‘Lnd retain the
sliding tongue, as will be hereinafterdescribed.

To enable others skilled in the art to under-
stand my invention, I will deseribe its con-
straction and operation.

In the accompanying drawings I have rep-
resented the two detachable parts of my buackle
applied to the ends of a belt, A, for uniting
these ends together; but I desire to be under-
stood as chlmmo the buckle for ail purposes
for which it may be used.

Bis the sliding tongue, whicl may be hinged
to a plate, B/, that is riveted securely to one
end of the belt A. This tongne B may be
slightly curved, or it may be perfectly flat, and
upon one side of it an elevation, «, is formed,
which is not quite as long as the width of the
tongue B. This elevation is rounded on one
side and beveled on the other side for the pur-
pose of passing freely beneath a pivoted re-
taining-loop, b, and then receiving this loop
against its beveled or overhanging side, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 3. The ends of the wire

loop b are pivoted to two ears, ¢ ¢, which pro-
Ject perpendicularly from the sides of the re-
ceiving-plate C of the buckle. The loop is of
sufficient length to extend over the sidesof the
plate C so that its pivot ends are bent inward

or toward each other. By this mode of apply-
ing said loop it can be conveniently taken hold
of with the fingers for releasing the tongue B.

At or near the front edge of the plate C, and
on the sides thereof, are two overhanging lugs,
d d, beneath which the ed@es of the tongue
B pass when the two parts of the buckle are
brounghttogether. These lugs may be extended
across the plate O in the Form of a bridge ;
buat it is preferable to make them as shown in
the drawings. 'The office of the lugsisto pre-
vent the t\vo plates B and C from being sepa-
rated except by moving them endwise apart.
They serve, in conjunction with the pivoted
loop b, to confine these two plates together so
that they cannotbe drawn apart whenthe loop
iz properly adjusted before the catel a.

When the two parts of the buckle are sep-
arated the loop will rest upon side elevations
of the plate C, which keep it in such a posi-
tion that the enteriug‘ endof the tongne B will
always pass freely beneath it, and when this
tongue 1s entered a sufficient distance the loop
will pass over the catch a and assume tlhe posi-
tion shown in Fig. 3, thus securely uniting the
parts C and B.

It desirable, the loop b may impinge upon
the lugs d d, so that these lugs will form abut-
ments for preventing the loop from being bent
or broken when it is subjected fo an extraor-
dinary strain.

The tongue B way be made of any desired
length and provided with more than one ele-
vation or cateh a.

My improved buckles may be made of cast
or wrought metal, and they may be struck up
in dies if made of metal, or they may be made
of any other suitable substance which will .
answer the purpose.

Havingdeseribed myinvention, what I claim
as new, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

Abud\l(, which is constructed of two parts,
B and C, the part B having elevations ¢ on
it, and the part C being provided with a piv-
otedloop, b, and lugs d d, for retaining the part
B in place, sabstantially as described.

Witness my band in matter of my applica-
tion for a patent for an improved buckle,

WM. WILEY, Jr.

Witnesses:

E. SCHAFER,
B. 5. CAMPBELL.




